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The Secretary-General’s Letter to Heads of State and Government 
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THE SECRETARY-GENERAL  

 
 
 
 
14 March 2005 

 
 

Excellency, 
 

I have the honour to refer to the forthcoming High-Level Plenary meeting 
of the 60th General Assembly commencing at United Nations Headquarters in  
New York on 14 September 2005.  The High-Level Plenary meeting will provide a 
distinct opportunity for States to demonstrate their continuing commitment to the 
central role of the rule of law in international relations by participating in the 
annual treaty event of the United Nations.  This year, consistent with the focus of 
the report of the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, the treaty 
event will highlight treaties reflecting a broad range of interconnected concerns: 
ranging from terrorism to organized crime and corruption, from human rights to 
those addressing environmental and disarmament issues.   The treaty event, 
entitled Focus 2005: Responding to Global Challenges, will be held from  
14 to16 September 2005. 

 
This year marks the 60th anniversary of the establishment of the  

United Nations.  In addition, in September, Member States will review progress 
made in the implementation of the Millennium Declaration and the Millennium 
Development Goals.  I hope that the international community will use this 
opportunity to take further action to make the world safer and more equitable and 
the United Nations a more effective organization, including strengthening the 
multilateral framework of treaties of which I am the depositary.  

 
  Ours is an age of unprecedented interconnectedness.  The destinies of 

peoples around the world and the threats they face are interwoven; and, as the 
High-Level Panel noted, “[w]e all share responsibility for each other’s security”.  
Consistent with the focus of the report, the treaties chosen for Focus 2005 reflect 
that “the central challenge for the twenty-first century is to fashion a new and 
broader understanding, bringing together all these strands, of what collective 
security means – and of all the responsibilities, commitments, strategies and 
institutions that come with it if a collective security system is to be effective,  
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efficient and equitable”.  The treaties also reflect the international community’s 
efforts over sixty years to build a multilateral framework of agreed rules not only 
to govern inter-state relations but also to strengthen the legal environment in 
which individuals live and businesses operate.  
 

Continuing the tradition established during the Millennium Summit, the 
Treaty Event will be held in a specially designated location in the Secretariat 
building with facilities to accommodate the media.  
 

I wish to extend this invitation to you to make use of this occasion to 
reaffirm your State’s commitment to the rule of law in international relations and, 
in particular, to the treaties featured in Focus 2005, by signing and ratifying or 
acceding to those treaties of which I am the depositary to which your country is 
not party already. Of course, this opportunity could be used to sign and ratify or 
accede to any other treaty of which I am the depositary.   
 

In connection with this event, the Treaty Section of the Office of Legal 
Affairs will be publishing a document entitled Focus 2005: Responding to Global 
Challenges, summarizing the objectives and key provisions of the highlighted 
treaties.  

 
In addition to undertaking actions to participate in the international treaty 

framework, States may also need to take adequate measures to implement the 
relevant treaty obligations within their domestic jurisdictions. I wish to underline 
the call made in my Millennium Report, and repeated subsequently, to those 
States which might need assistance in this respect to advise me of their needs.   

 
I would like to request that you inform me by 1 September 2005 of your 

intention to sign, ratify or accede to any of the treaties of which I am the 
depositary during Focus 2005 so that the necessary arrangements can be made by 
the Secretariat. I am also attaching a list of all multilateral treaties of which I am 
the depositary to enable a more comprehensive review of your country’s 
participation in these multilateral treaties.  
 
 Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 
 

           
Kofi A. Annan 
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R E F E R E N C E :   29 March 2005 
 
 
Excellency, 
 
 I have the honour to refer to the Secretary-General’s letter of invitation 
addressed to Heads of State and Government to participate in this year’s annual treaty 
event, Focus 2005: Responding to Global Challenges. This year’s event will be held 
from 14 to 16 September 2005 at United Nations Headquarters in New York during 
the High-Level Plenary meeting of the sixtieth General Assembly. Consistent with the 
themes of the report of the High-Level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change, the 
treaty event will highlight the treaties deposited with the Secretary-General reflecting 
a broad array of interconnected concerns: ranging from terrorism to organized crime 
and corruption, from human rights to those addressing environmental and 
disarmament issues. 
 
 You may recall the successful treaty events which have been held annually since 
the Millennium Summit. Consistent with this tradition, the Treaty Section of the 
Office of Legal Affairs will organize another high profile ceremony this year also. 
 
 It is noted that, consistent with the rules of international law and the practice of 
the Secretary-General, a Head of State or Government or a Foreign Minister does not 
require Full Powers to execute a treaty action in person. Furthermore, where general 
Full Powers have been issued to a designated person and have been deposited with the 
Secretariat in advance, specific Full Powers are not required for that person. 
 
 However, where an action relating to a treaty deposited with the 
Secretary-General is to be undertaken by a person other than the Head of State or 
Government or the Foreign Minister, duly executed Full Powers are necessary. 
 
 Secretary-General’s requirements for a valid instrument of Full Powers include:  
 
 • Title of the treaty must be identified; 
 • Full name and title of the person duly authorized to sign the treaty 

concerned (in the case of signature) or the relevant instrument (in the case 
of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession) must be specified; 

 
 
 
 



 x

 
 
 
 
 • Date and place of signature; and 
 • Signed by the Head of State, Head of Government or Minister for 

Foreign Affairs. 
 
 Full Powers should be submitted for verification to the Treaty Section well in 
advance of the intended date of the treaty action. Further information on Full Powers 
can be obtained from the Treaty Handbook and the Summary of Practice of the 
Secretary-General as Depositary of Multilateral Treaties (ST/LEG/7/Rev.1). These 
documents are also available on the “United Nations Treaty Collection on the 
Internet” (UNTC) at http://untreaty.un.org. 
 
 Information on the status of treaties deposited with the Secretary-General may 
be obtained from the Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-General: 
Status as at 31 December 2004 (ST/LEG/SER.E/23) or from the UNTC, which is 
updated daily. 
 
 The Secretary-General in his letter requested advice on the nature of any 
assistance that may be required by a State in order to undertake treaty actions or to 
give internal effect to the relevant treaty obligations. In this connection, I draw your 
attention to the web site containing information on legal technical assistance available 
within the United Nations system (see http://www.un.org/law/technical/technical.htm). 
Also, during May 2005, the Treaty Section of the Office of Legal Affairs will conduct 
a Workshop at Headquarters on treaty law and practice customized to meet the needs 
of government officials in relation to treaties against terrorism and organized crime. 
 
 Advice before 1 September 2005 on your Government’s intention to sign, ratify 
or accede to any of the multilateral treaties deposited with the Secretary-General 
would assist us in making the necessary arrangements, including for appropriate media 
coverage. It is requested that appointments be made by contacting the Treaty Section 
of the Office of Legal Affairs at telephone: (212) 963-5047; fax: (212) 963-3693; or 
e-mail: treaty@un.org. 
 
 Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 
 

      
     Nicolas Michel 
     Under-Secretary-General 
     for Legal Affairs 
     The Legal Counsel
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FOREWORD 
 
 

 
 In September 2005, world leaders will come together at a Summit at United 
Nations Headquarters in New York to review progress in implementing the Millennium 
Declaration. Before them will be an agenda for far-reaching decisions on development, 
security and human rights, and for reform of the United Nations.  
 
 Progress in all these areas depends, crucially, on the strength of our collective 
efforts to consolidate and advance the rule of law -- in each country, and in international 
affairs. That is why I have invited world leaders attending the Summit between 14 and 16 
September to participate in a special treaty event to be held in parallel with it. At the 
event, I encourage them to sign, ratify or accede to those multilateral treaties deposited 
with me with regard to which their States have not already undertaken such treaty 
actions.  
 
 This booklet summarizes the objectives and key provisions of the 32 treaties that 
will be the subject of particular attention during the treaty event. They address a range of 
global challenges -- human rights, refugees, penal matters, terrorism, organized crime and 
corruption, the environment, the law of the sea, disarmament, health and the law of 
treaties. Wider participation in these treaties would help advance development, security 
and human rights. 
 
 I particularly urge all States to become party to all treaties relating to the 
protection of civilians, who are the prime casualties when the global standards 
incorporated in these treaties are ignored. I also encourage them to sign, ratify and accede 
to the International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism, which I 
called for in my report, and which has since been adopted by the General Assembly.   
 
 The treaties highlighted in this booklet are a selection of the over 500 multilateral 
treaties of which I am depositary - an impressive normative framework that is one of the 
most important achievements of the United Nations. States, individuals, organizations 
and business entities undertake untold numbers of day-to-day activities on the basis of 
these norms. However, in crucial areas, we suffer from selective or incomplete 
implementation - and sometimes, no implementation at all. Hence, in calling on all States 
to signal their commitment to the rule of law by participating in this important treaty 
event, I equally urge them to demonstrate that commitment with concrete action to 
implement the obligations they have undertaken. I also encourage States to act on the 
proposals in my report to strengthen the capacity of the United Nations to assist States to 
fulfill their obligations.  
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 In 2005, let us remember that one of the founding purposes of the United Nations 
was to establish conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations arising 
from treaties and other sources of international law can be maintained. As we 
reinvigorate the United Nations, let us renew our commitment to that goal - and let us act 
on it.  
 
 

         
                              Kofi A. Annan 
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International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights 
(New York, 16 December 1966) 

 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

Economic, social and cultural rights are designed to ensure the protection of individuals as 
full persons, based on a perspective in which people can enjoy rights, freedoms and social 
justice simultaneously. In a world where, according to the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), "a fifth of the developing world's population goes hungry every night, 
a quarter lacks access to even a basic necessity like safe drinking water, and a third lives in 
a state of abject poverty at such a margin of human existence that words simply fail to 
describe it" (UNDP, Human Development Report 1994, Oxford University Press, 1994, p. 2) 
the importance of renewed attention and commitment to the full realization of economic, 
social and cultural rights is self-evident. 

Despite significant progress since the establishment of the United Nations in addressing 
problems of human deprivation, well over 1 billion people live in circumstances of 
extreme poverty, homelessness, hunger and malnutrition, unemployment, illiteracy and 
chronic ill-health. More than 1.5 billion people lack access to clean drinking water and 
sanitation; some 500 million children don't have access to even primary education; and more 
than 1 billion adults cannot read and write. This massive scale of marginalization, in spite of 
continued global economic growth and development, raises serious questions, not only in 
relation to development, but also in relation to basic human rights. 

Of all the basic human rights standards, the International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights (the Covenant) provides the most important international legal 
framework for protecting basic human rights. 

 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

The Covenant contains some of the most significant international legal provisions 
establishing economic, social and cultural rights, including rights relating to work in just 
and favourable conditions, to social protection, to an adequate standard of living, to the 
highest attainable standards of physical and mental health, to education and to enjoyment of 
the benefits of cultural freedom and scientific progress. It also provides for the right of self-
determination; equal rights for men and women; the right to work; the right to just and 
favourable conditions of work; the right to form and join trade unions; the right to social 
security and social insurance; protection and assistance to the family; the right to adequate 
standard of living; the right to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health; 
the right to education; the right to take part in cultural life; and the right to enjoy the benefits 
of scientific progress and its applications. 

Compliance by Parties with their obligations under the Covenant and the level of 
implementation of the rights and duties in question is monitored by the Committee on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which submits annual reports on its activities to the 
Economic and Social Council. 

The Committee works on the basis of many sources of information, including reports 
submitted by Parties and information from United Nations specialized agencies including 
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the International Labour Organisation, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization, the World Health Organization, the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations, the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund. In addition, 
information is submitted from the United Nations Development Programme, the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the United Nations Centre for Human 
Settlements (Habitat) and others. It also makes use of information from other United Nations 
treaty bodies, from national non-governmental and community-based organizations working 
in States, which have ratified the Covenant, from international human rights and other non-
governmental organizations, and from generally available literature. 
 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Covenant entered into force on 3 January 1976 (article 27). 
 
HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Covenant is open for signature (indefinitely), ratification and accession by any State 
Member of the United Nations or member of any of its specialized agencies, by any State Party 
to the Statute of the International Court of Justice, and by any other State which has been 
invited to become a Party by the General Assembly of the United Nations (article 26). 

 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

The Convention is silent with regard to declarations and notifications.  
 
RESERVATIONS 
 

The Covenant is silent with regard to reservations.  
 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

The Covenant is silent with regard to denunciation and withdrawal. 
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International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(New York, 16 December 1966) 

 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 was codified into two Covenants, 
which the General Assembly adopted on 16 December 1966. Together with the Optional 
Protocols, they constitute the "International Bill of Human Rights". The International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights (the Covenant) is a landmark in the efforts of the international 
community to promote human rights. It defends the right to life and stipulates that no 
individual can be subjected to torture, enslavement, forced labour and arbitrary detention or be 
restricted from such freedoms as movement, expression and association. 
 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

The Covenant is divided into six parts. Part I reaffirms the right of self-determination. Part 
II formulates general obligations by Parties, notably to implement the Covenant through 
legislative and other measures, to provide effective remedies to victims and to ensure gender 
equality, and it restricts the possibility of derogation. Part III spells out the classical civil and 
political rights, including the right to life, the prohibition of torture, the right to liberty and 
security of person, the right to freedom of movement, the right to a fair hearing, the right to 
privacy, the right to freedom of religion, freedom of expression, freedom of peaceful assembly, 
the right to family life, the rights of children to special protection, the right to participate in the 
conduct of public affairs, the over-arching right to equal treatment, and the special rights of 
persons belonging to ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities. Part IV regulates the election 
of members of the Human Rights Committee, the State reporting procedure and the inter-State 
complaints mechanism. Part V stipulates that nothing in the Covenant shall be interpreted as 
impairing the inherent right of all peoples to enjoy and to utilize fully their natural resources. 
Part VI provides that the Covenant shall extend to all parts of federal States and sets out the 
amendment procedure. The Covenant is not subject to denunciation. 

The Human Rights Committee monitors implementation by Parties in a variety of ways. 
Initial and periodic reports are examined by the plenary, which formulates concluding 
observations with concrete recommendations. In order to assist Parties in preparing reports, the 
Committee has formulated 28 general comments, which constitute a commentary on the 
provisions of the Covenant. Well in advance of the examination of a report, the Committee 
forwards a list of issues to the Party concerned. The list is prepared by the members and takes 
into consideration information received from other United Nations organs and specialized 
agencies as well as from non-governmental organizations. 
 
 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Covenant entered into force on 23 March 1976 (article 49). 
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HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Covenant is open for signature (indefinitely), and ratification and accession by any 
State Member of the United Nations or member of any of its specialized agencies, by any State 
Party to the Statute of the International Court of Justice, and by any other State which has been 
invited to become a Party by the General Assembly of the United Nations (article 48). 
 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

A Party may derogate from certain rights established under the Covenant for the duration 
of officially proclaimed public emergencies, which threaten the life of the nation. The 
derogation is possible to the extent strictly required by the exigencies of the situation and it 
cannot be made if inconsistent with other international law obligations, if it involves 
discrimination solely on the ground of race, colour, sex, language, religion or social origin, or 
if it is made with regard to certain core provisions. The Secretary-General must be immediately 
informed of any such derogation in accordance with article 4 (3). 

Parties may at any time declare that they recognize the competence of the Human Rights 
Committee to receive and consider communications to the effect that a Party claims that 
another Party is not fulfilling its obligations under the present Covenant (article 41). 
 
