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NOTE 

Symbols of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters combined with 
figures. Mention of such a symbol indicates a reference to a United Nations document. 

The resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly are identified as follows: 

Regular sessions 

Until the thirtieth regular session, the resolutions of the General Assembly were 
identified by an arabic numeral followed by a roman numeral in parentheses indi
cating the session (for example: resolution 3363 (XXX)). When several resolutions 
were adopted under the same number, each of them was identified by a capital letter 
placed between the two numerals (for example: resolution 3367 A (XXX), resolu
tions 3411 A and B (XXX), resolutions 3419 A to D (XXX)). The decisions were 
not numbered. 

Since the thirty-first session, as part of the new system adopted for symbols of 
General Assembly documents, resolutions and decisions have been identified by an 
arabic numeral, indicating the session, followed by an oblique stroke and another 
arabic numeral (for example: resolution 31/1, decision 31/30 1). When several reso
lutions or decisions were adopted under the same number, each of them has been 
identified by a capital letter placed after the two numerals (for example: resolution 
31/16 A, resolutions 31/6 A and B, decisions 31/406 A to E). 

Special sessions 

Until the seventh special session, the resolutions of the General Assembly were 
identified by an arabic numeral followed, in parentheses, by the letter "S" and a 
roman numeral indicating the session (for example: resolution 3362 (S-VII)). The 
decisions were not numbered. 

Since the eighth special session, resolutions and decisions have been identified 
by the letter "S" and an arabic numeral indicating the session, followed by an 
oblique stroke and another arabic numeral (for example: resolution S-8/1, decision 
S-8/11). 

Emergency special sessions 

Until the fifth emergency special session, the resolutions of the General As
sembly were identified by an arabic numeral followed, in parentheses, by the letters 
"ES" and a roman numeral indicating the session (for example: resolution 2252 
(ES-V)). The decisions were not numbered. 

Since the sixth emergency special session, resolutions and decisions have been 
identified by the letters "ES" and an arabic numeral indicating the session, followed 
by an oblique stroke and another arabic numeral (for example: resolution ES-6/1, 
decision ES-6/11 ). 

In each of the series described above, the numbering follows the order of adop
tion. 

• 
• • 

The present volume contains the resolutions and decisions adopted by the General 
Assembly from 17 September to 20 December 1991. Any further resolutions or decisions 
which the Assembly may adopt at its forty-sixth session will appear in a second volume. 

The present volume also contains a list indicating the allocation of agenda items 
(sect. I), a list of principal and subsidiary organs with a reference to their composition 
(annex I), a list of conventions, declarations and other instruments (annex II), an index 
(annex III) and a check-list of resolutions and decisions (annex IV). 

In the present volume, the notes are at the end of each section. 
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General Assembly-Forty-sixth Session 

I. ALLOCATION OF AGENDA ITEM8 1 

Plenary meetings 

I. Opening of the session by the Chairman of the delegation of Malta (item 1). 
2. Minute of silent prayer or meditation (item 2). 
3. Credentials of representatives to the forty-sixth session of the General Assembly 

(item 3): 
(a) Appointment of the members of the Credentials Committee; 
(b) Report of the Credentials Committee. 

4. Election of the President of the General Assembly (item 4 ). 
5. Election of the officers of the Main Committees (item 5). 
6. Election of the Vice-Presidents of the General Assembly (item 6). 
7. Notification by the Secretary-General under Article 12, paragraph 2, of the Char

ter of the United Nations (item 7). 
8. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work: reports of the General Com

mittee (item 8). 
9. General debate (item 9). 

I 0. Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization (item 10). 
II. Report of the Security Cowtcil (item II). 
I2. Report of the Economic and Social Council (chapters I. IV (section F), VIII and 

IX) (item 12).2 

13. Report of the International Court of Justice (item I3). 
14. Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency (item 14).3 

IS. Elections to fill vacancies in principal organs (item 15 ): 
(a) Election of five non-permanent members of the Security Council; 
(b) Election of eighteen members of the Economic and Social Council; 

(c) Election of a member of the International Court of Justice. 

16. Appointment of the Secretary-General (item 16). 
17. Elections to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs (item 17): 

(a) Election of twenty-nine members of the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Environment Programme; 

(b) Election of the members of the International Law Commission; 
(c) Election of nineteen members of the United Nations Commission on Inter

national Trade Law; 
(d) Election oftwelve members of the World Food Council; 
(e) Election of seven members of the Committee for Programme and Coordina

tion. 

18. Appointments to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs and other appointments 
(item 18):4 

(g) 

(h) 
Appointment of members of the Joint Inspection Unit; 
Appointment of the members of the Consultative Committee on the United 
Nations Development Fund for Women; 

(i) Appointment of members of the Committee on Conferences; 
(J) Confirmation of the appointment of the Secretary-General of the United 

Nations Conference on Trade and Development. 

I9. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples (item 19).5 

20. Admission of new Members to the United Nations (item 20). 
21. Critical economic situation in Africa (item 21 ): 
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(a) Final review and appraisal of the implementation of the United Nations 
Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development 
1986-1990; 

(b) Africa's commodity problems. 

22. Programmes and activities to promote peace in the world (item 22). 
23. Return or restitution of cultural property to the countries of origin (item 23). 
24. The situation in Cambodia (item 24). 
25. Cooperation between the United Nations and the Latin American Economic 

System (item 25). 
26. Tenth anniversary of the University for Peace (item 26). 
27. Cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization of the Islamic 

Conference (item 27). 
28. Question of the Comorian island of Mayotte (item 28). 
29. The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and 

security (item 29). 
30. Cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization of African Unity 

(item 30). 
31. The situation in Central America: threats to international peace and security and 

peace initiatives (item 31 ). 
32. Zone of peace and cooperation of the South Atlantic (item 32). 
33. Question of Palestine (item 33). 
34. Cooperation between the United Nations and the League of Arab States (item 34). 
35. The situation in the Middle East (item 35). 
36. Law of the sea (item 36). 
37. Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa (item 37).6 

38. Question of equitable representation on and increase in the membership of the 
Security Council (item 38). 

39. Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) (item 39).'' 
40. Question of peace, stability and cooperation in South-East Asia (item 40). 
41. Declaration of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organiza

tion of African Unity on the aerial and naval military attack against the Socialist 
People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya by the present United States Administration in 
Aprill986 (item 41). 

42. Armed Israeli aggression against the Iraqi nuclear installations and its grave con
sequences for the established international system concerning the peaceful uses 
of nuclear energy, the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and international 
peace and security (item 42). 

43. Launching of global negotiations on international economic cooperation for de
velopment (item 43). 

44. Implementation of the resolutions of the United Nations (item 44). 
45. Consequences of the Iraqi occupation of and aggression against Kuwait 

(item 46). 
46. Restructuring and revitalization of the United Nations in the economic, social and 

related fields (item 13 7). 

47. Revitalization of the work of the General Assembly (item 144). 
48. United Nations Educational and Training Programme for Southern Africa (item 

102). 

49. Observer status for the Caribbean Community in the General Assembly (item 
141). 

50. Necessity of ending the economic, commercial and financial embargo imposed by 
the United States of America against Cuba (item 142). 

51. Strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian emergency assistance of the 
United Nations (item 143). 

52. Situation of democracy and human rights in Hmti (item 145).8 
53. Commemoration of the fiftieth annivt>rsary of the United Nations in 1995 

(item 147).9 



I. AUontlon of agenda Items 

First Committee 

(DISARMAMENT AND RELATED INTERNATIONAL SECURITY QUESTIONS) 

1. Reduction of military budgets (item 47): 

(a) Reduction of military budgets; 
(b) Transparency and reduction of military budgets. 

2. Compliance with arms limitation and disarmament agreements (item 48). 
3. Education and information for disarmament (item 49). 
4. Implementation of General Assembly resolution 45/48 concerning the signature 

and ratification of Additional Protocol I of the Treaty for the Prohibition of 
Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) 
(item 50). 

5. Cessation of all nuclear-test explosions (item 51). 
6. Amendment of the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in 

Outer Space and under Water (item 52). 
7. Urgent need for a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty (item 53). 
8. Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East 

(item 54). 
9. Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia (item 55). 

10. Conclusion of effective international arrangements to assure non-nuclear-weapon 
States against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons (item 56). 

11. Prevention of an arms race in outer space (item 57). 
12. Implementation of the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa (item 58). 
l3. Chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons (item 59). 
14. General and complete disarmament (item 60):3 

(a) Notification of nuclear tests; 
(b) International arms transfers; 
(c) Implementation of General Assembly resolutions in the field of disarma-

ment; 
(d) Conversion of military resources to civilian purposes; 

(e) Relationship between disarmament and development; 
(f) Prohibition of the development, production, stockpiling and use of radio-

logical weapons; 

(g) Conventional disarmament: 
(h) Prohibition of attacks on nuclear facilities; 

(i) Prohibition of the dumping of radioactive wastes; 

(J) Prohibition of the production of fissionable material for weapons purposes; 

(k) Charting potential uses of resources allocated to military activities for civil-
ian endeavours to protect the environment; 

(l) Regional disarmament; 
(m) Naval armaments and disarmament; 

(n) Conventional disarmament on a regional scale. 

15. Review and implementation of the Concluding Document of the Twelfth Special 
Session of the General Assembly (item 61 ): 

(a) Regional disarmament: report of the Secretary-General; 
(b) United Nations disarmament fellowship, training and advisory services pro-

gramme; 

(c) Convention on the Prohibition of the Use of Nuclear Weapons; 
(d) World Disarmament Campaign; 

(e) Nuclear-arms freeze; 

(f) United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Africa, 
United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Asia and the 
Pacific and United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament 
and Development in Latin America ana the Caribbean" 

3 
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16. Review of the implementation of the recommendations and decisions adopted by 
the General Assembly at its tenth special session (item 62): 

(a) Report of the Disarmament Commission; 

(b) Report of the Conference on Disarmament; 
(c) Status of multilateral disarmament agreements; 
(d) Advisory Board on Disarmament Matters; 
(e) United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research; 
(j) Economic and social consequences of the armaments race and its extremely 

ha.."mful effects on world peace and security; 
(g) Comprehensive programme of disarmament; 

(h) Cessation of the nuclear-arms race and nuclear disarmament; 
(i) Prevention of nuclear war. 

17. Israeli nuclear armament (item 63). 
18. Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional 

Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indis
criminate Effects (item 64). 

19. Implementation of the Declaration ofthe Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace (item 
65). 

20. Question of Antarctica (item 66). 
21. Strengthening of security and cooperation in the Mediterranean region (item 67). 
22. Review of the implementation of the Declaration on the Strengthening of Inter

national Security (item 68). 

Special Political Committee 

I. Protection and security of small States (item 69). 
2. Effects of atomic radiation (item 70). 
3. International cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space (item 71 ). 
4. United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East 

(item 72). 
5. Report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Hu

man Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories 
(item 73). 

6. Comprehensive review of the whole question of peace-keeping operations in all 
their aspects (item 74). 

7. Questions relating to information (item 75). 
8. Question of the composition of the relevant organs of the United Nations 

(item 76). 
9. Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa (item 37).6 

Second Committee 

(ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL QUESTIONS) 

1. Report of the Economic and Social Council (chapters I to Ill, IV (sections B to 
D and F to 1), V, VII (sections A to C and E to G) and IX) (item 12).10 

2. Development and international economic cooperation (item 77): 
(a) Trade and development; 

(b) Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Coun-
tries for the 1990s; 

(c) World Decade for Cultural Development; 

(d) Economic and technical cooperation among developing countries; 
(e) Environment; 
(/) Desertification and drought; 
(g) Human settlements; 
(h) Science and technology for development; 
(ii Entrepreneurship; 
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(J) Effective mobilization and integration of women in development. 

3. United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (item 78). 
4. Protection of global climate for present and future generations of mankind 

(it.~m 79). 
5. International cooperation for the eradication of poverty in developing countries 

(item 80). 
6. External debt crisis and development (item 81). 
7. Operational activities for development (item 82): 11 

(a) Operational activities of the United Nations system; 

(b) United Nations Development Programme; 

(c) United Nations Capital Development Fund; 

(d) United Nations technical cooperation activities; 

(e) United Nations Volunteers programme; 

(f) World Food Programme. 

8. International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction (item 83). 
9. Special economic and disaster relief assistance (item 84): 

(a) Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator; 

(b) Special programmes of economic assistance. 

10. International assistance for the economic rehabilitation of Angola (item 85). 
11. Training and research: United Nations Institute for Training and Research 

(item 86). 
12. International cooperation to study, mitigate and minimize the consequences of the 

disaster at Chemobyl (item 87). 
13. Human resources development (item 88). 
14. Implementation of the commitments and policies agreed upon in the Declaration 

on International Economic Cooperation, in particular the Revitalization of Eco
nomic Growth and Development of the Developing Countries (item 89). 

15. Industrial development cooperation and the diversification and modernization of 
productive activities in developing countries (item 90). 

16. Emergency assistance for the economic and social rehabilitation of Liberia 
(item 91). 

Third Committee 

(SOCIAL, HUMANITARIAN AND CULTURAL QUESTIONS) 

1. Report of the Economic and Social Council (chapters I, IV (sections A, E and F), 
VI, VII (sections B, G and H) and IX) (item 12). 12 

2. Elimination of racism and racial discrimination (item 92). 
3. Right of peoples to self-determination (item 93). 
4. Social development (item 94): 

(a) Questions relating to the world social situation and to youth, ageing, dis
abled persons and the family; 

(b) Crime prevention and criminal justice. 

5. Advancement of women (item 95). 11 

6. Narcotic drugs (item 96). 
7. Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees; questions relating 

to refugees and displaced persons; and humanitarian questions (item 97): 

(a) Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees; 

(b) Questions relating to refugees and displaced persons. 

8. Human rights questions (item 98): 

(a) Implementation of human rights instruments; 13 

(b) Human rights questions, including alternative approaches for improving the 
effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms; 

(c) Human rights situations and reports of special rapporteurs and repre
sentatives. 
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Fourth Committee 

(QUESTIONS RELATING TO NON-SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORJES) 

l. Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted under Article 
73 e of the Charter of the United Nations (item 99). 

2. Activities of foreign economic and other interests which are impeding the imple
mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun
tries and Peoples in Territories under colonial domination and efforts to eliminate 
colonialism, apartheid and racial discrimination in southern Africa (item I 00). 

3. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and the international institu
tions associated with the United Nations (item 10 1). 

4. Report of the Economic and Social Council (chapters I and VII (section C)) (item 
12).14 

5. Offers by Member States of study and training facilities for inhabitants of Non
Self-Governing Territories (item 103). 

6. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples (item 19).5 

7. Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) (item 39).7 

Fifth Committee 

(ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY QUESTIONS) 

I. Financial reports and audited financial statements, and reports of the Board of 
Auditors (item l 04): 
(a) United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 

East; 
(b) United Nations Institute for Training and Research: 
(c) Voluntary funds administered by the United Nations High Commissioner 

for Refugees. 

2. Review of the efficiency of the administrative and financial functioning of the 
United Nations (item 1 05). 

3. Programme budget for the biennium 1990-1991 (item 106). 
4. Proposed programme budget for the biennium 1992-1993 (item I 07). 
5. Programme planning (item I 08). 
6. Current financial crisis of the United Nations (item I 09). 
7. Financial emergency of the United Nations (item ll 0). 
8. Administrative and budgetary coordination of the United Nations with the spe

cialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency (item Ill). 
9. Joint Inspection Unit (item 112)_15 

10. Pattern of conferences (item 113). 
11. Scale of assessments for the apportionment of the expenses of the United Nations 

(item 114). 
12. Personnel questions (item 115): 

(a) Composition of the Secretariat; 
(b) Respect for the privileges and immunities of officials of the United Nations 

and the specialized agencies and related organizations; 
(c) Other personnel questions. 

13. United Nations common system (item 116). 
14. United Nations pension system (item 117). 
15. Financing of the United Nations peace-keeping forces in the Middle East 

(item 118): 

(a) United Nations Disengagement Observer Force; 
(b) United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon. 

16. Financing of the United Nations Iran-Iraq Military Observer Group (item 119). 
17. Financing of the United Nations Angola Verification Mission II (item 120). 
18. Financing ofthe United Nations Transition Assistance Group (item 121). 
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19. Financing of the United Nations Observer Group in Central America (item 122). 
20. Administrative and budgetary aspects of the financing of the United Nations 

peace-keeping operations (item 123). 
21. Financing of the activities arising from Security Council resolution 687 (1991) 

(item 136): 

(a) United Nations Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission; 

(b) Other activities. 

22. Financing of the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara 
(item 138). 

23. Financing of the United Nations Observer Mission in El Salvador (item 139). 
24. Report of the Economic and Social Council (chapters I, IV (section F) and VII 

(sections Band D)) (item 12).16 

25. Appointments to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs (item 18): 17 

(a) Appointment of members of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions; 

(b) Appointment of members of the Committee on Contributions; 
(c) Appointment of a member of the Board of Auditors; 
(d) Confirmation of the appointment of members of the Investments Committee; 

(e) Appointment of members of the United Nations Administrative Tribunal; 

(/) Appointment of members and alternate members of the United Nations Staff 
Pension Committee. 

26. Financing of the United Nations Advance Mission in Cambodia (item 146). 18 

Sixth Committee 

(LEGAL QUESTIONS) 

1. United Nations Programme of A<>sistance in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination 
and Wider Appreciation of International Law (item 124). 

2. Measures to prevent international terrorism which endangers or takes innocent 
human lives or jeopardizes fundamental freedoms and study of the underlying 
causes of those forms of terrorism and acts of violence which lie in misery, frus
tration, grievance and despair and which cause some people to sacrifice human 
lives, including their own, in an attempt to effect radical changes (item I 25): 

(a) Repmt of the Secretary-General; 

(b) Convening, under the auspices of the United Nations, of an international 
conference to define terrorism and to differentiate it from the struggle of 
peoples for national liberation. 

3. Progressive development of the principles and norms of international law relating 
to the new international economic order (item 126). 

4. United Nations Decade of International Law (item 127). 
5. Report of the International Law Commission on the work of its forty-third session 

(item 128). 
6. Report of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law on the work 

of its twenty-fourth session (item 129). 
7. Consideration of the draft articles on the status of the diplomatic courier and the 

diplomatic bag not accompanied by diplomatic courier and of the draft optional 
protocols thereto (item 130). 

8. Report of the Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and on the 
Strengthening of the Role of the Organization (item 131). 

9. Report of the Committee on Relations with the Host Country (item 132). 
10. Additional protocol on consular functions to the Vienna Convention on Consular 

Relations (item 133). 

11. Consideration of the draft articles on most-favoured-nation clauses (item 134). 
12. Development and strengthening of good-neighbourliness between States 

(item 135). 
13. Exploitation of the environment as a weapon in times of armed contlict and the 

taking of practical measures to prevent such exploitation (item 140). 

7 
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NOTES 

1 At its 3rd, 24th, 31st, 39th, 54th and 76th plenary meetings, on 20 September, 7 and ll October, 4 
and 25 November and 17 December 1991, the General Assembly adopted the agenda and the allocation 
of agenda items for its forty-sixth session (see section X.B.l, decision 46/402). Unless otherwise indi
cated, all the items fonned part of the agenda and of the allocation of agenda items recommended by the 
General Committee in its first report {A/46/250, paras. 31-34) and adopted by the Assembly at its 3rd 
plenary meeting. The Assembly decided, on the recommendation of the Committee as set forth in its first 
report {A/46/250, para. 33 (a) (iv)), to defer a decision on the allocation of item 45 (Question of Cyprus) 
to an appropriate time during the session. For the numerical list of agenda items, see annex Ill. 

2For chapter I, see also "Second Committee", item I, "Third Committee", item I, "Fourth Commit
tee", item 4, and "Fifth Committee", item 24; for chapter IV (sect. F), see also "Second Committee", 
"Third Committee" and "Fifth Committee"; and for chapter IX, see also "Second Committee" and "Third 
Committee". 

3At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1991, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee as set forth in its first report (A/46/250, para. 33 (b)), decided that the relevant 
paragraphs of the report of the International Atomic Energy Agency for 1990 (see A/46/353) would be 
drawn to the attention of the First Committee in connection with its consideration of agenda item 60. 

4 For sub-items (a) to (/), see "Fifth Committee", item 25. 
5At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1991, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 

of the General Committee as set forth in its first report {A/46/250, para. 33 (a) (i)), decided to refer to 
the Fourth Committee the chapters of the report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to 
the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples 
(A/46/23) relating to specific Territories so that the Assembly might deal in plenary meeting with the 
question of the implementation of the Declaration as a whole. 

6At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1991, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee as set forth in its first report (A/46/250, para. 33 (a) (ii)), decided to consider 
this item directly in plenary meeting, on the understanding that the representatives of the Organization of 
African Unity and of national liberation movements recognized by that organization would be permitted 
to participate in the discussion in plenary meeting and that organizations and individuals having a special 
interest in the question would be permitted to be heard by the Special Political Committee. 

7At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1991, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee as set forth in its first report (A/461250, para. 33 (a) (iii)), decided to consider 
this item directly in plenary meeting, on the understanding tnat bodies and individuals having an interest 
in the question would be heard in the Fourth Committee in conjunction with the consideration of the item 
in plenary meeting. 

8At its 24th plenary meeting, on 7 October 1991, the General Assembly, on the recommendation of 
the General Committee as set forth in its second report (A/46/250/Add.l, para. 2), decided to include an 
item entitled "Crisis of democracy and human rights in Haiti" in its agenda and to consider it directly in 
plenary meeting. At its 31st plenary meeting, on II October 1991, the General Assembly decided to revise 
the title of the item. 

9At its 76th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1991, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee as set forth in its fourth report (A/46i250/Add.3, para. 2), decided to include 
this item in its agenda and to consider it. directly in plenary meeting. 

1°For chapter I, see also "Plenary meetings", item 12, "Third Committee", item I, "Fourth Commit
tee", item 4, and "Fifth Committee", item 24; for chapter IV (sect. F), see also "Plenary meetings", "Third 
Committee" and "Fifth Committee"; for chapter VII (sect. B), see also "Third Committee" and "Fifth 
Committee"; for chapter VII (sect. C), see also "Fourth Committee"; for chapter VII (sect. G), see also 
"Third Committee"; and for chapter IX, see also "Plenary meetings" and "Third Committee". 

ll At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1991, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee as set forth in its first report (A/46/250, para. 33 (c) (i)), decided that the report 
of the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme on the operations, management and 
budget of the United Nations Development Fund for Women would be referred to the Second Committee 
for consideration under item 82. 

12For chapter I, see also "Plenary meetings", item 12, "Second Committee", item I, "Fourth Com
mittee", item 4, and "Fifth Committee", item 24; for chapter IV (sect. F), see also "Plenary meetings", 
"Second Committee" and "Fifth Committee"; for chapter VII (sect. B), see also "Second Committee" and 
"Fifth Committee"; for chapter VII (sect. G), see also "Second Committee"; and for chapter IX, see also 
"Plenary meetings" and "Second Committee". 

13At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1991, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee as set forth in its first report {A/46/250, para. 33 (c) (ii)), decided that a plenary 
meeting would be held on 16 December 1991 to commemorate the twenty-fifth anniversary of the adoption 
of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocols to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights. 

14 For chapter I, see also "Plenary meetings", item 12, "Second Committee", item I, "Third Commit
tee", item I, and "Fifth Committee", item 24: and for chapter VII (sect. C), see also "Second Committee". 

15At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1991, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee as set forth in its first report (A/46/250, para. 33 (e)), decided to allocate the 
item to the Fifth Committee, on the understanding that the reports of the Joint Inspection Unit dealing 
with subject-matters assigned to other Main Committees would be referred also to those Committees. 

16For chapter I, see also "Plenary meetings", item 12, "Second Committee", item I, "Third Commit
tee", item I, and "Fourth Committee", item 4; for chapter IV (sect. F), see also "Plenary meetings", "S~c
ond Committee" and "Third Committee"; and for chapter VII (sect. B), see also "Second Committee" and 
"Third Committee". 

17 For sub-items (g) to U), see "Plenary meetings", item 18. 



I. AUoutlon of agenda Items 

18At its 39th plenary meeting, on 4 November 1991, the General Assembly, on the recommendation 
of the General Committee as set forth in its third report (A/46/250/Add.2, para. 2), dec1ded to include this 
item in its agenda and to allocate it to the Fifth Committee. 
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46/1. Admission of the Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea and the Republic of Korea to member
ship in the United Nations 

Decides to admit the Federated States of Micronesia to 
membership in the United Nations. 

The General Assembly, 

Having received the recommendation of the Security 
Council of 8 August 1991 that the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea and the Republic of Korea should be 
admitted to membership in the United Nations,2 

Having considered separately the application for mem
bership of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea3 

and the application for membership of the Republic of 
Korea,4 

1. Decides to admit the Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea to membership in the United Nations; 

2. Decides to admit the Republic of Korea to member
ship in the United Nations. 

1st plenary meeting 
17 September 1991 

46/2. Admission of the Federated States of Micronesia 
to membership in the United Nations 

The General Assembly, 

Having received the recommendation of the Security 
Council of 9 August 1991 that the Federated States of 
Micronesia should be admitted to membership in the 
United Nations,5 

Having considered the application for membership of 
the Federated States of Micronesia,6 

1st plenary meeting 
17 September 1991 

46/3. Admission of the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands to membership in the United Nations 

The General Assembly, 

Having received the recommendation of the Security 
Council of9 August 1991 that the Republic ofthe Marshall 
Islands should be admitted to membership in the United 
Nations,7 

Having considered the application for membership of 
the Republic of the Marshall Islands,8 

Decides to admit the Republic of the Marshall Islands to 
membership in the United Nations. 

1st plenary meeting 
17 September 1991 

46/4. Admission of the Republic of Estonia to mem
bership in the United Nations 

The General Assembly, 

Having received the recommendation of the Security 
Council of 12 September 1991 that the Republic of Estonia 
should be admitted to membership in the United Nations,9 

Having considered the application for membership of 
the Republic of Estonia,1° 
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Decides to admit the Republic of Estonia to membership 
in the United Nations. 

1st plenary meeting 
17 September 1991 

46/5. Admission of the Republic of Latvia to member
ship in the United Nations 

The General Assembly, 
Having received the recommendation of the Security 

Council of 12 September 1991 that the Republic of 
Latvia should be admitted to membership in the United 
Nations,9 

Having considered the application for membership of 
the Republic of Latvia, 11 

Decides to admit the Republic of Latvia to membership 
in the United Nations. 

1st plenary meeting 
17 September 1991 

46/6. Admission of the Republic of Lithuania to mem
bership in the United Nations 

The General Assembly, 
Having received the recommendation of the Security 

Council of 12 September 1991 that the Republic of Lithu
ania should be admitted to membership in the United Na
tions,9 

Having considered the application for membership of 
the Republic of Lithuania, 12 

Decides to admit the Republic of Lithuania to member
ship in the United Nations. 

1st plenary meeting 
17 September 1991 

4617. The situation of democracy and human rights in 
Haiti 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the item entitled "The situation of 
democracy and human rights in Haiti", 

Bearing in mind that, on the basis of its resolution 45/2 
of 10 October 1990, the United Nations system, at the 
request of the lawful authorities of that country and in co
operation with the Organization of American States, sup
ported the efforts of the people of Haiti to consolidate their 
democratic institutions and also supported the holding of 
free elections on 16 December 1990, 

Concerned about the critical events occurring in Haiti 
since 29 September 1991, which have brought about a sud
den and violent interruption of the democratic process in 
that country, entailing human rights abuses and the loss of 
human lives, 

Bearing in mind the presentation made by the President 
of Haiti, Mr. Jean-Bertrand Aristide, to the Security Coun
cil on 3 October 1991,13 

Given the importance of support from the international 
community for the development of democracy in Haiti by 

strengthening its institutions and giving high priority to the 
serious social and economic problems that it faces, 

Aware that, in accordance with the Charter of the United 
Nations, the Organization promotes and encourages re
spect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, 
and that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights states 
that "the will of the people shall be the basis of the author
ity of government", 14 

Welcoming resolutions MREIRES.I/91 15 and MRE/ 
RES.2/9l 16 adopted on 3 and 8 October 1991, respectively, 
by the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the member coun
tries of the Organization of American States, 

1. Strongly condemns the attempted illegal replace
ment of the constitutional President of Haiti, the use of vio
lence and military coercion and the violation of human 
rights in that country; 

2. Affirms as unacceptable any entity resulting from 
that illegal situation and demands the immediate restora
tion of the legitimate Government of President Jean
Bertrand Aristide, together with the full application of the 
National Constitution and hence the full observance of 
human rights in Haiti; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, in accordance with his functions, to consider 
providing support sought by the Secretary-General of the 
Organization of American States in implementing the man
dates arising from resolutions MREIRES.l/91 and MRE/ 
RES.2/91 adopted by that organization; 

4. Appeals to the States Members of the United Na
tions to take measures in support of the resolutions of the 
Organization of American States referred to in paragraph 
3 above; 

5. Emphasizes that an increase in technical, economic 
and financial cooperation, when constitutional order is re
stored in Haiti, is necessary to support its economic and 
social development efforts in order to strengthen its demo
cratic institutions; 

6. Reque.sts the Secretary-General to submit a report as 
soon as possible on the implementation of the present reso
lution; 

7. Decides to keep open the consideration of this item 
until a solution to the situation is found. 

31st plenary meeting 
11 October 1991 

46/8. Observer status for the Caribbean Community 
in the General Assembly 

The General Assembly, 

Noting the desire of the Caribbean Community for co
operation between the United Nations and the Caribbean 
Community, 

I. Decides to invite the Caribbean Community to par
ticipate in the sessions and the work of the General Assem
bly in the capacity of observer; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to take the necessary 
action to implement the present resolution. 

32m/ plenary meeting 
16 October 1991 
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46/9. Question of the Comorian island of Mayotte 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 

1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting oflnde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and 2621 
(XXV) of 12 October 1970, containing the progr~e of 
action for the full implementation of the Declaration, 

Recalling also its previous resolutions, in particular 
resolutions 3161 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973,3291 
(XXIX) of 13 December 1974,31/4 of21 October 1976, 
3217 of I November 1977, 34/69 of 6 December 1979, 
35143 of 28 November 1980, 36/105 of I 0 December 
1981,37/65 of3 December 1982,38113 of21 November 
1983,39/48 of 11 December 1984,40/62 of9 December 
1985,41/30 of3 November 1986,42/17 of 11 November 
1987 43/14 of 26 October 1988, 44/9 of 18 October 
1989, and 45/11 of 1 November 1990, in which, inter 
alia, it affirmed the unity and territorial integrity of the 
Comoros, 

Recalling, in particular, its resolution 33 85 (XXX) of 12 
November 1975 on the admission of the Comoros to mem
bership in the United Nations, in which_ it ~ea!firme~ the 
necessity of respecting the unity and temtor~al mtegnty of 
the Com oro Archipelago, composed of the tslands of An
jouan, Grande-Comore, Mayotte and Moheli, 

Recalling fUrther that, in accordance with the agree
ments between the Comoros and France, signed on 15 June 
1973, concerning the accession of the Comoros to inde
pendence, the results of the referendum of 22 Dec~mber 
197 4 were to be considered on a global basis and not Island 
by island, 

Convinced that a just and lasting solution to the question 
of Mayotte is to be found in respect for the sovereignty, 
unity and territorial integrity of the Comoro Archipelago, 

Convinced also that a speedy solution of the problem is 
essential for the preservation of the peace and security 
which prevail in the region, 

Bearing in mind the wish expressed by the President of 
the French Republic to seek actively a just solution to that 
problem, 

Taking note of the repeated wish of the Government of 
the Comoros to initiate as soon as possible a frank and se
rious dialogue with the French Government with a view to 
accelerating the return of the Comorian island of Mayotte 
to the Islamic Federal Republic of the Comoros, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,17 

Bearing in mind also the decisions of the Organization 
of African Unity, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries 
and the Organization of the Islamic Conference on this 
question, 

I. Reaffirms the sovereignty of the Islamic Federal Re
public of the Comoros over the island of Mayotte; 

2. Invites the Government of France to honour the 
commitments entered into prior to the referendum on the 
self-determination of the Comoro Archipelago of 22 De
cember 1974 concerning respect for the unity and territo
rial integrity of the Comoros; 

3. Calls for the translation into practice ofthe wish ex
pressed by the President of the French Republic to seek 
actively a just solution to the question of Mayotte; 

4. Urges the Government of France to accelerate the 
process of negotiations with the Government of the Como-

ros with a view to ensuring the effective and prompt return 
of the island of Mayotte to the Comoros; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations to maintain continuous contact with the Secretary
General of the Organization of African Unity with regard 
to this problem and to make available his good offices m 
the search for a peaceful negotiated solution to the prob
lem; 

6. Also requests the Secretary-General to report on 
this matter to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh 
session; 

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Question of the 
Comorian island of Mayotte". 

32nd plenary meeting 
16 October 1991 

46/10. Return or restitution of cultural property to 
the countries of origin 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 3026 A (XXVII) of 18 Decem

ber 1972, 3148 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973, 3187 
(XXVIII) of 18 December 1973, 3391 (XXX) of 19 No
vember 1975, 31/40 of 30 November 1976, 32/18 of II 
November 1977, 33/50 of 14 December 1978, 34/64 of 29 
November 1979,35/127 and 35/128 of 11 December 1980, 
36/64 of 27 November 1981, 38/34 of 25 November 1983, 
40/19 of2l November 1985,4217 of22 October 1987 and 
44/18 of6 November 1989, 

Recalling also the Convention on the Means of Prohib
iting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer 
of Ownership of Cultural Property18 adopted on 14 Novem
ber 1970 by the General Conference of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 

Taking note with satisfaction of the report of the Secretary
General submitted in cooperation with the Director-General 
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization,19 

Noting with satisfaction that, following its appeal, other 
Member States have become parties to the Convention, 

A ware of the importance attached by the countries of ori
gin to the return of cultural property which is of fundamen
tal spiritual and cultural value to them, so that they may 
constitute collections representative of their cultural heri
tage, 

Reaffirming the importance of inventories as an essential 
tool for the understanding and protection of cultural prop
erty and for the identification of dispersed heritage and as 
a contribution to the advancement of scientific and artistic 
knowledge and intercultural communication, 

Deeply concerned at the clandestine excavations and the 
illicit traffic in cultural property that continue to impover
ish the cultural heritage of all peoples, 

Again supporting the solemn appeal made on 7 June 1978 
by the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization for the return of irre
placeable cultural heritage to those who created it, 

I. Commends the United Nations Educational, Scien
tific and Cultural Organization and the Intergovernmental 
Committee for Promoting the Return of Cultural Property 
to Its Countries of Origin or Its Restitution in Case of Illicit 
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Appropriation on the work they have accomplished, in par
ticular through the promotion of bilateral negotiations, for 
the return or restitution of cultural property, the prepara
tion of inventories of movable cultural property, the reduc
tion of illicit traffic in cultural property and the dissemina
tion of information to the public; 

2. Reaffirms that the restitution to a country of its ob
jets d'art, monuments, museum pieces, archiv_es: manu
scripts, documents and any other cul~ural or ~tstlc ~eas
ures contributes to the strengthenmg of mternat10nal 
cooperation and to the preservation and flowering of uni
versal cultural values through fruitful cooperation between 
developed and developing countries; 

3. Recommends that Member States adopt or 
strengthen the necessary protective legislation with regard 
to their own heritage and that of other peoples; 

4. Requests Member States to study the possi~i.lity of 
including in permits for excavations a clause requmng ar
chaeologists and palaeontologists to provide the national 
authorities with photographic documentation of each ob
ject brought to light during the excavations immediately 
after its discovery; 

5. Invites Member States to continue drawing up, in 
cooperation with the United Nations Educational, Scien
tific and Cultural Organization, systematic inventories of 
cultural property existing in their territory and of their cul
tural property abroad; 

6. Also recommends that Member States should ensure 
that inventories of museum collections include not only the 
items on display but also those in storage, and that they 
comprise all necessary documentation, particularly photo
graphs of each item; 

7. Also invites Member States engaged in seeking 
the recovery of cultural and artistic treasures from the 
seabed, in accordance with international law, to facili
tate by mutually acceptable conditions the participation 
of States having a historical and cultural link with those 
treasures; 

8. Appeals to Member States to cooperate closely with 
the Intergovernmental Committee for Promoting the Re
turn of Cultural Property to Its Countries of Origin or Its 
Restitution in Case of Illicit Appropriation and to conclude 
bilateral agreements for this purpose; 

9. Also appeals to Member States to encourage the 
mass information media and educational and cultural insti
tutions to strive to arouse a greater and more general 
awareness with regard to the return or restitution of cul
tural property to its country of origin; 

I 0. Requests States parties to the Convention on the 
Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Ex
port and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property to 
keep the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the 
Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Sci
entific and Cultural Organization fully informed of the 
measures taken to ensure implementation of the Conven
tion at the national level; 

II. Welcomes the steady increase in the number of 
States parties to the Convention; 

12. Invites once again those Member States that have 
not yet done so to sign and ratify the Convention; 

13. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Na
tions, in cooperation with the Director-General of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or-

ganization, to submit to the General Assembly at its forty
eighth session a report on the implementation of the pres
ent resolution; 

14. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-eighth session the item entitled "Return or restitution 
of cultural property to the countries of origin". 

35th plenary meeting 
22 October 1991 

46/11. Tenth anniversary of the University for Peace 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling that in its resolution 34/ Ill of 14 December 

1979 it approved the idea of establishing a University for 
Peace as a specialized international institute for post
graduate studies, research and the dissemination of know
ledge specifically aimed at training for peace within the 
system of the United Nations University, 

Recalling also that by its resolution 35/55 of 5 Decem
ber 1980 the General Assembly approved the estab
lishment of the University for Peace in conformity with the 
International Agreement for the Establishment of the Uni
versity for Peace and with the Charter of the University,20 

Recalling further its resolution 45/8 of24 October 1990 
on the tenth anniversary of the University, 

Recognizing that since its establishment ten years ago 
the University has suffered from financial limitations 
which have impeded its development of the appropriate 
and necessary activities for carrying out its important task, 

Recognizing also that despite those limitations the Uni
versity has undertaken important activities and developed 
programmes that can be applied to the subject matter and 
disciplines of education and training for peace, 

Noting that the Secretary-General, with the assistance of 
the United Nations Development Programme, has estab
lished a Trust Fund for Peace consisting of voluntary con
tributions in order to provide the University with the means 
necessary to extend its sphere of activity to the rest of the 
world and to take full advantage of its potential capacity 
for education, research and support of the United Nations, 

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the 
Secretary-General submitted pursuant to resolution 45/8;21 

2. Welcomes the establishment by the Secretary-General 
of the Trust Fund for Peace, consisting of voluntary con
tributions for the purpose of assisting the University for 
Peace to develop its activities for the promotion of peace 
and to ensure that it has the increasing and essential re
sources to pursue its future activities; 

3. Invites Member States, non-governmental organiza
tions and intergovernmental bodies as well as interested in
dividuals and organizations to contribute to the Trust Fund; 

4. Also invites Member States to accede to the Interna
tional Agreement for the Establishment of the University 
for Peace, thus demonstrating their support of a global in
stitution for peace studies whose mandate is the promotion 
of world peace; 

5. Decides to include in the agenda of its forty-eighth 
session and biennially thereafter an item entitled "Univer
sity for Peace". 

36th plenary meeting 
24 October 1991 
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46/12. Cooperation between the United Nations and 

the Latin American Economic System 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 45/5 of 16 October 19?0 on c~ 
operation between the United Nations and the Latm Amen
can Economic System, 

Having considered the report of the _Secretary-Gener~l 
on cooperation between the United Natwns and the Latm 
American Economic System,22 

Welcoming the signing on 27 September 1991 of the 
Agreement between the United Nations and the Latin 
American Economic System, in which they agree to 
strengthen and expand their cooperation. in matte~ which 
are of common concern in the field oftheu respective com
petence pursuant to their constitutional instruments, 

Considering that the Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean has developed close ties of co
operation with the Latin ~erican Eco':lomic Syste'!l 
which have improved the satisfactory coordmat10n of their 
activities during the last year, 

Bearing in mind that the Permanent Secretariat of the 
Latin American Economic System has carried out several 
programmes with the support of the Unite~ Nations ~ev~l
opment Programme in areas that are considered of pnonty 
for the economic development of the region, 

Considering also that the Latin American Economic 
System is developing joint activities with the specialized 
agencies and other organizations and programmes of the 
United Nations system, such as the United Nations Con
ference on Trade and Development, the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization, the 
World Meteorological Organization, the World Health Or
ganization, the World Intellectual Property Organizat~on, 
the United Nations Environment Programme, the Umted 
Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations, the Office 
of the United Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator, the 
United Nations Institute for Training and Research and the 
International Telecommunication Union, 

1. Expresses iL~ satisfaction at the signing of the 
Agreement between the United Nations and the Latin 
American Economic System, which is oriented towards the 
broadening of their cooperation in matters of common con
cern, particularly in areas relating to the economic and so
cial development of Latin America; 

2. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the 
Secretary-General; 

3. Urges the Economic Commission for Latin Amenca 
and the Caribbean to continue broadening and deepening 
its coordination and mutual support activities with the 
Latin American Economic System; 

4. Urges the United Nations Development Programme 
to strengthen and broaden its support to the programmes 
that the Permanent Secretariat of the Latin American Eco
nomic System is carrying out, including the adoption of a 
new regional project within the framework of its Fifth Pro
gramming Cycle, aimed at complementin_g the tec~ical as
sistance activities conducted by the Latm Amencan Eco
nomic System; 

5. Urges the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions and programmes of the United Nations system to con-

tinue and intensify their support for and cooperation with 
the activities of the Latin American Economic System; 

6. Requests both the Secretary-General of t~e Unite~ 
Nations and the Permanent Secretary of the Latm Amen
can Economic System to assess, at the appropriate time, 
the implementation of the recently signed Agreement be
tween the United Nations and the Latin American Eco
nomic System, and to report to the General Assembly 
thereon at its forty-seventh session; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session a report on 
the implementation of the present resolution. 

37th plenary meeting 
28 October 1991 

46/13. Cooperation between the United Nations and 
the Organization of the Islamic Conference 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 

on cooperation between the United Nations and the Or
ganization of the Islamic Conference,23 

Taking into account the desire of both organizations 
to cooperate more closely in their common search for 
solutions to global problems. such as questions relating 
to international peace and security, disarmament, self
determination, decolonization, fundamental human rights 
and the establishment of a new international economic order, 

Recalling the Articles of the Charter of the United 
Nations which encourage activities through regional co
operation for the promotion of the purposes and principles 
of the United Nations, 

Noting the strengthening of cooperation between the 
specialized agencies and other organizations of the United 
Nations system and the Organization of the Islamic Con
ference and its specialized institutions. 

Noting with satisfaction the first sectoral meeting held 
between the United Nations system and the Organi7..ation 
of the Islamic Conference and its specialized institutions 
on Human Resources Development: Basic Education and 
Training, held at Rabat from 24 to 26 April 1991,24 

Noting also the encouraging progress made in the seven 
priority areas of cooperation as well as in the identification 
of other areas of cooperation, 

Convinced that the strengthening of cooperation be
tween the United Nations and other organizations of the 
United Nations system and the Organization of the Islamic 
Conference contributes to the promotion of the purposes 
and principles of the United Nations, 

Noting with appreciation the determination of both or
ganizations to strengthen further the existing cooperation 
by developing specific proposals in the designated priority 
areas of cooperation, 

Recognizing the ongoing need for closer cooperation be
tween the specialized agencies and other organizations of 
the United Nations system and the Organization of the Is
lamic Conference and its specialized institutions in the im
plementation of the proposals adopted at the coordination 
meeting of the focal points of the lead agencies of the two 
organizations. 

Recalling its resolutions 37/4 of 22 October 1982, 38/4 
of 28 October 1983, 3917 of 8 November 1984, 40/4 of 
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25 October 1985, 41/3 of 16 October 1986, 42/4 of 15 Oc
tober 1987, 43/2 of 17 October 1988, 44/8 of 18 October 
1989 and 45/9 of 25 October 1990, 

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the 
Secretary-General;23 

2. Takes note of the conclusions and recommendations 
of the sectoral meeting on Human Resources Develop
ment: Basic Education and Training;24 

3. Notes with satisfaction the active participation of the 
Organization of the Islamic Conference in the work of the 
United Nations towards the realization of the purposes and 
principles of the Charter of the United Nations; 

4. Requests the United Nations and the Organization 
of the Islamic Conference to continue cooperation in their 
common search for solutions to global problems, such as 
questions relating to international peace and security, dis
armament, self-determination, decolonization, fundamen
tal human rights and the establishment of a new interna
tional economic order; 

5. Encourages the specialized agencies and other or
ganizations of the United Nations system to continue to ex
pand their cooperation with the Organization of the Islamic 
Conference, particularly by negotiating cooperation agree
ments, and invites them to multiply the contacts and meet
ings of the focal points for cooperation in priority areas of 
interest to the United Nations and the Organization of the 
Islamic Conference; 

6. Recommends that a general meeting between repre
sentatives of the secretariats of the United Nations system 
and the Organization of the Islamic Conference and its spe
cialized institutions be organized in 1992 at a date and 
place to be determined through consultations with the con
cerned organizations; 

7. Urges the organizations of the United Nations sys
tem, especially the lead agencies, to provide increased 
technical and other forms of assistance to the Organization 
of the Islamic Conference and its specialized institutions 
in order to enhance cooperation; 

8. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General 
for his continued efforts to strengthen cooperation and co
ordination between the United Nations and other organiza
tions of the United Nations system and the Organization of 
the Islamic Conference to serve the mutual interests of the 
two organizations in the political, economic, social and 
cultural fields; 

9. Requests the United Nations and the Organization 
of the Islamic Conference to hold consultations on a regu
lar basis between representatives of t.lte Secretariat of the 
United Nations and the General Secretariat of the Organi
zation of the Islamic Conference focusing on the imple
mentation of programmes, projects and follow-up action; 

10. Requests the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations. in cooperation with the Secretary-General of the 
Organization of the Islamic Conference, to continue en
couraging the convening of sectoral meetings in the prior
ity areas of cooperation, namely areas of environment, dis
aster relief and science and technology, as recommended 
by the 1989 and 1 990 meetings of the focal points of the 
two organizations, including follow-up to the sectoral 
meeting on human resources development, held at Rabat 
in April 1991; 

II. Expresses its appreciation for the efforts of the 
Secretary-General in the promotion of cooperation be-

tween the United Nations and the Organization of the 
Islamic Conference, and expresses the hope that he will 
continue to strengthen the mechanisms of coordination be
tween the two organizations; 

12. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the state 
of cooperation between the United Nations and the Organi
zation of the Islamic Conference; 

13. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Cooperation 
between the United Nations and the Organization of the 
Islamic Conference". 

37th plenary meeting 
28 October 1991 

46/14. Programmes and activities to promote peace in 
the world 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 44/11 of 24 October 1989, on 

the achievements of the International Year of Peace, 
Recognizing that the International Year of Peace has 

generated a number of important activities and pro
grammes to promote peace in the world, 

Recognizing also that resolution 44/11 stimulated the in
terest of Member States, non-govemmental organizations 
and academic, scientific and educational institutions at all 
levels, as well as of individuals, in developing activities to 
promote, disseminate information on and assist the United 
Nations in the implementation of programmes for the 
achievement of one of its primary objectives, namely, 
peace in the world, 

Bearing in mind that peace is not merely the absence of 
war and that interdependence and cooperation to foster hu
man rights, social and economic development, disarma
ment, protection of the environment and ecosystems and 
the improvement of the quality of life for all are indispen
sable elements for the establishment of peaceful societies, 

Obsen,ing that during the past two years unprecedented 
peaceful and positive transformations have taken place in 
many countries, 

I. Takes note with appreciation of the report submitted 
by the Secretary-General in accordance with resolution 
44/11 ; 2 ~ 

2. Expresses its satisfaction at the many activities and 
programmes inspired by the guidelines prepared by the 
Secretary-General26 and by his designation of organiza
tions and cities as "Peace Messengers", which have con
tributed positively to promoting peace through their sus
tained cooperation with the United Nations; 

3. Welcomes the important role played by the Peace 
Studies Unit of the Department of Political and Security 
Council Affairs of the Secretariat in promoting peace, en
couraging activities and exchanges of information on 
peace-related subjects among the non-governmental or
ganizations, academic and scientific institutions and cities 
around the world, and stimulating action to strengthen the 
United Nations as an instrument for peace; 

4. Welcomes the important and peaceful changes that 
have taken place in many countries of the world in order 
to bring about political and social changes towards more 
democratic systems of government; 
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5. Invites Member States, non-governmental organiza
tions and academic, scientific and educational institutions 
at all levels, as well as individuals, to continue their efforts 
to assist the United Nations in promoting peace in the 
world; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to invite Member 
States and organizations concerned to report to him on 
their activities and initiatives in pursuit of those ends and 
to submit to the General Assembly, at its forty-eighth ses
sion, a report under the item entitled "Programmes and ac
tivities to promote peace in the world". 

38th plenary meeting 
31 October 1991 

46/15. Contribution of the Institute of East-West Dy
namics to programmes and activities to pro
mote peace in the world 

The General Assembly, 

Recognizing the peaceful transition to more democratic 
systems currently under way in many countries, 

Having considered that facilitating the efforts of socie
ties in such a transition should remain within the purview 
of the United Nations system, 

Bearing in mind that economic and social development 
and international cooperation are essential to the mainte
nance of world peace and stability, 

Endorsing therefore the need to strengthen political, so
cial and economic links among all countries and regions of 
the world by promoting greater contact, exchanges and 
sharing of experience and expertise, 

Recognizing the opportunities for broader theoretical 
and practical exchanges among various research and devel
opment institutions throughout the world, 

1. Welcomes the establishment, at the initiative of the 
Conference on Resolving the Problems, Defining the Op
portunities: A Project for Peace, hosted by the United 
Nations at its Headquarters in January 1989, of the Institute 
of East-West Dynamics, working in close cooperation with 
the United Nations, and created to assist societies in tran
sition in developing their democratic institutions and mar
ket mechanisms through transfer of professional and tech
nical expertise; 

2. Recommends to the Institute, in its further activities, 
to take into account the need to examine the issues relating 
to, and problems arising from, the transition, so as to ease 
the readjustment burden and thus avert or alleviate result
ing tensions which may undermine international stability 
and peace; 

3. Expresses the hope that the Institute and its activi
ties and programmes will receive the widest possible 
support through voluntary contributions made by Gov
ernments, intergovernmental and non-governmental organi
zations, foundations, concerned individuals and the private 
sector; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to take appropriate 
measures in order to provide for cooperation between the 
Institute and the competent United Nations bodies. 

38th plenary meeting 
31 October 1991 

46/16. Report of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency 

The General Assembly, 
Having received the report of the International Atomic 

Energy Agency to the General Assembly for the year 
1990,27 

Taking note of the statement of the Director General of 
the International Atomic Energy Agency of 21 October 
1991 ,28 which provides additional information on the main 
developments in the activities of the Agency during 1991, 

Recognizing the importance of the work of the Agency 
to promote further the application of atomic energy for 
peaceful purposes, as envisaged in its statute, 

Also recognizing the special needs of the developing 
countries for technical assistance by the Agency in order 
to benefit effectively from the application of nuclear tech
nology for peaceful purposes as well as from the contribu
tion of nuclear energy to their economic development, 

Conscious of the importance of the work of the Agency 
in the implementation of safeguards provisions of the 
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons29 and 
other international treaties, conventions and agreements 
designed to achieve similar objectives, as well as in ensur
ing, as far as it is able, that the assistance provided by the 
Agency or at its request or under its supervision or control 
is not used in such a way as to further any military purpose, 
as stated in article II of its statute, 

Further recognizing the importance of the work of the 
Agency on nuclear power, applications of nuclear methods 
and techniques, nuclear safety, radiological protection and 
radioactive waste management, including its work directed 
towards assisting developing countries in planning for the 
introduction of nuclear power in accordance with their 
needs, 

Again stressing the need for the highest standards of 
safety in the design and operation of nuclear plants so as 
to minimize risks to life, health and the environment, 

Bearing in mind resolutions GC(XXXV)/RES/551 on 
revision of the Basic Safety Standards for Radiation Pro
tection, GC(XXXV)/RES/552 on education and training 
in radiation protection and nuclear safety, GC(XXXV)/ 
RES/553 on measures to strengthen international coopera
tion in matters relating to nuclear safety and radiological 
protection, GC(XXXV)/RES/554 on the contribution of 
the Agency to sustainable development, GC(XXXV)/RES/ 
555 on the Convention on the Physical Protection of 
Nuclear Material, GC(XXXV)/RES/559 on strengthening 
of the safeguards system, GC(XXXV)/RES/563 entitled 
"Plan for producing potable water economically", 
GC(XXXV)/RES/567 on the nuclear capabilities of South 
Africa, GC(XXXV)/RES/568 on the non-compliance by 
Iraq with its safeguards obligations, GC(XXXV)/RES/569 
on strengthening of the main activities of the Agency, 
GC(XXXV)/RES/570 on Israeli nuclear capabilities and 
threat, and GC(XXXV)/RES/571 on the application of 
safeguards of the Agency in the Middle East, adopted on 
20 September 1991 by the General Conference of the 
Agency at its thirty-fifth regular session, 

I. Takes note of the report of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency;27 

2. Aj]irms its confidence in the role of the Agency in 
the application of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes; 
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3. Urges all States to strive for effective and harmoni
ous international cooperation in carrying out the work of 
the Agency, pursuant to its statute; in promoting the use of 
nuclear energy and the application of the necessary meas
ures to strengthen further the safety of nuclear installations 
and to minimize risks to life, health and the environment; 
in strengthening technical assistance and cooperation for 
developing countries; and in ensuring the effectiveness and 
efficiency of the safeguards system of the Agency; 

4. Notes with appreciation the statements and actions 
of the Agency concerning the non-compliance by Iraq ~th its 
non-proliferation obligations and commends the D1rector 
General and his staff for their diligent and effective efforts 
in the implementation of Security Council resolutions 687 
(1991) of3 Aprill991 and 707 (1991) of 15 August 1991; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the 
Director General of the Agency the records of the forty
sixth session of the General Assembly relating to the ac
tivities of the Agency. 

45th plenary meeting 
13 November 1991 

46/18. The situation in Cambodia 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the item entitled "The situation in 

Cambodia", 
Recalling its resolution 45/3 of 15 October 1990 and 

Security Council resolutions 668 (1990) of 20 September 
1990, 717 (1991) of 16 October 1991 and 718 (1991) of 
3 1 October 1991 , 

Recalling also the support and assistance of the inter
national community, the participants in the Paris Confer
ence on Cambodia and all interested States and parties, es
pecially the humanitarian aid rendered to the Cambodian 
people since 1978, 

Welcoming the agreements on a comprehensive political 
settlement of the Cambodia conflict, signed at the Paris 
Conference on Cambodia on 23 October 1991,30 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,31 

Noting with appreciation the continuing efforts of the 
Secretary-General and his staff towards the implementa-
tion of the agreements on a comprehensive political settle
ment of the Cambodia conflict, 

1. Expresses its full support for the agreements on a 
comprehensive political settlement of the Cambodia con
flict, hereinafter referred to as the "Paris Agreements", 
which, inter alia, would maintain, preserve and guarantee 
the sovereignty, independence, territorial integrity and in
violability, neutrality and national unity of Cambodia; 

2. Supports the efforts of the Secretary-General to set 
up an effective United Nations Transitional Authority in 
Cambodia as soon as possible, with the aim of restoring 
peace and stability in Cambodia and to implement the Paris 
Agreement'>; 

3. Welcomes the fact that commitment to self
determination for the Cambodian people through free and 
fair elections organized and conducted by the United Nations 
and full respect for human rights have been incorporated 
in the provisions of the settlement; 

4. Calls upon all parties concerned to ensure respect 

for and full observance of the human rights and fundamen
tal freedoms of the Cambodian people and to assist them 
to exercise their right to self-determination through free 
and fair elections, as provided for in the Paris Agreements; 

5. Also calls upon all parties concerned to comply fully 
with the cease-fire that entered into force at the time of the 
signature of the Paris Agreements; 

6. Urges all parties concerned to implement ~lly t_he 
terms of the Paris Agreements, in close cooperatton wtth 
the United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia; 

7. Expresses its deep appreciation to the international 
community, the Co-Presidents of the Paris Conference on 
Cambodia, the permanent members of the Security Coun
cil, States in the region, other States and the Cambodian 
parties themselves, in particular His Royal Highness Sarn
dech Norodom Sihanouk, for their invaluable contributions 
over the past decade to restore and maintain peace and 
unity in Cambodia and to promote national reconciliation; 

8. Expresses its deep appreciation also to donor coun
tries, the United Nations agencies and other national and 
international humanitarian organizations that have ren
dered assistance to the Cambodian people and urges them 
to continue their support for the process of repatriation of 
the Cambodian refugees and displaced persons under the 
leadership and coordination of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, and for the rehabilitation and 
reconstruction of Cambodia; 

9. Reiterates its deep appreciation to the Secretary
General and his staff for their continuing efforts in helping 
to implement the Paris Agreements; 

I 0. Reiterates also its deep appreciation to the 
Secretary-General for his efforts in coordinating humani
tarian relief assistance and in monitoring its distribution, 
and requests him to continue such efforts as necessary. 

50th plenary meeting 
20 November 199/ 

46/19. Zone of peace and cooperation of the South 
Atlantic 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 41/11 of 27 October 1986, m 

which it solemnly declared the Atlantic Ocean, in there
gion situated between Africa and South America, the 
"Zone of peace and cooperation of the South Atlantic", 

Recalling also its subsequent resolutions on the matter, 
including resolution 45/36 of27 November 1990, in which 
it reaffirmed the determination of the States of the zone to 
accelerate their cooperation in political, economic, scien
tific, technical, cultural and other spheres, 

Reaffirming that the questions of peace and security and 
those of development are interrelated and inseparable, and 
considering that cooperation among all States, in particular 
those of the region, for peace and development is essential 
to promote the objectives of the zone of peace and coop
eration of the South Atlantic, 

Aware of the importance that the States of the zone at
tach to the preservation of the region's environment and 
recognizing the threat that pollution from any source poses 
to the marine and coastal environment, its ecological bal
ance and its resources, 

Noting the global concern expressed on the use of fish-
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ing methods and practices that can have an adverse impact 
on the conservation and management ofliving resources of 
the marine environment, 

Noting with satisfaction the various initiatives of the 
States of the zone to contribute to the achievement of the 
objectives of the zone, 

1. Takes note of the report submitted by the Secretary
General in accordance with resolution 45/36;32 

2. Calls upon all States to cooperate in the promotion 
of the objectives established in the declaration of the zone 
of peace and cooperation of the South Atlantic and to re
frain from any action inconsistent with those objectives, as 
well as with the Charter of the United Nations and relevant 
resolutions of the Organization, particularly actions which 
may create or aggravate situations of tension and potential 
conflict in the region; 

3. Welcomes the resolution adopted by the General 
Conference of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean at its twelfth 
regular session, on cooperation between the Latin Ameri
can nuclear-weapon-free zone and the zone of peace and 
cooperation of the South Atlantic, in which it called upon 
the States parties and signatories to the Treaty for the Pro
hibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Car
ibbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco)33 and its additional proto
cols33 to submit suggestions on formulas for the creation 
of cooperative mechanisms between the two zones; 

4. Aj]irms the importance of the South Atlantic to 
global maritime and commercial transactions and its deter
mination to preserve the region for all activities protected 
by relevant international law, including the freedom of 
navigation in the high seas; 

5. Welcomes the actions of the States of the zone to
wards fulfilling the objectives of the fmal document of the 
second meeting of States of the zone of peace and coop
eration of the South Atlantic, held at Abuja, Nigeria, from 
25 to 29 .Tw1e 1990;34 

6. Notes that, in a joint communique issued at Wind
hoek on 13 September 1991, the Presidents of Namibia and 
Brazil proposed the holding in 1992, after due consulta
tions among all the countries of the zone, of a meeting at 
Windhoek of Ministers of Trade and Industry of the coun
tries of the zone, and of a meeting at Brasilia of high offi
cials in the area of youth and sports, with a view to enhanc
ing cooperation and development among the States of the 
zone; 

7. Expresses its appreciation for the success so far 
achieved by Namibia in the consolidation of its inde
pendence and calls upon the international community to 
render necessary assistance to Namibia in the areas of its 
defined needs in order to strengthen further its inde
pendence and sovereignty; 

8. Notes with interest the hope expressed by the coun
tries of the zone to welcome in the near future a non-racial 
democratic South Africa into the community of South 
Atlantic States; 

9. Welcomes the peace agreements in Angola and 
Liberia and calls upon the international community to 
encourage and support these developments; 

1 0. Urges all States to abstain from transferring into 
and disposing within the region hazardous, toxic and 
nuclear wastes and notes the determination of the States of 
the zone to establish a mechanism aimed at monitoring, 

--------------------
collating and disseminating information and data on the 
movement of hazardous, toxic and nuclear wastes within 
the region; 

11. Emphasizes the imperative need to conserve the 
environment and the marine resources of the region and 
urges all States to take necessary measures in order to pro
tect the environment and conserve the marine resources; 

12. Also urges all States not to engage in the use of 
fishing methods and practices that can have an adverse im
pact on the conservation and management of marine living 
resources in the zone; 

13. Stresses the historical importance of the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Development, to 
be held at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in June 1992, as an op
portunity to advance further the objectives of the zone by 
addressing the issue of environment and development in 
all its ramifications, in accordance with General Assembly 
resolution 44/228 of 22 December 1989; 

14. Expresses its appreciation for the assistance that 
the Office of Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the 
Secretariat and the United Nations Development Pro
gramme have extended towards the convening by the 
States of the zone of seminars of a group of experts at Braz
zaville from 12 to 15 June 1990 and at Montevideo from 
3 to 6 April 1991, which were devoted to a review of the 
development and implementation of the legal regime es
tablished by the United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea,35 and requests the Oftice and the Programme to 
continue to provide assistance for the implementation of 
follow-up measures agreed upon at Montevideo; 

15. Expresses support for the determination of the 
States of the zone that technical cooperation among devel
oping countries be recognized as activities that can be fi
nanced by the United Nations Development Programme, 
and requests the United Nations as well as other relevant 
international bodies to assist the States of the zone in the 
realization of their needs in this regard, at their request; 

16. Reajfinns the aspirations of the States of the zone 
to make it an active instrument for fostering human rights, 
fundan1ental freedoms, racial equality, justice and liberty 
as integral elements of peace, development and coopera
tion at national and regional levels; 

17. Requests the Secretary-General to keep the imple
mentation of resolution 41/ II under review and to submit 
a report to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh ses
sion, taking into account, inter alia, the views expressed 
by Member States; 

18. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Zone of peace and 
cooperation of the South Atlantic". 

53rd plenary meeting 
25 November 1991 

46/20. Cooperation between the United Nations and 
the Organization of African Unity 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 
on cooperation between the United Nations and the 
Organization of African Unity, 36 

Recalling its previous resolutions on the enhancement of 
cooperation between the United Nations and the Organiza-
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tion of African Unity, in particular resolutions 43/12 of25 
October 1988,43/27 of 18 November 1988,44117 of I No
vember 1989 and 45/13 of 7 November 1990, 

Recalling also the agreement of 15 November 1965 on 
cooperation between the United Nations and the Organiza
tion of African Unity as updated and signed on 9 October 
1990 by the Secretaries-General of the two organizations, 

Taking note of the relevant resolutions, decisions and 
declarations adopted by the Council of Ministers of the 
Organization of African Unity at its fifty-fourth ordinary 
session, held at Abuja, Nigeria, from 27 May to I June 
1991,37 and by the Assembly of Heads of State and ~ov
ernment of that organization at its twenty-seventh ordmary 
session held at Ahuja from 3 to 5 June 1991,38 in particular 
its resolution AHG/Res. 205 (XXVII) on the African Eco
nomic Community, 

Considering the important statement made by the cur
rent Chairman of the Assembly of Heads of State and Gov
ernment of the Organization of African Unity before the 
General Assembly on 4 October 1991,'9 

Mindful of the need for continued and closer cooperation 
between the United Nations and the specialized agencies 
and the Organization of African Unity, in particular in the 
political, economic, social, technical, cultural and admin
istrative fields, 

Also mindful of the current political development in 
South Africa and conscious of the need to provide in
creased assistance to the people of South Africa and to 
their national liberation movements in their legitimate 
struggle to eradicate the policies of apartheid, and to the 
independent States of southern Africa that are victims of 
such policies, 

Deeply concerned that the critical economic s~tuat_ion 
persists in Africa despite the policies of reform bemg Im
plemented by African countries, 

Concerned that some constraints, such as the collapse of 
prices of primary commodities, severe debt-servicing bur
dens and limited availability of finance, continue to pose 
critical obstacles to African economic recovery and devel
opment, 

Considering that the implementation of the United 
Nations Programme of Action for African Economic 
Recovery and Development 1986-199040 did not live up to 
expectations, 

Aware of the efforts under way by the Organization of 
African Unity and its member States in the area of eco
nomic integration and, in particular, the adoption by the 
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the 
Organization of African Unity on 3 June 1991 at Ahuja of 
the Treaty establishing the African Economic Community, 

Recalling fUrther that in its resolution 45/13 it, inter 
alia, called for increased support from the United Nations 
and its relevant agencies for the establishment of an Afri
can economic community, 

Deeply concerned about the gravity of the situation of 
the refugees and displaced persons in Africa and the urgent 
need for increased international assistance to help African 
countries of asylum, 

I. TakP__s note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
cooperation between the United Nations and the Organiza
tion of African Unity and of his efforts to strengthen this 
cooperation and to implement the relevant resolutions; 

2. Notes with apprl'ciation the increasing and contin-

·-------
ued participation of the Organization of African Unity in 
the work of the United Nations and the specialized agen
cies and its constructive contribution to that work; 

3. Notes also with appreciation the efforts undertaken 
by the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the 
Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity 
to reactivate the consultative mechanism between the two 
organizations; 

4. Commends the continued efforts of the Organization 
of African Unity to promote multilateral cooperation and 
economic integration among African States and requests 
the United Nations system to continue to lend its support 
to these efforts; 

5. Calls upon the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations to continue to ensure closer cooperation with the 
Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity on 
the issue of decolonization; 

6. Reiterates the determination of the United Nations, 
in cooperation with the Organization of African Unity, to 
continue its efforts for the early eradication of racial dis
crimination and apartheid in South Africa and to provide 
adequate assistance to that end; 

7. Urges the international community to contribute 
generously to the Assistance Fund for the Struggle against 
Colonialism and Apartheid, established by the Organi
zation of African Unity, and to the Action for Resisting 
Invasion, Colonialism and Apartheid Fund, established by 
the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries;41 

8. Calls upon the United Nations organs-in particular 
the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council, the 
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and the 
Special Committee against Apartheid-to continue to in
volve closely the Organization of African Unity in all their 
activities concerning Africa; 

9. Urges all Member States and regional and interna
tional organizations, in particular those of the United 
Nations system, as well as non-governmental organi
zations to provide economic and technical assistance to 
African countries of asylum to enable them to withstand 
the heavy burden imposed on their limited resources and 
weak infrastructure by the presence in their countries of 
large numbers of refugees; 

I 0. Urges the United Nations to provide such technical 
assistance as may be appropriate to the Organization of 
African Unity should the latter decide to launch a peace
keeping operation; 

II. Reaffirms that the implementation of the United 
Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 
1990s42 will necessitate the full participation of the inter
national community, in particular of the Governments. 
organizations and programmes of the United Nations sys
tem, as well as intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations, and emphasizes the importance and the need 
to ensure follow-up to and monitoring and implementation 
of the New Agenda in accordance with General Assembly 
decisions; 

12. Calls upon the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations to work in close coordination and cooperation 
with the Secretary-General of the Organization of African 
Unity, in particular on follow-up to and review and evalu
ation of the implementation of the New Agenda: 
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13. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
to invite the representative of the Secretary-General of the 
Organization of African Unity to participate in the meet
ings of all the United Nations bodies/committees and its 
working groups on follow-up to and monitoring and as
sessment of the implementation of the New Agenda; 

14. Urges the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
and the relevant agencies of the United Nations system to 
extend their support and cooperation to the member States 
and the Secretary-General of the Organization of African 
Unity for the effective organizational arrangement and 
smooth functioning of the African Economic Community; 

15. Also urges all Member States and regional and 
international organizations, as well as non-governmental 
organizations, to provide support as appropriate to the 
establishment of the African Economic Community, and to 
assist in economic integration and cooperation in Africa, 
in particular by providing financial and technical assist
ance to African regional and subregional organizations 
such as the Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and South
em African States, the Southern African Development Co
ordination Conference, the Economic Community of Cen
tral African States, the Economic Community of West 
African States and the Arab Maghreb Union, as well as 
those for drought and desertification such as the Permanent 
Inter-State Committee on Drought Control in the Sahel and 
the Intergovernmental Authority for Drought and Develop
ment; 

16. Reiterates its appreciation to the Secretary
General for his continued efforts to mobilize international 
support for special programmes of economic assistance to 
African States facing grave economic difficulties, as well 
as to the front-line States and other independent States of 
southern Africa to help them to cope with the effects of the 
acts of aggression and destabilization committed by the 
apartheid regime of South Africa; 

17. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to keep 
the Organization of African Unity informed periodically of 
measures taken by the United Nations system and by the 
international community in support of the implementation 
of special programmes of economic assistance in Africa; 

18. Endorses the agreement reached between the 
organizations of the United Nations system and the 
Organization of African Unity for the convening of a meet
ing between the secretariats of those organizations, to be 
held in 1992, in order to review and evaluate the final pro
gress achieved in the implementation of the proposals and 
recommendations agreed upon in April 1990 and 1991 on 
cooperation between the Organization of African Unity 
and the United Nations system for 1990-1991 and to adopt 
new and effective joint action; 

19. Requests the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations to support the efforts of the Secretary-General of 
the Organization of African Unity, with a view to holding 
sectoral meetings in the priority areas of cooperation, par
ticularly the establishment of the African Economic Com
munity and the strengthening of the African regional and 
subregional organizations; 

20. Requests the United Nations and the Organization 
of African Unity to ensure that the representatives of their 
secretariats continue to hold regular consultations, as and 
when appropriate, on the implementation of the present 
resolution; 

21. Calls upon the relevant organs of the United 

Nations system to continue to ensure the fair and equitable 
representation of Africa at senior and policy levels at their 
respective headquarters and in their regional and field 
operations; 

22. Also requests the Secretary-General to ensure that 
the United Nations information network continues to dis
seminate information so as to increase public awareness of 
the situation prevailing in southern Africa, as well as of the 
social and economic problems and needs of African States 
and of their regional and subregional institutions; 

23. Further requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution and on the development 
of cooperation between the Organization of African Unity 
and the organizations within the United Nations system. 

55th plenary meeting 
26 November 1991 

46121. Appointment of the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations 

The General Assembly, 
Acting in accordance with the recommendation con

tained in Security Council resolution 720 ( 1991) of 21 No
vember 1991,43 

Appoints Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali Secretary-General 
of the United Nations for a term of office beginning on 
1 January 1992 and ending on 31 December 1996. 

59th plenary meeting 
3 December 199/ 

46/23. The situation in Afghanistan and its implica
tions for international peace and security 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the item entitled "The situation in 

Afghanistan and its implications for international peace 
and security", 

Recalling its resolutions 43/20 of 3 November 1988, 
44/15 of 1 November 1989 and 45/12 of7 November 1990, 

Reaffirming the purposes and principles of the Charter 
of the United Nations and the obligation of all States to 
refrain in their international relations from the threat or use 
of force against the sovereignty, territorial integrity and po
litical independence of any State, 

Reaffirming also the inalienable right of all peoples to 
determine their own form of government and to choose 
their own economic, political and social system free from 
outside intervention, subversion, coercion or constraint of 
any kind whatsoever, 

Gravely concerned about the situation in Afghanistan, 
which resulted from the violation of principles of the Char
ter and of the recognized norms of inter-State conduct, 

Recalling the conclusion at Geneva, on 14 April 1988, 
of the Agreements on the Settlement of the Situation 
Relating to Afghanistan,44 and the completion of the with
drawal of foreign troops in accordance with those Agree
ments, 

Aware of the continuing concern of the international 
community about the sufferings of the Afghan people and 
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the magnitude of the social and economic problems posed 
to Pakistan and Iran by the presence on their soil of mil
lions of Afghan refugees, 

Deeply conscious of the urgent need for a compre
hensive political solution of the situation in respect of 
Afghanistan, 

Conscious that a successful final political settlement of 
the Afghanistan problem would have a favourable impact 
on the international situation and provide an impetus for 
the resolution of other acute regional conflicts, 

Expressing its appreciation to the Secretary-General and 
his Personal Representative for their efforts to bring about 
peace and security, 

Supporting the statement of the Secretary-General on 
Afghanistan of21 May 1991,45 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General46 and 
the status of the process of political settlement, 

1 . Emphasizes the importance of the Agreements on 
the Settlement of the Situation Relating to Afghanistan, 
hereinafter referred to as the "Geneva Agreements", con
cluded at Geneva on 14 April 1988 under United Nations 
auspices, which constitute an important step towards a 
comprehensive political solution of the Afghanistan prob
lem; 

2. Expresses its deep appreciation to the Secretary
General and his Personal Representative for their constant 
efforts to achieve a political solution of the Afghanistan 
problem; 

3. Calls for scrupulous respect for and faithful imple
mentation of the Geneva Agreements by all parties con
cerned who should fully abide by their letter and spirit; 

4. Calls upon all parties concerned to promote actively 
the search for ways towards a political solution, acceptable 
to the Afghan people, on the basis of principles contained 
in the statement of the Secretary-General on Afghanistan;45 

5. Reiterates that the preservation of the sovereignty, 
territorial integrity, political independence and non-aligned 
and Islamic character of Afghanistan is essential for a 
peaceful solution of the Afghanistan problem; 

6. Reaffirms the right of the Afghan people to deter
mine their own form of government and to choose their 
economic, political and social system free from outside in
tervention, subversion, coercion or constraint of any kind 
whatsoever; 

7. Calls upon all parties concerned to work urgently 
for the achievement of a comprehensive political solution, 
the cessation of hostilities and the creation of the necessary 
conditions of peace and normalcy that would enable the 
Afghan refugees to return voluntarily to their homeland in 
safety and honour; 

8. Emphasizes the need for an early start of the intra
Afghan dialogue for the establishment, through democratic 
procedures acceptable to the Afghan people, including free 
and fair elections, of a broad-based government to ensure 
the broadest support and immediate participation of all seg
ments of the Afghan people; 

9. Also calls upon all parties concerned to exert every 
effort to promote a political settlement acceptable to the 
Afghan people in order to bring to an end the protracted 
conflict that has prevailed in Afghanistan for the past sev
eral years; 

10. Requests the Secretary-General and his Personal 

Representative to continue to encourage and facilitate the 
early realization of a comprehensive political settlement 
in Afghanistan in accordance with the provisions of the 
Geneva Agreements and of the present resolution; 

1 1. Expresses its appreciation for the efforts of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees aimed at 
providing humanitarian assistance to the Afghan refugees 
and facilitating their voluntary return, and appeals to the 
parties concerned to take all necessary measures to ease 
their lot; 

12. Renews its appeal to all States and national and in
ternational organizations to continue to extend humanita
rian relief assistance with a view to alleviating the hardship 
of the Afghan refugees, in coordination with the High 
Commissioner; 

13. Expresses its appreciation for the efforts of the Co
ordinator for Humanitarian and Economic Assistance Pro
grammes Relating to Afghanistan and calls upon all States 
to provide to the Coordinator adequate financial and mate
rial resources for the purposes of achieving the speedy re
patriation and rehabilitation of the Afghan refugees, as 
well as for the economic and social reconstruction of the 
country; 

14. Requests the Secretary-General to keep Member 
States and the Security Council informed of progress to
wards the implementation of the present resolution and to 
submit to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session 
a report on the situation in Afghanistan and on progress 
achieved in the implementation of the Geneva Agreements 
and the political settlement relating to Afghanistan; 

15. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "The situation in 
Afghanistan and its implications for international peace 
and security". 

64th plenary meeting 
5 December 1991 

46/24. Cooperation between the United Nations und 
the League of Arab States 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its previous resolutions on the promotion of 

cooperation between the United Nations and the League of 
Arab States, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 
on cooperation between the United Nations and the League 
of Arab States,47 

Recalling the decision of the Council of the League of 
Arab States that it considers the League as a regional 
organization within the meaning of Chapter VIJI of the 
Charter of the United Nations, 

Noting with appreciation the desire of the League of 
Arab States to consolidate and develop the existing ties 
with the United Nations in all areas relating to the mainte
nance of international peace and security, and to cooperate 
in every possible way with the United Nations in the im
plementation of United Nations resolutions relating to 
Lebanon and to the question of Palestine and the situation 
in the Middle East, 

Aware of the vital importance for the countries members 
of the League •: 1 Arab States of achieving a just, com pre-



14 Genenl Assembly-Forty-slxtb Sessloo 

hensive and durable solution to the Middle East conflict 
and the question of Palestine, the core of the conflict, 

Realizing that the strengthening of international peace 
and security is directly related, inter alia, to economic de
velopment, disarmament, decolonization, self-determination 
and the eradication of all forms of racism and racial 
discrimination, 

Convinced that the maintenance and further strengthen
ing of cooperation between the United Nations system and 
the League of Arab States contribute to the promotion of 
the purposes and principles of the United Nations. 

Also convinced of the need for more efficient and co
ordinated utilization of available economic and fmancial 
resources to promote common objectives of the two or-· 
ganizations, 

Recognizing the need for closer cooperation between the 
United Nations system and the League of Arab States and 
its specialized organizations in realizing the goals and ob
jectives set forth in the Strategy for Joint Arab Economic 
Development adopted by the Eleventh Arab Summit Con
ference, held at Amman in November 1980,48 

Having heard the statement of 5 December 1991 on co
operation between the United Nations and the League of 
Arab States,49 and having noted the emphasis placed 
therein on follow-up actions and procedures on the recom
mendations in the political, social, cultural and administra
tive fields adopted at the meetings between the repre
sentatives of the General Secretariat of the League of Arab 
States and its specialized organizations and the secretariats 
of the United Nations and other organizations of the United 
Nations system, as well as on the recommendations relat
ing to political matters contained in the relevant resolutions 
of the General Assembly, 

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the 
Secretary-General;47 

2. Commends the continued efforts of the League of 
Arab States to promote multilateral cooperation among 
Arab States and requests the United Nations system to con
tinue to lend its support; 

3. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General 
for the follow-up action taken by him to implement the 
proposals adopted at the meetings between the repre
sentatives of the secretariats of the United Nations and 
other organizations of the United Nations system and 
the General Secretariat of the League of Arab States and 
its specialized organizations, held at Tunis in 1983,~0 at 
Amman in 198551 and at Geneva in 1988;52 

4. Expresses its appreciation also to the Secretary
General for his efforts to implement Security Council reso
lution 425 (1978) of 19 March 1978 and commends the 
League of Arab States and its Tripartite High Committee 
for their endeavours to promote the peace process and 
reconstmction efforts in Lebanon; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to 
strengthen cooperation with the General Secretariat of the 
League of Arab States for the purpose of implementing 
United Nations resolutions relating to the question of Pal
estine and the situation in the Middle East in order to 
achieve a just, comprehensive and durable solution to the 
Middle East conflict and the question of Palestine, the core 
of the conflict; 

6. Requests the Secretariat of the Unit~d Nations and 
the General Sec;etariat of the League Arab States, 

within their respective fields of competence, to intensify 
further their cooperation towards the realization of the pur
poses and principles of the Charter of the United Nations .. 
the strengthening of international peace and security, eco
nomic development, disarmament, decolonization, self
determination and the eradication of all forms of racism 
and racial discrimination; 

7. Also requests the Secretary-General to continue his 
efforts to strengthen cooperation and coordination between 
the United Nations and other organizations of the United 
Nations system and the League of Arab States and its 
specialized organizations in order to enhance their capacity 
to serve the mutual interests of the two organizations in 
the political. economic, social, humanitarian, cultural and 
administrative fields; 

8. Further requests the Secretary-General to continue 
to coordinate the follow-up action to facilitate the imple
mentation of the proposals of a multilateral nature adopted 
at the Tunis meeting in 1983, and to take appropriate action 
regarding the proposals adopted at previous meetings, in
cluding the following: 

(a) Promotion of contacts and consultations between 
the counterpart programmes of the United Nations system: 

(b) Setting up joint sectoral inter-agency working 
groups; 

9. Calls upon the specialized agencies and other 
organizations and programmes of the United Nations 
system: 

(a) To continue to cooperate with the Secretary
General and among themselves, as well as with the League 
of Arab States and its specialized organizations, in the 
follow-up of multilateral proposals aimed at strengthening 
and expanding cooperation in all fields between the United 
Nations system and the League of Arab States and its 
specialized organizations; 

(b) To maintain and increase contacts and improve the 
mechanism of consultation with the counterpart pro
grammes, organizations and agencies concerned regarding 
projects and programmes, in order to facilitate their imple
mentation; 

(c) To associate whenever possible with organizations 
and institutions of the League of Arab States in the execu
tion and implementation of development projects in the 
Arab region; 

(d) To inform the Secretary-General, not later than 15 
May 1992, of the progress of their cooperation with the 
League of Arab States and its specialized organizations, in 
particular the follow-up action taken on the multilateral 
and bilateral proposals adopted at the previous meetings 
between the two organizations; 

I 0. Decides that, in order to intensify cooperation and 
for the purpose of review and appraisal of progress as well 
as to prepare comprehensive periodic reports, a general 
meeting between the United Nations system and the 
League of Arab States should take place once every two 
years, the next general meeting to be held in 1992, and 
inter-agency sectoral meetings should be organized annu
ally on areas of priority and wide importance in the devel
opment of the Arab States; 

II. Takes note of the intention of the League of Arab 
States to hold a high-level Arab regional meeting on chil
dren in 1992 and requests the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations and the organizations and agencies of the 
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United Nations system to cooperate with the League of 
Arab States in the furtherance of this objective; 

12. Recommends that the United Nations and the other 
organizations of the United Nations system should utilize 
Arab expertise to the extent possible in projects undertaken 
in the Arab region; 

13. Requests the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations in cooperation with the Secretary-General of the 
League of Arab States, to encourage periodic consultation 
between representatives of the Secretariat of the United 
Nations and of the General Secretariat of the League of 
Arab States to review and strengthen coordination mecha
nisms with a view to accelerating implementation and fol
low-up action of multilateral projects, proposals and rec
ommendations adopted by the meetings between the two 
organizations; 

14. Recommends that the next general meeting be
tween the United Nations system and the League of Arab 
States address itself to the development of a mechanism 
for enhancing cooperation between the two organizations; 

15. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session a progress 
report on the implementation of the present resolution; 

16. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its forty-seventh session the item entitled "Cooperation 
between the United Nations and the League of Arab 
States". 

