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 The Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and the United Nations  

Legal Counsel presents his compliments to the Permanent Representatives to the  

United Nations and the Heads of international organizations and has the honour to 

transmit the following concerning the registration and publication of treaties and 

international agreements under Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations and 

the United Nations General Assembly Regulations to give effect to Article 102 of 

the Charter. 

 

 All Member States of the United Nations have, under Article 102 of the 

Charter, the legal obligation to register with the Secretariat, as soon as possible, all 

treaties and international agreements in force that they have entered into after 

24 October 1945, the date of entry into force of the Charter. Pursuant to Article 102, 

the Secretariat is responsible for the publication of registered treaties and 

international agreements. 

 

 The Regulations to give effect to Article 102 of the Charter were adopted by 

the General Assembly on 14 December 1946, during its first session. Since their 

adoption and until 2021, the Regulations were amended on four occasions, namely 

in 1949, 1950, 1978 and 2018,1 with a view to reflecting changes that have taken 

place over the years in treaty-making practice of the international community and 

recognizing the role that new technologies have more recently played in the 

registration and publication process. The Regulations set out the procedural 

requirements for registration of treaties and treaty actions by Member States and 

their publication by the Secretariat under Article 102, as well as the requirements for 

registration and “filing and recording” of treaties and treaty actions by non-member 

States of the United Nations and international organizations. 

 

 During its seventy-sixth session, the General Assembly adopted resolution 

76/120 of 9 December 2021 on “Strengthening and promoting the international 

treaty framework”, which includes as an annex newly amended Regulations that will 

apply as from 1 February 2022.  

 

 This fifth amendment updates the Regulations with respect to the registration 

of treaties and international agreements which are provisionally applied; clarifies the 

registration process if a treaty designates one or more depositaries; and promotes the 

use of technology to make texts of treaties and international agreements available 

online soon after registration, along with their translations when available. 

Furthermore, in order to expedite the publication of the United Nations  

 
1 See General Assembly resolutions 364 B (IV) of 1 December 1949, 482 (V) of 12 December 1950, 

33/141 A of 19 December 1978 and 73/210 of 20 December 2018. 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/76/120
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Treaty Series, the amendment allows Member States to submit courtesy translations 

in any of the six official languages of the Organization and broadens the categories 

of treaties subject to limited publication.  

 

 General Assembly resolution 76/120 and an updated list of registration 

requirements for hard-copy and electronic submissions for both bilateral and 

multilateral treaties are annexed to this Note. Such list is also available 

electronically on the Treaty Section website.2 

 

 The Under-Secretary-General for Legal Affairs and United Nations  

Legal Counsel avails himself of this opportunity to renew to the Permanent 

Representatives to the United Nations and the Heads of international organizations 

the assurances of his highest consideration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 27 January 2022 

 
2 https://treaties.un.org/Pages/Resource.aspx?path=Publication/NV/Page1_en.xml 
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[on the report of the Sixth Committee (A/76/496, para. 8)] 
 

 

76/120. Strengthening and promoting the international treaty framework  
 

 

 The General Assembly, 

 Recalling its resolutions 23 (I) of 10 February 1946, 97 (I) of 14 December 

1946, 364 B (IV) of 1 December 1949, 482 (V) of 12 December 1950, 32/144 of 

16 December 1977, 33/141 A of 19 December 1978, 51/158 of 16 December 1996, 

73/210 of 20 December 2018 and 75/144 of 15 December 2020, 

 Recalling also its resolutions 71/328 of 11 September 2017 and 73/346 of 

16 September 2019, which reaffirm that multilingualism is a core value of the 

Organization that contributes to the achievement of the goals of the United Nations, 

and requesting the Secretary-General to continue to make efforts to ensure that 

multilingualism is not undermined by the measures taken in response to the liquidity 

situation and the coronavirus disease (COVID-19), 

 Conscious of the obligations resulting from Article 102 of the Charter of the 

United Nations and the importance of treaties in the development of international law 

and the international legal order,  

 Noting with appreciation the role of the Secretariat, in particular the Treaty 

Section of the Office of Legal Affairs, in the implementation of Article 102 of the 

Charter,  

 Noting that the considerable increase in the number of treaties submitted for 

registration over the past years has led to the growth in the volume of work carried 

out by the Treaty Section, contributing to the accumulation of unpublished treaties,  