RESERVATIONS 
 

The Covenant is silent with regard to reservations. 
 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

The Covenant is not subject to denunciation. 
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Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights 

(New York, 16 December 1966) 
 

 
OBJECTIVES 
 

The (first) Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(the Protocol) provides Parties to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (the 
Covenant) with the option to recognize the additional competence of the Human Rights 
Committee to receive and examine communications from individuals. It allows individuals or 
groups of individuals who have exhausted local remedies to petition the Committee directly 
about alleged violations of the Covenant by their Governments. 
 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

Under the Protocol, the Committee's final decisions on the merits are akin to 
judgements, but are called "Views". As a direct result of the Committee's Views, Parties 
have commuted death sentences, released prisoners, paid compensation to victims and 
changed their legislation. The Committee has also established a follow-up procedure and 
conducts visits to Parties to assist them in the implementation of the Committee's Views. 

The Committee's case law under the Protocol is increasingly quoted by national and 
international tribunals and has given rise to considerable interest in the academic community, 
since it constitutes the concretization of human rights in individual cases. 

 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Protocol entered into force on 23 March 1976 (article 9). 
 

HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Protocol is open for signature indefinitely by any State which has signed the Covenant 
and to ratification and accession by any State which has ratified or acceded to the Covenant 
(article 8). 

 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

The Protocol is silent with regard to declarations and notifications.  
 

RESERVATIONS 
 

The Protocol is silent with regard to reservations. 
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DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

Any Party may denounce the Protocol at any time by written notification addressed to the 
Secretary-General. The denunciation shall take effect for the Party concerned three months 
after the date on which the notification is received by the Secretary-General (article 12). 
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Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide  

(New York, 9 December 1948) 
 

 
OBJECTIVES 
 

Genocide has inflicted great losses on humanity in all periods of history. The Convention 
on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (the Convention) confirms that 
genocide is a crime under international law, whether committed in peacetime or during war. 
The objective of the Convention is to establish effective measures for the prevention and 
punishment of such crimes. 

 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

In the Convention, genocide means any act committed with the intent to destroy, in whole 
or in part, a national, ethnic, racial or religious group. The Convention applies to the 
crimes of genocide, conspiracy to commit genocide, direct and public incitement to 
commit genocide, attempt to commit genocide and complicity in genocide. Persons 
committing these crimes are subject to punishment, whether they are constitutionally 
responsible rulers, public officials or private individuals. 

Persons charged with genocide offences are to be tried by a tribunal of the State in the 
territory where the act was committed or by an international penal tribunal that has jurisdiction 
with respect to the Parties that have accepted its jurisdiction. 

Parties are obliged to establish jurisdiction over the offences described and make the 
offences punishable by appropriate penalties. The offences referred to in the Convention are 
not considered to be political crimes for the purpose of extradition; they are deemed to be 
extraditable offences between Parties in accordance with domestic laws and treaties in force. 

 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Convention entered into force on 12 January 1951 (article XIII). 
 

HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Convention is closed for signature. It is subject to ratification by Signatories. The 
Convention is open to accession by any Member of the United Nations and any non-Member 
State to which an invitation to accede has been addressed by the General Assembly of the 
United Nations (article XI). 

 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

The Convention is silent with regard to declarations and notifications. 
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RESERVATIONS 
 

The Convention is silent with regard to reservations.  
 

DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

A Party may denounce the Convention by written notification addressed to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations at least six months before the expiration of the current 
successive five year period (article XIV). 
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Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment 

(New York, 10 December 1984) 
 

 
OBJECTIVES 
 

Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment are particularly 
serious violations of human rights and, as such, are strictly condemned by international law. 
Based upon the recognition that such practices are outlawed, the Convention against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (the 
Convention) strengthens the existing prohibition by a number of supporting measures. The 
Convention provides for several forms of international supervision in relation to the 
observance by Parties of their obligations under the Convention including the creation of an 
international supervisory body – the Committee against Torture – which can consider 
complaints from a Party or from or on behalf of individuals. 

 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

The prohibition against torture is absolute and, according to the Convention, no 
exceptional circumstances whatsoever, including state of emergency or war or an order from a 
public authority may be invoked as a justification of torture. The Convention defines "Torture" 
as: "... any act by which severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is 
intentionally inflicted on a person for such purposes as obtaining from him or a third person 
information or a confession, punishing him for an act he or a third person has committed or 
is suspected of having committed, or intimidating or coercing him or a third person, or for 
any reason based on discrimination of any kind, when such pain or suffering is inflicted by or 
at the instigation of or with the consent or acquiescence of a public official or other person 
acting in an official capacity. It does not include pain or suffering arising only from, inherent 
in or incidental to lawful sanctions."  

Parties have the obligation to prevent and punish not only acts of torture as defined in 
the Convention, but also other acts of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, 
when such acts are committed by or at the instigation of or with the consent or acquiescence 
of a public official or other person acting in an official capacity. 

Parties have an obligation to take effective legislative, administrative, judicial or other 
measures to prevent acts of torture from occurring on their territories. Measures mentioned in 
the Convention include the prohibition and punishability by appropriate penalties of all acts of 
torture in domestic criminal law; education and information regarding the prohibition against 
torture to be fully integrated into the training of law enforcement personnel, civil or military, 
medical personnel, public officials and others; the systematic review by Parties of 
interrogation rules, instructions, methods and practices as well as of arrangements for the 
custody and treatment of suspects, detainees and prisoners; guarantees for the prompt and 
impartial investigation by competent authorities into allegations of torture; the protection of 
witnesses; and the possibility for victims to obtain redress and fair and adequate compensation 
and rehabilitation. 
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In addition, Parties have an obligation not to expel, return or extradite a person to 
another State where he or she would be in danger of being subjected to torture. An act of 
torture is required to be made an extraditable offence and a Party is to take measures to 
establish its jurisdiction over crimes of torture committed in any part of its territory by one of 
its nationals and when an alleged offender is present on its territory and not extradited. 

In order to monitor and review actions taken by Parties to fulfil their obligations, the 
Committee against Torture has four procedures at its disposal. The first is the obligation for 
all Parties to submit periodic reports to the Committee for examination, which results in the 
adoption of recommendations by the Committee to the Party in question. A particular feature 
of the Convention is that if the Committee receives reliable information indicating that torture 
is being systematically practised in the territory of a Party, the Committee may decide to 
initiate a confidential inquiry into the situation. Such inquiry would be carried out in 
cooperation with the Party concerned and would include country visits. The Committee can 
also consider complaints from individuals who claim to be victims of a violation by a Party 
to the Convention. This may be done only if the Party concerned has declared that it 
recognizes the competence of the Committee to receive and examine such complaints. Finally, 
a procedure of State-to-State complaints is provided for by the Convention, but has thus far 
never been resorted to. 
 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Convention entered into force on 26 June 1987 (article 27). 
 

HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Convention is open for signature indefinitely by all States. It is subject to ratification 
by Signatories and open to accession by all States (articles 25 and 26). 

 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

A Party may at any time declare that it recognizes the competence of the Committee 
against Torture to receive and consider communications to the effect that a Party claims that 
another Party is not fulfilling its obligations under the Convention (article 21). 

A Party may at any time declare that it recognizes the competence of the Committee 
against Torture to receive and consider communications from or on behalf of individuals 
subject to its jurisdiction who claim to be victims of a violation by a Party of the provisions of 
the Convention (article 22). 

 
RESERVATIONS 
 

The Convention is silent with regard to reservations. Each Party may, at the time of 
signature or ratification of the Convention or accession thereto, declare that it does not 
recognize the competence of the Committee against Torture provided for in article 20. Any 
Party having made such a reservation may, at any time, withdraw it by notification to the 
Secretary-General (article 28). 

Each Party may, at the time of signature or ratification of the Convention or accession 
thereto, declare that it does consider itself bound by article 30 (1), according to which 
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disputes among Parties relating to the interpretation or application of the Convention, which 
are not settled by negotiation, will be submitted to arbitration and, failing agreement on the 
organization of the arbitration six months after the date of the request for arbitration, to the 
International Court of Justice (article 30 (2)). 

 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

A Party may denounce the Convention by written notification to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations. The denunciation becomes effective one year after the date of receipt of 
the notification by the Secretary-General (article 31). 
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Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment 

(New York, 18 December 2002) 
 

 
OBJECTIVES 
 

The Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment (the Protocol) establishes an international monitoring 
mechanism that will enable the effective implementation of the Convention against Torture and 
other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (the Convention).  Its objective is 
to enhance the worldwide protection of persons deprived of liberty from torture and other cruel 
and degrading treatment or punishment.   
 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

The system established by the Protocol emphasizes the prevention of violations of the 
Convention. This preventive approach consists in regular monitoring of places where persons 
may be deprived of their liberty through visits conducted by expert bodies. A dual system is 
provided for under the Protocol: 1) the creation of an international expert body (the 
Subcommittee on Prevention) and 2) the establishment of national preventive mechanisms by 
Parties.  The international and national bodies will work in a complementary way: both will 
have a mandate to conduct regular visits to places where persons may be deprived of their 
liberty, described as places of detention, and make recommendations to competent authorities.  

Parties undertake to receive the Subcommittee on Prevention on their territory and grant it, 
as well as the national bodies, access to places of detention as well as provide all relevant 
information to such bodies in response to requests.   

The term “place of detention” is broadly defined by the Protocol. Therefore, visits by the 
national and international expert bodies will not be limited to prisons and police stations, but 
may also include pre-trial detention facilities; centers for juveniles; places of administrative 
detention; detention centres for migrants and asylum seekers; as well as medical and 
psychiatric institutions. 

The Protocol contains provisions on the Subcommittee on Prevention’s membership, terms 
and nominations, funding, as well as its mandate.  The Secretary-General is charged with 
providing staff and facilities for the effective performance of the functions of the 
Subcommittee on Prevention.    
 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Protocol has not yet entered into force. It shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after 
the date of deposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the twentieth 
instrument of ratification or accession (article 28). 
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HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Protocol is open for signature indefinitely by any State that is a Signatory or Party to 
the Convention, and is subject to ratification by any State that has ratified or acceded to the 
Convention. The Protocol shall be open to accession by any State that has ratified or acceded 
to the Convention (article 27). 
 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

Upon ratification or accession, Parties may make a declaration postponing the implementa-
tion of their obligations under either part III (concerning the mandate of the Subcommittee on 
Prevention) or part IV (concerning the national preventive mechanisms) of the Protocol. This 
postponement shall be valid for a maximum of three years but may be extended by the 
Committee against Torture for an additional two years after consultation with the 
Subcommittee on Prevention (article 24). 

 
RESERVATIONS 
 

Reservations to the Protocol are not permitted (article 30). 
 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

Denunciation of the Protocol is possible at any time by written notification addressed to the 
Secretary-General, and it shall take effect one year after the date of receipt of the notification 
by the Secretary-General (article 33 (1)).  

Denunciation does not have the effect of releasing the Party from its obligations under the 
Protocol in regard to any act or situation that may occur prior to the date on which the 
denunciation becomes effective, or to the actions that the Subcommittee on Prevention has 
decided or may decide to take with respect to the Party concerned, nor shall denunciation 
prejudice in any way the continued consideration of any matter already under consideration by 
the Subcommittee prior to the date on which the denunciation becomes effective (article 33 
(2)). 
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International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All 
Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families 

(New York, 18 December 1990) 
 

 
OBJECTIVES 
 

The globalization of markets, information and technology, as well as the liberalization of 
many laws affecting individuals' mobility, has enabled vast movements of people on a scale 
never seen before. The objective of the Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All 
Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (the Convention) is to create international 
standards for the protection of the human rights of migrant workers and their families. 

The reasons individuals migrate vary greatly. Some individuals migrate in order to escape 
desperate conditions in their home countries, such as war or famine. Others seek better living 
conditions in countries where economic opportunities seem to be more abundant or more 
equitable. 

However, all migrant workers are vulnerable to abuse by virtue of the fact that they are 
living in a foreign country. In fact, many may fall victim to human traffickers who recruit 
them under false pretences and some are even held against their will under slave like 
conditions. 

Migrants may face many forms of discrimination on the part of the institutions and laws 
of their host country or its people. They are often restricted by law in the kind of employment 
or conditions of work in which they can engage, even in cases where they were encouraged by 
foreign companies or Governments to settle in the host country. 

 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

The adoption of this Convention in 1990 was an historic event for migrant workers. It 
establishes, in certain areas, the principle of equality of treatment with nationals for all 
migrant workers and their families, irrespective of their legal status. 

This Convention sets forth, for the first time, internationally uniform definitions agreed 
upon by States for different categories of migrant workers. States also agreed upon the need 
for the sending, transit and receiving countries to institute protective action on behalf of the 
migrant workers. 

The Convention establishes standards to which Parties must adhere with respect to 
migrant workers. It incorporates six international human rights treaties that are today in 
force. It also provides for the establishment of a monitoring mechanism in the form of an 
international body of independent experts.  This independent body will periodically review 
the implementation of the Convention by Parties to the Convention. 

 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Convention entered into force on 1 July 2003 (article 87). 
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HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Convention is open for signature (indefinitely) and to ratification and accession 
(article 86). 
 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

A Party to the Convention may at any time declare that it recognizes the competence of 
the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their 
Families to receive and consider communications to the effect that a Party claims that another 
Party is not fulfilling its obligations under the Convention (article 76). 

A Party to the Convention may at any time declare that it recognizes the competence of 
the Committee to receive and consider communications from or on behalf of individuals 
subject to its jurisdiction who claim that their individual rights as established by the 
Convention have been violated by that Party (article 77). 

States may declare, at the time of signature or ratification, that they do not consider 
themselves bound by article 92.1, according to which disputes among Parties relating to 
the interpretation or application of the Convention which are not settled by negotiation will 
be submitted to arbitration, upon request of one of them, and, failing an agreement about 
the organization of the arbitration, to the International Court of Justice (article 92). 

 
RESERVATIONS 
 

A State ratifying or acceding to the Convention may not exclude the application of any 
part of it, or exclude any particular category of migrant workers from its application (article 
88). Reservations not compatible with the object and the purpose of the Convention are not 
permitted (article 91). 

 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

Denunciation of the Convention is possible only five years after it has entered into force 
for the Party concerned, and it becomes effective on the first day of the month following the 
expiration of a period of 12 months after the date of the receipt of the notification by the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations. 

Denunciation does not have the effect of releasing the Party from its obligations under the 
Convention with regard to any act or omission which occurs prior to the date at which the 
denunciation becomes effective, nor does it prejudice in any way the continued consideration 
of any matter which is already under consideration by the Committee prior to the date on 
which the denunciation becomes effective (article 89). 
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Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on 
the involvement of children in armed conflict 

(New York, 25 May 2000) 
 

 
OBJECTIVES 
 

The objective of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
on the involvement of children in armed conflict (the Protocol) is to increase the 
protection of children from involvement in armed conflict by raising the age of possible 
recruitment of persons into the armed forces and their participation in hostilities. 

 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

The Protocol establishes an obligation upon Parties to take all feasible measures to 
prevent the direct participation in hostilities by individuals under the age of eighteen. It 
prohibits the compulsory recruitment of persons under the age of eighteen into the armed 
forces, and also obliges Parties to raise the minimum age for voluntary recruitment of persons 
into the armed forces above the age set by the Convention on the Rights of the Child (the 
Convention). It further requires Parties to establish safeguards relative to the voluntary 
recruitment of individuals under the age of eighteen. The Protocol also proscribes the 
recruitment of persons under the age of eighteen years by armed groups that are distinct 
from the armed forces of a State. Finally, the Protocol sets forth an obligation upon Parties to 
report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child on its implementation. 

 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Protocol entered into force on 12 February 2002 (article 10).  
 
HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Protocol is open for signature, indefinitely, by any State that is a Party to the 
Convention or has signed it. The Protocol is subject to ratification and is open for accession 
by any State (article 9). 