64th plenary meeting 
5 December 1991 

46/71. Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun
tries and Peoples 

The General Assembly, 
Having examined the report of the Special Committee 

on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples,53 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all its 
previous resolutions concerning the implementation of the 
Declaration, most recently resolution 45/34 of 20 Novem
ber 1990, as well as the relevant resolutions of the Security 
Council, 

Recognizing that the eradication of colonialism is one of 
the priorities of the Organization for the decade beginning 
in 1990, 

Deeply conscious of the need to take, speedily, measures 
to eliminate the last vestiges of colonialism by the year 2000, 
as called for in its resolution 43/47 of 22 November 1988, 

Reiterating its conviction of the need for the elimination 
of colonialism, as well as of the need for the total eradica
tion of racial discrimination, apartheid and violations of 
basic human rights, 

Conscious that the success of national liberation strug
gles and the resultant international situation have provided 
the international community with a unique opportunity to 
make a decisive contribution towards the elimination of co
lonialism in all its forms and manifestations, 

---------------------
Noting with satisfaction the achievements of the Special 

Committee in contributing to the effective and complete 
implementation of the Declaration and other relevant reso
lutions of the United Nations on decolonization, 

Stressing the importance of the participation of the ad
ministering Powers in the work of the Special Committee, 

Noting also with satisfaction the cooperation and active 
participation of some administering Powers in the wo1 k of 
the Special Committee, as well as their continued readiness 
to receive United Nations visiting missions in the Territo
ries under their administration, 

Noting with concern the negative impact which the non
participation of certain administering Powers has had on 
the work of the Special Committee, depriving it of an im
portant source of information on the Territories under their 
administration, 

Aware of the pressing need of newly independent and 
emerging States for assistance from the United Nations and 
its system of organizations in the economic, social and 
other fields, 

Aware also of the pressing need of the remaining Non
Self-Governing Territories, including particularly the 
small island Territories, for economic, social and other 
assistance from the United Nations and the organizations 
within its system, 

I. Reaffirms its resolution 1514 (XV) and all other 
resolutions on decolonization, including its resolution 
43/47 in which it declared the decade beginning in 1990 as 
the International Decade for the Eradication of Colomal
ism, and calls upon the administering Powers, in accord
ance with those resolutions, to take all necessary steps to 
enable the peoples of the Territories concerned to exercise 
fully as soon as possible their right to self-determination 
and independence; 

2. Affirms once again that the continuation of coloni
alism in any form or manifestation-including racism, 
apartheid and economic exploitation, as well as policies 
and practices to suppress legitimate national liberation 
movements-is incompatible with the Charter of the 
United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights 54 and the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and poses a 
threat to international peace and security; 

3. Reaf]irms its determination to continue to take all 
steps necessary to bring about the complete and speedy 
eradication of colonialism and the faithful and strict obser
vance by all States of the relevant provisions of the Char
ter, the Declaration on the Granting oflndependence to Co
lonial Countries and Peoples and the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights; 

4. Affirms once again its support for the struggle of the 
peoples under colonial rule to exercise their right to self
determination and independence; 

5. Approves the report of the Special Committee on the 
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Decla
ration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun
tries and Peoples covering its work during 1991, including 
the programme of work envisaged for 1992;55 

6. Calls upon all States, in particular the administering 
Powers, as well as the specialized agencies and other or
ganizations of the United Nations system, to give effect 
within their respective spheres of competence to the rec
ommendations of the Special Committee for the speedy 
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implementation of the Declaration and other relevant reso
lutions of the United Nations; 

7. Condemns the activities of foreign economic and 
other interests that are impeding the implementation of the 
Declaration as well as the elimination of colonialism, 
apartheid and racial discrimination; 

8. Calls upon the administering Powers to ensure that 
no activity of foreign economic and other interests in the 
Non-Self-Governing Territories under their administration 
hinders the peoples of those Territories from exercising 
their right to self-determination and independence; 

9. Strongly condemns any nuclear collaboration with 
the Government of South Africa and calls upon any States 
that are so involved to cease all such collaboration forth
with; 

10. Calls upon the administering Powers to terminate 
military activities in the Territories under their administra
tion and to eliminate military bases there in compliance 
with the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and 
urges them not to involve those Territories in any offensive 
acts or interference against other States; 

11. Urges all States, directly and through their action 
in the specialized agencies and other organizations of the 
United Nations system, to provide moral and material as
sistance to the peoples of colonial Territories and requests 
that the administering Powers, in consultation with the 
Governments of the Territories under their administration, 
take steps to enlist and make effective use of all possible 
assistance, on both a bilateral and a multilateral basis, in 
the strengthening of the economies of those Territories; 

12. Requests the Special Committee to continue to 
seek suitable means for the immediate and full implemen
tation of the Declaration and to carry out those actions ap
proved by the General Assembly regarding the Interna
tional Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism in all 
Territories that have not yet attained independence and, in 
particular: 

(a) To formulate specific proposals for the elimination 
of the remaining manifestations of colonialism and to re
port thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh 
session; 

(b) To make concrete suggestions which could assist 
the Security Council in considering appropriate measures 
under the Charter with regard to developments in colonial 
Territories that are likely to threaten international peace 
and security; 

(c) To continue to examine the compliance of Member 
States with resolution 1514 (XV) and other relevant reso
lutions on decolonization; 

(d) To continue to pay special attention to the small 
Territories, in particular through the dispatch of regular 
visiting missions, and to recommend to the General Assem
bly the most suitable steps to be taken to enable the popu
lations of those Territories to exercise their right to self
determination and independence; 

(e) To take all necessary steps to enlist world-wide 
support among Governments, as well as national and inter
national organizations, for the achievement of the objec
tives of the Declaration and the implementation of the rele
vant resolutions of the United Nations; 

13. Also calls upon the administering Powers to con
tinue to cooperate with the Special Committee in the dis
charge of ito;; mandate and to receive visiting missions to 

the Territories to secure first-hand information and ascer
tain the wishes and aspirations of their inhabitants; 

14. Further calls upon the administering Powers that 
have not participated in the work of the Special Committee 
to do so at its 1992 session; 

15. Requests the Secretary-General, the specialized 
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations sys
tem to provide economic, social and other assistance to the 
Non-Self-Governing Territories and to continue to do so, 
as appropriate, after they exercise their right to self
determination and independence; 

16. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the 
Special Committee with the facilities and services required 
for the implementation of the present resolution, as well as 
of the other resolutions and decisions on decolonization 
adopted by the General Assembly and the Special Committee. 

68th plenary meeting 
11 December 1991 

46/72. Dissemination of information on dccolonization 

The General Assembly, 
Having examined the chapter of the report of the Special 

Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the dissemi
nation of information on decolonization and publicity for 
the work of the United Nations in the field of decoloniza
tion,56 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and other 
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations concerning 
the dissemination of information on decolonization, in par
ticular General Assembly resolution 45/35 of 20 Novem
ber 1990, 

Reiterating the importance of publicity as an instru
ment for furthering the aims of the Declaration and 
mindful of the role of world public opinion in effectively 
assisting the peoples of the colonial Territories to achieve 
self-determination and independence, 

Noting that while censorship laws have been repealed, 
existing legislation and other measures still curtail the free
dom of the press in South Africa, 

Aware of the importance of non-governmental organiza
tions in the dissemination of information on decoloniza
tion, 

l. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting oflndependence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the dissemi
nation of information on decolonization and publicity for 
the work of the United Nations in the field of decoloniza
tion;56 

2. Considers it important for the United Nations to 
continue to play an active role in the process of decoloni
zation and to intensify its efforts to ensure the widest pos
sible dissemination of information on decolonization, with 
a view to further mobilizing international public opinion 
in support of complete decolonization by the year 2000; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General, taking into account 
the suggestions of the Special Committee, to continue to 
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take concrete measures through all the media at his dis
posal, including publications, radio and television, to give 
widespread and continuous publicity to the work of the 
United Nations in the field of decolonization and, inter 
alia: 

(a) To continue, in consultation with the Special Com
mittee, to collect, prepare and disseminate basic material, 
studies and articles relating to the problems of decoloniza
tion and, in particular, to continue to publish the periodical 
Objective: Justice and other publications, special articles 
and studies, including the Decolonization series, and to in
crease the information on all the Territories under consid
eration by the Special Committee, selecting appropriate 
material for wider dissemination by reprints in various 
languages; 

(b) To seek the full cooperation of the administering 
Powers in the discharge of the tasks referred to above; 

(c) To intensify the decolonization-oriented activities 
of all United Nations information centres; 

(d) To maintain a working relationship with the Or
ganization of African Unity and appropriate regional and 
intergovernmental organizations, particularly in the Pacific 
and Caribbean regions, by holding periodic consultations 
and exchanging information; 

(e) To solicit, in consultation with United Nations 
information centres, assistance in the dissemination of 
information on decolonization from non-governmental 
organizations; 

(f) To continue to produce comprehensive press re
leases for all meetings of the Special Committee and its 
subsidiary bodies; 

(g) To ensure that the necessary facilities and services 
to that end are made available; 

(h) To report to the Special Committee on measures 
taken in the implementation of the present resolution; 

4. Requests all States, in particular the administering 
Powers, as well as the specialized agencies and other 
organizations of the United Nations system and non
governmental organizations with a special interest in de
colonization, to undertake or intensify, in cooperation with 
the Secretary-General and within their respective spheres 
of competence, the large-scale dissemination of informa
tion referred to in paragraph 2 above; 

5. Requests the Special Committee to follow the imple
mentation of the present resolution and to report thereon 
to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session. 

68th plenary meeting 
11 December 1991 

46174. Question of Palestine 

A 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 18 I (II) of 29 November 

1947, 194 (III) of I l December 1948, 3236 (XXIX) of 
22 November 1974, 3375 (XXX) and 3376 (XXX) of 
I 0 November 1975, 31/20 of 24 November 1976, 32/40 of 
2 December 1977,33/28 of7 December 1978,34/65 A and 
B of29 November 1979 and 34/65 C and D of 12 Decem
ber 1979, ES-7/2 of29 July 1980,35/169 of 15 December 
1980, 36/120 of 10 December 1981, ES-7/4 of 28 April 

1982, 38/58 A of 13 December 1983, 39/49 A of II De
cember 1984, 40/96 A of 12 December 1985, 41/43 A of 
2 December 1986, 42/66 A of 2 December 1987, 
431175 A of 15 December 1988,44/41 A of6 December 
1989 and 45/67 A of 6 December 1990, 

Having considered the report of the Committee on the 
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian Peo
ple.s7 

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Committee on the 
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People 
for its efforts in performing the tasks assigned to it by the 
General Assembly; 

2. Endorses the recommendations of the Committee 
contained in paragraphs 87 to 95 of its report and draws 
the attention of the Security Council to the fact that action 
on the recommendations of the Committee, as repeatedly 
endorsed by the General Assembly at its thirty-first session 
and subsequently, is still awaited; 

3. Requests the Committee to continue to keep under 
review the situation relating to the question of Palestine as 
well as the implementation of the Programme of Action for 
the Achievement of Palestinian Rights 58 and to report and 
make suggestions to the General Assembly or the Secu
rity Council, as appropriate; 

4. Authorizes the Committee to continue to exert all 
efforts to promote the implementation of its recom
mendations, including representation at conferences and 
meetings and the sending of delegations, to make such 
adjustments in its approved programme of seminars and 
symposia and meetings for non-governmental or
ganizations as it may consider necessary, to give special 
emphasis to the need to mobilize public opinion in Europe 
and North America, and to report thereon to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session and there
after; 

5. Also requests the Committee to continue to extend 
its cooperation to non-governmental organizations in their 
contribution towards heightening international awareness 
of the facts relating to the question of Palestine and creat
ing a more favourable atmosphere for the full implemen
tation of the recommendations of the Committee, and to 
take the necessary steps to expand its contacts with those 
organizations; 

6. Requests the United Nations Conciliation Commis
sion for Palestine, established under General Assembly 
resolution 194 (III), as well as other United Nations bodies 
associated with the question of Palestine, to continue to co
operate fully with the Committee and to make available to 
it, at its request, the relevant information and documenta
tion which they have at their disposal; 

7. Decides to circulate the report of the Committee to 
all the competent bodies of the United Nations and urges 
them to take the necessary action, as appropriate, in ac
cordance with the programme of implementation of the 
Committee; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to pro
vide the Committee with all the necessary facilities for the 
performance of its tasks. 

69th plenary meeting 
11 December 1991 
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B 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Committee on the 

Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian Peo
ple,s7 

Taking note, in particular, of the relevant information 
contained in paragraphs 53 to 74 of that report, 

Recalling its resolutions 32/40 B of 2 December 1977, 
33/28 C of 7 December 1978, 34/65 D of 12 December 
1979,35/169 D of 15 December 1980,36/120 B of 10 De
cember 1981, 37/86 B of 10 December 1982, 38/58 B of 
13 December 1983, 39/49 B of 11 December 1984, 40/96 
B of 12 December 1985, 41/43 B of 2 December 1986, 
42/66 B of2 December 1987,43/175 B of 15 December 
1988, 44/41 B of 6 December 1989 and 45/67 B of 6 De
cember 1990, 

l. Takes note with appreciation of the action taken by 
the Secretary-General in compliance with its resolution 
45/67 B; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Divi
sion for Palestinian Rights of the Secretariat with the nec
essary resources, including a computer-based information 
system, and to ensure that it continues to discharge the 
tasks detailed in paragraph 1 of resolution 32/40 B, para
graph 2 (b) of resolution 34/65 D, paragraph 3 of resolution 
36/120 B, paragraph 3 of resolution 38/58 B, paragraph 3 
of resolution 40/96 B, paragraph 2 of resolution 42/66 B 
and paragraph 2 of resolution 44/41 B, in consultation with 
the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of 
the Palestinian People and under its guidance; 

3. Also requests the Secretary-General to ensure the 
continued cooperation of the Department of Public Infor
mation and other units of the Secretariat in enabling the 
Division for Palestinian Rights to perform its tasks and in 
covering adequately the various aspects of the question of 
Palestine; 

4. Invites all Governments and organizations to lend 
their cooperation to the Committee on the Exercise of the 
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People and the Divi
sion for Palestinian Rights in the performance of their 
tasks; 

5. Takes note with appreciation of the action taken by 
Member States to observe annually on 29 November the 
International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People. 

c 
The General Assembly, 

69th plenary meeting 
11 December 1991 

Having considered the report of the Committee on the 
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian Peo
ple,s7 

Taking note, in particular, of the information contained 
in paragraphs 75 to 86 of that report, 

Recalling its resolutions 45/67 C and 45/68 of 6 Decem
ber 1990, 

Convinced that the world-wide dissemination of accu
rate and comprehensive information and the role of non
governmental organizations and institutions remain of 
vital importance in heightening awareness of and support 
for the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people to self· 

determination and to the establishment of an independent 
sovereign Palestinian State, 

1. Takes note with appreciation of the action taken by 
the Department of Public Information of the Secretariat in 
compliance with General Assembly resolution 45/67 C; 

2. Requests the Department of Public Information, in 
full cooperation and coordination with the Committee on 
the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian 
People, to continue, with the necessary flexibility as may 
be required by developments affecting the question of Pal
estine, its special information programme on the question 
of Palestine for the biennium 1992-1993, with particular 
emphasis on public opinion in Europe and North America 
and, in particular: 

(a) To disseminate information on all the activities of 
the United Nations system relating to the question of Pal
estine, including reports of the work carried out by the rele
vant United Nations organs; 

(b) To continue to issue and update publications on 
the various aspects of the question of Palestine, including 
Israeli violations of the human rights of the Palestinian 
people and other Arab inhabitants of the occupied territo
ries as reported by the relevant United Nations organs; 

(c) To expand its audiovisual material on the question 
of Palestine, including the production of such material; 

(d) To organize and promote fact-finding news mis
sions for journalists to the area, including to the occupied 
territories; 

(e) To organize international, regional and national 
encounters for journalists. 

69th plenary meeting 
11 December 1991 

46175. International Peace Conference on the Middle 
East 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 

of 8 November 1991 ,59 

Having heard the statement made on 21 November 1991 
by the chairman of the observer delegation of Palestine,6n 

Stressing that achieving a comprehensive settlement of 
the Middle East conflict, the core of which is the question 
of Palestine, will constitute a significant contribution to 
international peace and security, 

Aware of the overwhelming support for the convening 
of an International Peace Conference on the Middle East 
and noting the endeavours of the Secretary-General in this 
regard, 

Noting the convening at Madrid, on 3 0 October 1991, of 
the Peace Conference on the Middle East, 

Preoccupied by the increasingly serious situation in the 
occupied Palestinian territory as a result of persistent poli
cies and practices of Israel, the occupying Power, 

Aware of the ongoing uprising (intifadah) of the Pales
tinian people since 9 December 1987, aimed at ending 
Israeli occupation of Palestinian territory occupied since 
1967, 

1. Reaffirms the urgent need to achieve a just and com
prehensive settlement of the Arab-Israeli conflict, the core 
of which is the question of Palestine; 
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2. Considers that the convening of an International 

Peace Conference on the Middle East, under the auspices 
of the United Nations, with the participation of all parties 
to the conflict, including the Palestine Liberation Organi
zation, on an equal footing, and the five permanent mem
bers of the Security Council, based on Council resolutions 
242 (1967) of 22 November 1967 and 338 (1973) of 22 
October 1973 and the legitimate national rights of the Pal
estinian people, primarily the right to self-determination, 
would contribute to the promotion of peace in the region; 

3. Reaffirms the following principles for the achieve
ment of comprehensive peace: 

(a) The withdrawal of Israel from the Palestinian ter
ritory occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, and from 
the other occupied Arab territories; 

(b) Guaranteeing arrangements for security of all 
States in the region, including those named in resolution 
181 (II) of29 November 1947, within secure and interna
tionally recognized boundaries; 

(c) Resolving the problem of the Palestine refugees in 
conformity with General Assembly resolution 194 (III) of 
11 December 1948, and subsequent relevant resolutions; 

(d) Dismantling the Israeli settlements in the territories 
occupied since 1967; 

(e) Guaranteeing freedom of access to Holy Places, 
religious buildings and sites; 

4. Welcomes the convening at Madrid, on 30 October 
1991, of the Peace Conference on the Middle East, which 
constitutes a significant step towards the establishment of 
a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the region; 

5. Notes the expressed desire and endeavours to place 
the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including 
Jerusalem, under the supervision of the United Nations for 
a transitional period, as part of the peace process; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his ef
forts with the parties concerned, and in consultation with 
the Security Council, for the promotion of peace in there
gion, and to submit progress reports on developments in 
this matter. 

69th plenary meeting 
11 December 1991 

46176. The uprising (intifadah) of the Palestinian 
people 

The General Assembly, 
Aware of the uprising (intifadah) of the Palestinian peo

ple since 9 December 1987 against Israeli occupation, 
which has received significant attention and sympathy 
from world public opinion, 

Deeply concerned about the alarming situation in the 
Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, as a result of the 
continued occupation by Israel, the occupying Power, and 
of its persistent policies and practices against the Palestin
ian people, 

Reaffirming that the Geneva Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 Au
gust 1949,61 is applicable to the Palestinian territory occu
pied by Israel since 1967, including Jerusalem, and to the 
other occupied Arab territories, 

Expressing its profound shock at the continued measures 

by Israel, the occupying Power, including the killing and 
wounding of Palestinian civilians, and at the acts of vio
lence committed by the Israeli security forces, which took 
place on 8 October 1990 at the Haram al-Sharif in Jerusa
lem, resulting in injuries and loss of human lives, and on 
29 December 1990 at Rafah, 

Stressing the need to promote international protection to 
the Palestinian civilians in the occupied Palestinian territory, 

Recognizing the need for increased support to, and aid 
for and solidarity with, the Palestinian people under Israeli 
occupation, 

Having considered the recommendations contained in 
the reports of the Secretary-General of 21 January 1988,62 

31 October 199063 and 9 April 1991,64 

Recalling its relevant resolutions as well as the relevant 
Security Council resolutions, in particular Council resolu
tion 681 (1990) of 20 December 1990, in paragraph 6 of 
which the Council requested "the Secretary-General, in co
operation with the International Committee of the Red 
Cross, to develop further the idea, expressed in his report, 
of convening a meeting of the High Contracting Parties to 
the said Convention to discuss possible measures that 
might be taken by them under the Convention and, for this 
purpose, to invite the Parties to submit their views on how 
the idea could contribute to the goals of the Convention, 
as well as on other relevant matters, and to report thereon 
to the Council", 

1. Condemns those policies and practices of Israel, the 
occupying Power, which violate the human rights of the 
Palestinian people in the occupied Palestinian territory, in
cluding Jerusalem, and, in particular, such acts as the open
ing of fire by the Israeli army and settlers that result in the 
killing and wounding of defenceless Palestinian civilians, 
the beating and breaking of bones, the deportation of Pal
estinian civilians, the imposition of restrictive economic 
measures, the demolition of houses, the ransacking of real 
or personal property belonging individually or collectively 
to private persons, collective punishment and detentions, 
and so forth; 

2. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, abide 
scrupulously by the Geneva Convention relative to the Pro
tection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 
1949, and desist immediately from those policies and prac
tices which are in violation of the provisions of the Con
vention; 

3. Calls upon all the High Contracting Parties to the 
Convention to ensure respect by Israel, the occupying 
Power, for the Convention in all circumstances, in con
formity with their obligation under article 1 thereof; 

4. Urges all the High Contracting Parties to the Geneva 
Convention to respond to the note verbale submitted to 
them by the Secretary-General in accordance with para
graph 6 of Security Council resolution 681 ( 1990); 

5. Strongly deplores the continuing disregard by Israel, 
the occupying Power, of the relevant decisions of the 
Security Council; 

6. Reaffirms that the occupation by Israel of the Pales
tinian territory since 1967, including Jerusalem, and of the 
other Arab territories in no way changes the legal status of 
those territories; 

7. Requests the Security Council to examine with ur
gency the situation in the occupied Palestinian territory 
with a view to considering measures needed to provide in-
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temational protection to the Palestinian civilians in the Pal
estinian territory occupied by Israel since 1967, including 
Jerusalem; 

8. Invites Member States, the organizations of the 
United Nations system, governmental, intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organizations, and the mass com
munications media to continue and enhance their support 
for the Palestinian people; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to examine the pres
ent situation in the Palestinian territory occupied since 
1967, including Jerusalem, by all means available to him 
and to submit periodic reports thereon, the first such report 
as soon as possible. 

69th plenary meeting 
11 December 1991 

46177. Revitalization of the work of the General 
Assembly 

The General Assembly, 
Conscious of the need to enhance its capability to fulfil 

the role envisaged for it under the Charter of the United 
Nations, 

Recognizing the role of the President of the General As
sembly and of the Secretariat in dealing with the affairs of 
the General Assembly, 

Recognizing that the President of the Assembly needs to 
be available for the duration of the session, 

I. Reaffirms the functions and the responsibilities of 
the President of the General Assembly in accordance with 
the rules of procedure of the General Assembly; 

2. Invites the President of the Assembly and the 
Secretary-General to undertake consultations to ensure that 
adequate staff is assigned and facilities provided to enable 
the President of the Assembly to carry out his functions 
and responsibilities and to report thereon as appropriate to 
the General Assembly; 

3. Decides that such arrangements will have no finan
cial implications under the regular budget of the United 
Nations. 

70th plenary meeting 
12 December 1 991 

46178. Law of the sea 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its previous resolutions, including resolution 

45/145 of 14 December 1990, on the law of the sea, 
Recognizing that, as stated in the third preambular para

graph of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea,35 the problems of ocean space are closely interrelated 
and need to be considered as a whole, 

Convinced that it is important to safeguard the unified 
character of the Convention and related resolutions 
adopted therewith and to apply them in a manner consistent 
with that character and with their object and purpose, 

Emphasizing the need for States to ensure consistent 
application of the Convention, as well as the need for har
monization of national legislation with the provisions of 
the Convention, 

Considering that, in its resolution 2749 (XXV) of 17 De
cember 1970, it proclaimed that the seabed and ocean 
floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits ofnational 
jurisdiction (hereinafter referred to as "the Area"), as well 
as the resources of the Area, are the common heritage of 
mankind, 

Recalling that the Convention provides the regime to be 
applied to the Area and its resources, 

Recalling with satisfaction the expressions of willing
ness to explore all possibilities of addressing issues of con
cern to some States in order to secure universal participa
tion in the Convention,65 

Recognizing the need for cooperation in the early and 
effective implementation by the Preparatory Commission 
of resolution II of the Third United Nations Conference on 
the Law of the Sea,66 

Noting with satisfaction the progress made in the Pre
paratory Commission since its inception, including the reg
istration of six pioneer investors67 and the designation by 
the Preparatory Commission of reserved areas for the In
ternational Seabed Authority from the application areas 
submitted by the pioneer investors pursuant to resolution 
II, bearing in mind that such registration entails both rights 
and obligations for pioneer investors, 

Noting the increasing needs of countries, especially de
veloping countries, for information, advice and assistance 
in the implementation of the Convention and in their de
velopmental process for the full realization of the benefits 
of the comprehensive legal regime established by the Con
vention, 

Concerned that the developing countries are as yet un
able to take effective measures for the full realization of 
these benefits owing to the lack of resources and of the 
necessary scientific and technological capabilities, 

Recognizing the need to enhance and supplement the ef
forts of States and competent international organizations 
aimed at enabling developing countries to acquire such 
capabilities, 

Recognizing also that the Convention encompasses all 
uses and resources of the sea and that all related activities 
within the United Nations system need to be implemented 
in a manner consistent with it, 

Deeply concerned about the current state of the marine 
environment, 

Mindji1l of the importance of the Convention for the pro
tection of the marine environment, 

Noting with concern the use of fishing methods and 
practices, including those aimed at evading regulations and 
controls, which can have an adverse impact on the conser
vation and management of marine living resources, 

Considering the need for effective and balanced conser
vation and management of marine living resources, giving 
full effect to the relevant provisions in the Convention, 

Taking note of activities carried out in 1991 under the 
major programme on marine affairs, set forth in chapter 25 
of the medium-term plan for the period 1984-1989 and 
extended for the period 1990-1991, in accordance with the 
report of the Secretary-General,68 as approved in General 
Assembly resolution 3 8/59 A of 14 December 1983, and 
of the report of the Secretary-General,69 as well as of 
programme 10 (Law of the sea and ocean affairs) in the 
medium-term plan for the period 1992-1997/0 
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Taking special note of the report of the Secretary
General prepared in pursuance of paragraph 20 ofGeneral 
Assembly resolution 45/145/9 

1. Recalls the historic significance of the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea as an important 
contribution to the maintenance of peace, justice and pro
gress for all peoples of the world; 

2. Expresses its satisfaction at the increasing and over
whelming support for the Convention, as evidenced, inter 
alia, by the one hundred and fifty-nine signatures and fifty
one of the sixty ratifications or accessions required for en
try into force of the Convention; 

3. Invites all States to make renewed efforts to facili
tate universal participation in the Convention; 

4. Notes with appreciation the initiative of the Secretary
General to promote dialogue aimed at addressing issues of 
concern to some States in order to achieve universal par
ticipation in the Convention;71 

5. Recognizes that political and economic changes, in
cluding particularly a growing reliance on market princi
ples, underscore the need to re-evaluate, in the light of the 
issues of concern to some States,72 matters in the regime 
to be applied to the Area and its resources, and that a pro
ductive dialogue on such issues involving all interested 
parties would facilitate the prospect of universal participa
tion in the Convention, for the benefit of mankind as a 
whole; 

6. Calls upon all States that have not done so to con
sider ratifying or acceding to the Convention at the earliest 
possible date to allow the effective entry into force of the 
new legal regime for the uses of the sea and its resources 
and calls upon all States to take appropriate steps to pro
mote universal participation in the Convention, including 
through dialogue aimed at addressing the issues of concern 
to some States; 

7. Calls upon all States to safeguard the unified char
acter of the Convention and related resolutions adopted 
therewith and to apply them in a manner consistent with 
that character and with their object and purpose; 

8. Also calls upon States to observe the provisions of 
the Convention when enacting their national legislation; 

9. Notes the progress being made by the Preparatory 
Commission for the International Seabed Authority and 
for the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea in 
all areas of its work; 

10. Recalls the Understanding on the Fulfilment of 
Obligations by the Registered Pioneer Investors and their 
Certifying States adopted by the Preparatory Commission 
on 30 August 1990;73 

II. Notes that negotiations on the fulfilment of the 
obligations have already been completed in respect of the 
pioneer investor registered in March 1991 ; 74 

12. Expresses its appreciation to the SetTetary-General 
for his efforts in support of the Convention and for the ef
fective execution of the major programme on marine af
fairs set forth in chapter 25 of the medium-term plan for 
the period 1984-1989 and extended for the period 1990-
1991, and requests him, in the execution of programme 1 0 
(Law of the sea and ocean affairs) in the medium-term plan 
for the period 1992-1997, to provide an effective response 
to the increased needs of States for assistance in the imple
mentation of the Convention; 

13. Also expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-

-------
General for the report prepared in pursuance of paragraph 
20 of General Assembly resolution 45/14569 and requests 
him to carry out the activities outlined therein. as well as 
those aimed at the strengthening of the legal regime of the 
sea, special emphasis being placed on the work of the Pre
paratory Commission. including the implementation of 
resolution II of the Third United Nations Conference on 
the Law of the Sea; 

14. Welcomes regional efforts being unde1taken by de
veloping countries to integrate the ocean sector in national 
development plans and programmes through the process 
of international cooperation and assistance, in particular 
the initiatives mentioned in the report of the Secretary
General;75 

15. Calls upon the Secretary-General to continue to 
assist States in the implementation of the Convention and 
in the development of a consistent and uniform approach 
to the legal regime thereunder, as well as in their national, 
subregional and regional efforts towards the full realization 
of the benefits therefrom, and invites the organs and or
ganizations of the United Nations system to cooperate and 
lend assistance in these endeavours: 

16. Urges interested Member States, in particular 
States with advanced marine capabilities, to review rele
vant policies and programmes in the context of the integra
tion of the marine sector in national development strate
gies, and to explore prospects for intensifying cooperation 
with developing States, including States of regions active 
in this tie ld; 

17. Requests the competent int~rnational organizations, 
the United Nations Development Programme, the World 
Bank and other multilateral funding agencies, in accord
ance with their respective policies, to intensify financial, tech
nological, organizational and managerial assistance to the de
veloping countries in their efforts to realize the benefits of 
the comprehensive legal regime established by the Con
vention and to strengthen cooperation among themselves 
and with donor States in the provision of such assistance: 

18. Welcomes the second report of the Secretary
General submitted pursuant to paragraph 13 of General 
Assembly resolution 44/26 of 20 November 1989 and 
paragraph 15 of General Assembly resolution 45/145 iden
tifying the measures currently taken by States and by the 
competent international organizations, as well as future ap
proaches to address the needs of States in regard to the de
velopment and management of ocean resources/6 and re
quests the Secretary-General to keep under review, in 
cooperation with States and the competent intemational 
organizations, the measures being undertaken and any 
necessary follow-up action, in order to facilitate the reali
zation by States of the benefits of the comprehensive legal 
regime established by the Convention and to report thereon 
periodically to the General Assembly; 

19. Approves the decision of the Preparatory Commis
sion to hold its tenth regular session at Kingston from 24 
February to 13 March 1992 and to hold a summer meeting 
in New York in 1992; 

20. Recognizes that the protection of the marine envi
ronment will be significantly enhanced by the implemen
tation of applicable provisions of the Convention; 

21. Reiterates its call to States and other members of 
t~e international community to strengthen their coopera
tion and to take measures with a view to giving full effect 
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to the provisions in the Convention on the conservation 
and management of marine living resources, including the 
prevention of fishing methods and practices which can 
have an adverse impact on the conservation and manage
ment of marine living resources and, in particular, to com
ply with bilateral and regional measures applicable to them 
aimed at effective monitoring and enforcement; 

22. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a special 
report to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session 
on the progress made in the implementation of the compre
hensive legal regime embodied in the United Nations Con
vention on the Law of the Sea, in the light of the tenth 
anniversary in 1992 of its adoption, and to take such action, 
in consultation with States, as may be appropriate to mark 
the occasion; 

23. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on develop
ments pertaining to the Convention and all related activi
ties and on the implementation of the present resolution; 

24. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Law of the sea". 
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46179. Policies of apartheid of the Government of 
South Africa 

A 

INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS TOWARDS THE TOTAL ERADICA
TION OF APARTIIEID AND SUPPORT FOR THE ESTAB
LISHMENT OF A UNITED, NON-RACIAL AND DEMOCRATIC 
SOUTH AFRICA 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling the Declaration on Apartheid and its Destruc

tive Consequences in Southern Africa, contained in the an
nex to its resolution S-16/1 of 14 December 1989, its reso
lution 45/176 A of 19 December 1990 and its decision 
45/457 B of l3 September 1991, 

Taking note of the report of the Special Committee 
against Apartheid77 and the second progress report of the 
Secretary-General on the implementation of the Declara
tion/8 as well as the reports of the Secretary-General on 
the coordinated approach by the United Nations system on 
questions relating to South Africa79 and on the concerted 
and effective measures aimed at eradicating apartheid,80 

Convinced that broad-based negotiations leading to a 
new constitutional order providing for universal, equal suf
frage under a non-racial voters' roll will lead to the total 
eradication of apartheid through peaceful means and the 
establishment of a non-racial democracy in South Africa, 

Welcoming the signing on 14 September 1991 of the 
National Peace Accord81 and expressing the hope that this 
will finally end the tragic bloodshed in South Africa, 

Welcoming the efforts of all parties, including ongoing 
talks among them, such as the recently held Patriotic/ 
United Front conference, aimed at facilitating the com
mencement of substantive broad-based negotiations to
wards a new constitution and arrangements on the tran
sition to a democratic order, 

Welcoming the accession of South Africa on 10 July 
1991 to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 

Weapons29 and subsequent conclusion and ratification of a 
related safeguards agreement, 

Noting with satisfaction that fundamental principles for 
a new constitutional order, as set out in the Declaration, 
are receiving broad acceptance in South Africa, 

Welcoming the convening of the preparatory meeting for 
the Convention for a Democratic South Africa, 

Noting that while positive measures have been under
taken by the South African authorities, including the repeal 
and revision of the major apartheid and security laws, fur
ther efforts are needed to enhance the climate for free po
litical activity and to address the inequities resulting from 
the legacy of these laws, 

Gravely concerned that the persistence of violence, re
sulting largely from apartheid, including actions by those 
opposed to the democratic transformation of the country, 
poses a threat to the negotiating process and to the vital 
interests of all people of South Africa, 

Concerned about any remaining obstacles to free politi
cal activity, as identified in the Declaration, including the 
delay in the full implementation of agreements regarding 
the release of any remaining political prisoners and the re
turn of refugees and exiles, the use of repressive legislation 
still in place as well as other attempts aimed at undermin
ing the democratic forces, 

Noting with serious concern the remaining effects of the 
acts of aggression and destabilization that were committed 
by South Africa against neighbouring independent African 
States, 

Convinced that international pressure, both that exerted 
by Governments and by individual citizens and organiza
tions, has had and continues to have a significant impact 
on developments in South Africa, 

Recognizing the responsibility ofthe United Nations and 
the international community, as ~nvisaged in the Declara
tion, to continue to take all necessary measures aimed at 
the eradication of apartheid through peaceful means, in 
particular by adhering to the programme of action con
tained in the Declaration, 82 

I. Reaffirms its support for the legitimate struggle of 
the South African people for the total eradication of apart
heid through peaceful means and the establishment of a 
united, non-racial and democratic South Africa in which 
all its people, irrespective ofrace, colour, sex or creed, will 
enjoy the same fundamental freedoms and human rights; 

2. Reaffirms the Declaration on Apartheid and its De
structive Consequences in Southern Africa and the need for 
the full and immediate implementation of the provisions 
not yet fulfilled; 

3. Calls for an immediate end to violence arid the re
moval of any remaining obstacles to free political activity; 

4. Urges the South African authorities to take immedi
ate further action to end the recurring violence and acts of 
terrorism, including actions by those opposed to the demo
cratic transformation of the country, by ensuring that all 
competent authorities act effectively and impartially; 

5. Calls upon all signatories of the National Peace Ac
cord81 to manifest their commitment to peace by fully im
plementing its provisions, and calls upon all other parties 
to contribute to the attainment of its objectives; 

6. Calls upon the South African authorities to enhance 
the climate conducive to negotiations by ensuring the im-
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mediate release of any remaining political prisoners, the 
wlhindered return of refugees and exiles and the repeal of 
repressive and discriminatory legislation still in place, and 
to address the glaring inequalities created by apartheid; 

7. Calls upon the representatives of the people of 
South Africa to commence in good faith, urgently, broad
based substantive negotiations towards an agreement on 
the basic principles of a new constitution, taking into ac
count the fundamental principles in the Declaration and its 
suggested guidelines on the modalities for the elaboration 
of a new constitution, on transitional arrangements inspir
ing general confidence in the administration of the country 
until the new constitution takes effect, and on the role to 
be played by the international community in ensuring the 
successful transition to a democratic order; 

8. Appeals to the international community to give its 
full and concerted support to the vulnerable and critical 
process now under way in South Africa through a phased 
application of appropriate pressure on the South African 
authorities, as warranted by developments, and to provide 
assistance to the opponents of apartheid and the disadvan
taged sectors of society in order to ensure the rapid and 
peaceful attainment of the objectives of the Declaration; 

9. Calls upon the international community, in view of 
progress made in overcoming obstacles to negotiations, to 
resume academic, scientific and cultural links with demo
cratic anti-apartheid organizations and the individuals in 
these fields, to resume sports links with unified non-racial 
sporting organizations of South Africa which have re
ceived endorsement by appropriate non-racial sporting or
ganizations within South Africa and to assist disadvan
taged athletes in that country; 

l 0. Also calls upon the international community, 
within the context of the need to respond appropriately to 
ongoing developments in South Africa, to review existing 
restrictive measures as warranted by positive develop
ments, such as agreement by the parties on transitional 
arrangements, and agreement on a new, non-racial demo
cratic constitution; 

II. Calls upon all Governments to observe fully the 
mandatory anns embargo, requests the Security Council to 
continue to monitor effectively its strict implementation 
and urges States to adhere to the provisions of other Secu
rity Council resolutions on the import of anns from South 
Africa and the export of equipment and technology des
tined for military or police purposes in that country; 

12. Appeals to the international community to increase 
humanitarian and legal assistance to the victims of apart
heid, returning refugees and exiles and released political 
prisoners; 

13. Also appeals to the international community to in
crease its material, financial and other contributions to the 
victims and opponents of apartheid to help them address 
the glaring socio-economic inequalities, particularly in the 
areas of education, health, housing and social welfare; 

14. Further appeals to the international community to 
render all possible assistance to the front-line and neigh
bouring States to enable their economies to recover from 
the effects of years of destabilization and to support the 
current efforts to achieve a durable peace in Angola and 
Mozambique, which would contribute to the stability and 
prosperity of the region; 

15. Welcomes the agreement83 reached on 4 September 

·------
1991 by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu
gees with the South African authorities concerning the vol
untary repatriation of South African refugees and exiles, 
and appeals to the international community to provide and 
urges the Secretary-General to facilitate, through the rele
vant United Nations agencies and offices in cooperation 
with the High Commissioner, all necessary humanitarian 
assistance to ensure the successful implementation of the 
repatriation programme; 

16. Urges the Secretary-General to facilitate, through 
the relevant United Nations agencies and offices and in a 
concerted manner. humanitarian and educational assistance 
inside South Africa for the reintegration of political exiles 
and released political prisoners and to the disadvantaged 
sectors of South African society; 

17. Also urges the Secretary-General, at the appropri
ate time, in the light of positive developments such as 
agreement on transitional arrangements, to expand, in a 
concerted manner, through the relevant United Nations of
fices and in collaboration with the specialized agencies, the 
scope of assistance provided inside South Africa aimed 
at addressing socio-economic issues, particularly in the 
areas of education, health, housing and social welfare, 
which may entail the physical presence of the United 
Nations system in that countty; 

18. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to en
sure the coordination of activities of the United Nations 
system in the implementation of the Declaration and of the 
present resolution and to report thereon to the General 
Assembly at its forty-seventh session, and to continue 
monitoring the implementation of the Declaration as well 
as pursuing appropriate initiatives to facilitate all efforts 
leading to the peaceful eradication of apartheid. 

B 
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PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
AGAINST APARTIIEID 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Special Committee 

against Apartheid/7 

I. Commends the Special Committee against Apart
heid for the diligent manner in which it has discharged its 
responsibilities in monitoring the situation in South Africa 
and in promoting concerted international support for the 
process towards the early establishment of a democratic, 
non-racial society; 

2. Takes note of the report of the Special Committee 
and endorses its recommendations relating to its pro
gramme of work; 

3. Authorizes the Special Committee, in accordance 
with its mandate as the focal point for the international 
campaign against apartheid and for the promotion of the 
implementation of the Declaration on Apartheid and its 
Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa84 and acting 
with the support services of the Centre against Apartheid: 

(a) To continue monitoring closely developments in 
South Africa and the actions of the international commu
nity, particularly regarding appropriate pressure on South 
Africa and timely assistance to the victims and opponents 
of apartheid; 
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(b) To continue mobilizing international action in sup
port of the early establishment of a democratic, non-racial 
South Africa, inter alia, through collection, analysis and 
dissemination of information, through liaison and consul
tations with Governments, intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations and relevant individuals and 
groups, both inside and outside South Africa, able to influ
ence public opinion and decision-making, and through 
missions, hearings, conferences, publicity and other perti
nent activities, and to continue undertaking activities 
aimed at supporting the political process towards the es
tablishment of a non-racial, democratic South Africa; 

4. Appeals to all Governments, intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations to increase their coopera
tion with the Special Committee and the Centre in the dis
charge of their mandates; 

5. Requests all components of the United Nations sys
tem to cooperate further with the Special Committee and 
the Centre in their activities in order to ensure consistency, 
improve coordination and efficient use of available re
sources and avoid duplication of efforts in the implemen
tation of the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly 
and the Security Council; 

6. Appeals to all Governments, intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations, information media and 
individuals to cooperate with the Centre and the Depart
ment of Public Information of the Secretariat in their 
activities relating to South Africa and, in particular, in 
disseminating information on the evolving situation in 
South Africa and on the considerable assistance needs of 
the opponents of apartheid and the disadvantaged sectors 
of South African society in rectifying the glaring socio
economic inequalities in their country, and further appeals 
to them to make generous contributions to the Trust Fund 
for Publicity against Apartheid; 

7. Decides to continue the authorization of adequate 
financial provision in the regular budget of the United 
Nations to enable the African National Congress of South 
Africa and the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania to main
tain offices in New York in order to participate effec
tively in the deliberations of the Special Committee and 
other appropriate bodies; 

8. Also decides that the special allocation of 480,000 
United States dollars to the Special Committee for 1992 
from the regular budget of the United Nations should be 
used towards the cost of special projects aimed at promot
ing the process towards the elimination of apartheid and 
the democratization of South Africa, with particular em
phasis on the issues of constitution building, human rights, 
domestic peace, education and training and ways to help 
address the serious socio-economic inequalities in the 
country. 

c 
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MILITARY AND OTHER COLLABORATION 
WITH SOUTH AFRICA 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling the Declaration on Apartheid and its Destruc

tive Consequences in Southern Africa,84 its resolutions 
45/176 Band C of 19 December 1990, as well as the reso-

lutions of the Security Council on the arms embargo and 
military collaboration with South Africa, 

Taking note of the report of the Special Committee 
against Apartheid77 and the report of the Security Council 
Committee established by Council resolution 421 ( 1977) 
of 9 December 1977 concerning the question of South 
Africa on its activities during the period 1980-1989,85 

Noting with appreciation the resolve and effectiveness 
of the Security Council in its handling of questions relating 
to the preservation of international peace and security, 

Noting that the monitoring and enforcement mechanism 
of the mandatory sanctions imposed by the Security Coun
cil on South Africa in its resolution 418 (1977) of 4 No
vember 1977 would benefit from further strengthening. 

Reiterating that the full implementation of the manda
tory arms embargo against South Africa is an essential ele
ment of international action towards the eradication of 
apartheid. 

Convinced that sanctions and other restrictive measures 
have had a significant impact on recent developments in 
South Africa and that the phased application of appropriate 
pressure remains an effective and necessary instrument in 
the process towards the peaceful end to apartheid, 

Taking note of the accession of South Africa on I 0 July 
1991 to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons29 and subsequent conclusion and ratification of a 
related safeguards agreement, 

Expressing serious concern about the continued viola
tions of the mandatory arms embargo, particularly by those 
countries which surreptitiously trade in arms with South 
Africa, 

Expressing concern that South Africa's external military 
relations, especially in the area of military technology and, 
in particular, in the production and testing of missiles, con
tinue unabated, as mentioned in paragraphs I 00 to I 02 of 
the report of the Special Committee, 

Gravely concerned about the practice carried out by cer
tain oil-producing States whereby oil is exchanged for 
South African arms. 

l. Deplores the actions of those States which, directly 
or indirectly, continue to violate the mandatory arms em
bargo and collaborate with South Africa in the military, 
nuclear, intelligence and technology fields, and calls upon 
those States to terminate forthwith any illegal acts and hon
our their obligations under Security Council resolution 418 
(1977); 

2. Urges all States to adopt strict legislation relating to 
the implementation of the arms embargo and prohibit the 
supply to South Africa of nuclear and military products, as 
well as computer and communications equipment, techno
logical skills and services, including military intelligence, 
destined for use by the military, police and security 
agencies of that country. until free and fair elections have 
been held and a democratic government has been estab
lished; 

3. Calls for the early and full disclosure by South Africa 
of its nuclear installations and materials in conformity with 
its treaty obligations as an essential element to the peace 
and security of the southern African region; 

4. Urges the Security Council to consider immediate 
steps to ensure the full implementation and the effective 
monitoring of the arn1s embargo imposed by the Council 
in its resolutions 418 ( 1977) and 55 8 (I 984) of 13 Decem-
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ber 1984, to implement the recommendations of the Com
mittee established under Council resolution 421 ( 1977) 
concerning appropriate measures in response to violations 
of the mandatory anns embargo and to provide information 
on a regular basis to the Secretary-General for general dis
tribution to Member States; 

5. Calls upon all States to maintain existing financial 
measures, and, in particular, urges Governments and pri
vate financial institutions, as well as the International 
Monetary Fund and the World Bank, not to extend new 
loans and credits to South Africa, whether to the public or 
private sector, until agreement has been reached on a non
racial democratic constitution or until specific recommen
dations are made on this matter by the transitional authori
ties to be established by the Convention for a Democratic 
South Africa; 

6. Requests the Special Committee against Apartheid 
to keep the issue of military and nuclear collaboration with 
South Africa under constant review and to report thereon 
to the General Assembly and the Security Council as ap
propriate. 

D 
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RELATIONS BETWEEN SOUTH AFRICA 
AND ISRAEL 

The General Assembly, 
Reca/Iing its previous resolutions concerning the rela

tions between South Africa and Israel and, in particular, its 
resolution 45/176 D of 19 December 1990, 

Having considered the report of the Special Committee 
against Apartheid on recent developments concerning re
lations between South Africa and lsrael,86 and the report of 
the Secretary-General on South Africa's nuclear-tipped 
ballistic missile capability ,87 

Noting with concern that the military relations between 
South Africa and Israel, especially in the area of military 
technology and in particular the collaboration in the pro
duction and testing of nuclear missiles, continue unabated, 

I. Strongly deplores the collaboration of Israel with 
the South African regime in the military and nuclear fields; 

2. Reiterates its demand that Israel desist from and 
terminate forthwith all forms of collaboration with South 
Africa, particularly in the military and nuclear fields; 

3. Urges the Security Council to consider taking ap
propriate measures against Israel for its violation of the 
mandatory anns embargo against South Africa; 

4. Requests the Special Committee against Apartheid 
to continue to monitor the relations between South Africa 
and Israel and keep them under constant review and report 
to the General Assembly and the Security Council as ap
propriate. 

E 

72nd plenary meeting 
13 December 1991 

OIL EMBARGO AGAINST SOUTH AFRlCA 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Intergovernmental 

Group to Monitor the Supply and Shipping of Oil and 
Petroleum Products to South Africa,88 

Reca/Iing its resolutions on the oil embargo against 
South Africa, in particular resolution 45/176 F of 19 De
cember 1990, 

Recognizing the importance of the oil embargo as a ma
jor contribution to the pressure exerted on South Africa to
wards the eradication of apartheid through negotiations, as 
well as the importance of maintaining pressure until there 
is clear evidence of profound and irreversible changes, 
bearing in mind the objectives of the Declaration on 
Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in Southern 
Africa,84 such as the adoption of a non-racial and demo
cratic constitution for a free South Africa, 

Noting that the most effective way to enforce the oil 
embargo against South Africa remains the adoption by the 
Security Council of a mandatory embargo under Chapter 
VII of the Charter of the United Nations, 

Concerned that the oil embargo against South Africa 
is still being violated and that South Africa, because of 
loopholes in the embargo, such as lack of effective leg
islation, has been able to acquire oil and petroleum prod
ucts, 

Convinced that an effective oil embargo against South 
Africa would contribute to the efforts of the international 
community to bring about a negotiated settlement and the 
establishment of a united, non-racial and democratic South 
Africa, 

I. Takes note of the report of the Intergovernmental 
Group to Monitor the Supply and Shipping of Oil and 
Petroleum Products to South Africa88 and endorses its rec
ommendations; 

2. Requests all States to adopt, if they have not already 
done so, and otherwise to maintain and enforce effective 
measures prohibiting the supply and shipping of oil and 
petroleum products to South Africa, whether directly or in
directly, and in particular: 

(a) To apply strictly the "end users" clause and other 
conditions concerning restriction on destination to ensure 
compliance with the embargo; 

(b) To compel the companies originally selling or pur
chasing oil or petroleum products, as appropriate to each 
nation, to desist from selling, reselling or otherwise trans
ferring oil and petroleum products to South Africa, 
whether directly or indirectly; 

(c) To establish strict control over the supply of oil and 
petroleum products to South Africa by intermediaries, oil 
companies and traders by placing responsibilities for the 
fulfilment of the contract on the first buyer or seller of oil 
and petroleum products who would, therefore, be liable for 
the actions of these parties; 

(d) To prevent South African companies from acquir
ing holdings in oil companies outside South Africa; 

(e) To prohibit all assistance to South Africa in the oil 
sector, including finance, technology, equipment or per
sonnel; 

(j) To prohibit the transport of oil and petroleum prod
ucts to South Africa by ships flying their flags, or by ships 
that are ultimately owned, managed or chartered by their 
nationals or by companies within their jurisdiction; 

(g) To develop a system for registration of ships, reg
istered in their territory or owned by their nationals, that 
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have violated the oil embargo, and to discourage such ships 
from calling at South African ports; 

(h) To impose penal action against companies and in
dividuals that have been involved in violating the oil em
bargo, and to publicize cases of successful prosecutions in 
conformity with their national laws; 

(i) To gather, exchange and disseminate information 
regarding violations of the oil embargo, including ways 
and means to prevent such violations, and to take concerted 
measures against violators; 

(j) To discourage ships within their jurisdiction from 
engaging in activities that give rise to violation of the oil 
embargo against South Africa, taking into account legisla
tive and other measures already adopted; 

3. Commends to Member States for their consideration 
the draft model law annexed to the report of the Intergov
ernmental Group89 and recommends that they strive for an 
effective oil embargo by adopting the general principles of 
the n:todel law within the framework of their own legal 
practices; 

4. Authorizes the Intergovernmental Group to take 
action to promote public awareness of the oil embargo 
against South Africa, including, when necessary, sending 
missions and participating in relevant conferences and 
meetings; 

5. Requests the Intergovernmental Group to submit to 
the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session a report 
on the implementation of the present resolution; 

6. Requests all States to extend their cooperation to the 
Intergovernmental Group with all necessary assistance for 
the implementation of the present resolution. 

F 
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UNITED NATIONS TRUST FUND FOR 
SouTH AFRICA 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions on the United Nations Trust 

Fund for South Africa, in particular resolution 45/176 H of 
19 December 1990, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 
on the United Nations Trust Fund for South Africa 90 to 
which is annexed the report of the Committee of Tru~tees 
of the Trust Fund, 

Taking note of its resolution 45/176 A adopted without 
a vote o~ 19 Decemb~r l990,_and in particular of paragraph 
16, relatmg to the remtegrat10n of released political pris
oners into South African society, 

!felcoming ~he repeal and revision of the major apart
held and secunty laws and a number of discriminatory and 
repressive laws, rules and regulations, 

Welcoming also the release of a large nwnber of political 
prisoners and the agreement83 reached between the South 
African authorities and the United Nations High Commis
sioner for Refugees allowing for the voluntary repatriation 
of political exiles and refugees, 

Further welcoming the National Peace Accord81 signed 
on 14 September 1991 as a significant initiative towards 
addressing the critical issue of violence in the country and 

providing a framework within which substantive and 
broad-based discussions can take place, 

Remaining concerned about the continued existence of 
a number of discriminatory and repressive laws, rules and 
regulations in South Africa, 

Concerned about the delay in the full implementation of 
agreements regarding the release of any remaining political 
prisoners and the return of refugees and exiles and about 
reports that trials of politically motivated cases were car
ried out in 199 I , 

Recognizing the work carried out by the International 
Defence and Aid Fund for Southern Africa over the years 
in providing legal and humanitarian assistance to the vic
tims of apartheid and their families and noting with satis
faction the transfer of programmes of the Fund to broad
based, impartial organizations inside South Africa, 

Strongly convinced that continued, direct and substantial 
C?ntributions to the Trust Fund and to the voluntary agen
Cies concerned are necessary to enable them to meet the 
extensive needs for humanitarian, legal and relief assist
ance during the critical transition to a non-racial and demo
cratic South Africa, 

I. Endorses the report of the Secretary-General on the 
United Nations Trust Fund for South Africa; 

2. Supports continued and substantial humanitarian, 
legal and educational assistance by the international com
munity in order to alleviate the plight of those persecuted 
under discriminatory legislation in South Africa and their 
families, and to facilitate the reintegration of released 
political prisoners and returning exiles into South African 
society; 

3. Supports assistance by the Trust Fund for work in 
the legal field aimed at ensuring effective implementation 
of l~gis_lation repealing major apartheid laws, redressing 
contmumg adverse effects of these laws and encouraging 
increased confidence in the rule of law; 

4. Expresses its appreciation to the Governments, or
ganizations and individuals that have contributed to the 
Tru_st Fund ~d t? the voluntary agencies engaged in ren
denng humanitarian and legal assistance to the victims of 
apartheid in South Africa; 

5. Appeals for generous contributions to the Trust 
Fund; 

6. Also appeals for direct contributions to the volun
tary agencies engaged in rendering assistance to the vic
tims of apartheid and racial discrimination in South Africa; 

7. Commends the Secretary-General and the Commit
tee of Trustees of the Trust Fund for their persistent efforts 
to promote humanitarian and legal assistance to persons 
persecuted u?der repressive and discriminatory legislation 
m South Afr1ca, as well as assistance to their families and 
to refugees from South Africa. 
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46/80. United Nations Educational and Training Pro
gramme for Southern Africa 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions on the United Nations Educa

tional and Training Progrrunme for Southern Africa in par-
ticular resolution 45/19 of20 November 1990, ' 
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Having considered the report of the Secrewr-General91 

containing an account of the work of the Advisory Com
mittee on the United Nations Educational and Training 
Programme for Southern Africa and the administration of 
the Programme for the period from I September 1990 to 
31 August 1991, 

Noting with satisfaction that the recommendations of 
the evaluation of the Programme undertaken in 1989 as 
endorsed by the Advisory Committee continue to be im
plemented, 

Recognizing the valuable assistance rendered by the Pro
gramme to the peoples of South Africa and Namibia, 

Also noting with satisfaction that educational and tech
nical assistance for southern Africa has become a growing 
concern of the international community, 

Fully recognizing the need to provide continuing educa
tional opportunities and counselling abroad to a greater 
number of students from inside South Africa in a wide va
riety of professional, cultural and linguistic disciplines, as 
well as opportunities for vocational and technical training 
and for advanced studies at graduate and postgraduate lev
els in priority fields of study, 

Strongly convinced that the development of the Pro
gramme is essential in order to meet the increasing demand 
for educational and training assistance to disadvantaged 
students from South Africa, 

Taking note of the recommendations of the International 
Conference on the Educational Needs of the Victims of 
Apartheid in South Africa, convened in Paris from 25 to 
27 June 1991 92 by the Special Committee against Apart
heid and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization in cooperation with the Advisory 
Committee of the United Nations Educational and Training 
Programme for Southern Africa, 

Noting that in order to address the priority needs of dis
advantaged South Africans, the Programme is allocating 
greater resources for the purpose of institution-building in 
South Africa, in particular by strengthening black and 
other institutions of higher learning through a graduate stu
dent and junior faculty enhancement programme abroad in 
the field of educational management and other short-term 
specialized training courses with built-in returnability and 
employability of participants, 

l. Endorses the report of the Secretary-General on the 
United Nations Educational and Training Programme for 
Southern Africa; 

2. Commends the Secretary-General and the Advisory 
Committee on the United Nations Educational and Train
ing Programme for Southern Africa for their continued ef
forts to develop the Programme so that it can best meet the 
needs evolving from changing circumstances in South 
Africa, to promote generous contributions to the Pro
gramme and to enhance cooperation with governmental, 
intergovernmental and non-governmental agencies in
volved in educational and technical assistance to South 
Africa; 

3. Welcomes the main thrust of the Paris Statement on 
International Assistance to the Victims of Apartheid in the 
Fields of Education and Training,93 adopted by the Inter
national Conference on the Educational Needs of the Vic
tims of Apartheid in South Africa, with special regard to: 

(a) Supporting and complementing the endeavours of 
South Africans towards major educational restructuring 

through quality education, research and development of 
learning material; 

(b) Providing assistance for the training of the manag
ers of educational change at all levels, including teachers' 
educators, planners, curriculum specialists and administra
tors; 

(c) Assisting in training progr~mes in the ~elds of 
public administration, policy analysts. and plannm~, and 
business management, and strengthenmg the capacity of 
institutions and organizations; 

4. Welcomes the recommendation made in the Paris 
Statement that a follow-up conference be convened in the 
first half of 1992 under the auspices of the United Nations 
Educational and Training Programme for Southern Africa 
and within existing resources; 

5. Calls upon all non-governmental organizations, 
scholarship agencies and foundations to cooperate with the 
Programme in making the proposed follow-up conference 
a success; 

6. Emphasizes that it is incumbent upon the interna
tional community to assist in bridging the economic and 
social disparities in South Africa during the transitional 
period, particularly in the field of education; 

7. Calls upon non-governmental educational pro
grammes and other non-governmental organizations and 
individuals concerned to assist the Programme in facilitat
ing the returnability and job placement of its graduates; 

8. Appeals to Governments, intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations, individuals and interna
tional professional associations to use their influence and 
leverage inside South Africa to assist graduates of the Pro
gramme in obtaining access to job opportunities so that 
they can effectively contribute their professional compe
tence and expertise towards the political, economic and 
social development of South Africa during the period of 
transition and beyond; 

9. Considers that under the changing circumstances in 
South Africa, the Programme should have, in addition to 
its educational and training programmes abroad, the nec
essary flexibility to provide, in an appropriate manner, 
educational and training assistance to disadvantaged South 
Africans within the country itself; 

l 0. Expresses its appreciation to all those who have 
supported the Programme by providing contributions, 
scholarships or places in their educational institutions; 

11. Appeals to all States, institutions, organizations 
and individuals to offer greater financial and other assist
ance to the Programme to enable it to carry out its ex
panded programme of activities. 

72nd plenary meeting 
13 December 1991 

46/81. Declaration on the occasion of the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the adoption of the Interna
tional Covenants on Human Rights 

The General Assembly, 
Mindful that the International Covenants on Human 

Rights constitute the first all-embracing and legally 
binding international treaties in the field of human 
rights, 
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Recalling, on the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniver

sary of the adoption of the Covenants, the fundamental 
importance and special status of these basic human rights 
instruments of the United Nations, 

Reaffirming the importance of the observance and effec
tive implementation of the universally recognized stand
arcls in the field of human rights as contained in the Cove
nants, 

Solemnly declares that acceptance of the International 
Covenants on Human Rights contributes greatly to the pro
tection of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and 
urges all States that have not yet done so to become parties 
to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights94 and the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights94 and to consider acceding to the 
Optional Protocols to the latter at the earliest moment. 

73rd plenary meeting 
16 December /991 

46/82. The situation in the Middle East 

A 

The General Assembly, 
Having discussed the item entitled "The situation in the 

Middle East", 

Recalling its resolutions 36/226 A and B of 17 Decem
ber 1981, ES-9/1 of5 February 1982,37/123 F of20 De
cember 1982,38/58 A toE of 13 December 1983,38/180 
A to D of 19 December 1983,39/146 A to C of 14 Decem
ber 1984,40/168 A to C of 16 December 1985,41/162 A 
to C of 4 December 1986, 42/209 A to D of 11 December 
1987, 43/54 A to C of 6 December 1988, 44/40 A to C of 
4 December 1989,45/83 A to C of 13 December 1990 and 
45/68 of 6 December 1990, 

Recalling Security Council resolutions 425 (1978) of 19 
March 1978, 497 ( 1981) of 17 December 1981, 508 (1982) 
of 5 June 1982, 509 (1982) of 6 June 1982. 701 (1991) of 
31 July 1991 and other relevant resolutions, 

Taking note of the reports of the Secretary-General of 
22 October 1991 ,95 8 November 1991 59 and 15 November 
1991,96 

Reaffirming the need for continued collective support 
for the decisions adopted by the Twelfth Arab Summit 
Conference, held at Fez, Morocco, on 25 November I 981 
and from 6 to 9 September 1982,97 which were confirmed 
by subsequent Arab summit conferences, including the Ex
traordinary Arab Summit Conference held at Casablanca. 
Morocco, from 23 to 26 May 1989, 

Reiterating its previous resolutions on the question of 
Palestine and its support for the Palestine Liberation Or
ganization as the sole legitimate representative of the Pal
estinian people, 

Welcoming all efforts contributing towards the realiza
tion of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people 
through the achievement of a comprehensive, just and last
ing peace in the Middle East, in accordance with the United 
Nations resolutions relating to the question of Palestine 
and to the situation in the Middle East, including Security 
Council resolutions 242 ( 1967) of 22 November 1967 and 
338 (1973) of22 October 1973, 

Welcoming also the world-wide support extended to the 

just cause of the Palestinian people and the other Arab 
countries in their struggle against Israeli aggression and 
occupation in order to achieve a comprehensive. just and 
lasting peace in the Middle East and the full exercise by 
the Palestinian people of its inalienable national rights, a~ 
affirmed by previous resolutions of the General Assembly 
on the question of Palestine and on the situation in the Mid
dle East, 

Gravely concerned that the Palestinian territory occu
pied since 1967, including Jerusalem, and the other occu
pied Arab territories still remain under Israeli occupation. 
that the relevant resolutions of the United Nations have not 
been implemented and that the Palestinian people is still 
denied the restoration of its land and the exercise of its in
alienable national rights in conformity with international 
law, as reaffinned by resolutions of the United Nations, 

Reaffirming the applicability of the Geneva ConventiOn 
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of 
War, of 12 August 1949,61 to the Palestinian territory oc
cupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, and the other oc
cupied Arab territories, 

Reaffirming also all relevant United Nations resolutions 
which stipulate that the acquisition of territory by force is 
inadmissible under the Charter of the United Nations and 
the principles of international law and that Israel must 
withdraw unconditionally from the Palestinian terntory l)C

cupied since I 967, including Jerusalem, and the other oc
cupied Arab territories, 

Gravely concerned also at Israeli policies involving the 
escalation and expansion of the conflict in the region, 
which further violate the principles of international law 
and endanger international peace and security, 

Reaffirming further the imperative necessity and ur
gency of establishing a comprehensive, just <md lasting 
peace in the region, based on full respect for the Charter 
and the principles of international law, 

I. Reaffirms its conviction that the question of Pales
tine is the core of the conflict in the Middle East and that 
no comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the region will 
be achieved without the full exercise by the Palestinian 
people of its inalienable national rights and the immediate, 
unconditional and total withdrawal of Israel from the Pal
estinian territory occupied since 1967, including Jeru!.a
lem, and the other occupied Arab territories; 

2. Reaffirms that a just and comprehensive settlement 
of the situation in the Middle East cannot be achieved with
out the participation on an equal footing of all the pru1ies 
to the conflict, including the Palestine Liberation Organi
zation, the representative of the Palestinian people; 

3. Declares once more that peace in the Middle East is 
indivisible and must be based on a comprehensive, just and 
lasting solution of the Middle East problem under the aus
pices of the United Nations and on the basis of its relevant 
resolutions, which ensures the complete and unconditional 
withdrawal ofisrael from the Palestinian territory occupied 
since 1967, including Jerusalem, and the other occupied 
Arab territories, and which enables the Palestinian people. 
under the leadership of the Palestine Liberation Organiza
tion, to exercise its inalienable rights, including the right 
to return and the right to self-determination, national inde
pendence and the establishment of its independent sover
eign State in Palestine, in accordance with the resolutions 
of the United Nations relating to the question ofPalestine 
in particular General Assembly resolutions ES-7/2 of 29 
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July 1980, 36/120 A to F of 10 December 1981, 37/86 A 
to D of 10 December 1982, 3 7/86 E of 20 December 1982, 
38/58 A to E of 13 December 1983, 39/49 A to D of 11 
December 1984,40/96 A to D of 12 December 1985,41/43 
A to D of 2 December 1986, 42/66 A to D of 2 December 
1987, 43/54 A to C of 6 December 1988, 43/175 A to C, 
43/176 and 43/177 of 15 December 1988, 44/42 of 6 De
cember 1989 and 45/68; 

4. Considers the Arab peace plan adopted unanimously 
at the Twelfth Arab Summit Conference, held at Fez, Mo
rocco, on 25 November 1981 and from 6 to 9 September 
1982,97 which was confirmed by subsequent Arab summit 
conferences, including the Extraordinary Arab Summit 
Conference held at Casablanca, Morocco, from 23 to 26 
May 1989, as an important contribution towards the reali-
7.ation of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people 
through the achievement of a comprehensive, just and last
ing peace in the Middle East; 

5. Condemns Israel's continued occupation of the Pal
estinian territory occupied since 1967, including Jerusa
lem, and the other occupied Arab territories, in violation 
of the Charter of the United Nations, the principles of in
ternational law and the relevant resolutions of the United 
Nations, and demands the immediate, unconditional and 
total withdrawal of Israel from all the territories occupied 
since 1967; 

6. Rejects all agreements and arrangements which vio
late the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people and 
contradict the principles of a just and comprehensive solu
tion to the Middle East problem to ensure the establishment 
of a just peace in the area; 

7. Deplores Israel's failure to comply with Security 
Council resolutions 476 (1980) of 30 June 1980 and 478 
(1980) of 20 August 1980 and General Assembly resolu
tions 35/207 of 16 December 1980 and 36/226 A and B; 
determines that Israel's decision to annex Jerusalem and to 
declare it as its "capital" as well as the measures to alter 
its physical character, demographic composition, institu
tional structure and status are null and void and demands 
that they be rescinded immediately; and calls upon all 
Member States, the specialized agencies and all other in
ternational organizations to abide by the present resolution 
and all other relevant resolutions and decisions; 

8. Condemns Israel's aggression, policies and prac
tices against the Palestinian people in the occupied Pales
tinian territory and outside this territory, including expro
priation, establishment of settlements, annexation and 
other aggressive and repressive measures, which are in vio
lation of the Charter and the principles of international law 
and the relevant international conventions; 

9. Strongly condemns the imposition by Israel of its 
laws, jurisdiction and administration on the occupied Syr
ian Golan, its annexationist policies and practices, the es
tablishment of settlements, the confiscation of lands, the 
diversion of water resources and the imposition of Israeli 
citizenship on Syrian nationals, and declares that all these 
measures are null and void and constitute a violation of the 
rules and principles of international law relative to bellig
erent occupation, in particular the Geneva Convention rela
tive to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, 
of 12 August 1949; 

10. Calls upon all States not to provide Israel with any 
assistance to be used specifically in connection with settle
ments in the occupied territories; 

11. Strongly deplores the continuing and increasing 
collaboration between Israel and South Africa, especially 
in the economic, military and nuclear fields, which consti
tutes a hostile act against the African and Arab States and 
enables Israel to enhance its nuclear capabilities; 

12. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
Security Council periodically on the development of the 
situation and to submit to the General Assembly at its 
forty-seventh session a comprehensive report covering the 
developments in the Middle East pertaining to the presen< 
resolution. 

B 

The General Assembly, 

7 3rd plenary meeting 
16 December 1991 

Recalling its resolutions 36/120 E of 10 December 1981, 
37/123 C of 16 December 1982,38/180 C of 19 December 
1983,391146 C of 14 December 1984,40/168 C of 16 De
cember 1985, 411162 C of 4 December 1986, 42/209 D of 
11 December 1987, 43/54 C of 6 December 1988, 44/40 C 
of 4 December 1989 and 45/83 C of l3 December 1990, 
in which it determined that all legislative and administra
tive measures and actions taken by Israel, the occupying 
Power, which had altered or purported to alter the character 
and status of the Holy City of Jerusalem, in particular the 
so-called "Basic Law" on Jerusalem and the proclamation 
of Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, were null and void and 
must be rescinded forthwith, 

Recalling Security Council resolution 4 78 ( 1980) of 20 
August 1980, in which the Council, inter alia, decided not 
to recognize the "Basic Law" and called upon those States 
that had established diplomatic missions at Jerusalem to 
withdraw such missions from the Holy City, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 
of 22 October 1991 ,Q

5 

I. Determines that Israel's decision to impose its laws, 
jurisdiction and administration on the Holy City of Jerusa
lem is illegal and therefore null and void and has no valid
ity whatsoever; 

2. Deplores the transfer by some States of their diplo
matic missions to Jerusalem in violation of Security Coun
cil resolution 478 (1980), and their refusal to comply with 
the provisions of that resolution; 

3. Calls once more upon those States to abide by the 
provisions of the relevant United Nations resolutions, in 
conformity with the Charter of the United Nations; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution. 

73rd plenary meeting 
16 December 1991 

46/86. Elimination of racism and racial discrimina
tion 

The General Assembly 
Decides to revoke the determination contained in its 

resolution 3379 (XXX) of 10 November 1975. 

74th plenary meeting 
16 December 199/ 
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46/109. The situation in Central America: threats to 
international peace and security and peace 
initiatives 

A 

PROCEDURES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A FIRM AND 
LASTING PEACE IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling Security Council resolutions 530 ( 1983) of 19 

May 1983,562 (1985) of 10 May 1985,637 (1989) of27 
July 1989,644 (1989) of7 November 1989,650 (1990) of 
27 March 1990, 653 (1990) of 20 April 1990,654 (1990) 
of 4 May 1990, 656 (1990) of 8 June 1990 and 719 (1991) 
of6 November 1991, and its resolutions 38/10 of 11 No
vember 1983, 39/4 of 26 October 1984, 41137 of 18 No
vember 1986,42/1 of7 October 1987,43/24 of 15 Novem
ber 1988, 44/10 of 23 October 1989, 44/44 of7 December 
1989 and 45/15 of 20 November 1990, 

Aware that the agreement on "Procedures for the estab
lishment of a firm and lasting peace in Central America" 
signed at Guatemala City on 7 August 1987 by the Presi
dents of the Republics of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guate
mala, Honduras and Nicaragua, at the Esquipulas II sum
mit meeting,98 is the outcome of the decision by Central 
Americans to take up fully the historical challenge of 
forging a peaceful destiny for Central America, 

Convinced that the peoples of Central America wish to 
achieve peace, reconciliation, development and justice, 
without outside interference, in accordance with their own 
decision and their own historical experience, and without 
sacrificing the principles of self-determination and non
intervention, 

Aware also of the political will which inspires them to 
settle their differences by means of dialogue, negotiation 
and respeet for the legitimate interests of all States, estab
lishing commitments to be fulfilled in good faith, through 
the verifiable performance of actions aimed at achieving 
peace, democracy, security, cooperation and respect for 
human rights, 

Tal.:ing note of the second report of the United Nations 
Observer Mission in El Salvador of 15 November 1991 99 

and of the report of the Secretary-General of 28 October 
1991 concerning the United Nations Observer Group in 
Central America,100 

Taking note with satisfaction of the work carried out in 
the region by the Group in verifying the security commit
ments entered into by the Central American Governments 
under the agreement signed at the Esquipulas II summit 
meeting, and of the work of the International Support and 
Verification Commission in the repatriation and relocation 
of displaced persons and refugees, which it has undertaken 
with the cooperation of the Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees and the United Nations 
Development Programme, and of the United Nations Ob
server Mission in El Salvador, which is monitoring com
pliance with human rights commitments, 

Convinced that the National Conciliation Agreement on 
Economic and Social Matters reached in Nicaragua on 26 
October 1990101 and phase II thereof, signed on 15 August 
1991, constitute positive and promising contributions to 
strengthening the process of democratization, development 
and peace in Nicaragua and in the region, 

Observing with satisfaction that the Government of El 

Salvador and the Frente Farabundo Marti para Ia Liberacion 
Nacional are continuing the negotiating process, begun 
on 4 April 1990102 under the auspices of the Secretary-
General, with a view to putting an end, once and for all, to 
the rumed conflict by political means in the shortest pos
sible time, as well as promoting the democratization of the 
country, guaranteeing unrestricted respect for human rights 
and reunifying Salvadorian society, 

Observing also with satisfaction the progress of the talks 
between the Government of Guatemala and the Unidad 
Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca aimed at ending 
the internal armed confrontation and bringing about recon
ciliation and full respect for the human rights of all Gua
temalans, which have taken place under the auspices of the 
National Reconciliation Commission of Guatemala, in the 
presence of the Representative of the Secretary-General, 

Recognizing the unfailing determination of the Rio 
Group to achieve peace in Central America and the valu
able contribution made by its member States throughout 
the regional peace effort, 

1. Commends the effort made by the Central American 
countries to achieve peace through the implementation of 
the agreement on "Procedures for the establishment of a 
firm and lasting peace in Central America" signed at Gua
temala City on 7 August 1987,98 as well as of the agree
ments adopted at subsequent summit meetings; 

2. Expresses its strongest support for these agreements 
and urges the Governments to continue their efforts to con
solidate firm and lasting peace in Central America; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to afford 
the fullest possible support to the Central American Gov
ernments in their efforts to consolidate peace, especially 
by taking the measures necessary for the maintenance, es
tablishment and effective functioning of the appropriate 
verification machinery; 

4. Welcomes the implementation of phases [and II of 
the National Conciliation Agreement on Economic and 
Social Matters concluded in Nicaragua on 26 October 1990 
and 15 August 1991 and endorses, in particular, the provi
sion concerning exceptional circumstances and the invita-
tion made in phase I to the international community and 
the international funding agencies to provide effective and 
efficient support for the implementation of the Agreement, 
and also supports the agreements reached in phase Il re
garding property rights and privatization; 

5. Fully endorses the efforts of the Secretary-General 
to bring about peace in Central America and in particular 
his active role as an intermediary in Guatemala and El Sal
vador; 

6. Urges the Government ofEI Salvador and the Frente 
Farabundo Marti para la Liberaci6n Nacional to step up the 
confidence-building and security measures unilaterally 
adopted by them in order to maintain the suspension of the 
armed confrontation pending the conclusion in the shortest 
possible time of political agreements which will put an end 
to the armed conflict once and for all and will achieve the 
other goals laid down in the Geneva Agreement of 4 April 
1990; 102 

7. Expresses its support for the process of negotiation 
between the Government of Guatemala and the Unidad 
Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca, which has given 
rise to the agreements signed at Mexico City on 26 April 
1991'03 and the Queretaro Agreement signed at Queretaro, 
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Mexico, on 25 July 1991,104 and encourages both parties to 
continue their efforts to reach a political solution to the 
long process of confrontation experienced by Guatemala; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to 
the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on pro
gress made in implementing the present resolution. 

B 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December /991 

CENTRAL AMERICA: REGION OF PEACE, FREEDOM, 
DEMOCRACY AND DEVELOPMENT 

The General Assembly, 
Bearing in mind the importance of the commitments 

assumed by the Central American Presidents under the 
agreement signed at Guatemala City on 7 August 1987 at 
the Esquipu1as II summit meeting;98 the declarations 
adopted at Alajuela, Costa Rica, on 16 January 1988105 and 
at Costa del Sol, El Salvador, on 14 February 1989;106 the 
agreements concluded at Tela, Honduras, on 7 August 
1989,107 at Montelimar, Nicaragua, on 3 April 1990,108 at 
Antigua, Guatemala, on 17 June 1990109 and at Puntarenas, 
Costa Rica, on 17 December 1990; 110 and the Declaration 
of San Salvador of 17 July 1991,111 

Recognizing the importance of all aspects of the peace
keeping operations which have been carried out in Central 
America, pursuant to the decisions of the Security Council 
and with the support of the Secretary-General, and the need 
to preserve and enhance the results obtained, 

Considering that at their meetings at Montelimar, Nica
ragua, and Antigua, Guatemala, the Central American Presi
dents reaffirmed their determination to set Central America 
on the road to a stable peace through the establishment of 
democratic regimes throughout the region, the individual 
and collective forging of a better economic and social fu
ture for the area, and the design of specific mechanisms 
and courses of action for the peaceful settlement of dis
putes or possible conflicts between the States of the region, 

Considering also that, at the Puntarenas summit meet
ing, the Presidents declared Central America to be a region 
of peace, freedom, democracy and development, and that 
in the Declaration of San Salvador''' they agreed to update 
the legal framework of the Organization of Central Ameri
can States and to work for the inclusion of Central America 
in a world order marked by interdependence, the emer
gence of new forms of integration and cooperation and the 
effective implementation of international law, 

Considering the commitments which have been entered 
into during the negotiations on security, verification, and 
control and limitation of arms and military personnel, 
within the Security Commission established under the 
agreement signed at the Esquipulas II summit meeting, for 
the purpose of achieving a stable and lasting peace in Cen
tral America, 

Taking into consideration that the force of the new 
democratic spirit prevailing in Central America has created 
a sphere of political action which makes it feasible tore
sume with greater momentum the process of regional inte
gration, as the basis for a firm and lasting peace in the re
gion, taking into account the specific circumstances of 
each country, 

Bearing in mind the political determination in Central 

America to strengthen the process of cooperation in the po
litical, economic and social fields, which complements the 
progressive steps towards pacification, reconciliation and 
democratization, 

Reaffirming the belief that peace is one, w1divided and 
indivisible, and thus inseparable from freedom, democracy 
and development, and that these goals are essential for con
solidating the transformations which will guarantee sus
tained, participatory and equitable development in Central 
America and redefining the manner in which the Central 
American economies are linked to the rest of the world, 

Recognizing the valuable and effective contribution of 
the United Nations and of various governmental and non
governmental mechanisms to the process of democratiza
tion, pacification and development in Central America, 

Recognizing also the importance for the progressive 
transformation of Central America into a region of peace, 
freedom, democracy and development of both the political 
dialogue and the economic cooperation set in motion by 
the Ministerial Conference on Political Dialogue and Eco
nomic Cooperation between the European Commwtity and 
the Central American countries and the joint initiative of 
the industrialized countries (Group of Twenty-four) and 
the group of cooperating countries (Group of Three),' 12 in 
Latin America, through a Partnership for Democracy and 
Development in Central America, 

Bearing in mind that there remain in Central America 
major obstacles to the full exercise of peace, freedom, de
mocracy and development, the final overcoming of which 
requires a global frame of reference which would enable 
the international community to focus its support on efforts 
towards collective affirmation and democratic progress be
ing made by the Central American countries, 

I. Reaffirms the decision ofthe Presidents of the Cen
tral American countries to declare Central America a re
gion of peace, freedom, democracy and development; 

2. Encourages the initiatives of the Central American 
countries to consolidate Governments which genuinely 
represent the will of their people and which base their de
velopment on democracy, peace, cooperation and strict re
spect for human rights and on security, verification, and 
control and limitation of arms and military personnel; 

3. Welcomes with satisfaction the agreements reached 
and progress made by the Security Commission in the crea
tion of a new security model based on coordination, com
munication and prevention, confidence-building between 
the States of the region, and the presentation of an inven
tory of weapons present in Central America; 

4. Stresses the importance that the outcome of the po
litical dialogue and economic cooperation between the 
European Community and its member States, the States of 
Central America and Panama and the group of cooperating 
countries (Group of Three) as well as the initiative of the 
industrialized countries (Group of Twenty-four) and the 
group of cooperating countries (Group of Three), through 
the Partnership for Democracy and Development in Cen
tral America, have for the efforts of the Central American 
countries to achieve peace and to consolidate democracy 
and economic development; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General and the organiza
tions of the United Nations system to provide, as appro
priate and within the available resources, the necessary 
technical and financial support to the Central American 
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Governments for the purpose of consolidating the pro
cesses of peace, freedom, democratization and develop
ment in the region; 

6. Reiterates the importance that the Special Plan of 
Economic Cooperation for Central America, which the 
General Assembly welcomed in its resolution 42/231, has 
for the implementation of this resolution, in particular be
cause it provides the underpinning for the execution of the 
Central American Economic Plan of Action,109 which the 
Central American Presidents approved at their meeting 
held at Antigua, Guatemala, in June 1990; 

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session an item entitled "The situation in 
Central America: procedures for the establishment of a 
firm and lasting peace and progress in fashioning a region 
of peace, freedom, democracy and development"; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to 
the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on pro
gress made in implementing the present resolution. 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December /991 

46/151. Final review and appraisal of the implemen
tation of the United Nations Programme of 
Action for African Economic Recovery and 
Development 1986-1990 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions S-13/2 of I June 1986, the an

nex to which contains the United Nations Programme of 
Action for African Economic Recovery and Development 
1986-1990, 42/163 of 8 December 1987, in which, inter 
alia, it decided to establish an Ad Hoc Committee of the 
Whole for the mid-term review and appraisal of the Pro
gramme of Action, and 43/27 of 18 November 1988 on the 
mid-term review and appraisal of the implementation of 
the Programme of Action, 

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 
1990/75 of 27 July 1990 on the final review and appraisal 
of the Programme of Action, 

Recalling further its resolution 45/178 A of 19 Decem
ber 1990 on the final review and appraisal of the imple
mentation of the Programme of Action, 

Noting that the final review and appraisal of the imple
mentation of the Programme of Action by the General As
sembly has been an occasion for an in-depth assessment of 
the actions taken in the implementation of the Programme 
of Action and of the measures that are needed to sustain 
accelerated grov.1h and development in Africa beyond 
1991, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the 
critical economic situation in Africa: final review and ap
praisal of the implementation of the United Nations Pro
gramme of Action for African Economic Recovery and De
velopment 1986-1990,113 

Taking note of the memorandum prepared by the Con
ference of Ministers of the Economic Commission for 
Africa to the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole of the Gen
eral Assembly on the final review and appraisal of the im
plementation of the United Nations Programme of Action 
for African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-
1990,114 

Taking note also of Africa's submission on the final re
view and appraisal of the implementation of the Pro
gramme of Action to the General Assembly at its forty
sixth session,115 

Taking note fUrther of the contribution made by individ
ual Governments, intergovernmental organizations and 
non-governmental organizations to the work of the Ad Hoc 
Committee of the Whole, 

I. Takes note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee 
of the Whole of the General Assembly on the final review 
and appraisal of the implementation of the Programme of 
Action for African Economic Recovery and Development 
1986-1990;116 

2. Adopts the conclusions of the final review and ap
praisal of the implementation of the Programme of Action 
for African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-
1990, consisting of the assessment of the implementation 
of the Programme of Action and the United Nations New 
Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s, as set 
forth in the annex to the present resolution; 

3. Requests Governments, organs, organizations and 
bodies of the United Nations system and intergovernmen
tal and non-governmental organizations to take appropriate 
mea~ures in order to implement the commitments con
tained in the New Agenda; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-eighth session on the implemen
tation of the New Agenda. 