 Noting also that, while the authentic texts of registered treaties are promptly 

made available online through the electronic treaty database, there is currently a 

significant backlog in the publication of the United Nations Treaty Series due to 

https://undocs.org/en/A/76/496
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/23(I)
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/97(I)
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/364(IV)
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/482(V)
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/32/144
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/33/141
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/51/158
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/73/210
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/75/144
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/71/328
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/73/346
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growing delays in the translation of treaties related, inter alia, to the limited resources 

available for the publication process,  

 Recognizing the importance of the expeditious processing, registration and 

publication of treaties and treaty-related actions,  

 Supporting the efforts of the Secretary-General to increase the efficiency of the 

registration and publication process within available resources and to enhance the role 

played by the Treaty Section in assisting Member States in this area,  

 Welcoming the measures taken by the Treaty Section to expedite the publication 

of the United Nations Treaty Series and to provide electronic access to all of its 

publications on the website of the United Nations Treaty Collection, and recognizing 

the role that new technology can play in the accessibility of the United Nations Treaty 

Series, 

 Recognizing that practice and technology have developed considerably over the 

past years, and acknowledging the importance of maintaining consistency with treaty-

making practice in the international community,  

 Bearing in mind the provisions of the Vienna Convention on the Law of 

Treaties,1 and considering its adoption on 22 May 1969 by the United Nations 

Conference on the Law of Treaties,  

 Convinced of the need to further gather and exchange views on practice relating 

to the strengthening and promoting of the international treaty framework,  

 1. Recalls Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations, reaffirms the 

importance of the registration and publication of treaties, as well as their accessibility, 

and stresses that the regulations to give effect to Article 102 should be useful and 

relevant to Member States and should be kept updated to assist States in implementing 

their obligations thereunder; 

 2. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General entitled “Review of the 

regulations to give effect to Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations”,2 

submitted pursuant to its resolution 73/210, and of the recommendations contained 

therein for consideration by the General Assembly;  

 3. Amends the regulations as detailed in the annex to the present resolution, 

which, as amended, will apply as from 1 February 2022;  

 4. Notes that some Member States continue to consider that there remain 

outstanding issues where the regulations may need further consideration; 

 5. Reaffirms its support for the annual treaty event organized by the 

Secretary-General;  

 6. Welcomes the organization of workshops on treaty law and practice by the 

Treaty Section at Headquarters and at the national and regional levels as an important 

capacity-building initiative, encourages the Treaty Section to continue to organize 

these workshops as regularly as possible, including through the use of information 

and communications technology when necessary owing to extraordinary 

circumstances, and invites States and interested international organizations and 

institutions to continue to support this activity; 

 7. Notes that workshops on treaty law and practice at the national and 

regional levels could not be organized since 2016, including owing to a lack of funds, 

and invites States and interested organizations and institutions to make voluntary 

__________________ 

 1  United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1155, No. 18232.  

 2  A/75/136. 

https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/73/210
https://undocs.org/en/A/75/136
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contributions to the trust fund established by the Secretary-General for the Office of 

Legal Affairs to support the promotion of international law, towards the financing of 

such workshops, or otherwise to assist in their implementation and possible 

expansion, as a complement to workshops on treaty law and practice held at 

Headquarters; 

 8. Welcomes efforts to build the capacity of States in treaty law and practice, 

and invites Member States to consider providing targeted technical assistance, upon 

request, at the bilateral, regional and multilateral levels, in particular to developing 

countries, in order to develop and enhance their treaty practice, including in the use 

of information and communications technology; 

 9. Also welcomes the efforts made to develop and enhance the United Nations 

electronic treaty database, which provides online access to comprehensive 

information on the depositary functions of the Secretary-General and the registration 

and publication of treaties under Article 102 of the Charter, and encourages the 

continuation of such efforts in the future, while bearing in mind the challenges that 

many developing countries face in accessing information and communications 

technology; 

 10. Notes that most submissions of treaties for registration are in electronic 

format, and encourages the Secretary-General to develop, in consultation with and on 

the basis of feedback from Member States and within existing resources, an online 

treaty registration system to facilitate submissions of treaties for registration, as an 

additional option to the existing ways of submission in electronic or hard-copy 

format; 

 11. Recognizes the importance of the legal publications prepared by the Treaty 

Section, and stresses the need to update the Summary of Practice of the Secretary-

General as Depositary of Multilateral Treaties in the light of new developments and 

practices; 