 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

Each State shall deposit a binding declaration upon ratification or accession, which sets 
forth the minimum age at which the State will permit voluntary recruitment into its national 
armed forces and a description of the safeguards that it has adopted to ensure that such 
recruitment is not forced or coerced (article 3 (2)). 

 
RESERVATIONS 
 

The Protocol is silent with regard to reservations.  
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DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

Denunciation of the Protocol is possible at any time and it takes effect one year after the 
date of receipt of the notification by the Secretary-General of the United Nations. If, on the 
expiry of that year, the denouncing Party is engaged in armed conflict, the denunciation 
does not take effect before the end of the armed conflict. 

Denunciation does not have the effect of releasing the Party from its obligation under this 
Protocol with regard to any act that occurs prior to the date on which the denunciation 
becomes effective and it does not prejudice in any way the continued consideration of any 
matter that is already under consideration by the Committee on the Rights of the Child prior to 
the date on which the denunciation becomes effective (article 11). 
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Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on 
the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography 

(New York, 25 May 2000) 
 

 
OBJECTIVES  
 

The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, 
child prostitution and child pornography (the Protocol) supplements the provisions of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (the Convention) by extending the obligations of the 
Parties to guarantee the protection of the child from the sale of children, child prostitution and 
child pornography. 

 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

The Protocol obliges Parties to prohibit the "sale of children", "child prostitution", and 
"child pornography", as defined in the Protocol. It further obliges Parties to ensure that the 
above offences are covered under their respective criminal codes, and that such offences are 
punishable by appropriate penalties. Attempted offences are also proscribed. Parties must 
establish jurisdiction over the above offences in specified circumstances. Extradition and 
mutual assistance are also provided for in this context. 

The Protocol also obliges Parties to adopt appropriate measures to protect the rights and 
interest of child victims at all stages of the criminal justice process; to take various preventive 
measures, including the dissemination of information, education and training on the matter; 
and to provide all appropriate assistance to victims. Lastly, the Protocol provides a framework 
for increased international cooperation in these areas, in particular for the prosecution of 
offenders. 

 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Protocol entered into force on 18 January 2002 (article 14).  
 
HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Protocol is open for signature, indefinitely, by any State that is a Party to the 
Convention or has signed it, and for ratification and accession (article 13). 

 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

The Protocol is silent with regard to declarations and notifications.  
 
RESERVATIONS 
 

The Protocol is silent with regard to reservations. 
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DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

Denunciation of the Protocol is possible at any time by written notification and it takes 
effect one year after the date of receipt of the written notification by the Secretary-General. 

Denunciation does not have the effect of releasing the Party from its obligations under 
this Protocol in regard to any act or omission which occurs prior to the date at which the 
denunciation becomes effective, nor does it prejudice in any way the continued consideration 
of any matter which is already under consideration by the Committee on the Rights of the 
Child prior to the date at which the denunciation becomes effective (article 15). 
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Convention relating to the Status of Refugees 
(Geneva, 28 July 1951) 

 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

The Convention relating to the Status of Refugees (the Convention) is the key legal 
document in defining who is a refugee, the rights of refugees and the legal obligations of 
States in respect of refugees. It revised and consolidated previous international agreements 
relating to the status of refugees and extended the scope of and the protection accorded by, 
such instruments. It recognized the social and humanitarian nature of the problem of 
refugees and sought to prevent this problem from becoming a source of tension between 
States through international cooperation. 

 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

The Convention defines the term "refugee". It also excludes the application of the 
provisions of the Convention to various persons under specified conditions. 

Parties are obliged to apply the provisions of the Convention to refugees without 
discrimination as to race, religion or country of origin. Furthermore, Parties must accord to 
refugees in their territory treatment at least as favourable as that accorded to their nationals 
with respect to religious freedom and freedom as regards the religious education of children. 
Parties are required to accord to refugees the same treatment as is accorded to aliens generally, 
except where the Convention provides more favourable provisions. 

With regard to exceptional measures which may be taken against the person, property or 
interests of nationals of a foreign State, Parties are prohibited from taking such measures 
against a refugee who is formally a national of that State solely on account of such 
nationality. 

The Convention allows Parties to take provisional measures, in time of war or other grave 
and exceptional circumstances, which are considered necessary for national security with 
regard to refugees. 

The Convention addresses personal status issues; the acquisition of movable and 
immovable property and leases and other contracts relating to movable and immovable 
property; the protection of artistic rights and industrial property; rights of association; access 
to courts, including legal assistance; employment rights; public assistance; housing; public 
education; and labour legislation and social security issues with respect to refugees. 

The Convention addresses freedom of movement and the issuance of identity papers and 
travel documents to refugees. Parties are prohibited from imposing penalties on refugees on 
account of their illegal entry or presence, when they have arrived directly from a territory 
where their lives or freedom were threatened in the sense of article 1 (i.e., well-founded fear 
of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social 
group or political opinion), provided that they present themselves to the authorities without 
delay and show good cause for their illegal entry or presence. The Convention prohibits the 
expulsion or return of refugees (refoulement), except for national security or public order 
grounds. Refugees subject to expulsion under the domestic law of a Party are entitled to due 
process of law. Parties are required to facilitate the assimilation and naturalization of refugees. 
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The Convention obliges Parties to cooperate with the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. In this regard, Parties are required to provide the Office of the 
High Commissioner with requested information and statistical data concerning the conditions 
of refugees, the implementation of the Convention, and laws, regulations and decrees 
relating to refugees. Parties are required to communicate to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations the laws and regulations that they may adopt to ensure the application of the 
Convention. 
 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Convention entered into force on 22 April 1954 (article 43). 
 

HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Convention is closed for signature. It is subject to ratification by Signatories and is 
open to accession by Member States of the United Nations, by any other State invited to attend 
the Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Status of Refugees and Stateless Persons, or to 
which an invitation to accede will have been addressed by the General Assembly of the 
United Nations (article 39). 

 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

Parties are required to communicate to the Secretary-General of the United Nations the 
laws and regulations which they may adopt to ensure the application of the Convention (article 
36). 

Any State may, at the time of signature, ratification or accession, declare that the 
Convention shall extend to all or any of the territories for the international relations of which 
it is responsible. Such a declaration shall take effect when the Convention enters into force for 
the State concerned. At any time thereafter any such extension shall be made by notification 
addressed to the Secretary-General and shall take effect as from the ninetieth day after the 
date of receipt by the Secretary-General of this notification, or as from the date of entry into 
force of the Convention for the State concerned, whichever is later (article 40). 

 
RESERVATIONS 
 

At the time of ratification or accession, any State may make reservations to articles of the 
Convention other than to articles 1, 3, 4, 16 (1), 33 and 36 to 46 inclusive. Any State making 
a reservation may at any time withdraw the reservation by a communication to that effect 
addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations (article 42). 

 
 

DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

Any Party may denounce the Convention at anytime by a notification addressed to the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations. The denunciation takes effect for the Party 
concerned one year from the date on which the notification is received by the Secretary-
General (article 44). 
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Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees 
(New York, 31 January 1967) 

 
OBJECTIVES 
 

The Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees (the Protocol) expands the reach of the 
1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees. The Convention, which is the key legal 
document in defining who is a refugee, the rights of refugees and the legal obligations of 
States in respect of refugees, covers only those persons who became refugees as a result of 
events occurring before 1 January 1951. The Protocol removed the geographical and 
temporal restrictions from the Convention. 

 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

Parties to the Protocol undertake to apply articles 2 to 34 inclusive of the Convention to 
refugees as defined in the Protocol. The Protocol redefines the term "refugee" by removing 
the limitation of events occurring prior to January 1951.  Parties are required to apply the 
provisions of the Protocol without any geographic limitation, although existing declarations 
made by States already Parties to the Convention in accordance with article 1 B (1) (a) of the 
Convention apply also under the Protocol. 

The Protocol requires Parties to cooperate with the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees. In this regard, Parties are required to provide the Office of the 
High Commissioner with requested information and statistical data concerning the conditions 
of refugees, the implementation of the Protocol, and laws, regulations and decrees relating 
to refugees. Parties are also required to communicate to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations the laws and regulations that they may adopt to ensure the application of the Protocol. 

The Protocol contains provisions addressing the situation of a federal or non-unitary 
State. At the request of any other Party to the Protocol, a federal State that is a Party is 
required to transmit through the Secretary-General a statement of the law and practice of 
the federation and its constituent units in regard to any particular provision of the Convention 
to be applied in accordance with article I, paragraph 1, of the Protocol. The statement must 
indicate the extent to which effect has been given to that provision by legislative or other 
action. 

 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Protocol entered into force on 4 October 1967 (article VIII). 
 

HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Protocol is open for accession by all Parties to the Convention and by any other State 
Member of the United Nations or member of any of the specialized agencies or any State to 
which an invitation to accede may have been addressed by the General Assembly of the 
United Nations (article V). 
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OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

Declarations made under article 40, paragraphs 1 and 2, of the Convention (Territorial 
Application) by a Party that accedes to the Protocol are deemed to apply in respect of the 
Protocol, unless upon accession a notification to the contrary is addressed by the Party 
concerned to the Secretary-General. The provisions of article 40, paragraphs 2 and 3, and of 
article 44, paragraph 3, of the Convention shall be deemed to apply mutatis mutandis to the 
Protocol (article VII). 
 
RESERVATIONS 
 

At the time of accession, any State may make reservations in respect of article IV 
(Settlement of Disputes) and in respect of the application in accordance with article I of any 
provisions of the Convention other than those contained in its articles 1, 3, 4, 16 (1), and 33 
thereof, provided that in the case of a Party to the Convention, reservations made under article 
VII shall not extend to refugees in respect of whom the Convention applies. Reservations 
made by Parties to the Convention in accordance with article 42 thereof (Reservations) are 
applicable in relation to their obligations under the Protocol. Any State making a reservation 
in accordance with paragraph 1 of article VII of the Protocol may withdraw the reservation 
by a communication to that effect addressed to the Secretary-General (article VII). 

 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL  
 

Any Party may denounce the Protocol at anytime by a notification addressed to the 
Secretary-General. Such denunciation shall take effect for the Party concerned one year from 
the date on which the notification is received by the Secretary-General (article IX). 
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Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court 
(Rome, 17 July 1998) 

 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (the Statute) was adopted on 17 July 
1998 at a United Nations Diplomatic Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Establishment of 
an International Criminal Court. The Statute establishes an international criminal court to try 
individuals for the most serious crimes of concern to the international community as a whole 
and seeks to establish a fair and just international criminal justice system with competent and 
impartial judges and an independent prosecutor. Unlike an ad hoc tribunal, the Court is a 
permanent institution, which ensures that the international community can make immediate use 
of its services in the event of atrocities occurring and also acts as a deterrent to those who 
would perpetrate such crimes. 
 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

The Statute establishes a Court composed of the following organs: the Presidency, an 
Appeals Division, a Trial Division and a Pre-trial Division, the Office of the Prosecutor and the 
Registry. Its judges will be persons of high moral character and integrity and in their selection 
the Parties will take into account the need for the representation of the principal legal systems 
of the world, equitable geographical distribution and a fair representation of female and male 
judges. 

The Court is complementary to national criminal jurisdictions. It is not intended to 
supersede their jurisdiction. It will act only when the national jurisdiction is unable or 
unwilling to genuinely prosecute, or in the case of referral by the Security Council. 

The Court has jurisdiction over the crime of genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes 
and the crime of aggression. With respect to the crime of aggression, however, the Court will 
exercise jurisdiction once a definition of aggression that is consistent with the Charter of the 
United Nations is agreed upon and is adopted in accordance with the Statute. 

In conformity with the principle of legality, the crimes are specified and defined in the 
Statute. A few examples of specific crimes include murder, extermination, conscripting or 
enlisting children under the age of fifteen, attacks against United Nations personnel and crimes 
of sexual violence such as rape, sexual slavery, enforced prostitution and forced pregnancy. 

In addition, the Preparatory Commission has elaborated Elements of Crimes, which are 
intended to assist the Court in the interpretations and applications of the articles defining the 
crimes within the jurisdiction of the Court. 

The Statute applies equally to all persons without any distinction based on official capacity. 
Thus a Head of State or Government, a member of Government or parliament, an elected 
representative or a Government official is not exempt from criminal responsibility under the 
Statute. 

Once a State ratifies or accedes to the Statute, it thereby accepts the jurisdiction of the 
Court. The Court may exercise its jurisdiction over a specific case when either the State in 
whose territory the crime was committed or the State of nationality of the accused is a Party to 
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the Statute. A State which is not a Party to the Statute may also accept the jurisdiction of the 
Court on a case-by-case basis. 

The Court may exercise jurisdiction with respect to a crime through a referral of a situation 
by a Party, the Security Council, acting under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United 
Nations, or by the Prosecutor acting pursuant to powers accorded under the Statute. The 
jurisdiction of the Court or the admissibility of a case is subject to challenge pursuant to 
provisions of the Statute. 
 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Statute entered into force on 1 July 2002 (article 126). 
 
HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Statute is closed for signature. It is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by 
Signatories. It is open to accession by all States (article 125). 
 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

The Court shall have the authority to make requests to Parties for cooperation. The requests 
shall be transmitted through the diplomatic channel or any other appropriate channel as may be 
designated by each Party upon ratification, acceptance, approval or accession. Requests for 
cooperation and any documents supporting the request shall either be or be accompanied by a 
translation into an official language of the requested State or one of the working languages of 
the Court, in accordance with the choice made by that State upon ratification, acceptance, 
approval or accession (article 87). 

A sentence of imprisonment shall be served in a State designated by the Court from a list of 
States which have indicated to the Court their willingness to accept sentenced persons. At the 
time of declaring its willingness to accept sentenced persons, a State may attach conditions to 
its acceptance as agreed by the Court and in accordance with Part 10 of the Statute (article 
103). 

On becoming a Party to the Statute, a State may declare that for a period of seven years 
after entry into force of the Statute for the State concerned, it does not accept the jurisdiction of 
the Court with respect to the category of crimes referred to in article 8 (war crimes) when a 
crime is alleged to have been committed by its national or on its territory. Such declaration 
under this provision may be withdrawn at any time (article 124). 
 
RESERVATIONS 
 

No reservations may be made to the Statute (article 120). 
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DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

A Party may withdraw from the Statute by written notification addressed to the Secretary-
General of the United Nations. The withdrawal shall take effect one year after the date of 
receipt of the notification, unless the notification specifies a later date (article 127).  
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Agreement on the Privileges and Immunities of the International 
Criminal Court 

(New York, 9 September 2002) 
 
 

OBJECTIVES 
 

The International Criminal Court (the Court) was established by the Rome Statute of the 
International Criminal Court (the Statute) adopted on 17 July 1998 by the United Nations 
Diplomatic Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Establishment of the International Criminal 
Court. It is a permanent judicial institution which has jurisdiction over persons responsible for 
the most serious crimes of concern to the international community as a whole. Under article 48 
of the Statute, the Court shall enjoy in the territory of each Party, such privileges and 
immunities as are necessary for the fulfillment of its purposes. These privileges and immunities 
are elaborated in the Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the International Criminal 
Court (the Agreement) which was drafted by the Preparatory Commission of the ICC and 
unanimously adopted by the Assembly of States Parties (ASP) to the Statute. The Agreement is 
a separate international treaty which is open for ratification, acceptance, approval or accession 
by all States, including those not Parties to the Statute. The Agreement aims to safeguard the 
integrity and autonomy of the Court to ensure that the Court can function in a fair, independent 
and effective manner.   

 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

The Agreement affirms and defines the legal status of the Court and its staff. It recognizes 
that privileges and immunities granted to the Court and persons functioning for the Court will 
enhance the way in which the Court carries out its judicial activities, thus contributing to long-
lasting respect for and enforcement of international justice, the prevention of crime and the 
fight against impunity.  