ANNEX 

77th plenary meeting 
18 December 1991 

I. Assessment or the Implementation or the United Natloas Pro
gramme or Action ror African Economic Recovery and Develop
ment 1986-1990 

A. PREAMBLE 

I. The United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic 
Recovery and Development 1986-1990 did not quite become a focal point 
for economic policy or for resource mobilization on behalf of Africa. 

2. Furthermore, the Programme of Action proved to be too optimistic 
in two basic senses. First, the concept of a global compact at the continental 
level was difficult to achieve. Specific arrangements, such as World Bank 
consultative groups and United Nations Development Programme round
table discussions for individual nations, were not always directly related 
to the goals and targets of the Programme of Action. Second, hopes for a 
favourable external economic environment for Africa during the period 
1986-1990 were not fulfilled. Sharp export price falls, real interest rate 
increases, and declines in private sector investment and loans all severely 
limited the positive effects of efforts made by Africa and its development 
partners. The Programme of Action itself was silent regarding who was to 
act if unforeseen exogenous contingencies threw the Programme of Action 
off course; also, its review machinery did not clearly address this issue. 

3. In most African States, it is recognized that revised economic re· 
forms and good governance are a key to economic development. It is also 
accepted that recovery and renewed development will take longer to 
achieve than was hoped and projected in 1986 by Africa, as well as by 
donor States and international financial institutions. 

4. Bilateral cooperating partners have recognized that speedy, low-cost 
turn·arounds are the exception, not the rule, or as several have explicitly 
noted, the time-frame for economic transformation and for agreed agendas 
for action should be seen in terms of decades, not years. In addition, per
ception has come much closer to African warnings of the damage 
done by the debt overhang and worsening terms of trade. Substantial action 
to overcome these obstades to African recovery is now agreed to be 
urgent. 

5. The World Bank recognizes that sustained structural adjustment 
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without rapid return to positive real per capita groWl h rates is difficult, 
especially in a context of broadening participation and political liberaliza
tion. The World Bank also views increased spending on human investment, 
infrastructure and reduction of absolute poverty as a central priority now 
that structural adjustment is placed in a ten- to fifteen-year time perspec
tive, gradually phasing into structural transformation. These views are also 
widely shared by the donor communities and by African Governments. In 
general, the results achieved by those countries that have embarked on 
structural transformation have been better than those of countries that have 
not. 

6. The reworking of United Nations system programmes in Africa 
around the goals of the Programme of Action was real and sustained but, 
by itself, was by no means large enough to place those goals at the centre 
of policy dialogue or resource mobilization. 

7. Over the period 1986-1990 there developed broad agreement on the 
lines of short- and medium-term policy and on the need for that policy to 
lay the foundations for long-term sustainable growth and transformation. 
The African Alternative Framework to Structural Adjustment Programmes 
for Socio-economic Recovery and Transformation,117 adopted by the Con
ference of Ministers of the Economic Commission for Africa on 10 April 
1989, and the World Bank long-term perspective study118 illustrate this in 
their very broad range of agreement on goals and instruments. The remain
ing divergence, while substantial, is largely on issues of timing, sequenc
ing, contexts and balance of instruments. A reduction of the external debt 
burden of most African States and an enabling environment would make 
a valuable contribution to sustained development. A consensus needs to 
develop on how this can be achieved. 

8. At some point in the 1990s, a legitimate post-apartheid Govern
ment will emerge in South Africa, whose changing role in the economy 
of Africa will be significant but cannot yet be defined. Because a high rate 
of absolute poverty and very low human investment in a majority of its 
people will be the heritage of apartheid, post-apartheid South Africa may 
require external resource inflows, including official development assist
ance, although these inflows cannot yet be quantified and are not included 
in the total targets presented for Africa and its development partners in the 
1990s. 

9. Many of the African States have made progress in meeting their 
policy restructuring and resource reallocation commitments. However, 
none of the goals of the Programme of Action were fully realized. Targets 
for groWih, food security, human investment and debt reduction were 
missed, so declines rather than hoped-for increases have been recorded by 
many States and for Africa as a whole. 

10. One of the principal causes of this decline was that on;y two thirds 
of the countries pursued sustained economic reform. Those that did re
ceived increased donor assistance and achieved modest gains in per capita 
gross domestic product, agricultural production and exports. Other coun
tries continued to decline in these indices, causing negative performance 
for Africa as a whole. 

II. The reasons for this record of non-success are clear. The bilateral 
and multilateral achievements with respect to net real resource transfers 
and debt burden reduction were below expectations. A number of African 
States did not, in fact, fully achieve policy and resource allocation adjust
ment and transformation. Africa suffered from a serious fall in commodity 
earnings. War and certain exogenous events, such as drought and collapse 
in the terms of trade, imposed devastating costs. Another reason for this 
record of non-success may have been inadequate United Nations and Gov
ernment debate or dialogue on the experience gained in the implementation 
of the Programme of Action. 

12. However, the Programme of Action was far from being a failure. 
It assisted in focusing the attention of African and other Governments on 
the basic economic, human and governance problems of Africa. By doing 
so, it did achieve policy and efficiency gains and averted a more severe 
decline in net resource inflows. As a result, the economic decline afflicting 
Africa from 1981 to 1985 was slowed and, in many countries, halted. Fur
thermore, the process of African policy restructuring and its interaction 
with the analyses of external partners have led to substantial lessons of 
experience for all concerned. 

B. SoME ASPECfS OF THE PERFORMANCE OF 
THE AFRICAN ECONOMY, 1986-1990 

13. Taken as a whole, the performance of the African economies from 
1986 to 1990, the period of the Programme of Action, was not satisfactory, 
with overall groWih averaging less than 2.5 per cent a year. The economic 
performance of the African economy was, it is true. somewhat better than 

during the period 1980-1985. But output, in per capita terms, continued to 
fall. 

14. The decrease in overall performance was in part accounted for by 
the unsatisfactory export situation. While 1986-1990 export volume in
creased an average of 10 per cent a year above that of the period 1981-
1985, representing an annual growth of almost 4 per cent, earnings from 
exports were 18 per cent lower, which represented an annual average de
cline of 6 per cent. Trade gains fell below expectations by an amount ex
ceeding 50 billion United States dollars. Furthermore, in many key 
commodity areas, Africa suffered a decline in market share. 

15. The benefits of reform in the vital agricultural sector, though often 
positive, were limited in certain countries by such factors as natural dis
asters, war or civil strife and a fall in prices from export crops. The human 
condition of many millions of Africans continued to worsen. Absolute pov
erty rose in Africa. If present trends hold, Africa risks becoming, by 1995, 
in terms of human deprivation, the most afflicted region in the world. Af
rican Governments made efforts to improve public services. Some pro
gress was recorded in certain areas, as was indicated by the United Nations 
Development Programme in the Human Development Report 1990, 11 9 but 
taken as a whole, the results were insufficient. 

16. It would, however, be wrong to paint a totally sombre picture 
of the economic results of the 1986-1990 period. Growth of output in 
the majority of African economies had begun, by 1989-1990, to equal 
or exceed population groWih. Important policy reforms had been under
taken and priority given to the restoration of infrastructure and human 
investment together with measures to encourage enterprise. The quan
titative decline of export volumes that was typical of the 1970s and the 
deterioration of basic public services that characterized the 1981-1985 
period have, in a majority of cases, been halted or partially reversed. 
Requirements for good governance, human investment, an enabling en
vironment and the reduction of absolute poverty are being articulated 
and brought into operation. A sounder basis for greater production and 
for improvement in the human condition now exist in many African 
countries. Recent developments in the world political situation and on 
the continent give hope for drastic cuts in military expenditures. There 
is broad agreement everywhere that people are both the objective of and 
the most important means to the development and improvement of their 
living standards. The convictions of Africans on this are reflected in the 
Khartoum Declaration: Towards a Human-focused Approach to Socio
economic Recovery and Developmcnt,l20 adopted in 1988, the African 
Alternative Framework to Structural Adjustment Programmes for Socio
economic Recovery and Transformation,1 17 adopted in 1989, and the 
African Charter for Popular Participation in Development and Transfor
mation,121 adopted in 1990. 

C. ACflONS OF TilE AFRICAN COUNTRIES 

Policy reforms 

17. A majority of the African countries initiated and carried out sub
stantial policy transformations during the 1986-1990 period. These have 
emphasized rationalization and liberalization of prices, especially ex
change rates, food price structures and interest rates; prioritization of pub
lic expenditure towards human investment and infrastructure; and, where 
practicable, reduction of military expenditure. These policy reforms also 
aim at more efficient public sector management, enabling measures to fa
cilitate enterprise and production and the broadening of access to economic 
and political participation (especially for women and poor rural house
holds), and they include measures to reduce poverty, especially absolute 
poverty. 

18. These policy steps were considered necessary, though generally 
risky and costly in social and political terms. For most countries undertak
ing and persisting in them, they have halted declines in per capita produc
tion. However, when such policies require extended periods of constant or 
lowered consumption, they face rising domestic opposition. Their continu
ation is frequently dependent on being able to show enhanced positive re
sults. In a minority of cases, policy transformations have not been 
attempted or have been abandoned in the face of high initial costs and 
apparently low positive results in the Programme of Action period. While 
understandable, in most cases this has led directly to continued decline of 
the economies and of the conditions of the peoples concerned, while also 
hampering increased participation and improved governance. While the 
efforts of the African Governments are key to economic progress, the 
donor community has a role in supporting these efforts. 
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Agricultural development and other sectors 
in suppm·t of agriculture 

19. In general, agricultural policies and resource allocations have been 
prioritized. These have included price and marketing structure reforms, 
restoration of infrastructure, redesigned research and extension services. 
They also include programmes to increase the resilience of small fanners 
to adverse economic circumstances. The results have been positive but in
adequate--a 4 per .;ent annual agricultural output growth rate is widely 
recognized as essential (for example, in the World Bank long-term per
spective study liS) but only 2 per cent has been attained to date. The south
em African subregion bas reached a 3 per cent trend equal to population 
growth. Constraints include inadequate technical knowledge; inefficient 
research and extension; falling world prices; inadequate access to inputs, 
despite services prioritization to domestic capacity rehabilitation; limited 
effective access of the poor, especially access by women fanners to agri
culture services and markets; inadequate financial resource availability at 
both national and farm-household level; and high-cost public and private 
sector marketing systems. 

Drought, desertification and environment 

20. Drought, desertification and environmental degradation have re
ceived attention based on fuller recognition that Africa is more threatened 
by them than is any other region. However, improved water conservation 
and use, afforestation and family forestry as part of mixed fanning, crop 
pattern alteration to lower vulnerability to drought, and other measures 
have had limited results. This is partly a factor of limited knowledge and 
experience and the short time since priorities were changed; but it also 
reflects the lack of resources to implement policies and the impact of 
pressure to export. Often, the result has been further soil impoverish
ment. 

Human resources and human conditions 

21. The rise in the proportion of people in absolute poverty to 30 per 
cent in Africa and 60 per cent in the worst afflicted countries demonstrates 
the impact of war, drought and resource shortages. In countries ravaged 
by war and natural calamities, in spite of efforts by the donor community 
to provide improved early warning systems and increased emergency as
sistance, the scarcity of food supplies led to famine. In some countries, 
emergency relief assistance could not be provided quickly enough to avert 
the displaceltlt!nt of large numbers of persons and prevent casualties. Food 
for work (paid in cash or food) programmes have been devised and im
plemented at the micro-level, as well as more generally in some States, to 
help rehabilitate drought, flood and war victims. 

22. Priority attention to human development-both in resource alloca
tions and in restructuring to improve efliciency and access to basic serv
ices--has been a central theme in over half the African States. It has halted 
the rapid decline in access to basic services and the deterioration in their 
quality that occurred during the period 1981-1985, but has achieved clear 
improvements in only a minority of cases. In many cases, efficiency
improving policies were only partially employed, partly because they re
quired resources that were not available. 

23. Human-centred concerns, such as those expressed during the 
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace and 
in the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, have deeply 
influenced African thinking. Appropriate programmes are now emerging 
and policy rethinking is more generally in process. However, the results 
to date are limited, partly because of brief experience and partly because 
integrating new elements into mainline programmes--especially in agri
culture, education and employment-has proven difficult. In the context 
of limited increase in resources for all programmes, difficult choices must 
be made in allocating available resources, often resulting in cuts in existing 
activities. Only in health services has reorientation to support the needs of 
women and children made sustained progress over the 1986-1990 period, 
notably in mother and child health care and imrnuniution. 

24. Population policies have been adopted by most African Govern
ments. However, it is unclear how much impact they have had to date. The 
link between the provision of educational and technical services, on the 
one hand, and other key elements such as reduced infant mortality, en
hanced food security, reduced malnutrition and enhanced female educa
tion, on the other hand, remains to be adequately worked out in a majority 
of cases. In cases where the link has been articulated and applied, there is 
evidence of a rapidly increasing use of services and declining family size. 
It is generally realized in Africa and by Africa's development partners that 
Africa's rapid rate of population growth, averaging over 3 per cent per 
year, slows the rate of Africa's recovery and development, thus consti-

luting a development issue to be dealt with seriously. During the period 
of the Programme of Action, there has been a clear downward trend in per 
capita health spending in real dollar terms, despite gains made in such 
areas as mother and child health care and immunization. Some diseases 
made a resurgence in Africa in the 1980s as health expenditures declined, 
with roughly two out of every three Africans now suffering from one or 
more debilitating diseases. The problem of declining health services is ex
acerbated bytbe continuing phenomenon of the "brain drain"with respect 
to trained personnel in the health field. 

25. Over the I 986- I 990 period, war imposed heavy human as well as 
financial costs on Africa (45 billion dollars in southern Africa alone, ac
cording to United Nations estimates). As of 1990, efforts to achieve peace 
have made substantial progress in southern Africa and other parts of the 
continent. The consolidation of survival policies and infrastructural safe
guards is crucial in those areas, as is their more effective pursuit in the 
remaining war-ravaged States. 

Trade and commodities 

26. African States have given priority to policies to restore exporT 
growth. The quantitative rise in export growth to 4 per cent indicates con
siderable success. Unfortunately, declines in terms of trade have more than 
cancelled out this achievement in real export-value terms. African States 
have sought to act on the Programme of Action priority focus of commod
ity market improvement. Market prices for basic commodities, in general, 
continued to fall. Compensation or stabilization schemes were unable to 
compensate for declining commodity revenues during the period of the 
Programme of Action. African Governments were unable to move rapidly 
towards structural diversification and transformation of export patterns. 
Furthermore, Africa has in many cases lost market share in the face of 
new sources of competition, although some countries have adopted poli
cies to regain it. 

Debt service 

27. African States have developed a common set of guidelines fm 
agreed debt and debt-service reduction (African Common Position on 
Africa's External Debt Crisis (l987)),t22 which was updated in 1989 and 
discussed at the fot1y-fourth session of the General Assembly, and they 
have devoted on average 30 per cent of export earnings to debt service. 
The 30 per cent of export earnings paid out covered only about 60 per cent 
of the debt service payable. The balance was largely rescheduled in ways 
that stretched out the repayments of the obligations without reducing them 
or it was added onto rising arrears balances. The Programme of Action 
goal of resolving the African external debt crisis remains largely unmet. 
External debt (largely from increased arrears, rescheduled amounts and 
accrued interest) rose 35 per cent between 1986 and 1990. Although many 
donor countries cancelled or rescheduled debt on concessional terms, both 
before and during the Programme of Action period--for example, at the 
Third Francophone Conference of Heads of State and Government, held 
at Dakar in May 1989-- in accordance, iflter alia, with relevant United 
Nations resolutions, a substantial portion of that external debt remains 
extremely ditlicult to service. The debt burden complicated Africa's task 
of mcreasing investment and rational planning with respect to fiscal and 
external accounts. A number of creditor countries and institutions have 
recently put forward proposals involving greater debt and debt-service re
duction for low-income countries, many of which are located in Africa. 
Since 1985, the Paris Club has eased the terms on which official bilateral 
debt is rescheduled for the severely indebted low-income countries, many 
of which are located in Africa. In June 1988, at the Toronto Economic 
Summit, the group of seven major industrialized countries reached an 
agreement consisting of options to be chosen by creditor countries, which 
include partial write-offs, longer repayment periods and concessional in
terest rates.t2J At the Second United Nations Conference on the Least 
Developed Countries, in September 1990, there was a call for the cancel· 
lation of all official bilateral debt owed by least developed countries and 
other low-income countries that faced severe debt problems and were im
plementing sound economic policies in the context of International Mone
tary Fund prograrnmes. 124 Another proposal was made to modify the 
Toronto terms of rescheduling by Paris Club creditors in a number of ways. 
In 1991, the group of seven major industrialized countries agreed on the 
need for additional debt-relief measures, going well beyond the relief al
ready granted under the Toronto terms. The Trinidad and Tobago terms,l25 
proposed in September 1990, as well as other proposals, are now under 
consideration in the Paris Club. An early agreement on these proposals, 
combined with appropriate adjustment actions by the African countries 
themselves, would make a genuine contribution to improving the economic 
prospects of the countries concerned. More recently, bolder initiatives, 
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such as the recent debt-reduction agreements, have aroused high expecta· 
lions among debt-distressed countries in Africa. The Personal Repre
sentative of the Secretary-General on debt proposed the cancellation of 90 
per cent of the bilateral debt service of poor countries and the conversion 
of the remainder to highly concessionallong-term loans. He also proposed 
that Toronto-type debt relief should be extended to African middle-income 
countries, as well as more concessional development financing. 

Social and political stability 

28. Problems associated with governance, accountability and the in
ternational economic environment have constrained African growth and 
development. These problems have hampered domestic savings and pri
vate investment flows, which are critical for increased productivity and 
growth. There is recognition within Africa of the link between improved 
governance and accountability, a favourable international economic envi
ronment and successful long-term development. There bas been progress 
in improving participation and stability in Africa during the period of the 
Programme of Action. The number of States severely affected by war has 
been reduced. The freedom of people to pursue their daily lives and live
lihood without fear of violence or arbitrary intervention by any person or 
institution has risen. Participation and human rights have been endorsed 
in the African Charter for Popular Participation in Development and Trans
formation.t2t Progress in policies and practices to promote participation 
and make rights more secure is visible in many States. The enjoyment 
of human rights under the rule of law is becoming more strongly en
shrined. 

Implementation at the regional and subregional levels 

29. Subregional and regional implementation have received significant 
attention, especially in eastern and southern Africa. The small size of vir
tually all African States means that many common goals can be pursued 
more efficiently in common, or on a coordinated basis, than separately. 
The Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African States has 
made significant progress towards enabling trade expansion via tariff prefer
ence, commercial clearing facilitation and documentary plus procedural 
harmonization. The Southern African Development Coordination Confer
ence has coordinated transport and communications rehabilitation and de
velopment, knowledge creation (especially in agriculture and food 
security), production expansion and the mobilization of domestic and ex
ternal finance for regionally identified priority projects, with substantial 
positive results. Other groupings-the Economic Community of West 
African States, the Arab Maghreb Union, the Union of Central African 
States and the Economic Community of Central African States-have had 
important results. The Organization of African Unity has increased its eco
nomic policy analysis and coordination capacity, leading to the African 
Common Positton on Africa's External Debt Crisis (1987)122 and to the 
adoption on 3 June 1991 at Ahuja, Nigeria, of the Treaty establishing the 
African Economic Community. 

D. AcnONS OF THE INTERNA110NAL COMMUNITY 

Governments of resource-transferring countries 

Re.<aurce flows 

30. Donor Governments understood the need in the Programme of 
Action for complementary resources to support the reforms and transfor
mations to which the African States have committed themselves. A sig
nificant number have sought to act accordingly and have maintained or 
increased real resource transfers via official development assistance since 
1985, despite, in several cases, significant budgetary constraints of their 
own. They have remained committed to Africa in the context of new needs 
in western Asia, as well as in central and eastern Europe. However, despite 
the fact that sub-Sahar.an African countries received, on a per capita basis, 
significantly larger official development assistance than other low- and 
middle-income countries and despite a 50 per cent current price increase 
in official development assistance to sub-Saharan Africa, the effects of this 
assistance have not met expectations. 

31. Bilateral official development assistance, broadly defined, rose in 
current prices from 10.6 to 16.8 billion dollars. However, in constant 1986 
prices, the change was from 13.1 to 13.9 billion dollars, only marginally 
over 1 per cent per year. Meanwhile, net export credits fell 50 per cent 
even in current terms, from over 2 billion do liars in 1985to I billion dollars 
in 1990. Net private flows other than from non-governmental organizations 
fell from 1.8 billion dollars to 1.4 billion dollars in current prices. Non
governmental organization flows rose in current terms from I billion to 
1.6 billion dollars, or about I per cent per year in constant price terms. 

Trade and commodities 

32. Action to enhance African market access and diversification of ex
ports and to reduce instability and catastrophic falls in commodity prices, 
as well as to provide compensatory finance for declines, was featured 
prominently in the Programme of Action. Protectionist barriers persist. Af· 
rican economies still depend on commodity exports, and diversification 
represents one of the highest priorities. The Stabex126 and Sysmint27 sys· 
terns and the Swiss Compensatory Financing Programme already exist. 
Various constraints, including conditionality and interest rates, restrict ac· 
cess to International Monetary Fund compensatory facilities. After having 
reached a peak in the 1970s, commodity prices have collapsed to unprece
dentedly low levels. Although exports grew in volume by 10 per cent dur
ing the 1986-1990 period over the 1981-1985 period, the share of African 
exports in world trade was dropping dramatically during the 1986-1990 
period. 

Debt obligations 

33. Debt discussion has continued, and in the past two years creditor 
country positions have altered significantly. In order to strengthen efforts 
to relieve the debt burden, creditor countries have presented a number of 
proposals for further debt alleviation. The proposed Trinidad and Tobago 
terms125 would provide for a 50 per cent debt-burden reduction-by write
offs, interest-rate cuts or repayment spread-out--{)n official debt, including 
guaranteed export credits for low-income debt-distressed countries pursu
ing serious policy reforms and transformations. Recent debt-reduction 
agreements take similar approaches to debt-distressed middle- and low
income countries. Some donor countries have proposed cuts of up to 80 
per cent for the most severely debt-distressed low-income sub-Saharan 
African economies. The Trinidad and Tobago terms envisage similar cuts 
in commercial external debt, with the present secondary market price (usu
ally under 25 per cent of face value for debt-distressed countries and under 
10 per cent for several African ones) as the starting point. Some buy-ups, 
by individual donors or under World Bank auspices, have taken place. 

34. These shifts have been too recent to have a major impact to date. 
However, they do augur well for the 1990s. About 3 per cent of Africa's 
debt burden was cancelled or rescheduled at concessional interest rates 
over the 1986-1990 period. Because this was largely on concessional 
loans, debt service due was reduced by under 2 per cent and debt service 
actually being paid was reduced by only I per cent. Other rescheduling 
did not reduce the total burden of payment (indeed by lengthening the pe
riod over which interest was payable, the rescheduling often raised it) but 
simply shifted it forward, providing some relief from arrears build-up for 
a year or two at a time. 

Technim/ a11d other external assistance 

35. Technical assistance was approximately 25 per cent of official de
velopment assistance throughout the period. Problems remained, such as 
inadequate recipient participation in the selection of experts ami the ac
countability of technical assistance personnel to national institutions and 
in the decision-making processes in Africa. The enhanced number of 
donor-paid and other technical-assistance persoanel and the increased hir
ing of African nationals for such posts did increase short-term capability 
but at the price of fragmenting national pol icy formulation and imp Iemen. 
tation and of threatening longer-tem1 African institutional and public serv
ice capacity-building. More positively, joint ventures with African training 
institutions and the creation, by the African Development Bank, the United 
Nations Development Programme and the World Bank, of the African 
Capacity Building Foundation were encouraging developments. 

United Nations system 

36. The United Nations system-including the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund-sought to influence and to support African 
efforts to regain development through structural adjustment and transfor· 
mat ion of policies and resource allocations. Multi lateral official develop
ment finance rose from 5.3 billion dollars in 1985 to 8.5 billion dollars in 
1990 or from 5.8 billion dollars to 6.5 billion dollars in 1986 constant 
prices. 

37. A substantial portion of the increase was centred on the World 
Bank, whose lending increased from an overall average of about 1.8 billion 
dollars during the 1981-1985 fiscal period to around 3 billion dollars dur
ing the 1986-1991 fiscal period. With respect to International Development 
Association replenishments eight and nine, sub-Saharan Africa's share of 
a sustained constant total was raised from 33 per cent to SO per cent. In 
addition, the World Bank spearheaded a Special Programme of Assistance 
for Africa to mobilize and coordinate bilateral funds, which provided 18 
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billion dollars in adjustment assistance and debt relief to twenty-three eli
gible African countries between 1988 and 1990. The World Bank also 
helped fund the African Capacity Building Foundation to assist in devel
oping the central economic analysis and management units in African Gov
ernments. 

38. The International Monetary Fund reduced net drawings by African 
States by 2 billion dollars during the 1985-1990 period. While 8-9 per cent 
short-term drawings were unsuitable for African requirements, the Struc
tural Adjustment Facility and its extended version, which are long-term 
low-interest facilities, remain less than half-utilized and did not fully offset 
reduction in standard terms drawings. 

39. Other United Nations agencies raised disbursements on behalf of 
Africa to about 1.5 billion dollars and to 50 per cent of all resources pro
vided globally, in particular through special programmes for African coun
tries affected by drought and desertification. While their programmes were 
focused mainly on and tested against the Programme of Action goals, they 
were limited in constant-price terms. This limitation flowed from the fi
nancial stringency confronting most United Nations agencies, and the 
United Nations Development Programme in particular, during the period 
1986-1990. 

South-South cooperation 

40. Global South-South cooperation with Africa was enhanced during 
the 1986-1990 period. The focus was primarily on southern African eco
nomic and human survival in the face of destabilization. The Action for 
Resisting Invasion, Colonialism and Apartheid Fund128 established by the 
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries raised and disbursed not insignifi
cant resources in this respect. Bilaterally, several South economies pro
vided substantial technical and financial support to Africa. 

Non-governmental organizations 

41. Non-governmental organizations, as noted, increased resource 
transfers to Africa. In some cases these transfers assisted the strengthening 
of African non-governmental organizations and worked in partnership 
with or through them. In the North, the non-governmental organizations 
were among the most effective publicists and resource mobilizers for 
Africa in general and the Programme of Action in particular. The Inter
national Conference on Popular Participation in the Recovery and Devel
opment Process in Africa, held at Arusha in February 1990, marked the 
recognition by both African and cooperating States that African non
governmental organizations and similar groupings had a crucial role in 
transforming human-centred development and good governance from 
goals into realities.l21 

Structural adjustmelll programmes 

42. Structural adjustment describes a set of actions by African Gov
ernments responding to their perceptions of the policy requirements 
needed to restore economic balance and to mobilize external resources for 
recovery and slru~iural transformation. Likewise, structural adjustment 
programmes incorporated the views of the World Bank and bilateral re
source donors of the macroeconomic policy weaknesses that hampered ef
fective response to economic shocks in many African States. 

43. Prior to 1985, structural adjustment programmes, as the World 
Bank acknowledged in the long-term perspective study, 118 were often too 
short term in approach and, as a result, depended too heavily on demand 
reduction. Since 1985 there has been a shift towards supply expansion, 
initially underwritten largely by external resource flows but, subsequently. 
partly by renewed growth of domestic output. Human investment and pov
erty reduction have emerged as major themes in structural adjustment and 
increased effort is being devoted to integrating them with the other macro
economic policy goals. 

44. Structural adjustment programmes, when also oriented towards the 
medium- and long-tenn development needs of the countries that have been 
implementing them and when persisted in, have, on average, resulted in 
output growth equal to or above population growth and also in significant 
increases in ext~rnal resource inflows. Equally, most have resulted in a 
halting of previous declines in human investment and basic services spend
ing. But their record on reduction of inflation, reduction of trade deficits 
and a reduction in numbers of people living in absolute poverty is much 
more uneven and not yet satisfactory, as the World Bank long-term per
spective study ll8 notes. How to resolve these problems and to ensure that 
new rounds of African-owned country programmes achieve both sustain
able growth and a substantial improvement in the human condition is a 
crucial question for the 1990s, which the African Governments, the World 
Bank, the United Nations Development Programme, and other resource 

providers are focusing on in national consultative groups. round-table dis
cussions and other forums. 

II. United Nations new agenda ror the 
development or Ahica In the 1990s 

A. PREAMBLE 

I. The final review and appraisal of tile implemenlal ion of the lJ oiled 
Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Devel
opment 1986-1990 offers yet another opportunity for renewing the com
mitment of tile international community to support Africa's own efforts to 
achieve self-sustaining socio-economic growth and development. It is also 
an occasion to refocus world attention on the socio-e,:onomic difficulties 
whicb continue to face the African countries. Africa's development is pri
marily tbe responsibility of Africans. The international community accepts 
the principle of shared responsibility and full partnership with Africa and 
therefore commits itself to giving full and tangible support to the African 
efforts. 

2. The circumstances which led to the adoption of the Programme of 
Action are as valid today as they were in 1986. Assessments made by Af
rican countries themselves or by the Secretary-General and many other 
organizations and independent observers point to the fact that Africa's 
socio-economic conditions a•;tually worsened overall over the past five
years of the Programme of Action period. 

3. The current critical economic situation in Africa calls for solidarity 
among States Members to act in concert to address the problem. The in
ternational community renews its efforts to assist Africa, as enunciated 
under the Programme of Action and in General Assembly resolution 43/27 
of 18 November 19R8, in which the Assembly stated, inter alia. that ''the 
African economic crisis is one that concerns the international community 
as a whole" and that "the Programme of Action provides an important 
framework for cooperation between Africa anJ the international commu
nity", which needs to be renewed in the 1990s. 

4. That is why the international community and the countries of Africa 
should renew their commitment to an agenda of cooperation for sustainable 
social and economic development of Afric~ in the 1990s. The agenda is 
specilic and clearly focused on goals and targets to be achieved within that 
time-fmme. 

5. A desirable objective should be an average real growth rate of at 
least 6 per cent per annum of gross national product throughout the period 
of the New Agenda in order for the continent to achieve sustained and 
sustainable economic growth and equitable development, increase income 
and eradicate poverty. 

6. The New Agenda has as its priority objectives the accelerated trans
formation, integration, diversification and growth of the African econo
mies, in order to strengthen them within the world economy, reduce their 
vulnerability to external shocks and increase their dynamism, internalize 
the process of development and enhance self-reliance. 

7. The New Agenda also accords special attention to human develop
ment and increased productive employment, and promotes rapid progress 
towards the achievement of human-oriented goals by the year 2000 in the 
areas of life expectancy, integration of women in development, child and 
maternal mortality, nutrition, health, water and sanitation, basic education 
and shelter. 

8. Peace is an indispensable prerequisite for development. The end of 
the cold war has opened up opportunites for the peaceful resolution of 
conflicts and for the intensification of international cooperation for devel
opment, particularly with Africa. Peace initiatives by African countries 
should be encouraged and pursued in order to bring an end to war, destabi
lization and internal conflicts so as to facilitate the creation of optimal 
conditions for development. The international community as a whole 
should endeavour to cooperate with and support the efforts of African 
countries for a rapid restoration of peace, normalization of I ife for uprooted 
populations and national socio-economic reconstruction. Resources freed 
from military expenditures in all countries can be redirected to socio
economic growth and development. 

9. In order to achieve these broad objectives, it is necessary for the 
international community to enter into a new and stronger accord with 
Africa, which would spell out clearly the ftrm commitment of the interna
tional community to support and assist Africa in its efforts to implement 
successfully its development agenda and to reduce, if not entirely elimi
nate, external impediments and obstacles to Africa's accelerated socio
economic transfonnation. This New Agenda reflects a mutuality of 
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commitments and accountability and is in two parts: what Africa commits 
itself to do and what the international community commits itself to do. 

B. INTERNATIONAL AGENDA 

1. Africa's responsibility and commitment 

(a) Achievement of sustained and sustainable growth and development 

10. Africa is committed to the implementation of policies for the trans
formation of the structure of its economies in order to achieve growth and 
development on a sustained and sustainable basis. African countries will 
persist with necessary reforms and pursue improvement of domestic eco
nomic management, including effective mobilization and utilization of do
mestic resources. 

(b) Promotion of regional and subregional economic cooperation and 
integration 

I I. Africa is resolved to pursue with vigour the policy of achieving 
effective regional and subregional economic cooperation and integration 
and is thus committed to the establishment of the African Economic Com
munity-the treaty of which was signed by African leaders on 3 June 1991 
at Abuja, Nigeria-and to the effective functioning of its subregional or
ganizations-namely, the Preferential Trade Area of Eastern and Southern 
African States, the Economic Community of West African States, the Arab 
Maghreb Union and the Southern African Development Coordination Con
ference. Africa believes that regional and subregional cooperation and in
tegration will bring about effective transformation of its economies. 

12. Africa is committed to the promotion of the sectorial integration 
of its economies and to ensuring the development and maintenance of re
liable networks of agricultural, physical, industrial and institutional infra
structures on the continent. Africa will focus its efforts on the 
implementation of programmes for the Second Transport and Communi
cations Decade in Africa and the Second Industrial Development Decade 
for Africa. 

(c) Intensification of the democratization process 

13. Africa is determined to press ahead with the democratization of 
development and the full implementation ofthe African Charter on Human 
and Peoples' Rights, the African Charter for Popular Participation in De
velopment and Transformation,121 and the Declaration of the Assembly of 
Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity on 
the Political and Socio-economic Situation in Africa and the Fundamental 
Changes Taking Place in the World, adopted on II July 1990. Africa is 
convinced that growth and do!velopment on a sustained and sustainable 
basis can come about only as a result oftbe full participation of the people 
in the development process, and to this end continues to be committed to 
pursuing the process of democratization. 

(d) Investment promotion 

14. Africa is also committed to the creation of an enabling environ
ment that attracts foreign and domestic direct investment, encourages sav
ings, induces the return of flight capital and promotes the full participation 
by the private sector, including non-governmental organizations, in the 
growth and development process. Farmers-in particular, small farmers
informal-sector traders and crafts people, and entrepreneurs constitute im
portant elements in the productive base of the economy. 

(e) Human dimension 

15. Africa is equally committed to improving the human rights and the 
living standards of its people, including the reduction of poverty. Africa 
is further committed to ensuring equality of opportunity for women at all 
levels and giving 11dequate attention to the needs of children. 

16. African countries are committed to the intensification of their ef
forts in human resource development and capacity-building, especially in 
science, technology and management, and to taking measures to arrest and 
reverse the brain drain. 

(f) Environment and development 

17. Africa is fully committed to the promotion of sustainable develop
ment at all levels of socio-economic activity. Through the Bamako Con
vention, adopted on 30 January 1991 at Bamako, Africa took the decisive 
step of banning the import of toxic waste into Africa. Moreover, the Plan 
of Action to Combat Desertification129 remains a viable framework for 
cooperation in the field of desertification. The international community is 
called upon to contribute more effectively to the implementation of the 
Plan. The programme cf relevant subregional organizations should con-

----------------------
tinue to receive the full support of Africa and the international community. 
Africa is keenly participating in international negotiations on climate 
change, bio-diversity and the preparatory process of the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development, to be held in 1992. In all 
these negotiations, Africa is fully convinced that the problems of environ
ment and development should be tackled in an integrated and balanced 
manner, fully taking into account the "polluter pays" principle. 

(g) Population and development 

18. Africa is committed to the deliberate and systematic integration of 
population factors into the development process in order, inter alia, to con
tain the tremendous strain and stress that a rapid rate of population growth 
puts on development. To that end, Africa will continue the efforts initiated 
in 1984 under the Kilimanjaro Programme of Action for African Popula
tion and Self-Reliant Development,llO which currently constitutes Africa's 
framework for devising and implementing national population policies in 
all their interrelated aspects, including a reduction in maternal and child 
mortality and provisions for family planning and female education and the 
achievement of substantial and sustained increases in the quality of life 
and standard of living of the entire population. In this regard, reference is 
also made to the Amsterdam Declaration on a Better Life for Future Gen
erations, adopted by the International Forum on Population in the Twenty· 
first Century, held at Amsterdam from 6 to 9 November 1989.131 

(b) Agriculture, rural development and food security 

19. Atiica is committed to the continued pursuit of policies and strate
gies in the agricultural and rural development sectors in order fully to in
tegrate rural economies into their national contexts and to achieve food 
security and strengthen self-reliance in food. Africa is committed to the 
improvement of agricultural policies, the enhancement of agricultural pro
ductivity, the improvement of distribution mechanisms, and the estab
lishment of reliable market schemes, credit systems and adequate storage 
facilities. Efforts will be made to provide food producers--particularly 
wome.r-with the necessary resources. 

(i) South-South cooperation 

20. Africa is determined to intensify South-South cooperation which 
Africa is convinced is an indispensable element for the success of the New 
Agenda for international cooperation. 

Gl Role ofnon-governmetllal organizations 

21. The focus of the International Agenda on popular participation, 
human resource development and capacity-building calls for an increased 
role for non-governmental organizations (African and non-African) in 
various areas, including the promotion of indigenous small-scale busi
nesses, especially in the rural sector, community development projects, 
training etc. African non-governmental organizations should particularly 
be involved, without any administrative impediment, in the mobilization 
and efficient utilization of domestic resources. 

2. Responsibility and commitment of the international community 

22. The international community commits itself to assisting Africa in 
its efforts to achieve accelerated growth and human-centred development 
on a sustained and sustainable basis. Such support will cover the areas 
discussed below. 

(a) Solution of Africa's debt problem 

23. Africa's debt burden constitutes a critical bottleneck constraining 
the recovery and development of the continent. Therefore, a major priority 
is to tackle Africa's external debt problem which is a serious threat to the 
~ontinent's r:ecovery and long-lerm development prospects. In spite of the 
unplementahon of several international initiatives, the situation bas not sig
nificantly improved. Africa's external debt exceeded 270 billion dollars in 
1990, ~th the mtio of external debt to gross domestic product and to exports 
amo~nhng to over 90 per cent and 334 per cent, respectively. The servicing 
of th1s debt accounts for over 30 per cent of the continent's exports. 

24. This situation calls for innovative and bold measures to solve Af· 
rica "s debt problems and the intensification of efforts in the context of the 
evolving international debt strategy on the part of all concerned. The inter· 
national community, therefore, in support of Africa's economic reform ef
forts, undertakes to seek to find durable solutions to the African debt crisis. 

25. A! th~ Lond_on. Econom1c Summit in July 199J,I32 the group of 
seven. maJor l?~ustnahzed countnes. ~greed that Africa deserved special 
attenhon. Part1c1pants called for add1t1onal debt relief measures in favour 
of the poorest, most indebted countries. that go well beyond the Toronto 
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terms. It called on the Paris Club to continue its discussion on bow these 
measures can best be implemented promptly. 

26. Recognizing tbe magnitude of Africa's debt problem, the measures 
envisioned by this New Agenda include: 

(a) A further cancellation or reduction of official development assist
ance debt and debt service; 

(b) Additional relief for official bilateral debt or debt service; 

(c) Encouragement of the write-off of private commercial debt and the 
use of such techniques as debt-equity swaps, tbe use of debt where appro· 
priate for the establishment of export-oriented joint ventures, debt buy
backs, debt for environment schemes and debt for poverty alleviation 
through greater use of the appropriate facilities; 

(d) Serious consideration to continuing to work towards a growth
oriented solution of the problems of African developing countries with se
rious debt-servicing problems, including those whose debt is mainly to 
official creditors or to multilateral institutions; 

(e) Early implementation of the International Monetary Fund quota in
crease under the Ninth General Review and the associated Third Amend
ment to the Articles of Agreement. 

27. Additional measures should take into account the need for Africa 
to benefit from new financial flows, particularly official development 
assistance. 

28. The international community should continue to give serious con
sideration to the proposal calling for the organization of an international 
conference on Africa's external indebtedness. 

(b) Resource flows 

29. A critical element of the support from the international community 
is the provision of adequate resource flows to Africa. These resources are 
needed to contribute to achieving sustained real growth in gross national 
product per capita. To achieve an average annual growth rate of real gross 
national product of at least 6 per cent by African countries over the course 
of the 1990s the Secretary-General has estimated that a minimum of 30 
billion dollars in net official development assistance is required in 1992, 
after which the real net official development assistance would need to grow 
at an average rate of 4 per cent per annum. The international community 
undertakes to pursue its efforts to provide additional resource flows to Af
rica which will complement domestic efforts and financial resources, bear
ing in mind these targets. The international community also reaffirms its 
commitment to work in order to attain the accepted United Nations targets 
of devoting 0.7 per cent of gross national product to official development 
assistance as well as the agreed targets established at the Second United 
Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries. 133 

30. The international community would introduce measures and devise 
programmes to encourage direct foreign investment in African countries 
and support the policy changes undertaken by African countries to attract 
foreign investment. 

(c) Commodities 

31. Diversification is a strategic short- and long-term solution to the 
severe commodity problem in Africa which has impeded its economic re
covery and development. In order to support effectively efforts to diversity 
commodity exports and boost earnings, the international community, par
ticularly the major trading partners, commit themselves to grant improved 
mark~:t access to Africa's exports through substantial reduction in or re
moval of trade barriers. To this end, the international community should 
ensure an early balanced and successful conclusion of the Uruguay Round. 
The international community commits itself to correct imperfections in 
commodity markets. 

32. In the short term, the international community recognizes the im
portance of compensatory financing through such schemes as the Com
pensatory and Contingency Financing Facility of the International 
Monetary Fund, Stabex,126 Sysmin127 and the Swiss Compensatory Fi
nancing Programme and, where appropriate, will examine the means of 
improving the scope and operations of these schemes. Efforts at i nterna
tional cooperation among producers and consumers of commodities of par
ticular importance to Africa should be renewed, with a view to increasing 
export earnings of Africa from such commodities through processing and 
technical assistance. 

(d) Support for the diversification of the African economies 

33. Diversification of the African economies provides a major way out 
of commodity export dependence and its related problems and contributes 

to the achievement of more dynamic and resilient economies. While such 
diversification is primarily the responsibility of African countries, the 
international community recognizes that additional resources will be 
required to support Africa's diversification programmes, including devel
opment of specific infrastructural and support services and the develop
ment of information networks and related services for diversification 
programmes and projects. 

34. The international community notes the proposal that an African 
diversification fund should be established to provide an essential focal 
point to galvanize the technical assistance that is required and to provide 
additional finance for the development and implementation of diversifica
tion programmes and projects. 

35. A study on the need for and the feasibility of the establishment of 
a diversification fund for Africa's commodities should urgently be under
taken by the Secretary-General for presentation in 1993 to the General 
Assembly together with the comments and observations of Member States. 
The international community will continue to support Africa's effort. 

(e) Trade 

36. In order to support effectively efforts to diversify Africa's econo
mies and to boost export earnings, the international community commits 
itself to a substantial reduction in or removal of tariff and non-tariff bar·· 
riers affecting African exports, particularly of processed, semi-processed 
and manufactured products, and to ensure continued preferential arrange
ments currently enjoyed by African exports. To this end, the international 
community should ensure an early balanced and successful conclusion of 
the Uruguay Round. 

(f) Support for regional economic integration: e1,;•:ronment, science and 
technology 

37. The international community intends to support African countries 
in their efforts to establish the African Economic Community, strengthen 
the functioning of the existing subregional intergovernmental organiza
tions and implement joint programmes and projects. 

38. Support will also be given to arresting environmental degradation 
and to enhancing !he scientific and technological capacities of African 
countries. 

(g) Role of the United Nations sysrem 

39. The United Nations system should play a major role in the imple
mentation of the International Agenda. First and foremost, the various 
United Nations organizations and specialized agencies, in their respective 
areas and sectors, should devise specific programmes lor Africa which are 
consistent with the elements of the Agenda, and devote adequate resources 
for their implementation. In this regard, special consideration should be 
given to pmgrammes that are essential in fostering the economic integra
tion of the African region, such as those related to the Second Industrial 
Development Decade for Africa and the Second Transport and Communi
cations Decade in Africa, as well as other relevar.t programmes submitted 
by regional and subregional organizations. 

40. The United Nations system should also contribute to ensuring an 
efficient follow-up and monitoring of the implementation of the Interna
tional Agenda. Specifically, a continuous assessment of Africa's perform
ance in the areas outlined in the Agenda would have a great impact in 
maintaining the momentum within and outside Africa and, eventually, for 
renewed commitments to the agreed objectives and targets. 

(h) Role of non-African non-governmental organizations 

41. Non-African non-governmental organizations should be given 
every encouragement to assist in the formulation and implementation of 
development assistance projects in the context oft he International Agenda. 
They should also assist in promoting non-governmental organi7.ations at 
the national, subregional and regional levels in Africa. 

C. FOLLOW-UP. MONITORING AND EVALUATION MACHINERY 

42. The follow-up, monitoring and evaluation of the implementation 
of the New Agenda will require the full involvement of Governments, or
ganizations and programmes of the United Nations system as well as the 
participation of intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations. 

43. To that end the following arrangements for the evaluation, assess
ment and monitoring of the New Agenda are adopted: 

(a) In 1993 the General Assembly will conduct a preliminary consid
eration of the implementation of the New Agenda; 

(b) In 1995 the Economic and Social Council will devote part of its 
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high-level segment to the consideration of the implementation of the New 
Agenda; 

(c) In 1996 the General Assembly will conduct a mid-term n:view of 
the implementation of the New Agenda; 

(d) In 1998 the Economic and Social Council will devote part of its 
high-level segment to the implementation of the New Agenda; 

(e) In the year 2000 the General Assembly will conduct the final 
n:view and assessment of the implementation of the New Agenda. 

44. For the mid-term n:view in 1996 and the final n:view and assess
ment in the year 2000, the General Assembly will take the necessary meas
ures, including, if n:quin:d, the establishment of an ad hoc committee for 
the preparation of these n:views. 

45. The Secretary-General, taking into account the n:levant inputs 
from n:levant organs, organizations and programmes of the United Nations 
system and other competent bodies, will provide an analytical assessment 
of the implementation of the New Agenda and make concrete recommen
dations thereon to the General Assembly and the Economic and Social 
Council, according to the arrangements outlined in paragraph 43 above. 

46. The assessment and recommendations of the Organization of 
African Unity on the implementation of the New Agenda will also be sub
mitted to the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council. 

47. The Secretary-General will ensure appropriate and adequate sup
port for the follow-up process, including the continuation of the effective 
public information activities and mobilization of efforts to raise interna
tional awareness of the economic crisis in Africa. 

48. The ongoing initiatives aimed at assisting Africa in its develop
ment efforts should be encouraged. In this n:gard, consultative groups such 
as the Global Coalition for Africa should assist in rallying international 
support for the implementation of the New Agenda. The Global Coalition 
for Africa may be invited to attend the meetings of the General Assembly 
and the Economic and Social Council devoted to the New Agenda for 
Africa. 

46/181. International Decade for the Eradication of 
Colonialism 

The General Assembly, 
Guided by the fundamental and universal principles en

shrined in the Charter of the United Nations and the Uni
versal Declaration of Human Rights, 54 

Reaffirming in all its tenns its resolution 1514 (XV) of 
14 December 1960, which contains the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peo
ples, 

Recalling its resolution 43/47 of22 November 1988, by 
which it declared the decade beginning in 1990 as the In
ternational Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism, 

/laving examined the three interim repons of the Secretary
General prepared in pursuance of its resolution 43/47,134 

Bearing in mind the report of the Working Group of 
the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries on Decoloniza
tion, adopted by the Conference of Ministers for Foreign 
Affairs of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Accra from 2 to 
7 September 1991,135 

Bearing in mind also the important contribution of the 
United Nations in the field of decolonization, in particular 
through the Special Committee on the Situation with re
gard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peo
ples, 

I. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the peoples of 
the remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories to self
detennination and independence in accordance with the 
Charter of the United Nations, the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peo-

pies and other relevant United Nations resolutions and 
decisions; 

2. Declares that the ultimate goal of the International 
Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism is the free ex
ercise of the right to self-detennination by the peoples of 
each and every remaining Non-Self-Governing Territory in 
accordance with resolution 1514 (XV) and all other rele
vant resolutions and decisions adopted by the General As
sembly; 

3. Declares that exercise of the right to self-determination 
should be carried out freely and without outside pressure. 
in a form reflecting authentic interests and aspirations of 
the peoples of Non-Self-Governing Territories and with 
the United Nations playing an appropriate role; 

4. Adopts the proposals contained in the annex to the 
report of the Secretary-General, dated 13 December 1991, 
to serve as a plan of action for the International Decade for 
the Eradication of Colonialism;136 

5. Invites Member States, the United Nations system 
and other governmental and non-governmental organiza
tions actively to support and participate in the implemen
tation of the plan of action. 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 

46/182. Strengthening of the coordination of humani
tarian emergency assistance of the United 
Nations 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 2816 (XXVI) of 14 December 
1971 and its subsequent resolutions and decisions on 
humanitarian assistance, including its resolution 45/100 of 
14 December 1990, 

Recalling also its resolution 44/236 of 22 December 
1989, the annex to which contains the International Frame
work of Action for the International Decade for Natural 
Disaster Reduction, 

Deeply concerned about the suffering of the victims of 
disasters and emergency situations, the loss in human lives, 
the flow of refugees, the mass displacement of people and 
the material destruction, 

Mindful of the need to strengthen further and make more 
effective the collective efforts of the international commu
nity, in particular the United Nations system, in providing 
humanitarian assistance, 

Taking note with satisfaction of the report of the Secretary
General on the review of the capacity, experience and co
ordination arrangements in the United Nations system for 
humanitarian assistance, 137 

I. Adopts the text contained in the annex to the present 
resolution for the strengthening of the coordination of 
emergency humanitarian assistance of the United Nations 
system; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution. 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 
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ANNEX 

I. GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

I. Humanitarian assistarK:e is of cardinal importance for the victims of 
natural disasters and other emergencies. 

2. Humanitarian assistance must be provided in accordance with the 
principles of humanity, neutrality and impartiality. 

3. The sovereignty, territorial integrity and national unity of States 
must be fully respected in accordance with the Charter of the United 
Nations. In this context, humanitarian assistance should be provided with 
the consent of the affected country and in principle on the basis of an ap
peal by the affected country. 

4. Each Stale bas the responsibility first and foremost to take care of 
the victims of natural disasters and other emergencies occurring on its 
territory. Hence, tbe affected State bas tbe primary role in the initiation, 
organization, coordination, and implementation of humanitarian assistance 
within its territory. 

5. The magnitude and duration of many emergencies may be beyond 
the response capacity of many affected countries. International cooperation 
to address emergency situations and to strengthen the response capacity 
of affected countries is thus of great importance. Such cooperation should 
be provided in accordance with international law and national laws. Inter
governmental and non-governmental organizations working impartially 
and with strictly humanitarian motives should continue to make a signifi
cant contribution in supplementing national efforts. 

6. States whose populations are in need of humanitarian assistance are 
called upon to facilitate the work of these organizations in implementing 
humanitarian assistance, in particular the supply of food, medicines, shel
ler and health care, for which access to victims is essential. 

7. States in proximity to emergencies are urged to participate closely 
with the affected countries in international efforts, with a view to facili
tating, to the extent possible, the transit of humanitarian assistance. 

8. Special attention should be given to disaster prevention and prepar
edness by the Governments concerned, as well as by the international com
munity. 

9. There is a clear relationship between emergency, rehabilitation and 
development. In order to ensure a smooth transition from relief to reha
bilitation and development, emergency assistance should be provided in 
ways that will be supportive of recovery and long-term development. Thus, 
emergency measures should be seen as a step towards long-term develop
ment. 

10. Economic growth and sustainable development are essential for 
prevention of and preparedness against natural disasters and other emer
gencies. Many emergencies reflect the underlying crisis in development 
facing developing countries. Humanitarian assistance should therefore he 
accompanied by a renewal of commitment to economic growth and sus
tainable development of developing countries. In this context, adequate 
n:sources must be made available to address their development problems. 

II. Contributions for humanitarian assistance should be provided in a 
way which is not to the detriment of resources made available for interna
tional cooperation lor development. 

12. The United Nations has a central and unique role to play in pro
viding leadership and coordinating tbe efforts of the international commu
nity to support the affected countries. The United Nations should ensure 
the prompt and smooth delivery of relief assistance in full respect of the 
above-mentioned principles, bearing in mind also relevant General Assem
bly resolutions, including resolutions 2816 (XXVI) of 14 December 1971 
and 45/100 of 14 December 1990. The United Nations system needs to be 
adapted and strengthened to meet present and future challenges in an ef
fective and coherent manner. It should be provided with resources com
mensurate with future requirements. The inadequacy of such resources has 
been one of the major constraints in the effective response of the United 
Nations to emergencies. 

II PREVEI'ff!ON 

13. The international community should adequately assist developing 
countries in strengthening their capacity in disaster prevention and miti
gation, both at the national and regional levels, for example, in establishing 
and enhancing integrated programmes in this regard. 

14. In order to reduce the impact of disasters there should be increased 
awareness of the need for establishing disaster mitigation strategies, par
ticularly in disaster-prone countries. There should be greater exchange and 

dissemination of existing and new technical information related to the 
assessment, prediction and mitigation of disasters. As called for in the 
International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, efforts should be 
intensified to develop measures for prevention and mitigation of natural 
disasters and similar emergencies through programmes of technical assist
ance and modalities for favourable access to, and transfer of, relevant tech
nology. 

15. The disaster management training progranune recently initiated by 
tbe Office of tbe United Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator and the 
United Nations Development Programme should be strengthened and 
broadened. 

16. Organizations of the United Nations system involved in the fund
ing and the provision of assistance relevant to the prevention of emergen
cies should be provided with sufficient and readily available resources. 

17. The international community is urged to provide tbe necessary sup
port and resources to programmes and activities undertaken to further the 
goals and objectives of the Decade. 

Ill. PREPAREDNESS 

18. International relief assistance should supplement national efforts 
to improve the capacities of developing countries to mitigate the effects 
of natural disasters expeditiously and effectively and to cope efficiently 
with all emergencies. The United Nations should enhance its efforts to 
assist developing countries to strengthen their capacity to respond to dis
asters, at the national and regional levels, as appropriate. 

Early warning 

19. On the basis of existing mandates and drawing upon monitoring 
arrangements available within the system, the United Nations should in
tensify efforts, building upon the existing capacities of relevant organiza
tions and entities of the United Nations, for the systematic pooling. 
analysis and dissemination of early-warning information on natural disas
ters and other emergencies. In this context, the United Nations should con
sider making use as appropriate of the early-warning capacities of 
Governments and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations. 

20. Early-warning information should be made available in an unre
stricted and timely manner to all interested Governments and concerned 
authorities, in particular of affected or disaster-prone countries. The 
capacity of disaster-prone countries to receive, use and disseminate this 
information should be strengthened. In this connection, the international 
community is urged to assist these countries upon request with the estab
lishment and enhancement of national early-warning systems. 

IV. STAND-BY CAPACITY 

(a) Contingency jimding arrangements 

21. Organizations and entities of the United Nations system should 
continue to respond to requests for emergency assistance within their re
spective mandates. Reserve and other contingency funding arrangements 
of these organizations and entities should be examined by their respective 
governing bodies to strengthen further their operational capacities for rapid 
and coordinated response to emergencies. 

22. In addition, there is a need for a complementary central funding 
mechanism to ensure the provision of adequate resources for use in the 
initial phase of emergencies that require a system-wide response. 

23. To that end, the Secretary-General should establish under his 
authority a central emergency revolving fund as a cash-flow mechanism 
to ensure the rapid and coordinated response of the organizations of the 
system. 

24. This fund should be put into operation with an amount of SO mil
lion United States dollars. The fund should be financed by voluntary con
tributions. Consultations among potential donors should be held to this 
end. To achieve this target, the Secretary-General should launch an appeal 
to potential donors and convene a meeting of those donors in the first 
quarter of 1992 to secure contributions to the fund on an assured, broad
based and additional basis. 

25. Resources should be advanced to the operational organizations of 
the system on the understanding that they would reimburse the fund in the 
first instance from the voluntary contributions received in response to con
solidated appeals. 

26. The operation of the fund should be reviewed after two years. 
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(b) Additional measures for rapid response 

27. The United Nations should, building upon the existing capacities 
of relevant organizations, establish a central register of all specialized per
sonnel and teams of technical specialists, as well as relief supplies, equip
ment and services available within the United Nations system and from 
Governments and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, 
that can be called upon at short notice by the United Nations. 

28. The United Nations should continue to make appropriate arrange
ments with interested Governments and intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations to enable it to have more expeditious access, 
when necessary, to their emergency relief capacities, including food re
serves, emergency stockpiles and personnel, as well as logistic support. In 
the context of the annual report to the General Assembly mentioned in 
paragraph 35 (i) below, the Secretary-General is requested to report on 
progress in this regard. 

29. Special emergency rules and procedures should be developed by 
the United Nations to enable all organizations to disburse quickly emer
gency funds, and to procure emergency supplies and equipment, as well 
as to recruit emergency staff. 

30. Disaster-prone countries should develop special emergency proce
dures to expedite the rapid procurement and deployment of equipment and 
relief supplies. 

V. CONSOUDATED APPEALS 

31. For emergencies requiring a coordinated response, the Secretary
General should ensure that an initial consolidated appeal covering all con
cerned organizations of the system, prepared in consultation with the 
affected State, is issued within the shortest possible time and in any 
event not longer than one week. In the case of prolonged emergencies, this 
initial appeal should be updated and elaborated within four weeks, as 
more information becomes available. 

32. Potential donors should adopt necessary measures to increase and 
expedite their contributions, including setting aside, on a stand-by basis, 
fmancial and other resources that can be disbursed quickly to the United 
Nations system in response to the consolidated appeals of the Secretary
General. 

VI. COORDINATION. COOPERATION AND LEADERSHIP 

(a) Leadership of the Secretary-Genera/ 

33. The leadership role of the Secretary-General is critical and must 
be strengthened to ensure better preparation for, as well as rapid and co
herent response to, natural disasters and other emergencies. This should 
be achieved through coordinated support for prevention and preparedness 
measures and the optimal utilization of, inter alia, an inter-agency standing 
committee, consolidated appeals, a central emergency revolving fund and 
a register of stand-by capacities. 

34. To this end, and on the understanding that the requisite resources 
envisaged in paragraph 24 above would be provided, a high-level official 
(emergency relief coordinator) would be designated by the Secretary
General to work closely with and with direct access to him, in cooperation 
with the relevant organizations and entities of the system dealing with hu
manitarian assistance and in full respect of their mandates, without preju
dice to any decisions to be taken by the General Assembly on the overall 
restructuring of the Secretariat of the United Nations. This high-level 
official should combine the functions at present carried out in the coordi
nation of United Nations response by representatives of the Secretary
General for major and complex emergencies, as well as by the United 
Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator. 

35. Under the aegis of the General Assembly and working under the 
direction of the Secretary-General, the high-level official would have the 
following responsibilities: 

(a) Processing requests from affected Member States for emergency 
assistance requiring a coordinated response; 

(b) Maintaining an overview of all emergencies through, inter alia, the 
systematic pooling and analysis of early-warning information as envisaged 
in paragraph 19 above, with a view to coordinating and facilitating the 
humanitarian assistance of the United Nations system to those emergencies 
that require a coordinated response; 

(c) Organizing, in consultation with the Government of the affected 
count!)', a joint inter-agency needs-assessment mission and preparing a 
consolidated appeal to be issued by the Secretary-General, to be followed 

by periodic situation reports including information on all sources of exter
nal assistance; 

(d) Actively facilitating, including through negotiation if needed, the 
access by the operational organizations to emergency areas for the rapid 
provision of emergency assistance by obtaining the consent of all parties 
concerned, through modalities such as the establishment of temporary re· 
lief corridors where needed, days and zones of tranquility and other forms; 

(e) Managing, in consultation with the operational organizations con
cerned, the central emergency revolving fund and assisting in the mobili
zation of resources; 

(f) Serving as a central focal point with Governments and intergovern
mental and non-governmental organizations concerning United Nations 
emergency relief operations and, when appropriate and necessal)', mobilizing 
their emergency relief capacities, including through consultations in his 
capacity as Chairman of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee; 

(g) Providing consolidated information, including early warning on 
emergencies, to all interested Governments and concerned authorities, par
ticularly affected and disaster-prone countries, drawing on the capacities 
of the organizations of the system and other available sources; 

(h) Actively promoting, in close collaboration with concerned organi
zations, the smooth transition from relief to rehabilitation and reconstruc
tion as relief operations under his aegis are phased out; 

(i) Preparing an annual report for the Secretary-General on the coor
dination of humanitarian emergency assistance, including information 
on the central emergency revolving fund, to be submitted to the General 
Assembly through the Economic and Social Council. 

36. The high-level official should be supported by a secretariat based 
on a strengthened Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator 
and the consolidation of existing offices that deal with comple:>. emergen
cies. This secretariat could be supplemented by staff seconded from con
cerned organizations of the system. The high-level official should work 
closely with organizations and entities of the United Nations system, as 
well as the International Committee of the Red Cross, the League of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies, the International Organization for 
Migration and relevant non-governmental organizations. At the ·;ountl)' 
level, the high-level official would maintain close contact with and provide 
leadership to the resident coordinators on matters relating to humanitarian 
assistance. 

37. The Secretary-General should ensure that arrangements between 
the high-level official and all relevant organizations are set in place, es
tablishing responsibilities for prompt and coordinated action in the event 
of emergency. 

(b) fnler-Agency Standing Committee 

38. An Inter-Agency Standing Committee serviced by a strengthened 
Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator should be estab
lished under the chairmanship of the high-level official with the participa
tion of all operational organizations and with a standing invitation to the 
International Committee of the Red Cross, the League of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies, and the International Organization for Migration. 
Relevant non-governmental organizations can be invited t<> participate on 
an ad hoc basis. The Committee should meet as soon as possible in re
sponse to emergencies. 

(c) Country-level coordination 

39. Within the overall framework described above and in support of 
the efforts of the affected countries, the resident coordinator should nor
mally coordinate the humanitarian assistance of the United Nations system 
at the country level. He/She should facilitate the preparedness of the 
United Nations system and assist in a speedy transition from relief to de
velopment. He/She should promote the use of all locally or regionally 
available relief capacities. The resident coordinator should chair an emer
gency operations group of field representatives and experts from the sys
tem. 

VII. CONTINUUM FROM REUEF TO REHAB!LIT ATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

40. Emergency assistance must be provided in ways that wi II be sup
portive of recovery and long-term development. Development assistance 
organizations of the United Nations system should be involved at an early 
stage and should collaborate cl<>sely with those responsible for emergency 
relief and recovery, within their existing mandates. 

41. International cooperation and support for rehabilitation and recon
struction should continue with sustained intensity after the initial relief 



S2 Genenl Assembly-Forty-sixth Session 

stage. The rehabilitation phase should be used as an opportunity to restruc
ture and improve facilities and services destroyed by emergencies in order 
to enable them to withstand the impact of future emergencies. 

42. International cooperation should be accelerated for the develop
ment of developing countries, thereby contributing to reducing tbe occur
rence and impact of future disasters and emergencies. 

46/219. Operational activities of the United Nations 
system 

The General Assemb~y, 
Reaffirming the continuing validity of its resolutions 

2688 (XXV) of 11 December 1970, 3362 (S-VII) of 16 
September 1975,321197 of20 December 1977,42/196 of 
11 December 1987,44/211 of22 December 1989, S-18/3 
of 1 May 1990 and 45/l99 of 21 December 1990, 

Emphasizing the importance of strengthening the opera
tional activities for development of the United Nations sys
tem in accordance with the above-mentioned resolutions, 

Reaffirming that the fundamental characteristics of the 
operational activities of the United Nations system should 
be, inter alia, their universality, their voluntary and grant 
nature, their neutrality and multilateralism, and their ability 
to respond to the needs and concerns of the developing 
countries, at their request and in accordance with their de
velopment plans, priorities and objectives, 

tyoting wit~ concern that progress in implementing parts 
?fIts resolution 44/211 has been disappointing and stress
mg the need for more vigorous efforts to implement the 
resolution in areas in which the implementation ha<; been 
unsatisfactory, 

Recognizing the need to give guidance to the Director
General for Development and International Economic Co
operation in the preparation of the report for the next tri
ennial policy review of operational activities, 

I. Takes note of the report of the Director-General for 
Development and International Economic Cooperation on 
operational activities of the United Nations system; 138 

2. Reaffirms the importance of its resolution 44/211 
and the need for coordinated and full implementation of 
the resolution by the relevant organs, organizations and 
bodies of the United Nations system, taking into account 
the interrelationships among issues; 

3. Also reaffirms the principal responsibility of Gov
ernments in managing programmes and projects supported 
by the United Nations system; 

4. Takes note of decision 91/32 on support costs suc
cessor arrangements, adopted by the Governing Council of 
the United Nations Development Programme on 25 June 
1991;139 

5. Calls upo~ the international community, in particu
lar donor countnes, for a real and significant increase in 
reso~ces for op~rational activities for development on a 
contm~ous, predictable ~d assured basis and urges all 
countnes to mcrease theJT voluntary contributions for op
erational activities for development; 

6. Urges developed countries, in particular those coun
tries whose overall performance is not commensurate with 
their capacity, taking into account established official de
velopment assistance targets, including targets established 
at the Second United Nations Conference on the Least De
veloped Countries 133 and present levels of contribution. to 
substantially increase their official development assist-

ance, including contributions to the operational activities 
of the United Nations system; 

7. Takes note of decision 91/27 on national execution, 
adopted by the Governing Council of the Programme on 
21 June 1991;139 

8. Stresses that the national execution modality should 
be the norm for programmes and projects funded by the 
United Nations system, taking into account the needs and 
capacities of developing countnes; 

9. Also stresses the principal responsibility of develop
ing countries in determining their capacity to execute pro
grammes and projects funded by the United Nations sys
tem; 

10. Calls upon the United Nations system to simplify 
the rules and procedures for national execution within the 
framework of enhanced accountability, particularly in or
der to minimize the administrative burden of Governments 
and the costs of managing projects and programmes; 

II. Also calls upon the organizations of the United 
Nations system to intensify their efforts to assist develop
ing countries, at their request, in developing their multi
sectoral, sectoral and subsectoral strategies, which should 
provide a framework for coordinated and coherent pro
gramming, and stresses the need to enhance the coherence 
of the. response of the United Nations system to these 
strategies; 

12. Reaffirms the continued validity ofthe resident co
ordinator system as detailed in the relevant resolutions of 
the General Assembly, and the urgent need to strengthen 
the effectiveness of the resident coordinator system; 

13. Also reajJirms the need to improve cooperation be
tween individual agencies at the field level; 

14 ... Calls upon the organs, organizations and bodies of 
the Umted Nations system to utilize existing capacities to 
enhance the participation of nationals in projects and pro
grammes; 

15. Welcomes the proposal of the Director-General to 
un?e.rtake a fe~ibili!y .study on a coordinated strategy of 
trammg for Umted NatiOns staff members and national of
ficials involved in operational activities and requests him 
to submit the study, with his recommendations, to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session; 

16. .Urges the agencies of the United Nations system 
to. contmu~ and expand, within existing resources, their 
JOint trammg programmes for United Nations country 
teams and urges that these programmes be expanded to the 
country level and include Government officials; 

. 17. Reaffirms the importance of the triennial policy re
view of operational activities to be undetiak.en by the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-sevenrh session, which should 
build on and, where necessary, elaborate further the ele
ments of il~ resolution 44/211; 

18. Request~ the Director-General to include in his tri
ennial policy rev1ew a report on the implementation of 
re~olutJo~ 44/211 and recommendations on programming 
wtth part1cular emphasis on the following: 

(a) The harmo~ization ~d adapt~tion of the pro
gral!lme cycles of all fundmg agencies of the United 
NatiOns system to the plarming periods of national Gov
ernments, and further consideration to the introduction of 
budgetary cycles on a rolling-cycle basis: 

(b) The simplification of procedures relating to project 
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formulation, appraisals, monitoring and evaluation, taking 
into account the need to focus on the impact and sustain
ability of projects and programmes; 

(c) The improvement of programme evaluation and 
management audit systems, including the need for impact 
evaluation, with a view to assessing the efficiency, impact 
and sustainability of projects and programmes; 

19. Requests the Director-General to include in his re
port for the triennial policy review a further analysis of the 
concept of and recommendations on the integrated opera
tional response of the United Nations system; 

20. Also requests the Director-General to include in 
his report, in consultation with recipient Governments and 
donors, an assessment and analysis of the progress made 
in the shift from a project to a programme approach, bear
ing in mind, inter alia, the work being carried out by the 
United Nations Development Programme in this regard; 

21. Further requests the Director-General to include in 
his report measures already taken on and proposals for de
centralization of capacity and authority to the country 
level, including budgetary flexibility and rationalization of 
functions between headquarters and field offices, com
bined with enhanced accountability, taking into account, 
inter alia, negotiations and decisions relating to the project 
cycle, procurement of equipment, provision of training and 
recruitment of personnel; 

22. Requests the Director-General to include in his 
report, in consultation with recipient Governments and 
donors, an analysis of the progress made on and recom
mendations to promote further national execution, taking 
into account, in particular: 

(a) Experience in utilizing national capacities and 
ways of promoting national participation in projects and 
programmes so as to maximize national capacity-building 
and to meet country-specific needs; 

(b) Identification of systemic and institutional obsta
cles and disincentives in the operational activities for de
velopment of the United Nations system which impede the 
full implementation of national execution; 

(c) Harmonization and simplification of procedures, 
aiming at a higher degree of transparency, and their adap
tation to the needs of the developing countries; 

(d) Improving accountability through training and de
velopment in national monitoring capacity, as well as in 
auditing and financial reporting; 

(e) Ways of reorienting the technical capacity of the 
United Nations system to meet the needs identified by the 
developing countries, including measures in the areas of 
policy, technical support and the provision of information, 
including access to databases of the United Nations sys
tem; 

23. Also requests the Director-General to include in his 
report recommendatiOns to strengthen the field repre
sentation of the United Nations system, with particular em
phasis on the following: 

(a) The team leadership role of the resident coordina
tor, including an assessment of the impact of the existing 
set of guidelines and recommendations for the strengthen
ing of this role; 

(b) The development of the capacity of the United 
Nations system, at the country level, to provide technical 
and substantive support to developing countries, inter alia 

through the establishment of multidisciplinary teams to 
meet country-specific needs; 

24. Stresses, in the context of the triennial review, the 
need for a well-defined but flexible management process 
to guide the implementation of key measures in enhancing 
the effectiveness of operational activities; 

25. Requests the Director-General to include in his re
port an assessment of progress made in achieving common 
premises and to propose a plan for the full achievement of 
this objective, where feasible and appropriate and without 
any additional costs to developing countries; 

26. Also requests the Director-General to include in his 
report an assessment of and appropriate recommendations 
on the contribution of the operational activities of the 
United Nations system to the enhancement of national ca
pacities of developing countries in the field of science and 
technology; 

27. Reaffirms the importance of human development 
and requests the Director-General to include in his report 
an assessment of and appropriate recommendations for 
strengthening the support given by the operational activi
ties of the United Nations system, at the request of de
veloping countries, to sectors vital for human develop
ment; 

28. Further requests the Director-General to include in 
his updated statistical report innovative and concrete rec
ommendations to increase substantially procurement from 
developing countries, paying due respect to the principles 
of international competitive bidding while acknowledging 
the commitment to procurement from underutilized major 
donor countries in accordance with the principles of inter
national competitive bidding, taking into account the 
standardization and compatibility needs of developing 
countries: 

29. Requests the Secretary-General to make available 
to the Office of the Director-General the neces:,ary re
sources, within the overall level for the biennium 1992-
1993, to enable it to discharge its responsibilities in the 
implementation of the present resolution and resolution 
44/211; 

30. Requests the executive heads of United Nations or
gans, organizations and bodies to cooperate fully with the 
Director-General and provide him with all necessary assi5t
ance, including secondment on a non-reimbursable basis, 
to enable him to prepare an action-oriented report. 

