
U N I T E D  N A T I O N S  N A T I O N S  U N I E S  

P O S T A L  A D D R E S S - A D R E S S E  P O S T A L E :  U N I T E D  N A T I O N S .  N  Y 10017 
L-AIII I: ,\DI>I~$:SS-,II>I~ESSI: r r : ~  IKGI<,II~IIIQ~IIL L !S ,~ ' I IOSS  XI:I\'YOI~K 

The Legal Counsel presents her co~npli~nerits to the Permanent Representatives 
to the United Nations arid has the honour to co~n~nunicate the following in relation to the 
Secreta~y-General's require~rients applicable to inst~u~nents of ratification, acceptance, 
approval, accession and related instruinents to be deposited with hiin as depositaiy of 
multilateral treaties. 

With a view to assisting States in increasing participation in the multilateral 
treaty framework, the Treaty Section of the Ofice of L,egal Affairs, which discharges the 
functions of the Secretary-General in his capacity as depositary, has prepared the 
attached Guidelines. These Guidelines address (i) the Secretary-General's requirements, 
consistent with treaty law and his practice, applicable to instruments of ratification, 
acceptance, approval, accession and related instruments, and (ii) the delivery of such 
instruments to the Secretary-General. It would be greatly appreciated if Member 
States could use these Guidelirzes as a reference to ensure the completeness of their 
submissions. It is noted that if any iristruinent does not satisfy the requirements, it rnay 
not be accepted in deposit. 

To facilitate prompt processing of actions, States are urged to provide courtesy 
translations in English and/or French of instru~nents submitted for deposit with the 
Secretary-General in other languages. In this regard, the attention of the Member States 
is drawn to General Assembly resolutions A/RES/482 (V) of 12 December 1950 and 
A/RES/54/28 of 17 November 1999 addressing the question of translations. 

Additional information on the deposit of binding instruments rnay be obtained 
from the Sur7znza1y qfpractice of tlze Secl-etary-Gerzel*al as Deposita~y of Multilateral 
Treaties (ST/L,EG/7/Rev. 1) and the Treaty Hatzdbook published by the Treaty Section. 
Both publications are available on the United Nations Treaty Collection at the following 
address: http://treaties.un.org. The Treaty Harzdboolc also contains model instruments. 

The L,egal Counsel draws the attention of the Permanent Representatives to the 
announcement that per 1 April 20 10 the depositary notifications will no longer be issued 
on paper. They are posted on the United Nations Treaty Collection at 
http://treaties.un.org and can be subscribed to. 



Also available in the United Nations Treaty Collection are electronic versions of 
the certified true copies of inultilateral treaties deposited with the Secreta~y-General of 
the United Nations as well as their pal-ticipation status (signatures, ratifications, 
acceptances, approvals, accessions, declarations, resewations, objections, etc.). States 
are encouraged to inake use of these resources. 

The L,egal Counsel of the United Nations avails herself of this oppoi-tunity to 
renew to the Pennanent Representatives to the united Nations the assurances of her 
highest consideration. 



DEPOSITARY GUIDELINES 

Requirements for the deposit of instruments of ratification, acceptance, 
approval, accession and related instruments 

The instrument must contain the following: 

1. The title of the treaty coricemed and the type of action clearly identified, consistent 
with the provisions of the treaty, i.e., ratification, acceptance, approval, accession, 
corisent to be bound, etc.; 

2. An una~nbiguous expression of the will of the Gove~mnent, acting on behalf of the 
State, to recognize itself as being bound by the treaty concenied and to undel-take 
faithfilly to obse~ve arid i~nple~nent its provisions (a si~nple reference to a domestic 
statutory provision will be inadequate); 

3. If required, the scope of application identified in conformity with the provisions of 
the relevant treaty; 

4. If required, all ~naridato~y declarations and notifications in accordance with the 
provisions of the relevant treaty; 

5. The date and place where the insti-uinent was issued; 
6. The signature of the Head of State, Head of Governierit or Minister for Foreign 

Affairs or a person acting, ad irzterinz, as one of the above authorities; 
7. The title of the signatory. In the case of a person acting, ad intel-inz, as the Head of 

State, Head of Govemnerit or Minister for Foreign Affairs, the title must indicate 
that the person is exercising such powers ad iizterinz. In this respect, the depositary 
accepts the following fomulations: Acting President, Acting Prime Minister, Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, President ad irzterirn, Priine Minister ad irzterinz and 
Minister for Foreign Affairs ad irzterirrz; 

8. Official seal. This is optional and cannot replace the signature of one of the 
authorities of State; and 

9. Where resewatioris are intended, such resewations inust be signed by the Head of 
State, Head of Govemnent or Minister for Foreign Affairs or a person acting, ad 
irzterirrz, as one of the above authorities. Resewations inay either be iricluded in the 
instrument or, if riot, separately signed by one of the authorities of State. 

Delivery of instruments to the Secretary-General 

The iristru~rient of ratification, acceptance, approval or accessiori becomes effective 
only when it is deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations at 
United Nations Headquarters in New York. 
Delivery of such instruments to the Treaty Section directly ensures proinpt 
processing of the action (380 Madison Avenue, 13 '~  floor). 
Copies of signed instruments may be faxed to the Treaty Section, provided that the , 

original pro~nptly follows (Fax: +1 (212) 963-3693). The deposita~y will also accept 
a scanned copy of a signed docu~nerit transmitted by electronic inail to the following 
einail address: deposita1ycn(i2ui1.org. You can always contact the Treaty Section if 
you need additional information at +1 2 12 963-5047. 