The Agreement provides for, inter alia, the immunity of the Court, its property, funds and 
assets; inviolability of archives and documents; exemption from taxes, customs duties and 
import or export restrictions; currency restrictions, and communications. These privileges and 
immunities are crucial for the Court’s functioning both under international law and the 
domestic legal systems where the Court may be carrying out its activities.   

In addition, privileges and immunities are specified for representatives of States; personnel 
and officers of the Court (judges, prosecutor, deputy prosecutors, registrar, deputy registrar, 
staff of the office of the prosecutor and staff of the registry); counsel and persons assisting 
defense counsel; and witnesses, victims, experts and other persons required to be at the seat of 
the Court.   

 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Agreement entered into force on 22 July 2004 (article 35). 
 



Multilateral Treaty Framework: An Invitation to Universal Participation 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

52 

 
HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Agreement is closed for signature. It is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval 
by Signatories. The Agreement remains open for accession by all States (article 34).  
 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

The Agreement is silent with regard to declarations and notifications. 
 

RESERVATIONS 
 

At the time of signature, ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, a State may limit 
the privileges and immunities of personnel and officers of the Court, as well as of witnesses, 
victims, experts and others, in the territory of the State Party of which he or she is a national or 
permanent resident (article 23).  

 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

A Party may, by written notification addressed to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, denounce this Agreement. The denunciation shall take effect one year after the date of 
receipt of the notification, unless the notification specifies a later date (article 37).  
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Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated 
Personnel  

(New York, 9 December 1994) 
 

 
OBJECTIVES 
 

The objective of the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated 
Personnel (the Convention) is to ensure the safety and security of United Nations and 
associated personnel by requiring Parties to take all necessary measures to protect United 
Nations and associated personnel to establish criminal offences punishable by appropriate 
penalties, and to cooperate in the prevention of such crimes and in providing assistance to one 
another in connection with criminal proceedings. 

 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

The Convention obliges Parties to take all appropriate measures to ensure the safety and 
security of United Nations and associated personnel. The Convention provides for the 
prompt release and return of captured or detained United Nations and associated personnel. 
Parties are required to cooperate with the United Nations and other Parties in the 
implementation of the Convention, in particular in any case where the host State is unable 
to take the required measures. 

The Convention requires Parties to establish as criminal offences: (a) the murder, 
kidnapping or any other attack upon the person or liberty of any United Nations or associated 
personnel; (b) a violent attack upon the official premises, the private accommodation or the 
means of transportation of any United Nations or associated personnel likely to endanger his or 
her person or liberty; (c) a threat to commit any such attack with the objective of compelling a 
physical or juridical person to do or refrain from doing any act; (d) an attempt to commit any 
such attack; and (e) an act constituting participation as an accomplice in any such attack, or in 
an attempt to commit such attack, or in organizing or ordering others to commit such attack. 
Parties are required to make the above crimes punishable by appropriate penalties. 

Each Party is also required to establish jurisdiction over offences committed in its 
territory or onboard a ship or aircraft registered in that State, or when the alleged offender is 
a national of that State. A Party may establish jurisdiction over such crimes in other cases as 
well. 

The Convention requires Parties either to prosecute or extradite offenders. A State that 
chooses not to extradite an alleged offender, shall promptly submit the case for prosecution to 
its competent authorities. Offences set forth in the Convention are deemed to be extraditable 
offences in any existing extradition treaty between Parties. Parties additionally undertake to 
include such crimes as extraditable offences in future extradition treaties concluded between 
them. The Convention itself may also be used as the legal basis for extradition in certain cases. 

In addition, the Convention provides for the widest measure of mutual legal assistance 
between the Parties in connection with criminal proceedings brought in respect of crimes set 
out in the Convention. Under the Convention, an alleged offender is to be accorded fair 
treatment, a fair trial and full protection of his or her rights at all stages of the investigations or 
proceedings. 
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Parties are obliged to cooperate in the prevention of the crimes set out in the 
Convention, particularly by taking all practical measures to prevent preparations in their 
respective territories for the commission of those crimes within or outside their territories, and 
by exchanging information and coordinating the taking of administrative and other measures 
to prevent the commission of those crimes. 

The Convention shall in no way affect the applicability of international humanitarian law 
and of universally recognized standards of human rights as contained in international 
instruments in connection with United Nations operations and United Nations and 
associated personnel. Similiarly, nothing in the Convention shall be construed so as to 
derogate from the right to act in self-defence. 

 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Convention entered into force on 15 January 1999 (article 27). 
 

HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Convention is closed for signature. The Convention is subject to ratification, 
acceptance or approval by any State. The Convention is open to accession by any State 
(articles 25 and 26). 

 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

Any Party which has established jurisdiction as mentioned in article 10, paragraph 2, 
shall notify the Secretary-General. If such Party subsequently rescinds that jurisdiction, it 
shall notify the Secretary-General (article 10). 

Whenever a crime set out in article 9 is committed, any Party which has information 
concerning the victim and circumstances of the crime shall endeavour to transmit such 
information, under the conditions provided for in its national law, fully and promptly to the 
Secretary-General and the State or States concerned (article 12). 

Measures taken to ensure prosecution or extradition shall be notified, in conformity with 
national law and without delay, to the Secretary-General (article 13). 

The Party where an alleged offender is prosecuted shall communicate the final outcome of 
the proceedings to the Secretary-General (article 18). 

 
RESERVATIONS 
 

The Convention is silent with regard to reservations. States may declare, at the time of 
signature, ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, that they are not bound by article 
22(1), according to which disputes among Parties relating to the interpretation or application of 
the Convention which are not settled by negotiation will be submitted to arbitration and, 
failing agreement on the organization of the arbitration six months after the date of request for 
arbitration, to the International Court of Justice. A reservation made in accordance with article 
22 may be withdrawn at any time by notification to the Secretary-General (article 22). 
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DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

Any Party may denounce the Convention by written notification to the Secretary-General. 
Such denunciation shall take effect one year following the date on which the notification is 
received by the Secretary-General (article 28). 
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International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist 
Bombings 

 (New York, 15 December 1997) 
 
 

OBJECTIVES  
  

The objective of the International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings 
(the Convention) is to enhance international cooperation among States in devising and 
adopting effective and practical measures for the prevention of the acts of terrorism, and for the 
prosecution and punishment of their perpetrators.   
 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

Any person commits an offence within the meaning of the Convention if that person 
unlawfully and intentionally delivers, places, discharges or detonates an explosive or other 
lethal device in, into or against a place of public use, a State or government facility, a public 
transportation system or an infrastructure facility, with the intent to cause death or serious 
bodily injury, or extensive destruction likely to result or actually resulting in major economic 
loss. Any person also commits such an offence if that person attempts to commit an offence as 
set forth above or participates as an accomplice in an offence, organizes or directs others to 
commit an offence or in any other way contributes to the commission of such an offence by a 
group of persons acting with a common purpose.   The Convention does not apply where an act 
of this nature does not involve any international elements as defined by the Convention. 

Parties are required to establish jurisdiction over and make punishable, under their 
domestic laws, the offences described, to extradite or submit for prosecution persons accused 
of committing or aiding in the commission of the offences, and to assist each other in 
connection with criminal proceedings under the Convention. The offences referred to in the 
Convention are deemed to be extraditable offences between Parties under existing extradition 
treaties and under the Convention itself. 
 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Convention entered into force on 23 May 2001 (article 22). 
 

HOW TO BECOME A PARTY TO THE CONVENTION 
 

The Convention is closed for signature. It is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval 
by Signatories. The Convention is open to accession by any State (article 21). 
 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
  

Pursuant to article 6(2), a Party may establish additional jurisdiction over offences under 
the Convention when the offence is committed under certain circumstances. Upon ratification, 
acceptance, approval or accession to the Convention, each Party shall notify the Secretary-
General of the jurisdiction it has established in accordance with article 6 (2) (article 6 (3)). 
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The Party where an alleged offender is prosecuted shall, in accordance with its domestic 
law or applicable procedures, communicate the final outcome of the proceedings to the 
Secretary-General (article 16). 
   
RESERVATIONS 
 

The Convention is silent with regard to reservations.  Pursuant to article 20 (2), Parties may 
declare that they do not consider themselves bound by article 20 (1), according to which 
disputes among Parties relating to the interpretation or application of the Convention which are 
not settled by negotiation will be submitted to arbitration and, failing agreement on the 
organization of the arbitration six months after the date of the request for arbitration, to the 
International Court of Justice (article 20). 

 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

Any Party may denounce the Convention by written notification to the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations. Such denunciation shall take effect one year following the date on 
which the notification is received by the Secretary-General (article 23). 
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International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of 
Terrorism 

 (New York, 9 December 1999) 
 

 
OBJECTIVES  
 

The objective of the International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of 
Terrorism (the Convention) is to enhance international cooperation among States in devising 
and adopting effective measures for the prevention of the financing of terrorism, as well as for 
its suppression through the prosecution and punishment of its perpetrators.  
 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

Any person commits an offence within the meaning of the Convention if that person by any 
means, directly or indirectly, unlawfully and wilfully, provides or collects funds with the 
intention that they should be used or with the knowledge that they are to be used, in full or in 
part, to carry out any of the offences described in the treaties listed in the annex to the 
Convention, or an act intended to cause death or serious bodily injury to any person not 
actively involved in armed conflict in order to intimidate a population, or to compel a 
government or an international organization to do or abstain from doing any act. Any person 
also commits such an offence if that person attempts to commit an offence as set forth above or 
participates as an accomplice in an offence, organizes or directs others to commit an offence or 
contributes to the commission of such an offence by a group of persons acting with a common 
purpose.  For an act to constitute an offence, it is not necessary that funds were actually used to 
carry out an offence as described above.   The provision or collection of funds in this manner is 
an offence whether or not the funds are actually used to carry out the proscribed acts. The 
Convention does not apply where an act of this nature does not involve any international 
elements as defined by the Convention. 

The Convention requires each Party to take appropriate measures, in accordance with its 
domestic legal principles, for the detection and freezing, seizure or forfeiture of any funds used 
or allocated for the purposes of committing the offences described. The offences referred to in 
the Convention are deemed to be extraditable offences and Parties have obligations to establish 
their jurisdiction over the offences described, make the offences punishable by appropriate 
penalties, take alleged offenders into custody, prosecute or extradite alleged offenders, 
cooperate in preventive measures and countermeasures, and exchange information and 
evidence needed in related criminal proceedings. The offences referred to in the Convention 
are deemed to be extraditable offences between Parties under existing extradition treaties and 
under the Convention itself. 
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ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Convention entered into force on 10 April 2002 (article 26). 
 

HOW TO BECOME A PARTY TO THE CONVENTION 
 

The Convention is closed for signature. It is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval 
by Signatories. The Convention is open to accession by any State (article 25). 
 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
  

Upon ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to the Convention, a Party which is not a 
party to a treaty listed in the annex to the Convention may declare that, in the application of the 
Convention to the Party, the treaty shall be deemed not to be included in the annex referred to. 
Such declaration ceases to have effect as soon as the treaty enters into force for the Party, 
which shall notify the depositary of this fact (article 2 (2) (a)). 

When a Party ceases to be a party to a treaty listed in the annex to the Convention, it may 
make a declaration referred to in article 2 (2) (a), with respect to that treaty (article 2 (2) (b)). 

Pursuant to article 7 (2), a Party may establish additional jurisdiction over offences under 
the Convention when the offence is committed under certain circumstances. Upon ratification, 
acceptance, approval or accession to the Convention, each Party shall notify the Secretary-
General of the jurisdiction it has established in accordance with article 7 (2) (article 7 (3)).  

The Party where an alleged offender is prosecuted shall, in accordance with its domestic 
law or applicable procedures, communicate the final outcome of the proceedings to the 
Secretary-General (article 19).  
 
RESERVATIONS 
 

The Convention is silent with regard to reservations.  Pursuant to article 24 (2), Parties may 
declare that they do not consider themselves bound by article 24(1), according to which 
disputes among Parties relating to the interpretation or application of the Convention which are 
not settled by negotiation will be submitted to arbitration and, failing agreement on the 
organization of the arbitration six months after the date of the request for arbitration, to the 
International Court of Justice (article 24). 
 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

Any Party may denounce the Convention by written notification to the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations. Such denunciation shall take effect one year following the date on 
which the notification is received by the Secretary-General (article 27). 
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International Convention for the Suppression of Acts 
of Nuclear Terrorism 
(New York, 13 April 2005) 

 
OBJECTIVES 
 

The General Assembly, by its resolution 51/210 of 17 December 1996, established an Ad 
Hoc Committee with the task to elaborate, among other instruments, a convention on nuclear 
terrorism. The Ad Hoc Committee finalized the text of International Convention for the 
Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism (the Convention) at its ninth session, held from 28 
March to 1 April 2005.  The General Assembly, by its resolution 59/290 adopted without a 
vote the Convention on 13 April 2005. The main objective of the Convention is to prevent and 
suppress acts of nuclear terrorism. 
 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

Article 1 of the Convention provides for the definitions of, inter alia, “radioactive 
material”, “nuclear material”, “nuclear facility”, “device”, “State or government facility” and 
“military forces of a State”. 

In accordance with article 2, the Convention applies to acts committed by individuals. 
Within the meaning of the Convention, any person commits an offence if that person possesses 
radioactive material or makes or possesses a device with the intent to cause death or serious 
bodily injury or to cause substantial damage to property or to the environment. The use or 
threat of use of radioactive material or a device constitutes an offence under the Convention. 
Any person also commits a crime if that person attempts to commit an offence or participates 
as an accomplice in the commission of the above acts.     

The Convention does not apply where the offence is committed within a single State, the 
alleged offender and the victims are nationals of that State, and no other State has a basis to 
exercise jurisdiction. 

The Convention does not apply to the activities of armed forces during an armed conflict, 
which are governed by international humanitarian law. Nor does it apply to the activities of 
military forces in the exercise of their official duties in as much as they are governed by other 
rules of international law. The Convention does not address the issue of the legality of the use 
or threat of use of nuclear weapons by States.  

Parties are required to establish the acts referred to in article 2 as criminal offences under 
their national laws, and to make such offences punishable by appropriate penalties. 

The Convention places an obligation on the Parties to cooperate in preventing acts of 
nuclear terrorism by, inter alia, exchanging accurate and verified information to detect, 
suppress and investigate the above offences.  

Each Party is required to establish its jurisdiction over the offences committed in its 
territory or onboard a vessel or aircraft registered in that State, or when the alleged offender is 
a national of that State. 

The Convention requires the Parties either to prosecute or extradite the alleged offender.  It 
provides for the widest measure of mutual legal assistance between the Parties in connection 
with criminal proceedings. 
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Moreover, the Convention stipulates that each Party taking control of radioactive material, 
devices or nuclear facilities should adopt measures to render harmless such items and ensure 
that any nuclear material is held in accordance with IAEA safeguards. This article also 
regulates the return of the seized nuclear material or devices to the Parties concerned.  
 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Convention is not in force.  The Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day 
following the date of the deposit of the twenty-second instrument of ratification, acceptance, 
approval or accession (article 25). 
 
HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Convention will be open for signature by all States on 14 September 2005 until 31 
December 2006.  The Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval, and is open 
to accession (article 24).  
 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

Upon ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to the Convention, each Party shall notify 
the Secretary-General of the jurisdiction it has established under its national law in accordance 
with paragraph 2 of article 9.  Should any change take place, the Party concerned shall 
immediately notify the Secretary-General (article 9 (3)).  