Nmr.s 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

1 For the decisions adopted without reference to a Main Committee, see 
sect. X.B.l. 
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46/25. Transparency of military expenditures 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 35/142 B of 12 December 1980, 

which introduced the United Nations system for the stand
ardized reporting of military expenditures, 

Noting that since then national reports on military ex
penditures have voluntarily been submitted by a number 
of Member States belonging to different geographic re
gions, 

Expressing its appreciation to the Secretary-General for 
providing Member States with the reports on military ex
penditures, 

Welcoming the decision of the States participating in the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, as con
tained in the 1990 Vienna Document of the negotiations on 
confidence- and security-building measures, to exchange 
annually information on their military budgets, on the 
basis of the categories of the United Nations standardized
reporting system, 

Welcoming also the recent progress achieved in arms 
limitations and disarmament, which, in the long term, 
will lead to significant reductions in military expendi
tures, 

Convinced that the end of the East-West confrontation 
and the resulting improvement of international relations 
form a sound basis for promoting further openness and 
transparency on all military matters, 

Emphasizing that an increased tlow and exchange of in
formation on military expenditures will contribute to the 
predictability of military activities, thus strengthening in
ternational peace and security on a global and regional 
level, 

Recalling that the Disarmament Commission, in deal
ing with objective information on military matters, is 
currently developing principles, mechanisms and guide
lines aimed at the enhancement of openness and trans
parency in military matters, including military expendi
tures, 

l. Calls upon all Member States to participate in 
the United Nations system for the standardized report
ing of military expenditures as adopted by the General 
Assembly; 

2. Encourages the Disarmament Commission to final
ize its work on objective information on military matters 
in 1992; 

3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-eighth session an item entitled "Transparency of 
military expenditures". 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

46/26. Compliance with arms limitation and disarma
ment agreements 

The General Assembly, 

Reaffirming its resolution 44/122 of 15 December 1989, 

Recognizing the abiding concern of all Member States 
for maintaining respect for rights and obligations 
arising from treaties and other sources of international 
law, 

Convinced that observance of the Charter of the United 
Nations, relevant treaties and other sources of interna
tional law is essential for the strengthening of intemational 
security, 

Mindful, in particular, of the fundamental importance of 
full implementation and strict observance of agreements on 
arms limitation and disarmament if individual nations and 
the international community are to derive enhanced secu
rity from them, 

Stressing that any violation of such agreements not 
only adversely affects the security of States parties but 
can also create security risks for other States relying on 
the constraints and commitments stipulated in those 
agreements, 

Stressing also that any weakening of confidence in such 
agreements diminishes their contribution to global or re
gional stability and to further disarmament and arms limi
tation efforts and undermines the credibility and effective
ness of the international legal system, 

Recognizing, in this context, that full compliance by par
ties with existing agreements and the resolving of compli
ance concerns effectively can, inter alia, facilitate the con-
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elusion of additional arms limitation and disarmament 
agreements, 

Believing that compliance with arms limitation and 
disarmament agreements by States parties is a matter 
of interest and concern to all members of the interna
tional community, and noting the role that the United 
Nations has played and should continue to play in that 
regard, 

Convinced that resolution of non-compliance questions 
that have arisen with regard to agreements on arms limita
tions and disarmament would contribute to better relations 
among States and the strengthening of world peace and 
security, 

Noting recent developments in international relations, 
and welcoming the universal recognition of the critical 
importance of the question of compliance with and 
verification of arms limitation and disarmament agree
ments, 

l. Urges all States parties to arms limitation and dis
armament agreements to implement and comply with the 
entirety of the spirit and provisions of such agreements; 

2. Calls upon all Member States to give serious con
sideration to the implications of non-compliance with 
those obligations for international security and stability, as 
well as for the prospects for further progress in the field of 
disarmament; 

3. Also calls upon all Member States to support efforts 
aimed at the resolution of non-compliance questions, with 
a view to encouraging strict observance by all parties of 
the provisions of arms limitation and disarmament agree
ments and maintaining or restoring the integrity of such 
agreements; 

4. Welcomes the role that the United Nations has 
played in restoring the integrity of certain arms limitation 
and disarmament agreements and in the removal of threats 
to peace; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to pro
vide assistance that may be necessary in restoring and pro
tecting the integrity of arms limitation and disarmament 
agreements; 

6. Encourages efforts by States parties to develop 
additional cooperative measures, as appropriate, that can 
increase confidence in compliance with existing arms limi
tation and disarmament agreements and reduce the possi
bility of misinterpretation and misunderstanding; 

7. Notes, in this connection, the contribution that 
verification experiments and research can make and al
ready have made in confirming and improving verifi
cation procedures in arms limitation and disarmament 
agreements under negotiation, thereby providing an 
opportunity, from the time that such agreements enter 
into force, for enhanced confidence in the effectiveness of 
verification procedures as a basis for determining compli
ance; 

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-eighth session the item entitled "Compliance with 
arms limitation and disarmament agreements". 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

46/27. Education and information for disarmament 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 44/123 of 15 December 1989. 
Taking into account the Final Document of the Tenth 

Special Session of the General Assembly,2 in particular 
paragraph I 06 thereof, in which the Assembly urged Gov
ernments and governmental and non-governmental inter
national organizations to take steps to develop programmes 
of education for disarmament and peace studies at all 
levels, 

Considering that paragraphs 99, I 00 and I 0 I of the Final 
Document provide for the mechanisms of a programme to 
mobilize world public opinion on behalf of disarmament, 
including the dissemination of information and publicity to 
complement the educational work, 

Also considering that the World Disarmament Campaign 
plays an important role in complementing the educational 
efforts on behalf of disarmament carried out by Member 
States within their own educational and cultural develop
ment systems, 

Recognizing that, in order to achieve irreversible results, 
it will be indispensable to carry out training programmes 
at all levels of formal education for the purpose of chang
ing basic attitudes with respect to aggression, violence, 
armaments and war, 

Noting with satisfaction the important changes that have 
taken place in many systems of government throughout the 
world aimed at promoting freedom, democracy, respect for 
and enjoyment of human rights, disarmament and eco
nomic and social development, 

I. Expresses appreciation to the Secretary-General for 
his report submitted pursuant to resolution 44/123; 3 

2. Also expresses appreciation for the valuable infor
mation contained in the report as provided by Member 
States, international governmental organizations, non
governmental organizations and educational institutions 
for peace and disarmament; 

3. Reiterates that, in order to achieve the desired re
sults, it is indispensable to carry out training programmes 
at all levels of formal education for the purpose of chang
ing basic attitudes with respect to aggression, violence, 
armaments and war, especially at a time when important 
changes have taken place in many systems of government 
throughout the world aimed at promoting freedom, democ
racy, respect for and enjoyment of human rights, disarma
ment and economic and social development; 

4. Considers that attainment of the vital objectives set 
out in the World Disarmament Campaign of informing, 
educating and generating understanding of and support for 
the goals of the United Nations in the sphere of disarma
ment would make a positive contribution to implementing 
the proposals contained in the Final Document of the Tenth 
Special Session of the General Assembly and set out in the 
first preambular paragraph above; 

5. Invites Member States and international governmen
tal and non-governmental organizations and educational 
institutions for peace and disarmament to redouble their ef
forts to respond to the appeal made in paragraph I 06 of the 
Final Document and to submit to the Secretary-General a 
report on their activities in this regan!; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit the reports 
requested in paragraph 5 above to the General Assembly 
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at its forty-eighth session under the item entitled "Educa
tion and informatiqn for disarmament". 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

46/28. Amendment of the Treaty Banning Nuclear 
Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer 
Space and under Water 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 44/106 of 15 December 1989 

and 45/50 of 4 December 1990, 
Reiterating its conviction that a comprehensive nuclear

test-ban treaty is the highest-priority measure for the ces
sation of the nuclear-arms race and for the achievement of 
the objective of nuclear disarmament, 

Recalling also the central role of the United Nations 
in the field of nuclear disarmament and in particular in 
the cessation of all nuclear-test explosions, as well as the 
persistent efforts of non-governmental organizations in 
the achievement of a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban 
treaty, 

Conscious of the growing environmental concerns 
throughout the world and of the past and potential negative 
effects of nuclear testing on the environment, 

Recalling its resolution 1910 (XVIII) of 27 November 
1963, in which it noted with approval the Treaty Banning 
Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space 
and under Water,4 s•gned on 5 August 1963, and requested 
the Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Dis
armament5 to continue with a sense of urgency its negotia
tions to achieve the objectives set forth in the preamble to 
the Treaty, 

Recalling also that more than one third of the parties to 
the Treaty requested the Depositary Governments to con
vene a conference to consider an amendment that would 
convert the Treaty into a comprehensive test-ban treaty, 

Reiterating its conviction that the Amendment Confer
ence of the States Parties to the Treaty Banning Nuclear 
Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and 
under Water will facilitate the attainment of the objectives 
set forth in the Treaty and thus serve to strengthen it, 

Recalling fUrther its recommendation that arrangements 
be made to ensure that intensive efforts continue, under the 
auspices of the Amendment Conference, until a compre
hensive nuclear-test-ban treaty is achieved, 

1. Notes with satisfaction that a substantive session of 
the Amendment Conference of the States Parties to the 
Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, 
in Outer Space and under Water was held in New York 
from 7 to 18 January 1991, and takes note of its report;6 

2. Takes note of the decision adopted by the Amend
ment Conference7 to the effect that, since further work 
needed to be undertaken on certain aspects of a compre
hensive test-ban treaty, especially those with regard to 
verification of compliance and possible sanctions against 
non-compliance, the President of the Conference should 
conduct consultations with a view to achieving progress on 
those issues ar.d to resuming the work of the Conference 
at an appropriate time; 

3. Welcome.s the ongoing consultations being con
ducted by the President of the Amendment Conference and 

the holding in 1992 of more structured open-ended con
sultations, as well as the establishment of a group of 
friends of the President in order to examine various aspect" 
of a comprehensive nuclear-test ban, with a view to resum
ing the work of the Conference as soon as possible there
after; 

4. Calls upon all parties to the Treaty Banning Nuclear 
Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and 
under Water to participate in, and to contribute to the suc
cess of, the Amendment Conference for the achievement 
of a comprehensive nuclear-test ban at an early date, as an 
indispensable measure towards implementation of their 
undertakings in the preamble to the Treaty; 

5. Urges all States, especially those nuclear-weapon 
States which have not yet done so, to adhere to the Treaty; 

6. Recommends that arrangements should be made to en
sure the fullest possible participation of non-governmental 
organizations in the Amendment Conference; 

7. Reiterates its conviction that, pending the conclu
sion of a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty, the 
nuclear-weapon States should suspend all nuclear-test 
explosions through an agreed moratorium or unilateral 
moratoria; 

8. Stresses once again the importance of ensuring ade
quate coordination among the various negotiating forun1s 
dealing with a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty; 

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Amendment of the 
Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, 
in Outer Space and under Water". 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

46/29. Comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling previous resolutions which identify the com
plete cessation of nuclear-weapon tests and a comprehen
sive test ban as one of the basic objectives in the field of 
disarmament, 

Convinced that a nuclear war cannot be won and must 
never be fought, 

Welcoming the improved relationship between the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of 
America and their consequent announcements of signifi
cant measures, including unilateral steps, which could sig
nal the reversal of the nuclear-arms race, 

Welcoming also the Treaty between the United States of 
America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on 
the Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms, 
signed on 31 July 1991, and expressing the hope that it will 
be followed by agreement at an early date on further cuts 
in strategic nuclear arsenals, 

Recognizing the ratification of the Treaty between the 
United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics on the Limitation of Underground Nuclear 
Weapon Tests,8 signed on 3 July 1974, and the Treaty 
between the United States of America and the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics on Underground Nuclear Ex
plosions for Peaceful Purposes,9 signed on 28 May 1976. 
together with their protocols, 
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Noting the decline, in comparison with previous years, 
in the number of nuclear tests conducted in 1990, 

Convinced that an end to nuclear testing by all States in 
all environments for all time is an essential step in order 
to prevent the qualitative improvement and development 
of nuclear weapons and their further proliferation and to 
contribute, along with other concurrent efforts to reduce 
nuclear arms, to the eventual elimination of nuclear 
weapons, 

Noting also concerns expressed about the environmental 
and health risks associated with underground nuclear 
testing, 

Convinced also that the most effective way to achieve 
an end to nuclear testing is through the conclusion, at an 
early date, of a verifiable, comprehensive nuclear-test-ban 
treaty that will attract the adherence of all States, 

Taking into account the undertakings by the original par
ties to the 1963 Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in 
the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and under Water4 to seek 
to achieve the early discontinuance of all test explosions 
of nuclear weapons for all time, and also noting the re
iteration of this commitment in the 1968 Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons,10 

Noting with satisfaction the work being undertaken 
within the Conference on Disarmament by the Ad Hoc 
Group of Scientific Experts to Consider International Co
operative Measures to Detect and Identify Seismic Events, 
and in this context welcoming the second technical test 
concerning the global exchange and analysis of seismic 
data, 

Recalling that the Amendment Conference of the States 
Parties to the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the 
Atmosphere, in Outer Space and under Water was held in 
New York from 7 to 18 January 1991, 

1. Reaffirms its conviction that a treaty to achieve the 
prohibition of all nuclear-test explosions by all States in 
all environments for all time is a matter of priority which 
would constitute an essential step in order to prevent the 
qualitative improvement and development of nuclear 
weapons and their further proliferation, and which would 
contribute to the process of nuclear disarmament; 

2. Urges, therefore, all States to seek to achieve the 
early discontinuance of all nuclear-test explosions for all 
time; 

3. Reaffirms the particular responsibilities of the Con
ference on Disarmament in the negotiation of a compre
hensive nuclear-test-ban treaty, and in this context urges 
the re-establishment of the Ad Hoc Committee on a Nu
clear Test Ban in 1992 with an appropriate mandate; 

4. Requests the Conference on Disarmament, in this 
context, to intensify its substantive work on specific and 
interrelated test-ban issues, including structure and scope 
and verification and compliance, taking also into account 
all relevant proposals and future initiatives; 

5. Urges the Conference on Disarmament: 
(a) To take into account the progress achieved by the 

Ad Hoc Group of Scientific Experts to Consider Interna
tional Cooperative Measures to Detect and Identify Seis
mic Events, including the experience gained from the tech
nical test concerning the global exchange and analysis of 
seismic data, and other relevant initiatives; 

(b) To continue efforts to establish, with the widest 
possible participation, an international seismic monitoring 

network with a view to developing further a system for the 
effective monitoring and verification of compliance with a 
comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty; 

(c) To investigate other measures to monitor and verify 
compliance with such a treaty, including on-site inspec
tions, satellite monitoring and an international network to 
monitor atmospheric radioactivity; 

6. Urges: 
(a) The nuclear-weapon States to agree promptly to ap

propriate verifiable and militarily significant interim meas
ures, with a view to concluding a comprehensive nuclear
test-ban treaty; 

(b) Those nuclear-weapon States which have not yet 
done so to adhere to the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon 
Tests in the Atmosphere. in Outer Space and under Water; 

7. Calls upon the Conference on Disarmament to re
port to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session 
on progress made; 

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session an item entitled "Comprehensive 
nuclear-test-ban treaty". 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

46/30. Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone 
in the region of the Middle East 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 3263 (XXIX) of 9 December 

1974,3474 (XXX) of II December 1975,31/71 of 10 De
cember 1976,32/82 of 12 December 1977,33/64 of 14 De
cember 1978, 34177 of 11 December 1979, 35/147 of 12 
December 1980,36/87 of9 December 1981,37175 of9 
December 1982, 38/64 of 15 December 1983,39/54 of 12 
December 1984, 40/82 of 12 December 1985, 41/48 of 3 
December 1986,42/28 of30 November 1987,43/65 of7 
December 1988, 44/108 of 15 December 1989 and 45/52 
of 4 December 1990 on the establishment of a nuclear
weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East, 

Recalling also the recommendations for the estab
lishment of such a zone in the Middle East consistent with 
paragraphs 60 to 63, and in particular paragraph 63 (d), of 
the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the 
General Assembly,2 

Emphasizing the basic provisions of the above-mentioned 
resolutions, which call upon all parties directly concerned 
to consider taking the practical and urgent steps re
quired for the implementation of the proposal to establish 
a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle 
East and, pending and during the establishment of such 
a zone, to declare solemnly that they will refrain, on a 
reciprocal basis, from producing, acquiring or in any 
other way possessing nuclear weapons and nuclear ex
plosive devices and from permitting the stationing of nu
clear weapons on their territory by any third party, to 
agree to place all their nuclear facilities under Interna
tional Atomic Energy Agency safeguards and to declare 
their support for the establishment of the zone and to 
deposit such declarations with the Security Council for 
consideration, as appropriate, 

Reaffirming the inalienable right of all States to acquire 
and develop nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. 
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Emphasizing also the need for appropriate measures on 
the question of the prohibition of military attacks on nu
clear facilities, 

Bearing in mind the consensus reached by the General 
Assembly at its thirty-fifth session that the establishment 
of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle 
East would greatly enhance international peace and secu
rity, 

Desirous of building on that consensus so that substan
tial progress can be made towards establishing a nuclear
weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East, 

Welcoming all initiatives leading to general and com
plete disarmament, including in the region of the Middle 
East, and in particular on the establishment therein of a 
zone free of weapons of mass destruction, including nu
clear weapons, 

Emphasizing the essential role of the United Nations in 
the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the 
region of the Middle East, 

Having examined the report of the Secretary-General on 
the implementation of resolution 45/52,11 

1. Urges all parties directly concerned to consider se
riously taking the practical and urgent steps required for 
the implementation of the proposal to establish a nuclear
weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East in ac
cordance with the relevant resolutions of the General As
sembly, and, as a means of promoting this objective, 
invites the countries concerned to adhere to the Treaty on 
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons;10 

2. Calls upon all countries of the region that have not 
done so, pending the establishment of the zone, to agree to 
place all their nuclear activities under International Atomic 
Energy Agency safeguards; 

3. Invites all countries of the region, pending the estab
lishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the 
Middle East, to declare their support for establishing such 
a zone, consistent with paragraph 63 (d) of the Final Docu
ment of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assem
bly, and to deposit those declarations with the Security 
Council; 

4. Also invites those countries, pending the estab
lishment of the zone, not to develop, produce, test or other
wise acquire nuclear weapons or permit the stationing on 
their territories, or territories under their control, of nuclear 
weapons or nuclear explosive devices; 

5. Invites the nuclear-weapon States and all other 
States to render their assistance in the establishment of the 
zone and at the same time to refrain from any action that 
runs counter to both the letter and the spirit of the present 
resolution; 

6. Invites all parties to consider the appropriate means 
that may contribute towards the goal of general and com
plete disarmament and the establishment of a zone free of 
weapons of mass destruction in the region of the Middle 
East; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to conduct further 
consultations with the States of the region and other 
concerned States, on the basis of the study undertaken 
by him in accordance with paragraph 8 of resolution 
43/65,12 as well as the views and suggestions submitted 
by Member States in accordance with paragraph 9 of 
resolution 45/52,11 taking into account the evolving situ
ation in the region, to explore further the ways and means 

of establishing a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle 
East; 

8. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session a report on 
the implementation of the present resolution; 

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Establishment of a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle 
East". 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

46/31. Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone 
in South Asia 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 3265 B (XXIX) of 9 December 

1974,3476 B (XXX) of 11 December 1975,31173 of 10 
December 1976,32/83 of 12 December 1977,33/65 of 14 
December 1978,34178 of 11 December 1979,35/148 of 12 
December 1980, 36/88 of 9 December 1981, 37176 of 9 
December 1982,38/65 of 15 December 1983,39/55 of 12 
December 1984, 40/83 of 12 December 1985, 41/49 of 3 
December 1986, 42/29 of 30 November 1987, 43/66 of 7 
December 1988, 44/l 09 of 15 December 1989 and 45/53 
of 4 December 1990 concerning the establishment of a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia, 

Reiterating its conviction that the establishment of nuclear
weapon-free zones in various regions of the world is one 
of the measures that can contribute effectively to the ob
jectives of non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and gen
eral and complete disarmament, 

Believing that the establishment of a nuclear-weapon
free zone in South Asia, as in other regions, will assist in 
the strengthening of the security of the States ofthe region 
against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons, 

Taking note with appreciation of the declarations issued 
at the highest level by Governments of South Asian States 
that are developing their peaceful nuclear programmes, re
affirming their undertaking not to acquire or manufacture 
nuclear weapons and to devote their nuclear programmes 
exclusively to the economic and social advancement of 
their peoples, 

Welcoming the recent proposal for the conclusion of a 
bilateral or regional nuclear-test-ban agreement in South 
Asia, 

Ta/ring note of the proposal to convene, under the aus
pices of the United Nations, a conference on nuclear non
proli.eration in South Asia as soon as possible, with the 
participation ot' the regional and other concerned States, 

Bearing in mind the provisions of paragraphs 60 to 63 
of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the 
General Assembly2 regarding the establishment of nuclear
weapon-free zones, including in the region of South Asia, 

Taking note also of the report of the Secretary-General,13 

I. Reaffirms its endorsement, in principle, of the con
cept of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia; 

2. Urges once again the States of South Asia to con
tinue to make all possible efforts to establish a nuclear
weapon-free zone in South Asia and to refrain, in the 
meantime, from any action contrary to that objective: 
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3. Calls upon the nuclear-weapon States which have 

not done so to respond positively to this proposal and to 
extend the necessary cooperation in the efforts to establish 
a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to communicate 
with the States of the region and other concerned States in 
order to ascertain their views on the issue and to promote 
consultations among them with a view to exploring the best 
possibilities of furthering the efforts for the establishment 
of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia; 

5. Also requests the Secretary-General to report on the 
subject to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh ses
sion; 

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Establishment of a 
nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia". 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

46/32. Conclusion of effective international arrange
ments to assure non-nuclear-weapon States 
against the use or threat of use of nuclear 
weapons 

The General Assembly, 
Bearing in mind the need to allay the legitimate concern 

of the States of the world with regard to ensuring lasting 
security for their peoples, 

Convinced that nuclear weapons pose the greatest threat 
to mankind and to the survival of civilization, 

Welcoming the progress achieved in recent years in both 
nuclear and conventional disarmament, 

Noting that, despite recent progress in the field of nu
clear disarmament, further efforts are necessary towards 
the achievement of the goal of general and complete dis
armament under effective international control, 

Also convinced that nuclear disarmament and the com
plete elimination of nuclear weapons are essential to re
move the danger of nuclear war, 

Determined strictly to abide by the relevant provisions 
of the Charter of the United Nations on the non-use of 
force or threat of force, 

Recognizing that the independence, territorial integrity 
and sovereignty of non-nuclear-weapon States need to be 
safeguarded against the use or threat of use of force, in
cluding the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons, 

Considering that, until nuclear disarmament is achieved 
on a universal basis, it is imperative for the international 
community to develop effective measures and arrange
ments to ensure the security of non-nuclear-weapon States 
against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons from 
any quarter, 

Recognizing also that effe<;tive measures and arrange
ments to assure the non-nuclear-weapon States against the 
use or threat of use of nuclear weapons can contribute posi
tively to the prevention of the spread of nuclear weapons, 

Bearing in mind paragraph 59 of the Final Document of 
the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly/ the 
first special session devoted to disarmament, in which it 
urged the nuclear-weapon States to pursue efforts to con
clude, as appropriate, effective arrangements to assure 

non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use 
of nuclear weapons, and desirous of promoting the imple
mentation of the relevant provisions of the Final Docu
ment, 

Recalling the relevant parts of the special report of the 
Committee on Disarmament,5 submitted to the General As
sembly at its twelfth special session,14 the second special 
session devoted to disarmament, and of the special report 
of the Conference on Disarmament submitted to the As
sembly at its fifteenth special session,t 5 the third special 
session devoted to disarmament, as well as of the report of 
the Conference on its 1991 session,16 

Recalling also paragraph 1 2 of the Declaration of the 
1980s as the Second Disarmament Decade, contained in 
the annex to its resolution 35/46 of 3 December 1980, 
which states, inter alia, that all efforts should be exerted 
by the Committee on Disarmament urgently to negotiate 
with a view to reaching agreement on effective interna
tional arrangements to assure non-nuclear-weapon States 
against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons, 

Noting the in-depth negotiations tmdertaken in the Con
ference on Disarmament and its Ad Hoc Committee on 
Effective International Arrangements to Assure Non
Nuclear-Weapon States against the Use or Threat of Use 
of Nuclear Weapons, with a view to reaching agreement 
on this item, 

Taking note of the proposals submitted under that item 
in the Conference on Disarmament, including the drafts of 
an international convention, 

Taking note also of the final document on international 
security and disa.tmament adopted by the Ninth Conference 
of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Coun
tries, held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 September 1989,17 as 
well as the relevant recommendations of the Organization 
of the Islamic Conference reiterated in the Final Commu
nique of the Twentieth Islamic Conference of Foreign Min
isters, held at Istanbul from 4 to 8 August 1991,18 calling 
upon the Conference on Disarmament to reach an urgent 
agreement on an international convention to assure non
nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of 
nuclear weapons, 

Taking note fUrther of the unilateral declarations made 
by all nuclear-weapon States on their policies of non-use 
or non-threat of use of nuclear weapons against non
nuclear-weapon States, 

Noting the support expressed in the Conference on Dis
armament and in the General Assembly for the elaboration 
of an international convention to assure non-nuclear-· 
weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear 
weapons, as well as the difficulties pointed out in evolving 
a common approach acceptable to all, 

Noting also the greater willingness to overcome the dif
ficulties encountered in previous years, 

Recalling its relevant resolutions adopted in previous 
years, in particular resolution 45/54 of 4 December 1990, 

1. Reaffirms the urgent need to reach an early agree
ment on effective international arrangements to assure 
non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use 
of nuclear weapons; 

2. Notes with satisfaction that in the Conference on 
Disarmament there is no objection, in principle, to the idea 
of an international convention to assure non-nuclear
weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear 
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weapons, although the difficulties as regards evolving a 
common approach acceptable to all have also been pointed 
out; 

3. Appeals to all States, especially the nuclear-weapon 
States, to work actively towards an early agreement on a 
common approach and, in particular, on a common formula 
that could be included in an international instrument of a 
legally binding character; 

4. Recommends that further intensive efforts should be 
devoted to the search for such a common approach or com
mon formula and that the various alternative approaches, 
including, in particular, those considered in the Conference 
on Disarmament, should be further explored in order to 
overcome the difficulties; 

5. Recommends also that the Conference on Disarma
ment should actively continue intensive negotiations with 
a view to reaching early agreement and concluding effec
tive international arrangements to assure non-nuclear
weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear 
weapons, taking into account the widespread support for 
the conclusion of an international convention and giving 
consideration to any other proposals designed to secure the 
same objective; 

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Conclusion of ef
fective international arrangements to assure non-nuclear
weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear 
weapons". 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

46/33. Prevention of an arms race in outer space 

The General Assembly, 
Recognizing the common interest of all mankind in the 

exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, 
Reaffirming the will of all States that the exploration and 

use of outer space, including the Moon and other celestial 
bodies, shall be for peaceful purposes, shall be carried out 
for the benefit and in the interest of all countries, irrespec
tive of their degree of economic or scientific development, 
and shall be the province of all mankind, 

Reaffirming also provisions of articles III and IV of the 
Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in 
the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the 
Moon and Other Celestial Bodies,19 

Recalling the obligation of all States to observe the pro
visions of the Charter of the United Nations regarding the 
use or threat of use of force in their international relations, 
including in their space activities, 

Reaffirming fUrther paragraph 80 of the Final Document 
of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,2 in 
which it is stated that in order to prevent an arms race in 
outer space further measures should be taken and appropri
ate international negotiations held in accordance with the 
spirit of the Treaty, 

Recalling also its previous resolutions on this issue 
and the Declaration adopted by the Ninth Conference of 
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, 
held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 September 1989,17 and taking 
note of the proposals submitted to the General Assembly 
at its tenth special session and at its regular sessions, and 

of the recommendations made to the competent organs 
of the United Nations and to the Conference on Disarma
ment, 

Recognizing the grave danger for international peace and 
security of an arms race in outer space and of developments 
contributing to it, 

Emphasizing the paramount importance of strict compli
ance with existing arms limitation and disarmament agree
ments relevant to outer space, including bilateral agree
ments, and with the existing legal regime concerning the 
use of outer space, 

Considering that wide participation in the legal regime 
applicable to outer space could contribute to enhancing its 
effectiveness, 

Noting that bilateral negotiations between the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of Amer
ica have continued since 1985 with the declared objective 
of working out effective agreements aimed, inter alia, at 
preventing an arms race in outer space, 

Welcoming the re-establishment of the Ad Hoc Commit
tee on the Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space at 
the 1991 session ofthe Conference on Disarmament, in the 
exercise of the negotiating responsibilities of this sole 
multilateral body on disarmament, to continue to examine 
and identify, through substantive and general considera
tion, issues relevant to the prevention of an arms race in 
outer space, 

Noting also that the Ad Hoc Committee on the Preven-
tion of an Arms Race in Outer Space, taking into account 
its previous efforts since its establishment in 1985 and 
seeking to enhance its functioning in qualitative terms, 
continued the examination and identification of various 
issues, existing agreements and existing proposals, as well 
as future initiatives relevant to the prevention of an arm:> 
race in outer space,20 and that this contributed to a better 
understanding of a number of problems and to a clearer 
perception of the various positions, 

Emphasizing the mutually complementary nature of bi
lateral and multilateral efforts in the field of preventing an 
arms race in outer space, and hoping that concrete results 
will emerge from these efforts as soon as possible, 

Convinced that further measures should be examined in 
the search for effective and verifiable bilateral and multi
lateral agreements in order to prevent an arms race in outer 
space, 

Recalling in this context its resolution 45/55 B of 4 Decem
ber 1990 which, inter alia, reaffirmed the importance of 
confidence-building measures as means conducive to en
suring the attainment of the objective of the prevention of 
an arms race in outer space, 

l. Reaffirms the importance and urgency of preventing 
an arms race in outer space and the readiness of all States 
to contribute to that common objective, in conformity with 
the provisions of the Treaty on Principles Governing the 
Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer 
Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies; 

2. Reaffirms its recognition, as stated in the report of 
the Ad Hoc Committee on the Prevention of an Arms Race 
in Outer Space, that the legal regime applicable to outer 
space by itself does not guarantee the prevention of an 
arms race in outer space, that this legal regime plays a sig
nificant role in the prevention of an arms race in that en
vironment, that there is a need to consolidate and reinforce 
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that regime and enhance its effectiveness, and that it is im
portant strictly to comply with existing agreements, both 
bilateral and multilateral;21 

3. Emphasizes the necessity of further measures with 
appropriate and effective provisions for verification to pre
vent an arms race in outer space; 

4. Calls upon all States, in particular those with major 
space capabilities, to contribute actively to the objective 
of the peaceful use of outer space and of the prevention 
of an arms race in outer space and to refrain from actions 
contrary to that objective and to the relevant existing 
treaties in the interest of maintaining international peace 
and security and promoting international cooperation; 

5. Reiterates that the Conference on Disarmament, as 
the single multilateral disarmament negotiating forum, has 
the primary role in the negotiation of a multilateral agree
ment or agreements, as appropriate, on the prevention of 
an arms race in outer space in all its aspects; 

6. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to con
sider as a matter of priority the question of preventing an 
arms race in outer space; 

7. Also requests the Conference on Disarmament to 
intensify its consideration of the question of the preven
tion of an arms race in outer space in all its aspects, build
ing upon areas of convergence and taking into account 
relevant proposals and initiatives, including those pre
sented in the Ad Hoc Committee at the 1991 session of the 
Conference and at the forty-sixth session of the General 
Assembly; 

8. Recognizes, in this regard, the relevance of consid
ering measures on confidence-building and greater trans
parency and openness in space as stated in the report of the 
Ad Hoc Committee; 

9. Further requests the Conference on Disarmament to 
re-establish an ad hoc committee with an adequate mandate 
at the beginning of its 1992 session and to continue build
ing upon areas of convergence with a view to undertaking 
negotiations for the conclusion of an agreement or agree
ments, as appropriate, to prevent an arms race in outer 
space in all its aspects; 

I 0. Urges the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 
the United States of America to pursue intensively their 
bilateral negotiations in a constructive spirit with a view to 
reaching early agreement for preventing an arms race in 
outer space, and to advise the Conference on Disarmament 
periodically of the progress of their bilateral sessions so as 
to facilitate its work; 

II. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Prevention of an 
arms race in outer space". 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

46/34. Implementation of the Declaration on the De
nuclearization of Africa 

A 

NUCLEAR CAPABILITY OF SOUTII AFRICA 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 

on the nuclear capability of South Africa,22 

Recalling its resolutions 34176 B of II December 1979, 
351146 A of 12 December 1980, 36/86 A of9 December 
1981, 37174 B of 9 December 1982, 38/181 B of 20 De
cember 1983, 39/61 B of 12 December 1984, 40/89 B of 
12 December 1985, 41/55 B of 3 December 1986, 42/34 B 
of 30 November 1987, 43171 B of 7 December 1988, 
441113 B of 15 December 1989 and 45/56 B of 4 December 
1990, 

Having also considered the report of the Secretary-
General on South Africa's nuclear-tipped ballistic missile 
capability ,23 

Having further considered the report of the group of 
experts set up jointly by the United Nations and the Or
ganization of African Unity, which held its first meeting at 
Addis Ababa from 6 to 10 May 1991 ,24 

Bearing in mind the Declaration on the Denuclearization 
of Africa2s adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government of the Organization of African Unity at its 
first ordinary session, held at Cairo from 17 to 21 July 
1964, 

Bearing in mind also resolution GC(X..XXV)/RES/567 
on South Africa's nuclear capabilities. adopted on 20 Sep
tember 1991 by the General Conference of the Interna
tional Atomic Energy Agency,26 

Noting South Africa's accession to the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons10 on 10 July 
1991, 

Noting also that the South African Government has 
negotiated and signed a safeguards agreement with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency and committed it
self to early and full implementation of the agreement 
in its statement at the September 1991 session of the 
Board of Governors of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, 

Stressing that the full disclosure of South Africa's nu
clear installations and materials is essential to the peace 
and security of the region, 

Concerned about the transfer of nuclear missile technol
ogy to South Africa by a certain State commonly known 
for its collaboration with South Africa, 

I. Calls upon South Africa to comply fully with the 
implementation of its safeguards agreement with the Inter
national Atomic Energy Agency; 

2. Also calls upon South Afnca to disclose all its nu
clear installations and materials in conformity with it<> 
treaty obligations, and to enhance confidence-building, 
peace and security in the region; 

3. Calls upon all States, corporations, institutions 
and individuals not to engage in collaboration with South 
Africa that may lead it to violate its commitments under 
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
and its safeguards agreement with the International Atomic 
Energy Agency; 

4. Request~ the Director General of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency to ensure early implementation of 
the safeguards agreement in accordance with resolution 
GC(:XXXV)/RES/567 adopted by the General Conference 
of the International Atomic Energy Agency; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the meas
ures taken by the Director General of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency to verify the completeness of the 
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inventory of South Africa's nuclear installations and ma
terials; 

6. Urges all Member States to assist and cooperate 
with the Secretary-General and the Director General to this 
end; 

7. Commends the Secretary-General for the diligence 
with which he rendered effective assistance to the Organi
zation of African Unity in organizing the meeting of the 
group of experts; 

8. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the im
plementation of the present resolution. 

B 
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IMPLEMENTAT!ON OF THE DECLARATION 

The General Assembly, 
Bearing in mind the Declaration on the Denuclearization 

of Africa25 adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government of the Organization of African Unity at its 
first ordinary session, held at Cairo from 17 to 21 July 
1964, in which they solemnly declare their readiness tl~ 
undertake, through an international agreement to be con
cluded under United Nations auspices, not to manufacture 
or acquire control of atomic weapons, 

Recalling its resolution 1652 (XVI) of 24 November 
1961, its earliest on the subject, as well as its resolutions 
2033 (XX) of 3 December 1965, 31169 of 10 December 
1976, 32/81 of 12 December 1977,33/63 of 14 December 
1978, 34176 A of 11 December 1979, 351146 B of 12 De
cember 1980, 36/86 B of 9 December 1981,37174 A of 9 
December 1982,38/181 A of20 December 1983,39/61 A 
of 12 December 1984, 40/89 A of 12 December 1985, 
41155 A of 3 December 1986, 42/34 A of 30 November 
1987, 43171 A of 7 December 1988, 44/113 A of 15 De
cember 1989 and 45/56 A of 4 December 1990, in which 
it called upon all States to consider and respect the conti
nent of Africa and its surrounding areas as a nuclear
weapon-free zone, 

Bearing in mind also the provisions of resolution 
CM/Res.l342 (LIV)27 on the implementation of the Decla
ration on the Denuclearization of Africa adopted by the 
Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity 
at its fifty-fourth ordinary session, held at Ahuja from 
27 May to 1 June 1991, 

Noting South Africa's accession to the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons10 on 10 July 1991, 

Noting also the fact that the South African Government 
has negotiated and signed a safeguards agreement with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency and committed itself 
to early and full implementation of the agreement in its 
statement at the September 1991 session of the Board of 
Governors of the International Atomic Energy Agency, 

Having considered the report of the group of experts set 
up jointly by the Organization of African Unity and the 
United Nations, which held its first meeting at Addis 
Ababa from 6 to 1 0 May 1991 ,24 

Convinced that the evolution of the international situ
ation is conducive to the implementation of the Declaration 
on the Denuclearization of Africa of 1964, as well as the 
relevant provisions of the Declaration on Security, Dis-

armament and Development of 1968 of the Organization 
of African Unity, 

1. Reaffirms that the implementation of the Declaration 
on the Denuclearization of Africa adopted by the Assembly 
of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of 
African Unity would be an important measure to prevent 
the proliferation of nuclear weapons and to promote inter
national peace and security; 

2. Strongly renews its call upon all States to consider 
and respect the continent of Africa and its surrounding 
areas as a nuclear-weapon-free zone; 

3. Commends the Secretary-General for the diligence 
with which he rendered effective assistance to the Organi
zation of African Unity in organizing the meeting of the 
group of experts; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with 
the Organization of African Unity, to take appropriate ac
tion to enable the group of experts designated by the 
United Nations in cooperation with the Organization of 
African Unity to meet during 1992, in order to complete 
its work as indicated in paragraph 37 of its report, and to 
submit the report of the group of experts to the General 
Assembly at its forty-seventh session; 

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Implementation of 
the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa". 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

46/35. Chemical and bacteriological (biological) 
weapons 

A 

THIRD REVIEW CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES TO THE 
CONVENTION ON THE PROHIBI'nON OF THE DEVELOP
MENT, PRODUCTION AND STOCKPILING OF BACTERIO
LOGICAL (BIOLOGICAL) AND TOXIN WEAPONS AND ON 
THEIR DESTRUCTION 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its previous resolutions relating to the com

plete and effective prohibition of bacteriological (biologi
cal) and toxin weapons and to their destruction, 

Recalling also its resolution 45/57 B, adopted without a 
vote on 4 December 1990, in which it noted, inter alia, 
that, at the request of the States parties, a Third Review 
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on the Prohi
bition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of 
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on 
Their Destruction would be held at Geneva in 1991 to re
view the operation of the Convention, with a view to as
suring that the purposes of the preamble and the provisions 
of the Convention, including those related to the negotia
tions on chemical weapons, were being realized, 

Noting with satisfaction that, at the time of the Third 
Review Conference, there were more than a hundred and 
fifteen States parties to the Convention, including all the 
permanent members of the Security Council, 

l. Notes with satisfaction that, on 27 September 1991, 
the Third Review Conference of the Parties to the Conven
tion on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and 
Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin 
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Weapons and on Their Destruction adopted by consensus 
a Final Declaration;28 

2. Stresses the importance, inter alia, of the solemn 
political declaration of the Final Declaration of the Third 
Review Conference, and welcomes with satisfaction there
sults of the Third Review Conference, including in particu
lar the expanded confidence-building measures related to 
activities relevant to the Convention on the Prohibition of 
the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacterio
logical (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their De
struction,29 and the establishment of an ad hoc group of 
governmental experts open to all States parties to identify 
and examine potential verification measures from a scien
tific and technical standpoint; 

3. Calls upon all States parties to the Convention to 
participate in the implementation of the recommendations 
of the Third Review Conference, including in the exchange 
of information and data agreed to in the Final Declaration 
of the Third Review Conference, and to provide such in
formation and data in conformity with the standardized 
procedure to the Secretary-General on an annual basis and 
not later than 15 April; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to render the neces
sary assistance and to provide such services as may be re
quired for the implementation of the decisions and recom
mendations of the Third Review Conference; 

5. Calls upon all signatory States that have not ratified 
or acceded to the Convention to do so without delay, and 
also calls upon those States that have not yet signed the 
Convention to join the States parties thereto at an early 
date, thus contributing to the achievement of universal 
adherence to the Convention. 

B 
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CHEMICAL AND BAITERIOLOGICAL (BIOLOGICAL) WEAP
ONS: MEASURFS TO UPHOLD THE AUTHORITY OF THE 
1925 GENEVA PROTOCOL 

The General Assembly, 
Reaffirming the importance and the continuing validity 

of the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of 
Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacterio
logical Methods of Warfare, signed at Geneva on 17 June 
1925,30 

Recalling its previous resolutions, and those adopted by 
the Security Council, on the use of chemical weapons, 

Reaffirming also, in particular, its resolution 45/57 C of 
4 December 1990 on measures to uphold the authority of 
the 1925 Geneva Protocol and resolution 45/57 A of 4 De
cember 1990 urging the early conclusion of a chemical 
weapons convention, 

Deploring all threats, including especially those made 
most recently, of use of chemical weapons, 

1. Condemns vigorously all actions that violate or 
threaten to violate the obligations assumed under the Pro
tocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiat
ing, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological 
Methods of Warfare, and other relevant provisions of in
ternational law; 

2. Renews its call to all States to observe strictly the 

principles and objectives of the Geneva Protocol, and re
affirms the vital necessity of upholding its provisions; 

3. Welcomes, in this context, recent decisions, declara
tions and initiatives of the United Nations and, in particu
lar, the Security Council aimed at upholding the authority 
of the Geneva Protocol and removing the threat of chemi
cal weapons use; 

4. Supports as well other similar activities of regional 
and international disarmament conferences and parallel 
decisions by national Governments, also aimed at hasten
ing the conclusion of the chemical weapons convention as 
a step towards the elimination of all weapons of mass 
destruction. 

c 
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CHEMICAL AND BACTERIOLOGICAL (BIOLOGICAL) 
WEAPONS 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its previous resolutions relating to the com
plete and effective prohibition of the development, produc
tion, stockpiling and use of all chemical weapons and to 
their destruction, 

Reaffirming the urgent necessity, particularly in the light 
of the past use of and recent threats to use chemical weap
ons, of strict observance by all States of the principles and 
objectives of the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in 
War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of 
Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, signed at Geneva on 
17 June 1925,30 

Havmg considered the report of the Conference on Dis
armament,31 which incorporates, inter alia, the report of its 
Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons,32 and taking 
note in particular of the decision by the Conference to man
date further this Committee to intensify, as a priority task, 
the negotiations on a multilateral convention on the com
plete and effective prohibition of the development, produc
tion, stockpiling and use of chemical weapons and on their 
destruction with the view to striving to achieve a final 
agreement on the convention by 1992,33 

Noting with satisfaction that the States participating in 
the Third Review Conference of the Parties to the Conven
tion on the Prohibition ofthe Development, Production and 
Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin 
Weapons and on Their Destruction, held at Geneva from 
9 to 27 September 1991, inter alia, declared themselves in 
favour of the early conclusion of the negotiations on a con
vention banning chemical weapons, 

Noting with appreciation the increasing number of 
States that have declared their intention to be among the 
original signatories to the convention, and in particular the 
statements made by the States participating in the Confer
ence on Security and Cooperation in Europe on 21 Novem
ber 1990 and the States signatories to the Mendoza Ac
cord,34 on 5 September 1991, as well as the statement by 
States of South-East Asia and the East Pacific, assembled 
at Brisbane on 13 November 1990, inter alia, calling on 
all States to be original signatories to the convention, 

l. Renews its call to all States to observe strictly the 
principles and 0bjectives of the Protocol for the Prohibition 
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of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other 
Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods ofWarfare; 

2. Notes the progress made in the work of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on Chemical Weapons of the Conference on 
Disarmament during its 1991 session, and the results re
corded in the Committee's report; 

3. Commends the decision of the Conference on Dis
armament to intensify further the negotiations on the com
plete and effective prohibition of the development, produc
tion, stockpiling and use of chemical weapons and on their 
destruction with the view to striving to achieve a final 
agreement on a convention by 1992; 

4. Strongly urges the Conference on Disarmament, as 
a matter of the highest priority, to resolve in the forthcom
ing months outstanding issues so as to achieve a final 
agreement during its 1992 session; 

5. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to report 
to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the 
results of its negotiations; 

6. Stresses the particular significance and importance 
of declarations made by States on whether or not they pos
sess chemical weapons and of further international ex
changes of data and other relevant information in connec
tion with the negotiations on such a convention; 

7. Welcomes those initiatives taken by States, and 
urges all States to take further initiatives, measures and 
steps on a national, bilateral, regional or multilateral basis 
to achieve rapid agreement in the negotiations on, and uni
versal adherence to, such a convention; 

8. Calls upon all States to consider declaring their in
tention to become original States parties to the convention 
so as to ensure its early entry into force, its effective im
plementation and its universal character; 

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Chemical and bac
teriological (biological) weapons". 

65th plenary meeting 
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46/36. General and complete disarmament 

A 

SECOND REVIEW CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES TO THE 
CONVENTION ON THE PROHIBITION OF MILITARY OR 
ANY OTHER HOSTILE USE OF ENVIRONMENTAL MODI·· 
FICA TION TECHNIQUES 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 31172 of I 0 December 197 6 in 

which it referred the Convention on the Prohibition' of 
Military or Any Other Hostile Use of Environmental Modi
fication Techniques to all States for their consideration, 
si~natw·e ~d ratification and expressed the hope for the 
w1dest possible adherence to the Convention, 

Noting that the second paragraph of article VIII of the 
Final Declaration of the First Review Conference of the 
Parties to the Convention,35 held in September 1984 pro-
vides that: ' 

"The Conference, recognizing the importance of the 
review mech~ism provided in article VIII, decides that 
a second Rev1ew Conference may be held at Geneva at 
the request of a majority of States Parties not earlier 

than 1989. If no Review Conference is held before 1994 
the Depositary is requested to solicit the views of all 
States Parties concerning the convening of such a Con
ference in accordance with article VIII, paragraph 3, of 
the Convention", 
l. Notes that, as a result of consultations, a majority 

of States parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of 
Military or Any Other Hostile Use of Environmental 
Modification Techniques have expressed their wish to 
convene the Second Review Conference of the Parties to 
the Convention in September 1992 and that, to that 
end, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, as De
positary of the Convention, will hold consultations with 
the parties to the Convention with regard to questions re
lating to the Conference and its preparation, including the 
establishment of a preparatory committee for the Confer
ence; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to render the neces
sary assistance and to provide such services, including 
summary records, as may be required for the Second Re
view Conference and its preparation; 

3. Also notes that arrangements for meeting the costs 
of the Second Review Conference and its preparation are 
to be made by the Conference. 

B 
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STUDY ON CHARTING POTENTIAL USES OF RESOURCES 
ALLOCATED TO MILITARY ACTIVITIES FOR CIVILIAN 
ENDEAVOURS TO PROTECT THE ENVIRONMENT 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the report of the Secretary-General transmit
ting the study on charting potential uses of resources allo
cated to military activities for civilian endeavours to pro
tect the environment,36 

Desirous of benefiting from progress in disarmament 
within the endeavours to protect the environment, 

I. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General; 
2. Requests the Secretary-General to submit the report 

to the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Con
ference on Environment and Development; 

3. Also r~quests the Secretary-General to arrange for 
t~e reproduc~wn .of the s!udy as a United Nations publica
tion and to giVe 1t the w1dest possible distribution; 

4. Commends the study to the attention of all Member 
States. 

c 
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DISARMAMENT AND 
DEVELOPMENT 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the provisions of the Final Document of the 
Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly2 related 
to the relationship between disarmament and develop
ment, 

Recalling also the adoption on II September 1987 of the 
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Final Document of the International Conference on theRe
lationship between Disarmament and Development,37 

Stressing the growing importance of the relationship be
tween disarmament and development in current interna
tional relations, 

1. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-GeneraP8 and 
actions undertaken in accordance with the Final Document 
of the International Conference on the Relationship be
tween Disarmament and Development; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to take 
action, through appropriate organs and within available re
sources, for the implementation of the action programme 
adopted at the International Conference;39 

3. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit are
port to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session; 

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Relationship be
tween disarmament and development". 

D 
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PROHIBITION OF THE PRODUCTION OF FISSIONABLE 
MATERIAL FOR WEAPONS PURPOSES 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 45/58 L of 4 December 1990 and 

previous resolutions, in which it requested the Conference 
on Disarmament, at an appropriate stage of the implemen
tation of the Programme of Action set forth in section III 
of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the 
General Assembly2 and of its work on the item entitled 
"Nuclear weapons in all aspects", to consider urgently the 
question of adequately verified cessation and prohibition 
of the production of fissionable material for nuclear weap
ons and other nuclear explosive devices and to keep the 
Assembly informed of the progress of that consideration, 

Noting that the agenda of the Conference on Disarma
ment for 1991 included the item entitled "Nuclear weapons 
in all aspects" and that the programme of work of the Con
ference for all three parts of its 1991 session contained 
the item entitled "Cessation of the nuclear-arms race and 
nuclear disarmament",40 

Recalling the proposals and statements made in the Con
ference on Disarmament on those items,41 

Welcoming the improved relationship between the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of 
America and their consequent announcements of signifi
cant measures, which could signal the reversal of the nuclear
arms race, 

Considering that the cessation of production of fission
able material for weapons purposes and the progressive 
conversion and transfer of stocks to peaceful uses would 
also be a significant step towards halting and reversing the 
nuclear-arms race, 

Considering also that the prohibition of the production 
of fissionable material for nuclear weapons and other ex
plosive devices would be an important measure in facili
tating the prevention of the proliferation of nuclear weap
ons and explosive devices, 

1. Requests the Conference on Disarmament, under the 
item entitled "Nuclear weapons in all aspects", to continue 

to pursue its consideration of the question of adequately 
verified cessation and prohibition of the production of fis
sionable material for nuclear weapons and other nuclear 
explosive devices and to keep the General Assembly in
formed of the progress of that consideration; 

2. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Prohibition of the 
production of fissionable material for weapons purposes". 

65th plenary meeting 
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E 

PROHIBITION OF THE DEVELOPMENT, PRODUCTION, 
STOCKPIUNG AND USE OF RADIOLOGICAL WEAPONS 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 45/58 F of 4 December 1990, 
1. Takes note of the part of the report of the Conference 

on Disarmament on its 1991 session that deals with the 
question of radiological weapons, in particular the report 
of the Ad Hoc Committee on Radiological Weapons;42 

2. Recognizes that in 1991 the Ad Hoc Committee 
made a further contribution to the clarification and better 
understanding of different approaches that continue to ex
ist with regard to both of the important matters under con
sideration; 

3. Takes note also of the recommendation of the Con
ference on Disarmament that the Ad Hoc Committee on 
Radiological Weapons should be re-established at the be
ginning of its 1992 session; 

4. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to con
tinue its substantive negotiation on the subject with a view 
to the prompt conclusion of its work, taking into account 
all proposals presented to the Conference to this end and 
drawing upon the annexes to the report of the Ad Hoc 
Committee as a basis of its future work, the result ofwhich 
should be submitted to the General Assembly at its forty
seventh session; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the 
Conference on Disarmament all relevant documents relat
ing to the discussion of all aspects of the issue by the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-sixth session; 

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Prohibition of the 
development, production, stockpiling and use of radiologi
cal weapons". 

F 
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REGIONAL DISARMAMENT, INCLUDING 
CONFIDENCE-BUILDING MEASURES 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 44/116 S, 44/116 U and 44/117 B 

of 15 December 1989 and 45/58 M and 45/58 P of 4 De
cember 1990, 

Considering that the adoption of regional disarmament 
measures is one of the most effective means by which 
States can contribute to international security, arms limita
tion and disarmament, 

Recognizing that the regional and global approaches to 
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disarmament complement each other and can be pursued 
simultaneously in the promotion of regional and interna
tional peace and security, 

Noting that the recent events in the Middle East have 
underlined the importance of regional disarmament and that 
they justify in particular the search for a comprehensive 
and balanced control of armaments in the region, notably 
through a dialogue among the States of that region, 

Convinced that disarmament can be carried out only in 
a climate of confidence based on mutual respect and aimed 
at ensuring better relations founded on justice, solidarity 
and cooperation, 

Noting also that the volume of resources consumed for 
potentially destructive purposes is in stark contrast to so
cial and economic development needs but that reduction in 
military expenditure following, inter alia, the conclusion 
of regional disarmament agreements could entail benefits 
in both the social and economic fields, 

Considering that regional disarmament measures should 
be aimed at establishing a military balance at the lowest 
ievel while not diminishing the security of each State and 
at eliminating as a matter of priority the capability for sur
prise attacks and large-scale offensive action, 

Noting further that disarmament measures in one re
gion should not lead to increased arms transfers to other 
regions, 

Considering also that measures of transparency are one 
of the essential elements in the implementation of regional 
disarmament, 

Persuaded that verification measures are important to 
ensure compliance with regional agreements on arms con
trol and disarmament, 

l. Reaffirms that the regional approach to disarmament 
is one of the essential elements in the global process of 
disarmament; 

2. Is convinced of the importance and effectiveness 
of regional disarmament measures taken at the initiative 
of States of the region and with the participation of all 
States concerned and taking into account the specific 
characteristics of each region, in that they can contribute 
to the security and stability of all States, in accordance 
with the principles of the Charter of the United Nations 
and in compliance with international law and existing 
treaties; 

3. Stresses the importance of confidence-building 
mea'iures in ensuring the success of this process; 

4. Notes with satisfaction the important progress made 
in various regions of the world through the conclusion of 
peace, security and cooperation agreements and following 
from the implementation of measures intended to enhance 
confidence in the fields of political, economic and military 
cooperation; 

5. Affirms that regional and subregional agreements on 
arms control and disarmament can contribute to the peace
ful settlement of disputes and conflicts; 

6. Recognizes the useful role played by the regional 
centres of the United Nations; 

7. Encourages States of the same region to examine the 
possibility of creating, on their own initiative, regional 
mechanisms and/or institutions for the establishment of 
measures in the framework of an effort of regional dis
armament or for the prevention and the peaceful settlement 

of disputes and conflicts with the assistance, if requested, 
of the United Nations; 

8. Stresses that confidence-building measures, includ
ing objective information on military activities and capa
bilities, are essential to the promotion of arms control and 
disarmament at the regional level; 

9. Believes that regional initiatives should enjoy the 
support of all States of the region concerned and the 
respect of those outside that region; 

10. Invites and encourages all States to conclude, when
ever possible, agreements on disarmament and confidence
building measures at the regional level. 

G 
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CONFIDENCE- AND SECURJTY-BUILDING MEASURES AND 
CONVENTIONAL DISARMAMENT IN EUROPE 

The General Assembly, 
Determined to achieve progress in disarmament, 
Stressing that confidence-building and disarmament 

measures have a positive impact on international security 
and are facilitated by the reduction of tensions, 

Noting the work accomplished in I 991 by the Disarma
ment Commission within the framework of the Working 
Groups on its agenda items 4 and 6,43 

Expressing the hope that the improved international cli
mate will facilitate the necessary efforts to build confi
dence. to lessen the risk of military confrontation and to 
enhance mutual security, 

Recalling its resolutions 43175 P of 7 December 1988, 
44/116 I of I 5 December 1989 and 45/58 J of 4 December 
1990. 

Reaffirming the great importance of increasing security 
and stability in Europe through the establishment of a sta
ble, secure and verifiable balance of conventional armed 
forces at lower levels, as well as through increased open
ness and predictability of military activities, 

Considering that the positive results of the negotiations 
on confidence- and security-building measures, as well as 
of those on conventional armaments and forces, both 
within the framework of the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, have considerably increased con
fidence and improved security and cooperation in Europe, 
thereby contributing to international peace and security, 

Welcoming the prospects for the early implementation 
of the measures agreed upon and the continuation of nego
tiations in these fields among the States participating in the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, 

I. Notes with satisfaction the progress achieved so far 
in the process of disarmament and the strengthening of 
confidence and security in Europe; 

2. Welcomes the determination of the States signatories 
of the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe 
fully to implement its provisions and the determination of 
all the States participating in the Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe fully to implement the provi
sions of the Vienna Document of the negotiations on 
confidence- and security-building measures, as well as the 
decision of these States to continue negotiations in these 
fields; 
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3. Invites all States to consider the possibility of taking 
appropriate measures with a view to reducing the risk of 
confrontation and strengthening security, taking due ac
count of their specific regional conditions. 

H 
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INTER."'! A TIONAL ARMS TRANSFERS 

The General Assembly, 
Realizing the urgent need to resolve underlying con

flicts, to diminish tensions and to accelerate efforts to
wards general and complete disarmament with a view .to 
maintaining regional and international peace and secunty 
in a world free from the scourge of war and the burden of 
armaments, 

Recognizing that the international transfer and produc
tion of conventional arms, including advanced weapons, 
delivery systems and military technology, have in recent 
decades acquired a dimension and qualitative charac
teristics that can give rise to serious and urgent con
cerns, 

Greatly concerned by the illicit arms trade, a most dis
turbing and dangerous phenomenon, because of its destabi
lizing and destructive effects, particularly for the internal 
situation of affected States and the violation of human 
rights, 

Recalling that in paragraph 85 of the Final Document of 
the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly2 it 
urged major arms supplier and recipient countries to con
sult on the limitation of all types of international transfers 
of conventional arms, 

Reaffirming the role of the United Nations in the field 
of disarmament and the commitment of Member States to 
take concrete steps in order to strengthen that role, 

Realizing that arms obtained through the illicit arms 
trade are most likely to be used for violent purposes, and 
that even small arms when so obtained, directly or indi
rectly, by terrorist groups, drug traffickers or underground 
organizations can pose a danger to regional and interna
tional security, and certainly to the security and political 
stability of the countries affected, 

Considering that the illicit arms trade, representing a 
distinctly unique phenomenon, by its clandestine nature 
defies transparency and could not be dealt with by an arms 
transfers register, 

Recalling its resolution 43175 I of 7 December 1988, 
Welcoming the study submitted by the Secretary

General, pursuant to paragraph 5 of resolution 43175 I and 
prepared with the assistance of governmental experts, on 
ways and means of promoting transparency in international 
transfers of conventional arms,44 as well as the problem of 
the illicit arms trade, 

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General 
for the study on ways and means of promoting transpar
ency in international transfers of conventional arms; 

2. Calls upon all States to give high priority to eradi
cating the illicit trade in all kinds of weapons and military 
equipment, a most disturbing and dangerous phenomenon 
often associated with terrorism, drug trafficking, organ
ized crime and mercenary and other destabilizing activi-

ties, and to take urgent action towards this end, as recom
mended in the study submitted by the Secretary-General; 

3. Urges Member States to exercise effective contr'?l 
over their weapons and military equipment and th.etr 
arms imports and exports to prevent them from gettmg 
into the hands of parties engaged in the illicit arms 
trade; 

4. Also urges Member States to ensure that they have 
in place an adequate body of laws and administrative 
machinery for regulating and monitoring effectively their 
transfer of arms, to strengthen or adopt strict measures for 
their enforcement, and to cooperate at the international, re
gional and subregional levels to harmonize, where appro
priate, relevant laws, regulations and administrative proce
dures as well as their enforcement measures, with the goal 
of eradicating the illicit arms trade as stated in the recom
mendations in the study;45 

5. Invites Member States to provide the Secretary
General with relevant information on their national legis
lation and/or regulations on arms exports, imports and 
procurement, and administrative procedures, as regards 
both authorization of arms transfers and prevention of the 
illicit arms trade; 

6. Calls upon affected States to provide the Secretary
General, in accordance with national judicial procedures, 
information regarding arms and military equipment, seized 
by authorities, destined for the use of terrorists, drug traf
fickers and organized crime and for mercenary and other 
destabilizing activities, when this would assist the eradica
tion of the illicit anns trade; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to make the neces
sary arrangements to make available for consultation by 
Member States the information referred to in paragraph 5 
above, and to publish the information provided in connec
tion with paragraph 6 above; 

8. Also requests the Secretary-General to assist, upon 
request and within available resources, in holding meetings 
and seminars at the national, regional and international 
levels, as pertinent, with a view to: 

(a) Promoting the concept of transparency as a confidence
building measure; 

(b) Increasing the awareness of the destructive and 
destabilizing effects of the illicit traffic in arms and explor
ing ways and means for its eradication; 

(c) Promoting the development of internationally 
harmonized laws and administrative procedures relat
ing to official arms procurement and arms transfer poli
cies; 

(d) Promoting regional and international efforts to 
eradicate the illicit traffic in arms and providing advisory 
assistance to Member States, when so requested, on meas
ures for enforcement of relevant rules and administrative 
procedures as recommended in the study, with a view to, 
inter alia, facilitating cooperation between Member States 
in the training of their customs and other appropriate offi
cials; 

9. Further requests the Secretary-General to report to 
the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on pro
gress made in implementing the present resolution; 

10. Requests the Disarmament Commission, at its or
ganizational session in 1992, to consider including the 
issue of international arms transfers in the agenda of its 
substantive session in 1993; 
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II. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "International arms 
transfers". 

I 
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REGIONAL DISARMAMENT 

The General Assembly, 
Reca/Jing its resolution 45/58 P of 4 December 1990 on 

regional disarmament, 
Believing that the efforts of the international community 

to move towards the ideal of general and complete dis
armament are guided by the inherent human desire for 
genuine peace and security, the elimination of the danger 
of war and the release of economic, intellectual and other 
resources for peaceful pursuits, 

Affirming the abiding commitment of all States to the 
purposes and principles enshrined in the Charter of the 
United Nations in the conduct of their international rela
tions, 

Noting that essential guidelines for progress towards 
general and complete disarmament were adopted at the 
tenth special session of the General Assembly,2 

Welcoming the prospects of genuine progress in the field 
of disarmament engendered in recent years as a result of 
negotiations between the two super-Powers, 

Taking note of the recent proposals for disarmament and 
nuclear non-proliferation at the regional and subregional 
levels, 

Recognizing the importance of confidence-building 
measures for regional and international peace and secu
rity, 

Convinced that endeavours by countries to pro
mote regional disarmament, taking into account the spe
cific characteristics of each region and in accordance 
with the principle of undiminished security at the lowest 
level of armaments, would enhance the security of 
smaller States and would thus contribute to international 
peace and security by reducing the risk of regional con
flicts, 

1. Stresses that sustained efforts are needed, within the 
framework of the Conference on Disarmament and under 
the umbrella of the United Nations, to make progress on 
the entire range of disarmament issues; 

2. Affirms that global and regional approaches to dis
armament complement each other and should therefore be 
pursued simultaneously to promote regional and interna
tional peace and security; 

3. Ca/Js upon States to conclude agreements, wherever 
possible, for nuclear non-proliferation, disarmament and 
confidence-building measures at regional and subregional 
levels; 

4. Welcomes the initiatives towards disarmament, 
nuclear non-proliferation and security undertaken by some 
countries at the regional and subregional levels; 

5. Supports and encourages efforts aimed at promot
ing confidence-building measures at regional and subre
gional levels in order to ease regional tensions and to fur
ther disarmament and nuclear non-proliferation measures 
at regional and subregional levels; 

--------------------------------
6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 

forty-seventh session the item entitled "Regional disarma
ment". 

J 
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BILATERAL NUCLEAR-ARMS NEGOTIATIONS 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its previous relevant resolutions, 
Mindful that it is the responsibility and obligation of all 

States to contribute to the process of the relaxation of ten
sion and to the strengthening of international security, 

Stressing the importance of the strengthening of inter-
national security through disarmament and the halting of 
the qualitative and quantitative escalation of the arms race, 

Stressing also that general and complete disarmament 
under effective international control is by its very nature 
unattainable unless all States have the responsibility and 
join in adopting and implementing measures towards that 
objective, 

Emphasizing that nuclear disarmament and the preven
tion of nuclear war remain one of the principal tasks of our 
times, 

Concerned that the world is still threatened by the sig
nificant nuclear arsenals and that the primary responsibility 
for nuclear disarmament, with the objective of the total 
elimination of nuclear weapons, rests with the nuclear
weapon States, in particular those which possess the largest 
nuclear arsenals, 

Noting with satisfaction the positive developments in the 
current international scene, in particular the cooperation 
between the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the 
United States of America, which contributes to the process 
of general and complete disarmament and the strengthen
ing of international security, 

Recalling that, at their meeting in Washington in 1990, 
the leaders of the two major nuclear Powers, the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of Amer
ica, agreed to pursue, among other efforts, new talks on the 
relationship between strategic offensive and defensive 
arms, 

Welcoming the decision of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics to suspend all nuclear tests throughout the next 
twelve months as a contribution towards the achievement 
of a comprehensive test-ban treaty, 

Convinced that the international community should en
courage the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics and the Government of the United States of 
America in their endeavours in the process leading to the 
complete elimination of nuclear weapons, 

Affirming that bilateral and multilateral negotiations on 
disarmament should facilitate and complement each other, 

I. Expresses its satisfaction at the continued imple
mentation of the Treaty between the United States of 
America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on 
the Elimination of Their Intermediate-Range and Shorter
Range Missiles,46 in particular at the completion by both 
parties of the destruction of all their declared missiles sub
ject to elimination under the Treaty; 

2. Welcomes the signing of the Treaty on the Reduc-
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tion and Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms by the 
President of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 
the President of the United States of America in Moscow 
on 31 July 1991; 

3. Also welcomes the unilateral decision announced by 
the President of the United States of America on 27 Sep
tember 1991 significantly to reduce the size and nature of 
United States nuclear deployments worldwide and to en
hance stability, as well as the similar steps announced by 
the President ofthe Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on 
5 October 1991, in response to that decision; 

4. Recalls the stated intention of the two Governments 
concerned to intensify, following the signature of the 
Treaty on the Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offen
sive Arms, further negotiations on other issues, in particu
lar on preventing an arms race in space and achieving a 
comprehensive nuclear-test ban; 

5. Encourages and supports the Union of Soviet So
cialist Republics and the United States of America in their 
efforts to reduce their nuclear armaments and to give future 
negotiations the highest priority; 

6. Invites the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 
the United States of America to keep other Members of the 
United Nations duly informed of progress in their negotia
tions. 
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PROHIBITION OF THE DUMPING OF RADIOACTIVE WASTES 

The General Assembly, 
Bearing in mind resolutions CM/Res.ll53 (XL VIII) of 

198847 and CM/Res.l225 (L) of 198948 concerning the 
dumping of nuclear and industrial wastes in Africa, 
adopted by the Council of Ministers of the Organization of 
African Unity, 

Welcoming resolution GC(XXXIII)/RES/509 on the 
dumping of nuclear wastes, adopted on 29 September 1989 
by the General Conference of the International Atomic En
ergy Agency at its thirty-third regular session,4Q 

Welcoming also resolution GC(XXXIV)/RES/530 es
tablishing a Code of Practice on the International Trans
boundary Movement of Radioactive Waste, adopted on 21 
September 1990 by the General Conference of the Inter
national Atomic Energy Agency at its thirty-fourth regular 
session,50 

Considering its resolution 2602 C (XXIV) of 16 Decem
ber 1969, in which it requested the Conference of the Com
mittee on Disarmament,5 inter alia, to consider effective 
methods of control against the use of radiological methods 
of warfare, 

Recalling resolution CM/Res.I356 (LIV) of 1991, 
adopted by the Council ofMinisters of the Organization of 
African Unity, on the Bamako Convention on the Ban on 
the Import of Hazardous Wastes into Africa and on the 
Control of Their Transboundary Movements within Af
rica,27 

Aware of the potential hazards underlying any use of ra
dioactive wastes that would constitute radiological warfare 
and its implications for regional and international security 
and in particular for the security of developing countries, 

Desirous of promoting the implementation of paragraph 
76 of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of 
the General Assembly,2 

Aware also of the consideration of the question of dump
ing of radioactive wastes in the Conference on Disarma
ment during its 1991 session, 

Recalling its resolution 45/58 K of 4 December 1990, in 
which it requested the Conference on Disarmament to in
clude in its report to the General Assembly at its forty
sixth session the developments in the ongoing negotiations 
on this subject, 

I. Takes note of the part of the report of the Conference 
on Disarmament relating to a future convention on the pro
hibition of radiological weapons; 51 

2. Expresses grave concern regarding any use of nu
clear wastes that would constitute radiological warfare and 
have grave implications for the national security of all 
States; 

3. Calls upon all States to take appropriate measures 
with a view to preventing any dumping of nuclear or radio
active wastes that would infringe upon the sovereignty of 
States; 

4. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to take 
into accowlt, in the ongoing negotiations for a convention 
on the prohibition of radiological weapons, radioactive 
wastes as part of the scope of such a convention; 

5. Also requests the Conference on Disarmament to in
tensify efforts towards an early conclusion of such a con
vention and to include in its report to the General Assem
bly at its forty-seventh session the progress reC<'rded in the 
ongoing negotiations on this subject; 

6. Takes note of resolution CM/Res.l356 (LIV) of 
1991, adopted by the Council of Ministers of the Organi
zation of African Unity, on the Bamako Convention on the 
Ban of the Import of Hazardous Wastes into Africa and 
on the Control of Their Transboundary Movements within 
Africa; 

7. £-'presses the hope that the effective implementa
tion of the International Atomic Energy Agency Code of 
Practice on the International Transboundary Movement 
of Radioactive Waste will enhance the protection of all 
States from the dumping of radioactive wastes on their ter
ritories; 

8. Requests the International Atomic Energy Agency 
to continue keeping the subject under active review, in
cluding the desirability of concluding a legally binding 
instrument in this field; 

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Prohibition of the 
dumping of radioactive wastes". 

L 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

TRANSPARENCY IN ARMAMENTS 

The General Assembly, 
Realizing that excessive and destabilizing arms build

ups pose a threat to national, regional and international 
peace and security, particularly by aggravating tensions 
and conflict situations, giving rise to serious and urgent 
concerns, 
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Noting with satisfaction that the current international en
vironment and recent agreements and measures in the field 
of arms limitation and disarmament make it a propitious 
time to work towards easing tensions and a just resolution 
of conflict situations, as well as more openness and trans
parency in military matters, 

Recalling the consensus among Member States on im
plementing confidence-building measures, including trans
parency and exchange of relevant information on arma
ments, likely to reduce the occurrence of dangerous 
misperceptions about the intentions of States ar>d to pro
mote trust among States, 

Considering that increased openness and transparency in 
the field of armaments could enhance confidence, ease ten
sions, strengthen regional and international peace and se
curity and contribute to restraint in military production and 
the transfer of arms, 

RP..alizing the urgent need to resolve underlying con
flicts, to diminish tensions and to accelerate efforts to
wards general and complete disarmament under strict and 
etTective international control with a view to maintaining 
regional and international peace and security in a world 
free from the scourge of war and the burden of armaments, 

Recalling also that in paragraph 85 of the Final Docu
ment of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assem
bly2 it urged major arms supplier and recipient countries to 
consult on the limitation of all types of international trans
fer of conventional arms, 

Disturbed by the destabilizing and destructive effects of 
the illicit arms trade, particularly for the internal situation 
of affected States and the violation of human rights, 

Bearing in mind that, in accordance with the Charter of 
the United Nations, Member States have undertaken to pro
mote the establishment and maintenance of international 
peace and security with the least diversion for armaments 
of the world's human and economic resources, and that the 
reduction of world military expenditures could have a sig
nificant positive impact for the social and economic devel
opment of all peoples, 

Reaffirming the important role of the United Nations in 
the field of disarmament and the commitment of Member 
States to take concrete steps in order to strengthen that role, 

Recalling its resolution 43175 I of7 December 1988, 
Welcoming the study submitted by the Secretary-General, 

pursuant to paragraph 5 of resolution 43/75 I and prepared 
with the assistance of governmental experts, on ways and 
means of promoting transparency in international transfers 
of conventional arms,44 as well as the problem of the illicit 
arms trade, taking into account views of Member States 
and other relevant information, 

Recognizing the major contribution of an enhanced 
level of transparency in armaments to confidence-building 
and security among States, and also recognizing the 
urgent need to establish, under the auspices of the United 
Nations, as a first step in this direction, a universal and 
non-discriminatory register to include data on international 
arms transfers as well as other interrelated information pro
vided to the Secretary-General, 

Stressing the importance of greater transparency in the 
interest of promoting readiness to exercise restraint in 
accumulation of armaments, 

Considering that the standardized reporting of interna
tional arms transfers together with the provision of other 

interrelated information to a United Nations register will 
constitute further important steps forward in the pro":'otion 
of transparency in military matters and, as. such, ~·II e~
hance the role and effectiveness of the Umted Nations m 
promoting arms limitation and disarmament, as well as in 
maintaining international peace and security; 

Recognizing also the importance of the prevention of the 
proliferation of nuclear weapons and other weapons of 
mass destruction, 

I. Recognizes that an increased level of openness and 
transparency in the field of armaments would enhance con
fidence, promote stability, help States to exercise restraint, 
ease tensions and strengthen regional and international 
peace and security; 

2. Declares its determination to prevent the excessive 
and destabilizing accumulation of arms, including conven
tional arms, in order to promote stability and strengthen 
regional or international peace and security, taking into ac
count the legitimate security needs of States and the prin
ciple of undiminished security at the lowest possible level 
of armaments; 

3. Reaffirms the inherent right to individual or collec
tive self-defence recognized in Article 51 of the Charter of 
the United Nations, which implies that States also have the 
right to acquire arms with which to defend themselves; 

4. Reiterates its conviction, as expressed in its resolu
tion 43175 I, that arms transfers in all their aspects deserve 
serious consideration by the international community, inter 
alia, because of: 

(a) Their potential effects in further destabilizing areas 
where tension and regional conflict threaten international 
peace and security and national security; 

(b) Their potentially negative effects on the progress 
of the peaceful social and economic development of all 
peoples; 

(c) The danger of increasing illicit and covert arms 
trafficking; 

5. Calls upon all Member States to exercise due re
straint in exports and imports of conventional arms, par
ticularly in situations of tension or conflict, and to ensure 
that they have in place an adequate body of laws and ad
ministrative procedures regarding the transfer of arms and 
to adopt strict measures for their enforcement; 

6. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General 
for his study on ways and means of promoting transpar
ency in international transfers of conventional arms, which 
also addressed the problem of the illicit arms trade; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to establish and 
maintain at United Nations Headquarters in New York a 
universal and non-discriminatory Register of Conventional 
Arms, to include data on international arms transfers as 
well as information provided by Member States on military 
holdings, procurement through national production and 
relevant policies, as set out in paragraph 1 0 below and in 
accordance with procedures and input requirements in
itially comprising those set out in the annex to the present 
resolution and subsequently incorporating any adjustments 
to the annex decided upon by the General Assembly at its 
forty-seventh session in the light of the recommendations 
of the panel referred to in paragraph 8 below; 

8. Also requests the Secretary-General, with the assist
ance of a panel of governmental technical experts to be 
nominated by him on the basis of equitable geographical 
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representation, to elaborate the technical procedures and to 
make any adjustments to the annex to the present resolu
tion necessary for the effective operation of the Register, 
and to prepare a report on the modalities for early expan
sion of the scope of the Register by the addition of further 
categories of equipment and inclusion of data on military 
holdings and procurement through national production, 
and to report to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh 
session; 

9. Calls upon all Member States to provide annually 
for the Register data on imports and exports of arms in ac
cordance with the procedures established by paragraphs 7 
and 8 above; 

l 0. Invites Member States, pending the expansion of 
the Register, also to provide to the Secretary-General, with 
their annual report on imports and exports of arms, avail
able background information regarding their military hold
ings, procurement through national production and rele
vant policies, and requests the Secretary-General to record 
this material and to make it available for consultation by 
Member States at their request; 

11. Decides, with a view to future expansion, to keep 
the scope of and the participation in the Register under 
review, and, to this end: 

(a) Invites Member States to provide the Secretary
General with their views, not later than 30 April 1994, on: 

(i) The operation of the Register during its first two 
years; 

(ii) The addition of further categories of equipment 
and the elaboration of the Register to include mili
tary holdings and procurement through national 
production; 

(b) Requests the Secretary-General, with the assistance 
of a group of governmental experts convened in 1994 on 
the basis of equitable geographical representation, to pre
pare a report on the continuing operation of the Register 
and its further development, taking into account the work 
of the Conference on Disarmament as set forth in para
graphs 12 to 15 below and the views expressed by Member 
States, for submission to the General Assembly with a 
view to a decision at its forty-ninth session; 

12. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to ad
dress, as soon as possible, the question of the interrelated 
aspects of the excessive and destabilizing accumulation of 
arms, including military holdings and procurement through 
national production, and to elaborate universal and non
discriminatory practical means to increase openness and 
transparency in this field; 

13. Also requests the Conference on Disarmament to 
address the problems of, and the elaboration of practical 
means to increase, openness and transparency related to the 
transfer of high technology with military applications and 
to weapons of mass destruction, in accordance with exist
ing legal instruments; 

14. Invites the Secretary-General to provide to the 
Conference on Disarmament all relevant information, in
cluding, inter alia, views submitted to him by Member 
States and information provided under the United Nations 
system for the standardized reporting of military expendi
tures, as well as on the work of the Disarmament Commis
sion under its agenda item entitled "Objective information 
on military matters"; 

15. Further requests the Conference on Disarmament 

to include in its annual report to the General Assembly a 
report on its work on this issue; 

16. Invites ali Member States, in the meantime, to take 
measures on a national, regional and global basis, includ
ing within the appropriate forums, to promote openness 
and transparency in armaments; 

17. Calls upon all Member States to cooperate at a re
gional and subregional level, taking fully into account the 
specific conditions prevailing in the region or subregion, 
with a view to enhancing and coordinating international 
efforts aimed at increased openness and transparency in 
armaments; 

18. Also invites all Member States to inform the Secretary
General of their national arms import and export policies, 
legislation and administrative procedures, as regards both 
authorization of arms transfers and prevention of illicit 
transfers; 

19. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on progress 
made in implementing the present resolution, including 
relevant information provided by Member States; 

20. Notes that effective implementation of the present 
resolution will require an up-to-date database system in the 
Department for Disarmament Affairs of the Secretariat; 

21. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session an item entitled "Transparency in 
armaments". 

ANNEX 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

Register of Conventional Arms 

I. The Register of Conventional Arms ("the Register'') shall be estab
lished, with effect from I January 1992, and maintained at the Headquar
ters of the United Nations in New York. 

2. Concerning international arms transfers: 

(a) Member States are requested to provide data for the Register, ad
dressed to the Secretary-General, on the number of items in the following 
categories of equipment imported into or exported from their territory: 

I. Battle tanks 

A tracked or wheeled self-propelled armoured fighting vehicle 
with high cross-country mobility and a high level of self-protec
tion, weighing at least 16.5 metric tonnes unladen weight, witb a 
high muzzle velocity direct fire main gun of at least 75 milli
metres calibre. 

II. Armoured combat vehicles 

A tracked or wheeled self-propelled vehicle, with armoured pro
tection and cross-country capability, either: (a) designed and 
equipped to transport a squad of four or more infantrymen, or 
(b) armed with an integral or organic weapon of at least 20 mil
limetres calibre or an anti-tank missile launcher. 

I II. Large calibre artillery systems 

A gun, howitzer, artillery piece combining the characteristics of 
a gun and a howitzer, mortar or multiple-launch rocket system, 
capable of engaging surface targets by delivering primarily indi
re~1 fire, with a calibre of 100 millimetres and above. 

IV. Combat aircraft 

A fixed-wing or variable-geometry wing aircraft armed and 
equipped to engage targets by employing guided missiles, un
guided rockets, bombs, guns, cannons, or other weapons of de
struction. 
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V. Attack helicopters 

A rotary-wing aircraft equipped to employ anti-armour, air-to
ground, or air-to-air guided weapons and equipped with an inte
grated fire control and aiming system for these weapons. 

VI. Warships 

A vessel or submarine with a standard displacement of850 metric 
tonnes or above, armed or equipped for military use. 

VII. Missiles or missile systems 

A guided rocket, ballistic or cruise missile capable of delivering 
a payload to a range of at least 25 kilometres, or a vehicle, ap
paratus or device designed or modified for launching such muni
tions. 

(b) Data on imports provided under the present paragraph shall also 
specify the supplying State; data on exports shall also specify the recipient 
State and the State of origin if not the exporting State; 

(c) Each Member State is requested to provide data on au annual basis 
by 30 April each year in respect of imports into and exports from their 
territory in the previous calendar year; 

(d) The first such registration shall take place by 30 April 1993 in re
spect of the calendar year 1992; 

(e) lbe data so provided shall be recorded in respect of each Member 
State; 

(j) Arms "exports and imports" represent in the present resolution, in
cluding its annex, all forms of arms transfers under terms of grant, credit, 
barter or cash. 

3. Concerning other interrelated information: 

(a) Member States are invited also to provide to the Secretary-General 
available background information regarding their military holdings, pro
curement through national production, and relevant policies; 

(b) The information so provided shall be recorded in respect of ea<·h 
Member State. 

4. The Register shall be open for consultation by representatives of 
Member States at any time. 

5. In addition, the Secretary-General shall provide annually a consoli
dated report to the General Assembly of the data registered, together with 
an index of the other interrelated information. 

46/37. Review and implementation of the Concluding 
Document of the Twelfth Special Session of the 
General Assembly 

A 

WORLD DISARMAMENT CAMPAIGN 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its decision taken in 1982 at its twelfth special 

session, the second special session devoted to disarma
ment, by which the World Disarmament Campaign was 
launched, 

Recalling also its various resolutions on the subject, in
cluding resolution 45/59 C of 4 December 1990, 

Having examined the reports of the Secretary-General of 
4 October 1991 on the implementation of the World Dis
armament Campaign,52 and of30 August 1991 on the Ad
visory Board on Disarmament Matters relating to the im
plementation of the World Disarmament Campaign,53 as 
well as the Final Act of the Ninth United Nations Pledging 
Conference for the Campaign,54 held on 29 October 1991, 

Taking note with appreciation of the contributions that 
Member States have already made to the Campaign, 

I. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General of 4 
October 1991 on the World Disarmament Campaign; 

2. Commends the Secretary-General for his efforts to 
make effective use of the resources available to him in dis-

seminating as widely as possible information on arms limi
tation and disarmament to elected officials, the media, non
governmental organizations, educational communities and 
research institutes, and in carrying out an active seminar 
and conference programme; 

3. Notes with appreciation the contributions to the ef
forts of the Campaign by the United Nations information 
centres and the regional centres for disarmament; 

4. Recommends that the Campaign, as a global infor
mation programme, should further focus its efforts: 

(a) To inform, to educate and to generate public under
standing of the importance of and support for multilateral 
action, including by the United Nations and the Conference 
on Disarmament, in the field of arms limitation and dis
armament, in a factual, balanced and objective manner; 

(b) To facilitate unimpeded access to and an exchange 
of information on ideas between the public sector and public 
interest groups and organizations, and to provide an indepen
dent source of balanced and factual information that takes 
into account a range of views to help further an informed 
debate on arms limitation, disarmament and security; 

(c) To organize meetings to facilitate exchanges of 
views and information between governmental and non
governmental sectors and between governmental and other 
experts in order to facilitate the search for common 
ground; 

5. Invites all Member States to contribute to the World 
Disarmament Campaign Voluntary Trust Fund; 

6. Decides that at its forty-seventh session there should 
be a tenth United Nations Pledging Conference for the 
World Disarmament Campaign, and expresses the hope 
that on that occasion all those Member States which have 
not yet announced any voluntary contributions will do so, 
bearing in mind the objectives of the Third Disarmament 
Decade and the need to ensure its success; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session a report cov
ering both the implementation of the programme of activi
ties of the Campaign by the United Nations system during 
1992 and the programme of activities contemplated by the 
system for 1993; 

8. Also decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its forty-seventh session the item entitled "World Disarma
ment Campaign". 

B 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

REGIONAL CONFIDENCE-BUILDING MEASURES 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling the purposes and principles of the United 

Nations and its primary responsibility for the maintenance 
of international peace and security in accordance with its 
Charter, 

Bearing in mind the guidelines for general and complete 
disarmament adopted at its tenth special session, the frrst 
special session devoted to disarmament, 

Recalling also its resolutions 43178 H and 43/85 of 7 
December 1988,44/21 of 15 November 1989 and 45/58 M 
of 4 December 1990, 

COn.sidering the importance and effectiveness of confidence-
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building measures taken at the initiative and with the par
ticipation of all States concerned and taking into account 
the specific characteristics of each region, in that they can 
contribute to regional disarmament and to international 
security, in accordance with the principles of the Charter 
of the United Nations, 

Convinced that the resources released by disarmament, 
including regional disarmament, can be devoted to eco
nomic and social development and to the protection of the 
environment for the benefit of all peoples, in particular 
those of the developing countries, 

Bearing in mind the final document adopted by the 
States members of the Economic Community of Central 
African States on confidence-building measures, security, 
disarmament and development in their subregion,55 at the 
seminar-workshop held at Yaounde from 17 to 21 June 1991, 

I. Supports and encourages efforts aimed at promoting 
confidence-building measures at regional and subregional 
levels in order to ease regional tensions and to further dis
armament and non-proliferation measures at regional and 
subregional levels in Central Africa; 

2. Welcomes the initiative taken by the States members 
of the Economic Community of Central African States 
with a view to developing confidence-building measures, 
disarmament and development in their subregion, by, in 
particular, the creation, under the auspices of the United 
Nations, of a standing advisory committee on security 
questions in Central Africa; 

3. Thanks the Secretary-General for his contribution to 
the Yaounde seminar-workshop and requests him to con
tinue providing assistance to the Central African States in 
implementing the recommendations and conclusions set 
forth in the final document of the seminar-workshop, by, 
in particular, establishing the standing advisory committee 
on security questions in Central Africa; 

4. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session a report on 
the implementation of the present resolution; 

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session an item entitled "Regional confidence
building measures". 

c 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

NUCLEAR-ARMS FREEZE 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling that, in the Final Document of the Tenth Special 

Session of the General Assembly ,2 the first special session 
devoted to disarmament, adopted in 1978 and unanimously 
and categorically reaffirmed in 1982 during the twelfth 
special session of the General Assembly,56 the second special 
session devoted to disarmament, the Assembly expressed 
deep concern over the threat to the very survival of man
kind posed by the existence of nuclear weapons, 

Reaffirming the goal of general and complete disarma
ment under effective international control, 

Welcoming the new trends that have led to an improve
ment in the international security environment, 

Welcoming also the announcements of the significant 
measures, including unilateral steps, by the Union of So-

viet Socialist Republics and the United States of America, 
which could signal the reversal of the nuclear-arms race, 

Welcomingjurther the Treaty between the United States 
of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on 
the Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms, 
signed on 31 July 1991, and expressing the hope that it will 
be followed by agreement at an early date on further cuts 
in strategic nuclear arsenals, 

Convinced of the urgency of further negotiations for the 
substantial reduction and qualitative limitation of existing 
nuclear arms, 

Considering that a nuclear-arms freeze, while not an end 
in itself, would constitute an effective step to prevent the 
qualitative improvement of existing nuclear weaponry dur
ing the period when the negotiations take place, and that it 
would at the same time reinforce the favourable environ
ment for the conduct of negotiations to reduce and eventu
ally eliminate nuclear weapons, 

Convinced also that the undertakings derived from the 
freeze can be effectively verified. 

Welcoming the unilateral steps taken by the nuclear
weapon States for the cessation of the production of highly 
enriched uranium for nuclear weapons and for the shutting 
down of reactors producing weapons-grade plutonium, 

Noting with concern that all nuclear-weapon States have 
not so far taken any collective action in response to the 
call made in the relevant resolutions on the question of 
a nuclear-arms freeze, 

Convinced further that the current international situ
ation is most conducive to nuclear disarmament, 

1. Urges the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and 
the United States of America, as the two major nuclear
weapon States, to reach agreement on an immediate 
nuclear-arms freeze, which would, inter alia, provide for 
a simultaneous total stoppage of any production of nuclear 
weapons and a complete cut-off in the production of fis
sionable material for weapons purposes; 

2. Calls upon all nuclear-weapon States to agree, 
through a joint declaration, to a comprehensive nuclear
arms freeze, whose structure and scope would be the fol
lowing: 

(a) It would embrace: 

(i) A comprehensive test ban on nuclear weapons and 
on their delivery vehicles; 

(ii) The complete cessation of the manufacture of nu
clear weapons and of their delivery vehicles; 

(iii) A ban on all further deployment of nuclear weap
ons and of their delivery vehicles; 

(iv) The complete cessation of the production of fis
sionable material for weapons purposes; 

(b) It would be subject to appropriate and effective 
measures and procedures of verification; 

3. Requests once again the nuclear-weapon States to 
submit a joint report, or separate reports, to the General 
Assembly, prior to the opening of its forty-seventh session, 
on the implementation of the present resolution; 

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Nuclear-arms freeze". 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December I 99 I 



78 General Assembly-Forty-sixth Session 

D 

CONVENTION ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE 
USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

The General Assembly, 
Convinced that the existence and use of nuclear weap

ons pose the greatest threat to the survival of mankind, 
Convinced also that nuclear disarmament is the only 

ultimate guarantee against the use of nuclear weapons, 
Convinced further that a multilateral agreement prohib

iting the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons should 
strengthen international security and contribute to the cli
mate for negotiations leading to the ultimate elimination of 
nuclear weapons, 

Welcoming the Treaty between the United States of 
America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics on 
the Reduction and Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms, 
signed on 31 July 1991, 

Welcoming also the announcements by the Government 
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the Govern
ment of the United States of America of significant meas
ures, including unilateral steps, which could signal the re
versal of the nuclear-arms race, and expressing the hope 
that these will be followed by agreements at an early date 
on further cuts in strategic nuclear arsenals, 

Conscious that the recent steps taken by the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of Amer
ica towards a reduction of their nuclear weapons and the im
provement in the international climate can contribute to
wards the goal of complete elimination of nuclear weapons, 

Recalling that in paragraph 58 of the Final Document of 
the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,2 it is 
stated that all States should actively participate in efforts 
to bring about conditions in international relations among 
States in which a code of peaceful conduct of nations in 
international affairs could be agreed upon and that would 
preclude the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons, 

Reaffirming that the use of nuclear weapons would be a 
violation of the Charter of the United Nations and a crime 
against humanity, as declared in its resolutions 1653 (XVI) 
of 24 November 1961, 33171 B of 14 December 1978, 
34/83 G of II December 1979, 35/152 D of 12 December 
1980 and 36/92 I of9 December 1981, 

Noting with regret that the Conference on Disarmament. 
during its 1991 session, was not able to undertake negotia
tions with a view to achieving agreement on an interna
tional convention prohibiting the use or threat of use of 
nuclear weapons under any circumstances, taking as a 
basis the text annexed to General Assembly resolution 
45/59 B of 4 December 1990, 

I. Reiterates its request to the Conference on Disarma
ment to commence negotiations, as a matter of priority, in 
order to reach agreement on an international convention 
prohibiting the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons 
under any circumstances, taking as a basis the draft Con
vention on the Prohibition of the Use of Nuclear Weapons 
annexed to the present resolution; 

2. Also requests the Conference on Disarmament tore
port to the General Assembly on the results of these nego
tiations. 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December I 991 

ANNEX 

Drart Convention on the Prohibition or the Usc or 
Nudear Weapons 

The States Parties to this Convention, 

Alarmed by the threat to the very survival of mankind posed by the ex· 
istence of nuclear weapons, 

Convinced that any use of nuclear weapons constitutes a violation of 
the Charter of the United Nations and a crime against humanity, 

Convinced that this Convention would be a step towards the complete 
elimination of nuclear weapons leading to general and complete disarma
ment under strict and effective international control, 

Determined to continue negotiations for the achievement of this goal, 

Have agreed as follows: 

Article 1 

The States Parties to this Convention solemnly undertake not to use or 
threaten to use nuclear weapons under any circumstances. 

Article 2 

This Convention shall be of unlimited duration. 

Article 3 

I. This Convention shall be open to all States for signature. Any 
State that does not sign the Convention before its entry into force in 
accordance with paragraph 3 of this article may accede to it at any 
time. 

2. This Convention shall be subject to ratification by signatory States. 
Instruments of ratification or accession shall be deposited with the Secretary
General of the United Nations. 

3. This Convention shall enter into force on the deposit of instruments 
of ratification by twenty-live Governments, including the Governments of 
the five nuclear-weapon States, in accordance with paragraph 2 of this 
article. 