 12. Acknowledges the efforts of the depositaries in the registration of treaties 

under Article 102 of the Charter, and encourages the continuation of such efforts in 

the future; 

 13. Calls upon the Secretary-General to ensure the expedited publication of 

the United Nations Treaty Series, in accordance with the regulations, through the 

prompt provision of editorial and translation services, to enable effective 

dissemination of and access to treaties; 

 14. Decides to undertake a thematic debate in the Sixth Committee to foster a 

technical exchange of views on practice relating to the strengthening and promoting 

of the international treaty framework, and in that regard invites Member States to 

focus their comments during the debate at the seventy-eighth session of the General 

Assembly on the subtopic “Best practices of depositaries of multilateral treaties”; 

 15. Also decides to include in the provisional agenda of its seventy-eighth 

session the item entitled “Strengthening and promoting the international treaty 

framework”. 

 

49th plenary meeting 

9 December 2021 
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  Annex 
 

 

  Regulations to give effect to Article 102 of the Charter of the 

United Nations  
 

 

  Part One 

  Registration 
 

  Article 1 
 

1. Every treaty or international agreement, whatever its form and descriptive name, 

entered into by one or more Members of the United Nations after 24 October 1945, 

the date of the coming into force of the Charter, shall as soon as possible be registered 

with the Secretariat in accordance with these regulations.  

2. Registration shall not take place until the treaty or international agreement has 

come into force between two or more of the parties thereto. A treaty or international 

agreement that is being provisionally applied prior to its entry into force may be 

registered as provisionally applied.  

3. Such registration may be effected by any party or in accordance with article 4 

of these regulations. Without prejudice to the right of a party to a treaty or 

international agreement to submit it for registration, if a treaty or international 

agreement designates one or more depositaries, any of the depositaries is encouraged 

to effect registration unless otherwise provided in the treaty or international 

agreement or agreed by its parties.  

4. The Secretariat shall record the treaties and international agreements so 

registered in a register established for that purpose.  

 

  Article 2 
 

1. When a treaty or international agreement has been registered with the 

Secretariat, a certified statement regarding any subsequent action which effects a 

change in the parties thereto, or the terms, scope or application thereof, shall also be 

registered with the Secretariat.  

2. The Secretariat shall record the certified statement so registered in the register 

established under article 1 of these regulations.  

 

  Article 3 
 

1. Registration by a party, in accordance with article 1 of these regulations, relieves 

all other parties of the obligation to register. Registration by a depositary, in 

accordance with article 1 of these regulations, relieves all parties of the obligation to 

register. 

2. Registration effected in accordance with article 4 of these regulations relieves 

all parties of the obligation to register.  

 

  Article 4 
 

1. Every treaty or international agreement subject to article 1 of these regulations 

shall be registered ex officio by the United Nations in the following cases:  

 (a) Where the United Nations is a party to the treaty or international 

agreement; 

 (b) Where the United Nations has been authorized by the treaty or 

international agreement to effect registration; 
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 (c) Where the United Nations is the depositary of a multilateral treaty or 

international agreement. 

2. A treaty or international agreement subject to article 1 of these regulations may 

be registered with the Secretariat by a specialized agency in the following cases:  

 (a) Where the constituent instrument of the specialized agency provides for 

such registration; 

 (b) Where the treaty or international agreement has been registered with the 

specialized agency pursuant to the terms of its constituent instrument; 

 (c) Where the specialized agency has been authorized by the treaty or 

international agreement to effect registration. 

 

  Article 5 
 

1. Any submission for registration under article 1 or 4 of these regulations shall 

include a certified copy of the treaty or international agreement, either in electronic 

or hard-copy format, together with a statement certifying that the text is a true and 

complete copy thereof.  

2. The certified copy shall reproduce the text in all the languages in which the 

treaty or international agreement was concluded, including all annexes or attachments 

constituting an integral part of the treaty or international agreement. In the case of 

multilateral treaties or agreements, it shall also include the text of all reservations or 

declarations made or confirmed by the parties at the time of deposit of their 

instruments of consent to be bound, in all authentic languages in which these 

reservations or declarations were made.  

3. In addition to a certified copy and the statement referred to, any submission may 

also include, where available, courtesy translations of the text into any of the official 

languages of the United Nations, in order to expedite translations into English and 

French for the purpose of publication in accordance with article 12 of these 

regulations.  