Parties shall inform the Secretary-General of their competent authorities and liaison points 
responsible for sending and receiving the information referred to in article 7 (article 7 (4)). 

When a Party, pursuant to article 10, has taken a person into custody, it shall immediately 
notify, directly or through the Secretary-General, the Parties which have established 
jurisdiction in accordance with articles 9 (1) and (2) and, if it considers it advisable, any other 
interested Parties, of the fact that the person is in custody and of the circumstances which 
warrant that person’s detention.  

The Party where the alleged offender is prosecuted shall, in accordance with its national 
law or applicable procedures, communicate the final outcome of the proceedings to the 
Secretary-General, who shall transmit the information to the other Parties (article 19).   

   
RESERVATIONS 
 

Each State may, at the time of signature, ratification, acceptance or approval of the 
Convention or accession thereto, declare that it does not consider itself bound by paragraph 1 
of article 23 (mandatory arbitration and referral to the International Court of Justice) (article 
23).  
 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

Any Party may denounce the Convention by written notification to the Secretary-General.  
The denunciation shall take effect one year following the date on which notification is received 
by the Secretary-General (article 27). 
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United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime 
(New York, 15 November 2000) 

 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

Recognizing that organized crime is a serious and growing problem for all countries, 
the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (the Convention) 
aims at promoting international cooperation to prevent and combat transnational organized 
crime. As the first comprehensive multilateral legal instrument in the fight against 
organized crime, the Convention, together with its three Protocols, provides law 
enforcement and judicial authorities with unique tools to combat this problem. It is also 
intended to provide greater coordination of national policy, legislative, administrative and 
enforcement approaches to organized crime. 

 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

The Convention standardizes terminology and concepts, creating a common basis for 
national crime-control frameworks. Such concepts include "organized criminal group", a 
definition of which was internationally agreed upon for the first time. The Convention 
establishes four specific crimes (participation in an organized criminal group, money 
laundering, corruption and obstruction of justice) to combat activities in which organized 
criminal groups are commonly engaged. Under the Convention, Parties shall criminalize these 
offences in accordance with the provisions of the Convention. 

The Convention contains specific provisions for preventing, investigating and 
prosecuting these offences as well as serious crime, when they are transnational in nature 
and involve an organized criminal group. 

Parties to the Convention are obliged to adopt domestic laws and practices that would 
prevent or suppress organized crime-related activities. To combat money laundering, 
countries would have to require their banks to keep accurate records and make them available 
for inspection by domestic law enforcement authorities. It should be noted that bank secrecy 
cannot be used to shield criminal activities. 

Parties to the Convention are also required to take appropriate action to confiscate 
illicitly acquired assets. In particular, the Convention created an asset-sharing mechanism 
under which Parties are encouraged to contribute confiscated assets to bodies working for the 
fight against organized crime. 

One of the most important international cooperation components of the Convention is its 
extradition provision. This provision is vital to ensuring that there are "no safe havens" to 
which offenders can flee. Under the Convention, fiscal matters should not be a sole ground 
for refusing extradition. 

Mutual legal assistance is another important judicial cooperation tool provided for by the 
Convention. Under the Convention, assistance is to be channeled through central authorities 
to regulate the process. One of its innovative elements is that the Convention allows for 
electronic transmission of requests for quicker processing. 

The nature of transnational organized crime makes the protection of victims and witnesses 
a matter of such importance that the Convention also requires Parties to adopt appropriate 
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measures to protect witnesses from potential intimidation or retaliation. This includes 
physical protection, relocation and, with appropriate legal safeguards, concealment of 
identities. 

The Convention further calls on Parties to support the efforts of developing countries to 
fight transnational organized crime and assist them to implement the Convention through 
technical cooperation as well as financial and material assistance. 

As regards the implementation mechanism, the Convention establishes a conference of 
the parties to improve the capacity of Parties to combat transnational organized crime. The 
Conference will first meet within the first year of the entry into force of the Convention. 

 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Convention entered into force on 29 September 2003 (article 38). 
 

HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Convention is closed for signature. The Convention is subject to ratification, 
acceptance or approval by Signatories. The Convention is open for accession by any State or 
any regional economic integration organization of which at least one Member State is a Party 
(article 36). 

 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

Parties whose domestic law requires involvement of an organized criminal group for 
purposes of the offences established in accordance with article 5, paragraph 1 (a) (i), of the 
Convention and Parties whose domestic law requires an act in furtherance of the agreement for 
purposes of the offences established in accordance with article 5, paragraph 1 (a) (i), of the 
Convention shall so inform the depositary at the time of their signature or of the deposit of 
their instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval of or accession to the Convention (article 
5 (3)). 

Parties that make extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty shall inform the 
depositary whether they will take this Convention as the legal basis for cooperation on 
extradition with other Parties to this Convention at the time of the deposit of their instrument 
of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession (article 16 (5)). 

Each Party shall designate a central authority that shall have the responsibility and power 
to receive requests for mutual legal assistance and either to execute them or to transmit them to 
the competent authorities for execution. This designation of authority shall be notified to the 
depositary at the time of the deposit of the instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or 
accession (article 18 (13)). 

Likewise, each Party shall notify the depositary of the language or languages acceptable 
for purposes of mutual legal assistance (article 18 (14)). 

A regional economic integration organization shall declare the extent of its competence 
with respect to matters governed by the Convention. Such organizations must also inform the 
depositary of any relevant modification in the extent of its competence (article 36). 
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RESERVATIONS 
 

The Convention is silent with regard to reservations. Pursuant to article 35 (3), Parties 
may declare that they do not consider themselves bound by article 35 (2), according to which 
disputes among Parties relating to the interpretation or application of the Convention, which 
are not settled by negotiation, will be submitted to arbitration and, failing agreement on the 
organization of the arbitration six months after the date of the request for arbitration, to the 
International Court of Justice (article 35 (3)). 
 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

Each Party may denounce the Convention by written notification to the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations. Such denunciation shall become effective one year after the date of 
receipt of the notification by the Secretary-General (article 40). 

A regional economic integration organization shall cease to be a Party to the Convention 
when all of its Member States have denounced it (article 40 (2)). 

Denunciation of the Convention also entails the denunciation of the Protocols (article 40 
(3)). 
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Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, 
Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United 
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime 

                          (New York, 15 November 2000) 
 

 
OBJECTIVES 
 

The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women 
and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized 
Crime (the Protocol) establishes the first common international definition of "trafficking in 
persons". It is intended to prevent and combat such crime and facilitate international 
cooperation against it. The Protocol also highlights the problems associated with trafficking 
in persons that often leads to inhuman, degrading and dangerous exploitation of trafficked 
persons. As is the case with the parent United Nations Convention against Transnational 
Organized Crime, 2000 (the Convention), the Protocol is expected to standardize terminology, 
laws and practices of countries in this area of the law. 
 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

While the Convention provides for basic measures to prevent and combat transnational 
organized crime, its Protocols provide for specific measures to deal with specific crimes. As 
such, the Protocols should be interpreted together with the Convention. The provisions 
of the Convention apply mutatis mutandis to each Protocol. 

The above Protocol applies to the prevention, investigation and prosecution of trafficking 
offences, as well as to the protection of the trafficked persons. 

The key definition, "trafficking in persons", is intended to include a range of cases 
where human beings are exploited by organized criminal groups, particularly where there is an 
element of duress involved and a transnational aspect, such as the movement of people 
across borders. According to the definition, the consent of the victim is irrelevant where 
illicit means are established, although criminal law defenses are preserved. 

The need for an appropriate balance between crime-control measures and measures to 
support or protect victims of trafficking arises in two primary places in the Protocol: the 
provisions expressly providing for protection and support; and provisions dealing with the 
return of persons to their countries of origin. 

The Protocol contains a series of general protection and support measures for victims. 
These include a list of social support benefits such as counseling, housing, education, medical 
and psychological assistance and an opportunity for victims to obtain legal status allowing 
them to remain in the country of the receiving Party, either temporarily or permanently. 

Law enforcement agencies of countries which ratify the Protocol would be required to 
cooperate with each other in identifying offenders and trafficked persons; sharing 
information about the methods of offenders; and training investigators, enforcement and 
victim-support personnel. Parties would also be required to implement security and border 
controls to detect and prevent trafficking. This includes strengthening their own border 
controls; imposing requirements on commercial carriers to check passports and visas; 
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setting standards for the technical quality of passports and other travel documents; and 
cooperating in establishing the validity of their own documents when used abroad. 

The conference of the Parties, which is established by the Convention, will have similar 
functions under the Protocol. 

 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Protocol entered into force on 25 December 2003 (article 17). 
 

HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Protocol is closed for signature. The Protocol is subject to ratification, acceptance or 
approval by Signatories. The Protocol is open for accession by any State or any regional 
economic integration organization of which at least one Member State is a Party to the 
Protocol. In order to become a Party to the Protocol, a State or a regional economic 
integration organization must also be a Party to the United Nations Convention against 
Transnational Organized Crime, 2000 (article 16 of the Protocol and article 37 of the 
Convention). 

 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

A regional economic integration organization shall declare the extent of its competence 
with respect to matters governed by the Protocol. Such organizations must also inform the 
depositary of any relevant modification in the extent of its competence (article 16). 

 
RESERVATIONS 
 

The Protocol is silent with regard to reservations. Pursuant to article 15 (3), Parties may 
declare that they do not consider themselves bound by article 15 (2), according to which 
disputes among Parties relating to the interpretation or application of the Protocol which are 
not settled by negotiation will be submitted to arbitration and, failing agreement on the 
organization of the arbitration six months after the date of the request for arbitration, to the 
International Court of Justice (article 15 (3)). 

 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

A Party may denounce the Protocol by written notification to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations. Such denunciation shall become effective one year after the date of receipt of 
the notification by the Secretary-General (article 19 (1)). 

A regional economic integration organization shall cease to be a Party to the Protocol 
when all of its Member States have denounced it (article 19 (2)). 

Denunciation of the Convention also entails the denunciation of the Protocol (article 40 
(3) of the Convention). 
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Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, 
supplementing the United Nations Convention against 

Transnational Organized Crime 
(New York, 15 November 2000) 

 
 

OBJECTIVES 
 

The Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, supplementing 
the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (the Protocol) 
aims at preventing and combating smuggling, promoting cooperation among Parties and 
protecting the rights of smuggled migrants. As in the United Nations Convention against 
Transnational Organized Crime, 2000 (the Convention), and the Protocol to Prevent, 
Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, 
supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (the 
Protocol on Trafficking in Persons), many provisions are intended to ensure that the 
approaches taken by Member States under their domestic legislative and law-enforcement 
regimes are as coordinated as possible to make collective international measures both 
efficient and effective. 

 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

As is the case with the Protocol on Trafficking in Persons, provisions of the Convention 
apply mutatis mutandis to this Protocol unless otherwise stated in the Protocol. 

The Protocol applies to the prevention, investigation and prosecution of the smuggling of 
migrants as well as to the protection of the rights of persons who have been the object of 
such offences. Parties to the Protocol are required to criminalize the basic smuggling of 
migrants and other forms of activity that support such smuggling. The Protocol specifies 
that migrants should not become liable for having been smuggled. 

Specific provisions for smuggling by sea are included because of the seriousness and 
volume of the problem. Under one such provision, Parties are requested to cooperate to 
prevent smuggling of migrants by sea and to take necessary measures when it is suspected 
that a vessel is engaging in the smuggling of migrants. Parties may board and search vessels 
believed to be of their own registry. 

Parties to the Protocol are also required to strengthen border measures and oblige 
commercial carriers of passengers to check the travel documents of those passengers. 

Another important element of the Protocol is the Parties' cooperation in the field of public 
information. Parties are required to cooperate with each other to raise awareness of the 
dangers of smuggling to the migrants involved and to raise general awareness of the growing 
involvement of organized criminal groups. 

The return of smuggled migrants to their countries of origin is foreseen. The State of origin 
is required to accept repatriation when the migrants in question have a right of residence in 
that State at the time of the return. 

The conference of the Parties, which is established by the Convention, will have similar 
functions under the Protocol. 
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ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Protocol entered into force on 28 January 2004 (article 22). 
 

HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Protocol is closed for signature. The Protocol is subject to ratification, acceptance or 
approval by Signatories. The Protocol is open for accession by any State or any regional 
economic integration organization of which at least one Member State is a Party. In order 
to become a Party to the Protocol, a State or a regional economic integration organization 
must also be a Party to the Convention (article 21 of the Protocol and article 37 of the 
Convention). 

 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

A regional economic integration organization shall declare the extent of its competence 
with respect to matters governed by the Protocol. Such organizations must also inform the 
depositary of any relevant modification in the extent of its competence (article 21). 

 
RESERVATIONS 
 

The Protocol is silent with regard to reservations. Pursuant to article 20 (3) States may 
declare that they do not consider themselves bound by article 20 (2), according to which 
disputes among Parties relating to the interpretation or application of the Protocol, which are 
not settled by negotiation, will be submitted to arbitration and, failing agreement on the 
organization of the arbitration six months after the date of the request for arbitration, to the 
International Court of Justice (article 20 (3)). 

 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

A Party may denounce the Protocol by written notification to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations. Such denunciation shall become effective one year after the date of receipt of 
the notification by the Secretary-General (article 24 (1)). 

A regional economic integration organization shall cease to be a Party to the Protocol 
when all of its Member States have denounced it (article 24 (2)). 

Denunciation of the Convention also entails the denunciation of the Protocol (article 40 
(3) of the Convention). 
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Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in 
Firearms, Their Parts and Components and Ammunition, 

supplementing the United Nations Convention against 
Transnational Organized Crime 

(New York, 31 May 2001) 
 

 
OBJECTIVES 
 

The Protocol against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts 
and Components and Ammunition, supplementing the United Nations Convention against 
Transnational Organized Crime (the Protocol) supplements the United Nations Convention 
against Transnational Organized Crime, 2000 (the Convention). Its purpose is to strengthen 
and unify international cooperation and to develop cohesive mechanisms to prevent, combat 
and eradicate the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, their parts and 
components and ammunition (firearms). 
 
KEY PROVISIONS 

 
While the Convention provides for basic measures to prevent and combat transnational 

organized crime, its Protocols provide for specific measures to deal with specific crimes. As 
such, the Protocols should be interpreted together with the Convention. The provisions 
of the Convention apply mutatis mutandis to each Protocol. 

Although this Protocol recognizes the rights of a Party to take action in the interest of its 
national security consistent with the Charter of the United Nations, Parties to the Protocol 
undertake to adopt and implement the strongest possible legislation to investigate and prosecute 
the offences stemming from the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms. Specific 
measures include the confiscation, seizure and destruction of firearms illicitly manufactured 
or trafficked; maintenance of records for at least 10 years in order to identify and trace 
firearms; the issuance of licences for the import and export of firearms; and the marking of 
firearms permitting identification of the manufacturer of the firearm, and the country of and 
year of import. 

Parties undertake to cooperate extensively at the bilateral, regional and international levels 
in order to achieve the Protocol's objectives including providing training and technical 
assistance to other Parties. 

Finally, Parties undertake to exchange relevant case-specific information on matters such 
as authorized producers, dealers, importers, exporters and carriers of firearms as well as 
information on organized criminal groups known to take part in the illicit manufacture and 
trafficking of such items. 

The conference of the Parties, which is established by the Convention, will have similar 
functions under the Protocol. 
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ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Protocol has not yet entered into force. It shall enter into force on the ninetieth day 
after the date of deposit of the fortieth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or 
accession. For this purpose, any instrument deposited by a regional economic integration 
organization shall not be counted as additional to those deposited by Member States of such 
organizations (article 18). 
 
HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Protocol is closed for signature. The Protocol is subject to ratification, acceptance or 
approval by Signatories. The Protocol is open for accession by any State or any regional 
economic integration organization of which at least one Member State is a Party. In order 
to become a Party to the Protocol, a State or a regional economic integration organization 
must also be a Party to the Convention (article 17 of the Protocol and article 37 of the 
Convention). 

 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

A regional economic integration organization shall declare the extent of its competence 
with respect to matters governed by the Protocol. Such organizations must also inform the 
depositary of any relevant modification in the extent of its competence (article 17). 

 
RESERVATIONS 
 

The Protocol is silent with regard to reservations. Pursuant to article 16 (3), Parties may 
declare that they do not consider themselves bound by article 16 (2), according to which 
disputes among Parties relating to the interpretation or application of the Protocol which are 
not settled by negotiation will be submitted to arbitration and, failing agreement on the 
organization of the arbitration six months after the date of the request for arbitration, to the 
International Court of Justice (article 16 (3)). 

 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

A State Party may denounce the Protocol by written notification to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations. Such denunciation shall become effective one year after the date of receipt 
of the notification by the Secretary-General (article 20 (1)). 

A regional economic integration organization shall cease to be a Party to the Protocol 
when all of its Member States have denounced it (article 20 (2)). 

Denunciation of the Convention also entails the denunciation of the Protocol (article 40 
(3) of the Convention). 
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United Nations Convention against Corruption 
(New York, 31 October 2003) 

 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

The United Nations Convention against Corruption (the Convention) is the first global 
response to corruption, a universally recognized impediment to development. The stated 
purposes of the Convention are to promote and strengthen measures to prevent and combat 
corruption more efficiently and effectively; to facilitate international cooperation and technical 
assistance in the prevention of and fight against corruption, including asset recovery; and to 
promote integrity, accountability and proper management of public affairs and public property.  
 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

Although the Convention addresses various existing forms of corruption (such as bribery, 
embezzlement, trading in influence, abuse of functions), it does not define corruption and in so 
doing enables States to be flexible in confronting other forms of corruption that may emerge in 
the future. However, the Convention broadly defines the term “public official” to include those 
persons performing a public function or providing a public service as defined in the domestic 
law of a Party.  

The Convention addresses the prevention of corruption, with measures directed at both the 
public and private sectors. These include model preventive policies, such as the establishment 
of anticorruption bodies and enhanced transparency in the financing of election campaigns and 
political parties. Parties must endeavour to ensure that their public services are subject to 
safeguards that promote efficiency, transparency and recruitment based on merit. The 
Convention obliges Parties, within their means and in accordance with fundamental principles 
of their domestic law, to promote actively the involvement of non-governmental and 
community-based organizations, as well as other elements of civil society and to undertake 
public information activities and education programmes for the purpose of raising public 
awareness of the threats posed by corruption and the most suitable methods to combat it.  

Being the first global legally binding instrument against corruption, the Convention 
requires Parties to establish criminal and other offences to cover a wide range of acts of 
corruption, including corruption in the public sector, if these acts are not already criminalized 
under domestic law. In some cases, Parties are required to consider adopting legislative and 
other measures to establish other offences. In addition, the Convention offers a platform not 
only for making national substantive provisions compatible, but also for ensuring a minimum 
level of deterrence through specific provisions on the prosecution, adjudication and sanctions 
in corruption-related cases. Going beyond previous instruments of this kind designed to 
operate in a more limited environment, the Convention intends to serve as the normative basis 
for the creation of universally recognized criminalization standards that would facilitate 
convergence in national priorities and attitudes and enable the elaboration of comparatively 
symmetric national policies for addressing corruption from a criminal law point of view.  

The Convention incorporates detailed and extensive provisions on international 
cooperation, covering all its forms and modalities, namely extradition, mutual legal assistance, 
transfer of sentenced persons, transfer of criminal proceedings, law enforcement cooperation, 
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joint investigations and cooperation for using special investigative techniques. These 
provisions are generally based on the precedent of the United Nations Convention against 
Transnational Organized Crime, and provide a much more comprehensive legal framework on 
relevant matters than that of the existing regional instruments. 

In what has been recognized as a major breakthrough, the Convention contains a chapter on 
asset recovery as a comprehensive form of international cooperation in corruption-related cases 
(chapter V). Beginning by stating that the return of assets pursuant to that chapter is a 
“fundamental principle” and that Parties shall afford one another the widest measure of 
cooperation and assistance in that regard, the Convention includes substantive provisions 
laying down specific measures and mechanisms for cooperation for asset recovery, while 
maintaining the flexibility in recovery action that might be warranted by particular 
circumstances.  

With regard to the return and disposition of assets, chapter V of the Convention 
incorporates a series of provisions that favour the return of assets to the requesting Party, 
depending on how closely the assets are linked to that Party. In the case of embezzlement of 
public funds, confiscated property shall be returned to the requesting Party.  In the case of 
proceeds of any other offence covered by the Convention, confiscated property would be 
returned provided there is proof of prior ownership or recognition of damage to a requesting 
Party. In all other cases, priority consideration would be given to the return of confiscated 
property to the requesting Party for the purpose of returning such property to the prior 
legitimate owners or compensating the victims.  
 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the date of deposit of the 
thirtieth instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession. For this purpose, any 
instrument deposited by a regional economic integration organization shall not be counted as 
additional to those deposited by Member States of such organization (article 68).  
 
HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Convention is open for signature to all States at the United Nations Headquarters in 
New York until 9 December 2005. It is also open for signature to regional economic 
integration organizations provided that at least one Member State of such organization has 
signed this Convention (article 67 (2)). The Convention is subject to ratification, acceptance or 
approval by the Signatories.  A regional economic integration organization may deposit its 
instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval if at least one of its Member States has done 
likewise.  The Convention is open for accession by any State or any regional economic 
integration organization of which at least one Member State is a Party to this Convention 
(article 67(4)). 
 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

Each Party shall inform the Secretary-General of the United Nations of the name and 
address of the authority or authorities that may assist other Parties in developing and 
implementing specific measures for the prevention of corruption (article 6 (3)). 
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A Party that makes extradition conditional on the existence of a treaty shall at the time of 
deposit of its instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval of or accession to this 
Convention, inform the Secretary-General of the United Nations whether it will take this 
Convention as the legal basis for cooperation on extradition with other Parties to this 
Convention (article 44 (6)). 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be notified of the central authority 
designated by a Party to receive, execute or process requests for mutual legal assistance, as 
well as of the language or languages acceptable to a Party when receiving a request for mutual 
legal assistance (article 46 (13) and (14)). 

A regional economic integration organization shall declare the extent of its competence 
with respect to matters governed by this Convention. Such organizations shall also inform the 
depositary of any relevant modification in the extent of its competence (article 67 (3) and (4)). 
 
RESERVATIONS 
 

Each Party may, at the time of signature, ratification, acceptance or approval of or 
accession to this Convention, declare that it does not consider itself bound by article 66 (2) 
regarding the settlement of disputes (article 66 (3)). The other Parties shall not be bound by 
article 66 (2) with respect to any Party that has made such a reservation. Any Party that has 
made a reservation in accordance with article 66 (3) may at any time withdraw that reservation 
by notification to the Secretary-General of the United Nations (article 66 (4)). 
 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

A Party may denounce this Convention by written notification to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations. Such denunciation shall become effective one year after the date of receipt 
of the notification by the Secretary-General (article 70 (1)).  

A regional economic integration organization shall cease to be a Party to this Convention 
when all of its Member States have denounced it (article 70 (2)). 
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Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change 

(Kyoto, 11 December 1997) 
 

 

OBJECTIVES 
 

The Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (the 
Protocol) has the same ultimate objective as the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (the Convention), which is the stabilization of atmospheric concentrations of 
greenhouse gases at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the 
climate system.  Such a level should be achieved within a time frame sufficient to allow 
ecosystems to adapt naturally to climate change, to ensure that food production is not 
threatened and to enable economic development to proceed in a sustainable manner. 
 At the first United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change Conference of the 
Parties in Berlin in 1995, the Parties reviewed the commitments by the developed countries 
under the Convention and decided that the commitment to aim at returning their emissions to 
1990 levels by the year 2000 was inadequate for achieving the Convention’s long-term 
objective. The Conference adopted the Berlin Mandate and launched a new round of 
negotiations on strengthening the commitments of the Parties from developed countries. At the 
third Conference of the Parties in Kyoto in 1997, the Parties adopted the Protocol. 
 

KEY PROVISIONS 
 
 In accordance with the Protocol, Parties from developed countries are committed to 
reducing their combined greenhouse gas emissions by at least 5 per cent from 1990 levels by 
the period 2008-2012. The targets cover the six main greenhouse gases, namely, carbon 
dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O), hydro fluorocarbons (HFCs), per 
fluorocarbons (PFCs) and sulphur hexafluoride (SF6), along with some activities in the land-
use change and forestry sector that remove carbon dioxide from the atmosphere (carbon 
“sinks”).  Each Party from developed countries is required to have made demonstrable progress 
in implementing its emission reduction commitments by 2005. Implementation of the legally 
binding Protocol commitments promises to produce an historic reversal of the upward trend in 
emissions from developed countries. 
 The Protocol also establishes three innovative mechanisms, known as joint implementation, 
emissions trading and the clean development mechanism, which are designed to help Parties 
included in Annex I of the Convention to reduce the costs of meeting their emission targets.  
The clean development mechanism also aims to promote sustainable development in 
developing countries. The operational details of these mechanisms are now being fleshed out 
by the Parties.   
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 The procedure for the communication and review of information is established in the 
Protocol.  Parties from developed countries are required to incorporate in their national 
communications the supplementary information necessary to demonstrate compliance with 
their commitments under the Protocol in accordance with guidelines to be developed.  The 
information submitted shall be reviewed by expert review teams, pursuant to guidelines 
established by the Conference of the Parties, which is the supreme body that shall regularly 
review and promote effective implementation of the Convention and the Protocol. 
 The Protocol provides that the Parties shall periodically review the Protocol in the light of 
the best available scientific information and assessment on climate change and its impacts.  
The first review will take place at the second session of the Conference of the Parties serving 
as the meeting of the Parties to the Protocol.  Further reviews shall take place at regular 
intervals and in a timely manner.  A framework for a compliance system is required to be 
developed under the Protocol. 
 

ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 
 The Protocol entered into force on 16 February 2005 (article 25).  
 

HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 
 The Protocol is closed for signature. It remains open to ratification, acceptance, approval or 
accession by States and any regional economic integration organizations which are Parties to 
the Convention (article 24). 
 

OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 
 A regional economic integration organization shall declare the extent of its competence 
with respect to matters governed by the Protocol (article 24 (3)). 
 

RESERVATIONS 
 
 No reservations may be made to the Protocol (article 26). 
 
DENUNCATION/ WITHDRAWAL 
 
 At any time after three years from the date on which the Protocol has entered into force for 
a Party that Party may withdraw from the Protocol by giving written notification to the 
depositary. Any such withdrawal shall take effect upon expiry of one year from the date of 
receipt by the depositary of the notification of withdrawal, or on such later date as may be 
specified in the notification of withdrawal (article 27). 
 Any Party that withdraws from the Convention shall be considered as also having 
withdrawn from the Protocol (article 27). 
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Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure 
for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in 

 International Trade 
(Rotterdam, 10 September 1998) 

 
 

OBJECTIVES 
 
 The objective of the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for 
Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade (the Convention) is to 
promote shared responsibility and cooperation among Parties in international trade of certain 
hazardous pesticides and chemicals in order to protect human health and the environment from 
potential harm.  
 The Convention renders the monitoring and controlling of trade in dangerous substances 
more efficient and transparent. In addition, the Convention strengthens the ability of importing 
countries to decide which chemicals they wish to receive and to exclude those they cannot 
manage safely. If trade does take place, the Convention’s requirements for labelling and 
provision of information on potential health and environmental effects will promote the safe 
use of such chemicals. 
 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

The Convention establishes a Prior Informed Consent (PIC) procedure as a means for 
obtaining and disseminating the policies of importing countries relating to future shipments of 
certain chemicals and for ensuring compliance with such policies by exporting countries. The 
decision not to import a certain chemical must be trade neutral, i.e., such a decision must be 
followed by a prohibition of domestic production of the chemical for domestic use or for 
imports from any other source.  
 The Convention provides for the exchange of information among Parties of potentially 
hazardous chemicals that may be imported and exported, and for a national decision-making 
process regarding import and compliance by exporters. 
 Each Party shall facilitate the exchange of scientific, technical, economic and legal 
information concerning the chemicals within the scope of this Convention. Parties shall also 
facilitate the provision of publicly available information on domestic regulatory actions. 
Information on domestic regulatory actions that substantially restrict one or more uses of a 
chemical shall be made available to other Parties, directly or through the secretariat of the 
Convention. 
 The Convention provides for technical assistance between the Parties. The Parties shall 
cooperate in promoting technical assistance for development of infrastructure and the capacity 
necessary to manage chemicals to enable the implementation of the Convention. In this 
respect, the needs of developing countries and countries with economies in transition shall be 
taken into account.  
 Each Party must designate one or more national authorities to act on its behalf in the 
performance of the administrative functions required by the Convention.  
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 The implementation of the Convention will be overseen by a Conference of the Parties. A 
Chemicals Review Committee will be established to review notifications and nominations 
from Parties, and make recommendations to the Conference of the Parties on which chemicals 
should be included in the PIC procedure. The Convention requires that the entire process be 
conducted in an open and transparent manner. 
 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 
 The Convention entered into force on 24 February 2004 (article 26). 
 
HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 
 The Convention is closed for signature. It remains open for ratification, acceptance, 
approval or accession by States and by regional economic integration organizations. 
 When an organization, one or more of whose Member States is a Party to the Convention, 
becomes a Party to the Convention, the organization and the Member States shall not be 
entitled to exercise rights under the Convention concurrently (article 25). 
 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 
 When ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to this Convention, or at any time 
thereafter, a Party that is not a regional economic integration organization may declare that, 
with respect to any dispute concerning the interpretation or application of the Convention, it 
accepts the submission of a dispute to the International Court of Justice and/or arbitration in 
accordance with procedures to be adopted by the Conference of the Parties (article 20). 
 A Party that is a regional economic integration organization may make a declaration with 
like effect in relation to arbitration (article 20). 
 At the time of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, a regional economic 
integration organization is required to make a specific declaration on its competence with 
respect to matters governed by the Convention (article 25). 
 
RESERVATIONS 
 
 No reservations may be made to this Convention (article 27). 
 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 
 At any time after three years from the date on which this Convention has entered into force 
for a Party, such Party may withdraw from the Convention by giving written notification to the 
depositary. Any such withdrawal shall take effect upon expiry of one year from the date of 
receipt by the depositary of the notification of withdrawal, or on such later date as may be 
specified in the notification of withdrawal (article 28). 
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Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants  
(Stockholm, 22 May 2001) 

 

 

OBJECTIVES  
 
 The Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (the Convention) is a global 
treaty that aims at protecting human health and the environment from persistent organic 
pollutants (POPs).  POPs are chemicals that remain intact in the environment for long periods, 
become widely distributed geographically, accumulate in the fatty tissue of living organisms 
and are toxic to humans and wildlife.  This Convention provides opportunities for international 
cooperation in the reduction of POPs emissions and, if possible, in their elimination. 
 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

Parties are obliged to take measures to reduce or eliminate the release of POPs from 
intentional production and use by prohibiting and/or taking the legal and administrative 
measures necessary to eliminate the production and use as well as the import and export of 
specified POPs; restricting the production and use of specified POPs; and restricting the 
importation and exportation of specified POPs for certain purposes.  
 Parties maintaining specific exemptions or having an acceptable purpose shall take 
appropriate measures to ensure that any production or use under such exemption or purpose is 
carried out in a manner that prevents or minimizes human exposure and release of POPs into 
the environment.  
 Parties shall take prescribed measures to reduce or eliminate releases from unintentional 
production, including the development of an action plan, promotion of the development of 
substitute or modified materials, products and processes, and the promotion of the use of the 
best available techniques and the best environmental practices. 
 Parties are also under an obligation to take measures to reduce or eliminate releases of 
POPs from stockpiles and wastes.  Parties are required to manage stockpiles in a safe, efficient 
and environmentally sound manner.   