4. For States whose instruments of ratification or accession are 
deposited after the entry into force of the Convention, it shall enter into 
force on the date of the deposit of their instruments of ratification or ac
cession. 

5. The depositary shall promptly inform all signatory and acceding 
States of the date of each signature, the date of deposit of each instrument 
of ratification or accession and the date of the entry into force of this Con
vention, as well as of the receipt of other notices. 

6. lliis Convention shall be registered by the depositary in accordance 
with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations. 

Article 4 

This Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, 
Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited 
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall send duly cer
tified copies thereof to the Government of the signatory and acceding 
States. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto by 
their respective Governments, have signed this Convention, opened for 
signature at--~ ----~-~ on the __ day of ____ one thousand 
nine hundred and ___________ _ 

E 

UNITED NAllONS DISARMAMENT FELLOWSHIP, TRAINING 
AND ADVISORY SERVICES PROGRAMME 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 

on the United Nations disarmament fellowship, training 
and advisory services programme,57 

Recalling its dec is ion, contained in paragraph I 08 of 
the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of 
the General Assembly,2 the first special session devoted to 
disarmament, to establish a programme of fellowships on 
disarmament, as well as its decisions contained in annex 
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IV to the Concluding Document of the Twelfth Special 
Session of the General Assembly,56 the second special 
session devoted to disarmament, in which it decided, 
inter alia, to continue the programme and to increase the 
number of fellowships from twenty to twenty-five as from 
1983, 

Noting with satisfaction that the programme has already 
trained an appreciable number of public officials selected 
from geographical regions represented in the United Nations 
system, most of whom are now in positions of responsibil
ity in the field of disarmament affairs in their respective 
countries or Governments, 

Recalling also its resolutions 37/IOO G of 13 December 
1982, 38173 C of 15 December 1983, 39/63 B of 12 De
cember 1984,40/151 H of 16 December 1985,41/60 H of 
3 December 1986, 42/39 I of 30 November 1987, 43176 F 
of 7 December 1988, 44/ll? E of 15 December 1989 and 
45159 A of 4 December 1990, 

Noting also with satisfaction that the programme, as de
signed, has enabled an increased number of public offi
cials, particularly from the developing countries, to acquire 
more expertise in the sphere of disarmament, 

Believing that the forms of assistance available to Mem
ber States, particularly to developing countries, under the 
programme will enhance the capabilities of their officials 
to follow ongoing deliberations and negotiations on dis
armament, both bilateral and multilateral, 

I. Reaffirms its decisions contained in annex IV to the 
Concluding Document of the Twelfth Special Session of 
the General Assembly and the report of the Secretary
General58 approved by resolution 33171 E of 14 December 
1978; 

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Governments of 
Finland, France, Germany, Japan, Sweden and the United 
States of America for inviting the 1991 fellows to study 
selected activities in the field of disarmament, thereby 
contributing to the fulfilment of the overall objectives of 
the programme; 

3. Notes with satisfaction that, within the framework 
of the programme, the Department for Disarmament Af
fairs of the Secretariat organized regional disarmament 
workshops for Africa in April 1989 at Lagos, for Asia and 
the Pacific in January 1991 at Bandung, Indonesia, and for 
Latin America and the Caribbean in July 1991 at Mexico 
City; 

4. Expresses its appreciation to the Governments of 
Nigeria, Indonesia and Mexico for their support of the re
gional disarmament workshops, as well as to the Govern
ments of Norway and New Zealand for making financial 
contributions; 

5. Commends the Secretary-General for the diligence 
with which the programme has continued to be carried 
out; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to continue the im
plementation of the programme within existing resources 
and to report to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh 
session. 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

F 

UNITED NATIONS REGIONAL CENTRE FOR PEACE AND DIS
ARMAMENT IN AFRICA, UNITED NATIONS REGIONAL 
CENTRE FOR PEACE AND DISARMAMENT IN ASIA AND 
THE PACIFIC AND UNITED NATIONS REGIONAL CENTRE 
FOR PEACE, DISARMAMENT AND DEVELOPMENT IN 
LA TIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 40/151 G of 16 December 

1985, 41/60 D of 3 December 1986, 42/39 J of 30 Novem
ber 1987 and 43/76 D of? December 1988 on the United 
Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in 
Africa, 41/60 J of 3 December 1986, 42/39 K of 30 No
vember 1987 and 43176 H of 7 December 1988 on the 
United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament 
and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean, 
42/39 D of30 November 1987 and 43176 G of? December 
1988 on the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and 
Disarmament in Asia, and 44/117 F of 15 December 1989 
and 45/59 E of 4 December 1990 on the United Nations 
Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Africa, 
United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarma
ment in Asia and the Pacific and United Nations Regional 
Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, 

Reaffirming its resolutions 37/100 F of 13 December 
1982,38173 J of 15 December 1983,39/63 F of 12 Decem
ber 1984, 40/94 A of 12 December 1985, 41/59 M of 3 
December 1986, 42/39 E of 30 November 1987, 44/117 B 
of 15 December 1989 and 45/58 M of 4 December 1990 
on regional disarmament, 

Convinced that the initiatives and activities mutually 
agreed upon by Member States of the respective regions 
aimed at fostering mutual confidence and security, as 
well as the implementation and coordination of regional 
activities under the World Disarmament Campaign, would 
encourage and facilitate the development of effective 
measures of confidence-building, arms limitation and dis
armament in these regions, 

Welcoming the programme of activities carried out by 
the regional centres, which have contributed substantially 
to understanding and cooperation among the States in 
each particular region and have thereby strengthened the 
role assigned to each regional centre in the areas of peace, 
disarmament and development, 

Recognizing the need to provide the regional centres 
with financial viability and stability so as to facilitate the 
effective planning and implementation of their respective 
programmes of activities, 

Expressing its gratitude to the Member States and inter
national governmental and non-governmental organiza
tions and foundations that have contributed to the trust 
funds of the three regional centres, 

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary
General on the three regional centres, 59 and of his efforts 
in providing the necessary administrative measures to per
mit the effective functioning of the three centres, which are 
an integral part of the Department for Disarmament Affairs 
of the Secretariat, 

I. Encourages the regional centres to continue intensi
fying their efforts, in accordance with their mandates, in 
promoting cooperation mnong the States in their respective 
regions with a view to facilitating the development of ef-
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fective measures of confidence-building, arms limitation 
and disarmament; 

2. Commends the Secretary-General for all the efforts 
he has made to assist the regional centres in carrying out 
their programmes of activities, and requests him to con
tinue to provide all the necessary support to the centres; 

3. Appeals once again to Member States, as well as 
to international governmental and non-governmental or
ganizations and foundations, to make voluntary contribu
tions in order to strengthen the programmes of activities 
of the regional centres and their effective implementa
tion; 

4. Decides that, to ensure the continued financial vi
ability of the regional centres, the administrative costs of 
the centres shall be fmanced from the regular budget; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution. 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

46/38. Review of the implementation of the recom
mendations and decisions adopted by the Gen
eral Assembly at its tenth special session 

A 

REPORT OF THE DISARMAMENT COMMISSION 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the annual report of the Disarmament 

Commission, 60 

Considering the role that the Disarmament Commission 
has been called upon to play and the contribution that it 
should make in examining and submitting recommenda
tions on various problems in the field of disarmament and 
in the promotion of the implementation of the relevant 
decisions of the tenth special session, 

Recalling its resolution 45/62 B of 4 December 1990, 
l. Takes note of the annual report of the Disarmament 

Commission; 
2. Notes with satisfaction that the Disarmament Com

mission has successfully implemented its reform pro
gramme and has made considerable progress on substan
tive items on its agenda, pursuant to the "Ways and means 
to enhance the functioning of the Disarmament Commis
sion" adopted at its 1990 substantive session;61 

3. Recalls the role of the Disarmament Commission 
as the specialized, deliberative body within the United 
Nations multilateral disarmament machinery that allows 
for in-depth deliberations on specific disarmament issues, 
leading to the submission of concrete recommendations on 
those issues; 

4. Requests the Disarmament Commission to continue 
its work in accordance with its mandate, as set forth in 
paragraph 118 of the Final Document of the Tenth Special 
Session of the General Assembly,2 and with paragraph 3 
of resolution 37/78 H of9 December 1982, and to that end 
to make every effort to achieve specific recommendations 
on the items on its agenda, taking into account the adopted 
"Ways and means to enhance the functioning of the Dis
armament Commission"; 

5. Stresses the importance for the Disarmament Com
mission to work on the basis of a relevant agenda of dis
armament topics, thereby enabling the Commission to con
centrate its efforts and thus optimize its progress on 
specific subjects in accordance with resolution 37/78 H; 

6. Notes with satisfaction that the Disarmament Com
mission, at its 1991 organizational session, adopted the fol
lowing items for consideration at its 1992 substantive ses
sion: 

(I) Objective information on military matters; 
(2) Process of nuclear disarmament in the framework 

of international peace and security, with the objec
tive of the elimination of nuclear weapons; 

(3) Regional approach to disarmament within the con
text of global security; 

( 4) The role of science and technology in the context 
of international security, disarmament and other 
related fields; 

7. Also requests the Disarmament Commission to meet 
for a period not exceeding four weeks during 1992 and to 
submit a substantive report to the General Assembly at its 
forty-seventh session; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the 
Disarmament Commission the annual report of the Con
ference on Disarmament,31 together with all the official 
records ofthe forty-sixth session of the General Assembly 
relating to disarmament matters, and to render all assist
ance that the Commission may require for implementing 
the present resolution; 

9. Also requests the Secretary-General to ensure full 
provision to the Commission and its subsidiary bodies of 
interpretation and translation facilities in the official lan
guages, and to assign, as a matter of priority, all the nec
essary resources and services to this end; 

l 0. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Report of the Dis
armament Commission". 

B 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAMME OF DISARMAMENT 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 2602 E (XXIV) of 16 December 

1969, in which it declared the decade of the 1970s as a 
Disarmament Decade and requested, inter alia, the then 
Conference of the Committee on Disarmament to work out 
"a comprehensive programme, dealing with all aspects of 
the problem of the cessation of the arms race and general 
and complete disarmament under effective international 
control, which would provide the Conference with a guide
line to chart the course of its further work and its negotia
tions", 

Recalling also its resolution 35/46 of 3 December 1980 
by which it adopted the Declaration of the 1980s as th~ 
Second Disarmament Decade, which, inter alia, called for 
the elaboration of the comprehensive programme of dis
armament with the utmost urgency, 

Recalling further its resolution 45/62 E of 4 December 
1990, in which it requested the Conference on Disarma
ment to re-establish, at the beginning of its 1991 session, 
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the Ad Hoc Committee on the Comprehensive Programme 
of Disarmament, 

Bearing in mind the conclusions reached by the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the Comprehensive Programme of Disarma
ment in its report of 1989 to the effect that "it should 
resume work with the view to resolving the outstanding 
issues in the near future, when circumstances are more 
conducive to making progress in this regard",62 

Convinced that a comprehensive programme of disarma
ment would provide an appropriate framework for the vari
ous multilateral, bilateral and unilateral initiatives and pro
posals put forward recently, 

Considering that the present international situation is 
conducive to a renewed effort towards the conclusion of 
the comprehensive programme of disarmament, 

Considering also that the conclusion of the elaboration 
of the comprehensive programme of disarmament would 
constitute an important contribution to the success of the 
Third Disarmament Decade and to the strengthening of the 
role of the United Nations in the field of disarmament, 

I. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to re
establish, at the beginning of its 1992 session, the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the Comprehensive Programme of Disarma
ment; 

2. Recommends that the Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Comprehensive Programme of Disarmament resume its 
work, building on the texts already agreed to, with the view 
to resolving the outstanding issues and thus concluding 
negotiations on it; 

3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Comprehensive 
programme of disarmament". 

c 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its previous resolutions, in particular resolu

tion 45/62 D of 4 December 1990, 
Having considered the report of the Conference on Dis

armament,31 

Convinced that the Conference on Disarmament, as the 
single multilateral negotiating body on disarmament, 
should have the primary role in substantive negotiations on 
priority questions of disarmament, 

Expressing its regret that the Conference on Disarma
ment was not able in 1991 to commence negotiations on 
the nuclear issues on its agenda, 

Expressing its expectation that the Conference on Dis
armament, in view of the positive current process in some 
fields of disarmament, will be in a position to reach con
crete agreements on disarmament issues to which the 
United Nations has assigned the greatest priority and ur
gency and which have been under consideration for a num
ber of years, 

Considering that in the present international climate it 
is more than ever imperative to give additional impetus to 
negotiations on disarmament at all levels, 

Taking note with satisfaction of the relevant paragraphs 
of the report of the Conference on Disarmament on the pro-

gress towards improved and effective functioning of the 
Conference,63 and expressing the hope that the process will 
continue in all aspects of its work, 

1. Reaffirms the role of the Conference on Disarma
ment as the single multilateral disarmament negotiating 
forum of the international community; 

2. Welcomes the progress in the negotiations on the 
elaboration of a draft convention on the complete and ef
fective prohibition of the development, production, stock
piling and use of all chemical weapons and on their de
struction, and urges the Conference on Disarmament to 
intensify its work with a view to completing negotiations 
on such a draft convention in 1992; 

3. Calls upon the Conference on Disarmament to 
strengthen its work, within the framework of ad hoc com
mittees as the most appropriate mechanism, and to adopt 
concrete measures on the specific priority issues of dis
armament on its agenda, in accordance with the Pro
gramme of Action set forth in section III of the Final Docu
ment of the Tenth Special Session of the General 
Assembly:2 

4. Urges the Conference on Disarmament to provide 
negotiating mandates to ad hoc committees on all agenda 
items, in keeping with the fundamental role of the Confer
ence as identified in the Final Document of the Tenth 
Special Session; 

5. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to submit 
a report on its work to the General Assembly at its forty
seventh session; 

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Report of the Con
ference on Disarmament". 

D 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

THE TRANSFER OF HIGH TECHNOLOGY WITH MILITARY 
APPLICATIONS 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the annual report of the Disarmament 

Commission, 60 

Taking note of the report of Working Group IV of the 
Disarman1ent Commission on the agenda item entitled 
"The role of science and technology in the context of 
international security, disarmament and other related 
fields", 64 

Considering, in this connection, the interest expressed 
in the Working Group in continuing the consideration of 
the question of the transfer of high technology with mili
tary applications, bearing in mind the proposal for seeking 
universally acceptable international norms or guidelines to 
regulate such transfer, 

Recognizing that norms or guidelines for the transfer of 
high technology with military applications should take into 
account legitimate requirements for the maintenance of 
international peace and security, while ensuring that they 
do not deny access to high-technology products, services 
and know-how for peaceful purposes, 

I. Calls upon the Disarmament Commission to con
tinue its consideration, within the scope of its agenda, of 
all relevant aspects of the question of the transfer of high 
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technology with military applications at its 1992 session, 
with a view to concluding its work on this matter at its 
1993 session; 

2. Invites all Member States to make available to the 
Secretary-General pertinent information and comments on 
this subject, taking into account arrangements, laws and 
regulations related to international transfers of high tech
nology with military applications, as appropriate; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to 
the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session, taking 
into account the information and comments transmitted by 
Member States. 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

46/39. Israeli nuclear armament 

The General Assembly, 
Bearing in mind its previous resolutions on Israeli nu

clear armament, the latest of which is resolution 45/63 of 
4 December 1990, 

Recalling its resolution 44/108 of 15 December 1989, in 
which, inter alia, it called for placing all nuclear facilities 
in the region under International Atomic Energy Agency 
safeguards, pending the establishment of a nuclear
weapon-free zone in the Middle East, 

Recalling also that the Security Council, in its resolution 
487 (1981 ), called upon Israel urgently to place all its nu
clear facilities under Agency safeguards, 

Noting with grave concern Israel's persistent refusal to 
commit itself not to manufacture or acquire nuclear weap
ons, despite repeated calls by the General Assembly, the 
Security C01mcil and the International Atomic Energy 
Agency, 

Taking note of resolution GC(XXXV)IRES/570, adopted 
on 20 September 1991 by the General Conference of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency,26 

Taking into consideration the final document on inter
national security and disarmament adopted by the Ninth 
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non
Aligned Countries, held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 September 
1989,17 and in particular its paragraph 12, which relates to 
Israel's nuclear capabilities, 

Deeply alarmed by the information with regard to the 
continuing production, development and acquisition of nu
clear weapons by Israel and its testing of their delivery sys
tems in the Mediterranean and elsewhere, thus threatening 
the peace and security of the region, and equally alarmed 
by reports of Israel's placing on alert its nuclear arsenal 
during conflicts in the Middle East, 

Aware of the grave consequences that endanger interna
tional peace and security as a result oflsrael's development 
and acquisition of nuclear weapons and Israel's collabora
tion with South Africa in developing their delivery sys
tems, 

Deeply concerned that Israel has not committed itself to 
rdrain from attacking or threatening to attack safeguarded 
nuclear facilities, 

I. Deplores Israel's refusal to renounce possession of 
nuclear weapons; 

2. Expresses grave concern at the cooperation between 
Israel and South Africa in the military nuclear fields; 

3. Expresses its deep concern regarding the informa
tion on Israel's continuing production, development and 
acquisition of nuclear weapons and testing of their delivery 
systems; 

4. Reaffirms that Israel should promptly apply Security 
Council resolution 487 (1981), in which the Council, inter 
alia, requested it to place all nuclear facilities under Inter
national Atomic Energy Agency safeguards and to refrain 
from attacking or threatening to attack nuclear facilities; 

5. Calls upon all States and organizations that have not 
yet done so not to cooperate with or give assistance to 
Israel that could enhance its nuclear-weapons capability; 

6. Requests the International Atomic Energy Agency 
to inform the Secretary-General of any steps Israel may 
take to place its nuclear facilities under Agency safe
guards; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to follow close I y 
Israeli nuclear activities and to report thereon to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session; 

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Israeli nuclear 
armament". 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

46/40. Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on 
the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons 
Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Inju·
rious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 32/152 of 19 December 1977, 

35/153 of 12 December 1980,36/93 of9 December 1981, 
37179 of 9 December 1982, 38/66 of 15 December 1983, 
39/56 of 12 December 1984,40/84 of 12 December 1985, 
41/50 of 3 December 1986, 42/30 of 30 November 1987, 
43/67 of 7 December 1988 and 45/64 of 4 December 1990, 

Recalling with satisfaction the adoption, on 10 October 
1980, of the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on 
the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May 
Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indis
criminate Effects,65 together with the Protocol on Non
Detectable Fragments (Protocol 1),65 the Protocol on Pro
hibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby Traps 
and Other Devices (Protocol 11)65 and the Protocol on Pro
hibitions or Restrictions on the Use oflncendiary Weapons 
(Protocol III), 65 

Reaffirming its conviction that general agreement on the 
prohibition or restriction of use of specific conventional 
weapons would significantly reduce the suffering of civil
ian populations and of combatants, 

Taking note wah satisfaction of the report of the Secretary
General,66 

1. Notes with satisfaction that an increasing number of 
States have either signed, ratified, accepted or acceded to 
the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use 
of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed 
to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate 
Effects, which was opened for signature in New York on 
10 April 1981; 
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2. Also notes with satisfaction that, consequent upon 
the fulfilment of the conditions set out in article 5 of the 
Convention, the Convention and the three Protocols an
nexed thereto entered into force on 2 December 1983; 

3. Urges all States that have not yet done so to exert 
their best endeavours to become parties to the Convention 
and the Protocols annexed thereto as early as possible, so 
as ultimately to obtain universality of adherence; 

4. Stresses that, under article 8 of the Convention, con
ferences may be convened to consider amendments to the 
Convention or any of the annexed Protocols, to consider 
additional protocols relating to other categories of conven
tional weapons not covered by the existing annexed Proto
cols or to review the scope and operation of the Convention 
and the Protocols annexed thereto and to consider any pro
posal for amendments to the Convention or to the existing 
Protocols and any proposals for additional protocols re
lating to other categories of conventional weapons not 
covered by the existing Protocols; 

5. Notes, taking into account the nature of the Conven
tion, the potential of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross to consider questions pursuant to the Conven
tion; 

6. Request~ the Secretary-General as depositary of the 
Convention and its three annexed Protocols to inform the 
General Assembly from time to time of the state of adher
ence to the Convention and its Protocols; 

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Convention on 
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conven
tional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively 
Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects". 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

46/41. Question of Antarctica 

A 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the item entitled "Question of Ant

arctica", 
Recalling its resolutions 38/77 of 15 December 1983, 

39/152 of 17 December 1984, 40/156 A and B of 16 De
cember 1985, 41/88 A and B of 4 December 1986, 42/46 
A and B of 30 November 1987, 43/83 A and B of 7 De
cember 1988, 441124 A and B of 15 December 1989 and 
45178 A and B of 12 December 1990, 

Recalling also the relevant paragraphs of the final docu
ments adopted by the Ninth Conference of Heads of State 
or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Bel
grade from 4 to 7 September 1989,17 the second meeting 
of States of the Zone of Peace and Cooperation of the 
South Atlantic, held at Ahuja from 25 to 29 June 1990,67 

the Nineteenth Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers, 
held at Cairo from 31 July to 5 August 1990,68 and the 
meeting of the Commonwealth Heads of Government, held 
at Harare from 16 to 22 October 1991,69 

Taking into account the debates on this item held since 
its thirty-eighth session, 

Reaffirming the principle that the international commu
nity is entitled to information covering all aspects of Ant-

arctica and that the United Nations should be made the 
repository for all such information in accordance with Gen
eral Assembly resolutions 41/88 A, 42/46 B, 43/83 A, 
44/124 Band 45178 A, 

Conscious of the particular significance of Antarctica to 
the international community in terms, inter alia, of inter
national peace and security, environment, its effects on 
global climate conditions, economy and scientific research, 

Conscious also of the interrelationship between Antarc
tica and the physical, chemical and biological processes 
that regulate the total Earth system, 

Welcoming the increasing recognition of the significant 
impact that Antarctica exerts on the global environment 
and ecosystems and of the need for a comprehensive agree
ment to be negotiated by the international community on 
the protection and conservation of the Antarctic environ
ment and its dependent and associated ecosystems, 

Sharing the concern over the environmental degradation 
of Antarctica and its impact on the global environment ex
pressed at the first, second and third substantive sessions 
of the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Con
ference on Environment and Development, 

Welcoming the increasing support, including by some 
Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties, for the establishment 
of Antarctica as a nature reserve or world park to ensure 
the protection and conservation of its environment and its 
dependent and associated erosystems for the benefit of all 
mankind, 

Welcoming the signing of the Protocol on Environmental 
Protection by the Antarctic Treaty parties on 3 October 
1991 at Madrid, which among other things banned pros
pecting and mining in and around Antarctica for the next 
fifty years, 

Welcoming also the ongoing trend in acknowledging the 
need for internationally coordinated scientific research 
stations in Antarctica in order to minimize unnecessary 
duplication and logistical support facilities, 

Welcoming fUrther the increasing awareness of and in
terest in Antarctica shown by the international community, 
and convinced of the advantages to the whole of mankind 
of a better knowledge of Antarctica, 

Affirming it~ conviction that, in the interest of all man
kind, Antarctica should continue for ever to be used exclu
sively for peaceful purposes <Uld that it should not become 
the scene or object of international discord, 

Reaffirming that the management and use of Antarctica 
should be conducted in accordance with the purposes and 
principles of the Charter of the United Nations and in the 
interest of maintaining international peace and security and 
of promoting international cooperation for the benefit of 
mankind as a whole, 

Convinced of the need to prevent or minimize any nega
tive impact of human activity resulting from the large num
ber of scientific stations and expeditions, including tour
ism, in Antarctica on the environment and its dependent 
and associated ecosystems, 

I. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
a United Nations--sponsored station in Antarctica70 and 
decides to keep the matter under review; 

2. Takes note also of the report of the Secretary-General 
on the state of the environment in Antarctica/1 and re
quests the Secretary-General to monitor and gather infor
mation within existing resources on the state of the envi-
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ronment in Antarctica and to submit an annual report to the 
General Assembly; 

3. Expresses its regret that, despite the numerous reso
lutions adopted by the General Assembly, the Secretary
General or his representative has not been invited to the 
meetings of the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties, and 
urges once again the Consultative Parties to invite the 
Secretary-General or his representative to their future 
meetings; 

4. Reiterates its call upon the Antarctic Treaty Con
sultative Parties to deposit information and documents 
covering all aspects of Antarctica with the Secretary
General of the United Nations, and requests the Secretary
General to submit a repon on his evaluations thereof to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session; 

5. Expresses its disappointment, while welcoming the 
recent signing at Madrid of the Protocol on Envirorunental 
Protection by the Antarctic Treaty parties, that the Protocol 
was not negotiated with the full participation of the inter
national community; 

6. Expresses its concern that the Madrid Protocol on 
Environmental Protection lacks the monitoring and imple
mentation mechanisms to comply with the provisions of 
the Protocol and has not taken into consideration the call 
of the international community to ban permanently pros
pecting and mining in Antarctica; 

7. Underlines its call that any move at drawing up an 
international convention to establish a nature reserve or 
world park in Antarctica and its dependent and associated 
ecosystems must be negotiated with the full participation 
of the international community; 

8. Reaffirms the need to promote public awareness of 
the importance of Antarctica to the ecosystem, and in this 
regard requests the Secretary-General to explore the possi
bility of providing the relevant materials on Antarctica 
through the Department of Public Information of the Sec
retariat; 

9. Calls upon the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties 
to increase the level of cooperation and collaboration with 
a view to reducing the number of scientific stations in Ant
arctica; 

I 0. Urges all members of the international community 
to ensure that all activities in Antarctica are carried out 
exclusively for the purpose of peaceful scientific investi
gation and that all such activities will ensure the mainte
nance of international peace and security and the protection 
of the Antarctic environment and are for the benefit of all 
mankind; 

ll. Urges all States Members of the United Nations to 
cooperate with the Secretary-General and to continue con
sultations on all aspects relating to Antarctica; 

12. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled ''Question of Ant
arctica". 

B 

The General Assembly, 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

Recalling its resolutions 43/83 B of 7 December 1988, 
44/124 B of 15 December 1989 and 45/78 B of 12 Decem
ber 1990, 

Having considered the item entitled "Question of Ant
arctica", 

Noting with regret that the apartheid minority regime of 
South Africa, which has been suspended from participation 
in the General Assembly of the United Nations, has oon
tinued to participate in the meetings of the Antarctic Treaty 
Consultative Parties, 

Recalling the resolution adopted by the Council of Min
isters of the Organization of African Unity at its fiftieth 
ordinary session, held at Addis Ababa from 17 to 22 July 
1989,48 

Recalling the relevant paragraphs of the final documents 
adopted by the Ninth Conference of Heads of State or Gov
ernment of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Belgrade from 
4 to 7 September 1989,17 

Recalling also declaration AHG/Decl.4 (XXVII) on 
South Africa adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State 
and Government of the Organization of African Unity at 
its twenty-seventh ordinary session, held at Ahuja from 
3 to 5 June 1991,72 

Recalling forther that the Antarctic Treaty71 is, by its 
terms, intended to further the purposes and principles em
bodied in the Charter of the United Nations, 

Noting that the system of apartheid existing in South Af
rica, which has been universally condemned, constitutes a 
threat to regional and international peace and security. 

l. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;74 

2. Views with concern the continuing participation of 
the apartheid minority regime of South Africa in the meet
ings of the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties; 

3. Appeals once again to the Antarctic Treaty Consul
tative Parties to take urgent measures to exclude the apart
heid minority regime from participation in their meetings 
at the earliest possible date until such time that the abhor
rent system and practices of apartheid minority domination 
are totally eliminated in South Africa; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report in 
this regard to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh 
session, taking into account the concern expressed in para
graph 2 above; 

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Question of Ant
arctica". 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

46/42. Strengthening of security and cooperation in 
the Mediterranean region 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its relevant resolutions, including its resolu

tion 45/79 of 12 December 1990, 
Reaffirming the primary role of the Mediterranean coun

tries in strengthening and promoting peace, security and 
cooperation in the Mediterranean region, 

Recognizing the efforts realized so far and the determi
nation of the Mediterranean countries to intensify the pro
cess of dialogue and consultations with the view to resolv
ing the problems existing in the Mediterranean, 

Expressing concern at the persistent tension and con
tinuing military operations and activities in parts of the 



III. Resolutions adopted on tbe reports or tbe First Committee 85 

Mediterranean region and the consequent threat to peace 
and security, 

Recognizing also the indivisible character of security in 
the Mediterranean and that the enhancement of cooperation 
among Mediterranean countries with a view to promoting 
the economic and social development of all peoples of the 
region will contribute significantly to stability, peace and 
security in the region, 

Recognizing forther that the positive developments tak
ing place worldwide, particularly in Europe, would contrib
ute to enhancing prospects for closer Euro-Mediterranean 
cooperation in all spheres, 

Expressing satisfaction at the growing awareness of the 
need for joint efforts by all Mediterranean countries so as 
to strengthen economic, social, cultural and environmental 
cooperation in the Mediterranean region, 

Reaffirming the responsibility of all States to conform 
in their actions to the purposes and principles of the Char
ter of the United Nations, as well as to the provisions of 
the Declaration on Principles of International Law con
cerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States 
in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations/5 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
this item ,76 

1. Reaffirms that security in the Mediterranean is 
closely linked to European security as well as to interna
tional peace and security; 

2. Expresses satisfaction at the continuing efforts by 
Mediterranean States to contribute actively to the elimina
~~d~~~~~in~~~~to~~ 
motion of just and lasting solutions, thus ensuring the 
withdrawal of foreign forces of occupation and the right 
of peoples under colonial or foreign domination to self
determination and independence in accordance with the 
Charter and resolutions of the United Nations; 

3. Emphasizes the need for a just and peaceful settle
ment of persistent problems in the region, for respecting 
and safeguarding the sovereignty, independence and terri
torial integrity of all countries and peoples of the Mediter
ranean and for full adherence to the principles of non-use 
of force or threat of use of force and the inadmissibility of 
the acquisition of territory by force, in accordance with the 
Charter and the relevant resolutions of the United Nations; 

4. Welcomes the decision announced by the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of Amer
ica no longer to deploy tactical nuclear weapons on naval 
vessels and the positive effect that this will have on the 
process of confidence- and security-building and disarma
ment in the Mediterranean; 

5. Notes the adoption in December 1990 of the Charter 
of Paris for a New Europe77 by the heads of State or Gov
ernment of the States participating in the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe, which, inter alia, un
derlined their wish to promote favourable conditions for a 
harmonious development and diversification of relations 
with the non-participating Mediterranean States; 

6. Takes note of the conclusions of the Tenth Ministe
rial Meeting of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, 
held at Accra from 2 to 7 September 1991, which, inter 
alia, welcomed the continuing efforts of the non-aligned 
countries in the region to promote the process of an open 
and constructive dialogue for peace, stability, security, de
velopment and cooperation in the region and supported the 

initiatives being undertaken by Mediterranean countries in 
this respect; 

7. Welcomes in this context the decisions taken by the 
Second Ministerial Meeting of the Western Mediterranean 
Countries, held at Algiers in October 1991. and the deci
sion concerning the forthcoming summit meeting of the 
Western Mediterranean countries, to be held at Tunis in 
early 1992; 

8. Notes also the continued widespread support among 
Mediterranean countries for the convening of a conference 
on security and cooperation in the Mediterranean, as well 
as the ongoing regional consultations to create the appro
priate conditions for its convening; 

9. Encourages the non-aligned Mediterranean coun
tries and the European Mediterranean countries to redouble 
their efforts to promote and implement confidence- and 
security-building measures in the disarmament field and to 
eliminate the economic and social disparities in levels of 
development in the Mediterranean region, thus enhancing 
peace, security and cooperation in the region; 

I 0. Urges all States to cooperate with the Mediterra
nean States in the intensification of existing forms of co
operation in various fields, with a view to reducing tension, 
promoting peace and security and ensuring stability, pros
perity and support for democratic processes, economic re
forms and development in the countries of the region, in 
accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter; 

II. Invites all Member States, as well as the relevant 
regional organizations and subregional groupings, to 
communicate to the Secretary-General concrete ideas 
and suggestions concerning this issue, and requests the 
Secretary-General to submit a report to the General Assem
bly at its forty-seventh session; 

12. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Strengthening of 
security and cooperation in the Mediterranean region". 

65th plenary meeting 
6 December 1991 

46/49. Implementation of the Declaration of the 
Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone 

of Peace, contained in its resolution 2832 (XXVI) of 16 
December 1971, and recalling also its resolutions 2992 
(XXVII) of 15 December 1972, 3080 (XXVIII) of 6 De
cember 1973,3259 A (XXIX) of9 December 1974, 3468 
(XXX) of II December 1975, 31/88 of 14 December 1976, 
32/86 of 12 December 1977, S-1 0/2 of30 June 1978,33/68 
of 14 December 1978, 34/80 A and B of 11 December 
1979,35/150 of 12 December 1980,36/90 of9 December 
1981, 3 7/96 of 13 December 1982, 3 8/185 of 20 December 
1983,39/149 of 17 December 1984,40/153 of 16 Decem
ber 1985, 41187 of 4 December 1986, 42/43 of 30 Novem
ber 1987, 43179 of 7 December 1988, 44/120 of 15 Deet:m
ber 1989, 45177 of 12 December 1990 and other relevant 
resolutions, 

Reaffirming that the establishment of zones of peace in 
various regions of the world under appropriate conditions, 
to be clearly defined and determined freely by the States 
concerned in the zone, taking into account the charac-
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teristics of the zone and the principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations and in conformity with international law. 
can contribute to strengthening the security of States 
within such zones and to international peace and security 
as a whole, 

Recalling also the report of the Meeting of the Littoral 
and Hinterland States of the Indian Ocean held in July 
1979,78 

Recalling fUrther paragraph 22 of the fmal document on 
international security and disannament adopted by the 
Ninth Conference of Heads of State or Government of 
Non-Aligned Countries, held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 Sep
tember 1989,17 

Reaffirming its conviction that concrete action for the 
achievement of the objectives of the Declaration of the 
Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace would be a substantial 
contribution to the strengthening of international peace and 
security, as well as to the independence, sovereignty, ter
ritorial integrity and peaceful development of the States of 
the region, 

Convinced that agreement on such action should be 
facilitated by encouraging developments in international 
relations that could have beneficial effects on the region, 

Also convinced that the continued military presence of 
the great Powers in the Indian Ocean area, conceived in
itially in the context of their confrontation, gives urgency 
to the need to take practical steps in the early achievement 
of the objectives of the Declaration, 

Welcoming the positive developments in international 
political relations enhancing peace, security and coopera
tion, and expressing the hope that the new spirit of inter
national cooperation will be reflected in the establishment 
of a zone of peace in the Indian Ocean, 

Noting with appreciation the offer made by the Govern
ment of Sri Lanka to host the United Nations Conference 
on the Indian Ocean at Colombo, in 1993, 

Considering that the permanent members of the Security 
Council and major maritime users of the Indian Ocean 
should work in close cooperation with the littoral and 
hinterland States of the Indian Ocean to ensure the success 
of the Conference and play their part in the achievement 
of its objectives, 

Considering also that the creation of the zone of peace 
requires cooperation and agreement among the States of 
the region to ensure conditions of peace and security within 
the area, as envisaged in the Declaration, 

Noting that the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean 
has agreed, inter alia, on the provisional agenda for the 
Conference, 

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the Ad 
Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean; 79 

2. Reaffirms full support for the achievement of the ob
jectives of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone 
of Peace; 

3. Reiterates and emphasizes its decision to convene 
the United Nations Conference on the Indian Ocean at Co
lombo, as a necessary step for the implementation of the 
Declaration; 

4. Notes with satisfaction the preparatory work done 
by the Ad Hoc Committee in the implementation of the 
mandate entrusted to it for the convening of the Conference; 

5. Decides that the Conference should be structured in 
more than one stage; 

6. Also decides to convene the fust stage of the Con
ference at Colombo in 1993, or as soon as possible, in ac
cordance with the present resolution and in consultation 
with the host country; 

7. Recommends that the participation at the Conference 
should be at an appropriately high political level; 

8. Calls for the full and active participation in the Con
ference of the permanent members of the Security Council 
and the major maritime users of the Indian Ocean, whose 
cooperation and participation are essential for the success 
of the Conference; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to appoint the 
Secretary-General of the Conference at an appropriate time 
and to make all necessary arrangements, including the pro
vision of fmancial resources for convening the Conference 
at Colombo, in consultation with the host country; 

10. Also requests the Secretary-General to invite all 
States to participate in the Conference, and other relevant 
bodies and organizations to attend as observers; 

II. Further requests the Secretary-General to provide 
to the Conference all relevant documentation in accordance 
with paragraphs 48 and 49 of the report of the Ad Hoc 
Committee; 

12. Decides that the Ad Hoc Committee will hold a 
session of five working days in 1992 to perform its pre
paratory functions for the various stages envisaged for the 
Conference; 

13. Also decides to include in the provisional agenda 
of its forty-seventh session the item entitled "Implementa
tion of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of 
Peace". 
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46/43. Protection and security of small States 

The General Assembly, 

among States in accordance with the Charter of the United 
Nations,2 

Recalling its resolution 44/51 of 8 December 1989, in 
which it recognized that small States may be particularly 
vulnerable to external threats and acts of interference in 
their internal affairs, 

Reaffirming its commitment to international peace and 
security, 

Recalling the Declaration on Principles of Internation
al Law concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation 

89 

Conscious that small States may be particularly vulne•
able to external threats and acts of interference in their in
ternal affairs and may have special needs consonant with 
the right to sovereignty and territorial integrity, 

Concerned about the danger that mercenaries and terror
ists, as well as drug traffickers, can represent for small 
States, 

Condemning all acts of aggression. includmg those 
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against the sovereignty and territorial integrity of small 
States, 

Having examined the report of the Secretary-GeneraP on 
the implementation of resolution 44/51, 

1. Expresses its deep appreciation to the Secretary
General for his report on the implementation of resolution 
44/51; 

2. Recognizes that small States may be pruiicularly 
vulnerable to external threats and acts of interference in 
their internal affairs; 

3. Stresses the vital importance for all States of the 
unconditional respect by all States of all the principles 
of the Charter of the United Nations, including the princi
ples of sovereign equality, territorial integrity, non-inter
ference in the internal affairs of other countries and the 
peaceful settlement of disputes. and their consistent appli
cation; 

4. Stresses also the importance of strengthening the 
regional security arrangements by increasing interaction, 
cooperation and consultation; 

5. Appeals to the relevant regional and international 
organizations to provide assistance when requested by 
small States for the strengthening of their security in 
accordance with the principles of the Charter; 

6. Urges the Secretary-General to continue to pay spe
cial attention to monitoring the security situation of small 
States and to consider making use of the provisions of 
Article 99 of the Charter; 

7. Invites the Secretary-General to continue to explore 
ways and means, within the United Nations and in accord
ance with the Charter, of preserving the security of small 
States; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his con
sultations with the members of the Security Council and 
other interested Governments, taking into account the 
changing international cli1nate and the emergence of new 
States, and to submit a report to the General Assembly at 
its forty-ninth session on the implementation of the present 
resolution; 

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-ninth session the item entitled "Protection and secu
rity of small States". 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December /991 

46/44. Effects of atomic radiation 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 913 (X) of3 December 1955, by 
which it established the United Nations Scientific Commit
tee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation, and its subsequent 
resolutions on the subject, including resolution 45171 of 
ll December 1990, in which. inter alia, it requested the 
Scientific Committee to continue its work, 

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the United 
Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Ra
diation,4 

Reaffirming the desirability of the Scientific Committee 
continuing its work, 

Concerned about the potentially harmful effects on 

present and future generations resulting from the levels of 
radiation to which man is exposed, 

Conscious of the continued need to examine and com
pile information about atomic and ionizing radiation and 
to analyse its effects on man and his environment, 

Bearing in mind the decision of the Scientific Commit
tee to submit, as soon as the relevant studies are completed, 
shorter reports with supporting scientific documents on the 
specialized topics mentioned by the Committee,5 

l. Commends the United Nations Scientific Committee 
on the Effects of Atomic Radiation for the valuable contri
bution it has been making in the course of the past thirty
six years, since its inception, to wider knowledge and un
derstanding of the levels, effects and risks of atomic 
radiation and for fulfilling its original mandate with scien
tific authority and independence of judgement; 

2. Notes with satisfaction the continued and growing 
scientific cooperation between the Scientific Committee 
and the United Nations Environment Programme; 

3. Requests the Scientific Committee to continue its 
work, including its important coordinating activities, to in
crease knowledge of the levels, effects and risks of ioniz
ing radiation from all sources; 

4. Endorses the intentions and plans of the Scientific 
Committee for its future activities of scientific review and 
assessment on behalf of the General Assembly; 

5. Also requests the Scientific Committee to continue 
at its next session the review of the important problems in 
the field of radiation and to report thereon to the General 
Assembly at its forty-seventh session; 

6. Requests the United Nations Environment Pro
gramme to continue providing support for the effective 
conduct of the work of the Scientific Committee and for 
the di~sen:'ination of i~ findings to the General Assembly, 
the sctenhfic commumty and the public; 

7. Expresses its appreciation for the assistance ren
dered to the Scientific Committee by Member States. the 
specialized agencies, the International Atomic Energy 
Agency and non-governmental organizations, and invites 
them to increase their cooperation in this field; 

~- lnvit~ Member States, the organizations of the 
Umted Nattons system and non-governmental organiza
tions concerned to provide further relevant data about 
doses, effects and risks from various sources of radiation 
which would greatly help in the preparation of future re~ 
ports of the Scientific Committee to the General Assembly. 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

46/45. International cooperation in the peaceful uses 
of outer space 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 45172 of ll December 1990 
Deeply convinced of the common interest of mankind in 

promoting the exploration and use of outer space for peace
ful purposes and in continuing efforts to extend to all 
States th~ bene~ts derived th~refr?m, and of the impor
tance of mternat10nal cooperation m this field for which 
th~ United Nations should continue to provide a focal 
pomt, 
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Reaffirming the importance of international cooperation 
in developing the rule of law, including the relevant norms 
of space law and their important role in international co
operation for the exploration and use of outer space for 
peaceful purposes, 

Gravely concerned about the extension of an arms race 
into outer space, 

Recognizing that all States, in particular those with ma
jor space capabilities, should contribute actively to the goal 
of preventing an arms race in outer space as an essential 
condition for the promotion of international cooperation in 
the exploration and use of outer space for peaceful pur
poses, 

Aware of the need to increase the benefits of space tech
nology and its applications and to contribute to an or
derly growth of space activities favourable to the socio
economic advancement of mankind, in particular that of 
the people of developing countries, 

Considering that space debris is an issue of concern to 
all nations, 

Noting the progress achieved in the further development 
of peaceful space exploration and application as well as in 
various national and cooperative space projects, which 
contribute to international cooperation in this field, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General6 on 
the implementation of the recommendations of the Second 
United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peace
ful Uses of Outer Space/ 

Having considered the report of the Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space on the work of its thirty
fourth session,8 

l. Endorses the report of the Committee on the Peace
ful Uses of Outer Space;8 

2. Invites States that have not yet become parties to the 
international treaties governing the uses of outer space9 to 
give consideration to ratifying or acceding to those treaties; 

3. Notes that, at its thirtieth session, the Legal Subcom
mittee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 
Space, in its working groups, continued its work as man
dated by the General Assembly in resolution 45/72; 10 

4. Endorses the recommendations of the Committee 
that the Legal Subcommittee, at its thirty-first session, tak
ing into account the concerns of all countries, particularly 
those of developing countries, should: 

(a) Continue, through its working group, the elabora
tion of draft principles relevant to the use of nuclear-power 
sources in outer space with the aim of finalizing the draft 
set of principles at its next session; 

(b) Continue, through its working group, its considera
tion of matters relating to the definition and delimitations 
of outer space and to the character and utilization of the 
geostationary orbit, including consideration of ways and 
means to ensure the rational and equitable use of the geo
stationary orbit without prejudice to the role of the Inter
national Telecommunication Union; 

(c) Continue, through its working group, its considera
tion of the legal aspects related to the application of the 
principle that the exploration and utilization of outer space 
should be carried out for the benefit and in the interests 
of all States, taking into particular account the needs 
of developing countries; 

5. Endorses the recommenrlations of the Committee 

concerning the organization of work in the Legal Subcom
mittee; 

6. Notes that the Scientific and Technical Subcommit
tee of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, 
at its twenty-eighth session, continued its work as man
dated by the General Assembly in its resolution 45/72; 11 

7. Endorses the recommendations of the Committee 
that the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, at its 
twenty-ninth session, taking into account the concerns of 
all countries, particularly those of developing countries, 
should: 

(a) 
(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 
(b) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 
(vi) 

(vii) 

Consider the following items on a priority basis: 
United Nations Programme on Space Applica
tions and the coordination of space activities 
within the United Nations system; 
Implementation of the recommendations of the 
Second United Nations Conference on the Explo
ration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space;7 

Matters relating to remote sensing of the Earth 
by satellites including, inter alia, applications for 
developing countries; 
Use of nuclear-power sources in outer space; 

Consider the following items: 
Questions relating to space transportation sys
tems and their implications for future activities 
in space; 
Examination of the physical nature and technical 
attributes of the geostationary orbit; examination 
of its utilization and applications, including, 
inter alia, in the field of space communications, 
as well as other questions relating to space com
munications developments, taking particular 
account of the needs and interests of developing 
countries; 
Matters relating to life sciences, including space 
medicine; 
Progress in national and international space 
activities related to the Earth environment, in 
particular progress in the geosphere-biosphere 
(global change) programme; 
Matters relating to planetary exploration; 
Matters relating to astronomy; 
The theme fixed for special attention at the 
1992 session of the Scientific and Technical 
Subcommittee: "Space technology and the pro
tection of the Earth's environment: develop
ment of endogenous capabilities, in particular 
in the developing countries and in the context 
of International Space Year"; the Committee 
on Space Research and the International Astro
nautical Federation, in liaison with Member 
States, should be invited to arrange a sympo
sium, with as wide a participation as possible, 
to be held during the first week of the Subcom
mittee's session, to complement discussions 
within the Subcommittee on the special theme; 

8. Considers, in the context of paragraph 7 (a) (ii) 
above, that it is particularly urgent to implement the fol
lowing recommendations: 

(a) All countries should have the opportunity to use the 
techniques resulting from medical studies in space; 

(b) Data banks at the national and regional levels 
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should be strengthened and expanded and an international 
space information seJVice should be established to function 
as a centre of coordination; 

(c) The United Nations should support the creation of 
adequate training centres at the regional level, linked, 
whenever possible, to institutions implementing space pro
grammes; necessary funding for the development of such 
centres should be made available through financial institu
tions; 

(d) The United Nations should organize a fellowship 
programme through which selected graduates or post
graduates from developing countries should get in-depth, 
long-term exposure to space technology or applications; it 
is also desirable to encourage the availability of opportu
nities for such exposure on other bilateral and multilateral 
bases outside the United Nations system; 

9. Endorses the recommendation of the Committee 
that the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee should re
convene, at its twenty-ninth session, the Working Group 
of the Whole to Evaluate the Implementation of the Rec
ommendations of the Second United Nations Conference 
on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, to 
continue its work; 

10. Also endorses the recommendations of the Work
ing Group of the Whole of the Scientific and Technical 
Subcommittee, as endorsed by the Committee and as con
tained in paragraphs 4, 5 and 6 of the report of the Working 
Group ofthe Whole; 12 

11. Decides that, during the twenty-ninth session of the 
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee, the Working 
Group on the Use of Nuclear Power Sources in Outer 
Space should be reconvened; 

12. Endorses the United Nations Programme on Space 
Applications for 1992, as proposed to the Committee by 
the Expert on Space Applications,13 and urges all States to 
make voluntary contributions to the Programme in order to 
enhance its effectiveness; 

13. Emphasizes the urgency and importance of imple
menting fully the recommendations of the Second United 
Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses 
of Outer Space as early as possible; 

14. Takes note with interest of the offer of the Govern
ment of Chile to host a space conference, with a view to 
enhancing international cooperation in the context of the 
peaceful uses of outer space, including the applications of 
space science and technology; 

15. Reaffirms its approval of the recommendation of 
the Conference regarding the establishment and strength
ening of regional mechanisms of cooperation and their pro
motion and creation through the United Nations system; 

16. Expresses its appreciation to all Governments that 
have made or expressed their intention to make contribu
tions towards carrying out the recommendations of the 
Conference; 

17. Invites all Governments to take effective action for 
the implementation of the recommendations of the Confer
ence; 

18. Requests all organs, organizations and bodies of 
the United Nations system and other intergovernmental or
ganizations working in the field of outer space or on space
related matters to cooperate in the implementation of the 
recommendations of the Conference; 

19. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 

General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the im
plementation of the recommendations of the Conference; 

20. Urges Member States, international organizations 
and other funding sources to support the activities of the 
United Nations as part of International Space Year, 1992; 

21. Reiterates its recommendation that Member States, 
in planning their activities for International Space Year, 
consider ways in which those activities could complement 
the efforts under way for the United Nations Conference 
on Environment and Development planned for 1992; 

22. Recommends that in 1992 the Committee and its 
Scientific and Technical Subcommittee should dedicate at 
least one meeting of their regular sessions to International 
Space Year; 

23. Also recommends that more attention be paid to all 
aspects related to the protection and the preseJVation of the 
outer space environment, especially those potentially af
fecting the Earth's environment; 

24. Considers that it is essential that Member States 
pay more attention to the problem of collisions with space 
debris and other aspects of space debris and calls for the 
continuation of national research on this question, for the 
development of improved technology for the monitoring of 
space debris and for the compilation and dissemination of 
data on space debris, and that, to the extent possible, infor
mation thereon should be provided to the Scientific and 
Technical Subcommittee in order to allow it to follow this 
area more closely; 

25. Requests the Secretary-General to invite Member 
States to provide information on their national research on 
space debris to the Scientific and Technical Subcommittee; 

26. Also considers that space debris could be an appro
priate subject for in-depth discussion by the Committee on 
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space in the future; 

27. Urges all States, in particular those with major 
space capabilities, to contribute actively to the goal of 
preventing an arms race in outer space as an essential 
condition for tl 1e promotion of international cooperation 
in the exploration and uses of outer space for peaceful 
purposes; 

28. Takes note of the views expressed during the 
thirty-fourth session of the Committee and during the 
forty-sixth session of the General Assembly concerning 
ways and means of maintaining outer space for peaceful 
purposes; 

29. Requests the Committee to continue to consider, as 
a matter of priority, ways and means of maintaining outer 
space for peaceful purposes and to report thereon to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session; 

30. Also requests the Committee to continue to con
sider, at its thirty-fifth session, its agenda item entitled 
"Spin-off benefits of space technology: review of current 
status"; 

31. Requests the specialized agencies and other inter
national organizations to continue and, where appropriate, 
enhance their cooperation with the Committee and to pro
vide it with progress reports on their work relating to the 
peaceful uses of outer space; 

32. Further requests the Committee to continue its 
work, in accordance with the present resolution, to con
sider, as appropriate, new projects in outer space activities 
and to submit a report to the General Assembly at its forty-
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seventh session, including its views on which subjects 
should be studied in the future. 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

46/46. United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East 

A 

AsSISTANCE TO PALESTINE REFUGEES 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 45173 A of 11 December 1990 

and all its previous resolutions on the question, including 
resolution 194 (III) of 11 December 1948, 

Taking note of the report of the Commissioner-General 
of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Pales
tine Refugees in the Near East, covering the period from 
1 July 1990 to 30 June 1991,14 

1. Notes with deep regret that repatriation or compen
sation of the refugees as provided for in paragraph 11 of 
General Assembly resolution 194 (III) has not been ef
fected, that no substantial progress has been made in the 
programme endorsed by the Assembly in paragraph 2 of 
its resolution 513 (VI) of 26 January 1952 for the reinte
gration of refugees either by repatriation or resettlement 
and that, therefore, the situation of the refugees continues 
to be a matter of serious concern; 

2. Expresses its thanks to the Commissioner-General 
and to all the staff of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, recogniz
ing that the Agency is doing all it can within the limits of 
available resources, and also expresses its thanks to the 
specialized agencies and private organizations for their 
valuable work in assisting the refugees; 

3. Reiterates its request that the headquarters of the 
Agency should be relocated to its former site within its area 
of operations as soon as practicable; 

4. Notes with regret that the United Nations Concili
ation Commission for Palestine has been unable to find a 
means of achieving progress in the implementation of para
graph II of General Assembly resolution 194 (III),15 and 
requests the Commission to exert continued efforts to
wards the implementation of that paragraph and to report 
to the Assembly as appropriate, but no later than I Septem
ber 1992; 

5. Directs attention to the continuing seriousness of 
the financial position of the Agency, as outlined in the re
port of the Commissioner-General; 

6. Notes with profound concern that, despite the com
mendable and successful efforts of the Commissioner
General to collect additional contributions, this increased 
level of income to the Agency is still insufficient to cover 
essential budget requirements in the present year and that, 
at currently foreseen levels of giving, deficits will recur 
each year; 

7. Calls upon all Governments, as a matter of urgency, 
to make the most generous efforts possible to meet the an
ticipated needs of the Agency, particularly in the light of 
the budgetary deficit projected in the report of the Com
missioner-General, and therefore urges non-contributing 

Governments to contribute regularly and contributing Gov
ernments to consider increasing their regular contributions. 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

B 

WORKING GROUP ON THE FINANCING OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 
REFUGEES IN THE NEAR EAST 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 2656 (XXV) of 7 December 

1970,2728 (XXV) of 15 December 1970,2791 (XXVI) of 
6 December 1971, 45173 B of 11 December 1990 and the 
previous resolutions on this question, 

Recalling also its decision 36/462 of 16 March 1982, 
whereby it took note of the special report of the Working 
Group on the Financing of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East16 

and adopted the recommendations contained therein, 
Having considered the report of the Working Group, 17 

Taking into account the report of the Commissioner
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the pe
riod from 1 July 1990 to 30 June 1991,14 

Deeply concerned about the critical financial situation 
of the Agency, which has affected and affects the continu
ation of the provision of the necessary Agency services to 
the Palestine refugees, including the emergency-related 
programmes, 

Emphasizing the continuing need for extraordinary ef
forts in order to maintain, at least at the present minimum 
level, the activities of the Agency, as well as to enable the 
Agency to carry out esssential construction, 

l. Commends the Working Group on the Financing of 
the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East for its efforts to assist in ensur
ing the financial security of the Agency; 

2. Takes note with approval of the report of the Work
ing Group; 

3. Requests the Working Group to continue its efforts, 
in cooperation with the Secretary-General and the Com
missioner-General, for the financing of the Agency for a 
further period of one year; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the nec
essary services and assistance to the Working Group for 
the conduct of il<; work. 

c 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

ASSISTANCE TO PERSONS DISPLACED AS A RESULT OF 
THE JUNE 1967 AND SUBSEQUENT HOSTILITIES 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 45173 C of ll December 1990 
and all its previous resolutions on the question, 

Taking note of the report of the Commissioner-General 
of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Pales
tine Refugees in the Near East, covering the period from 
1 July 1990 to 30 June 1991,14 
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Concerned about the continued hwnan suffering result
ing from the hostilities in the Middle East, 

1. Reaffirms its resolution 45173 C and all its previous 
resolutions on the question; 

2. Endorses, bearing in mind the objectives of those 
resolutions, the efforts of the Commissioner-General of the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East to continue to provide hwnani
tarian assistance as far as practicable, on an emergency ba
sis and as a temporary measure, to other persons in the area 
who are at present displaced and in serious need of contin
ued assistance as a result of the June 1967 and subsequent 
hostilities; 

3. Strongly appeals to all Governments and to organi
zations and individuals to contribute generously for the 
above purposes to the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East and to the 
other intergovernmental and non-governmental organiza
tions concerned. 

D 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

OFFERS BY MEMBER STATES OF GRANTS AND SCHOLAR
SHIPS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION, INCLUDING VOCATIONAL 
TRAINING, FOR PALESTINE REFUGEES 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 212 (III) of 19 November 1948 

on assistance to Palestine refugees, 
Recalling also its resolutions 35/13 B of 3 November 

1980, 36/146 H of 16 December 1981, 37/120 D of 16 De
cember 1982, 38/83 D of 15 December 1983, 39/99 D of 
14 December 1984,40/165 D of 16 December 1985,41169 
D of 3 December 1986, 42/69 D of 2 December 1987, 
43/57 D of6December 1988,44/47 D of8 December 1989 
and 45/73 D of 11 December 1990, 

Cognizant of the fact that the Palestine refugees have, 
for the last four decades, lost their homes, lands and means 
of livelihood, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,18 

Having also considered the report of the Commissioner
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the 
period from 1 July 1990 to 30 June 1991,14 

1. Urges all States to respond to the appeal contained 
in its resolution 32/90 F of 13 December 1977 and reiter
ated in subsequent relevant resolutions in a manner com
mensurate with the needs of Palestine refugees for higher 
education, including vocational training; 

2. Strongly appeals to all States, specialized agencies 
and non-governmental organizations to augment the spe
cial allocations for grants and scholarships to Palestine 
refugees, in addition to their contributions to the regular 
budget ofthe United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East; 

3. Expresses its appreciation to all Governments, spe
cialized agencies and non-governmental organizations that 
responded favourably to its resolutions 41/69 D, 42/69 D, 
43/57 D, 44/47 D and 45173 D; 

4. Invites the relevant specialized agencies and other 
organizations of the United Nations system to continue, 

within their respective spheres of competence, to extend 
assistance for higher education to Palestine refugee stu
dents; 

5. Appeals to all States, specialized agencies and the 
United Nations University to contribute generously to the 
Palestinian universities in the Palestinian territory occu
pied by Israel since 1967, including, in due course, the pro
posed University of Jerusalem "Al-Quds" for Palestine 
refugees; 

6. Also appeals to all States, specialized agencies and 
other international bodies to contribute towards the estab
lishment of vocational training centres for Palestine refu
gees; 

7. Requests the Agency to act as the recipient and trus
tee for the special allocations for grants and scholarships 
and to award them to qualified Palestine refugee candi
dates; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution. 

E 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

PALESTINE REFUGEES IN THE PALESTINIAN TERRITORY 
OCCUPIED BY ISRAEL SINCE 1967 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling Security Council resolution 237 (1967) of 

14June 1967, 
Recalling also its resolutions 2792 C (XXVI) of 6 De

cember 1971, 2963 C (XXVII) of 13 December 1972, 3089 C 
(XXVIII) of7 December 1973,3331 D (XXIX) of 17 De
cember 1974,3419 C (XXX) of8 December 1975,31/15 
E of 23 November 1976, 32/90 C of 13 December 1977, 
33/112 E of 18 December 1978, 34/52 F of 23 November 
1979, 35/13 F of 3 November 1980, 36/146 A of 16 De
cember 1981,371120 E and I of 16 December 1982,38/83 
E and J of 15 December 1983, 39/99 E and J of 14 Decem
ber 1984, 40/165 E and J of 16 December 1985, 41/69 E 
and J of 3 December 1986, 42/69 E and J of 2 December 
1987, 43/57 E of 6 December 1988, 44/47 E of 8 December 
1989 and 45173 E of 11 December !990, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,19 

Having also considered the report of the Commissioner
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the pe
riod from I July 1990 to 30 June 1991,14 

Recalling the provisions of paragraph ll of its resolu
tion 194 (III) of ll December 1948, and considering that 
measures to resettle Palestine refugees in the Palestinian 
territory occupied by Israel since 1967 away from their 
homes and property from which they were displaced con
stitute a violation of their inalienable right of return, 

Alarmed by the reports received from the Commis
sioner-General that the Israeli occupying authorities, in 
contravention of the obligation oflsrael under international 
law, persist in their policy of demolishing shelters occu
pied by refugee families, 

l. Strongly reiterates its demand that Israel desist from 
the removal and resettlement of Palestine refugees in the 
Palestinian territory occupied by Israel since 1967 and 
from the destruction of their shelters; 
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2. Requests the Commissioner-General of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
in the Near East to address the acute situation of the Pal
estine refugees in the Palestinian territory occupied by Is
rael since 1967 and accordingly to extend all the services 
of the Agency to those refugees; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General, in cooperation with 
the Commissioner-General, to resume issuing identifica
tion cards to all Palestine refugees and their descendants 
in the occupied Palestinian territory, irrespective of 
whether or not they are recipients of rations and services 
of the Agency; 

4. Also requests the Secretary-General, after consult
ing with the Commissioner-General, to report to the Gen
eral Assembly, before the opening of its forty-seventh ses
sion, on the implementation of the present resolution and 
in particular on the compliance of Israel with paragraph 1 
above. 

F 

66th plenary meeting 
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RESUMPTION OF THE RATION DISTRJBUTJON TO 
PALESTINE REFUGEES 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 36/146 F of 16 December 1981, 

37/120 F of 16 December 1982, 38/83 F of 15 December 
1983, 39/99 F of 14 December 1984, 40/l65 F of 16 De
cember 1985, 41/69 F of 3 December 1986, 42/69 F 
of 2 December 1987, 43/57 F of 6 December 1988, 44/47 
F of 8 December 1989,45173 F of II December 1990 and 
all its previous resolutions on the question, including reso
lution 302 (IV) of 8 December 1949, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,20 

Having also considered the report of the Commissioner
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the 
period from I July 1990 to 30 June 1991, 14 

Deeply concerned about the interruption by the Agency, 
owing to financial difficulties, of the general ration distri
bution to Palestine refugees in all fields, 

I. Regrets that its resolutions 37/120 F, 38/83 F, 39/99 F, 
40/165 F, 41/69 F, 42/69 F, 43/57 F, 44/47 F and 45173 F 
have not been implemented; 

2. Calls once again upon all Governments, as a matter 
of urgency, to make the most generous efforts possible and 
to offer the necessary resources to meet the needs of the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East, particularly in the light of the 
interruption by the Agency of the general ration distribu
tion to Palestine refugees in all fields. and therefore urges 
non-contributing Governments to contribute regularly and 
contributing Governments to consider increasing their 
regular contributions; 

3. Requests the Commissioner-General of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
in the Near East to resume on a continuing basis the inter
rupted general ration distribution to Palestine refugees in 
all fields; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with 
the Commissioner-General, to report to the General As-

sembly at its forty-seventh session on the implementation 
of the present resolution. 

G 
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RETilRN OF POPULATION AND REFUGEES DISPLACED 
SINCE 1967 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling Security Council resolution 23 7 ( 1967) C\f 
14 June 1967, 

Recalling also its resolutions 2252 (ES-V) of 4 July 
1967, 2452 A (XXIII) of 19 December 1968, 2535 B 
(XXIV) of 10 December 1969, 2672 D (XXV) of 8 De
cember 1970,2792 E (XXVI) of6 December 1971,2963 
C and D (XXVII) of 13 December 1972,3089 C (XXVJII) 
of 7 December 1973, 3331 D (XXIX) of I 7 December 
1974, 3419 C (XXX) of 8 December 1975, 31/15 D of 23 
November 1976,32/90 E of 13 December 1977,33/112 F 
of 18 December 1978,34/52 E of23 November 1979, ES-
7/2 of29 July 1980,35/13 E of3 November 1980,36/146 B 
of 16 December 1981, 37/120 G of 16 December 1982, 
38/83 G of 15 December 1983, 39/99 G of 14 December 
1984.40/165 G of 16 December 1985,41169 G of3 De
cember 1986, 42/69 G of 2 December 1987. 43/57 G of 
6 December 1988, 44/47 G of 8 December 1989 and 
45173 G of 11 December 1990, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,21 

Having also considered the report of the Commissioner
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the pe
riod from I July 1990 to 30 June 1991,14 

1. Reaffirms the inalienable right of all displaced in
habitants to return to their homes or former places of resi
dence in the territories occupied by Israel since 1967. and 
declares once more that any attempt to restrict, or to attach 
conditions to, the free exercise of the right to return by any 
displaced person is inconsistent with that inalienable right 
and is inadmissible; 

2. Considers any and all agreements embodying any 
restriction on, or condition for, the return of the displaced 
inhabitants as null and void; 

3. Strongly deplores the continued refusal of the Israeli 
authorities to take steps for the return of the displaced 
inhabitants; 

4. Calls once more upon Israel: 
(a) To take immedtate steps for the return of all dis

placed inhabitants; 
(b) To desist from all measures that obstruct the return 

of the displaced inhabit;:mts, including measures affecting 
the physical and demographic structure of the occupied ter
ritories; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General, after consulting 
with the Commissioner-General of the United Nations Re
lief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East, to report to the General Assembly, before the opening 
of its forty-seventh session, on the compliance of Israel 
with paragraph 4 above. 

66th plenary meeting 
9 DPcember /991 



96 Geaenl Assembly-Forty-sbtb Senlo• 

H 

REVENUES DERIVED FROM PALESTINE REFUGEES' 
PROPERTIES 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 35/13 A to F of 3 November 

1980,36/146 C of 16 December 1981,37/120 H of 16 De
cember 1982, 38/83 H of 15 December 1983, 39/99 H of 
14 December 1984, 40/165 H of 16 December 1985, 41/69 H 
of 3 December 1986, 42/69 H of 2 December 1987, 43/57 
H of 6 December 1988, 44/47 H of 8 December 1989, 
45173 H of 11 December 1990 and all its previous reso
lutions on the question, including resolution 194 (III) of 
11 December 1948, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,22 

Taking note also of the report of the United Nations 
Conciliation Commission for Palestine, covering the pe
riod from 1 September 1990 to 31 August 1991,15 

Recalling that the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights23 and the principles of international law uphold the 
principle that no one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his or 
her private property, 

Considering that the Palestine Arab refugees are entitled 
to their property and to the income derived therefrom, in 
conformity with the principles of justice and equity, 

Recalling in particular its resolution 394 (V) of 14 De
cember 1950, in which it directed the United Nations Con
ciliation Commission for Palestine, in consultation with 
the parties concerned, to prescribe measures for the protec
tion of the rights, property and interests of the Palestine 
Arab refugees, 

Taking note of the completion of the programme of iden
tification and evaluation of Arab property, as announced 
by the United Nations Conciliation Commission for Pales
tine in its twenty-second progress report,24 and of the fact 
that the Land Office had a schedule of Arab owners and 
file of documents defining the location, area and other par
ticulars of Arab property, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to take all appropri
ate steps, in consultation with the United Nations Concili
ation Commission for Palestine, for the protection and ad
ministration of Arab property, assets and property rights in 
Israel and to establish a fund for the receipt of income de
rived therefrom, on behalf of the rightful owners; 

2. Calls once more upon Israel to render all facilities 
and assistance to the Secretary-General in the implementa
tion of the present resolution; 

3. Calls upon the Governments of all the other Mem
ber States concerned to provide the Secretary-General with 
any pertinent information in their possession concerning 
Arab property, assets and property rights in Israel, which 
would assist the Secretary-General in the implementation 
of the present resolution; 

4. Deplores the refusal of Israel to cooperate with the 
Secretary-General in the implementation of the resolutions 
on the question; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution. 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

I 

PROTECTION OF PALESTINE REFUGEES 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling in particular recent Security Council resolu

tions 605 ( 1987) of 22 December 1987, 607 ( 1988) of 5 
January 1988,608 (1988) of 14 January 1988, 636 (1989) 
of6 July 1989,641 (1989) of30 August 1989,672 (1990) 
of 12 October 1990, 673 (1990) of 24 October 1990, 681 
(1990) of 20 December 1990 and 694 ( 1991) of 24 May 
1991, 

Also recalling its resolutions ES-7/5 of 26 June 1982, 
ES-7/6 and ES-7/8 of 19 August 1982, ES-7/9 of24 Sep
tember 1982,371120 J of 16 December 1982,38/83 I of 15 
December 1983,39/99 I of 14 December 1984,40/165 I of 
16 December 1985,41/69 I of3 December 1986,42/69 I of 
2 December 1987, 43/21 of 3 November 1988, 43/57 I 
of 6 December 1988, 44/47 I of 8 December 1989 and 
45173 I of 11 December 1990, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General dated 
21 January 1988, submitted in accordance with Security 
Council resolution 605 (1987),25 the report dated 31 Octo
ber 1990, submitted in accordance with Council resolution 
672 ( 1990),26 and the report dated 9 April 1991, submitted 
in accordance with Council resolution 681 ( 1990),27 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,28 

Having also considered the report of the Commissioner
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the pe
riod from 1 July 1990 to 30 June 1991,14 

Gravely concerned and alarmed by the deteriorating 
situation in the Palestinian territory occupied by Israel 
since 1967, including Jerusalem, 

Taking into account the need to consider measures for 
the impartial protection of the Palestinian civilian popula
tion under Israeli occupation, 

Referring to the humanitarian principles of the Geneva 
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons 
in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,29 and to the obligations 
arising from the regulations annexed to the Hague Conven
tion IV of 1907,3° 

Deeply distressed that, notwithstanding the improved se
curity situation owing to the deployment of the Lebanese 
army, the Palestinian and Lebanese population are still suf
fering from continuing Israeli acts of aggression against 
Lebanon and from other hostile acts, 

1. Holds Israel responsible for the security of the Pal
estine refugees in the occupied Palestinian territory, in
cluding. Jerusalem, and other Arab territories occupied by 
Israel smce 1967, and calls upon it to fulfil its obligations 
as the occupying Power in this regard, in accordance with 
the pertinent provisions of the Geneva Convention relative 
to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 
12 August 1949;29 

2. Calls upon all the High Contracting Parties to the 
Convention to take a~propriate measures to ensure respect 
by Israel, the occupymg Power, for the Convention in all 
circumstances, in conformity with their obligation under 
article 1 thereof; 

3. Strongly urges the Security Council to consider the 
current situation in the occupied Palestinian territory, tak
ing into account the recommendations contained in the re-
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ports of the Secretary-General dated 21 January 1988,25 31 
October 199()26 and 9 April 1991 ;27 

4. Urges the Secretary-General and the Commissioner
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East to continue their 
efforts in support of the upholding of the safety and secu
rity and the legal and human rights of the Palestine refu
gees in all the territories under Israeli occupation since 
1967; 

5. Calls once again upon Israel to desist forthwith 
from acts of aggression against the Lebanese and Palestin
ian population in Lebanon, in violation of the Charter of 
the United Nations and the norms of international law; 

6. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, release 
forthwith all arbitrarily detained Palestine refugees, includ
ing the employees of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East; 

7. Calls once again upon Israel to compensate the 
Agency for damages to its property and facilities resulting 
from the invasion of Lebanon by Israel in 1982, without 
prejudice to the responsibility of the latter for all damages 
resulting from that invasion, as well as for other damages 
resulting from the policies and practices of Israel, the 
occupying Power, in the occupied Palestinian territory; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with 
the Commissioner-General, to report to the General As
sembly, before the opening of its forty-seventh session, on 
the implementation of the present resolution. 

J 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM "AL-QUDS" FOR 
PALESTINE REFUGEES 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 36/146 G of 16 December 

1981,37/120 C of 16 December 1982,38/83 K of 15 De
cember 1983,39/99 K of 14 December 1984,40/165 D and 
K of 16 December 1985, 41/69 K of 3 December 1986, 
42/69 K of 2 December 1987, 43/57 J of 6 December 1988, 
44/47 J of 8 December 1989 and 45/73 J of 11 December 
1990, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,31 

Having also considered the report of the Commissioner
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the pe
riod from 1 July 1990 to 30 June 1991,14 

1. Emphasizes the need for strengthening the educa
tional system in the Palestinian territory occupied by Israel 
since 5 June 1967, including Jerusalem, and specifically 
the need for the establishment of the proposed university; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to take 
all necessary measures for establishing the University of 
Jerusalem "Al-Quds", in accordance with Assembly reso
lution 35113 B of 3 November 1980, giving due considera
tion to the recommendations consistent with the provisions 
of that resolution; 

3. Calls once more upon Israel, the occupying Power, 
to cooperate in the implementation of the present resolu
tion and to remove the hindrances that it has put in the way 
of establishing the University of Jerusalem "Al-Quds"; 

4. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the ~ro
gress made in the implementation of the present resolution. 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

K 

PROTECTION OF PALESTINIAN STUDENTS AND EDUCA
TIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND SAFEGUARDING OF THE SECU
RITY OF THE FACILITIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS RELIEF 
AND WORKS AGENCY FOR PALESTINE REFUGEES IN THE 
NEAR EAST IN THE OCCUPIED PALESTINIAN TERRITORY 

The General Assembly. 
Recalling Security Council resolution 605 ( 1987) of 

22 December 1987, 
Recalling its resolutions 43/21 of 3 November 1988, 

43/57 I of 6 December 1988, 44/2 of 6 October 1989, 
44/47 K of 8 December 1989 and 45173 K of 11 Decem
ber 1990, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General 
dated 21 January 1988, submitted in accordance with Se
curity Council resolution 605 ( 1987),25 the report dated 
31 October 1990, submitted in accordance with Council 
resolution 672 (1990),26 and the report dated 9 Apri I 
1991, submitted in accordance with Council resolution 
681 (1990),27 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General, 32 

Having also considered the report of the Commissioner
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the pe
riod from l July 1990 to 30 June 1991,14 

Taking note, in particular, of paragraph l 00 of that re
port, in which it is stated that during the reporting pe1;od 
"there were 251 incursions into Agency installations by 
members of the Israeli security forces in the West Bank 
and 367 such incursions in the Gaza Strip" and that "the 
Agency recorded 20 l incidents in which health clinic 
premises were entered, including 153 in the Gaza Strip 
alone" and that "on 27 December 1990, members of the 
Israeli security forces entered the Agency's health centre 
in Jabalia camp, passing through the emergency section 
and the maternity ward where several women were about 
to give birth and fired shots from within the health centre 
compound at stone-throwers on the roof of a nearby 
mosque", 

Gravely concerned and alarmed by the deteriorating 
situation in the Palestinian territory occupied by Israel 
since 1967. including Jerusalem, 

I. Condemns the repeated Israeli raids on the premises 
and installations of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East and calls 
upon Israel, the occupying Power, to refrain from such 
raids; 

2. Deplores the policy and practices of Israel, the oc
cupying Power, which have led to the prolonged closure of 
educational and vocational institutions, a large number of 
which are operated by the Agency, and the repeated dis
ruption of medical services; 

3. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to open im
mediately all closed educational and vocational institutions 
and to refrain from closing them thereafter; 
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4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution. 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

46/47. Report of the Special Committee to Investigate 
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of 
the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the 
Occupied Territories 

A 

The General Assembly, 
Guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of 

the United Nations and by the principles and provisions of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,23 

Aware of the uprising (intifadah) of the Palestinian peo
ple since 9 December 1987 against Israeli occupation, 
which has received significant attention and sympathy 
from world public opinion, 

Deeply concerned about the alarming situation in the 
Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including Jeru
salem, as well as in the other occupied Arab territories, as 
a result of their continued occupation by Israel, the occu
pying Power, and of its persistent policies against the Pal
estinian people, 

Bearing in mind the provisions of the Geneva Conven
tion relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time 
of War, of 12 August 1949,29 as well as of other relevant 
conventions and regulations, 

Taking into account the need to consider measures for 
the impartial protection of the Palestinian people under Is
raeli occupation, 

Recalling the relevant resolutions of the Security Coun
cil, in particular resolutions 605 (1987) of 22 December 
1987, 607 (1988) of 5 January 1988, 608 (1988) of 14 
January 1988,636 (1989) of6 July 1989,641 (1989) of30 
August 1989, 672 (1990) of 12 October 1990, 673 (1990) 
of 24 October 1990 and 694 ( 1991) of 24 May 1991, 

Recalling specifically Security Council resolution 681 
(1990) of 20 December 1990, in paragraph 6 of which the 
Council requested "the Secretary-General, in cooperation 
with the International Committee of the Red Cross, to de
velop further the idea, expressed in his report, of convening 
a meeting of the High Contracting Parties to the said Con
vention to discuss possible measures that might be taken 
by them under the Convention and, for this purpose, to 
invite the Parties to submit their views on how the idea 
could contribute to the goals of the Convention, as well as 
on other relevant matters, and to report thereon to the 
Council", 

Recalling also all its resolutions on the subject, in par
ticular resolutions 32/91 B and C of 13 December 1977, 
33/113 C of 18 December 1978, 34/90 A of 12 December 
1979,35/122 C of II December 1980,36/147 C of 16 De
cember 1981, ES-9/1 of 5 February 1982, 37/88 C of 10 
December 1982, 38179 D of 15 December 1983, 39/95 D 
of 14 December 1984, 40/161 D of 16 December 1985, 
41/63 D of 3 December 1986, 42/160 D of 8 December 
1987, 43/21 of 3 November 1988, 43/58 A of 6 December 
1988, 44/2 of 6 October 1989, 44/48 A of 8 December 
1989 and 45174 A of 11 December 1990, 

Recalling further the relevant resolutions adopted b~ the 
Commission on Human Rights, in particular its resolutiOns 
1983/l of 15 February 1983,33 1984/1 of 20 February 
1984,34 1985/1 A and B and 1985/2 of 19 February 1985/' 
198611 A and Band 1986/2 of20 February 1986,36 1987/1, 
1987/2 A and Band 1987/4 of 19 February 1987,37 1988/1 
A and Band 1988/2 of 15 February 1988 and 1988/3 of22 
February 1988,38 1989/1 and 1989/2 of 17 February 
1989 and 1989119 of 6 March 1989,39 1990/1, 1990/2 and 
1990/3 of 16 February 1990 and 1990/6 of 19 February 
199040 and 1991/1 A and B. 1991/3 and 1991/6 of 15 Feb
ruary 1991,41 

Having considered the reports of the Special Committee 
to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights 
of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied 
Territories,42 which contain, inter alia, self-incriminating 
public statements made by officials of Israel, the occupy
ing Power, 

Having also considered the reports of the Secretary
General of 21 January 1988,2s 31 October 1990,26 9 April 
199!27 and 4 October 1991,43 

I. Commends the Special Committee to Investigate 
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Pales
tinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories 
for its efforts in performing the tasks assigned to it by the 
General Assembly and for its impartiality; 

2. Deplores the continued refusal by Israel to allow the 
Special Committee access to the occupied Palestinian ter
ritory, including Jerusalem, and other Arab territories oc
cupied by Israel since 1967; 

3. Demand~ that Israel allow the Special Committee 
access to the occupied territories; 

4. Reaffirms the fact that occupation itself constitutes 
a grave violation of the human rights of the Palestinian 
people in the occupied Palestinian territory, including 
Jerusalem, and other Arab territories occupied by Israel 
since 1967; 

5. Condemns the continued and persistent violation by 
Israel of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection 
of Civilian Persons in Time ofWar, of 12 August 1949,29 

and other applicable international instruments, and con
demns in particular those violations which the Convention 
designates as "grave breaches" thereof; 

6. Declares once more that Israel's grave breaches of 
that Convention are war crimes and an affront to humanity; 

7. Reaffirms, in accordance with the Convention, that 
the Israeli military occupation of the Palestinian territory, 
including Jerusalem, and other Arab territories is of a tem
porary nature, thus giving no right whatsoever to the occu
pying Power over the territorial integrity of the occupied 
territories; 

8. Strongly condemns the following Israeli policies and 
practices: 

(a) Annexation of parts of the occupied Palestinian ter
ritory, including Jerusalem; 

(b) Imposition of Israeli laws, jurisdiction and ad
ministration on the occupied Syrian Golan, which has re
sulted in the effective annexation of that territory; 

(c) Illegal imposition and levy of taxes and dues; 

(d) Establishment of new Israeli settlements and ex
pansion of the existing ones on private and public Pales-
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tinian and other Arab lands, and transfer of an alien popu
lation thereto; 

(e) Eviction, deportation, expulsion, displacement and 
transfer of Palestinians and other Arabs from the occupied 
territories and denial of their right to return; 

(/) Confiscation and expropriation of private and pub
lic Palestinian and other Arab property in the occupied ter
ritories and all other transactions for the acquisition of land 
by Israeli authorities, institutions or nationals; 

(g) Excavation and transformation of the landscape 
and the historical, cultural and religious sites, especially at 
Jerusalem; 

(h) Pillaging of archaeological and cultural property; 
(i) Destruction and demolition of Palestinian and other 

Arab houses; 
(J) Collective punishment, mass arrests, administrative 

detention and ill-treatment of Palestinians and other Arabs; 
(k) Torture of Palestinians and other Arabs; 
([) Interference with religious freedoms and practices, 

as well as family rights and customs; 
(m) Interference with the system of education and with 

the social and economic development and health of the Pal
estinians and other Arabs in the occupied territories; 

(n) Interference with the freedom of movement of in
dividuals within the occupied Palestinian territory, includ
ing Jerusalem, and other Arab territories occupied by Israel 
since 1967; 

(o) Illegal exploitation of the natural wealth, resources 
and labour of the occupied territories; 

9. Also strongly condemns, in particular, the following 
Israeli policies and practices: 

(a) Implementation of an "iron-fist" policy against the 
Palestinian people in the occupied Palestinian territory; 

(b) Escalation of Israeli brutality since the beginning 
of the uprising (intifadah) on 9 December 1987; 

(c) Ill-treatment and torture of children and minors un
der detention and/or imprisonment; 

(d) Closure of headquarters and offices of trade unions 
and social organizations and harassment of their leaders, 
including through expulsion, as well as attacks on hospitals 
and their personnel; 

(e) Interference with the freedom of the press, includ
ing censorship, detention or expulsion of journalists, clo
sure and suspension of newspapers and magazines, as well 
as denial of access to international media; 

(/) Killing and wounding of defenceless demonstra-
tors; 

(g) Breaking of bones and limbs of thousands of civil
ians; 

(h) House and/or town arrests; 
(i) Use of toxic gas, which has resulted, inter alia, in 

the killing of many Palestinians; 
I 0. Condemns the Israeli repression against and clos

ing of the educational institutions in the occupied Syrian 
Golan, particularly prohibiting Syrian textbooks and the 
Syrian educational system, preventing Syrian students 
from pursuing their higher education in Syrian universities, 
denying the right of return to Syrian students receiving 
their higher education in the Syrian Arah Republic, forcing 
Hebrew on Syrian students, imposing courses that promote 

hatred, prejudice and religious intolerance and dismissing 
teachers, all in clear violation of the Convention;29 

11. Strongly condemns the arming of Israeli settlers in 
the occupied territories to perpetrate and commit acts of 
violence against Palestinians and other Arabs, causing 
deaths and injuries; 

12. Requests the Security Council to ensure Israel's re
spect for and compliance with all the provisions of the 
Convention in the occupied Palestinian territory, including 
Jerusalem, and other Arab territories occupied by Israel 
since 1967, and to initiate measures to halt Israeli policies 
and practices in those territories; 

13. Urges the Security Council to consider the current 
situation in the Palestinian territory occupied by Israel 
since 1967, taking into account the recommendations con
tained in the reports of the Secretary-General, with a view 
to securing international protection for the defenceless Pal
estinian people until the withdrawal of Israel, the occupy
ing Power, from the occupied Palestinian territory; 

14. Reaffirms that all measures taken by Israel to 
change the physical character, demographic composition, 
institutional structure or legal status of the occupied terri
tories, or any part thereof, including Jerusalem, are null 
and void, and that Israel's policy of settling parts of its 
population and new immigrants in those occupied territo
ries constitutes a flagrant violation of the Convention and 
of the relevant resolutions of the United Nations; 

15. Demands that Israel desist forthwith from the poli
cies and practices referred to in paragraphs 8, 9. 10 and 11 
above; 

16. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to allow 
the reopening of the Roman Catholic Medical Facility Hos
pice at Jerusalem in order to continue to provide needed 
health and medical services to the Palestinians in the city; 

17. Also calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to 
take immediate steps for the return of all displaced Arab 
and Palestinian inhabitants to their homes or former places 
of residence in the territories occupied by Israel since 
1967, in implementation of Security Council resolution 
237 (1967) of 14 June 1967; 

18. Urges international organizations, including the 
specialized agencies, in particular the International Labour 
Organisation, the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization and the World Health Organiza
tion, to continue to examine the educational and health 
conditions in the occupied Palestinian territory, including 
Jerusalem, and other Arab territories occupied by Israel 
since 1967; 

19. Reiterates its call upon all States, in particular 
those States parties to the Convention, in accordance with 
article I thereof, and upon international organizations, in
cluding the specialized agencies, not to recognize any 
changes carried out by Israel, the occupying Power, in the 
occupied territories and to avoid actions, including those 
in the field of aid, that might be used by Israel in its pursuit 
of the policies of annexation and colonization or any of the 
other policies and practices referred to in the present reso
lution; 

20. Urges all the High Contracting Parties to the Con
vention to respond to the inquiry submitted to them by 
the Secretary-General in accordance with paragraph 6 of 
Security Council resolution 681 ( 1990); 

21. Requests the Special Committee, pending early ter-
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mination of the Israeli occupation, to continue to investi
gate Israeli policies and practices in the occupied Palestin
ian territory, including Jerusalem, and other Arab terri
tories occupied by Israel since 19 67, to consult, as 
appropriate, with the International Committee of the Red 
Cross according to its regulations in order to ensure that 
the welfare and human rights of the peoples of the oc
cupied territories are safeguarded and to report to the 
Secretary-General as soon as possible and whenever the 
need arises thereafter; 

22. Also requests the Special Committee to submit 
regularly to the Secretary General periodic reports on the 
present situation in the occupied Palestinian territory; 

23. Further requests the Special Committee to con
tinue to investigate the treatment of prisoners in the occu
pied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, and other 
Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967; 

24. Condemns Israel's refusal to permit persons from 
the occupied Palestinian territory to appear as witnesses 
before the Special Committee and to participate in confer
ences and meetings held outside the occupied Palestinian 
territory; 

25. Condemns Israel's latest attack against the Sharia 
Islamic Court in occupied Jerusalem on 18 November 
1991, when Israeli forces took away important documents 
and papers; 

26. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, return 
immediately all documents and papers that were taken 
away from the Sharia Islamic Court in occupied Jerusalem, 
to the officials of the said Court; 

27. Requests the Secretary-General: 
(a) To provide all necessary facilities to the Special 

Committee, including those required for its visits to the 
occupied territories, so that it may investigate the Israeli 
policies and practices referred to in the present resolu
tion; 

(b) To continue to make available such additional staff 
as may be necessary to assist the Special Committee in the 
performance of its tasks; 

(c) To circulate regularly and periodically the reports 
mentioned in paragraph 21 above to Member States; 

(d) To ensure the widest circulation of the reports of 
the Special Committee and of information regarding its ac
tivities and findings, by all means available, through the 
Department of Public Information of the Secretariat and, 
where necessary, to reprint those reports of the Special 
Committee that are no longer available; 

(e) To report to the General Assembly at its forty
seventh session on the tasks entrusted to him in the present 
resolution; 

28. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Report of the Spe
cial Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting 
the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other 
Arabs of the Occupied Territories". 