4. The certifying statement shall set forth: 

 (a) The full title of the treaty or international agreement; 

 (b) The date(s) and place(s) of conclusion of the treaty or international 

agreement; 

 (c) The date on which the treaty or international agreement has come into 

force; 

 (d) The method whereby it has come into force (for example: by signature, by 

ratification, approval or acceptance, by accession, etcetera);  

 (e) The authentic languages in which it was concluded and, when applicable, 

the language or languages in which courtesy translations are provided;  

 (f) When applicable, the names and official titles of the persons that have 

signed the treaty or international agreement on behalf of each party.  

5. In the case of multilateral treaties or agreements, the certifying statement shall 

include, in addition to the information described in paragraph 4 of this article : 

 (a) A list of all the parties to the treaty or international agreement, indicating 

the date of deposit of each party’s instrument of consent to be bound, the nature of 

such instrument (ratification, approval, acceptance, accession, etcetera) and the date 

of entry into force of the treaty for each party; and  
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 (b) A certification that it includes all reservations or declarations made by 

parties thereto. 

6. The requirements set forth in this article shall also apply to subsequent actions 

submitted pursuant to article 2 of these regulations. 

 

  Article 6 
 

 The date of receipt by the Secretariat of the United Nations of the treaty or 

international agreement registered shall be deemed to be the date of registration, 

provided that the date of registration of a treaty or agreement registered ex officio by 

the United Nations shall be the date on which the treaty or agreement first came into 

force between two or more of the parties thereto. 

 

  Article 7 
 

 A certificate of registration signed by the Secretary-General, or his or her 

representative, shall be issued to the registering party, or specialized agency or 

depositary, and also, upon request, to any party to the treaty or international 

agreement registered. Certificates of registration shall also be made public through 

electronic means. 

 

  Article 8 
 

1. The register shall be kept in the English and French languages. The register shall 

comprise in respect of each treaty or international agreement, a record of:  

 (a) The serial number given in the order of registration; 

 (b) The title given to the instrument by the parties; 

 (c) The names of the parties between whom it was concluded;  

 (d) The dates of signature, ratification, approval or acceptance, exchange of 

ratification, accession, and entry into force; 

 (e) The duration, where appropriate; 

 (f) The language or languages in which it was drawn up;  

 (g) The name of the party, specialized agency or depositary which registers 

the instrument and the date of such registration;  

 (h) Particulars of publication in the treaty series of the United Nations.  

2. Such information shall also be included in the register in regard to the statements 

registered under article 2 of these regulations.  

3. The texts of registered treaties or international agreements, together with the 

certifying statements, shall remain in the custody of the Secretariat.  

 

  Article 9 
 

 The Secretary-General, or his or her representative, shall ensure that the register 

is publicly accessible, including through electronic means.  
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  Part Two 

  Filing and recording 
 

  Article 10 
 

 The Secretariat shall file and record treaties and international agreements, other 

than those subject to registration under article 1 of these regulations, if they fall in 

the following categories: 

 (a) Treaties or international agreements entered into by the United Nations or 

by one or more of the specialized agencies;  

 (b) Treaties or international agreements transmitted by a Member of the 

United Nations which were entered into before the coming into force of the Charter, 

but which were not included in the treaty series of the League of Nations;  

 (c) Treaties or international agreements transmitted by a party not a member 

of the United Nations which were entered into before or after the coming into force 

of the Charter which were not included in the treaty series of the League of Nations.  

 

  Article 11 
 

 The provisions of articles 2, 5 and 8 of these regulations shall apply, mutatis 

mutandis, to all treaties and international agreements filed and recorded under 

article 10 of these regulations. 

 

  Part Three 

  Publication 
 

  Article 12 
 

1. The Secretariat shall publish as soon as possible in a single series every treaty 

or international agreement which is registered or filed and recorded, in the original 

language or languages, followed by a translation in English and in French. The 

certified statements referred to in article 2 of these regulations shall be published in 

the same manner.  

2. The Secretariat will, however, have the option not to publish in extenso a treaty 

or international agreement, or a technical annex to a treaty or international agreement, 

belonging to one of the following categories: 

 (a) Assistance and cooperation agreements of limited scope concerning 

financial, commercial, administrative or technical matters;  

 (b) Agreements relating to the organization of conferences, seminars or 

meetings; 

 (c) Agreements that are to be published otherwise than in the series mentioned 

in paragraph 1 of this article by the United Nations Secretariat, or by a specialized or 

related agency; 

 (d) Multilateral agreements that are to be published in a format similar to the 

series mentioned in paragraph 1 of this article by their depositaries;  

 (e) Technical annexes to treaties or agreements where technical annexes are 

frequently amended. 