It is incumbent upon each Party to develop a plan for the implementation of its obligations 
under the Convention.  For purposes of its implementation plan, Parties are obliged to 
cooperate with global, regional and sub regional organizations.    
 Parties are also obliged to facilitate the exchange of information concerning alternatives to 
POPs, and the reduction or elimination of the production, use and release of POPs. Parties are 
further obliged to promote awareness; develop and implement educational and public 
awareness programmes; encourage appropriate research, development, monitoring and 
cooperation pertaining to POPs at the national and international levels; and provide technical 
assistance, financial resources and mechanisms. 
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ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 
 This Convention entered into force on 17 May 2004 (article 26 (1)).  
 
HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 
 The Convention is closed for signature.  It is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval 
by States and by regional economic integration organizations.  It remains open for accession by 
States and by regional economic integration organizations (article 25).   
 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATION 
 

When ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to the Convention, or at any time 
thereafter, a Party that is not a regional economic integration organization may declare in a 
written instrument submitted to the depositary that, with respect to any dispute concerning the 
interpretation or application of the Convention, it recognizes one or both of the following as 
compulsory in relation to any Party accepting the same obligation: arbitration in accordance 
with procedures to be adopted by the Conference of the Parties and/or submission of the 
dispute to the International Court of Justice (article 18 (2)). 

A Party that is a regional economic integration organization may make a declaration with 
like effect in relation to arbitration in accordance with the procedure referred to above (article 
18 (3)). 

In its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, a regional economic 
integration organization shall declare the extent of its competencies in respect of matters 
governed by this Convention (article 25 (3)).   

In its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, any Party may declare 
that, with respect to it, any amendment to Annex A, B or C shall enter into force only upon the 
deposit of its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession (article 25 (4)). 

   
RESERVATIONS 
 

No reservation may be made to the Convention (article 27). 
 

DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL  
 

At any time after three years from the date on which this Convention has entered into force 
for a Party, such Party may withdraw from the Convention by giving written notification to the 
depositary (article 28 (1)). Any such withdrawal shall take effect upon the expiry of one year 
from the date of receipt by the depositary of the notification of withdrawal or on such later date 
as may be specified in the notification of withdrawal (article 28 (2)).  
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Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the Convention on Biological 
Diversity 

(Montreal, 29 January 2000) 
 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 
 One of the key agreements adopted at the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro was the 
Convention on Biological Diversity (the Convention), which sets out commitments for 
maintaining the world's ecological underpinnings in parallel with economic development. The 
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the Convention on Biological Diversity (the Protocol) is a 
supplementary agreement to the Convention. The Protocol seeks to protect biological diversity 
from the potential risks posed by living modified organisms resulting from modern 
biotechnology. This Protocol establishes an advance informed agreement (AIA) procedure for 
ensuring that countries are provided with the information necessary to make informed 
decisions before agreeing to the import of such organisms into their territory. The Protocol 
contains reference to a precautionary approach and reaffirms the precautionary language in 
Principle 15 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development. The Protocol also 
establishes a Biosafety Clearing-House to facilitate the exchange of information on living 
modified organisms and to assist countries in the implementation of the Protocol.               
      
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

Recognizing that modern biotechnology has great potential for human well-being if 
developed and used with adequate safety measures for the environment and human health, the 
Parties undertake to ensure that the development, handling, transport, use, transfer and release 
of any living modified organisms is undertaken in a manner that prevents or reduces the risks 
to biological diversity, and to human health.  

The transboundary movements of living modified organisms are subject to an AIA 
procedure under which transboundary movement is only allowed after advanced written 
consent by the competent national authority of the importing Party. This procedure involves 
several distinct requirements, namely: notification by the exporting Party, acknowledgement of 
notification by the importing Party, a decision-making procedure by the importing Party, and 
the right to review such decisions in the light of new scientific information. When the 
transboundary movement is authorized, the Parties are obligated to take necessary measures to 
require that living modified organisms are handled, packaged and transported under conditions 
of safety. 
 The Protocol provides for several exceptions to that procedure including the transboundary 
movements of pharmaceuticals; living modified organisms that are solely transiting through 
the territory of a Party or that are destined for contained use only or living modified organisms 
intended for direct use as food or feed, or for processing. 

In any circumstances, lack of scientific certainty due to insufficient relevant scientific 
information and knowledge regarding the extent of the potential adverse effects of a living 
modified organism shall not prevent the Parties from taking a decision, as appropriate, with 
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regard to the import of the living modified organism in question in order to avoid or minimize 
such potential adverse effects. 
 A Biosafety Clearing-House is established for the purpose of facilitating the exchange of 
information on, and experience with, living modified organisms to assist Parties to implement 
the Protocol, taking into account the special needs of developing country Parties. Each Party 
shall make available to the Biosafety Clearing-House copies of any national laws, regulations 
and guidelines applicable to the import of living modified organisms intended for direct use as 
food or feed, or for processing, if available. 

Lastly, the Parties undertake to cooperate in the development and/or strengthening of 
human resources and institutional capacities in biosafety, including biotechnology to the extent 
that it is required for biosafety, for the purpose of the effective implementation of this Protocol, 
in developing States, and in States with economies in transition, which are Parties to the 
Protocol.  Such assistance in capacity building in biosafety may occur through existing global, 
regional, sub-regional and national institutions and organizations and, as appropriate, through 
facilitating private sector involvement. 
 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Protocol entered into force on 11 September 2003 (article 37 (2)). 
 
HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Protocol is closed for signature. It remains open for ratification, acceptance, approval 
or accession by States or regional economic integration organizations that are Parties to the 
Convention (articles 34 and 35 of the Convention, and article 32 of the Protocol). 
 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATION 
 

Each Party shall notify the Secretary-General of its focal point and its designated 
competent national authorities, or any changes thereof (article 19). 

 
RESERVATIONS 
 

No reservations may be made to the Protocol (article 38).  
 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

At any time after two years from the date on which this Protocol has entered into force for 
a Party, such Party may withdraw from the Protocol by giving written notification to the 
depositary (article 39 (1)). Such withdrawal shall take place upon expiry of one year after the 
date of its receipt by the depositary, or on such later date as may be specified in the notification 
of the withdrawal (article 39 (2)). 
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United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(Montego Bay, 10 December 1982)  

and 
Agreement relating to the implementation of Part XI of the United 

Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(New York, 28 July 1994) 

 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (the Convention) lays down a 
comprehensive regime of law and order for the world's oceans and seas, establishing rules 
governing all uses of the oceans and seas and their resources. It enshrines the notion that all 
problems of ocean space are closely interrelated and need to be addressed as a whole.  
 The Convention was opened for signature on 10 December 1982 in Montego Bay, Jamaica. 
At the time of its adoption, the Convention embodied in one instrument traditional rules for the 
uses of the oceans and at the same time introduced new legal concepts and regimes and 
addressed new concerns. Today, it is the globally recognized regime dealing with all matters 
relating to the law of the sea. 
 The Agreement relating to the implementation of Part XI of the Convention (the 
Agreement) was adopted on 28 July 1994 to resolve certain difficulties with the seabed mining 
provisions contained in Part XI of the Convention, which had been raised primarily by the 
industrialized countries.   
 In accordance with article 2 of the Agreement, the Agreement and Convention shall be 
interpreted and applied together as a single instrument. 
   
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

The Convention represents an attempt to create a legal order for the seas and oceans, 
which will facilitate international cooperation, and will promote the peaceful uses of the seas 
and oceans, the equitable utilization of their resources, the conservation of their living 
resources, and the study, protection and preservation of the marine environment.  The 
Convention is in many respects a framework Convention in light of the fact that many of its 
provisions, being of a general nature, can only be further implemented through the adoption 
of relevant international rules and standards developed by or through the competent 
international organization or organizations.  Key provisions of the Convention include: 

• Coastal States exercise sovereignty over their territorial sea, which they have the right 
to establish up to a limit not exceeding 12 nautical miles;   

• Archipelagic States, made up of a group or groups of closely interrelated islands and 
interconnecting waters, have sovereignty over a sea area enclosed by straight lines 
drawn between the outermost points of the islands;  

• Foreign ships can exercise the rights of "innocent passage" through the territorial sea 
and archipelagic waters, "transit passage" through straits used for international 
navigation and archipelagic sea lanes passage through archipelagic sea lanes. The 
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exercise of such rights is subject to the duty to comply with the relevant international 
rules and standards and the laws and regulations of the coastal and archipelagic States, 
and of the States bordering the strait; 

• Coastal States have sovereign rights in a 200-nautical mile exclusive economic zone 
with respect to exploring, exploiting, conserving and managing the natural resources, 
living and non-living, and with regard to other activities for the economic exploitation 
and exploration of the zone; coastal States also exercise jurisdiction with regard to 
marine scientific research and the protection and preservation of the marine 
environment; 

• Land-locked and geographically disadvantaged States have the right to participate on 
an equitable basis in exploitation of an appropriate part of the surplus of the living 
resources of the exclusive economic zones of coastal States of the same region or sub-
region; land-locked States also have the right of access to and from the sea and enjoy 
freedom of transit through the territory of transit States; 

• All States enjoy freedom of navigation and overflight in the exclusive economic zone, 
as well as freedom to lay submarine cables and pipelines;  

• Coastal States have sovereign rights over the continental shelf for the purpose of 
exploring it and exploiting its natural resources; the shelf extends to a distance of at 
least 200 nautical miles; data on the outer limits of the continental shelf beyond 200 
nautical miles must be submitted to the Commission on the Limits of the Continental 
Shelf;  

• Coastal States share with the international community part of the revenue derived from 
exploiting non-living resources from any part of their shelf beyond 200 nautical miles;  

• All States enjoy, inter alia, the traditional freedoms of navigation, overflight, scientific 
research and fishing on the high seas; they are obliged to adopt, or cooperate with other 
States in adopting measures to manage and conserve living resources;  

• States bordering enclosed or semi-enclosed seas should coordinate the management, 
conservation, exploration and exploitation of living resources; the implementation of 
their rights and duties with respect to the protection and preservation of the marine 
environment; and scientific research policies and activities; 

• The seabed beyond the limits of national jurisdiction (the Area) and its mineral 
resources are the common heritage of mankind; the exploration and exploitation of the 
mineral resources are to be carried out for the benefit of mankind as a whole, and under 
the control of the International Seabed Authority, which is also responsible for ensuring 
the protection of the marine environment from harmful effects which may arise from 
activities in the Area; 

• States have an obligation to protect and preserve the marine environment and are 
required to take all measures necessary to prevent, reduce and control pollution of the 
marine environment from any source; to ensure that activities under their jurisdiction or 
control do not spread to areas beyond their jurisdiction and do not cause damage by 
pollution to other States and their environment; and to protect and preserve rare and 
fragile ecosystems, as well as the habitat of depleted, threatened or endangered species 
and other forms of marine life;  

• States are responsible for the fulfilment of their international obligations concerning the 
protection and preservation of the marine environment and shall be liable in accordance 
with international law;  
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• All marine scientific research in the EEZ and on the continental shelf is subject to the 
consent of the coastal State, which must normally be granted if the research is 
conducted for peaceful purposes and in order to increase scientific knowledge of the 
marine environment for the benefit of mankind; 

• States are bound to promote the development and transfer of marine technology "on fair 
and reasonable terms and conditions", with due regard for all legitimate interests;  

• Parties are obliged to settle disputes between them concerning the interpretation or 
application of the Convention by peaceful means;  

• Under the compulsory procedures entailing binding decisions, disputes can be 
submitted to the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea established under the 
Convention, to the International Court of Justice, to an arbitral tribunal, or to a special 
arbitral tribunal. Conciliation is also available and, in certain circumstances, submission 
to it would be compulsory. The Tribunal has exclusive jurisdiction over disputes 
relating to activities in the Area. 

The Agreement deals with various issues that were identified as problematic.  These 
include costs to Parties and institutional arrangements, decision-making mechanisms for the 
Authority, the Review Conference, production policy and financial terms of contracts. 

 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 
 The Convention entered into force on 16 November 1994 (article 308 of the Convention).  
The Agreement entered into force on 28 July 1996 (article 6 of the Agreement). 
 
HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 
 The Convention is closed for signature.  The Convention is open for ratification by States 
and other entities referred to in article 305 (1) (c), (d) and (e), and to formal confirmation by 
international organizations, in accordance with Annex IX.  The Convention is also open for 
accession by States and other entities referred to in article 305, and by international 
organizations, in accordance with Annex IX.  Pursuant to Annex IX, an international 
organization may deposit its instrument of formal confirmation or accession only if a majority 
of its member States deposit or have deposited their instruments of ratification or accession 
(articles 305, 306 and 307 of the Convention).  
 The Agreement is closed for signature.  The Agreement is open for ratification by States 
and other entities referred to in article 305 (1) (c), (d) and (e) of the Convention, and to formal 
confirmation by international organizations, in accordance with Annex IX of the Convention. 
The Agreement is also open for accession by States and other entities referred to in article 305 
of the Convention, and by international organizations, in accordance with Annex IX of the 
Convention.  Pursuant to Annex IX of the Convention, an international organization may 
deposit its instrument of formal confirmation or accession only if a majority of its member 
States deposit or have deposited their instruments of ratification or accession (article 4(3) and 
(4) of the Agreement).  
 No State or entity may establish its consent to be bound by the Agreement unless it has 
previously established or establishes at the same time its consent to be bound by the 
Convention (article 4(2) of the Agreement). 



Multilateral Treaty Framework: An Invitation to Universal Participation 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

110 

 Any instrument of ratification or formal confirmation of or accession to the Convention 
also represents consent to be bound by the Agreement (article 4(1) of the Agreement).   
 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

When signing, ratifying or acceding to the Convention or at any time thereafter, a State 
may choose by means of a written declaration one or more of the listed means for the 
settlement of disputes concerning the interpretation or application of the Convention (article 
287 of the Convention). 

When signing, ratifying or acceding to the Convention or at any time thereafter, a State 
may declare in writing that it does not accept any one or more of the procedures provided for in 
section 2 with respect to one or more of the categories of disputes enumerated in the article 
(article 298 of the Convention). 
 A State, when signing, ratifying or acceding to the Convention may make declarations or 
statements, however phrased or named, with a view, inter alia, to the harmonization of its laws 
and regulations with the provisions of the Convention, provided that such declarations or 
statements do not purport to exclude or to modify the legal effect of the provisions of the 
Convention in their application to that State (article 310 of the Convention). 
 An instrument deposited by an international organization shall contain the undertakings 
and declarations required by articles 4 and 5 of Annex IX (Annex IX, article 3 of the 
Convention, and article 4(4) of the Agreement). 
  