B 

The General Assembly, 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

Recalling Security Council resolution 465 ( 1980) of 1 
March 1980, in which, inter alia, the Council affirmed that 

the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civil
ian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,29 is appli
cable to the Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967. 
including Jerusalem, 

Recalling also Security Council resolutions 672 (1990) 
of 12 October 1990, 673 (1990) of 24 October 1990 and 
681 (1990) of20 December 1990, 

Recalling fUrther its resolutions 3092 A (XXVIII) of 7 
December 1973, 3240 B (XXIX) of 29 November 1974, 
3525 B (XXX) of 15 December 1975,31/106 B of 16 De
cember 1976, 32/91 A of 13 December 1977, 33/113 A of 
18 December 1978, 34/90 B of 12 December 1979,35/122 
A of II December 1980,36/147 A of 16 December 1981, 
37/88 A of 10 December 1982, 38/79 B of 15 December 
1983, 39/95 B of 14 December 1984, 40/161 B of 16 
December 1985, 41/63 B of 3 December 1986, 42/160 B 
of 8 December 1987, 43/58 B of 6 December 1988, 44/48 
B of 8 December 1989 and 4517 4 B of 11 December 
1990, 

Recalling the reports of the Secretary-General of 21 
January 198825 and 31 October 1990,26 and taking note of 
the reports of the Secretary-General of9 April 199J27 and 
11 September 1991,44 

Considering that the promotion of respect for the ob
ligations arising from the Charter of the United Nations 
and other instruments and rules of international law is 
among the basic purposes and principles of the United 
Nations, 

Bearing in mind the provisions of the Convention,29 

Noting that Israel and the concerned Arab States whose 
territories have been occupied by Israel since June 1967 
are parties to that Convention, 

Taking into account that States parties to the Convention 
undertake, in accordance with article 1 thereof, not only to 
respect but also to ensure respect for the Convention in all 
circumstances, 

1. Reaffirms that the Geneva Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 Au
gust 1949, is applicable to the occupied Palestinian terri
tory, including Jerusalem, and other Arab territories occu
pied by Israel since 1967; 

2. Condemns once again the failure of Israel, the oc
cupying Power, to acknowledge the applicability of the 
Convention to the territories it has occupied since 1967, 
including Jerusalem; 

3. Strongly demands that Israel accept the de jure ap
plicability of the Convention and comply with its provi
sions in the occupied Palestinian territory, including Jeru
salem, and other Arab territories occupied by Israel since 
1967; 

4. Urgently calls upon all States parties to the Conven
tion to exert all efforts in order to ensure respect for and 
compliance with its provisions in the occupied Palestinian 
territory, including Jerusalem, and other Arab territories 
occupied by Israel since 1967; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution. 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 
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c 
The General Assembly, 
Recalling Security Council resolutions 465 (1980) of 

l March 1980, 605 (1987) of 22 December 1987, 672 
(1990) of 12 October 1990,673 (1990) of24 October 1990 
and 681 (1990) of 20 December 1990, 

Recalling also its resolutions 32/5 of 28 October 1977, 
33/113 B of 18 December 1978, 34/90 C of 12 December 
1979,35/122 B of II December 1980,36/147 B of 16 De
cember 1981, 37/88 B of 10 December 1982, 38179 C of 
15 December 1983,39/95 C of 14 December 1984,40/161 
C of 16 December 1985, 41/63 C of 3 December 1986, 
42/160 C of 8 December 1987, 43/58 C of 6 December 
1988,44/48 C of8 December 1989 and 45174 C of ll De
cember 1990, 

Expressing grave anxiety and concern about the serious 
situation prevailing in the occupied Palestinian territory, 
including Jerusalem, and other Arab territories occupied by 
Israel since 1967, as a result of the continued Israeli occu
pation and the measures and actions taken by Israel, the 
occupying Power, designed to change the legal status, geo
graphical nature and demographic composition of those 
territories, 

Recalling the reports of the Secretary-Genera] of 21 
January 198825 and 31 October 1990,26 and taking note of 
the reports of the Secretary-General of9 April 199!27 and 
11 September 1991,45 

Confirming that the Geneva Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 Au
gust 1949,29 is applicable to all occupied Palestinian terri
tory, including Jerusalem, and other Arab territories occu
pied by Israel since 1967, 

l. Determines that all such measures and actions taken 
by Israel in the occupied Palestinian territory, including 
Jerusalem, and other Arab territories occupied by Israel 
since 1967 are in violation of the relevant provisions of the 
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian 
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, constitute a 
serious obstacle to the efforts to achieve a comprehensive, 
just and lasting peace in the Middle East and therefore have 
no legal validity; 

2. Strongly deplores the persistence of Israel in carry
ing out such measures, in particular the establishment of 
settlements in the occupied Palestinian territory, including 
Jerusalem, and other Arab territories occupied by Israel 
since 1967; 

3. Demands that Israel comply strictly with its inter
national obligations in accordance with the principles of 
international law and the provisions of the said Conven
tion;29 

4. Demands once more that Israel, the occupying 
Power, desist forthwith from taking any action that would 
result in changing the legal status, geographical nature or 
demographic composition of the occupied Palestinian ter
ritory, including Jerusalem, and other Arab territories 
occupied by Israel since 1967; 

5. Urgently calls upon all States parties to the Conven
tion to respect and to exert all efforts in order to ensure 
respect for and compliance with its provisions in all occu
pied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, and other 
Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen-

eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution. 

D 

The General Assembly, 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

Recalling Security Council resolution 605 (1987) of 
22 December 1987, 

Recalling also its resolutions 38179 A of 15 December 
1983, 39/95 A of 14 December 1984,40/161 A of 16 De
cember 1985,41/63 A of 3 December 1986, 42/160 A of 
8 December 1987, 43/21 of3 November 1988, 43/58 D of 
6 December 1988, 44/2 of 6 October 1989, 44/48 D of 
8 December 1989 and 45174 D of 11 December 1990, 

Taking note of the reports of the Special Committee to 
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of 
the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied 
Territories ,42 

Recalling the reports of the Secretary-General of 21 
January 198825 and 31 October 1990,26 and taking note of 
the report of the Secretary-General of 11 September 1991,46 

I. Deplores the arbitrary detention or imprisonment by 
Israel of thousands of Palestinians as a result of their resist·· 
ance to occupation in order to attain self-determination; 

2. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to release 
all Palestinians and other Arabs arbitrarily detained or im
prisoned; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly as soon as possible but not later than the 
beginning of its forty-seventh session on the implementa
tion of the present resolution. 

E 

The General Assembly, 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

Recalling Security Council resolutions 605 (1987) of22 
December 1987,607 (1988) of5 January 1988,608 (1988) 
of 14 January 1988, 636 ( 1989) of 6 July 1989, 641 (1989) 
of 30 August 1989, 672 (1990) of 12 October 1990, 673 
(1990) of 24 October 1990, 681 (1990) of 20 December 
1990 and 694 (1991) of 24 May 1991, 

Recalling the reports of the Secretary-General of 
21 January 198825 and 31 October 1990,26 and taking note 
of the reports of the Secretary-General of 9 April 199 J2' 
and ll September 1991,4 ., 

Alarmed by the continuing deportation of Palestinians 
from the occupied Palestinian territory by the Israeli 
authorities, 

Recalling the Geneva Convention relative to the Protec
tion of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 
1949,29 in particular article l and the first paragraph of ar
ticle 49, which read as follows: 

"Article 1 

"The High Contracting Parties undertake to respect 
and to ensure respect for the present Convention in all 
circumstances." 
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"Article 49 

"Individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as de
portations of protected persons from occupied territory 
to the territory of the occupying Power or to that of any 
other country, occupied or not, are prohibited, regardless 
of their motive ... ", 
Reaffirming the applicability of the Convention to the 

occupied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, and 
other Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967, 

1. Strongly deplores the continuing disregard by Israel, 
the occupying Power, of the relevant resolutions and deci
sions of the Security Council and resolutions of the Gen
eral Assembly; 

2. Demands that the Government oflsrael, the occupy
ing Power, rescind the illegal measures taken by its 
authorities in deporting Palestinians and that it facilitate 
their immediate return; 

3. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to cease 
forthwith the deportation of Palestinians and to abide scru
pulously by the provisions of the Geneva Convention rela
tive to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, 
of 12 August 1949; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly as soon as possible but not later than the 
beginning of its forty-seventh session on the implementa
tion of the present resolution. 

F 

The General Assembly, 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

Deeply concerned that the Arab territories occupied 
since 1967 have been under continued Israeli military oc
cupation, 

Recalling Security Council resolution 497 (1981) of 
17 December 1981 , 

Recalling also its resolutions 36/226 B of 17 December 
1981, ES-911 of5 February 1982,37/88 Eof 10 December 
1982, 38/79 F of 15 December 1983, 39/95 F of 14 De
cember 1984, 40/161 F of 16 December 1985, 41/63 F of 
3 December 1986,421160 F of8 December 1987,43/21 of 
3 November 1988, 43/58 F of 6 December 1988, 44/2 of 
6 October 1989,44/48 F of8 December 1989 and 45/74 F 
of II December 1990, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 
of II September 1991,48 

Recalling its previous resolutions, in particular resolu
tions 3414 (XXX) of5 December 1975,31161 of9 Decem
ber 1976,32/20 of25 November 1977,33/28 and 33/29 of 
7 December 1978, 34/70 of 6 December 1979 and 35/122 
E of II December 1980, in which, inter alia, it called upon 
Israel to put an end to its occupation of the Arab territories 
and to withdraw from all those territories, 

Reaffirming once more the illegality of Israel's decision 
of 14 December 1981 to impose its laws, jurisdiction and 
administration on the occupied Syrian Golan, which has 
resulted in the effective annexation of that territory, 

Reaffirming that the acquisition of territory by force is 
inadmissible under the Charter of the United Nations and 
that all territories thus occupied by Israel must be returned, 

Recalling the Geneva Convention relative to the Protec-

tion of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 
1949, 29 

Reaffirming the applicability of that Convention to the 
occupied Syrian Golan, 

Bearing in mind Security Council resolution 237 (1967) 
of 14 June 1967, 

I. Strongly condemns Israel, the occupying Power, for 
its refusal to comply with the relevant resolutions of the 
General Assembly and the Security Council, particularly 
Council resolution 497 (1981), in which the Council, inter 
alia, decided that the Israeli decision to impose its laws, 
jurisdiction and administration on the occupied Syrian 
Arab Golan was null and void and without international 
legal effect and demanded that Israel, the occupying 
Power, should rescind forthwith its decision; 

2. Condemns the persistence of Israel in changing the 
physical character, demographic composition, institutional 
structure and legal status of the occupied Syrian Golan; 

3. Determines that all legislative and administrative 
measures and actions taken or to be taken by Israel, the 
occupying Power, that purport to alter the character and 
legal status of the occupied Syrian Golan are null and void, 
constitute a flagrant violation of international law and of 
the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civil
ian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, and have 
no legal effect; 

4. Strongly condemns Israel for its attempts forcibly to 
impose Israeli citizenship and Israeli identity cards on the 
Syrian citizens in the occupied Syrian Golan, and calls 
upon it to desist from its repressive measures against the 
population of the occupied Syrian Golan; 

5. Deplores the violations by Israel of the Convention; 
6. Calls once again upon Member States not to recog

nize any of the legislative or administrative measures and 
actions referred to above; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution. 

G 

The General Assembly, 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

Bearing in mind the Geneva Convention relative to the 
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 Au
gust 1949,29 

Deeply concerned about the continued and intensified 
harassment by Israel, the occupying Power, directed 
against educational institutions in the occupied Palestinian 
territory, 

Recalling Security Council resolutions 605 (1987) of22 
December 1987, 672 (1990) of 12 October 1990, 673 
(1990) of24 October 1990 and 681 (1990) of20 December 
1990, 

Recalling also its resolutions 38/79 G of 15 December 
1983,39/95 G of 14 December 1984,40/161 G of 16 De
cember 1985,41/63 G of 3 December 1986,42/160 G of 
8 December 1987, 43/21 of 3 November 1988, 43/58 G 
of 6 December 1988, 44/2 of 6 October 1989, 44/48 G 
of 8 December 1989 and 45174 G of II December 1990, 

Recalling the reports of the Secretary-General of21 Janu-
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ary 198825 and 31 October 1990,26 and taking note of the 
reports of the Secretary-General of9 April l99J27 and ll 
September 1991 ,49 

Taking note of the relevant decisions adopted by the Ex
ecutive Board of the United Nations Educational, Scien
tific and Cultural Organization concerning the educational 
and cultural situation in the occupied Palestinian territory, 

l. Reaffirms the applicability of the Geneva Conven
tion relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time 
ofWar, of 12 August 1949, to the occupied Palestinian ter
ritory, including Jerusalem, and other Arab territories oc
cupied by Israel since 1967; 

2. Condemns Israeli policies and practices against Pal
estinian students and faculty members in schools, univer
sities and other educational institutions in the occupied 
Palestinian territory, especially the opening of fire on de
fenceless students, causing many casualties; 

3. Also condemns the systematic Israeli campaign of 
repression against and closing of universities, schools and 
other educational and vocational institutions in the occu
pied Palestinian territory, in large numbers and for pro
longed periods, restricting and impeding the academic ac
tivities of Palestinian universities by subjecting the 
selection of courses, textbooks and educational pro
grammes, the admission of students and the appointment 
of faculty members to the control and supervision of the 
military occupation authorities, in flagrant contravention 
of the Convention; 

4. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply 
with the provisions of that Convention, rescind all actions 
and measures taken against all educational institutions, en
sure the freedom of those institutions and refrain forthwith 
from hindering the effective operation of the universities, 
schools and other educational institutions; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly as soon as possible but not later than the 
beginning of its forty-seventh session on the implementa
tion of the present resolution. 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

46/48. Comprehensive review of the whole question of 
peace-keeping operations in all their aspects 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 2006 (XIX) of 18 February 1965 

and all other relevant resolutions, 
Recalling, in particular, its resolutions 44/49 of 8 De

cember 1989 and 45n5 of 11 December 1990, 
Welcoming the progress made by the Special Committee 

on Peace-keeping Operations during its sessions in 1990 
and 1991 and, in particular, the agreement reached on a 
number of conclusions and recommendations, 

Convinced that the United Nations peace-keeping opera
tions are an integral component of enhancing the effective
ness of the United Nations in the maintenance of interna
tional peace and security, 

Recognizing that the peace-making activities of the 
Secretary-General, which are his good offices, mediation, 
conciliation and other diplomatic efforts, conducted with 
due respect for the sovereignty of Member States, in ac
cordance with the Charter of the United Nations, constitute 

an essential function of the United Nations and are among 
the important means for the prevention, containment and 
resolution of disputes and for maintaining international 
peace and security, 

Taking into account that increasing activities in the field 
of United Nations peace-keeping require increasing hu
man, financial and material resources for the Organization, 

Aware of the extremely difficult financial situation of 
the United Nations peace-keeping forces and of the heavy 
burden on the troop contributors, especially those from de
veloping countries, 

Emphasizing that the current political atmosphere is pro
pitious for achieving further progress in the work of the 
Special Committee, 

Bearing in mind the fact that constructive exchanges of 
views on various practical aspects of peace-keeping opera
tions can contribute favourably to the smooth and effective 
functioning of these operations, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the 
work of the Organization,50 

Having examined the report of the Special Committee,51 

I. Takes note of the report of the Special Committee 
on Peace-keeping Operations; 

2. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General on the 
use of civilian personnel in peace-keeping operations 52 and 
invites the Secretary-General to continue to consider using 
civilian personnel in the peace-keeping tasks whenever he 
deems it appropriate, taking into account the operational 
and other relevant needs, as well as the requirement of 
cost-effectiveness of the peace-keeping operations; 

3. Also welcomes the training guidelines issued by the 
Secretariat in 1991 and urges the Secretariat to keep the 
guidelines updated; 

4. Requests the Secretariat to consider in due course 
the utility of similar guidelines for the training of civilian 
specialized units, including civilian police; 

5. Recognizes the importance of peace-keeping train
ing and considers it useful for the Secretariat to designate 
a focal point for all such related activities; 

6. Again encourages those Member States with na
tional or regional training programmes to provide access 
to those programmes, as appropriate, to other interested 
Member States; 

7. Also encourage~ all Member States conducting 
training in peace-keeping to include cross-cultural educa
tion in existing training programmes; 

8. Further encouragP.s all Member States to organize 
their own national training programmes and consider the 
establishment of regional and national training centres, and 
urges all Member States to promote cooperation between 
them; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to study and report 
on the feasibility, including costs, of establishing an annual 
peace-keeping fellowship programme for national peace
keeping trainers to be administered by the Secretariat; 

10. Also requests the Secretary-General to collect in
formation on peace-keeping training and similar activities 
and further requests him to issue a list based upon national 
submissions and to bring it up to date regularly; 

11. Notes that only forty-five Member States have to 
date responded to the questionnaire issued by the Secre
tary-General on 21 May 1990 pursuant to General Assem-
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bly resolution 44/49 to identify those personnel, material 
and technical resources and services which Member States 
would be ready, in principle, to contribute to United Na
tions peace-keeping operations, and urges Member States 
which have not replied to do so; 

12. Encourages studies on the possible application of 
high technology to peace-keeping operations, where it 
would enhance their efficiency; 

13. Recalls that the financing of peace-keeping opera
tions is the collective responsibility of all Member States 
in accordance with Article 17, paragraph 2, of the Charter 
of the United Nations; 

14. Emphasizes again the need to ensure a secure and 
sound financial basis for United Nations peace-keeping op
erations, particularly with reference to the resources 
needed for the start-up phases of such operations; 

15. Reiterates its call upon all Member States to pay 
their assessed contributions in full and on time and encour
ages again those States which can do so to make voluntary 
contributions that are acceptable to the Secretary-General; 

16. Stre<Jses the importance of the need to reimburse 
the outstanding dues of troop-contributing States; 

17. Encourages the Secretary-General to continue to 
examine all aspects of peace-keeping operations, as dis
tinct from the provision of technical and other assistance 
to States upon their request, in order to ensure that they are 
conducted in an efficient and cost-effective manner; 

18. Considers it important that in establishing future 
peace-keeping operations, financial questions should con
tinue to be studied seriously, particularly at the planning 
stage, in order to ensure the effectiveness of such opera
tions and strict control of their expenditures; 

19. Calls upon States directly concerned to take all 
necessary measures to facilitate the launching of peace
keeping operations, with a view to creating the necessary 
conditions for ensuring that they are conducted in a cost
effective manner; 

20. Encourages regional and subregional organiza
tions to contribute, in the context of cooperation with the 
United Nations, to the effective conduct of peace-keeping 
operations; 

21. Welcomes the factual report on the Secretariat units 
dealing with peace-keeping operations53 and welcomes as 
well the elaboration on it by the Secretariat; 

22. Fully recognizes the complexity of the Secretariat 
functions in support of peace-keeping activities, and takes 
note of the dispersed nature of the various offices reporting 
to different Under-Secretaries-General; 

23. Notes that, as a result of the launching of at least 
four new operations, the workload of the offices concerned 
has continued to increase, recognizes the efforts made by 
the Secretariat to cope with the challenge, and further notes 
that the capacity of the Secretariat to plan and coordinate 
new operations and manage ongoing ones is dependent on 
sufficient human resources to meet the increased demands; 

24. Invites the Secretary-General, given the need to im
prove the capacity of the Secretariat to plan and coordinate 
new and ongoing peace-keeping operations, to investigate 
the feasibility of integrating those offices whose primary 
functions are directly related to peace-keeping; 

25. Also invites the Secretary-General to consider iden
tifying a focal point for contacts by Member States seeking 

information on all facets, including operational and admin
istrative matters, of ongoing and planned peace-keeping 
operations; 

26. Notes that informal consultations among Member 
States contributing personnel and other interested States 
held in accordance with resolution 45175 were considered 
useful; 

27. Takes note of the possibility for the Special Com
mittee of holding inter-sessional open-ended informal con
sultations, as required, in order to have an exchange of 
views on operational and technical matters relating to the 
practical aspects of peace-keeping operations, and to re
ceive briefings from the Secretariat and other briefings as 
may be appropriate; 

28. Recognizes that peace-keeping operations are an 
evolving concept calling for increased attention and ongo
ing evaluation by Member States, in conformity with the 
purposes and principles of the Charter; 

29. Considers that the growing demands on the United 
Nations in the field of peace-keeping make it essential to 
continue to secure the greatest possible support from Mem
ber States; 

30. Considers it useful that the Special Committee con
tinue discussion on different aspects of the question of pre
vention of conflicts; 

31. Also considers it useful for the United Nations to 
monitor global developments which eventually may be 
transformed into a crisis and, in this connection, takes note 
of the role of the Office for Research and the Collection of 
Information; 

32. Further considers it useful that the Special Com
mittee pursue its exchange of views on the role of United 
Nations personnel in, inter alia, electoral activities when 
they are an integral part of peace-keeping operations, and 
on the role of the United Nations civilian police; 

3 3. Considers that the composition of the United Nations 
peace-keeping operations, taken as a whole, should be 
on a wide geographical basis and requests the Secretary
General to continue to make every possible effort to 
broaden the participation of countries in these operations; 

34. Considers it advisable that the Special Committee 
continue the discussion of the idea of a generally accept
able text of a declaration on United Nations peace-keeping 
operations, which would include fundamental organiza
tional and practical aspects involved in the conduct of 
peace-keeping operations and would contain recommenda
tions on ways to improve the effectiveness of such opera
tions; 

35. Urges the Special Committee, in accordance with 
its mandate, to continue its efforts for a comprehensive re
view of the whole question of peace-keeping operations in 
all their aspects with a view to strengthening the role of 
the United Nations in this field, taking into account the dif
ficult fmancial situation of peace-keeping operations and 
the need for maximum cost efficiency; 

36. Decides that the Special Committee shall accept 
the participation of observers of Member States, including 
in the meetings of its working groups; 

3 7. Invites Member States to submit any further obser
vations and suggestions on peace-keeping operations to the 
Secretary-General by 1 March 1992, outlining proposals 
on specific items in order to allow for more detailed con
sideration of the Special Committee, with particular em-
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phasis on practical proposals to make these operations 
more effective; 

3 8. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare, within 
existing resources, a compilation of the above-mentioned 
observations and suggestions and to submit it to the Spe
cial Committee by 30 March 1992; 

39. Requests the Special Committee to consider 
authorizing its Bureau to prepare, in advance of the com
mencement of the session in 1992, a draft working docu
ment based on the submissions of Member States to the 
Secretary-General, containing specific items and elements 
for possible consideration by the Special Committee; 

40. Also requests the Special Committee to submit a 
report on its work to the General Assembly at its forty
seventh session; 

41. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Comprehensive 
review of the whole question of peace-keeping operations 
in all their aspects". 

66th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

46173. Questions relating to information 

A 

INFORMATION IN SERVICE OF HUMANITY 

The General Assembly, 

Taking note of the comprehensive and important report 
ofthe Committee on Information,54 

Also taking note of the report of the Secretary-General 
on questions relating to information, 55 

Urges that all countries, organizations of the United 
Nations system as a whole and all others concerned, reaf
firming their commitment to the principles of the Charter 
of the United Nations and to the principles of freedom of 
the press and freedom of information, as well as to those 
of the independence, pluralism and diversity of the media, 
deeply concerned by the disparities existing between de
veloped and developing countries and the consequences of 
every kind arising from those disparities that affect the ca
pability of the public, private or other media and individu
als in developing countries to disseminate information and 
communicate their views and their cultural and ethical val
ues through endogenous cultural production, as well as to 
ensure the diversity of sources of and their free access to 
information, recognizing the call in this context for what 
in the United Nations and at various international forums 
has been termed "a new world information and communi
cation order, seen as an evolving and continuous process", 
should: 

(a) Cooperate and interact with a view to reducing ex
isting disparities in information flows at all levels by in
creasing assistance for the development of communication 
infrastructures and capabilities in developing countries, 
with due regard for their needs and the priorities attached 
to such areas by those countries, and in order to enable 
them and the public, private or other media in developing 
countries to develop their own information and communi
cation policies freely and independently and increase the 
participation of media and individuals in the communica-

tion process, and to ensure a free flow of information at all 
levels; 

(b) Ensure for journalists the free and effective per
formance of their professional tasks and condemn reso
lutely all attacks against them; 

(c) Provide support for the continuation and strength
ening of practical training programmes for broadcasters 
and journalists from public, private and other media in de
veloping countries; 

(d) Enhance regional efforts and cooperation among 
developing countries, as well as cooperation between de
veloped and developing countries, to strengthen communi
cation capacities and to improve the media infrastructure 
and communication technology in the developing coun
tries, especially in the areas of training and dissemination 
of information; 

(e) Aim, in addition to bilateral cooperation, at provid
ing all possible support and assistance to the developing 
countries and the media, public, private or other, in the de
veloping countries, with due regard to their interests and 
needs in the field of information and to action already 
adopted within the United Nations system, including: 

(i) The development of the human and technical re
sources that are indispensable for the improvement 
of information and communication systems in de
veloping countries and support for the continu
ation and strengthening of practical training pro
grammes, such as those already operating under 
both public and private auspices throughout the 
developing world; 

(ii) The creation of conditions that will enable devel
oping countries and their media, public, private or 
other, to have, by using their national and regional 
resources, the communication technology suited to 
their national needs, as well as the necessary pro
gramme material, especially for radio and televi
sion broadcasting; 

(iii) Assistance in establishing and promoting telecom
munication links at the subregional, regional and 
interregional levels, especially among developing 
countries; 

(iv) The facilitation, as appropriate, of access by the 
developing countries to advanced communication 
technology available on the open market; 

(j) Provide full support for the International Pro
gramme for the Development of Communication of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or
ganization,56 which should support both public and private 
media. 

B 

69th plenary meeting 
11 December 1991 

UNITED NATIONS PUBLIC INFORMATION POLICIES 
AND ACTIVITIES 

The General Assembly, 
Taking note of the comprehensive and important report 

of the Committee on Infonnation,54 

Also taking note of the report of the Secretary-General 
on questions relating to infonnation,ss 

I. Calls upon the Secretary-General, in respect of 
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United Nations public information policies and activities, 
to implement the following recommendations adopted by 
the Committee on Information at its thirteenth session, in 
accordance with relevant United Nations resolutions: 

(a) The United Nations system as a whole should co
operate in a concerted manner, through its information 
services and the coordination of the Joint United Nations 
Information Committee, in promoting a more comprehen
sive and realistic image of the activities and potential of 
the United Nations system in all its endeavours, in accord
ance with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations, with particular emphasis on the creation 
of a climate of confidence, the strengthening of multilater
alism and the promotion of the development activities in 
the United Nations system; 

(b) Reaffirming the primary role of the General Assem
bly in elaborating, coordinating and harmonizing United 
Nations policies and activitit'R in the field of information, 
the Secretary-General is requested to ensure that the activi·· 
ties of the Department of Public Information of the Secre
tariat, as the focal point of the public information tasks of 
the United Nations, are strengthened and improved, keep
ing in view the purposes and principles of the Charter, the 
priority areas defmed by the Assembly and the recommen
dations of the Committee on Information, so as to ensure 
an objective and more coherent coverage of, as well as bet
ter knowledge about, the United Nations and its work; the 
Secretary-General should ensure that the Department of 
Public Information: 

(i) Cooperates more regularly with the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, especially at the working level, 
with a view to maximizing the contribution of the 
Department to the efforts of the organization and 
expresses interest in the continuation of the prac
tice of a comprehensive statement by a repre
sentative of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization at each sub
stantive session of the Committee on Informa
tion; 

(ii) Enhances its cooperation with news agencies of 
and in the developing countries, in particular, the 
News Agencies Pool of Non-Aligned Countries, 
the Eco-Pool of the News Agencies of Non~ 
Aligned Countries and the Broadcasting Organi
zation of Non-Aligned Countries, as well as with 
other news agencies and intergovernmental and 
regional organizations; 

(iii) Continues to disseminate, in coordination with 
the information services of other relevant agen
cies, information about United Nations activities 
pertaining, inter alia, to: 
a. International peace and security; 
b. Disarmament; 
c. Peace-keeping operations; 
d. Decolonization and the situation in the Non

Self-Governing Territories in the light of the 
International Decade for the Eradication of 
Colonialism; 

e. The elimination of foreign occupation; 
f Human rights; 
g. The elimination of all forms of racial dis

crimination; 

h. The advancement of the status of women and 
their role in society; 

i. Problems of economic and social develop
ment, as well as international economic co
operation aimed at resolving external debt 
problems; 

j. The least developed countries; 

k. The environment and development; 

I. The campaign against terrorism in all its 
forms, bearing in mind General Assembly 
resolution 40/61 of 9 December t 985; 

m. The international fight against drug abuse 
and illicit trafficking; 

(iv) Does its utmost to disseminate widely and to 
publicize the United Nations Programme of 
Action for African Economic Recovery and 
Development 1986-1990s7 and the tremendous 
efforts of the African countries towards recovery 
and development, as well as the positive re
sponse by the international community to allevi
ate the serious economic situation prevailing in 
Africa; 

(v) Enhances the effectiveness of its activities and 
the dissemination of information on United 
Nations activities against the policies and prac
tices of apartheid, giving due attention to the uni
lateral measures and official censorship imposed 
on the local and international media with regard 
to all aspects of that issue; 

(vi) Continues to disseminate information about ac
tivities of the United Nations directed at a com
prehensive, just and lasting solution of interna
tional conflicts by exclusively peaceful means, as 
highlighted in the report of the Secretary-General 
on the work of the Organization; 

(vii) Continues to cover all United Nations activities 
pertaining to the situation in the Middle East and 
the question of Palestine in particular, and cur
rent developments in that region, and reports 
thereon to the Committee on Information at its 
fourteenth session, in 1992; 

(viii) Provides, in situations requiring immediate and 
special response, the necessary level of informa
tion support for the activities of the United 
Nations; 

(c) The Department of Public Information should con
tinue its efforts in promoting an informed understanding of 
the work and purposes of the United Nations system 
among the peoples of the world and in strengthening the 
image of the United Nations system as a whole and, in this 
connection, it is recommended that the Secretary-General 
should ensure that the Department: 

(i) Continues to maintain consistent editorial inde
pendence and accuracy in reporting all the mate
rial that it produces, taking necessary measures 
to ensure that its output contains adequate, objec
tive and equitable information about issues be
fore the Organization, reflecting divergent opin~ 
ions where they occur; 



IV. ResoluUoas 1dopted oa the reports ofthe Speclll PoiiU£11 Committee 107 

(ii) Continues to apply, in the context of the review 
of its role, performance and methods of work, ap
propriate modem technologies for the collection, 
production, storage, dissemination and distribu
tion of information materials, including the use 
of satellite facilities; 

(iii) Considers expanding the programme of tele
phone news bulletins that are paid for by its us
ers; 

(iv) Continues its cooperation with those countries 
which have expressed readiness to assist the 
United Nations in resuming short-wave broad
casts through their respective national networks 
free of charge and encourages expansion of such 
a type of cooperation with those developed and 
developing countries having recognized capabili
ties in this field; 

(v) Takes adequate measures to resume taped radio 
programmes, which it has temporarily curtailed, 
if so requested by broadcasting stations; 

(vi) Continues its briefing, assistance and orienta
tion programme for broadcasters and journal
ists from developing countries focused on United 
Nations-related issues; 

(vii) Provides, on the basis of its activities, informa
tion to the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization about new forms of 
cooperation, at the regional and subregional 
levels, for the training of media professionals and 
for the improvement of the information and com
munication infrastructure of developing coun
tries; 

(viii) Cooperates with educational institutions of 
Member States and with educators and education 
policy makers, informing them about United 
Nations activities; 

(ix) Considers, as of the forty-sixth session of the 
General Assembly, the publication in the 
Arabic and Spanish languages, after each annual 
session of the General Assembly, of the press re
lease containing the resolutions and decisions 
adopted by the General Assembly and the results 
of the voting; 

(x) Ensures adequate daily coverage of United 
Nations open meetings in the two working lan
guages of the Secretariat, reflecting the views of 
all delegations with accuracy and objectivity; the 
Department should also continue to cooperate 
closely with and provide assistance to mem
bers of the United Nations Correspondents' 
Association, taking into account their needs 
and requirements, especially in the area of press 
releases, press conferences and briefings, 
which provide them with basic information for 
reporting; 

(xi) Uses the official languages of the United Nations 
adequately in its written and audiovisual materi
als and makes balanced use of the two working 
languages of the Secretariat; 

(xii) Ensures timely distribution of its material to 
subscribers and to United Nations information 
centres; 

(d) The Department of Public Information should pro
duce and distribute its publications in a timely manner: 

(i) The improvement in format and printing of the UN 
Chronicle is welcome; the Department is encour
aged to continue to consider the interests of spe
cific target audiences as it formulates its editorial 
policies and take action to expand its circulation 
in order to make it easily accessible; 

(ii) The Committee notes the report of the Secretary
General on the Yearbook of the United Nations58 

and shares the assessment of the Secretary-General 
regarding unacceptable delays in the publication 
of the Yearbook; it recommends continuation of 
the Yearbook and stresses the continuing impor
tance of maintaining the strict editorial inde
pendence, objectivity and comprehensiveness of 
the Yearbook, and requests the Secretary-General 
to report to the General Assembly at its forty
seventh session on the progress achieved in the im
plementation of the report, particularly as regards 
paragraphs 66 and 67; 

(e) Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General 
of 15 February 1991,59 and recalling his report on assist
ance to those front-line States broadcasting or willing to 
broadcast to South Africa, requests the Secretary-General 
to assist to the greatest extent possible those front-line 
States in pursuing their concerns, in the light of paragraph 
6 of the report of the Secretary-General of 15 February 
1991; 

(f) The Secretary-General is urged to continue his ef
forts to secure a sound and stable financial basis for the 
publications Development Forum and Africa Recovery, 

(g) It is recognized that United Nations information 
centres constitute an important means of disseminating in
formation about the United Nations among the peoples of 
the world; therefore, the Department should conduct peri
odic evaluation of the efficiency of each centre in dissemi
nating information about the United Nations through the 
national media, information and educational institutions 
and non-governmental organizations; the evaluation 
should be used by the Committee to develop a broad frame
work in relation to the range of functions of the centres, 
taking into account the United Nations resources and the 
requirements of the regions; 

(h) The Department should coordinate closely with 
other field offices of the United Nations system, particu
larly those of the United Nations Development Pro
gramme, in order to avoid duplication of work, taking into 
account the functional autonomy that the United Nations 
information centres should have; in this respect, in coun
tries where no local United Nations information centre ex
ists, the Department should ensure that adequate informa
tion about the United Nations is provided; in addition, the 
Department should develop a framework for coordinating 
the information work carried out by the United Nations of
fices and officers serving in those countries where no 
United Nations information centre exists; 

(i) Recognizing that the United Nations information 
centres have been called upon to undertake tasks beyond 
their specific mandate upon the request of other organiza
tions in the system, the Department should make every ef
fort, where this is felt necessary, to seek reimbursement so 
that it can carry out the tasks without impairing its effec
tiveness in its specific duties; 
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(J) Requests the Secretary-General to study ways of en
suring a qualitative balance among United Nations infor
mation centres all over the world with respect to the dis
charge of their responsibilities, budget allocations for such 
centres, the deployment of resources, and services of spe
cialists in the field of information and to report to the Com
mittee on Information at its fourteenth session; 

(k) Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
Committee on Information at all sessions of the Committee 
on the budget of each of the United Nations information 
centres, including detailed information on the level of as
sistance being provided by the host countries; 

(£) The Committee on Information, having taken note 
of the request for the enhancing of United Nations infor
mation centres in Tehran, Dar es Salaam, Dhaka and Bu
jumbura, recommends that the Department of Public Infor
mation provide the necessary professionals and equipment 
where necessary; 

(m) The Committee on Information recommends that, 
pending final discussions with the Secretariat, the General 
Assembly should consider approval of the establishment 
of a new United Nations information centre in San'a; the 
Committee takes note of the requests of Costa Rica and 
Bulgaria to have information components in their coun
tries; 

(n) Stressing the need for coordinating the information 
activities of the United Nations system and recognizing the 
important role that the Joint United Nations Information 
Committee plays in that regard, the Department of Public 
Information is encouraged to continue its active participa
tion in the work of the Committee; 

(o) Taking into account the conclusion reached at the 
sixteenth session of the Joint United Nations Information 
Committee that the environment would presently consti
tute the highest priority issue suitable for inter-agency co
operation, the Department of Public Information should 
further pursue discussion of the implementation of a sys
tem-wide information programme for the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development, to be held 
in 1992; 

(p) It is recognized that free distribution of materials 
is necessary in the public information activities of the 
United Nations; however, as demands increase and when
ever it is desirable and possible, the Department of Public 
Information should actively encourage the sale of its ma
terials; 

(q) In view of the importance of radio programmes in 
developing countries, the Secretary-General is requested to 
enhance the efficiency of and to ensure full programme de
livery by all regional radio units, namely, the African, 
Asian, Caribbean, European, Latin American and Middle 
Eastern Units and the Anti-Apartheid Programmes Section, 
including production of radio programmes called for by the 
General Assembly in its resolution 38/82 B of 15 Decem
ber 1983; 

(r) All reports of the Secretary-General, as well as re
ports by representatives of the Department of Public Infor
mation, to the Committee on Information and to the Gen
eral Assembly, in particular on new programmes or on the 
expansion of existing programmes, should contain: 

(i) 

(ii) 

Detailed information on the output of the Depart
ment on each topic included in its work pro
gramme, which forms the basis of its programme 
budget; 
The costs of the activities undertaken on each 
topic; 

(iii) Adequate information on target audiences, end
use of the products of the Department and analy
sis of feedback data received by it; 

(iv) A statement detailing the priority level that the 
Secretary-General has attached to current or fu
ture activities of the Department in documents 
dealing with such activities; 

(v) Evaluation by the Department of the effective
ness of its different programmes and activities, 
with particular reference to the need constantly 
to review internal programme elements and ac
tivities; 

(s) In order to facilitate continued contact between the 
Department pf Public Information and the Committee on 
Information between sessions, it is recommended that the 
Bureau of the Committee on Information, together with 
representatives of each regional group and of China, in 
close contact with members of the Committee on Informa
tion, should meet, as required, and consult at periodic in
tervals with the Department of Public Information; 

2. Also requests the Secretary-General to implement 
the recommendations relating to the activities of the De
partment of Public Information in accordance with the 
budgetary procedures as approved by the General Assem
bly in its resolutions 41/213 of 19 December 1986, 42/211 
of 21 December 1987, 431213 of 21 December 1988, 
44/200 B of 21 December 1989 and 45/254 A to C of 
21 December 1990 and taking into account the priorities 
set by the Assembly; 

3. Further requests the Secretary-General to report to 
the Committee on Information at its fourteenth session, in 
1992, on the implementation of a system-wide information 
programme for the United Nations Conference on Environ
ment and Development in 1992; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
Committee on Information at its fourteenth session, in 
1992, on the activities of the Department of Public Infor
mation and on the implementation of the recommendations 
contained in the present resolution; 

5. Invites Member States to submit to the Secretary
General, by I February 1992, observations and suggestions 
on ways and means of furthering the development of com
munications infrastructures and capabilities in developing 
countries, with a view to consolidating recent experience 
in the field of international cooperation aimed at enabling 
the developing countries to develop their own information 
and communication capacities, freely and independently, 
and requests the Secretary-General to report thereon to the 
Committee on Information at its fourteenth session; 

6. Urges the Committee on Information, through its 
Bureau and the representatives of each regional group and 
of China, to work in close contact with the Joint United 
Nations Information Committee in order to facilitate 
United Nations information system cooperation and co
ordination in informing the peoples of the world of the 
aims and activities of the Organization and requests the 
Secretary-General to submit the reports of the Joint United 
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Nations Information Committee to the Committee on 
Information at its consecutive sessions; 

7. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the im
plementation of the present resolution; 

8. Requests the Committee on Information to report to 
the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session; 

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Questions relating 
to information". 
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11 December 1991 
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46/17. International Forum on Health-A Condition
ality for Economic Development: Breaking the 
Cycle of Poverty and Inequity 

The General Assembly, 

ternational Forum on Health-A Conditionality for Eco
nomic Development: Breaking the Cycle of Poverty and 
Inequity, to be hosted by the First Lady of Ghana, Mrs. 
Nana Konadu Agyeman-Rawlings, at Accra from 4 to 6 
December 1991. 

Recalling its resolutions 40/108 of 13 December 
1985, in which it endorsed the Nairobi Forward-looking 
Strategies for the Advancement of Women,2 and 45/129 
of 14 December 1990, in which it reaffirmed the need 
for the Forward-looking Strategies to be translated into 
concrete action by Governments, as well as by organi
zations of the United Nations system, the specialized 
agencies and intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations, 

Recognizing the importance of an integrated approach to 
the health of women in developing countries and the cru
cial role of women in health and development, 

Recognizing also the effects of poor health on women 
and their socio-economic development, and emphasizing 
the need to accelerate the economic empowerment of 
women in economic development, 

Welcoming the initiative taken by the Government of 
Ghana and the World Health Organization to hold an In-

I. Welcomes the support provided by the World Health 
Organization in preparation for the International Forum on 
Health-A Conditionality for Economic Development: 
Breaking the Cycle of Poverty and Inequity, and requests 
it to continue to provide all the necessary input and to con
tribute to the Forum, in cooperation and coordination with 
appropriate United Nations organizations; 

2. Invites all Member States, organizations of the 
United Nations system, the specialized agencies and inter
governmental and non-governmental organizations to par
ticipate in and support the Forum, at which special consid
eration will be given to improving the health status and 
economic situation of vulnerable and marginalized groups, 
especially women in developing countries; 

3. Requests the Director-General of the World Health 
Organization, in collaboration with the Administrator of 
the United Nations Development Programme, to make 
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efforts to enable participants from the least developed 
countries to attend the Forum; 

4. Requests the Director-General of the World Health 
Organization to share the results of the Forum with all 
Member States, organizations of the United Nations sys
tem, the speciali7..ed agencies, intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations and other interested parties. 

48th plenary meeting 
18 November 1991 

46/22. Revision of the General Regulations of the 
World Food Programme and enlargement of 
the Committee on Food Aid Policies and Pro
grammes of the World Food Programme 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 1714 (XVI) of 19 December 

1961,2095 (XX) of 20 December 1965 and 3404 (XXX) 
of 28 November 1975, concerning the establishment and 
continuation of the United Nations/Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations World Food Pro
granune, 

Also recalling its decision 44/414 of22 November 1989, 
its resolution 45/218 of 21 December 1990 and Economic 
and Social Council resolution 1990179 of27 July 1990, on 
the governance of the World Food Programme, 

Having considered Economic and Social Council deci
sion 1991/298 of 26 July 1991, adopted on the recommen
dation of the Committee on Food Aid Policies and Pro
grammes of the World Food Programme concerning the 
governance of the Programme and its relationship with the 
United Nations and the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations, 

l. Decides, subject to the concurrence of the Confer
ence of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, that the membership of the Committee on 
Food Aid Policies and Programmes shall be increased from 
thirty to forty-two by the addition of twelve States Mem
bers of the United Nations or States members of the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, and 
that the Economic and Social Council and the Council of the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
shall elect six additional members each; 

2. Also decides, taking into account the membership 
criteria laid down in its resolution 3404 (XXX), that the 
enlarged Committee on Food Aid Policies and Pro
grammes shall comprise twenty-seven members from de
veloping countries and fifteen from more economically de
veloped countries, to be elected from the States listed in 
appendix A to the report of the Committee on Food Aid 
Policies and Programmes on its frrst special session3 and 
in accordance with the following distribution of seats: 

(a) Eleven members from the States included in list A 
of appendix A, five members to be elected by the Eco
nomic and Social Council and six by the Council of the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; 

(b) Nine members from the States included in list B of 
appendix A, four members to be elected by the Economic 
and Social Council and five by the Council of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations;4 

(c) Seven members from the States included in list C 
of appendix A, four members to be elected by the Eco-

nomic and Social Council and three by the Council of the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; 

(d) Thirteen members from the States included in 
list D of appendix A, seven members to be elected by the 
Economic and Social Council and six by the Council of the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; 

(e) Two members from the States included in list E of 
appendix A, one member to be elected by the Economic 
and Social Council and one by the Council of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations; 

3. Requests the Economic and Social Council, at its or
ganizational session for 1992, to elect six additional mem
bers of the Committee on Food Aid Policies and Pro
grammes in accordance with the following distribution and 
terms of office: 

(a) Two members from the States included in list A of 
appendix A, one member for a term of three years and one 
for a term of one year; 

(b) Two members from the States included in list B of 
appendix A, one member for a term of three years and one 
for a term of two years; 

(c) Two members from the States included in list C of 
appendix A, one member for a term of two years and one 
for a term of one year; 

4. Also requests that, thereafter, the Economic and So
cial Council elect, for a term of three years, all members 
of the Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes 
for whose election it is responsible; 

5. Decides to approve the revised General Regulations 
of the World Food Programme contained in appendix B to 
the report of the Committee on Food Aid Policies and Pro
grammes on its first special session,3 as endorsed by the 
Economic and Social Council in its decision 1991/298 and 
by the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations at the 18th plenary meeting of its 
ninety-ninth session, on 20 June 1 991; 

6. Also decides, subject to the concurrence of the Con
ference of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, that the revised General Regulations shall 
enter into force on I January 1992. 

64th plenary meeting 
5 December 1991 

46/141. International cooperation for the eradication 
of poverty in developing countries 

The General Assembly, 
Reaffirming the Declaration on International Economic 

Cooperation, in particular the Revitalization of Economic 
Growth and Development of the Developing Countries, 
contained in the annex to its resolution S-18/3 of I May 
1990, and the International Development Strategy for the 
Fourth United Nations Development Decade, contained in 
the annex to its resolution 45/199 of 21 December 1990, 

Reaffirming also its resolutions 43/195 of 20 December 
1988, 44/212 of 22 December 1989 and 45/213 of 21 De
cember 1990, 

Noting that the eradication of poverty in developing 
countries has become a top-priority development objective 
for the 1990s, 

Stressing that effective national policies supported by a 
favourable international economic environment can pro-
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mote growth and development in developing countries, 
thus increasing their capacity to undertake social and eco
nomic programmes to eradicate poverty, 

Noting that efforts made so far nationally and interna
tionally to eradicate poverty have not had a significant im
pact on the problem of increasing poverty, 

Aware that achieving the objective of eradicating pov
etty requires more concerted action at all levels, 

I. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the 
Secretary-General on international cooperation for the 
eradication of poverty in developing countries;5 

2. Stresses the importance of domestic policies, includ
ing effective budgetary policies, to mobilize and allocate 
domestic resources for the eradication of poverty through, 
inter alia, the implementation of food, health, education, 
housing and population programmes; 

3. Reiterates that a supportive international economic 
environment is crucial to the success of efforts of develop
ing countries to deal with the eradication of poverty; 

4. Reiterates its request to the international community 
to adopt specific and effective measures designed to in
crease financial flows to developing countries, including 
attainment of the agreed target of 0.7 per cent of gross na
tional product for official development assistance, as well 
as of the targets for the least developed countries adopted 
by the Second United Nations Conference on the Least De
veloped Countries,6 in order to strengthen the efforts of de
veloping countries to eradicate poverty; 

5. Calls upon the international community to imple
ment technical cooperation programmes in order to im
prove the situation in the areas of food, health, education, 
population and housing and meet other basic needs of the 
populations of developing countries, in particular the poor
est groups among them, and, in this context, reaffirms that, 
with respect to the transfer of technology on concessional 
and preferential terms, in particular to developing coun
tries, effective modalities should be examined with a view 
to implementing and enhancing that transfer as much as 
possible; 

6. Encourages the international community, as well as 
the organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations 
system, to support the programmes of developing coun
tries, including human resources development pro
grammes, in order to strengthen endogenous technical ca
pacities and generate opportunities for production and 
employment; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the progress 
made in coordinating actions, in cooperation with govern
mental and non-governmental organizations and other 
multilateral bodies, to formulate improved and enhanced 
action-oriented technical cooperation programmes for the 
eradication of poverty in developing countries, within the 
framework of the United Nations system, in accordance 
with the policies, priorities and strategies of those coun
tries; 

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "International coop
eration for the eradication of poverty in developing coun
tries". 

76th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/142. International assistance for the economic re
habilitation of Angola 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 45/233 of21 December 1990, on 

international assistance for the economic rehabilitation of 
Angola, 

Recalling also Security Council resolutions 387 (1976) 
of31 March 1976,475 (1980) of27 June 1980,628 (1989) 
of 16 January 1989 and other resolutions of the Council 
regarding international assistance for the economic reha
bilitation of Angola, in which, inter alia, the international 
community was requested to render assistance to Angola, 

Deeply concerned about the serious economic situation 
in Angola, 

Concerned that the drought which ravaged the central 
and southern portions of the country has taken thousands 
of human lives and caused great suffering, which is still 
being felt, 

Taking into consideration the determined efforts that 
have been made by all parties concerned, which, with the 
signing of the Peace Accords for Angola/ pave the way 
for the economic and social rehabilitation of Angola, 

Conscious of the need for greater engagement on the part 
of the international community in rendering assistance for 
the economic rehabilitation of Angola, 

I. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
international assistance for the economic rehabilitation of 
Angola,8 and welcomes with appreciation the support 
given up until now~ 

2. Welcomes the signing of the Peace Accords for An
gola/ which have created political conditions for the eco
nomic and social rehabilitation of Angola; 

3. Expresses its appreciation to the international com
munity for the emergency humanitarian assistance ren
dered to Angola through the Special Relief Programme for 
Angola, and appeals for generous contributions for the 
continuation of the Programme in 1992; 

4. Reiterates its appeal to the international community to 
continue to render material, technical and financial assistance 
necessary for the economic rehabilitation of Angola; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General, in cooperation with 
the international community, to continue to mobilize 
organizations and organs of the United Nations system 
in order to increase the level of economic assistance for 
Angola; 

6. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the im
plementation of the present resolution; 

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "International as
sistance for the economic rehabilitation of Angola". 

76th plenary meeting 
1 7 December 1991 

46/143. Developing human resources for development 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 45/191 of21 December 1990, on 

developing human resources for development, and earlier 
resolutions on the same subject, 
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Reaffirming its resolutions S-18/3 of 1 May 1990, the 
annex to which contains the Declaration on International 
Economic Cooperation, in particular the Revitalization of 
Economic Growth and Development of the Developing 
Countries, and 45/199 of21 December 1990, the annex to 
which contains the International Development Strategy for 
the Fourth United Nations Development Decade, 

Reaffirming also that people are central to all develop
ment activities and that human resources development is 
an essential means of achieving economic, social and de
velopment goals, 

Reaffirming fUrther that human resources development 
should contribute to total human development. which en
larges the choices available to people in developing their 
lives and fulfilling their aspirations, 

Recognizing that the promotion of more equitable eco
nomic growth and more participatory development will re
sult in qualitatively higher levels of human resources de
velopment, 

Emphasizing the need to integrate human resources de
velopment into comprehensive strategies for human devel
opment, 

Noting that, while stabilization and structural adjustment 
programmes are intended to promote economic growth and 
development, elements of such programmes can have a 
possible adverse impact on human resources development, 

Stressing that Governments of developing countries 
have the primary responsibility to define and implement 
appropriate policies for human resources development, 

Stressing also that a favourable international economic 
environment is crucial to enhancing human development 
in developing countries, 

Stressing .fUrther the importance of international coop
eration in supporting national efforts in human resources 
development in developing countries, and emphasizing 
that both North-South and South-South cooperation, in
cluding economic and technical cooperation among devel
oping countries, have vital roles to play in this regard, 

Emphasizing the need for organs, organizations and 
bodies of the United Nations system to continue to give 
priority to human resources development in developing 
countries, 

I. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;9 

2. Emphasizes that in the development of human re
sources an overall, well-conceived and integrated approach 
should be adopted, taking into account such vital areas as 
population, health, nutrition, water, sanitation, housing, 
communications, education and training, as well as the 
need to create more opportunities for employment. in an 
environment which guarantees opportunities for political 
freedom, popular participation, respect for human rights, 
justice and equity, all of which are essential for enhancing 
human capacities to meet the challenge of development; 

3. Emphasizes also the vital importance of national 
capacity-building for human resources development in de
veloping countries, and encourages organizations of the 
United Nations system, particularly the United Nations De
velopment Programme, to intensify activities in support of 
national efforts in that regard; 

4. Emphasizes fort her the vital importance of appropri
ate national policies and their implementation to promote 
human resources development through the optimal use of 

resources, taking due account of the importance of primary 
education and primary health care programmes; 

5. Stresses the importance of international support for 
national efforts and regional programmes for human re
sources development in developing countries and the need 
to increase the flow of resources to those countries for such 
activities through, inter alia, the improvement of the inter
national economic environment; 

6. Calls upon the organs, organizations and bodies of 
the United Nations system to coordinate their activities in 
support of national and regional programmes, priorities 
and activities in the area of human resources development 
through, inter alia, dialogue on policy, resource allocation 
and strengthening the database for planning and monitor
ing, as well as through appropriate, measurable, qualitative 
and quantitative goals for human resources develop
ment; 

7. Decides to keep under constant review the progress 
made in human resources development, in particular dur
ing its review of the implementation of the International 
Development Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Devel
opment Decade, and, in that regard, requests the Secretary
General to include in his report on the implementation of 
the Strategy an analysis of human resources development; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-eighth session a report on 
the implementation of the present resolution, including 
specific proposals for action to enhance inter-agency coor
dination of the United Nations system on issues relating to 
human resources development, and to monitor the activi
ties of the United Nations system in support of human re
sources development objectives; 

9. Also requests the Secretary-General, in consultation 
with the relevant bodies, to include in his report recom
mendations to help mitigate the possible adverse effects of 
stabilization and structural adjustment programmes on hu
man resources development, with a view to making na
tional policies more supportive for human resources devel
opment; 

I 0. Decides to include in the agenda of its forty-eighth 
session the item entitled "Human resources develop
ment". 

76th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/144. Implementation of the commitments and poli
cies agreed upon in the Declaration on Inter
national Economic Cooperation, in particular 
the Revitalization of Economic Growth and 
Development of the Developing Countries 

The General Assembly, 
Reaffirming its resolution S-18/3 of 1 May 1990, the 

annex to which contains the Declaration on International 
Economic Cooperation, in particular the Revitalization of 
Economic Growth and Development of the Developing 
Countries, 

Recalling its resolution 45/234 of 21 December 1990, 
I. Calls once again upon States Members of the 

United Nations and States members of the specialized 
agencies to take appropriate measures to ensure the full and 
effective implementation of the commitments and policies 
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agreed upon in the Declaration on International Economic 
Cooperation, in particular the Revitalization of Economic 
Growth and Development of the Developing Countries; 

2. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General10 

and, while emphasizing the importance of steps to be taken 
individually or collectively to fulfil the commitments and 
policies of the Declaration, urges all Member States to en
deavour to respond to the request of the Secretary-General 
for information; 

3. Decides to keep the implementation of the Declara
tion under political review at its forty-seventh session; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to provide, in time 
for consideration by the General Assembly at its forty
seventh session, an analytical report, including his assess
ment of the steps taken by Governments of developed and 
developing countries, individually and collectively, as well 
as by organs, organizations and bodies of the United 
Nations system, towards implementation of the commit
ments and policies agreed upon in the Declaration; 

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session an item entitled "International coop
eration for economic growth and development: (a) Imple
mentation of the commitments and policies agreed upon in 
the Declaration on International Economic Cooperation, in 
particular the Revitalization of Economic Growth and De
velopment of the Developing Countries; (b) Implementa
tion of the International Development Strategy for the 
Fourth United Nations Development Decade". 

76th plenary meeting 
1 7 December 1991 

46/145. Regional economic integration among devel
oping countries 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution S-18/3 of l May 1990, the annex 

to which contains the Declaration on International Eco
nomic Cooperation, in particular the Revitalization of Eco
nomic Growth and Development of the Developing Coun
tries, 

Recalling also its resolution 451199 of 21 December 
1990, proclaiming the Fourth United Nations Development 
Decade, 

Bearing in mind that regional economic integration is 
important in expanding trade and investments, particularly 
in developing countries, and that regional economic inte
gration everywhere has the potential to strengthen global 
economic growth, especially if accompanied by openness 
to the outside world, 

Recalling fort her its resolution 45/203 of 21 December 
1990, on the Trade and Development Board, in which it 
invited the United Nations Conference on Trade and De
velopment and the Trade and Development Board, as ap
propriate, to continue to follow closely and analyse devel
opments that have a major impact on international trade 
relations. including economic integration and policy re
form in the world economy, technological change and 
the growing linkage between flows of investment and 
trade, 

Bearing in mind decision 91/l 0 of 25 June 1991 of the 
Governing Council of the United Nations Development 
Programme, 11 in which it was decided that regional eco-

nomic integration between developing countries should be 
included among the specific areas of analysis of regional 
programmes, 

Bearing in mind also the relevant provisions of decision 
90/34 of 23 June 1990 of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Development Programme,12 

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution 
1991176 of26 July 1991, which encourages interregional 
cooperation in order to facilitate international trade, 

Reaffirming that an open multilateral trading system is 
essential for the promotion of economic growth and devel
opment, 

Convinced of the link between regional economic inte
gration among developing countries and the promotion of 
growth and development and of the need to promote more 
economic cooperation between the members of the inter
national community, 

Noting the economic policy measures adopted by the de
veloping countries to facilitate their efficient and competi
tive participation in the contemporary world economy, 

Recalling that regional initiatives have been agreed upon 
to set the process of economic integration in motion within 
specific time-frames and with clearly defined objectives, 

Aware of the need to coordinate measures at the inter
national level to guarantee the effective and efficient pro
motion of activities that encourage regional economic 
integration and, thus, economic integration among devel
oping countries, 

Recognizing the need to support, inter alia, the prepara
tion of studies and implementation of measures to facilitate 
trade, as well as harmonization of the macroeconomic poli
cies and legal systems of the countries concerned, and to 
explore the technological aspects of such industrial recon
version processes as might be economically necessary dur
ing the process of integration, 

1. Points to the substantive importance of integration 
among developing countries, both for the international 
community in general and, in particular, for the strength
ening of growth and socio-economic development in the 
developing countries; 

2. Decides that in the context of the next revision of 
the medium-term plan for the period 1992-1997, to be held 
in 1992, activities promoting regional economic integra
tion among developing countries should be given special 
attention, and recommends that these activities be included 
as separate subprogrammes under the Department of Tech
nical Cooperation for Development of the Secretariat, the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development and 
the regional commissions, where appropriate, in the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1994-1995, taking into 
account the need for coordination and the avoidance of du
plication; 

3. Requests the regional commissions, together with 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 
to contribute to the identification, preparation and imple
mentation of specific projects to facilitate economic in
tegration and to submit them to bilateral donors, regional 
development banks and financial institutions for their con
sideration; 

4. Invites all States and regional economic integration 
organizations to support these initiatives; 
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5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen

eral Assembly at its forty-eighth session on the progress 
made in the implementation of the present resolution. 

76th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/146. Industrial development cooperation and the 
diversification and modernization of produc
tive activities in developing countries 

The General Assembly, 
Reaffirming its resolution 45/196 of21 December 1990, 

as well as other resolutions in the field of industrial devel
opment cooperation, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General, 13 in 
particular paragraphs 2 and 4 thereof, 

1. Takes note with appreciation of the recommenda
tions contained in the report of the Secretary-General; 

2. Notes with interest the proposal of the Director
General of the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization14 for a study on the structure of world indus
trialization from the long-term perspective as a contribu
tion to the overall assessment of and needs for industrial 
development in developing countries, and recommends 
that the Industrial Development Board should consider 
the proposal at its next session and report thereon to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session; 

3. Reiterates its request to the Secretary-General and 
the Administrative Committee on Coordination to submit 
the reports referred to in paragraphs 9 and 10 of resolution 
45/196 in time for consideration by the General Assembly 
at its forty-seventh session; 

4. Decides that the item entitled "Industrial develop
ment cooperation and the diversification and modern
ization of productive activities in developing countries" 
should, from the forty-seventh session of the General As
sembly, be considered on a biennial basis. 

76th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/147. Assistance for the rehabilitation and recon
struction of Liberia 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 45/232 of21 December 1990, 
Recalling also the statement of the Security Council of 

22 January 1991 on the situation in Liberia, in which the 
Council, inter alia, welcomed the regional initiative of the 
Economic Community of West African States and called 
for international support for the efforts aimed at a peaceful 
settlement of the conflict, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 
on emergency assistance for the economic and social reha
bilitation of Liberia, 15 

Noting that, despite the efforts made to provide assist
ance for the Liberian refugees, the situation with regard to 
the displaced persons and the returnees remains precarious, 

Noting with deep concern the devastating effects of the 
conflict on the Liberian economy and the urgent need to 
rehabilitate basic sectors of society in order to restore nor
malcy, 

Welcoming the recent agreement reached at the fourth 
meeting of the Committee of Five and other members of 
the Standing Mediation Committee of the Economic Com
munity of West African States, held at Yamoussoukro, 
Cote d'lvoire, on the immediate encampment and disarm
ament of combatants and for the holding of democratic 
elections,16 

1. Expresses its gratitude to the States and intergov
ernmental and non-governmental organizations that have 
responded and continue to respond to the appeals by the 
Government of Liberia and the Secretary-General for 
emergency assistance; 

2. Also expresses its gratitude to the Secretary-General 
for his efforts in mobilizing the international community, 
the United Nations system and other organizations to pro
vide emergency assistance to Liberia, and urges that such 
assistance be continued, as necessary; 

3. Calls upon the international community and inter
governmental and non-governmental organizations to pro
vide Liberia with technical, financial and material assist
ance for the repatriation and resettlement of Liberian 
refugees, returnees and displaced persons and for the reha
bilitation of combatants and their families, as provided for 
in the national action plans, which constitute important ele
ments for facilitating the holding of democratic election..c; 
in Liberia; 

4. Also calls upon the international community and in
tergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to 
provide adequate assistance to programmes and projects 
identified in the report of the Secretary-General;15 

5. Requests the Secretary-General: 
(a) To continue his efforts to coordinate the work of 

the United Nations system and to mobilize financial, tech
nical and material assistance for the rehabilitation and re
construction of Liberia; 

(b) To undertake, in close collaboration with the 
authorities of Liberia, an overall assessment of needs, with 
the objective of holding as soon as possible a round-table 
conference of donors for the rehabilitation and reconstruc
tion of Liberia, as a basis for the earliest resumption of the 
process of development; 

6. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the im
plementation of the present resolution. 

76th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/148. International debt crisis and development: 
enhanced international cooperation towards a 
durable solution to the external debt prob
lems of developing countries 

The General Assembly, 
Reaffirming its resolutions 41/202 of 8 December 1986, 

42/l98 of II December 1987, 43/198 of 20 December 
1988, 44/205 of 22 December 1989 and 45/214 of 21 De
cember 1990, 

Also reaffirming the Declaration on International 
Economic Cooperation, in particular the Revitalization 
of Economic Growth and Development of the Develop
ing Countries, contained in the annex to its resolution 
S-18/3 of 1 May 1990, the International Development 



118 Geaenl Assembly-Forty-slxtb Sessloa 

Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Development Dec
ade, contained in the annex to its resolution 45/199 of 21 
December 1990, and the Programme of Action for the 
Least Developed Countries for the 1990s, adopted by the 
Second United Nations Conference on the Least Devel
oped Countries,6 

Taking note of Trade and Development Board resolution 
396 (XXXVIII) of 4 October 1991 ,11 

Welcoming the progress made in the context of recent 
developments in the evolving international debt strategy, 
which includes debt and debt-service reduction as central 
elements, 

Also welcoming recent actions taken by the international 
community to reduce or cancel the official bilateral debt 
owed by least developed countries and other low-income 
countries in support of the adjustment efforts made by 
those countries to stabilize their economies, 

Stressing the need to agree to proceed rapidly towards 
the implementation of recent initiatives and measures to 
reduce the volume of external debt and debt servicing and 
to provide debt relief, 

Noting with appreciation the continued efforts to for
mulate and implement innovative and bold proposals 
and initiatives to address the debt problems, such as 
those taken under the Toronto terms, the Trinidad 
terms, the Netherlands initiative, the French initiative, 
the Houston terms and the Enterprise for the Americas 
Initiative, 

Also noting with appreciation the recommendations 
contained in the report of the Personal Representative of 
the Secretary-General on Debt,18 

Noting the proposals made by developing countries 
and regional organizations, including the Organization 
of African Unity and the Latin American Economic 
System, 

Reiterating the need for an early and durable solution to 
the debt problems of developing countries and for fore
stalling their proliferation, 

Stressing the need, in addition to debt-relief measures 
that include debt and debt-service reduction, for new finan
cial flows to debtor developing countries, 

Noting with interest the initial implementation of the 
rights-accumulation approach, addressing the problem of 
arrears with regard to multilateral debt, 

Welcoming the increased cooperation among the Inter
national Monetary Fund, the World Bank and other multi
lateral financial institutions, and recognizing the need to 
avoid cross-conditionality, 

Emphasizing the importance for debtor developing 
countries to continue to pursue and intensify their efforts 
in their stabilization and structural adjustment pro
grammes, 

Expressing its concern that in many developing coun
tries the burden of debt and debt service constitutes one of 
the major obstacles to the acceleration of growth and de
velopment and the eradication of poverty despite the often 
strenuous stabilization and structural adjustment pro
grammes of those countries, 

1. Urges Member States and multilateral financial in
stitutions, within their prerogatives, to work towards an 
early growth-oriented and development-oriented solution 
to the external debt problems, and, in this connection, 

urges them to intensify their efforts for the full implemen
tation of General Assembly resolution 45/214; 

2. Notes with interest the measures already taken by 
the international community, and agrees that there is a 
need for continuing efforts, through the evolving interna
tional debt strategy, in both the short and long term, to 
achieve an early and durable solution to the external debt 
problems; 

3. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General 
for his continuing efforts to promote understanding and to 
improve the relationship among debtor and creditor coun
tries and multilateral financial institutions with a view to 
contributing towards a durable solution to the external debt 
problems of developing countries; 

4. Emphasizes the importance for debtor developing 
countries to continue to pursue and intensify their efforts, 
in their stabilization and structural adjustment pro
grammes, to raise savings and investment, reduce inflation 
and improve efficiency, taking into account their individ
ual characteristics and the vulnerability of the poorer strata 
of their populations; 

5. Recognizes the need of the debtor developing coun
tries for a supportive international economic environment 
as regards, inter alia, terms of trade, commodity prices, im
proved market access and trade practices, and, in this con
nection, stresses the urgent need for a balanced and suc
cessful outcome of the Uruguay Round of multilateral 
trade negotiations, which would result in the liberalization 
and expansion of world trade to the benefit of all countries, 
in particular the developing countries; 

6. Stresses the need, in addition to debt-relief measures 
that include debt and debt-service reduction, for new fman
cial flows to debtor developing countries, and urges the 
creditor countries and the multilateral financial institu
tions to continue to extend concessional financial assist
ance, as appropriate, in order to support the implementa
tion by the developing countries of their stabilization 
and structural adjustment programmes so as to enable 
them to extricate themselves from the debt overhang and 
to assist them in achieving economic growth and develop
ment; 

7. Urges creditor countries, private banks and, within 
their prerogatives, multilateral financial institutions to con
sider the extension of appropriate new fmancial support to 
developing countries, in particular the low-income coun
tries with substantial debt burdens that continue at great 
cost to service the debt and meet their international obli
gations; 

8. Stresses the urgent need for additional debt-relief 
measures, including further cancellation or reduction of 
debt and debt service related to official development 
assistance, as well as other official bilateral debt and debt 
service, in particular that of low-income countries, and 
welcomes, in this regard, the call made at the Economic 
Summit Conference, held in London from 15 to 17 July 
1991, by the seven major industrialized nations for 
additional debt-relief measures in favour of the poorest, 
most indebted countries that go well beyond the Toronto 
terms; 

9. Also stresses the need for more urgent action 
with regard to the commercial debt owed by developing 
countries through increased efforts and improved access 
to and expanded use of existing facilities and arrange
ments, and encourages the continued consideration and, 
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where appropriate, wider application of innovative meas
ures, such as debt-for-equity swaps, debt swaps for the 
protection of nature and debt-for-development swaps, as 
contributions towards addressing the external debt 
problems of all indebted developing countries con
cerned; 

l 0. Notes the substantial debt relief and debt reduction 
agreed to by the Paris Club in favour of two middle-income 
countries; 

11. Further stresses the need for the continued exami
nation, in the relevant forum, of appropriate debt-relief 
measures in favour of indebted low-income and lower
middle-income countries; 

12. Urges the multilateral fmancial institutions to con
tinue to provide support for debt and debt-service reduc
tion packages with the necessary flexibility under their es
tablished guidelines, and also urges that earnest attention 
be given to continuing to work towards a growth-oriented 
solution to the problems of developing countries that are 
having serious debt-servicing difficulties, including those 
countries whose debt is mainly to official creditors or to 
multilateral financial institutions; 

13. Recognizes the urgent need to continue to pro
vide a social safety net to vulnerable groups most adversely 
affected by the implementation of economic reform pro
grammes in the debtor countries, in particular low-income 
groups, in order to ensure social and political stability; 

14. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the im
plementation of the present resolution. 

77th plenary meeting 
18 December 1991 

46/149. International Decade for Natural Disaster 
Reduction 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 42/169 of 11 December 1987, 

43/202 of 20 December 1988, 44/236 of 22 December 
1989, in which it proclaimed the International Decade for 
Natural Disaster Reduction, and 45/J 85 of 21 December 
1990, 

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution 
1991158 of26 July 1991, 

Reaffirming the need for the international community to 
demonstrate the strong political determination required to 
mobilize and use existing scientific and technical know
ledge to mitigate natural disasters, bearing in mind, in par
ticular, the needs of developing countries, 

Welcoming the positive steps taken by approximately 
one hundred Governments in establishing national com
mittees or focal points to stimulate and coordinate disaster 
mitigation activities for the purpose of attaining the objec
tive and goals set for the Decade, 

Reconfirming the important responsibility of the United 
Nations system as a whole for promoting international 
cooperation in order to mitigate natural disasters, 
provide assistance and coordinate relief, preparedness and 
prevention, 

Welcoming the establishment of the Special High-Level 
Council, which completes the organizational arrange
ments for the Decade called for in General Assembly 

resolution 44/236, and the inaugural session of the 
Council, held in New York on 9 and 10 October 1991, on 
the occasion of the International Day for Natural Disaster 
Reduction, 

Expressing its appreciation to those countries that have 
provided generous support to the activities of the Decade 
through voluntary contributions, including staff second
ments, the development and implementation of disaster re
duction projects and the hosting of activities or meetings 
related to the Decade, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on the 
Decade, the addendum to which contains the New York 
Declaration of the Special High-Level Council and the first 
annual report of the Scientific and Technical Committee 
on the Decade,19 

l. Endorses the New York Declaration of the Special 
High-Level Council and encourages the members of the 
Council to embark actively on the implementation of their 
tasks, with particular attention to increasing public aware
ness of the potential for disaster reduction and raising 
support for the activities of the International Decade for 
Natural Disaster Reduction from Governments, funding 
organizations and the business community; 

2. Also endorses the recommendations contained in the 
first annual report of the Scientific and Technical Commit
tee on the Decade,20 while recognizing that implementation 
by disaster-vulnerable countries of the targets set by the 
Committee would constitute significant progress in reduc
ing the impact of disasters during the Decade; 

3. Further endorse.~ the proposal of the Scientific and 
Technical Committee concerning the convening in 1994 of 
a world conference of representatives of national commit
tees for the Decade,21 which would bring together partici
pants from a broad range of sectors of activity, including 
the scientific and technological sector, the business sector 
and the industrial sector, as well as non-governmental 
groups, and which would serve as a substantive contribu
tion to the mid-term review of the implementation of the 
International Framework of Action for the Decade called 
for in resolution 44/236; 

4. Commends the initiatives already taken by countries 
exposed to disasters to reduce their vulnerability, and en
courages them to continue with the adoption of national 
disaster mitigation policies and their implementation dur
ing the Decade in the context of their socio-economic de
velopment, taking into account the targets proposed by the 
Scientific and Technical Committee as a measure of pro
gress in disaster reduction: 

5. Stresses the benefits of regional meetings with 
heads of national committees, such as that organized at 
Guatemala City from 9 to 13 September 1991 by the Pan 
American Health Organization, the World Health Organi
zation Regional Office for the Americas, the Organization 
of American States and the Office of the United Nations 
Disaster Relief Coordinator; 

6. Invites Governments to accelerate communication 
and cooperation globally and at the regional level in order 
to share valuable experience and to transfer scientific and 
teclmical knowledge for disaster mitigation; 

7. Reiterates its appeals to the international commu
nity, in particular to donor countries, for adequate funding, 
including contrihutions to the Trust Fund, for carrying out 
the activities ('I the Decade; 
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8. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-eighth session on the activities 
of the Decade. 

77th plenary meeting 
18 December 1991 

46/150. Strengthening of international cooperation 
and coordination of efforts to study, mitigate 
and minimize the consequences of the Cher
nobyl disaster 

The General Assembly, 
Reaffirming its resolution 45/190 of 21 December 1990, 
Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 

1990/50 of 13 July 1990, and taking note of Council reso
lution 1991151 of26 July 1991, 

Taking note with appreciation of the decisions adopted 
by the organs, organizations and programmes of the United 
Nations system in the implementation of General Assem
bly resolution 45/190, and the decisions of other interna
tional organs and organizations, 

Taking note of International Atomic Energy Agency 
resolution GC(XXXV)/RES/553 of 20 September 1991, 

Expressing continuing concern about the ongoing ef
fects on the lives and health of people, especially children, 
first and foremost in the affected regions of Belarus, 
Ukraine and the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Re
public and also in other countries affected by thP- Cherno
byl disaster, 

Aware of the need to strengthen further the coordination 
of active efforts to carefully study, mitigate and minimize 
the radiological, health, socio-economic, psychological 
and environmental consequences of that disaster, as well 
as its possible long-term effects, including those resulting 
from transboundary contamination, 

Stressing the importance of providing extensive infor
mation on all aspects of the unprecedented disaster for the 
purpose of avoiding similar calamities in the future, 

Welcoming the growing international solidarity with the 
victims of Chernobyl and the large-scale efforts made by 
the United Nations and the organizations of the United 
Nations system, as well as the contribution made by Mem
ber States, intergovernmental and non-governmental or
ganizations, charity foundations, the business community, 
scientific bodies and individuals, in the development of co
operation to mitigate the consequences of the Chernobyl 
disaster, 

Noting the various assessments of the radiological con
sequences of the Chernobyl accident, in particular the re
port of the International Advisory Committee22 that was 
presented and discussed at the conference held at Vienna 
from 21 to 24 May 1991, and recognizing the need for fur
ther study, 

Stressing that it is essential to achieve and maintain the 
highest available standards of safety of nuclear power gen
eration, including radiologial protection, and to encourage 
cooperation to this end throughout the world and, in par
ticular, in Central and Eastern Europe, 

Noting with appreciation the activities recently initiated 
with the purpose of bringing forward the, shntting down of 
the nuclear power plant at Chernobyl, <... ~tressing the 

need for technical assistance from the international com
munity to that end, 

Noting with interest the fmdings, conclusions and rec
ommendations of the International Conference on the 
Safety of Nuclear Power, held at Vienna from 2 to 6 Sep
tember 1991,23 

I. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the 
Secretary-General on the implementation of General As
sembly resolution 45/190;24 

2. Welcomes the practical measures that have been 
taken by the Secretary-General and the United Nations Co
ordinator of International Cooperation for Chernubyl to 
strengthen coordination of international effons in that area, 
inter alia, in the setting· up of the corresponding Inter
Agency Task Force and the preparation of the Joint Plan 
of international cooperation to mitigate the consequences 
of the Chernobyl disaster; 

3. Notes with appreciation the results of the United 
Nations Pledging Conference to mobilize support for ex
tending international cooperation to mitigate the conse
quences of the Chernobyl disaster; 

4. Appeals to all Member States, intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organizations, charity founda
tions, the business community, scientific bodies and in
dividuals to provide cooperation in various forms and spe
cial and other assistance, taking into account the nature of 
the radiation and environmental disaster and the emer
gency situation that has developed in the areas most af
fected, particularly in Belarus, Ukraine and the Russian 
Soviet Federative Socialist Republic, as described in the 
conclusions and recommendations of the International 
Chernobyl Project22 in its assessment of radiological con
sequences and evaluation of protective measures and other 
relevant studies; 

5. Requests the organs, specialized agencies and pro
grammes of the United Nations system to continue the con
sideration of possible technical and other specialized as
sistance and specific actions in the areas most affected by 
the accident, particularly in Belarus, Ukraine and the Rus
sian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic, in close coop
eration with the United Nations Coordinator, taking into 
account the Joint Plan, as introduced by the Secretary
General at the Chernobyl Pledging Conference; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to continue the ac
tivities related to the coordination of efforts to mitigate the 
consequences of the Chernobyl disaster in accordance with 
resolution 45/ 190; 

7. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session, through the 
Economic and Social Council, a report on the implemen
tation of the present resolution; 

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session an item entitled "Strengthening of in
ternational cooperation and coordination of efforts to 
study, mitigate and minimize the consequences of the 
Chemobyl disaster". 

77th plenary meeting 
18 December 1991 
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oping countries plementation of the present resolutiOn and to reJX_Jrt 
thereon, as appropriate, to the General Assembly at Its 
forty-eighth session. The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution S-18/3_ of 1 May 1990: the annex 
to which contains the DeclaratiOn on InternatiOnal Eco
nomic Cooperation, in particular the Revitalization. of 
Economic Growth and Development of the Developmg 
Countries, 

Reaffirming its resolution 45/194 of21 D~cember 19?0, 
on economic stabilization programmes m developmg 
countries, 

I. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the 
Secretary-General;25 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-eighth session a comprehen
sive and analytical report containing an eval~tion of ~e 
extent to which the efforts made by developmg countnes 
to stabilize their economies are being supported by the cur
rent international economic environment. 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 

46/lSS. Report of the South Commission 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 45/195 of 21 December 1990, 
Recognizing the relevance of the report entitled The 

Challenge to the South: The Report of the South Co'!'mis
sionl6 in addressing the challenges of the South m the 
1990s, especially the North-South dialogue, trade, finance, 
technology, regional cooperation and integration among 
developing countries, 

Taking note of the report of the President of ~e Eco
nomic and Social Council on the outcome of the mformal 
exchange of views held in the Council on the report of the 
South Commission,27 

I. Urges Member States, international organizations 
and other relevant institutions to study the report of the 
South Commission with a view to putting into effect its 
recommendations, as appropriate; 

2. Invites the United Nations Development Programme 
to provide support for the distrib~tion of th~ re~ort of_ the 
South Commission in the developmg countries, m particu
lar the least developed countries, in order to enhance eco
nomic and technical cooperation among the developing 
countries; 

3. Urges the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, the United Nations Development Pro
gramme, the regional commissions and other developm~n
tal bodies of the United Nations to support developmg 
countries in implementing the relevant recommendations 
of the report of the South Commission, with special em
phasis on economic and technical cooperation among de
veloping countries; 

4. Invites the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, the United Nations Development Pro
gramme and the regional commissions to fo~low, within 
their respective spheres of competence, the Implementa
tion of the recommendations contained in the report of 
the South Commission by the parties concerned, as 
appropriate; 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 

46/156. Implementation of the Programme of Action 
for the Least Developed Countries for the 
1990s 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 45/206 of21 December 1990, in 

which it endorsed the Paris Declaration and the Programme 
of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the 1990s, 
adopted by the Second United Nations Conference on the 
Least Developed Countries. 