3. In deciding whether or not to publish in extenso a treaty or international 

agreement belonging to one of the categories mentioned in paragraph 2 of this article, 

the Secretariat shall duly take into account, inter alia, the practical value that might 

accrue from in extenso publication. Treaties and international agreements that the 

Secretariat intends not to publish in extenso shall be identified as such in the register, 
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it being understood that a decision not to publish in extenso may be reversed at any 

time. 

4. Any State or intergovernmental organization may obtain from the Secretary-

General a copy of the text of any treaty or international agreement which it has been 

decided, pursuant to paragraph 2 of this article, not to publish in extenso. The 

Secretariat shall likewise make a copy of any such treaty or agreement available to 

private persons against payment.  

5. In respect of each treaty or international agreement registered or filed and 

recorded, the series referred to in paragraph 1 of this article shall include at least the 

following information: the registration or recording number, the names of the parties, 

the title, the date and place of conclusion, the date and method of entry into force, the 

duration (where appropriate), the languages of conclusion, the name of the State or 

organization that has registered it or transmitted it for filing and recording, and, if 

appropriate, references to publications in which the complete text of the treaty or 

international agreement is reproduced. 

 

  Article 13 
 

 The Secretariat shall make available the series referred to in article 12 of these 

regulations through any electronic means that may be available. The text of a 

registered treaty or international agreement, as submitted, and unofficial translations 

into English and French prepared by the Secretariat shall also be made available 

online, as soon as possible after registration and prior to publication in the series. The 

Secretariat shall send printed copies of the series to Members of the United Nations, 

upon request.  

 



CHECKLIST FOR REGISTRATION 
 

WHERE TO TRANSMIT • Hard-copy submissions should be addressed to the Treaty 

Section at 2 UN Plaza - Room DC2-0501, 323 E 44th 

Street, New York, NY 10017, United States of America 

• All electronic submissions by e-mail should be sent to 

treatyregistration@un.org 

PRELIMINARY CHECKS • Verify whether the treaty has already been registered with 

the Secretariat. Registered treaties can be searched at the 

United Nations Treaty Collection website  

• Provisions in a treaty may invoke other treaties that form a 

part thereof and are essential for their application or 

implementation. If those other treaties are not yet 

registered, they should also be submitted for registration. 

DOCUMENTATION TO BE 

PROVIDED 

 
TYPE OF INFORMATION 

 

1. Treaty / Agreement with all its 

attachments such as annexes 

• ONE certified true and complete copy of all authentic 

text(s), either in electronic or hard-copy format 

• Electronic copies should be of high quality and transmitted 

in PDF or TIFF format (black and white, 300 dpi image 

resolution or higher, and G4 image compression method) 

2. Text of reservations, declarations 

and objections, if applicable (for 

multilateral treaties only) 

• ONE certified true and complete copy of all authentic 

text(s), either in electronic or hard-copy format 

• Electronic copies should be of high quality and transmitted 

in PDF or TIFF format (black and white, 300 dpi image 

resolution or higher, and G4 image compression method)  

3. Certifying statement • Statement that it is a true and complete copy 

• Full title of the treaty 

• Date and place of conclusion 

• Date of entry into force 

• Method of entry into force (signature, ratification, approval, 

accession, notification, etc.) 

• Authentic languages 

• Language(s) of courtesy translations, if available 

• Names of signatories, if available 

• Certification of inclusion in the submission of all 

reservations, declarations and objections made by the parties 

(for multilateral treaties only) 

4. List of parties (for multilateral 

treaties only) 
• For each party, please provide: 

• Date of deposit of the instrument 

• Nature of the instrument (ratification, accession, etc.) 
• Date of entry into force of the treaty for that party 

 

5. Maps (if applicable) 
• ONE certified true and complete hard copy of the 

original map in its original scale or 

• ONE high resolution (300 dpi color mode or higher) 

scanned digital file 

6. Courtesy translation of 1 and 2 

above into any of the six official 

languages of the United Nations (if 

available) 

• ONE hard copy or one electronic copy 

 

mailto:treatyregistration@un.org
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/AdvanceSearch.aspx?tab=UNTS&clang=_en