RESERVATIONS 
 
 No reservations may be made to the Convention unless expressly permitted by other 
articles of this Convention (article 309 of the Convention).  Articles 309 to 319 of the 
Convention apply to the Agreement (article 2 of the Agreement). 
 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL  
 
 Denunciation is effected by a written notification to the Secretary-General as depositary 
and takes effect one year after the date of receipt, unless such notification specifies a later date 
(article 317 of the Convention).  Articles 309 to 319 of the Convention apply to the Agreement 
(article 2 of the Agreement).  
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Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 

relating to the Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish 
Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks 

(New York, 4 August 1995) 
 
 

OBJECTIVES 
 
 The United Nations Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation 
and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (the Agreement) 
sets out principles for the conservation and management of those fish stocks and establishes 
that such management must be based on the precautionary approach and the best available 
scientific information. The Agreement elaborates on the fundamental principle, established in 
the Convention that States should cooperate to ensure conservation and promote the objective 
of the optimum utilization of fisheries resources both within and beyond the exclusive 
economic zone.  The Agreement was adopted on 4 August 1995.    
 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 
 The Agreement provides a framework for cooperation in the conservation and management 
of fisheries resources. It promotes good order in the oceans through the effective management 
and conservation of high seas resources by establishing, among other things, detailed minimum 
international standards for the conservation and management of straddling fish stocks and 
highly migratory fish stocks; ensuring that measures taken for the conservation and 
management of those stocks in areas under national jurisdiction and in the adjacent high seas 
are compatible and coherent; ensuring that there are effective mechanisms for compliance and 
enforcement of those measures on the high seas; and recognizing the special requirements of 
developing States in relation to conservation and management as well as the development and 
participation in fisheries for straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks.  
 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 
 The Agreement entered into force on 11 December 2001 (article 40). 
 
HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 
 The Agreement is closed for signature.  It is open for ratification and accession by States 
and other entities referred to in article 305 (1) (c), (d) and (e), of the Convention, and 
international organizations pursuant to Annex IX, article 1, of the Convention, subject to article 
47 of the Agreement.  In cases where an international organization has competence over all the 
matters governed by the Agreement, its Member States shall not become Parties, except in 
respect of their territories for which the international organization has no responsibility 
(articles 38, 39 and 47 (2) (ii)). 
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OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 
 A Party to this Agreement which is not a Party to the Convention may declare that, 
notwithstanding article 290 (5) of the Convention, the International Tribunal for the Law of the 
Sea shall not be entitled to prescribe, modify or revoke provisional measures without the 
agreement of such State (article 31 (3)). 
 A State or entity, when signing, ratifying or acceding to the Agreement, may make 
declarations or statements, however phrased or named, with a view, inter alia, to the 
harmonization of its laws and regulations with the provisions of the Agreement, provided that 
such declarations or statements do no purport to exclude or to modify the legal effect of the 
provisions of the Agreement in their application to that State or entity (article 43). 
 Parties intending to conclude an agreement (article 44 (2)) modifying or suspending the 
operation of provisions of this Agreement, applicable solely to relations between them, shall 
notify the other Parties through the depositary of this Agreement of their intention to conclude 
the agreement and of the modification or suspension for which it provides (article 44 (3)). 
 In cases where an international organization referred to in Annex IX, article 1 of the 
Convention has competence over all matters governed by the Agreement, it shall make a 
declaration at the time of signing or accession concerning such competence and related matters 
(article 47 (2) (i)).  
 
RESERVATIONS 
 
 No reservations or exceptions may be made to the Agreement (article 42). 
 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 
 Denunciation is effected by a written notification to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations and takes effect one year after the date of receipt, unless the notification specifies a 
later date (article 46). 
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Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 
(New York, 10 September 1996) 

 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

The objective of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (the Treaty) is to secure an 
end to all nuclear weapons testing and other forms of nuclear explosions. The Treaty, by 
prohibiting all nuclear explosions, constitutes an effective measure of nuclear disarmament and 
non-proliferation, and therefore contributes to the enhancement of international peace and 
security.  
 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

The Treaty prohibits nuclear weapon test explosions or any other nuclear explosion, and 
obligates Parties to prohibit and prevent any such nuclear explosion at any place under their 
jurisdiction or control. In addition, Parties are obligated to refrain from causing, encouraging, 
or in any way participating in the carrying out of any nuclear weapon test explosion or any 
other nuclear explosion.  

  The Treaty sets up a verification regime which consists of the international monitoring 
system comprising 337 monitoring facilities, consultation and clarification, on-site inspections 
and confidence-building measures. The purpose of the international monitoring system is to 
detect and identify any activity prohibited under the Treaty.  The consultation and clarification 
process encourages Parties to resolve possible violations before requesting an on-site 
inspection.  If this mechanism fails, each Party has a right to request an on-site inspection. The 
Treaty specifies various guidelines concerning the request and approval for such an inspection, 
as well as how such an inspection shall be conducted.  The Treaty also establishes the 
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty Organization (the CTBTO), which will implement the Treaty 
and provide a forum for consultation and cooperation.  

The Protocol to the Treaty is an integral part of the Treaty and it contains detailed 
provisions. The provisions addressing an international monitoring system and international 
data centre functions set forth an obligation on the Parties to cooperate in an international 
exchange of seismological data, hydroacoustic data, infrasound data, and data on radionuclides 
in the atmosphere.  The Protocol also provides for technical assistance to the Parties to the 
Treaty.   
 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 

 
This Treaty has not yet entered into force. According to article XIV, the Treaty will enter 

into force 180 days after the date of deposit of the instruments of ratification by all of the 44 
States listed in annex 2 to the Treaty (article XIV (1)).  

Currently, the Preparatory Commission of the CTBTO, which was established by 
resolution of the States Signatories to the Treaty on 19 November 1996, is carrying out the 
necessary preparation for the effective implementation of the Treaty pending its entry into 
force.     
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HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

The Treaty is currently open for signature and will remain open to all States for signature 
before its entry into force (article XI). The Treaty is subject to ratification by Signatories 
(article XII).  Any State which does not sign this Treaty before its entry into force may accede 
to it at any time thereafter (article XIII). Upon signature of the Treaty, States become members 
of the Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, which was 
established in 1996 to prepare for the entry into force of the Treaty. 
 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

Each Party shall designate a National Authority and shall so inform the CTBTO upon entry 
into force of the Treaty for it.  The National Authority shall serve as the national focal point for 
liaison with the CTBTO and with the other Parties (article III (4)). 

Each Party, no later than 30 days after the entry into force of the Treaty for it, shall notify 
the Director-General of the names, dates of birth, sex, ranks, qualifications and professional 
experience of the persons proposed by the Party for designation as inspectors and inspector 
assistants (Part II, Section B (16) of the Protocol to the Treaty).  

Each Party must also immediately acknowledge receipt of the initial list of inspectors and 
inspection assistants proposed for designation. Any inspector or inspection assistant included 
in this list shall be regarded as accepted unless the Party declares its non-acceptance in writing 
within 30 days after acknowledgement of receipt of the list (Part II, Section B (18)) of the 
Protocol to the Treaty.   
 
RESERVATIONS 
 

Reservations to the articles and annexes to the Treaty are prohibited. The provisions of the 
Protocol to the Treaty and the Annexes to the Protocol shall not be subject to reservations 
incompatible with the object and purpose of the Treaty (article XV).   
 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

A Party may withdraw from the Treaty by giving notice six months in advance to all other 
Parties, the Executive Council, the depositary, and the United Nations Security Council. The 
notice of withdrawal shall also include a statement of the extraordinary event or events which 
the Party regards as jeopardizing its supreme interests (article IX).  
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Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production 
and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction 

(Oslo, 18 September 1997) 
 

 
OBJECTIVES 
 

The Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of 
Anti-Personnel Mines and on their Destruction (the Convention) is a cornerstone in the effort 
to end the suffering and casualties caused by anti-personnel mines.  The Convention includes a 
comprehensive ban on anti-personnel mines, a framework of action to address the 
humanitarian impact of mines and mechanisms to facilitate cooperation in implementing the 
Convention.    
 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

The Convention prohibits the use, development, production, acquiring, stockpiling, 
retaining or transferring to anyone, directly or indirectly, anti-personnel mines.  Parties are also 
prohibited from assisting, encouraging or inducing anyone to engage in activities banned by 
the Convention.   

 Each Party is obligated to destroy all stockpiled mines as soon as possible but not later 
than four years after the entry into force of the Convention for that Party (article 4).  Each 
Party is also obligated to destroy all anti-personnel mines in mined areas under its jurisdiction 
or control as soon as possible, but not later than ten years after the entry into force of the 
Convention for that Party.  Parties are additionally required to make every effort to identify and 
mark areas in which anti-personnel mines are known or suspected to be emplaced, and take 
other measures to ensure the effective exclusion of civilians.  Parties which are unable to 
destroy all mines within the ten-year timeframe may request an extension of the deadline. 

Parties are permitted to retain or transfer a minimal number of anti-personnel mines solely 
for the development of and training in mine detection, mine clearance, or mine destruction 
techniques. 

The Convention requires that Parties cooperate and provide technical and financial 
assistance to achieve the objectives of the Convention.  Parties have the right to seek and 
receive assistance from other Parties, where feasible.  Parties that are able to do so are required 
to provide assistance for mine victims, mine awareness programmes, mine clearance and 
related activities and other forms of assistance.  

Each Party is also required to submit a report, no later than 180 days after the Convention 
enters into force for such Party, to the Secretary-General detailing, inter alia, national 
implementation measures, quantity of all stockpiled mines owned or possessed, location of all 
mined areas, types and quantities of all anti-personnel mines retained or transferred, status of 
programs for the destruction of anti-personnel mines, and types and quantities of all mines 
destroyed.  Each Party is required to update its report annually.  
 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Convention entered into force on 1 March 1999 (article 17(1)).  
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HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

This Convention is closed for signature. It is subject to ratification, acceptance or approval 
by Signatories. It is open for accession by any State which has not signed the Convention 
(article 16).  
 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

This Convention is silent with regard to declarations and notifications.   
 
RESERVATIONS 
 

Reservations are prohibited under this Convention (article 19).  
 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

A Party may withdraw from the Convention by giving notice, including a full explanation 
of the motivations for the withdrawal, to all other Parties, the depositary, and the United 
Nations Security Council. The withdrawal shall take effect six months after the receipt of the 
instrument of withdrawal by the depositary. If, however, on the expiry of that six-month 
period, the withdrawing Party is engaged in an armed conflict, the withdrawal shall not take 
effect before the end of the armed conflict (article 20). 
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WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control 
(Geneva, 21 May 2003) 

 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

The objective of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (the Convention) is 
to protect present and future generations from the devastating health, social, environmental and 
economic consequences of tobacco consumption and exposure to tobacco smoke by providing 
a framework for tobacco control measures.  Such measures are to be implemented by Parties at 
the national, regional and international levels in order to reduce continually and substantially 
the prevalence of tobacco use and exposure to tobacco smoke.  
 
KEY PROVISIONS 
 

The Convention represents a paradigm shift in the development of a regulatory strategy for 
addictive substances.  In contrast to many drug control treaties, the Convention asserts the 
importance of demand reduction strategies as well as supply issues. Demand reduction 
provisions in the Convention include price and tax measures as well as non-price measures 
such as strong health warnings, regulation of tobacco contents and emissions, packaging and 
labeling regulations, cessation promotion, promotion of smoke-free public places, bans or 
restrictions on tobacco advertising and sponsorship, and increasing public awareness of the 
dangers of smoking and exposure to tobacco smoke.  

Supply reduction provisions of the Convention require Parties to take various measures to 
eliminate all forms of illicit trade in tobacco products, including smuggling, illicit 
manufacturing and counterfeiting.  Parties are also required to adopt and implement various 
measures to prohibit the sale of tobacco products to persons under the age set by domestic law, 
national law or eighteen.   

The Convention provides Parties with a considerable degree of flexibility in implementing 
measures beyond those described in the treaty.  Parties are encouraged to implement measures 
that are stronger than the minimum standards required by the treaty.   

The Convention also sets forth a requirement to cooperate with other Parties on scientific 
research and technical development.  Uniquely, article 19 encourages Parties to promote their 
national laws and cooperate with each other on criminal and civil liability for the purpose of 
tobacco control. The Convention repeatedly impresses upon the Parties the need for 
comprehensive multisectoral tobacco control measures at the global, regional and local levels.  
The Convention requires Parties to protect tobacco control policies from commercial and 
vested interests of the tobacco industry and to be aware of the activities of the tobacco 
industry. 
  
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Convention entered into force on 27 February 2005 (article 36 (1)).  
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HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

This Convention is closed for signature. It is subject to ratification, acceptance, or approval 
by Signatory States.  It is also subject to formal confirmation by regional economic integration 
organizations that have signed the Convention.  It is open for accession by any State Member 
of WHO or of the United Nations, and regional economic integration organizations (article 35). 

 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 
 

Under paragraph 5 of Article 16, a Party may, by means of a binding written declaration, 
indicate its commitment to prohibit the introduction of vending machines within its jurisdiction 
or, as appropriate, to a total ban on tobacco vending machines. 

When ratifying, accepting, approving, formally confirming or acceding to the Convention, 
or at any time thereafter, a State or regional economic integration organization may declare in 
writing to the depositary that, for a dispute not resolved in accordance with paragraph 1 of 
article 27, it accepts, as compulsory, ad hoc arbitration in accordance with procedures to be 
adopted by consensus by the Conference of the Parties (article 27(2)).  

Regional economic integration organizations shall, in their instruments relating to formal 
confirmation or in their instruments of accession, declare the extent of their competence with 
respect to the matters governed by the Convention.  These organizations shall also inform the 
depositary, who shall in turn inform the Parties, of any substantial modification in the extent of 
their competence (article 35(3)).  
 
RESERVATIONS 
 

Reservations to the Convention are not permitted (article 30).  
 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

A Party may withdraw from the Convention at any time after two years from the date on 
which the Convention entered into force for that Party. The withdrawal shall take effect one 
year after the date of receipt of the withdrawal notification by the depositary, or on such later 
date as may be specified in the withdrawal notification (article 31).  
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Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties 
(Vienna, 23 May 1969) 

 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

The Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties (the Convention), adopted in 1969 
following a draft prepared by the International Law Commission, is the authoritative treaty on 
the international law of treaties, establishing the rules for the adoption, interpretation and 
invalidation of treaties.  The Convention largely codifies customary law on treaties.  The 
Convention applies only to international agreements concluded between and among States.    
 
KEY PROVISIONS 

 
The Convention is divided into six parts.  These parts include: (I) Introduction, (II) 

Conclusion and Entry into Force of Treaties, (III) Observance, Application and Interpretation 
of Treaties, (IV) Amendment and Modification of Treaties, (V) Invalidity, Termination and 
Suspension of the Operation of Treaties, (VI) Miscellaneous Provisions, (VII) Depositaries, 
Notifications, Corrections and Registration, and (VIII) Final Provisions. The Convention 
addresses the full array of issues relating to this subject, including, inter alia, adoption and 
authentication of treaties, full powers, consent to be bound, reservations, entry into force, the 
relation between internal law and treaty obligations, territorial scope of treaties, general rules 
of interpretation, amendment, termination, denunciation, withdrawal, depositary functions, 
notifications, communications and corrections.     
 
ENTRY INTO FORCE 
 

The Convention entered into force on 27 January 1980 (article 84).  
 
HOW TO BECOME A PARTY 
 

This Convention is closed for signature. It is subject to ratification and remains open for 
accession by States Members of the United Nations or of any of the specialized agencies or of 
the International Atomic Energy Agency or Parties to the Statute of the International Court of 
Justice (articles 82 and 83).   
 
OPTIONAL AND/OR MANDATORY DECLARATIONS AND NOTIFICATIONS 

 
This Convention is silent with regard to declarations and notifications. 

 
RESERVATIONS 
 

This Convention is silent with regard to reservations.  
 
DENUNCIATION/WITHDRAWAL 
 

This Convention is silent with regard to denunciation and withdrawal.  
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