Deeply concerned about the continuing deterioration in 
the socio-economic situation of the least developed coun
tries as a whole and the adverse impact of the recent un
foreseen external developments and other emergencies on 
their overall socio-economic situation, 

Recalling the Declaration on International Economic 
Cooperation, in particular the Revitalizati<;m of Econ?m~~ 
Growth and Development of the Developmg Countnes, 
in which it was stated, inter alia, that it would be essential 
to stem the increasing marginalization of the least devel
oped countries and to reactivate their growth and develop
ment through comprehensive national action and interna
tional support measures, 

Reaffirming the International Development Strategy for 
the Fourth United Nations Development Decade,29 m 
which Member States stressed, inter alia, the need for full 
implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least 
Developed Countries for the 1990s, adopted by the Second 
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Coun
tries, held in Paris from 3 to 14 September 1990,6 

Recalling that the prime objective of the Programme of 
Action is to arrest the further deterioration in the socio
economic situation of those countries, to reactivate and ac
celerate their growth and development and, in the process, 
to set them on the path of sustained growth and develop
ment, 

Reaffirming the basic principles outlined in the Pro
gramme of Action as the basis for action by the least de
veloped countries and their development partners, includ
ing international organizations, financial institutions and 
development funds, to promote fundamental, growth
oriented transformation of the economies of those coun
tries, 

Recalling the solemn commitment of the international 
community, as contained in the Paris Declaration, adopted 
by the Second United Nations Conference on the Least De
veloped Countries,6 to implement the Programme of Ac
tion throughout the 1990s, 

Stressing that successful implementation of the Pro
gramme of Action will depend on shared responsibility and 
strengthened partnership for the growth and development 
of the least developed countries, 

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the 
Secretary-General; 10 
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2. Calls upon all Govenunents, international and mul
tilateral organizations, financial institutions and develop
ment funds, the organs, organizations and programmes of 
the United Nations system and all other organizations con
cerned to take concrete measures to implement fully the 
Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries 
for the 1990s as a matter of urgency; 

3. Reaffirms that the least developed countries have the 
primary responsibility for the formulation and effective 
implementation of national policies and priorities for their 
growth and development and should continue to imple~ent 
the commitments they undertook at the Second Umted 
Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, 
held in Paris in 1990, and, in that context, welcomes the 
fundamental and far-reaching changes that have been or 
are being initiated in the least developed countries; 

4. Stresses that the implementation of growth and de
velopment-oriented domestic policy initiatives by the least 
developed countries deserves the increased support of all 
their development partners; 

5. Strongly urges the international community, in par
ticular the donor countries, to implement fully and expedi
tiously their commitments in all areas, as set out in the Pro
gramme of Action, so as to provide adequate external 
support to the least developed countries, and to keep un
der review the possibility of implementing further new 
steps in specific areas of importance to the least devel
oped countries; 

6. Welcomes the decision to upgrade to a division the 
unit of the United Nations Conference on Trade and De
velopment that deals, inter alia, with the least developed 
countries, and expresses the hope that the division will 
concentrate more fully on the problems and requirements 
of the least developed countries; 

7. Invites the governing bodies of the organs, organi
zations, agencies and programmes of the United Nations 
system to continue to take the necessary and appropriate 
measures for effective implementation of and follow-up to 
the Programme of Action within their respective spheres 
of competence and according to their mandates; 

8. Invites the preparatory bodies of all relevant forth
coming major meetings and conferences of the United 
Nations system to take into account the outcome of the 
Second United Nations Conference on the Least Devel
oped Countries; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General, in conformity with 
paragraph 142 of the Programme of Action,6 to continue to 
ensure the full mobilization and coordination of all organs, 
organizations and bodies of the United Nations system in 
the implementation and follow-up of the Programme of 
Action, in close collaboration with the Director-General 
for Development and International Economic Cooperation, 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development, the secretariats of the regional 
commissions and the lead agencies for the aid groups; 

10. Calls upon all relevant organs, organizations and 
programmes of the United Nations system to establish fo
cal points for the least developed countries, if they have 
not already been established, and to strengthen the existing 
ones in order to involve them actively in the implementa
tion of the Programme of Action throughout the 1990s, and 
also calls upon those organs, organizations and pro
grammes to take steps to implement the recommendations 

contained in the Programme of Action that fall within their 
area of competence; 

ll. Urges all Govenunents, international and multilat
eral organizations, regional economic integration organiza
tions and relevant non-govenunental organizations to con
tinue to pay special attention to the problems of the least 
developed countries, and, in this regard, deeply appreciates 
the Tokyo Forum on the development problems of the least 
developed countries, organized in Tokyo from 13 to 15 
May 1991 by the Govenunent of Japan in collaboration 
with the United Nations Capital Development Fund; 

12. Deeply appreciates the contributions of individual 
countries to specific United Nations programmes for the 
least developed countries; 

13. Emphasizes once again the importance of eco
nomic and technical cooperation between the least devel
oped countries and other developing countries, and, in that 
regard, highly recommends mechanisms of economic and 
technical cooperation among developing countries to 
strengthen the development efforts of the least developed 
countries, and urges the development partners to assist in 
such activities; 

14. Stresses the importance of effective follow-up and 
monitoring mechanisms for the Programme of Action, and, 
in that context, requests the Secretary-General to mobilize 
extrabudgetary resources to ensure the participation of at 
least one representative of each least developed country at 
the spring session of the Trade and Development Board, 
which, in accordance with the provisions of the Pro
gramme of Action and General Assembly resolution 
45/206, will undertake the annual review of progress in the 
implementation of the Programme of Action; 

15. Calls upon the international community to con
tinue to assist the land-locked and island least developed 
countries in addressing their special problems, in line with 
the relevant recommendations contained in the Programme 
of Action; 

16. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-eighth session a report on 
the implementation of the present resolution and to report, 
on a continuing basis, on the implementation of the provi
sions of the Programme of Action. 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 

46/157. World Decade for Cultural Development 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 411187 of 8 December 1986, in 
which it proclaimed the period 1988-1997 the World Dec
ade for Cultural Development, to be observed under the 
auspices of the United Nations and the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 

Taking into consideration Economic and Social Council 
resolution 199lt65 of 26 July 1991, 

Acknowledging with satisfaction the progress made by 
Member States and intergovenunental and non-govern
mental organizations in implementing the Plan of Action 
for the World Decade for Cultural Development,l1 and 
encouraging them to pursue their efforts in this respect, 
especially in the context of the International Develop-
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ment Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Develop
ment Decade,29 

Taking into account resolution 26 C/3.2 adopted by the 
General Conference of the United Nations Educational, Sci
entific and Cultural Organization at its twenty-sixth ses
sion, 

I. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations and the Director-General of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
on the progress of the World Decade for Cultural Develop
ment (1988-1997) during the period 1990-1991;32 

2. Approves the recommendation contained in para
graph 89 (d) of the report, aimed at focusing the mid-term 
review on preparing a provisional evaluation of the imple
mentation of the Decade, reviewing some of its goals, se
lecting a more limited number of priorities and defining 
specific tasks for the second phase of the Decade, so as to 
give greater impetus to the implementation of the Plan of 
Action for the Decade; 

3. Invites the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
and the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization to undertake the prepa
ration of a global mid-term review of the Decade, to be 
carried out by the General Assembly at its forty-ninth 
session, in 1994; the preparation should include the fol
lowing: 

(a) Written consultations with Member States and ap
propriate international governmental and non-governmen
tal organizations, to be carried out by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in 1992, 
with the aim of evaluating the implementation of the Dec
ade, including an evaluation of the cultural factors influ
encing the development of the cultural sector as a potential 
creator of jobs and generator of income, to be carried out 
by the regional commissions in 1993, as specified by the 
General Assembly in paragraph 3 of its resolution 45/189 
of2l December 1990; 

(b) The elaboration of a summary evaluation report 
based on the results obtained from the written consulta
tions with Member States and intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations, as well as on the contribu
tions from the regional commissions; the summary 
evaluation report would serve as the main working docu
ment for the mid-term review and would be prepared by 
the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization; 

(c) An examination of the summary evaluation report 
by the Intergovernmental Committee of the World Decade 
for Cultural Development, established by the General Con
ference of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization in resolution 24 C/11.13 adopted at 
its twenty-fourth session; 

4. Invites all States and intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations, as well as organs, organiza
tions and bodies of the United Nations system, to contrib
ute actively to the mid-term review of the implementation 
of the Plan of Action for the Decade. 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 

46/158. World Commission on Culture and Devel
opment 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 41/187 of 8 December 1986, in 

which it proclaimed the period 1988-1997 the World Dec
ade for Cultural Development, 

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution 
1991/65 of 26 July 1991, in which the Council noted the 
suggestion made at the II th meeting of the First (~co
nomic) Committee, on 18 July 1991, that the Umted 
Nations and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization jointly establish an international 
commission to prepare a report on culture and develop
ment, 

Also taking note of the report of the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations and the Director-General of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Or
ganization on the progress of the World Decade for Cul
tural Development (1988-1997) during the period 1990-
1991,32 

I. Takes note of resolution 26 C/3.4 adopted by the 
General Conference of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization at its twenty-sixth ses
sion, on the establishment of a World Commission on Cul
ture and Development; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to cooperate with 
the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization as the latter pro
ceeds in: 

(a) Establishing an independent World Commission on 
Culture and Development, comprising women and men 
drawn from all regions and eminent in diverse disciplines, 
to prepare a world report on culture and development and 
proposals for both urgent and long-term action to meet cul
tural needs in the context of development; 

(b) Appointing, after such consultations as they deem 
necessary, the Chairperson of the Commission and, in co
operation with the Chairperson, selecting the other twelve 
members of the Commission; 

3. Expects the World Commission to submit its final 
report to the General Conference of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and to 
the United Nations General Assembly no later than three 
years after it begins its work, and to direct its report to 
intergovernmental, governmental and non-governmental 
forums, to individuals and to the general public in order to 
promote wide dissemination and follow-up; 

4. Decides to consider the report of the World Com
mission on Culture and Development at an appropriate fu
ture session. 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 

46/159. Technical cooperation among developing 
countries 

The General Assembly, 

Reaffirming the Declaration on International Economic 
Cooperation, in particular the Revitalization of Economic 
Gro\\1h and Development of the Developing Countries,28 
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and the International Development Strategy for the Fourth 
United Nations Development Decade,29 

Recalling its resolutions 33/134 of 19 December 1978, 
in which it endorsed the Buenos Aires Plan of Action for 
Promoting and Implementing Technical Cooperation 
among Developing Countries,33 and 44/222 of 22 Decem
ber 1989, as well as other relevant resolutions of the Gen
eral Assembly, 

Stressing that technical cooperation among developing 
countries is an indispensable and integral part of their ef
forts to accelerate development and should act as a spring
board for enhancing the integration of the developing 
countries into the international economy based on equity 
and mutual benefit, 

Also stressing that technical cooperation among devel
oping countries remains a key element in global economic 
cooperation, its purpose being not to displace North-South 
cooperation with South-South cooperation but to comple
ment the former within a cooperative framework that is 
truly universal, 

Reaffirming that, while developing countries have the 
primary responsibility for promoting technical cooperation 
among themselves, developed countries and the United 
Nations system should assist and support such activities 
and that the United Nations system should play a promi
nent role as promoter and catalyst of technical cooperation 
among developing countries, in accordance with the 
Buenos Aires Plan of Action, 

1. Reaffirms the continued validity of the recommen
dations of the Buenos Aires Plan of Action for Promoting 
and Implementing Technical Cooperation among Develop
ing Countries and the importance of technical cooperation 
among developing countries; 

2. Endorses the decisions adopted by the High-level 
Committee on the Review of Technical Cooperation 
among Developing Countries at its seventh session;34 

3. Urges all Member States, the United Nations Devel
opment Programme and other relevant organs, organiza
tions, bodies and programmes of the United Nations sys
tem to give high priority in their particular fields of 
activity to the support, including financial support, of 
activities in technical cooperation among developing 
countries; 

4. Urges the United Nations Development Programme 
to take the lead in assisting developing countries in over
coming the problems encountered in their efforts to pro
mote and implement activities in technical cooperation 
among developing countries; 

5. Calls upon the international community to take the 
necessary measures to implement the commitments agreed 
upon in the context of technical cooperation among devel
oping countries; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-eighth session on the implemen
tation of the present resolution. 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 

461160. Cooperation between the United Nations and 
the Southern African Development Coordina
tion Conference 

The General Assembly, 
Affirming its resolutions 37/248 of 21 December 1982, 

38/160 of 19 December 1983, 39/215 of 18 December 
1984,40/195 of 17 December 1985,42/181 of 11 Decem
ber 1987 and 44/221 of 22 December 1989, in which it, 
inter alia, requested the Secretary-General to promote co
operation between the organs, organizations and bodies of 
the United Nations system and the Southern African De
velopment Coordination Conference and urged intensifica
tion of contacts in order to accelerate the achievement of 
the objectives of the Lusaka Declaration of 1 April 1980, 
by which the Conference was established,35 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 
on cooperation between the United Nations and the Con
ference,36 

Noting the efforts made by the Conference in imple
menting its Programme of Action,37 

Reaffirming its recognition that successful implementa
tion of the development programmes of the Conference can 
be achieved only if the Conference has adequate resources 
at its disposal, 

Welcoming Namibia's membership in the Conference, 
which brings added impetus for expanding and intensify
ing economic cooperation in southern Africa, 

Noting that the effects of war, loss oflife and destruction 
of economic and social infrastructures in southern Africa 
demand the continuation and strengthening of rehabilita
tion programmes to regenerate the economies of the inde
pendent countries of the region, 

Recognizing the positive developments in South Africa, 
including prospects for the start of negotiations on a demo
cratic, non-racial constitution, 

Deeply concerned about the current violence in South 
Africa, resulting from actions of forces opposed to demo
cratic transformation, 

Welcoming the signing in South Africa on 14 September 
1991 of the National Peace Accord, effective implementa
tion of which should strengthen prospects for peace in the 
entire southern African region, 

Noting the progress made by some organs, organizations 
and bodies of the United Nations system in working out 
mechanisms for formulating and executing cooperation 
with the Conference, 

l. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General,36 

which describes the progress made in the implementation 
of the resolutions of the General Assembly dealing with 
cooperation between the United Nations and the Southern 
African Development Coordination Conference;37 

2. Commends the Member States and organs, organi
zations and bodies of the United Nations system that have 
maintained, enhanced and initiated development coopera
tion with the Conference; 

3. Calls upon the Member States and organs, organi
zations and bodies of the United Nations system that have 
not yet established contact and relationships with the Con
ference to explore the possibility of doing so; 

4. Commends the Conference for its considerable 
achievements, since its founding, in implementing projects 
covering all the sectors of cooperation; 
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5. Notes with interest the reforms under way within the 
Conference in order better to address the challenges of re
gional cooperation in the 1990s; 

6. Renews its appeal to the international community to 
increase its financial, technical and material support for the 
Conference in order to enable it to implement fully its ex
panded Programme of Action, which currently includes the 
marine fisheries and 1 ~ources sector and the information 
and culture sector, and to meet the needs of reconstruction 
and rehabilitation; 

7. Appeals to the international community and relevant 
organizations of the United Nations system to extend ap
propriate assistance to the Conference to enable it to ad
vance the process of regional economic integration, includ
ing eventual participation of a democratic, non-racial 
South Africa; 

8. Calls upon the South African authorities and all par
ties in a position to do so to redouble efforts to end the 
violence; 

9. Welcomes the peace agreements in Angola and the 
peace process in Mozambique, and calls upon the interna
tional community to encourage and support those develop
ments; 

1 0. Appeals to the international community to extend 
assistance for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of the 
economies of Angola and Mozambique; 

11. Also appeals to the international community ur
gently to extend assistance to the newly independent nation 
of Namibia to enable it to implement its national develop
ment programme; 

12. Invites the donor community and other cooperating 
partners to participate at a high level in the Annual Con
sultative Conference of the Southern African Development 
Coordination Conference, to be held at Maputo from 29 to 
31 January 1992; 

13. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation 
with the Executive Secretary of the Southern African De
velopment Coordination Conference, to continue to inten
sify contacts aimed at promoting and harmonizing coop
eration between the United Nations and the Conference; 

14. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-eighth session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution. 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 

46/161. Combating desertification and drought 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 32/172 of 19 December 1977, by 
which it approved the Plan of Action to Combat Desertifi
cation,38 and all its subsequent resolutions on the subject, 

Recalling also its resolutions 44/228 of 22 December 
1989, on the United Nations Conference on Environment 
and Development, and 45/212 of 21 December 1990, on 
protection of global climate for present and future genera
tions of mankind, as well as its decision 44/437 of 19 De
cember 1989, on countries stricken by desertification and 
drought in Africa, 

Concerned at the seriousness of the problem of drought 
and desertification in many regions, and noting the rete-

vance of the experiences of various countries in combating 
land degradation in an integrated manner, 

I. Reaffirms its resolutions 44/172 A and B of 19 De
cember 1989, concerning implementation of the Plan of 
Action to Combat Desertification, in which the General 
Assembly invited the United Nations Conference on Envi
ronment and Development, through its Preparatory Com
mittee, to accord high priority to desertification control; 

2. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
implementation of the Plan of Action to Combat Desertifi
cation in 1989-1990, including its implementation in the 
Sudano-Sahelian region,39 and requests the Secretary
General to forward that report, as well as the report re
quested by the Assembly in paragraph 7 of its resolution 
44/172 A,40 to the Preparatory Committee for the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Development at its 
fourth session; 

3. Endorses decisions 16/22 A to E of 31 May 1991 of 
the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Programme41 and decision 91/41 of 25 June 1991 of the 
Governing Council of the United Nations Development 
Programme; 11 

4. Also endorses decision 3116 of 4 September 1991 of 
the Preparatory Committee for the Conference,42 in which 
the Committee requested the Secretary-General of the Con
ference to submit to the Committee at its fourth session a 
report on the financial, technical and institutional needs to 
implement effectively and efficiently the decisions of the 
Conference regarding desertification control; 

5. Welcomes the priority that will be given to the con
sideration of desertification by the Preparatory Committee 
at its fourth session; 

6. Welcomes the efforts to combat desertification and 
drought undertaken by African subregional organizations, 
such as the Permanent Inter-State Committee for Drought 
Control in the Sahel, the Intergovernmental Authority on 
Drought and Development, the Southern African Develop
ment Coordination Conference, the Ministerial Conference 
for a joint policy to combat desertification and the Arab 
Maghreb Union, and the setting up of the Sahel and Sahara 
observatory; 

7. Also welcomes the continued and substantial techni
cal and financial assistance by the United Nations Sudano
Sahelian Office to the countries of the Sudano-Sahelian re
gion at the national and regional level in their preparations 
for the Conference, and encourages the Office to continue 
and intensify its assistance in that area; 

8. Invites the United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office, 
within the framework of United Nations Development Pro
gramme round tables and/or the World Bank consultative 
group, to assist the Governments of the countries of the 
Sudano-Sahelian region in organizing sectoral/thematic 
round tables in order to mobilize adequate resources for 
the protection and sound management of natural resources 
to arrest and reverse the process of desertification; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General, in light of the deci
sions of the Conference regarding desertification and 
drought, to highlight any requirements necessary to imple
ment those decisions in a report to be submitted to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session. 
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46/162. Living conditions of the Palestinian people in 
the occupied Palestinian territory 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling the Vancouver Declaration on Human Settle

ments, 1976,43 and the relevant recommendations for na
tional action adopted by Habitat: United Nations Confer
ence on Human Settlements,44 

Recalling also its resolution 44/174 of 19 December 
1989, 

Taking into account the intifadah of the Palestinian peo
ple against the Israeli occupation, including Israeli eco
nomic and social policies and practices, 

Gravely alarmed by the continuation of the Israeli set
tlement policies in the Palestinian territory occupied by 
Israel since 1967, including Jerusalem, which have been 
declared illegal and a major obstacle to peace, 

1. Takes note of the report annexed to the note by the 
Secretary-General;4s 

2. Calls for the immediate cessation of the Israeli prac
tices against the Palestinian people, particularly in the eco
nomic and social fields; 

3. Expresses its alann at the deterioration, as a result 
of the Israeli occupation, in the living conditions of the Pal
estinian people in the Palestinian territory, including Jeru
salem, occupied since 1967; 

4. Affirms that the Israeli occupation is contradictory 
to the basic requirements for the social and economic de
velopment of the Palestinian people in the occupied Pales
tinian territory; 

5. Rejects the Israeli plans and actions intended to 
change the demographic composition of the occupied Pal
estinian territory, in particular the increase and expansion 
of the Israeli settlements; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to consider ways 
and means of improving the living conditions of the Pal
estinian people in the occupied Palestinian territory and, 
pending the exercise of their right to self-determination, to 
plan for concerted economic and social actions by the 
United Nations system; 

7. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-eighth session, through the 
Economic and Social Council, on the progress made in the 
implementation of the present resolution. 
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46/163. Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 43/181 of 20 December 1988, in 
which it designated the Commission on Human Settle
ments as the intergovernmental body for coordinating, 
evaluating and monitoring the Global Strategy for Shelter 
to the Year 2000,46 

Recalling also its resolution 44/173 of 19 December 
1989, in which it considered the first report of the Com
mission on Human Settlements on the implementation of 
the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000,47 submit
ted pursuant to paragraph 7 of resolution 43/181, 

Recognizing that the Global Strategy for Shelter to the 
Year 2000 provides a framework for Governments to fa
cilitate adequate shelter for all and that, through shelter and 
services, the Global Strategy also addresses the issues of 
alleviation of poverty, improvement of health, participa
tion of women, improvement of the living environment of 
people and promotion of sustainable development, 

Emphasizing that the operational focus for promoting 
the objective of facilitating shelter for all is action at the 
national level within the framework of national shelter 
strategies which are integrated with macroeconomic poli
cies for optimum utilization of natural and human re
sources and are based on standards that are nationally ap
propriate and socially acceptable, 

Emphasizing also that the adoption of enabling shelter 
strategies can mobilize resources on a sustainable basis and 
facilitate access to available resources by all population 
groups, 

Noting that such mobilization of national resources 
through enabling shelter strategies could partially alleviate 
economic constraints that affect many countries, 

Having considered the second report of the Commission 
on Human Settlements on the implementation of the 
Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000,48 

Noting with satisfaction that a number of Governments 
have initiated or reformulated national shelter strategies, 
based on the principle of enabling all actors in the shelter 
sector, and that many other Governments have initiated ac
tion on particular components of a national shelter strategy, 

Noting also with satisfaction the support given to the im
plementation of the Global Strategy by donor Govern
ments, international bodies and intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations, 

Cognizant of the importance of maintaining the momen
tum already generated at the national and international lev
els for the implementation of the Global Strategy, 

1. Commends Governments which are revising, con
solidating, formulating or implementing their national 
shelter strategies based on the enabling principles of the 
Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000; 

2. Urges those Governments which have not already 
initiated action towards formulation of a national shelter 
strategy based on the enabling principles, or have taken 
only tentative steps so far, to increase their efforts, using 
the Guidelines for National Action contained in the Global 
Strategy, involving governmental, private sector and non
governmental actors in the shelter sector, assuring the par
ticipation of men and women and paying special attention 
to gender issues, in the formulation, implementation and 
monitoring of national shelter strategies in order to achieve 
the objective of facilitating shelter for all by the year 2000; 

3. Recommends that all Governments adopt a cost
effective system for monitoring progress of national shelter 
strategies and also adopt, as far as is feasible, guidelines 
prepared by the Executive Director of the United Nations 
Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat); 

4. Also urges Governments to integrate fully the envi
ronmental dimension in the formulation and implementa
tion of national shelter strategies, following, for example, 
the synopsis of environmental checkpoints contained in the 
report of the Executive Director on the significance of hu
man settlements and the Global Strategy for Shelter to the 
Year 2000 to the concept of sustainable development;49 
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5. Invites Governments to make voluntary contribu- their contributions towards improving living conditions 
tions to the United Nations Habitat and Human Settlements and building new shelters and settlements, 
Foundation in order to facilitate implementation of the Recognizing that programmes such as the International 
Global Strategy; Year of Shelter for the Homeless, observed in 1987, and 

6. Urges the organizations of the United Nations sys- the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000, cw:rently 
tern, particularly the United Nations Development Pro- being implemented, provide the framework for focusmg on 
gramme, and other multilateral and bilateral agencies to the critical issue of shelter and services and have succeeded 
provide increased financial and other support to Govern- in substantially increasing awareness and in placing the 
ments for the implementation of the Plan of Action of the provision of shelter and services in the broader context of 
Global Strategy; social and economic development, 

7. Adopts the Plan of Action for 1992-1993 for the im- Noting with concern that in many developing countries 

Plementation of the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year achievements in policies, programmes and projects at the 
u · d national level in the field of human settlements have not 

200o,so and urges all Governments, appropriate mte been sufficient to arrest or reverse deterioration in the liv-
Nations organizations, and intergovernmental and non-
governmental organizations to prepare and implement their ing conditions of people in both urban and rural areas, 
specific plans of action. Recognizing moreover that past experience as well as 
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46/164. United Nations Conference on Human Settle
ments 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the recommendations adopted by Habitat: 
United Nations Conference on Human Settlements,51 

which form the basis for national action and international 
cooperation in the field of human settlements, 

Recalling also its resolution 32/162 of 19 December 
1977, by which it established the Commission on Human 
Settlements and the United Nations Centre for Human Set
tlements (Habitat) in order, inter alia, to achieve greater 
coherence and effectiveness in human settlements activi
ties within the United Nations system, 

Noting with appreciation that the Commission on Hu
man Settlements and the United Nations Centre for Human 
Settlements (Habitat), in line with the objectives and re
sponsibilities set out in resolution 32/162, have succeeded 
in placing human settlements higher on the agenda for na
tional action and international cooperation and in promot
ing increased understanding of the links between people, 
settlements, environment and development, 

Noting that the successive work programmes of the 
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) 
have addressed all the recommendations adopted by Habi
tat: United Nations Conference on Human Settlements and, 
in addition, have provided specific guidance in various 
fields of human settlements, such as shelter, urban man
agement, the role of women, training, community partici
pation, finance, building materials, environment and sus
tainable development, 

Noting in particular that, since the establishment of the 
Commission and the Centre, Governments have achieved 
substantial advances in the planning, development and 
management of human settlements, thus improving the liv
ing conditions of a large number of people, 

Noting also that bilateral and multilateral agencies and 
institutions have gradually increased their emphasis on and 
level of technical and other assistance in the field of human 
settlements, 

Noting further that non-governmental and community
based organizations and the private sector have increased 

current trends and developments and projections in human 
settlements and related fields of poverty, population, envi
ronment and development make it clear that there is a need 
for an in-depth review and assessment of the strategies that 
have been put in place, 

Convinced that proper planning, development and man
agement of human settlements will lead to economic and 
social progress and thereby alleviate poverty and promote 
development that is environmentally sound and sustainable 
in the long run, 

Also convinced that a world-wide conference with broad, 
multidisciplinary and high-level participation can provide 
a suitable forum for considering the current situation in the 
planning, development and management of human settle
ments in the context of prevailing and expected social, eco
nomic and environmental conditions, 

Considering that such a conference should, inter alia: 
(a) Review trends in policies and programmes under

taken by countries and international organizations to im
plement the recommendations adopted by Habitat: United 
Nations Conference on Human Settlements, held at Van
couver, Canada, in 1976; 

(b) Conduct a mid-term review of the implementation 
of the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000 and, if 
necessary, make recommendations which would ensure the 
realization by the year 2000 of the objectives of the Global 
Strategy; 

(c) Review and determine the substantive role and con
tribution of the human settlements sector in the light of the 
experience gained and of the results of the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development, to be held 
at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from I to 12 June 1992; 

(d) Review trends in economic and social development 
as they affect planning and development of human settle
ments and make recommendations for future action at na
tional and international levels, 

Bearing in mind its resolution 40/243 of 18 December 
1985, on the pattern of conferences, 

I. Decides to consider at its forty-seventh session the 
question of convening, possibly in 1997, a United Nations 
conference on human settlements (Habitat II) with a view 
to taking a decision at that session on the objectives, con
tent, scope and timing of such a conference and the mo
dalities and financial implications of holding it; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with 
the Executive Director of the United Nations Centre for 
Human Settlements (Habitat), to prepare a report on the 
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objectives, content and scope of such a conference and 
preparations and other modalities for the conference, and 
to include a statement on the financial implications of the 
preparations for and convening of the conference; 

3. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit the 
report to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session. 
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46/165. Science and technology for development 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 44/14 A of26 October 1989, on 

the end-of-decade review of the Vienna Programme of Ac
tion on Science and Technology for Development and its 
revitalization, 

Recalling also the Declaration on International Eco
nomic Cooperation, in particular the Revitalization of Eco
nomic Growth and Development of the Developing Coun
tries,28 and the International Development Strategy for the 
Fourth United Nations Development Decade,29 in which 
the General Assembly stressed in particular the need for 
developed countries and international organizations to sup
port the efforts of developing countries to create and de
velop endogenous capacities in the area of scientific and 
technological capability, 

Recalling that the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Development Programme, at its thirty-seventh 
session, decided that building and strengthening national 
capacity for the transfer and adaptation of technology for 
development should be one of the areas on which the 
United Nations Development Programme should focus 
attention, 52 

Taking note of the report of the Intergovernmental Com
mittee on Science and Technology for Development on its 
eleventh session,53 

Reaffirming that knowledge is the crucial determinant of 
progress and that science and technology have a critical 
role in the reactivation of development, especially in de
veloping countries, 

Conscious that new and emerging technologies, such as 
information technologies and new materials, are radically 
shifting the comparative advantages between different 
countries, thereby constituting both an opportunity and a 
challenge to policy makers and international organizations, 

Recognizing that access to and capacity to generate en
vironmentally sound technologies is essential for the full 
incorporation of environmental concerns into national de
velopment strategies, 

Recognizing that the United Nations should play a cen
tral role in the enhancement of assistance to build the en
dogenous capacity of developing countries in science and 
technology and to facilitate their access to technologies on 
favourable terms, 

Reaffirming the role of the Centre for Science and Tech
nology for Development of the Secretariat as the focal 
point, inter alia, for technological assessment within the 
United Nations system and, where possible, for relations 
with Governments and non-governmental organizations 
concerning technological assessment activity in Member 
States, 

Recognizing that the role and relevance of the United 
Nations in this critically important area needs further en
hancement and strengthening to respond more forcefully 
to the emerging needs of developing countries, 

Bearing in mind its resolution 45/264 of 13 May 1991 on 
the restructuring and revitalization of the United Nations 
in the economic, social and related fields and without 
prejudice to its implementation, 

I. Endorses resolution 1 (XI) of the Intergovernmental 
Committee on Science and Technology for Development; 54 

2. Urges that national efforts and international devel
opment cooperation, in particular through supportive fi
nancial and technical assistance from donor Governments, 
multilateral lending institutions and international agen
cies, be intensified and strengthened towards endogenous 
capacity-building in science and technology in developing 
coWltries; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General, taking into accoWlt 
the outcome of the United Nations Conference on Environ
ment and Development and on the basis of the discussion 
by the Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Tech
nology for Development of the substantive theme of its 
twelfth session, to submit to the General Assembly at its 
forty-eighth session a comprehensive, analytical report on 
ways and means of strengthening endogenous capacity
building in science and technology in the developing coun
tries; 

4. Requests the Intergovernmental Committee on Sci
ence and Technology for Development at its twelfth ses
sion, or possible successor arrangements, after reviewing 
the report of the Secretary-General on the matter, submit
ted to it in response to resolution I (XI), to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-eighth session concrete pro
posals for organizing a more effective coalition of re
sources to meet the scientific and technological needs of 
developing countries. 
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46/166. Entrepreneurship 

The General Assembly, 
Reaffirming its resolution 45/188 of21 December 1990, 

as adopted, and taking note of section IV of the report of 
the Director-General for Development and International 
Economic Cooperation on operational activities for devel
opment, 55 

Recalling its resolution 44/211 of 22 December 1989, 
Taking note of decision 91/11 of 25 June 1991 of the 

Governing Council of the United Nations Development 
Programme, 11 

1. Welcomes the activities being undertaken by various 
organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations 
system to promote entrepreneurship in economic devel
opment, and expresses its appreciation to the Director
General for Development and International Economic Co
operation for the information on those activities, as 
contained in his annual report on operational activities of 
the United Nations system;56 

2. Notes the establishment by the United Nations De
velopment Programme of a new Division for the Private 
Sector in Development and the fact that the Governing 
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Council of the Programme has already allocated some re
sources, including Special Programme Resources, for pro
moting the private sector during the fifth programming 
cycle; 

3. Recognizes the important role that technical assist
ance can play in assisting Governments to develop and re
vitalize their economies through free enterprise, competi
tive markets and entrepreneurship and by strengthening 
the efficiency of the public sector in accordance with 
their national conditions and development priorities, 
and takes account of the central funding role of the 
United Nations Development Programme in program
ming assistance to Governments in response to those 
conditions and priorities; 

4. Also recognizes the need for improved collaboration 
among relevant United Nations organs, organizations and 
bodies in order to make the best use of resources in pro
moting entrepreneurship, in particular at the country level; 

5. Requests the organs, organizations and bodies of the 
United Nations system, as appropriate, to improve further 
the efficiency of their activities for promoting entrepre
neurship, including the provision of technical assistance to 
interested countries, thereby attracting adequate resources; 

6. Also requests the organs, organizations and bodies 
of the United Nations system, as appropriate, to increase 
the effectiveness and efficiency of their activities related 
to the promotion of entrepreneurship, in particular through 
private sector development, in interested countries, by 
promoting small and medium-sized enterprises, as well 
as cooperatives, and by exploring ways and means for 
supporting the incorporation of informal sectors into the 
formal economy and the development of more efficient and 
effective public enterprises through the promotion, where ap
propriate, of market-oriented approaches to their opera
tion; 

7. Further requests the organs, organizations and bod
ies of the United Nations system, as appropriate, to 
strengthen their communication and cooperation, and in
vites the Director-General for Development and Interna
tional Economic Cooperation to give due attention to and 
focus on coordination of the activities of the United 
Nations system in support of formal and informal entrepre
neurship activities, as appropriate, in the context of its 
human resources development efforts, through the appro
priate organs, organizations and bodies of the United 
Nations system, including the Division for the Private Sec
tor in Development of the United Nations Development 
Programme; 

8. Requests the Director-General for Development and 
International Economic Cooperation to continue to in
clude, on a biennial basis, in his annual report on opera
tional activities for development, pertinent information on 
the activities being undertaken by the United Nations sys
tem to promote entrepreneurship; 

9. Recognizes the vital role of the public sector in 
creating a favourable and stable environment for the pro
motion of entrepreneurship; 

10. Calls upon the organs, organizations and bodies of 
the United Nations system, as appropriate, to promote en
trepreneurship, when requested, by supporting the national 
efforts of countries and the measures they may adopt 
through market-oriented approaches to further the devel
opment of entrepreneurship and to help overcome the con
straints they may face in this regard; 

11. Requests the Secretary-General to make qualitative 
improvements in research activities on entrepreneur
ship, particularly in small and medium-sized enterprises 
and cooperatives, in promoting economic growth, and 
to include relevant findings in the World Economic 
Survey; 

12. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to 
the General Assembly at its forty-eighth session, on the ba
sis of consultations with Member States and appropriate 
international organizations, recommendations for action 
by the United Nations system in support of entre
preneurship, in particular through private sector devel
opment, in interested countries, taking into account the 
role of women in entrepreneurship, the environmental 
aspects of private sector activities and the impact of the 
international economic environment on efforts to promote 
entrepreneurship. 
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46/167. Women, environment, population and sus
tainable development 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the 

Advancement of Women,2 which made specific reference 
to the linkages between women, natural resources and en
vironment, 

Recalling also its resolution 44/171 of 19 December 
1989, on the integration of women in development, 

Taking note of decision 3/5, entitled "Women in en
vironment and development", adopted on 4 September 
1991 by the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development at its third 
session,42 and emphasizing the need for its implementation, 

Recognizing the critical role that women play, both in 
the informal and the formal sectors, in primary environ
mental care and population programmes and in achieving 
sustainable development, 

Taking note of the important recommendations of the 
symposium entitled "Women and Children First", organ
ized by the secretariat of the United Nations Conference 
on Environment and Development at Geneva from 27 to 
30 May 1991, 

I. Requests the Commission on the Status of Women 
to make the relevant parts of the report on its thirty-sixth 
session, to be held in 1992, available to the fourth session 
of the Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Con
ference on Environment and Development; 

2. Calls upon relevant organs, organizations and bod
ies of the United Nations system to coordinate and 
strengthen their efforts to contribute substantially to data 
collection and capacity-building in the field of women, en
vironment, population activities and sustainable develop
ment; 

3. Urges the organs, organizations and bodies of the 
United Nations system, in their operational activities, to 
ensure the integration of women as active participants at 
all levels in the planning and implementation of pro
grammes for sustainable development; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to include in the re
port on effective mobilization and integration of women in 
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development. to be submitted to the General Assembly ~t 
its forty-eighth session, a section on the role of women m 
environment and sustainable development. 
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46/168. United Nations Conference on Environment 
and Development 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 45/211 of21 December 1990, on 
the United Nations Conference on Environment and De
velopment, 

Having considered the reports of the Preparat~ry Com
mittee for the United Nations Conference on Envtronment 
and Development on its second57 and third sessions, 58 held 
at Geneva from 18 March to 5 April and from 12 August 
to 4 September 1991, respectively, 

I. Reaffirms its resolution 44/228 of 22 ~ecember 
1989, on the United Nations Conference on Environment 
and Development, and calls for its full implementation; 

2. Reiterates the fundamental interrelationship be
tween environment and development, stresses the need to 
integrate fully and keep the b~an~ betwee? the devel~p
mental and environmental dimensiOns dunng the entrre 
preparatory process and during the Conference, and ~er 
stresses the importance of the need for cross-sectoral1ssues 
to be fully integrated into that work; 

3. Decides that the fourth session of the Preparatory 
Committee for the United Nations Conference on Environ
ment and Development should be held in New York from 
2 March to 3 April 1992; 

4. Stresses the importance of the regional meetings 
held within the framework of preparations for the Confer
ence, and, in this regard, calls upon the Preparatory Com
mittee at its fourth session to continue to give due attention 
to the recommendations of all regional meetings, including 
those held recently; 

5. Urges once again that representation at the Confer
ence be at the level of head of State or Government; 

6. Takes note of the reports of the Preparatory Com
mittee on its second and third sessions and endorses the 
decisions contained therein; 

7. Endorses section B of Preparatory Committee deci
sion 3/11 of 4 September 1991 ,42 in which the Preparatory 
Committee recommended to the General Assembly that 
pre-session consultations on the Conference be held at Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil, on 29 and 30 May 1992, and section C 
of that decision,42 on participation in the Conference; 

8. Also endorses Preparatory Committee decision 3/12 
of 4 September 1991,42 on participation in the Conference, 
stresses the importance of the participation of developing 
countries in the preparatory process and in the Conference, 
and requests the Preparatory Committee at its fourth ses
sion to review relevant parts of the annex to section E of 
its decision 3/11,42 with a view to ensuring adequate and 
full participation of developing countries in the Conference 
and in its subsidiary bodies; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to invite the follow
ing to the Conference: 

(a) All States Members of the United Nations or mem
bers of the specialized agencies and the International 
Atomic Energy Agency; 

(b) Representatives of organizations that have recei~~ 
a standing invitation from the General Assembly to partiCI
pate, in the capacity of observers, in the sessions ~d work 
of all international conferences convened under 1ts aus
pices; such representatives would participate in the Con
ference in that capacity, in accordance with General As
sembly resolutions 3237 (XXIX) of 22 November 1974 
and 43/177 of 15 December 1988; 

(c) Representatives of the national liberation move
ments recognized by the Organization of African Unity in 
its region; such representatives would participate in the 
Conference in the capacity of observers, in accordance 
with General Assembly resolution 3280 (XXIX) of 10 De
cember 1974; 

(d) All executive heads of specialized agencies and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency, as well as other or
gans, organizations and programmes of the United Nations 
system; 

(e) All intergovernmental organizations that have been 
invited to participate in the work of the Preparatory Com
mittee; 

(/) All non-governmental organizations accre~ited to 
participate in the work of the Pr~paratory Colllln!tte~ by 
the conclusion of its fourth sess10n; those orgaruzat10ns 
should receive invitations to participate as observers at the 
Conference; 

10. Expresses its appreciation to the Governments and 
others that have contributed to the Voluntary Fund for the 
United Nations Conference on Environment and Develop
ment for the preparatory process; 

11. Decides to extend the validity and use of the Vol
untary Fund established by its resolution 44/228 of 22 De
cember 1989 in order to assist developing countries in par
ticipating fully and effectively in the Conference, requests 
the Secretary-General to mobilize the necessary resources 
to ensure the full participation of developing countries, in 
particular the least developed countries, in the Conference 
and its subsidiary organs, and urges Government.;; to con
tribute urgently and generously to the Voluntary Fund in 
order to achieve that goal; 

12. Also decides to include in the provisional agenda 
of its forty-seventh session an item entitled "Report of the 
United Nations Conference on Environment and Develop
ment", and, in this regard, requests the Secretary-General 
to submit to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh ses
sion the report on the Conference. 
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46/169. Protection of global climate for present and 
future generations of mankind 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 43/53 of 6 December 1988 and 
44/207 of 22 December 1989, in which it recognized cli
mate change as a common concern of mankind, and reso
lution 45/212 of 21 December 1990, by which it estab
lished a single intergovernmental negotiating process tor 
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the preparation of a framework convention on climate 
change, 

Reiterating the objective that an effective framework 
convention, containing appropriate commitments, and any 
related legal instruments as might be agreed upon should 
be completed prior to the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development and opened for signature 
during the Conference in June 1992, 

Taking note of the relevant decisions adopted in 1991 by 
the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Programme, the eleventh session of the World Mete
orological Congress, the Preparatory Committee for the 
United Nations Conference on Environment and Develop
ment and other intergovernmental bodies, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General, 59 

on the progress of the negotiations for a framework con
vention on climate change, 

l. Notes with appreciation the work of the Intergov
ernmental Negotiating Committee for a Framework Con
vention on Climate Change at its first, second and third 
sessions;60 

2. Urges the Intergovernmental Negotiating Commit
tee to expedite and successfully complete the negotiations 
as soon as possible and to adopt the framework convention 
on climate change, containing appropriate commitments 
and any related legal instruments as may be agreed upon, 
in time for it to be opened for signature during the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Development; 

3. Decides that the Intergovernmental Negotiating 
Committee should hold its fifth session in New York from 
18 to 28 February 1992, with the possibility of holding a 
short resumed session in New York in April 1992 unless 
the Committee decides otherwise at its fifth session; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to make appropriate 
arrangements for the work of the Intergovernmental Nego
tiating Committee and its ad hoc secretariat for the rest of 
1992 in the light of the consideration by the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development of the report 
of the Chairman of the Intergovernmental Negotiating 
Committee on possible future steps in the field of climate 
change; 

5. Also notes with appreciation the contributions made 
to the special voluntary fund, established in accordance 
with paragraph 10 of its resolution 45/212 to ensure that 
developing countries, in particular the least developed 
among them, as well as small island developing countries, 
are able to participate fully and effectively in the negotiat
ing process, and invites present and potential contributors 
to provide the additional and timely funding needed to en
sure adequate support for the participation of developing 
countries in the negotiating process in 1992; 

6. Further notes with appreciation the initial contribu
tions !'lade .to the trust fund for the negotiating process, 
estabhshed m accordance with paragraph 20 of its resolu
tion 45/212, and invites present and new contributors to 
provide additional funding in 1992; 

7. Notes the arrangements made by the Secretary
General, as well as the welcome support provided by the 
United Nations Environment Programme, the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development and the 
World Meteorological Organization and by Govern
ments, for the operation of the ad hoc secretariat of the 
Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee during 1991; 

8. Reiterates its request to the Chairman of the Inter
governmental Negotiating Committee, on behalf of the 
Committee, to submit a report to the United Nations Con
ference on Environment and Development in 1992 on the 
outcome of the negotiations, as well as on possible future 
steps in the field of climate change; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General, in the light of the 
outcome of the negotiations on the framework convention 
on climate change and the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development, to report to the General 
Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the implementa
tion of the present resolution and on possible future re
quirements in relation to climate change; 

10. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled .. Protection of global 
climate for present and future generations of mankind". 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 

46/170. Special Plan of Economic Cooperation for 
Central America 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 42/1 of 7 October 1987, 43/24 

of 15 November 1988,44110 of23 October 1989 and 45/15 
of 20 November 1990, 

Recalling in particular its resolutions 42/204 of 11 De
cember 1987, 42/231 of 12 May 1988, 43/210 of 20 De
cember 1988, 44/182 of 19 December 1989 and 45/231 of 
21 December 1990, 

Recalling the importance of the efforts made by the 
Secretary-General with respect to the situation in Central 
America and the continuous involvement of the United 
Nations in economic cooperation in the region, 

Particularly interested in continuing to address the 
emergency situation in Central America, and alarmed at the 
gravity of the economic and social crisis that continues to 
affect the region, 

Recognizing the work being done by the United Nations 
:£?evelopment Programme in discharging the responsibili
ties entrusted to it for the coordination of the Special Plan 
of Economic Cooperation for Central America,61 

Recogni~ing that. the Republic of Panama has partici
pated contmuously m all of the intraregional coordination 
and decision-making mechanisms of the Special Plan of 
Economic Cooperation for Central America and that the 
Central American Presidents, in the Declaration of San Sal
vador of 17 July 1991,62 welcomed the decision by the 
Government of Panama to participate fully and actively in 
the process of integration in Central America, 

Reaffirming its conviction that peace, development and 
democracy are inseparable, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
the Special Plan of Economic Cooperation for Central 
America,63 describing the status of implementation of the 
Special Plan; 

2. Decides to approve the inclusion of the Republic of 
Panama as a full and formal participant in the Special Plan; 

3. Welcomes decision 91/3 adopted by the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Development Programme 
on 22 February 1991,11 and Council decision 91/54 of 
20 September 1991,64 earmarking 20 million United States 
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dollars from Special Programme Resources for the Special 
Plan during the fifth programming cycle; 

4. Again urges all States, intergovernmental organiza
tions, international financial institutions, the organs and 
specialized agencies of the United Nations system and 
regional and subregional organs and institutions to 
continue participating actively in and to take steps for 
the implementation of activities in support of the goals 
and objectives of the Special Plan, bearing in mind the 
difficult socio-economic situation facing the Central 
American countries, and to support projects presented by 
those countries under the mechanisms of the Special 
Plan; 

5. Stresses the urgent need for the international com
munity to increase its technical assistance to the Central 
American countries and to provide them with adequate ad
ditional financial resources on soft and favourable terms, 
with a view to effectively promoting the development and 
economic growth of the region; 

6. Welcomes the Joint Political Declaration and the 
Joint Economic Communique issued by the Ministerial 
Conference on Political Dialogue and Economic Coopera
tion between the member States of the European Commu
nity and the Central American countries, including Pan
ama, and the member States of the group of cooperating 
countries (Colombia, Mexico and Venezuela), held at Ma
nagua on 18 and 19 March 1991 , in which they reafftrmed 
their commitment to continue to participate in the revitali
zation and economic and social development of the re
gion; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-eighth session a report 
on the progress made in the implementation of the Special 
Plan; 

8. Decides to examine and evaluate its implementation 
of the Special Plan at its forty-eighth session. 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 

46/171. Special economic assistance to Chad 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 45/223 of 21 December 1990 
and its previous resolutions on assistance in the reconstruc
tion, rehabilitation and development of Chad and on spe
cial economic assistance to that country, 

Recalling the round table on assistance to Chad con
vened by the United Nations Development Programme at 
Geneva on 4 and 5 December 1985 in accordance with the 
arrangements agreed upon at the International Conference 
on Assistance to Chad, held in November 1982, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 
on special economic assistance to Chad,6s which deals, 
inter alia, with the status of assistance provided for the 
rehabilitation and reconstruction of the country and the 
progress made in organizing and executing the programme 
of assistance for that country, 

Considering that the effects of war and recent natural 
calamities and disasters are compromising all the recon
struction and development efforts of the Government of 
Chad, 

Noting with satisfaction that the third Round-table Con
ference of Donors to Chad, convened by the Government 
of Chad in cooperation with the United Nations Develop
ment Programme, was held at Geneva on 19 and 20 June 
1990 and that a development orientation plan was submit
ted to donors on that occasion by the Government of 
Chad, 

Recalling the Paris Declaration and the Programme 
of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the 
1990s, adopted by the Second United Nations Confer
ence on the Least Developed Countries on 14 September 
1990,6 and the mutual commitments entered into on that 
occasion, 

Also noting with satisfaction that the round table on 
education, training and employment was convened by 
the Government of Chad, in cooperation with the 
United Nations Development Programme, in November 
1990, 

Noting that sectoral round tables on technical coopera
tion, promotion of the private sector, health and social af
fairs, environment and desertification control, urban devel
opment and the advancement of women will be organized 
in 1992 by the Government of Chad in cooperation with 
the United Nations Development Programme, 

Noting also that an emergency plan on the restructuring 
of the army and the administration and the return offormer 
military personnel to productive life was submitted to a 
conference of friends of Chad held in Paris in 1991, 

1. Expresses its gratitude to the States and organiza
tions that have responded and are continuing to respond 
favourably to the appeals of the Government of Chad 
and of the Secretary-General by furnishing assistance to 
Chad; 

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General 
for his efforts to make the international community aware 
of the difficulties of Chad and to mobilize assistance for 
that country; 

3. Renews the request made to all States and competent 
United Nations organizations and programmes, as well as 
international economic and financial institutions, to con
tinue to contribute to the rehabilitation and development of 
Chad; 

4. Expresses the wish that future round tables on Chad 
will be organized within the framework of the intensified 
follow-up decided on at the Second United Nations Con
ference on the Least Developed Countries; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to as
sess, in close collaboration with the humanitarian agencies 
concerned, the humanitarian needs, particularly in the 
areas of health and food, of the displaced populations; 

6. Invites all States and competent United Nations or
ganizations and programmes which participated actively in 
the conference of friends of Chad, held in Paris in 1991, 
to participate in the different round tables to be held in 
N'Djamena in 1992; 

7. Calls upon the Secretary-General to keep the situ
ation in Chad under review and to report thereon to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session. 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 
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46/172. Special assistance to the front-line States 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 45/224 of 21 December 1990, 
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 

on special assistance to front-line States and other border
ing States,66 

Reaffirming the provisions of the Declaration on Ap~
heid and its Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa, 
contained in the annex to its resolution S-1611 of 14 De
cember 1989, in particular paragraph 9 (e) thereof, in 
which the States Members of the United Nations decided 
to render all possible assistance to the front-line and neigh
bouring States to enable them to rebuild their economies, 
which have been adversely affected by South Africa's past 
acts of aggression and destabilization, 

Aware that the existence of the apartheid system in 
South Africa has aggravated economic and social problems 
confronting the front-line States and other neighbouring 
States, 

Recognizing the positive developments in South Africa, 
including prospects for the start of negotiations on a non
racial, democratic constitution, 

Conscious of the urgent need and responsibility of the 
international community to address the problems affecting 
the region, 

Mindful of Security Council resolutions 568 (1985) of 
21 June 1985, 571 (1985) of 20 September 1985 and 581 
(1986) of 13 February 1986, in which the Council, inter 
alia, requested the international community to render as
sistance to the front-line States and other neighbouring 
States, 

I. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General 
for his efforts regarding assistance to the front-line States 
and other neighbouring States; 

2. Notes with appreciation the assistance being ren
dered to the front-line States by donor countries and inter
governmental and non-governmental organizations; 

3. Expresses its deep concern about the continuing ad
verse effects of past acts of aggression and destabilization; 

4. Strongly urges the international commtmity to con
tinue to provide in a timely and effective manner the finan
cial, material and technical assistance necessary to enhance 
the individual and collective capacity of the front-line 
States and other neighbouring States to cope with those ef
fects; 

5. Welcomes the signing in South Africa on 14 Septem
ber 1991 of the National Peace Accord, the effective im
plementation of which would strengthen prospects for 
peace in South Africa; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General and organizations 
and bodies of the United Nations system to respond to 
such requests for assistance as might be forthcoming from 
individual States or the appropriate subregional organiza
tions, and urges all States and intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations to respond favourably to such 
requests; 

7. Appeals to all States and appropriate intergovern
mental and non-governmental organizations to support the 
national and collective emergency programmes prepared 
by the front-line States and other neighbouring States to 
overcome their critical humanitarian problems, taking into 

account the special circumstances of the most affected 
countries; 

8. Appeals to the international community to extend 
appropriate assistance to the front-line States and other 
neighbouring States to enable them to advance the process 
of regional economic integration, including the eventual 
participation of a non-racial, democratic South Africa; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the progress 
made in the implementation of the present resolution. 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 

46/173. Assistance for the reconstruction and devel
opment of Lebanon 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 45/225 of 21 December 1990 
and its previous resolutions on assistance for the recon
struction and development of Lebanon, as well as Eco
nomic and Social Council resolution 1991/61 of 26 July 
1991 and other relevant resolutions and decisions pre
viously adopted by the Council, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General67 and 
of the statement made before the Second Committee of 
the General Assembly on 31 October 1991 by the Under
Secretary-General for Political and General Assembly 
Affairs and Secretariat Services, in his capacity as coordi
nator of system-wide assistance to Lebanon,68 

Acknowledging the efforts of the international commu
nity, and in particular those of the Arab Tripartite Commit
tee on Lebanon and of Mr. Bettino Craxi in his capacity as 
Special Adviser to the Secretary-General, towards the re
construction and development of Lebanon, 

Noting with deep concern the grave economic situation 
in Lebanon caused by the tragic events of the last sixteen 
years and, in particular, the severe destruction of its infra
structure and the near collapse of basic services, 

Reaffirming the urgent need to initiate international ac
tion to assist the Government of Lebanon in rebuilding the 
country and restoring its human and technical capacities, 

I. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General 
for his report and for his efforts to mobilize assistance to 
Lebanon; 

2. Commends the Under-Secretary-General for Politi
cal and General Assembly Affairs and Secretariat Services 
for his coordination of system-wide assistance to Leba
non; 

3. Calls upon Member States and international and re
gional organizations to provide fmancial and technical assist
ance to Lebanon and to give it priority in their programmes 
of assistance for reconstruction whenever possible; 

4. Calls upon all organizations and programmes of the 
United Nations system to expand their assistance in re
sponse to the pressing needs of Lebanon and to take the 
necessary steps to ensure that their offices in Beirut are 
adequately staffed at the senior level; 

5. Invites the Secretary-General: 
(a) To intensify his efforts to mobilize all possible as

sistance to Lebanon; 
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(b) To consider favourably the nomination of a resi
dent coordinator in Beirut to coordinate all United Nations 
programmes of assistance for the reconstruction and devel
opment of Lebanon; 

(c) To report to the General Assembly at its forty
seventh session on the progress made in the implementa
tion of the present resolution. 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 

46/174. Special assistance to Yemen 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 45/193 and 45/222 of 21 De

cember 1990, and taking note of Economic and Social 
Council resolution 1991/62 of 26 July 1991 and of deci
sions 91/19 and 91/20 of 25 June 1991 of the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Development Programme, 11 

Noting the return of approximately one million Yemeni 
expatriates to their country as the result of the situation be
tween Iraq and Kuwait, in addition to the flows of tens of 
thousands of refugees and returnees from the Hom of Af
rica because of the recent developments in that region, 

Deeply concerned about the grave economic and social 
consequences of the considerable flows of returnees taking 
place at a time when Yemen is afflicted by severe eco
nomic crises, 

I. Calls upon States, United Nations organizations, gov
ernmental organizations, international non-governmental 
organizations and fmancial institutions to extend special 
assistance to Yemen to enable that country to deal with the 
effects of the flows of refugees and returnees; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to assist in mobiliz
ing resources and to prepare a comprehensive programme 
to assist Yemen in finding a solution to the serious situ
ation created by the flows of refugees and returnees; 

3. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session a report on 
the implementation of the present resolution. 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 

46/175. Assistance for the reconstruction and devel
opment of Djibouti 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 45/228 of 21 December 1990 
and its previous resolutions on economic assistance to Dji
bouti, 

Recalling also the Paris Declaration and the Programme 
of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the 1990s, 
adopted by the Second United Nations Conference on the 
Least Developed Countries on 14 September 1990,6 as well 
as the mutual commitments undertaken on that occasion 
and the importance to be attached to the follow-up to that 
Conference, 

Deeply concerned about the extensive damage and dev
astation in Djibouti caused by the unprecedented torrential 
rains and floods in April 1989, 

Noting with concern the destruction of thousands of 
dwellings, particularly in working-class areas, and the 
damage to major sectors of the national infrastructure, par
ticularly the road network, the water supply, health centres 
and hospitals, educational establishments and other public 
services, 

Considering the severe damage to the scarce agricultural 
resources of Djibouti, including the destruction of its live
stock, 

Noting that the economic and social development efforts 
of Djibouti, which is included in the list ofleast developed 
countries, are thwarted by the negative effects of the tor
rential rains and floods that periodically devastate that 
vulnerable country, and that the implementation of re
construction and development programmes requires the de
ployment of considerable resources, which exceed the real 
capacities of the country, 

Noting also that the harsh climate and the chronic dry
ness preclude any agricultural activity of scale and that the 
persistent effects of a cyclical drought have devastating 
consequences for the already precarious economic and so
cial development of Djibouti, 

Noting with concern that the situation in Djibouti has 
been adversely affected by recent events in the Hom of Af
rica, and noting the recent influx of over 95,000 persons 
displaced from their countries, which has placed serious 
strains on the fragile economic, social and administrative 
infrastructure of the country, 

Noting the extremely critical economic situation of Dji
bouti resulting from its geographical location and from the 
number of priority development projects that have been 
suspended in the light of the new critical international situ
ation, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,65 

Noting with gratitude the support provided to emer
gency relief operations during the floods in 1989 by vari
ous countries and intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations, 

I. Declares its solidarity with the Government and 
people of Djibouti in the face of the devastating conse
quences of the torrential rains and floods and the new eco
nomic realities of Djibouti resulting in particular from the 
new critical situation in the Hom of Africa; 

2. Endorses the evaluations and the recommendations 
of the various missions dispatched to Djibouti, which are 
taken into account in the report of the Secretary-General;65 

3. Calls anew upon the Secretary-General, in coopera
tion with the relevant organs and organizations of the 
United Nations system and in close collaboration with the 
governmental authorities, to carry out a re-evaluation of 
the requirements of Djibouti, in the light of its new and 
pressing needs, with a view to drawing up not only an ur
gent programme of rehabilitation and reconstruction, but 
also a sustained and adequate long-term development pro
gramme; 

4. Calls upon all States, all regional and interregional 
organizations, non-governmental organizations and other 
intergovernmental agencies, in particular the United Nations 
Development Programme, the United Nations Children's 
Fund, the World Food Programme, the United Nations In
dustrial Development Organization, the Food and Agricul
ture Organization of the United Nations, the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development and the World Bank, 
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to provide Djibouti with substantial and appropriate assist
gance, on both a bilateral and a multilateral basis, to enable 
it to cope with its special economic difficulties; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his ef
forts to mobilize the resources necessary for an effective 
programme of fmancial, technical and material assistance 
to Djibouti; 

6. Also requests the Secretary-General to prepare a 
study of the economic situation of Djibouti and of the pro
gress made in the organization and implementation of the 
new special programme of economic assistance for that 
country, in time for the question to be considered by the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session. 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 

46/176. Emergency assistance for humanitarian relief 
and the economic and social rehabilitation of 
Somalia 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 43/206 of 20 December 1988, 

44/178 of 19 December 1989 and 45/229 of21 December 
1990 and the resolutions and decisions of the Economic 
and Social Council on emergency assistance to Somalia, 

Recalling also the appeal for urgent humanitarian assist
ance for Somalia and other countries in Africa made by the 
Secretary-General at the twenty-seventh ordinary session 
of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the 
Organization of African Unity, held at Abuja, Nigeria, 
from 3 to 5 June 1991, 

Noting with satisfaction the measures taken by the 
Secretary-General to mobilize international assistance to 
Somalia, 

Deeply concerned at the massive displacement of the 
population in the affected regions of Somalia, the extensive 
damage and destruction of villages, towns and cities, the 
heavy damage inflicted by the civil conflict on the infra
structure of the country and the widespread disruption of 
public facilities and services, 

Stressing the critical need to bring the civil war to an 
end expeditiously and as soon as possible through the in
volvement of all parties, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
emergency assistance to Somalia69 and of the statement on 
the Special Emergency Programme for the Hom of Africa 
made before the Second Committee of the General Assem
bly on 31 October 1991 by the Under-Secretary-General 
for Special Political Questions, Regional Cooperation, De
colonization and Trusteeship,68 

Deeply appreciative of the humanitarian assistance ren
dered by a number of Member States to alleviate the hard
ship and suffering of the affected population, 

Noting that many areas and regions are safe and acces
sible enough to allow immediate and urgent humanitarian 
assistance to be provided to all of the affected population, 

Noting with great satisfaction the humanitarian efforts 
being deployed by the various entities of the United 
Nations system and by national and international non
governmental organizations, 

l. Expresses its gratitude to the Member States and the 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations 

that have responded to the appeals of the Secretary-General 
and others by extending emergency assistance to Somalia; 

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General 
for the measures taken to mobilize emergency assistance 
to the affected population in Somalia; 

3. Appeals to all States and relevant intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organizations to continue to extend 
emergency assistance to Somalia, taking into account the 
statement on the Special Emergency Programme for the 
Hom of Africa made before the Second Committee of 
the General Assembly on 31 October 1991 by the Under
Secretary-General for Special Political Questions, Re
gional Cooperation, Decolonization and Trusteeship;68 

4. Urges the concerned specialized agencies and other 
organizations of the United Nations system, in particular 
the United Nations Development Programme, the Office of 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the 
United Nations Children's Fund, the World Health Organi
zation, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, the World Food Programme, the United 
Nations Centre for Human Settlements and the United 
Nations Environment Programme, to resume on the most 
urgent basis their assistance programmes in their respec
tive fields of competence in order to alleviate the suffering 
of all the affected population in accessible areas; 

5. Appeals to all parties concerned to terminate hostili
ties and to engage in a national reconciliation process 
which will lead to the re-establishment of peace, order and 
stability and also facilitate the relief and rehabilitation ef
forts; 

6. Calls upon the Secretary-General to continue to 
mobilize international humanitarian assistance for So
malia: 

7. Requests the Secretary-General, in view of the 
critical situation prevailing in Somalia, to take all nec
essary measures for the implementation of the present 
resolution, to apprise the Economic and Social Council at 
its regular session of 1992 of the progress made and to 
report thereon to the General Assembly at its forty
seventh session. 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 

46/177. Emergency assistance to the Philippines 

The General Assembly, 
Noting with concern the great loss of life and property 

caused by the most recent disasters in the Philippines, 
namely, an earthquake, a volcanic eruption, typhoons, 
floods and a massive mudflow, 

Taking note of decision 91/22 of 25 June 1991 of the 
Governing Council of the United Nations Development 
Programme, on emergency aid to the Philippines, 11 

Acknowledging that the earnest efforts made by the Gov
ernment of the Philippines to achieve economic growth and 
development have been hampered by those calamities, 

1. Commends the organs and organizations of the 
United Nations system for their prompt action in giving 
emergency assistance to the Philippines; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General, within his mandate, 
to further assist the rehabilitation efforts of the Philippines 
to the maximum extent possible; 
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3. Requests all States and international organizations 
to extend further support to the Philippines in ways that 
would alleviate, for the duration of the emergency and the 
ensuing rehabilitation process, the economic and financial 
burden borne by the Philippine people. 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 

46/178. Emergency assistance to the Sudan and Op
eration Lifeline Sudan 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 43/8 of 18 October 1988, 43/52 

of 6 December 1988, 44/12 of 24 October 1989 and 45/226 
of 21 December 1990, on assistance to the Sudan, 

Noting with deep concern the continuing negative im
pact of persistent natural disasters and armed conflict in 
the Sudan, which have resulted in the destruction of the 
socio-economic infrastructure of that country and in large 
numbers of displaced persons, as well as the serious con
sequences of the most recent drought, namely, crop failures 
and food shortages, 

Recognizing that the Sudan continues to require, as a 
complement to its own efforts, strong and continued inter
national solidarity and humanitarian support to meet the 
urgent requirements for relief, rehabilitation and recon
struction, 

Noting that the food and non-food requirements of emer
gency assistance to the Sudan are spelt out in the Consoli
dated Inter-Agency Appeal for the Special Emergency Pro
gramme for the Hom of Africa, issued in September 1991, 

I. Recognizes the importance of assuring safe access 
for personnel providing relief assistance to all those in 
need; 

2. Expresses its deep gratitude and appreciation to the 
States and intergovernmental and non-governmental or
ganizations that are providing assistance to the Govern
ment and the people of the Sudan in their relief, rehabili
tation and reconstruction efforts in the context of the Sudan 
Emergency Operation and Operation Lifeline Sudan; 

3. Expresses its full appreciation to the Secretary
General and the organizations of the United Nations sys
tem for the successful coordination of and effective re
source mobilization and support for the Sudan Emergency 
Operation and Operation Lifeline Sudan; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General, in close coopera
tion with the Government of the Sudan, to continue to co
ordinate the efforts of the United Nations system to help 
the Sudan in its emergency, rehabilitation and reconstruc
tion programmes, to mobilize resources for the implemen
tation of those programmes and to keep the international 
community informed of the needs of that country; 

5. Calls upon the international community to contrib
ute generously to the relief and rehabilitation requirements 
of displaced persons; 

6. Also calls upon the international community to re
spond generously to the appeal made in the Consolidated 
Inter-Agency Appeal for the Special Emergency Pro
gramme for the Hom of Africa; 

7. Urges all parties involved to offer all feasible assist
ance, including facilitating the movement of relief sup-

plies and personnel, to guarantee maximum success of 
the Sudan Emergency Operation in all parts of the country; 

8. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the 
Secretary-General on emergency assistance to the Sudan 
and Operation Lifeline Sudan/0 and requests him to con
tinue to assess the progress of the evolving emergency situ
ation and to report to the General Assembly at its forty
seventh session on, and to apprise the Economic and Social 
Council of, all matters connected with the implementation 
of emergency and relief operations in the Sudan, and to 
offer briefmgs in the appropriate forums during the inter
vening period. 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 

46/179. Emergency assistance to Yemen 

The General Assembly, 
Concerned that Yemen was struck by an earthquake on 

22 November 1991, followed by a cyclone on 25 Novem
ber 1991, 

Expressing grave anxiety at the serious consequences of 
these natural disasters and, above all, the plight of thou
sands of persons and the damage caused to a great number 
of buildings and facilities, in addition to other material 
damage, 

Appreciating the efforts undertaken at the national level, 
Calls upon Member States, the organizations of the 

United Nations system and intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations to extend emergency assist
ance to Yemen to enable it to deal with these disasters. 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 

46/180. United Nations Institute for Training and 
Research 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 41/172 of 5 December 1986, 
42/197 of I I December 1987, 43/201 of 20 December 
1988,44/175 of 19 December 1989 and 45/219 of21 De
cember 1990, 

Having considered the reports of the Secretary-General, 71 

the high-level independent consultant,72 the Board of Trus
tees of the United Nations Institute for Training and Re
search73 and the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions/4 and taking into account the 
statements made before the Second Committee of the Gen
eral Assembly on this issue,'s 

Recognizing the continuing importance and relevance of 
the interdisciplinary training functions within the United 
Nations system, 

Noting that the continuing Jack of a sufficiently broad 
base of countries providing financial support to the Insti
tute leaves the General Fund of the United Nations Institute 
for Training and Research without the level of resources 
required to maintain a minimum training programme and 
institutional structure, 

Deeply concerned that it has not been possible to sell the 
headquarters property of the Institute, 
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I. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the 
high-level independent consultant appointed by the Secre
tary-General,72 the comments thereon contained in there
port of the Secretary-General71 and the report of the Advi
sory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions;74 

2. Decides that the following interim measures should 
be taken pending consideration of the recommendations of 
the Secretary-General to be contained in the report re
quested in paragraph 5 below: 

(a) The United Nations Institute for Training andRe
search should focus on providing training programmes and 
research activities related to training; 

(b) The Secretary-General should consider taking ap
propriate measures related to the post of Director, taking 
into account the relevant recommendations of the high
level consultant; 

(c) The Secretary-General is authorized to take the 
necessary steps with regard to the disposition of the head
quarters building of the Institute, including its effective 
utilization or sale; 

3. Requests that the budgetary proposals of the Insti
tute continue to be submitted to the Advisory Committee 
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions for review and 
comment prior to approval by the Board of Trustees of the 
Institute; 

4. Reaffirms that the activities of the Institute that are 
not funded from the General Fund of the United Nations 
Institute for Training and Research shall continue to be 
funded through voluntary contributions mobilized as spe
cial-purpose grants from Governments, intergovernmental 
organizations, foundations and other non-governmental 
sources; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General, on the basis of the 
recommendations of the high-level consultant and the com
ments made thereon before the Second Committee of the 
General Assembly,7s and in close consultation with the ap
propriate United Nations bodies, intergovernmental com
mittees and offices of the Secretariat and in collaboration 
with the Board of Trustees of the Institute, as well as con
sultations with interested Governments, to prepare a report 
for submission to the General Assembly at its forty
seventh session, which would, inter alia: 

(a) Contain an analysis of the terms of reference, pro
grammes and budgets and fmancing of all research and! or 
training institutes with aims similar to those of the Insti
tute; 

(b) Indicate the extent to which a system-wide ration
alization of research and training can be effected and a con
sequent role for the Institute defmed; 

(c) Contain an analysis of the various options for the 
location of the Institute; 

(d) Provide further analysis and information on the 
feasibility of utilizing the Institute for training in peace
keeping operations, taking note of the pilot programmes of 
the Institute; 

(e) Indicate the results of such consultations as may be 
held with the Rector of the United Nations University on 
the proposals of the high-level consultant to associate the 
Institute with the University; 

(f) Propose ways and means to resolve the outstanding 
debt of the Institute to the United Nations; 

The report of the Secretary-General should conclude with 
a set of specific proposals on the future of the Institute, 
including its future fmancing, and the number and level of 
staff; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General and the Institute to 
consider, in consultation with the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions, financial 
mechanisms in order to finance the General Fund of the 
Institute; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to submit the report 
requested in paragraphs 5 and 6 above and recommenda
tions on the implementation of the present resolution in 
good time for action by the General Assembly at its forty
seventh session. 

78th plenary meeting 
19 December 1991 

46/199. Adverse economic effects of Israeli settle
ments in the occupied Palestinian territory, 
including Jerusalem, and other Arab territo
ries occupied since 1967 

The General Assembly, 
Guided by the principles of the Charter of the United 

Nations and affirming the inadmissibility of the acquisition 
of territory by force and Security Council resolutions 242 
( 1967) of 22 November 1967 and 497 (1981) of 17 Decem
ber 1981, 

Recalling Security Council resolution 465 (1980) of 
1 March 1980, General Assembly resolution 45174 of 
II December 1990 and other resolutions affmning the ap
plicability of the Geneva Convention relative to the Pro
tection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 
1949,76 to the occupied Palestinian territory, including 
Jerusalem, and other Arab territories occupied by Israel 
since 1967, 

bxpressing its concern at the ongoing establishment by 
Israel, the occupying Power, of settlements in the occupied 
Palestinian territory and other Arab territories occupied 
since 1967, and the settlement of new immigrants therein, 

I. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;" 
2. Deplores the establishment of settlements by Israel 

in the Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, and the 
other Arab territories occupied since 1967, and regards 
those practices as unlawful and therefore without any legal 
effect; 

3. Recognizes that the continuing establishment of set
tlements and their ongoing enlargement in the Palestinian 
territory and the other Arab territories occupied by Israel 
since 1967 and the settlement ofnew immigrants have ad
verse consequences for the economic and social develop
ment of the Arab population of those territories; 

4. Strongly deplores Israel's practices in the occupied 
Palestinian territory and other Arab territories occupied 
since 1967, in particular its extensive confiscation of land, 
its diversion of water resources, its depletion of the natural 
and economic resources of the occupied territories and its 
displacement and deportation of the population of those 
territories; 

5. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the Palestinian 
people and the population of the Syrian Golan to their natu-
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ral and economic resources, and regards any infringement 
thereof as being without any legal validity; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session, through the 
Economic and Social Council, a report on the economic 
and social consequences of the establishment of settle
ments by Israel in the Palestinian territory, including Jeru
salem, and the Syrian Golan. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 Decembpr 1991 

46/200. Target for World Food Programme pledges 
for the period 1993-1994 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the provisions of its resolution 2095 (XX) of 
20 December 1965 to the effect that the World Food Pro
gramme is to be reviewed before each pledging conference, 

Noting that the Programme was reviewed by the Com
mittee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes of the World 
Food Programme at its thirty-first session and by the Eco
nomic and Social Council at its second regular session of 
1991, 

Having considered Economic and Social Council reso
lution 1991178 of26 July 1991 and the recommendation of 
the Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes/' 

Recognizing the value of and continuing need for multi
lateral food aid as provided by the World Food Programme 
since its inception, both as a form of capital investment and 
for meeting emergency food needs, 

1. Establishes for the period 1993-1994 a target for 
voluntary contributions to the World Food Programme of 
1.5 billion United States dollars, of which not less that one 
third should be in cash and/or services, and expresses the 
hope that those resources will be substantially augmented 
by additional contributions from other sources in view of 
the prospective volume of sound project requests and the 
capacity of the Programme to operate at a higher level; 

2. Urges States Members of the United Nations and 
members and associate members of the Food and Agricul
ture Organization of the United Nations and appropriate 
donor organizations to make every effort to ensure that the 
target is fully attained; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General, in cooperation with 
the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organi
zation of the United Nations, to convene a pledging con
ference for this purpose at United Nations Headquarters in 
1992. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/201. Assistance to the Palestinian people 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 45/183 of 21 December 1990, 

Taking into account the intifadah ofthe Palestinian peo-
ple in the occupied Palestinian territory against the Israeli 
occupation, including Israeli economic and social policies 
and practices, 

Rejecting Israeli restrictions on external economic and 
social assistance to the Palestinian people in the occupied 
Palestinian territory, 

Concerned about the economic losses of the Palestinian 
people as a result of the Gulf crisis, 

Aware of the increasing need to provide economic and 
social assistance to the Palestinian people, 

Affirming that the Palestinian people cannot develop 
their national economy as long as the Israeli occupation 
persists, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;79 

2. Expresses its appreciation to the States, United Na
tions bodies and intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations that have provided assistance to the Palestin
ian people; 

3. Requests the international community, the United Na
tions system and intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations to sustain and increase their assistance to the 
Palestinian people, in close cooperation with the Palestine 
Liberation Organization, taking into account the economic 
losses of the Palestinian people as a result of the Gulf 
crisis; 

4. Calls for treatment on a transit basis of Palestinian 
exports and imports passing through neighbouring ports 
and points of exit and entry; 

5. Also calls for the granting of trade concessions and 
concrete preferential measures for Palestinian exports on 
the basis of Palestinian certificates of origin; 

6. Further calls for the immediate lifting of Israeli re
strictions and obstacles hindering the implementation of 
assistance projects by the United Nations Development 
Programme, other United Nations bodies and others pro
viding economic and social assistance to the Palestinian 
people in the occupied Palestinian territory; 

7. Reiterates its call for the implementation of devel
opment projects in the occupied Palestinian territory, in
cluding the projects mentioned in its resolution 39/223 of 
18 December 1984; 

8. Calls for facilitation of the establishment of Pales
tinian development banks in the occupied Palestinian ter
ritory, with a view to promoting investment, production, 
employment and income therein; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session, through the 
Economic and Social Council, on the progress made in the 
implementation of the present resolution. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/202. Impact of the recent evolution of East-West 
relations on the growth of the world economy, 
in particular on the economic growth and de
velopment of the developing countries, as well 
as on international economic cooperation 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution S-18/3 of 1 May 1990, the annex 

to which contains the Declaration on International Eco
nomic Cooperation, in particular the Revitalization of Eco
nomic Growth and Development of the Developing Coun
tries, as well as its resolution 45/199 of21 December 1990, 
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the annex to which contains the International Development 46/203. Prevention and control of acquired immuno-
Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Development Decade, deficiency syndrome {AIDS) 

Recalling also its resolution 45/182 of 21 December The General Assembly, 
1990, on the convening of a special high-level meeting of Recalling its resolution 45/187 of 21 December 1990 
the Economic and Social Council with ministerial partici- and World Health Assembly resolutions WHA 41.24 of 13 
pation, on 4 and 5 July 1991, to discuss the impact of the May 1988,12 WHA 42.33 and WHA 42.34 of 19 May 
recent evolution of East-West relations on the growth of 1989'3 and WHA 43.10 of 16 May 1990,,.. and taking note 
the world economy, in particular on the economic growth of Economic and Social Council resolution 1991/66 of 26 
and development of the developing countries, as well as on July 1991 and of decision 1991123 of 3 May 1991 adopted 
international economic cooperation, by the Executive Board of the United Nations Children's 

Taking note of the Declaration of the Ministers for For- Fund,85 as well as other relevant resolutions and decisions 
eign Affairs of the States members of the Group of 77 adopted by organizations of the United Nations system, 
adopted on the occasion of their fifteenth annual meeting, Noting with appreciation the established leadership and 
held in New York on 30 September 1991, in which the coordinatingroleoftheWorldHealthOrganizationandthe 
Ministers welcomed the convening of the Special High- efforts of other organizations of the United Nations system, 
level Meeting,80 such as the United Nations Development Programme and 

Taking note also of the debate and the views expressed the United Nations Children's Fund, and of Governments, 
by Member States at the Special High-level Meeting and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations 
of the concluding statement of the Chairman ofthe Special and the public and private sectors in combating the spread 
High-level Meeting,'! of AIDS, 

Noting that the World Health Organization estimates 
l. Notes with sadsfaction the holding of the Special High- that nine to eleven million men, women and children are 

level Meeting of the Economic and Social Council with currently infected with the human immunodeficiency virus 
ministerial participation at Geneva on 4 and 5 July 1991; (HIV), that a further ten to twenty million adults are ex-

2. Takes note of the report of the Economic and Social pected to become infected and that five to ten million chil-
Council, in particular as it pertains to the Special High- dren are expected to be born with HIV infection during the 
level Meeting;81 1990s, creating a cumulative total of some thirty to forty 

3. Recognizes the need to enhance the positive aspects 
of the fundamental transformations in the Central and East
em European countries and their integration into the world 
economy; 

4. Notes the assurances given by the developed coun
tries and multilateral fmancial institutions that the re
sources allocated to the Central and Eastern European 
countries would not reduce or divert official development 
assistance, including food aid, allocated to the developing 
countries; 

5. Urges Member States to continue to consider, where 
appropriate, triangular arrangements which would also in
volve or benefit developing countries in the supply of the 
relevant requirements of the Central and Eastern European 
countries, taking into account the structural transformation 
needs and requirements of those countries; 

6. Calls on the international community to consider as
sisting developing countries whose economies have been 
most affected by the recent changes in their economic re
lations with Central and Eastern European countries to 
adapt to those changes; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General, in reviewing the 
impact of the recent evolution of East-West relations on 
the growth of the world economy, in particular on the eco
nomic growth and development of the developing coun
tries, as well as on international economic cooperation, to 
submit to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session 
a report containing, inter alia, an analysis ofthe impact on 
developing countries of the measures taken to integrate 
Central and Eastern European countries into the world 
economy, and on the full implementation of the present 
resolution. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

million infected persons by the year 2000, 90 per cent of 
whom will be in developing countries, and that by then ten 
to fifteen million children will be orphaned by the death of 
a parent or both parents as a result of AIDS, 

Concerned that, although the reported number of HIV 
cases in some industrial countries is increasing more 
slowly than projected, there is still a continuous rapid in
crease in urban areas and that the pandemic is increasing 
dramatically in developing countries, 

Recognizing that the response to the pandemic must be 
multisectoral in order to mitigate effectively the social and 
economic consequences of AIDS and that all sectors of so
ciety must be mobilized in support of national programmes 
to provide support, care, education, counselling and re
sources to combat AIDS, 

Emphasizing the need to counter discrimination and to 
respect the human rights and dignity of all persons, includ
ing those affected by HIV and AIDS, their families and 
those with whom they live, and noting the relevant work 
carried out by the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Dis
crimination and Protection of Minorities and the results of 
the International Consultation on AIDS and Human Rights, 
organized by the Centre for Human Rights of the Secreta
riat at Geneva from 26 to 28 July 1989, 

Recognizing that discriminatory measures related, inter 
alia, to quarantine, mandatory testing and coercive and/or 
restrictive policies dealing with travel and freedom of 
movement, including transfrontier movement, more often 
drive the disease underground, where it is more difficult to 
combat, but do not stop its spread, 

Stressing the need to promote safer sexual practices, 
including responsible sexual behaviour, and to detect 
and treat other sexually transmitted diseases as early as 
possible, 

Stressing, therefore, the importance of information, edu
cation and other support particularly targeted to young peo-
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pie to encourage behavioural practices that enable them to 
remain uninfected, 

Also stressing the need to prevent the spread of HIV in
fection by any and all means of transmission, including in
travenous drug use and unsafe medical practices, occurring 
in both specific and general population groups, 

Further stressing the need to continue to address the 
economic and social status of women in society in order to 
provide them with the means to protect themselves from 
infection, particularly through sexual transmission, 

Noting that scientific research, including social and be
havioural research, is making progress in developing im
proved diagnostic, therapeutic and preventive technologies 
and pharmaceuticals, and stressing the importance of mak
ing these technologies and pharmaceuticals available as 
soon as possible and at an affordable price, 

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the 
Director-· General of the World Health Organization86 on 
the implementation of the global strategy for the preven
tion and control of AIDS; 

2. Urges Member States and, where appropriate, inter
governmental organizations: 

(a) To continue to give the AIDS pandemic top priority 
and to speak openly about AIDS and sexual behaviour 
within the context of their sexual, cultural and religious 
norms; 

(b) To continue to develop strong national AIDS pro
grammes with priority placed, in particular, on prevention 
of sexual transmission through the promotion of safer sex
ual practices, including responsible sexual behaviour, as 
well as on measures to prevent transmission through intra
venous drug use and unsafe medical practices; 

(c) To develop services, in particular for the young, in 
regard to information, sex education and counselling on 
contraception and sexually transmitted diseases, as well as 
on other aspects of HIV transmission, within the context 
of their sexual, cultural and religious norms; 

(d) To ensure a multisectoral response to the socio
economic consequences of AIDS through the mobilization 
of all sectors of society; 

(e) To encourage the private sector, community groups 
and non-governmental organizations to participate actively 
in the national response to AIDS and HIV infection by pro
viding, inter alia, support, care, education, counselling and 
resources; 

(/) To reinforce efforts to combat denial and compla
cency; 

3. Urges Member States and, where appropriate, inter
governmental organizations to protect the human rights 
and dignity of HIV-infected persons, persons with AIDS 
and members of particular population groups and to avoid 
discriminatory action against and stigmatization of them in 
the provision of services and in employment and travel; 

4. Calls upon the scientific community to continue to 
undertake the necessary research into social and behav
ioural aspects ofHIV transmission and to develop the vac
cines and pharmaceuticals that will provide effective 
means of prevention or therapy, and encourages it to make 
its findings available as soon as possible; 

5. Requests the World Health Organization to explore 
the possibility of further strengthening the exchange of in
formation among States Members of the United Nations 

both on the AIDS pandemic and on national AIDS-related 
policies designed to combat it; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to invite the Director
General of the World Health Organization to intensify his 
efforts within the United Nations system, in collaboration 
with the Administrator of the United Nations Development 
Programme and the heads of the World Bank, the United 
Nations Population Fund and the United Nations Chil
dren's Fund, and all other relevant United Nations organi
zations: 

(a) To continue to advance coordinated multisectoral 
implementation of the global strategy for the prevention 
and control of AIDS; 

(b) To support and encourage countries in developing 
plans to meet the economic and social consequences of the 
AIDS pandemic, paying attention, in particular, to women, 
uninfected children with HIV-infected parents or orphaned 
by AIDS, and elderly people left without providers and 
often responsible for orphaned grandchildren, as well as to 
those working with persons with AIDS/HIV; 

(c) To mobilize the necessary resources, both human 
and financial, in the health and other sectors, particularly 
for the developing countries, to develop and implement 
activities and technologies for the prevention of HIV
infection/ AIDS and the care of HIV -infected persons; 

(d) To ensure that, in the search for prevention, cure 
and palliation, the concerns, needs and experience of per
sons with AIDS/HIV, as well as the special needs of 
women and children, are addressed; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General, in view of the seri
ous socio-economic consequences of the AIDS pandemic 
and its negative impact on development in many develop
ing countries, in collaboration with the Director-General of 
the World Health Organization, to utilize fully the re
search, analytical capacity and experience of the United 
Nations system in the planning of multisectoral activities 
and the earmarking of funds for countries requesting as
sistance for those activities; 

8. Also requests the Secretary-General, in close coop
eration with the Director-General of the World Health Or
ganization, to use fully the information capacity of the 
United Nations system to intensify public information ac
tivities with respect to HIV and AIDS; 

9. Further requests the Secretary-General to invite the 
Director-General of the World Health Organization, in 
close collaboration with all other appropriate bodies, or
gans and programmes of the United Nations system, tore
port, through the Secretary-General, to the General Assem
bly at its forty-seventh session, through the Economic and 
Social Council, on the implementation of the present reso
lution, taking into account the health aspects and all other 
dimensions of the pandemic. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/204. Special assistance to Namibia 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 45/198 of 21 December 1990, on 
the inclusion of Namibia in the list of least developed 
countries, in which it decided to give Namibia special con-
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sideration in support of its economic and social develop
ment, 

Recalling also Security Council resolution 643 ( 1989) 
of 31 October 1989, in which the Council urgently ap
pealed to Member States, United Nations agencies and in
tergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to 
extend, in coordination with the Secretary-General, gener
ous financial, material and technical support to the Namib
ian people, both during the transitional period and after in
dependence, 

Taking into account the recommendation of the Com
mittee for Development Planning that the international 
community adopt special measures in favour of Namibia 
for a period of years in order to assist it, as a newly inde
pendent nation, in mobilizing its considerable economic 
potential,87 

Welcoming decision 91/14 adopted by the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Development Programme 
on 25 June 1991, in which the Governing Council decided 
to extend to Namibia during the fifth programming cycle 
special assistance equivalent to that given to a least devel
oped country ,11 

Also welcoming Economic and Social Council resolu
tion 1991/50 of 26 July 1991, on special assistance to 
Namibia, 

Considering the urgent need of Namibia for assistance 
in its efforts to reconstruct and strengthen its fledgling eco
nomic and social structures, 

1. Endorses the decision of the Economic and Social 
Council in its resolution 1991/50 to invite States, organi
zations of the United Nations system and other donor agen
cies to grant Namibia for a number of years assistance 
of a scope comparable to that given to a least developed 
country; 

2. Requests States and organizations of the United Na
tions system and other donor agencies to give special con
sideration to extending to Namibia, during the period im
mediately after independence, special assistance of a scope 
comparable to that given to a least developed country; 

3. Invites the Committee for Development Planning to 
review the situation of Namibia, taking into account its 
need for special assistance, and to make recommendations 
thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-ninth session, 
through the Economic and Social Council; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-eighth session a report on 
the implementation of the present resolution. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/205. Convening of an international conference on 
the financing of development 

The General Assembly, 
Reaffirming the Declaration on International Economic 

Cooperation, in particular the Revitalization of Economic 
Growth and Development of the Developing Countries, 
contained in the annex to its resolution S-18/3 of 1 May 
1990, and the International Development Strategy for the 
Fourth United Nations Development Decade, contained in 
the annex to its resolution 45/199 of 21 December 1990, 

Recalling its resolution 45/234 of 21 December 1990, on 
the implementation of the commitments and policies 
agreed upon in the Declaration on International Economic 
Cooperation, in particular the Revitalization of Economic 
Growth and Development of the Developing Countries, as 
well as other resolutions in the field of international eco
nomic cooperation, 

Taking note of Economic and Social Council decision 
1991/274 of26 July 1991, concerning the convening of an 
international conference on the fmancing of development, 

Noting with interest the statement of the Secretary
General, in his report on the work of the Organization, that 
a reinvigoration of the North/South dialogue has become 
more urgent than ever,88 

Also noting with interest the proposal made by the 
Secretary-General, in the same report, that consideration 
should be given to the convening of an international con
ference on the financing of development, 

Taking note with interest of the note by the Secretary
General on the convening of an international conference 
on the financing of development,89 

l. Decides to consider at its forty-seventh session the 
issue of the convening of such an international conference; 

2. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session an item entitled "International con
ference on the financing of development", and requests the 
Secretary-General, in close consultation with the multilat
eral financing institutions, to submit to the General Assem
bly at its forty-seventh session a report on the item. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/206. Report of the Committee for Development 
Planning: criteria for identifying the least de
veloped countries 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 45/206 of 21 December 1990, on 

the implementation of the Programme of Action for the 
Least Developed Countries for the 1990s, 

Recalling also the recommendation of the Second 
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Coun
tries on the criteria for identifying the least developed 
among developing countries,90 

Taking note of paragraph (b) of Economic and Social 
Council decision 1991/275 of 26 July 1991, on chapter V 
of the report of the Committee for Development Planning 
on its twenty-seventh session,91 

Recognizing that the decision to include any country in 
the group ofleast developed countries should be made with 
its due consent, 

l. Notes with appreciation the new criteria for identi
fying the least developed among the developing countries 
and the graduation rules recommended by the Committee 
for Development Planning, and requests the Committee to 
consider further possible improvements in the criteria and 
their applications and to report thereon to the General As
sembly at its fifty-second session through the Economic 
and Social Council; 

2. Requests the Committee for Development Plarming 
to undertake every three years a general review of the list 
of low-income countries, with a view to identifying which 
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of those countries should qualify for inclusion in, or should 
be graduated from, the list of least developed countries, 
and to present this review to the General Assembly through 
the Economic and Social Council; 

3. Decides that the General Assembly will act on the 
recommendations of the Committee for Development Plan
ning for the inclusion of a country in the list of least de
veloped countries, provided the country concerned has sig
nified its consent; 

4. Stresses that there is need for a smooth transition of 
the countries graduating out of the group of least developed 
countries, with a view to avoiding disruption to their de
velopment plans, programmes and projects, and invites 
Governments, international organizations and other con
cerned parties to take appropriate steps to ensure such a 
smooth transition; 

5. Decides, in this context, that the graduation of a 
country will be completed following a transitional period 
of three years, which will commence immediately after the 
General Assembly has taken note of the finding of the 
Committee for Development Planning to graduate that 
country; 

6. Endorses the recommendations of the Committee 
for Development Planning regarding the inclusion of Cam
bodia, Madagascar, Solomon Islands, Zaire and Zambia in 
the list of least developed countries;92 

7. Takes note of the fmding of the Committee for De
velopment Planning to graduate Botswana from the list of 
least developed countries, and decides that its graduation 
from the list will be completed following a transition pe
riod of three years, in accordance with paragraph 5 of the 
present resolution; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development to report to the 
Conference at its eighth session on the resource and other 
implications of the application of the new criteria for iden
tifying the least developed countries on the implementation 
of the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Coun
tries for the 1990s; 

9. Also requests the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development to follow 
his report to the Conference with a report to the General 
Assembly at its forty-seventh session, through the Eco
nomic and Social Council, on the same subject. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/207. Strengthening international organizations in 
the area of multilateral trade 

The General Assembly, 

Reaffirming the Declaration on International Economic 
Cooperation, in particular the Revitalization of Economic 
Growth and Development of the Developing Countries, 
contained in the annex to its resolution S-18/3 of l May 
1990, and the International Development Strategy for the 
Fourth United Nations Development Decade, contained in the 
annex to its resolution 45/199 of2l December 1990, 

Recalling its resolution 45/201 of 21 December 1990, 
Taking note of the note by the Secretary-General93 con

cerning institutional developments related to the strength-

ening of international organizations in the area of multilat
eral trade, 

1. Urges all Governments and the executive heads of 
the specialized agencies and other organizations and pro
grammes of the United Nations system to endeavour to 
present their views to the Secretary-General on this matter; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare, for sub
mission to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh ses
sion, an updated report, taking into account the outcome of 
the Uruguay Round of multilateral trade negotiations and 
the eighth session of the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/208. Environment and international trade 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 45/210 of 21 December 1990, on 

environment and international trade, 
Welcoming Trade and Development Board resolution 

393 (XXXVIII) of 4 October 1991,17 on the contribution 
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop
ment, within its mandate, to sustainable development, in 
which the Board, inter alia, reaffirmed the importance of 
an integrated perspective of environment and development 
in order to tackle successfully the root causes of underde
velopment and environmental degradation and achieve the 
objective of sustainable development in all countries, 

l. Welcomes the efforts of the United Nations Confer
ence on Trade and Development to integrate increasingly 
the concept of sustainable development in its ongoing 
work, and encourages the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development to pursue 
that process; 

2. Stresses the importance of the contribution of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, 
within its mandate, to the preparatory process for the 
United Nations Conference on Environment and Develop
ment and to the follow-up to that Conference; 

3. Invites the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development to take the neces
sary action to pursue and expedite, where appropriate, the 
studies and other work requested in paragraph 7 of Trade 
and Development Board resolution 393 (XXXVIII),17 tak
ing into account what is being done by the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development in this area, 
so that they may in addition contribute effectively, within 
the mandate of the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development, to the preparatory process for the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Development and 
its follow-up. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/209. Trade and Development Board 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 1995 (XIX) of 30 December 

1964, as amended,94 on the establishment of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the Final 
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Act adopted by the Conference at its seventh session, held 
at Geneva from 9 July to 3 August 1987,95 and the Decla
ration on the twenty-fifth anniversary of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, contained 
in Trade and Development Board resolution 376 (XXXVI) 
of 13 October 1989,96 as endorsed by the General Assem
bly in resolution 44/19 of 14 November 1989, 

Recalling also its resolution 45/203 of 21 December 
1990, on the Trade and Development Board, 

Considering that the eighth session of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development, to be held in Co
lombia in 1992, provides, with its development-oriented 
agenda, a timely opportunity to advance the dialogue on 
major development issues, taking into account the global 
political, economic and technological changes of the recent 
past, 

Considering Trade and Development Board resolution 
396 (XXXVIII) of 4 October 1991, on debt and develop
ment problems of developing countries,l 7 as part of the 
continuing contribution of the Board to the search for a 
durable solution to the problems of the external indebted
ness of developing countries, as well as to the substantive 
preparations for the eighth session of the Conference, 

Reiterating that the Uruguay Round of multilateral trade 
negotiations should result in a substantial and balanced 
outcome in all areas involved, including areas of particular 
importance to developing countries, 

Noting that the Trade and Development Report, 199191 

constitutes a valuable contribution to the debate on the in
terdependence of the problems of trade, development fi
nance and the international monetary system, as well as to 
the understanding of the issues examined within the Uru
guay Round of multilateral trade negotiations, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Trade and Develop
ment Board on the second part of its thirty-seventh session 
and the first part of its thirty-eighth session,98 and urges all 
Member States to give effect to the provisions of the reso
lutions and decisions adopted by the Board; 

2. Notes with appreciation the contribution made by 
the Trade and Development Board to the understanding of 
the interdependence of problems of trade, development fi
nance and the international monetary system, taking into 
account the needs of developing countries; 

3. Reaffirms the need for all countries to fulfil their re
sponsibilities in strengthening the rules and disciplines of 
the multilateral trading system for the benefit of all coun
tries and, to this end, urges all participants in the Uruguay 
Round of multilateral trade negotiations to adopt a con
structive and comprehensive approach thereto in order to 
achieve a successful and balanced outcome in accordance 
with the Ministerial Declaration on the Uruguay Round;99 

4. Reiterates its invitation to the United Nations Con
ference on Trade and Development, at its eighth session, 
to assess the outcome of the Uruguay Round, in particular 
in areas of interest or concern to developing countries; 

5. Welcomes Trade and Development Board resolution 
394 (XXXVIII) of 4 October 1991 ,1' on economic coop
eration among developing countries and problems of trade 
and trade financing, as a further step in the implementation 
of the Caracas Programme of Action,100 stresses the need 
for continued support by the secretariat of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development to the 
process of economic cooperation among developing coun-

--------------
tries through studies, extension of expertise and technical 
assistance and, in this connection, invites the United 
Nations Development Programme and other funding insti
tutions to continue to provide financial support to this 
process; 

6. Also welcomes the progress achieved so far in the 
substantive preparations for the eighth session of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development; 

7. Stresses the crucial importance ofthe eighth session 
of the Conference in advancing the development dialogue 
and in giving new impetus to multilateral economic coop
eration, and affirms the need to achieve at that session a 
positive, action-oriented outcome in the interrelated areas 
of trade, resources for development, technology, commodi
ties and services, which, in particular, will be instrumental 
in the revitalization of the development process of the de
veloping countries, will strengthen further the impact of 
the work of the Conference on national and international 
policy-making and will contribute to the implementation 
of the commitments and policies contained in the Declara
tion on International Economic Cooperation, in particular 
the Revitalization of Economic Growth and Development 
of the Developing Countries, contained in the annex to 
General Assembly resolution S-18/3 of 1 May 1990. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/210. Economic measures as a means of political 
and economic coercion against developing 
countries 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the relevant principles set forth in the Charter 
of the United Nations, 

Recalling also its resolutions 2625 (XXV) of24 October 
1970, 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of I May 1974, and 
3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, containing the Charter 
of Economic Rights and Duties of States, 

Reaffirming article 32 of the Charter of Economic Rights 
and Duties of States, which declares that no State may use 
or encourage the use of economic, political or any other 
type of measures to coerce another State in order to obtain 
from it the subordination of the exercise of its sovereign 
rights, 

Bearing in mind the general principles governing inter
national trade and trade policies for development contained 
in the relevant resolutions and rules of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development and the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, 

Reaffirming its resolutions 3 8/197 of 20 December 
1983,39/210 of 18 December 1984,40/185 of 17 Decem
ber 1985, 411165 of 5 December 1986, 42/173 of II De
cember 1987 and 44/215 of 22 December 1989, and con
sidering that further work needs to be undertaken in order 
to implement them, 

Gravely concerned that the use of coercive economic 
measures adversely affects the economy and development 
efforts of developing countries and has a general negative 
impact on international economic cooperation and on the 
world-wide effort to move toward.:; a non-discriminatory, 
open trading system, 
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Taking into account the note by the Secretary-General 
prepared in response to General Assembly resolution 
44/215,101 and his assessment of how to continue his task, 

Concerned that the mandate provided in paragraph 6 of 
resolution 44/215 has not been fully implemented, 

1. Calls upon the international community to adopt ur
gent and effective measures to eliminate the use by some 
developed countries of unilateral economic coercive meas
ures against developing countries with the purpose of ex
erting, directly or indirectly, coercion on the sovereign de
cisions of the countries subject to those measures; 

2. Deplores the fact that some developed countries 
continue to apply economic measures and, in some cases, 
have increased their scope and magnitude, as evidenced by 
trade restrictions, blockades, embargoes, freezing of assets 
and other economic sanctions incompatible with the Char
ter of the United Nations; 

3. Calls upon developed countries to refrain from mak
ing use of their predominant position in the international 
economy to exercise political or economic coercion 
through the application of economic instruments with the 
purpose of inducing changes in the economic, political, 
commercial and social policies of other countries; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to pursue fully his 
mandate as contained in paragraph 6 of resolution 44/215, 
through the Office of the Director-General for Develop
ment and International Economic Cooperation and in close 
cooperation with the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development; 

5. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-eighth session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/211. Adjustment of the Trade Control Measures 
Information System of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development, as 
called for by the General Assembly in resolu
tion 45/210 

The General Assembly, 
Stressing the principle of free and fair global trade, 

which should be conducive to the significant enhancement 
of the trade and development prospects of all countries, in 
particular developing countries, and the importance to that 
end of promoting transparency with regard to national 
trade measures, 

Recalling Trade and Development Board decision 354 
(XXXIV) of 10 May 1988,102 in which the Board recog
nized that the computerized database on trade measures 
was a valuable source of information on general and 
product-specific trade measures and authorized the secre
tariat of the United Nations Conference on Trade and De
velopment to provide, on request, the information con
tained in that database, 

Recalling also paragraph 1 (b) of its resolution 45/210 
of 21 December 1990, in which it called for the adjustment 
of the Trade Control Measures Information System of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development to 
monitor environmental regulations for possible protection
ism and to monitor non-tariff measures that have a bearing 

on the environment, in accordance with paragraph 6 of 
Trade and Development Board decision 384 (XXXVII) of 
12 October 1990,103 

I. Welcomes Trade and Development Board decision 
395 (XXXVIII) of 4 October 1991,1114 in which the secre
tariat of the United Nations Conference on Trade and De
velopment was invited to make use of the information col
lected by and held in the International Trade Centre, as 
well as the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and 
other relevant organizations, for the purpose of facilitating 
collection by the Conference of data on environmental 
measures related to trade in the Trade Control Measures 
Information System, and to continue to make available, on 
request, information from the System; 

2. Notes the initial steps taken by the secretariat of the 
Conference to introduce the adjustments in the System 
called for by the General Assembly in resolution 45/21 0; 

3. Also notes the measures initiated by the Secretary
General of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development to disseminate the information contained in 
the database, and invites Member States that have not yet 
done so to designate focal points to facilitate the exchange 
and dissemination of information contained in the System; 

4. Stresses the need to improve further and strengthen 
the database, including an expansion of its coverage of 
countries and measures and more continuous updating of 
the information contained therein, with a view to enhanc
ing its utility for trade negotiations and export promo
tion, as well as for analytical purposes, and requests 
the Secretary-General of the Conference to take all the ad
ditional measures necessary to expedite the work required, 
in particular the adjustment of the System called for by the 
Assembly in resolution 45/210, and to promote, where ap
propriate, and facilitate the dissemination of information 
from the System and any analysis thereof, pursuant to para
graph 5 of Trade and Development Board resolution 393 
(XXXVIII) of 4 October 1991.'7 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/212. Specific actions related to the particular 
needs and problems ofland-locked developing 
countries 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the provisions of its resolution 44/214 of 22 
December 1989 and all other relevant resolutions of the 
United Nations relating to the particular needs and prob
lems of land-locked developing countries, 

Recognizing that the lack of territorial access to the sea, 
aggravated by remoteness and isolation from world mar
kets, and prohibitive transit costs and risks impose serious 
constraints on the overall socio-economic development ef
forts of the land-locked developing countries, 

Recognizing also that fifteen of the twenty-one land
locked developing countries are also classified by the 
United Nations as least developed countries and that their 
geographical situation is an added constraint on their over
all ability to cope with the challenges of development, 

Recognizing fUrther that most transit countries are them
selves developing countries facing serious economic prob-
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lems, including the lack of adequate infrastructure in the developing countries with appropriate fmancial and tech-
transport sector, nical assistance in the form of grants or concessionalloans 

Recallina that measures to deal with the transit problems for the construction, maintenance and improvement of 
o their transport, storage and transit infrastructures and fa-

ofland-locked developing countries require close coopera- cilities, including alternative routes and improved commu-
tion and collaboration between those countries and their 
transit neighbours, nications; 

Recalling the United Nations Convention on the Law of 8. Requests the United Nations Development Pro-
the Sea, adopted on 10 December 1982, •o~ gramme, as appropriate, further to promote subregional, re

gional and interregional projects and programmes and to 
Recognizing the important role played by bilateral coop- expand its support in the transport and communication sec-

erative arrangements and regional and subregional integra- tors to the land-locked and transit developing countries and 
tion in alleviating the transit problems of the land-locked its technical cooperation for development geared towards 
developing countries and impro~g the ~it-tr~port promoting national and collective self-reliance among 
systems in land-locked and transtt developmg countnes, them; 

Noting the importance of strengthening the existing in- 9. Notes with appreciation the contribution of the 
ternational support measures with a view ~0 further. ad- United Nations Conference on Trade and Development in 
dressing the problems of land-locked developmg countnes, formulating international measures to deal with the special 

I. Reaffirms the right of access of land-locked coun- problems of the land-locked developing countries, and 
tries to and from the sea and freedom of transit through the urges the Conference, inter alia, to keep under constant 
territory of transit States by all means of transport, in ac- review the evolution of transit-transport infrastructure 
cordance with international law; facilities, institutions and services, monitor the imple-

2. Reaffirms also that transit developing countries, in mentation of agreed measures, collaborate in all relevant 
the exercise of their full sovereignty over their territory, initiatives, including those of private sector and non-
have the right to take all measures necessary to ensure that governmental organizations, and serve as a focal point for 
the rights and facilities provided for land-locked develop- cross-regional issues of interest to land-locked developing 
ing countries should in no way infringe upon their legiti- countries; 
mate interests; I 0. Invites the Secretary-General of the United Nations 

3. Calls upon both the land-locked developing coun- Conference on Trade and Development to carry out, within 
tries and their transit neighbours, within the spirit of the overall level of resources for the biennium 1992-1993, 
South/South cooperation, including bilateral cooperation, specific studies in the following areas, inter alia, bearing 
to implement measures to strengthen further their coopera- in mind the need to address the concerns of transit devel-
tive and collaborative efforts in dealing with their transit oping countries, and to report on the results of the studies 
problems; to the Trade and Development Board and to the General 

4. Appeals to all States, interpational organizations and Assembly at its forty-eighth session: 
financial institutions to implement, as a matter of urgency (a) Implications ofhigh transit costs on the overall de-
and priority, the specific actions related to the particular velopment of the land-locked developing countries; 
needs and problems of land-locked developing countries (b) Identification of specific areas in the context of 
envisaged in the previous resolutions adopted by the Gen- subregional and regional cooperation for the promotion 
eral Assemblv and the United Nations Conference on and integration of transit infrastructure and services and 
Trade and Development, in the International Development harmonization of transit-transport policies and legislation 
Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Development Dec- and the assessment of regional trade possibilities for the 
ade,29 in the Declaration on International Economic Coop- expansion of the trade sector of land-locked developing 
eration, in particular the Revitalization of Economic countries; 
Growth and Development of the Developing Countries, 
adopted at the eighteenth special session of the General (c) Improvement of current transit insurance regimes; 
Assembly and contained in the annex to its resolution (d) Application of new information technology to im-
S-18/3 of I May 1990, and in the relevant provisions of prove transit services; 
the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Coun- (e) Identification of specific training needs to improve 
tries for the l990s;6 the managerial capacities and the skills of personnel in-

5. Invites the land-locked developing countries and volved in transit operations to ensure effective utilization 
their transit neighbours to intensify further their coopera- of transit-transport facilities; 
tive arrangements for the development of transit infrastruc- (j) Development and expansion of all other alternatives 
tures, institutions and services to facilitate the movement and/or complements to ground transportation in order to 
of goods in transit with financial and technical assistance improve the access of land-locked countries to foreign 
from donors and international agencies; markets; 

6. Emphasizes that assistance for the improvement of 11. Invites the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
transit-transport facilities and services should be integrated Conference on Trade and Development, in collaboration 
into the overall economic development strategy of the with the Administrator of the United Nations Development 
land-locked developing countries and that donor assistance Programme and, where relevant, the executive heads of the 
should consequently take into account the requirement for subregional economic groupings, to convene in 1992-1993 
long-term restructuring of the economies of the land- subregional symposia/workshops of experts ofland-locked 
locked developing countries; and transit developing countries on the basis of the studies 

7. Urges donor countries and multilateral financial and mentioned in paragraph 1 0 above and in other relevant 
development institutions to provide land-locked and transit studies; 
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12. Requests the Secretary-General to convene in 1993 
a meeting of governmental experts from land-locked and 
transit developing countries and representatives of donor 
countries and financial and development institutions to re
view and propose appropriate concrete action to address 
the problems of land-locked developing countries, to be 
forwarded to the Trade and Development Board and to the 
General Assembly at its forty-eighth session for appropri
ate action; 

13. Calls on the Secretary-General, in consultation 
with the Secretary-General of the United Nations Confer
ence on Trade and Development, to take appropriate meas
ures to enhance the capacity of the Conference, within ex
isting resources for the biennium 1992-1993, in the area 
dealing with land-locked and island developing countries 
so as to ensure the effective implementation of the activi
ties called for in the present resolution and of existing 
measures in support of land-locked developing countries; 

14. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
on the progress being made to address the particular needs 
and problems of land-locked developing countries,106 and 
requests him to prepare another report, taking into account 
the provisions of the present resolution, for submission to 
the General Assembly at its forty-eighth session. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/213. United Nations/International Maritime Or
ganization Conference of Plenipotentiaries on 
a Draft Convention on Maritime Liens and 
Mortgages 

The General Assembly, 
Recognizing the importance of the subject of maritime 

liens and mortgages in ship financing and in the develop
ment of national merchant fleets, 

Emphasizing the need for international uniformity and 
for the establishment of a widely acceptable international 
legal instrument governing the subject of maritime liens 
and mortgages, 

Recognizing the desirability of facilitating the harmoni
ous and orderly development of world trade, 

1. Expresses its appreciation to the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development and to the Interna
tional Maritime Organization for the valuable work done 
in preparing a draft convention on maritime liens and mort
gages; 

2. Decides that a United Nations/International Mari
time Organization Conference of Plenipotentiaries on a 
Draft Convention on Maritime Liens and Mortgages shall 
be convened at Geneva during the first half of 1993 for a 
period of three weeks to consider the draft convention and 
to embody the results of its work in a convention on mari
time liens and mortgages; 

3. Decides that the following shall be invited: 
(a) All States, to participate in the Conference; 
(b) All members of the International Maritime Organi

zation, to participate in the Conference; 
(c) Representatives of organizations that have received 

a standing invitation from the General Assembly to partici
pate in the capacity of observers in the sessions and the 

work of all international conferences convened under its 
auspices; these representatives would participate in the 
Conference in that capacity, in accordance with Assembly 
resolution 3237 (XXIX) of 22 November 1974; 

(d) Representatives of the national liberation move
ments recognized by the Organization of African Unity in 
its region; these representatives would participate in the 
Conference in the capacity of observers, in accordance 
with General Assembly resolution 3280 (XXIX) of 10 De
cember 1974; 

(e) The specialized agencies, the International Atomic 
Energy Agency and the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade, as well as interested organs of the United Nations, 
which should be represented by observers at the Confer
ence; 

(f) Intergovernmental bodies in consultative status 
with the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop
ment and the International Maritime Organization, which 
should be represented by observers at the Conference; 

(g) Directly concerned non-governmental organiza
tions in consultative status with the United Nations Con
ference on Trade and Development and the International 
Maritime Organization, which should be represented by 
observers at the Conference; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development and the Secretary
General of the International Maritime Organization to make 
the necessary arrangements, within existing resources, for 
holding the Conference at Geneva, to submit to the Confer
ence all relevant documentation, including the draft rules of 
procedure of the Conference, and to arrange for the necessary 
staff, facilities and services that it will require; 

5. Decides that the languages of the Conference shall 
be those used in the General Assembly and its Main Com
mittees. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 199/ 

46/214. International code of conduct on the transfer 
of technology 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 45/204 of 21 December 1990, 
on an international code of conduct on the transfer of tech
nology, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
on the consultations carried out in 1991 on an international 
code of conduct on the transfer of technology;107 

2. Decides to transmit that report to the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development at its eighth ses
sion; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the out
come of the consideration of the report by the Conference 
at its eighth session. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 199/ 



V. ResoluUoas 1dopted oa tile reports ortlle Sec:oad Committee 147 

46/215. Large-scale pelagic drift-net fishing and its 
impact on the living marine resources of the 
world's oceans and seas 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 44/225 and 45/197, concerning 

large-scale pelagic drift-net fishing and its impact on the 
living marine resources of the world's oceans and seas, in
cluding enclosed and semi-enclosed seas, which took into 
account the concerns of the developing countries and were 
adopted by consensus on 22 December 1989 and 21 De
cember 1990, respectively, 

Also recalling, in particular, that the General Assembly 
recommended that all members of the international com
munity agree to certain measures specified in the operative 
paragraphs of resolution 44/225, 

Further recalling the relevant principles elaborated in 
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 105 

which are referred to in the seventh to tenth preambular 
paragTaphs of resolution 44/225, 

Expressing deep concern about reports of expansion of 
large-scale pelagic drift-net fishing activities on the high 
seas in contravention of resolutions 44/225 and 45/197, in
cluding attempts to expand large-scale pelagic drift-net 
fishing in the high seas areas of the Indian Ocean, 

Commending the unilateral, regional and international 
efforts that have been undertaken by members of the inter
national community and international organizations to im
plement and support the objectives of resolutions 44/225 
and 45/197, 

Noting that at the Twenty-second South Pacific Forum, 
held at Palikir on 29 and 30 July 1991, the heads of Gov
ernment reaffmned their opposition to large-scale pelagic 
drift-net fishing,108 and in this regard, inter alia, welcomed 
the entry into force on 17 May 1991 of the Convention for 
the Prohibition of Fishing with Long Drift-nets in the 
South Pacific, 

Recalling the Castries Declaration,109 in which the 
Authority of the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States 
resolved to establish a regional regime for the regulation 
and management of the pelagic resources in the Lesser An
tilles region that would outlaw the use of drift-nets and 
called upon other States in the region to cooperate in this 
regard, 

Welcoming the actions taken that have resulted in the 
cessation of all large-scale pelagic drift-net fishing activi
ties in the South Pacific in advance of the date stipulated 
in paragraph 4 (b) of resolution 44/225 for the termination 
of such activities, 

Also welcoming the decision of other members of the 
international community to cease large-scale pelagic drift
net fishing on the high seas, 

Commending the efforts of many members of the in
ternational community to compile data on large-scale 
pelagic drift-net fishing and to submit their findings to 
the Secretary-General, 

Noting the contributions to the report of the Secretary
General made by some members of the international com
munity and by intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations, 

Noting also the significant concerns expressed by mem
bers of the international community and competent re-

gional fisheries bodies regarding the impact of large-scale 
pelagic drift-net fishing on the marine environment, 

Noting fUrther that, in accordance with paragraph 3 of 
resolution 44/225, some members of the international com
munity have reviewed the best available scientific data on 
the impact of large-scale pelagic drift-net fishing and have 
failed to conclude that this practice has no adverse impact 
which threatens the conservation and sustainable manage
ment of living marine resources, 

Noting that the grounds for concerns expressed in reso
lutions 44/225 and 45/197 about the unacceptable impact 
of large-scale pelagic drift-net fishing have been confirmed 
and that evidence has not demonstrated that the impact can 
be fully prevented, 

Recognizing that a moratorium on large-scale pelagic 
drift-net fishing is required, notwithstanding that it will 
have adverse socio-economic effects on the communities 
involved in high seas pelagic drift-net fishing operations, 

1. Recalls its resolutions 44/225 and 45/197; 

2. Commends the efforts jointly to collect statistically 
sound data regarding large-scale pelagic drift-net fishing 
in the North Pacific Ocean, which were reviewed at the 
meeting of scientists held at Sidney, Canada, in June 1991, 
and presented at the symposium on the high seas drift-net 
fisheries in the North Pacific Ocean, held at Tokyo in No
vember 1991 under the auspices of the International North 
Pacific Fisheries Commission; 

3. Calls upon all members of the international commu
nity to implement resolutions 44/225 and 45/197 by, inter 
alia, taking the following actions: 

(a) Beginning on 1 January 1992, reduce fishing effort 
in existing large-scale pelagic high seas drift-net fisheries 
by, inter alia, reducing the number of vessels involved, the 
length of the nets and the area of operation, so as to 
achieve, by 30 June 1992, a 50 per cent reduction in fishing 
effort; 

(b) Continue to ensure that the areas of operation of 
large-scale pelagic high seas drift-net fishing are not ex
panded and, beginning on 1 January 1992, are further re
duced in accordance with paragraph 3 (a) of the present 
resolution; 

(c) Ensure that a global moratorium on all large-scale 
pelagic drift-net fishing is fully implemented on the high 
seas of the world's oceans and seas, including enclosed 
seas and semi-enclosed seas, by 31 December 1992; 

4. Reaffirms the importance it attaches to compliance 
with the present resolution and encourages all members of 
the international community to take measures, individually 
and collectively, to prevent large-scale pelagic drift-net 
fishing operations on the high seas of the world's oceans 
and seas, including enclosed seas and semi-enclosed seas; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to bring the pres
ent resolution to the attention of all members of the 
international community, intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations and well-established scien
tific institutions with expertise in relation to living marine 
resources; 

6. Requests the members and organizations referred to 
above to submit to the Secretary-General information con
cerning activities or conduct inconsistent with the terms of 
the present resolution; 
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7. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session a report on 
the implementation of the present resolution. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/216. International cooperation to mitigate the en
vironmental consequences on Kuwait and 
other countries in the region resulting from 
the situation between Iraq and Kuwait 

The General Assembly, 
Aware of the disastrous situation caused in Kuwait and 

neighbouring areas by the torching and destruction of hun
dreds of its oil wells and of the other environmental con
sequences on the atmosphere, land and marine life, 

Bearing in mind all relevant Security Council resolu
tions, in pruticular section E of resolution 687 ( 1991) of 
3 April 1991 , 

Having taken note of the report submitted by the 
Secretary-General to the Security Council describing the 
nature and extent of the environmental damage suffered 
by Kuwait,110 

Having also taken note of decision 16/ II A adopted by 
the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Programme on 31 May 1991,41 

Profoundly concerned at the deterioration in the envi
ronment as a consequence of the damage, especially the 
threat posed to the health and well-being of the people of 
Kuwait and the people of the region, and the adverse im
pact on the economic activities of Kuwait and other coun
tries of the region, including the effects on livestock, agri
culture and fishing, as well as on wildlife, 

Acknowledging the fact that dealing with this catastro
phe goes beyond the capabilities of the countries of there
gion and, in that regard, recognizing the need for strength
ened international cooperation to deal with the issue, 

Noting with appreciation the appointment by the 
Secretary-General of an Under-Secretary-General as his 
Personal Representative to coordinate United Nations ef
forts in this field, 

Also noting with appreciation the efforts already under
taken by the Member States of the region, other States, the 
organizations of the United Nations system, and govern
mental and non-governmental organizations to study, miti
gate and minimize the consequences of this environmental 
catastrophe, 

Bearing in mind the effective work of the Regional Or
ganization for the Protection of the Marine Environment 
and the inter-agency task force established under the lead
ership of the United Nations Environment Programme es
pecially for the environmental situation in the region, and 
the plan of action, 

Expressing its special appreciation to the Governments 
which have extended financial support to the two trust 
funds established for the purpose by the Secretary-General 
of the International Maritime Organization and the Execu
tive Director of the United Nations Environment Pro
gramme, 

Emphasizing the need to continue to take comprehensive 
measures to study and mitigate these environmental con-

sequences within a framework of sustained and coordi
nated international cooperation, 

I. Urgently appeals to all States Members of the 
United Nations, intergovernmental and non-governmental 
organizations, scientific bodies and individuals to provide 
assistance for programmes aimed at the study and mitiga
tion of the environmental deterioration of the region and 
for strengthening the Regional Organization for the Protec
tion of the Marine Environment and its role in coordinating 
the implementation of these programmes; 

2. Calls upon the organizations and programmes of the 
United Nations system, in particular the International 
Maritime Organization and the United Nations Environ
ment Programme, to pursue their efforts to assess and 
counteract the short-term as well as long-term impact of 
the environmental deterioration of the region; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General, through his Per
sonal Representative, to render assistance to the members 
of the Regional Organization for the Protection of the Ma
rine Environment in the formulation and implementation 
of a coordinated and consolidated programme of action 
comprising costed project profiles, to help identify all pos
sible resources for the programme of action and, inter alia, 
for strengthening the environmental capacities of the mem
bers of the Regional Organization for the Protection of the 
Marine Environment to surmount the problem, and to al
locate, within existing resources, the minimum resources 
required to enable his Personal Representative to continue 
to help coordinate the activities of the United Nations sys
tem to that end; 

4. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session, through the 
Economic and Social Council, a report on the implemen
tation of the present resolution; 

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session a sub-item entitled "International co
operation to mitigate the environmental consequences on 
Kuwait and other countries in the region resulting from the 
situation between Iraq and Kuwait" under the item entitled 
"Development and international economic cooperation". 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/217. International cooperation in the monitoring, 
assessment and anticipation of environmental 
threats and in assistance in cases of environ
mental emergency 

The General Assembly, 
Reaffirming its resolution 44/224 of 22 December 1991, 

on international cooperation in the monitoring, assessment 
and anticipation of environmental threats and in assistance 
in cases of environmental emergency, 

Also reaffirming its resolution 44/228 of 22 December 
1989, on the United Nations Conference on Environment 
and Development, 

Taking note of decision 16/37 of 31 May 1991 of the 
Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Programme, on early warning and forecasting of environ
mental emergencies,41 and decision 16/9 of31 May 1991, 
on a United Nations centre for urgent environmental as
sistance,41 in which the Governing Council, inter alia, en-
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dorsed the proposal of the Executive Director of the United 
Nations Environment Programme to proceed with the de
velopment of a United Nations centre for urgent environ
mental assistance and decided to establish such a centre on 
an experimental basis at the beginning of 1992 for a period 
of eighteen months, 

Recognizing the importance of providing the centre for 
urgent environmental assistance, to be established on an 
experimental basis, with information on expertise and ap
propriate equipment that could be utilized for dealing with 
environmental emergencies, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 
on the monitoring, assessment and anticipation of environ
mental emergencies111 and relevant parts of the report of 
the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment 
Programme on the work of its sixteenth session,112 

I. Stresses the need to strengthen international coop
eration in the monitoring, assessment and anticipation of 
environmental threats and the rendering of assistance in 
cases of environmental emergency; 

2. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
the monitoring, assessment and anticipation of environ
mental emergencies and invites the Secretary-General to 
convey it to the Preparatory Committee for the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Development. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/218. United Nations Development Programme 
Human Development Report 

The General Assembly, 

Reaffirming its resolutions 2688 (XXV) of II December 
1970, on the capacity of the United Nations development 
system, 3405 (XXX) of28 November 1975, on new dimen
sions in technical cooperation, 44/211 of 22 December 
1989, on the comprehensive triennial policy review of op
erational activities for development of the United Nations 
system, S-18/3 of 1 May 1990, the annex to which contains 
the Declaration on International Economic Cooperation, in 
particular the Revitalization of Economic Growth and De
velopment of the Developing Countries, and 45/199 of 21 
December 1990, the annex to which contains the Interna
tional Development Strategy for the Fourth United Nations 
Development Decade, 

Affirming that economic groV'.1h is a means to develop
ment and a way of enlarging the choices and opportunities 
of people and offostering equity, fair income distribution 
and the development of human resources, as well as in
creasing productivity, 

Expressing its appreciation for the work of the United 
Nations development system, in particular the United 
Nations Development Programme, in extending economic 
and technical assistance to the developing countries in car
rying out their development activities, in accordance with 
the mandate given to the organization, 

Welcoming those aspects of the United Nations Devel
opment Programme Human Development Reports which 
emphasize the importance of the participation of people in 
development and contain a broader concept of analysing 
development progress than the single criterion of per capita 
income, 

Taking note of decision 9116 of 25 June 1991, on human 
development, adopted by the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Development Programme,11 

Taking into account the divergent views expressed by 
delegations at the thirty-eighth session of the Governing 
Council, during the deliberations on the annual report of 
the Administrator of the United Nations Development Pro
gramme for 1990,113 pertaining to the Human Development 
Report 1991, in particular to the incorporation and elabo
ration of a human freedom index therein, 

Notes the intention of the Administrator of the United 
Nations Development Programme to inform the Governing 
Council, at its special session in February 1992, of the out
come of the regional consultations held in the autumn of 
1991 , in order for the Governing Council to facilitate and 
decide on the future work in the area of human develop
ment, taking fully into account the views expressed by 
delegations at the special session of the Governing Coun
cil, prior to the publication of the Human Deve/opme11t Re
port 1992. 
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79th plenary meeting 
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46/83. Report of the Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination 

in order to secure full implementation of the provisions of 
the Convention, 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its previous resolutions concerning the reports 

of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimi
nation and its resolutions on the status of the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Dis
crimination,2 as well as its other relevant resolutions on the 
implementation of the Programme of Action for the Sec
ond Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination,3 

Reiterating the importance of the International Conven
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimi
nation, which is one of the most widely accepted human 
rights instruments adopted under the auspices of the United 
Nations, 

Aware of the importance of the contributions of the 
Committee to the efforts of the United Nations to combat 
racism and all other forms of discrimination based on race, 
colour, descent or national or ethnic origin, 

Reiterating once again the need to intensify the struggle 
for the elimination of racism and racial discrimination 
throughout the world, especially the elimination of the sys
tem of apartheid in South Africa, 

Emphasizing the obligation of all States Parties to the 
Convention to take legislative, judicial anG ·er measures 

Recalling the urgent appeals made by the Secretary
General, the General Assembly, the meetings of States par
ties to the Convention and the Committee itself to the 
States parties to honour their financial obligations under 
the Convention, 

Expressing its appreciation for the efforts of the mem
bers of the Committee to explore ways and means to over
come the Committee's current financial crisis, 

Havitlg considered the report of the Secretary-General 
on the financial situation of the Committee,• 

1. Expresses its profound concern at the fact that a 
number of States parties to the International Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
have still not fulfilled their financial obligations; 

2. Expresses once again its concern that such a situation 
may lead to a further delay in the discharge of the substan
tive obligations of the Committee under the Convention; 

3. Commends the Committee for its work with regard 
to the implementation of the Convention and the Pro
gramme of Action for the Second Decade to Combat Racism 
and Racial Discrimination; 

4. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the 
Committee on the work of its thirty-ninth and fortieth 
sessions;5 
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5. Calls upon States parties to fulfil their obligations 
under article 9, paragraph 1, of the Convention, to submit 
in due time their periodic reports on measures taken to im
plement the Convention and to pay their outstanding con
tributions and, if possible, their contributions for 1992 be
fore 1 February 1992, so as to enable the Committee to 
meet regularly; 

6. Strongly appeals to all States parties, especially 
those in arrears, to fulfil their financial obligations under 
article 8, paragraph 6, of the Convention; 

7. Invites the Secretary-General to continue to explore 
the possibilities for establishing a more secure ?asis for !he 
future financing of all the costs of the Comm1ttee, takmg 
into account the views and proposals of States parties, sub
mitted in accordance with paragraph 7 of General Assem
bly resolution 45/88 of 14 December 1990; 

8. Calls upon the States parties, as a matter of priority, 
to consider all possibilities for establishing a more secure 
basis for the future financing of all the costs of the Com
mittee; 

9. Notes that the Secretary-General has proposed in his 
report that the States parties at their next meeting should 
consider the question of the establishment of a "contin
gency reserve fund";6 

10. Requests the Secretary-General to invite ~ose 
States parties that are in arrears to pay the amounts m ar
rears, and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its 
forty-seventh session; 

II. Decides to consider at its forty-seventh session, 
under the item entitled "Elimination of racism and racial 
discrimination", the report of the Secretary-General on the 
financial situation of the Committee and the report of the 
Committee. 

74th plenary meeting 
16 December 1991 

46/84. Status of the International Convention on the 
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of 
Apartheid 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 41/103 of 4 December 1986, 

42/56 of30 November 1987,43/97 of 8 December 1988, 
44/69 of 8 December 1989 and 45/90 of 14 December 
1990, 

Mindful that the International Convention on the Sup
pression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid' con
stitutes an important international treaty in the field of 
human rights and serves to implement the ideals of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,8 

Reaffirming its conviction that apartheid is a crime 
against humanity and constitutes a total negation of the 
purposes and principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations and a gross violation of human rights, seriously 
threatening international peace and security, 

Condemning the abhorrent policy and system of apart
heid and the repression it engenders, which continue to ag
gravate the situation in South Africa, 

Emphasizing that the root cause of the conflict in south
em Africa is apartheid and the racist regime's policy of 
destabilization against the front-line and otht:r neighbour
ing States, 

Deeply concerned at the continued collaboration of cer
tain States and transnational corporations with the racist 
regime of South Africa, particularly in the political. eco
nomic, military and other fields, as an encouragement of 
its odious policy of apartheid, 

Convinced that universal ratification of or accession to 
the Convention and the immediate implementation of its 
provisions will contribute to the eradication of the crime 
of apartheid, 

I. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
the status of the International Convention on the Suppres 
sion and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid;9 

2. Commends those States parties to the Convention 
that have submitted their reports under article VII thereof; 

3. Calls upon all States whose transnational corpora
tions continue to do business with South Africa to take 
appropriate steps to terminate their dealings with South 
Africa; 

4. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to in
tensify, in cooperation with the Special Committee against 
Apartheid, its efforts to compile and update periodically 
the list of individuals, organizations, institutions and rep
resentatives of States deemed responsible for crimes enu
merated in article II of the Convention, as well as those 
against whom or which legal proceedings have been un 
dertaken; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to circulate that list 
among all States parties to the Convention and all Member 
States and to bring such facts to the attention of the public 
by all means of mass communication; 

6. Also requests the Secretary-General to invite the 
States parties to the Convention, the specialized agencies 
and non-governmental organizations to provide the Com
mission on Human Rights with relevant information con
cerning the forms of the crime of apartheid, as described 
in article II of the Convention, committed by transnational 
corporations operating in South Africa; 

7. Appeals to all States, United Nations organs, the 
specialized agencies and international and national non
governmental organizations to step up their activities to en
hance public awareness by denouncing the crimes commtt · 
ted by the racist regime with a view to promoting further 
ratification of or accession to the Convention; 

8. Underlines the importance of the universal ratifica
tion of the Convention, which would be an effective con
tribution to the fulfilment of the ideals of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and other human rights in
struments; 

9. Appeals once again to those States that have not yet 
done so to ratify or to accede to the Convention without 
further delay; 

I 0. Requests the Secretary-General to intensify his ef
forts, through appropriate channels, to disseminate infor
mation on the Convention and its implementation with a 
view to promoting further ratification of or accession to the 
Convention; 

II. Also requests the Secretary-General to include in 
his next annual report under General Assembly resolution 
3380 (XXX) of 10 November 1975 a special section con
cerning the implementation of the Convention. 

74th plenary meeting 
16 December 1991 
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46/85. Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination 

The General Assembly, 
Reaffirming its objective set forth in the Charter .of ~e 

United Nations to achieve international cooperation m 
solving international problems of an economic,. social, cul
tural or humanitarian character and in promotlilg and en
couraging respect for human rights and fundamental free
doms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language 
or religion, 

Reaffirming also its firm determ~~ion and its. con_unit
ment to eradicate totally and uncondtt10nally ractsm m all 
its forms, racial discrimination and apartheid, 

Recalling the Universal _Declaration o~ H.um':ffi Rights,8 

the International Convention on the Ehmmatton of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination,2 the International Con
vention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime 
of Apartheid,' and the Convention again~t Discrimi~ation 
in Education adopted by the United Nations EducatiOnal, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization on 14 December 
1960,1° 

Recalling also its resolution 3057 (XXVIII) of 2 No
vember 1973 on the first Decade for Action to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination, and its resolution 38/14 
of 22 November 1983, on the Second Decade to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination, 

Recalling further the two World Conferences to <;ombat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination, held at Geneva m 1978 
and 1983, 

Bearing in mind the Report of the Second World Con
ference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, 11 

Convinced that the Second World Conference repre
sented a positive contribution by the international commu
nity towards attaining the obje~tives of the De?ade, 
through its adoption of a Declarat10n12 and an operational 
Programme of Action12 for the Second Decade to Combat 
Racism and Racial Discrimination, 

Noting with grave concern that, despite the efforts of the 
international community, the principal objectives of the 
two Decades for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Dis
crimination have not been attained and that millions of 
human beings continue to this day to be the victims .of 
varied forms of racism, racial discrimination and apartheid, 

Recalling, in particular, its resolution 451105 of 14 De
cember 1990, 

Emphasizing once again the necessity of attaining the 
objectives of the Second Decade, 

Having considered the note by the Secretary-Gener~l13 

and his report14 submitted within the framework of the Im
plementation of the Programme of Action for the Second 
Decade, 

Firmly convinced of the need to take more effective and 
sustained international measures for the elimination of all 
forms of racism and racial discrimination and the total 
eradication of apartheid in South Africa, 

Regretting that certain activities of the Second J:?ecade 
scheduled for the period 1985-1989 have not been Imple
mented owing to a lack of financial resources, 

Recognizing the importance of strengthening, where 
necessary, national legislation and institutions for the pro
motion of racial harmony, 

Aware of the importance and the magnitude of the phe-

nomenon of migrant workers, as well as the efforts under
taken by the international community to improve the pro
tection of the human rights of migrant workers and mem
bers of their families, 

Recalling with satisfaction the adoption at its forty-fifth 
session of the International Convention on the Protection 
of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of 
Their Families,15 

Reaffirming the Declaration on Ap~heid and. its De
structive Consequences in Southern Africa,16 unanimously 
adopted by the General Assembly. at its sixtee~th ~pecial 
session, on 14 December 1989, wh1ch offers gmdehnes on 
bow to end apartheid, 

I. Declares once again that all forms of racism and ra
cial discrimination, particularly in their institutionalized 
form, such as apartheid, or resulting from official doctrines 
of racial superiority or exclusivity, are among the most 
serious violations of human rights in the contemporary 
world and must be combated by all available means; 

2. Decides that the international community, in gen
eral and the United Nations, in particular, should continue 
to give the highest priority to programme~ for c~mbati~g 
racism, racial discrimination and apartheid and mtens1fy 
their efforts, during the latter part of the Second De~ade to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, to provide as
sistance and relief to the victims of racism and all forms 
of racial discrimination and apartheid, especially in South 
Africa and in occupied territories and territories under 
alien domination; 

3. Appeals to all Governments and to international ~d 
non-governmental organizations to increase and intensify 
their activities to combat racism, racial discrimination and 
apartheid and to provide relief and assistance to the victims 
of these evils; 

4. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-GeneraJl 4 

containing information on the activities of Governme~ts, 
specialized agencies, regional intergovernmental orgaruza
tions and non-governmental organizations, as well as 
United Nations organs, to give effect to the Programme of 
Action for the Second Decade to Combat Racism and Ra
cial Discrimination; 

5. Notes and commends the efforts made to coordinate 
all the programmes currently under implementation by the 
United Nations system that relate to the objectives of the 
Second Decade, and encourages the Coordinator for the 
Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimina
tion to continue his efforts; 

6. Welcomes the publication of the global compilation 
of national legislation against racism and racial discri.m~
nation17 and requests the Secretary-General to transmit tt 
to Governments as soon as possible; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue the 
study on the effects of racial discrimination on the children 
of minorities, in particular those of migrant workers, in the 
field of education, training and employment, and to submit, 
inter alia, specific recommendations for the implementa
tion of measures to combat the effects of that discrimina
tion; 

8. Welcomes the progress made in preparing model 
legislation for the guidance of Governments in the enact
ment of further legislation against racial discrimination, 
and requests the Secretary-General to finalize the text of 
the model legislation and the handbook of recourse proce-
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dures for victims of racial discrimination and to publish 
and distribute those texts as soon as possible; 

9. Renews its invitation to the United Nations Educa
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization to expedite the 
preparation of teaching materials and teaching aids to pro
mote teaching, training and education activities on human 
rights and against racism and racial discrimination, with 
particular emphasis on activities at the primary and secon
dary levels of education; 

10. Requests the Secretary-General to publish the 
study of the Special Rapporteur of the Subcommission on 
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities 
on the results achieved and obstacles encountered during 
the first Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination and the firSt half of the Second Decade,18 

and to distribute it on as wide a scale as possible; 
ll. Considers that all the parts of the Programme of 

Action for the Second Decade to Combat Racism and 
Racial Discrimination should be given equal attention in 
order to attain the objectives of the Second Decade; 

12. Regrets that part of the programme for the period 
1983-1989 has not yet been implemented because oflack 
of adequate resources, as indicated in the report of the 
Secretary-General; 14 

13. Requests the Secretary-General to implement im
mediately those activities scheduled for the period 1985-
1989 which have not yet been carried out and to proceed 
with the implementation of the activities for the biennium 
1990-1991; 

14. Affirms once again the need for the implementation 
of the plan of activities proposed for the period 1990-1993 
contained in the annex to General Assembly resolution 
42/47; 

15. Requests the Secretary-General, pursuant to Gen
eral Assembly resolutions 42/47,44/52 and 45/105, to en
sure that the necessary and additional resources are in
cluded in the programme budget for the biennium 
1992-1993 to provide for the implementation of the activi
ties of the Second Decade; 

16. Also requests the Secretary-General to inform the 
General Assembly of the steps taken in regard to the pro
visions of paragraph 15 above; 

17. Further requests the Secretary-General to continue 
to accord the highest priority, in executing the plan of ac
tivities, to measures for combating apartheid; 

18. Calls upon Governments to encourage further posi
tive change in South Africa based on the guidelines set out 
in the Declaration on Apartheid and its Destructive Conse
quences in Southern Africa,16 in particular by maintaining 
effective and sustained international pressure against South 
Africa; 

19. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to ac
cord special attention to the situation of migrant workers 
and members of their families and to include regularly in 
his reports all information on such workers; 

20. Invites all Governments, United Nations bodies, 
the specialized agencies and other intergovernmental or
ganizations, as well as interested non-governmental or
ganizations in consultative status with the Economic and 
Social Council, to participate fully in the activities sched
uled for the period 1990-1993 which have not yet been car
ried out, by intensifying and broadening their efforts to 

bring about the speedy elimination of apartheid and all 
forms of racism and racial discrimination; 

21. Considers that voluntary contributions to the Trust 
Fund for the Programme for the Decade for Action to Com
bat Racism and Racial Discrimination are indispensable 
for the implementation of the above-mentioned pro
grammes; 

22. Notes with regret that the present situation of the 
Trust Fund is not encouraging; 

23. Strongly appeals, therefore, to all Governments, 
organizations and individuals in a position to do so to 
contribute generously to the Trust Fund, and to this end 
requests the Secretary-General to continue to undertake ap
propriate contacts and initiatives to encourage contribu
tions; 

24. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General14 

on the activities of the Second Decade and reiterates its 
request to him and to the Economic and Social Council, 
throughout the Decade, to submit annually to the General 
Assembly a report containing, inter alia: 

(a) An enumeration of the activities undertaken or con
templated to achieve the objectives of the Second Decade, 
including the activities of Governments, United Nations 
bodies, the specialized agencies and other international and 
regional organizations, as well as non-governmental or
ganizations; 

(b) A review and appraisal of those activities; 
(c) Suggestions and recommendations; 
25. Decides to keep the item entitled "Elimination of 

racism and racial discrimination" on its agenda and to 
consider it as a matter of the highest priority at its forty
seventh session. 

74th plenary meeting 
16 December 1991 

46/87. Importance of the universal realization of the 
right of peoples to self-determination and of 
the speedy granting ofindependence to colonial 
countries and peoples for the effective guaran
tee and observance of human rights 

The General Assembly, 

Reaffirming its faith in the importance of the implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples contained in its resolu
tion 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 

Reaffirming also the importance of the universal reali
zation of the right of peoples to self-determination, na
tional sovereignty and territorial integrity and of the 
speedy granting of independence to colonial countries and 
peoples as imperatives for the full enjoyment of all human 
rights, 

Reaffirming further the obligation of all Member States 
to comply with the principles of the Charter of the United 
Nations and the resolutions of the United Nations regard
ing the exercise of the right to self-determination by peo
ples under colonial and foreign domination, 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) and all relevant reso
lutions concerning the implementation of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples, 
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Considering the urgent need of Namibia for assistance 
in its efforts to reconstruct and strengthen its fledgling eco
nomic and social structures, 

Recalling with satisfaction the adoption at Harare on 21 
August 1989 of the Declaration of the Ad Hoc Committee 
of the Organization of African Unity on Southern Africa 
on the question of South Africa19 and its subsequent en
dorsement by the Ninth Conference of Heads of State or 
Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Belgrade 
from 4 to 7 September 1989,20 as well as the report of the 
Monitoring Group of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Organi
zation of African Unity on Southern Africa,21 and the Dec
laration on Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences 
in Southern Africa,16 adopted by the General Assembly 
on 14 December 1989, 

Taking note of the Ahuja Declaration on South Africa, 
adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Govern
ment of the Organization of African Unity at its twenty
seventh ordinary session, held at Ahuja, Nigeria, from 3 to 
5 June 1991,22 

Reaffirming that the system of apartheid imposed on the 
South African people constitutes a violation of the funda
mental rights of that people, a crime against humanity and 
a threat to regional peace and security, 

Deeply concerned that in spite ofthe National Peace Ac
cord signed on 14 September 1991,23 acts of assassination 
of members and leaders of national liberation movements 
in South Africa are still continuing, 

Recalling its resolution 44/244, adopted by consensus on 
17 September 1990, in which, inter alia, it called upon the 
South African regime to abide fully by the Declaration on 
Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in Southern 
Africa, 

Noting that, while some significant legal and political 
measures in the right direction have been undertaken by 
the apartheid regime, apartheid is still in place, 

Noting with concern that political trials and the deten
tion of opponents of apartheid continue in South Africa and 
in total disregard of the provisions of the Declaration on 
Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in Southern 
Africa, 

Welcoming the decisions by the national liberation 
movements to work towards unity, as evidenced in the 
agreement to convene the patriotic front conference, 

Deeply concerned about the current wave of violence in 
South Africa resulting from the continued existence of 
apartheid policies, practices and structures as well as from 
actions of those forces opposed to the democratic transfor
mation of the country, 

Gravely concerned that a number of South African pat
riots remain on death row, 

Noting with grave concern that despite the efforts by the 
Government towards a negotiated settlement of the conflict 
in Mozambique, there continues to be a senseless war, 
which has claimed a high toll in human lives and destruc
tion of property, 

Reaffirming the national unity and territorial integrity of 
the Comoros, 

Recalling the Geneva Declaration on Palestine and the 
Programme of Action for the Achievement of Palestinian 
Rights, adopted by the International Conference on the 
Question of Palestine,24 

Considering that the continuation of the Israeli oppres
sive measures and the denial of the inalienable rights of the 
Palestinian people to self-determination, sovereignty, inde
pendence and return to Palestine constitute a serious threat 
to international peace and security, 

Bearing in mind United Nations resolutions related to 
the question of Palestine and the rights of the Palestinian 
people, 

Deeply concerned and alarmed at the deplorable conse
quences oflsrael's acts of aggression against Lebanon and 
its practices in and its continuing occupation of parts of 
southern Lebanon, as well as its refusal to implement the 
relevant resolutions of the Security Council, in particular 
resolution 425 (1978) of 19 March 1978, 

1. Calls upon all States to implement fully and faith
fully all the relevant resolutions of the United Nations re
garding the exercise of the right to self-determination and 
independence by peoples under colonial and foreign domi
nation; 

2. Reaffirms the legitimacy of the struggle of peoples 
for independence, territorial integrity, national unity and 
liberation from colonial domination, apartheid and foreign 
occupation, in all its forms and by all available means; 

3. Reaffirms also the inalienable right of the Palestin
ian people and all peoples under foreign occupation and 
colonial domination to self-determination, national inde
pendence, territorial integrity, national unity and sover
eignty without foreign interference; 

4. Calls upon those Governments that do not recognize 
the right to self-determination and independence of all peo
ples still under colonial domination, alien subjugation and 
foreign occupation to do so; 

5. Calls upon Israel to refrain from the constant delib
erate violations of the fundamental rights of the Palestinian 
people, which constitute an obstacle to the achievement of 
self-determination and independence by the Palestinian 
people and the ongoing efforts towards comprehensive 
peace in the region; 

6. Urges all States, the specialized agencies and or
ganizations of the United Nations system, as well as other 
international organizations, to extend their support to the 
Palestinian people through its sole and legitimate repre
sentative, the Palestine Liberation Organization, in its 
struggle to regain its right to self-determination and inde
pendence in accordance with the Charter of the United 
Nations; 

7. Urgently appeals to all States, the organizations of 
the United Nations system and other international organi
zations to assist in the reconstruction and economic devel
opment of Namibia; 

8. Reaffirms its rejection of the so-called "tri-cameral 
constitution" of 1983 as null and void, and reiterates that 
peace in South Africa can be guaranteed only by the estab
lishment of majority rule through the full and free exercise 
of adult suffrage by all the people in a united and undivided 
South Africa; 

9. Strongly urges the apartheid regime to respond posi
tively to the provisions of the Declaration of the Ad Hoc 
Committee of the Organization of African Unity on South
em Africa on the question of South Africa,19 and the Dec
laration on Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in 
Southern Africa; 16 

10. Determines that the South African racist regime 
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must take additional steps to i01plement fully the profound 
and irreversible changes called for in the Declaration on 
Apartheid; 

II. Welcomes the signing of the National Peace Ac
cord on 14 September 1991 by the African National Con
gress of South Africa, the Inkatha Freedom Party and the 
South African regime23 as a significant contribution to
wards the ending of political violence in South Africa; 

12. Calls for an immediate end to violence and calls 
upon the South African regime to take urgent action to end 
it through, inter alia, strict adherence to the National Peace 
Accord; 

13. Strongly condemns the establishment and use of 
armed terrorist groups by South Africa with a view to pit
ting them against the national liberation movements and 
destabilizing the legitimate Governments of southern Af
rica; 

14. Again demands the immediate application of the 
mandatory arms embargo against South Africa, imposed 
under Security Council resolution 418 ( 1977) of 4 Novem
ber 1977, by all countries and more particularly by those 
countries that maintain military and nuclear cooperation 
with the racist Pretoria regime and continue to supply it 
with related materiel; 

15. Expresses its deep concern about the actions by 
certain countries whose premature relaxation of existing 
measures against the South African regime in flagrant vio
lation of the United Nations consensus declaration encour
ages the regime to persist in its oppression of the black 
majority with regard to their right to self-determination; 

16. Strongly urges the international community, pursu
ant to General Assembly resolution 45/130 of 14 Decem
ber 1990, to continue to extend maximum assistance toLe
sotho to enable it to fulfil its international humanitarian 
obligations towards refugees; 

17. Commends the Government of Angola for its po
litical will, diplomatic flexibility and constructive spirit in 
the search for a negotiated solution to the problems of 
southern Africa; 

18. Demands that the Pretoria regime continue to re
spect the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Angola and 
the principle of non-interference in the internal affairs of 
that State, and demands the immediate payment of com
pensation to Angola for damages caused, in accordance 
with the relevant decisions and resolutions of the Security 
Council; 

19. Demands that the racist regime of South Africa pay 
full and adequate compensation to Botswana for the loss 
of life and damage to property resulting from the unpro
voked and unwarranted military attacks of 14 June 1985, 
19 May 1986 and 20 June 1988 on the capital of Botswana; 

20. Commends the efforts by the Government of Mo
zambique towards a negotiated settlement of the conflict 
in that country, and calls for immediate cessation of the 
massacres of defenceless people and the destruction of eco
nomic and social infrastructures perpetrated by externally 
supported armed terrorists; 

21. Takes note with satisfaction of Security Council 
resolution 690 (1991) of 29 April 1991, approving the 
Secretary-General's report on the holding of a referen
dum for the self-determination of the people of Western 
Sahara25 and fully supports the Secretary-General in his 
efforts to implement the plan for the settlement of the ques-

tion of Western Sahara in cooperation with the Organiza
tion of African Unity; 

22. Notes the contacts between the Government of the 
Comoros and the Government of France in the search for 
a just solution to the problem of the integration of the 
Comorian island of Mayotte into the Comoros, in accord
ance with the resolutions of the Organization of African 
Unity and the United Nations on the question; 

23. Strongly condemns the continued violation of the 
human rights of the peoples still under colonial domination 
and alien subjugation; 

24. Calls for a substantial increase in all forms of as
sistance given by all States, United Nations organs, the 
specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations 
to the victims of racism, racial discrimination and apart
heid through national liberation movements recognized by 
the Organization of African Unity; 

25. Reaffirms that the practice of using mercenaries 
against sovereign States and national liberation movements 
constitutes a criminal act, and calls upon the Governments 
of all countries to enact legislation declaring the recruit
ment, financing and training of mercenaries in their terri
tories and the transit of mercenaries through their territo
ries to be punishable offences and prohibiting their 
nationals from serving as mercenaries, and to report on 
such legislation to the Secretary-General; 

26. Demands the immediate and unconditional release 
of all persons detained or imprisoned as a result of their 
struggle for self-determination and independence, full re
spect for their fundamental individual rights and compli
ance with article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Hwnan 
Rights,8 under which no one shall be subjected to torture 
or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment; 

27. Expresses its appreciation for the material and 
other forms of assistance that peoples under colonial rule 
continue to receive from Governments, organizations of 
the United Nations system and other intergovernmental 
organizations, and calls for a substantial increase in that 
assistance; 

28. Urges all States, the specialized agencies and other 
competent organizations of the United Nations system to 
do their utmost to ensure the full implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples and to intensify their efforts to sup
port peoples under colonial, foreign and racist domination 
in their just struggle for self-determination and inde
pendence; 

29. Decides to consider this question at its forty-seventh 
session under the item entitled "Right of peoples to self
determination". 

74th plenary meeting 
16 December 1991 

46/88. Universal realization of the right of peoples to 
self-determination 

The General Assembly, 

Reaffirming the importance, for the effective guarantee 
and observance of human rights, of the universal realiza
tion of the right of peoples to self-determination enshrined 
in the Charter of the United Nations and embodied in the 
International Covenants on Human Rights.26 as well as in 
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the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colo
nial Countries and Peoples contained in General Assembly 
resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, 

Welcoming the progressive exercise of the right to self
determination by peoples under colonial, foreign or alien 
occupation and their emergence into sovereign statehood 
and independence, 

Deeply concerned at the continuation of acts or threats 
of foreign military intervention and occupation that are 
threatening to suppress, or have already suppressed, the 
right to self-determination of an increasing number of sov
ereign peoples and nations, 

Expressing grave concern that, as a consequence of the 
persistence of such actions, millions of people have been 
and are being uprooted from their homes as refugees and 
displaced persons, and emphasizing the urgent need for 
concerted international action to alleviate their condition, 

Recalling the relevant resolutions regarding the viola
tion of the right of peoples to self-determination and other 
human rights as a result of foreign military intervention, 
aggression and occupation, adopted by the Commission on 
Human Rights at its thirty-sixth,27 thirty-seventh,28 thirty
eighth,29. thirty-ninth,30 fortieth,31 forty-first,32 forty_-second,33 

forty-thud,34 forty-fourth,35 forty-fifth, 36 forty-stxth37 and 
forty-seventh38 sessions, 

Reaffirming its resolutions 35/35 B of 14 November 
1980, 36/10 of 28 October 1981, 37/42 of 3 December 
1982,38/16 of22 November 1983,39/18 of23 November 
1984, 40/24 of 29 November 1985, 41/l 00 of 4 December 
1986, 42/94 of 7 December 1987, 43/105 of 8 December 
1988,44/80 of8 December 1989 and 451131 of 14 Decem
ber 1990, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,39 

I. Reaffirms that the universal realization of the right 
of all peoples, including those under colonial, foreign and 
alien domination, to self-determination is a fundamental 
condition for the effective guarantee and observance of 
human rights and for the preservation and promotion of 
such rights; 

2. Declares its firm opposition to acts of foreign mili
tary intervention, aggression and occupation, since these 
have resulted in the suppression of the right of peoples to 
self-determination and other human rights in certain parts 
of the world; 

3. Calls upon those States responsible to cease im
mediately their military intervention and occupation of 
f~rei~n ~ou~tries and territories and all acts of repression, 
dtscnmmatton, exploitation and maltreatment, particu
larly the brutal and inhuman methods reportedly em
ployed for the execution of these acts against the peoples 
concerned; 

4. Deplores the plight of the millions of refugees and 
displaced persons who have been uprooted as a result of 
the aforementioned acts, and reaffirms their right to return 
to their homes voluntarily in safety and honour; 
. 5. Req!iests th~ Commission on Human Rights to con

tmue to gtve special attention to the violation of human 
rights, es~ecially _the r!ght to s~lf-determination, resulting 
~om foreign mihtary mtervent10n, aggression or occupa
tion; 
. 6. Requests the Secretary-General to report on this 
tssue to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh ses-

sion under the item entitled "Right of peoples to self
determination". 

74th plenary meeting 
16 December 1991 

46/89. Use of mercenaries as a means to violate hu
man rights and to impede the exercise of the 
right of peoples to self-determination 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 44/34 of 4 December 1989 on 

the International Convention against the Recruitment, Use, 
Financing and Training of Mercenaries and 45/132 of 14 
December 1990 on the use of mercenaries as a means to 
violate human rights and to impede the exercise of the right 
of peoples to self-determination, 

Reaffirming the purposes and principles enshrined in 
the Charter of the United Nations concerning the strict 
?bservance of the principles of sovereign equality, political 
mdependence, territorial integrity of States and self
determination of peoples, 

Urging strict respect for the principle of the non-use or 
threat of the use of force in international relations as de
veloped in the Declaration on Principles of lnte~ational 
Law concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation 
among States in accordance with the Charter of the United 
Nations,40 

Reaffirming the legitimacy of the struggle of peoples and 
their liberation movements for their independence, territo
rial integrity, national unity and liberation from colonial 
domination, apartheid and foreign intervention and occu
patio_n. and that their legitimate struggle can in no way be 
considered as or equated to mercenary activity, 

Convinced that the use of mercenaries is a threat to in
ternational peace and security, 

Deeply concerned about the menace that the activities of 
mercenaries represent for all States, particularly African 
and other developing States, 

Profound~y alarmed at the continued international crimi
nal activities of mercenaries in collusion with drug traf
fickers, 

Recognizing that the activities of mercenaries are con
trary to the fundamental principles of international law, 
such as non-interference in the internal affairs of States 
territorial integrity and independence, and impede th~ 
pro?ess of t~e . self-det~rmination of peoples struggling 
agamst colomahsm, racism and apartheid and all forms of 
foreign domination, 

Recalling all of its relevant resolutions in which inter 
alia, it condemned any State that permitted or tol;rated 
the recruitment, financing, training, assembly, transit and 
use of mercenaries with the objective of overthrowing the 
Governments of States Members of the United Nations 
esp~cially ~hose ?f de~eloping countries, or of fighting 
agamst nat10nal hberat10n movements, and recalling also 
the relevant resolutions of the Security Council and the 
Economic and Social Council, as well as of the Organiza
tion of African Unity, 

Deeply concerned about the loss of life, the substantial 
~amage to property and the short-term and long-term nega
tive effects on the economy of southern African countries 
resulting from mercenary aggression, 
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Convinced that it is necessary to develop international 
cooperation among States for the prevention, prosecution 
and punishment of such offences, 

Recalling with satisfaction the adoption of the. Intef!la
tional Convention against the Recruitment, Use, Fmancmg 
and Training of Mercenaries,41 and welcoming t~e. fulfil
ment of the provisions of paragraph 2 of Commtsston on 
Human Rights resolution 1991/29 ~f 5 March 1991,38 as 
reflected in the report of the Special Rapporteur of the 
Commission,42 

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report ~f the 
Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights; 

2 Condemns the continued recruitment, financing, 
trai~ing, assembly, transit and use of mer~enaries, as well 
as all other forms of support to mercenaries, for the pur
pose of destabilizing and overthrowing th~ Governments 
of African States and of other developmg States and 
fighting against the national li_beration ~o_vements of 
peoples struggling for the exercise of their nght to self
determination; 

3. Reaffirms that the use of mercenaries and their re
cruitment, financing and training are offences of g!a~e 
concern to all States and violate the purposes and pnnct
ples enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations; 

4 Notes with serious concern the use by the racist 
South African regime of groups of armed mercenari~s 
against national liberation movements and f~r the destabi
lization of the Governments of southern Afncan States; 

5. Denounces any State that persists in the recru!tment, 
or permits or tolerates the recruttmen_t, of mercenanes ~d 
provides facilities to them for launchmg armed aggressiOn 
against other States; 

6. Urges all States to take the necessary steps and to 
exercise the utmost vigilance against the menace posed ~Y 
the activities of mercenaries and to ensure, by both admm
istrative and legislative measures, that the territory of those 
States and other territories under their control, as well as 
their nationals, are not used for the recruitment, assembly, 
financing, training and transit of merce~es, or for the 
planning of activities designed to destabthze or overthrow 
the Government of any State and to fight the nationall~b
eration movements struggling against racism, aparthetd, 
colonial domination and foreign intervention or occupa
tion; 

7. Calls upon all States to extend humanitarian assist
ance to victims of situations resulting from the use of mer
cenaries, as well as from colonial or alien domination or 
foreign occupation; 

8. Reaffirms that to use channels of humanitarial_l an_d 
other assistance to finance, train and arm mercenartes ts 
inadmissible; 

9. Calls upon all States which have not yet don~ so to 
consider taking early action to accede to or to ratify the 
International Convention against the Recruitment, Use, 
Financing and Training of Mercenaries; 

I 0. Requests the Special Rapporteur of the Commi!l
sion on Human Rights to report to the General As~embly 
at its forty-seventh session on the use of mercenaries, es
pecially in view of the additional elements highlighted in 
his report.42 
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46/90. Monitoring of international plans ~nd pro
grammes of action in the field of soctal devel
opment 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 42/125 of 7 December 1987, in 

which it endorsed the Guiding Principles for Develop
mental Social Welfare Policies and Programmes in the 
Near Future43 and requested the Secretary-General to take 
the necessary steps to ensure. t~e imple_mentation of, 
and follow-up action to, the Gmdmg Pnnctples, 

Reaffirming the continued importance and ':'alue of 
strategies and plans of action in different social pohcy areas 
directly related to the Guiding Principles~ notably those 
concerning the status of wome~t, the agem_g, youth and 
disabled persons, as well as cnme prevention and drug 
abuse based on the Universal Declaration of Human 
Righ~,8 the International Covenant on Economic, Soci~l 
and Cultural Rights,26 the lnternational_Covenant ~n Ctvtl 
and Political Rights26 and the Declaratton on Social Pro
gress and Development,44 

Recalling its resolution 44/65 of 8 December 198~, in 
which it decided, inter alia, that social issues as _concetved 
in the Guiding Principles should become a maJor part of 
the international development strategy for the fourth 
United Nations development decade, 

Stressing the validity of Economic and Social Co~ncil 
resolution 1987/48 of 28 May 1987 on the InterregiOnal 
Consultation on Developmental Social Welfare Policies 
and Programmes, in which the Council requested the 
Secretary-General to redeploy resources to ensure appro
priate follow-up action to the Interregional Consultation, 

Concerned about the lack of appropriate follow-up ac
tion to the comprehensive programme of the Gui?ing Pri~
ciples in the regions of Africa, Asia and the _Pactfic, Latm 
America and the Cartbbean and Western Asta, 

I. Reaffirms the validity of the Guiding Principles for 
Developmental Social Welfare Policies and Programmes 
in the Near Future as a major framework for action at the 
local, national, regional and interregional levels in the tield 
of social welfare and development; 

2. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
major issues and programme activities of the_ Secretariat 
and the regional commissions relating to soctal develop
ment and welfare and specific social groups;45 

3. Stresses the interrelationship between economic 
growth and human welfare as one of the principal themes 
of the International Development Strategy for the Fourth 
United Nations Development Decade;46 

4. Appeals to Governments to make uSC? of the G~iding 
Principles and to apply the recommendatiOns therem, as 
appropriate and in accordance with their national struc
tures, needs and objectives, to inform the Secretary-General 
of problems in implementation and to accelerate the follow
up action to the Interregional Consultation on Develop
mental Social Welfare Policies and Programmes; 

5. Welcomes the fact that provision was made for the 
implementation of the Guiding Principles in the medium
term plan for the period 1992-199747 and the progr~~e 
budget for the biennium 1990-1991,48 as requested m tts 
resolution 44/65; 

6. Urges the Secretary-General and the org_anizations 
of the United Nations system concerned to contmue to m-
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elude the implementation of the Guiding Principles in their 
progranunes of work and to assist Governments, particu
larly those of the developing countries, in formulating ap
propriate social welfare policies so that effective pro
grammes can be set up according to their needs; 

7. Urges the executive secretaries of the regional com
missions to give adequate attention to the recommenda
tions for action at the regional level contained in the Guid
ing Principles; 

8. Stresses the role of non-governmental and voluntary 
organizations in the implementation of the relevant recom
mendations of the Guiding Principles, particularly in social 
crisis management, as reflected in the proceedings of the 
international expert meeting on the role of voluntary or
ganizations in crisis management: acquired immunodefi
ciency syndrome (AIDS), drug abuse and mass migration 
as cases in point, held at Berlin from 18 to 22 November 
1990; 

9. Urges Member States in all regions to initiate re
gional expert group meetings devoted to issues raised in 
the Guiding Principles and to translate their recommenda
tions into specific social policy activities; 

10. Welcomes the idea ofholding regional conferences 
such as the Conference of European Ministers Responsible 
for Social Affairs, to be held in Czechoslovakia in 1992, 
and the Fourth Asian and Pacific Ministerial Conference 
on Social Welfare and Social Development, held in the 
Philippines from 7 to 1 I October 1991; 

11. Request~ the Secretary-General: 
(a) To strengthen the follow-up action to the Interre

gional Consultation by, inter alia, appropriately reflecting 
the Guiding Principles in global programmes and events, 
including the preparations for and observance of the Inter
national Year of the Family in 1994;49 

(b) To strengthen advisory services to Governments, 
especially those of developing countries, focusing on the 
policy, institution-building capacity, planning, administra
tion and training aspects of developmental social welfare; 

(c) To ensure that the Centre for Social Development 
and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat, which is re
sponsible for monitoring the implementation of the Guid
ing Principles, is provided with sufficient resources, with
out incurring additional expenses, through the regular 
budget of the United Nations, for an effective follow-up to 
the Interregional Consultation; 

(d) To reflect appropriately resource and programme 
requirements for monitoring the implementation of the 
Guiding Principles in the proposed programme budget for 
the biennium 1992-1993; 

(e) To report to the General Assembly at its forty
eighth session, through the Commission for Social Devel
opment and the Economic and Social Council, on the pro
gress achieved in the implementation of and follow-up 
action to the Guiding Principles and the present resolution; 

12. Endorses the recommendations of the Secretary
General contained in the section II, paragraph 3, of his 
report entitled "Implementation of the Guiding Principles 
for Developmental Social Welfare Policies and Pro
grammes in the Near Future",50 and emphasizes the need 
for activities in this field to be carried out within existing 
resources; 

13. Decides to consider the question of the implemen-

tation of the Guiding Principles at its forty-eighth session 
under the item entitled "Social development". 
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46/91. Implementation of the International Plan of 
Action on Ageing and related activities 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 

1989/50 of 24 May 1989, in which the Council endorsed a 
draft programme of United Nations activities relating to 
the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the International 
Plan of Action on Ageing, in 1992, 

Pursuant to its resolution 451106 of 14 December 1990, 
in which it endorsed the action progranune on ageing for 
1992 and beyond as outlined in the report of the Secretary
General on the question of ageing,51 invited Member 
States, the United Nations and non-governmental organi
zations to consider innovative and effective ways of coop
erating on the selection of targets in the field of ageing dur
ing 1991 and 1992, and urged Member States. the organs, 
organizations and bodies of the United Nations system and 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations 
concerned to participate in the action programme on ageing 
for 1992 and beyond, especially in selecting targets in the 
field of ageing, in organizing community-wide activities 
and in launching an information and fund-raising cam
paign to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the adoption of 
the International Plan of Action on Ageing at the local, 
national, regional and global levels, 

Recalling that in resolution 45/106 it endorsed also the 
convening of an ad hoc working group of the Commission 
for Social Development at its thirty-second session to 
monitor the activities tor the tenth anniversary, especially 
the launching of a global information campaign, and the 
selection of targets that might form the basis of the third 
review and appraisal of the International Plan of Action on 
Ageing to be made by the Commission at its thirty-third 
session, in 1993, and recommended that the Commission 
should give consideration to the desirability of convening, 
subject to the availability of funds, regional and sectoral 
meetings on the selection of targets in the field of ageing 
during 1991 and 1992 and global consultations in 1993 and 
1997, 

Recalling also that in resolution 45/106, it recognized 
the complexity and rapidity of the ageing of the world's 
population and the need to have a common basis and frame 
of reference for the protection and promotion of the rights 
of the elderly, including the contribution that the elderly 
can and should make to society, 

Aware of the plight of the elderly in developing coun
tries, particularly the least developed among them, as well 
as those in difficult circumstances, such as refugees, mi
grant workers and victims of conflict, 

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 1751 
(LIV) of 16 May 1973 on the aged and social security, 

1. Recommends that the United Nations define, on the 
basis of the recommendations of a small expert group 
meeting to be held in 1992 within existing resources, tar
gets on ageing to provide a pragmatic focus for the broad 
and ideal goals of the International Plan of Action on Age-
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ing, and issue them as "Targets on ageing: programme rec
ommendations at the national level for the year 2001 "; 

2. Urges Member States to identify their specific na
tional targets on ageing for the year 200 I, on the basis of 
the proposed targets on ageing; 

3. Invites the Centre for Social Development and Humani
tarian Affairs of the Secretariat to develop, in consultation 
with United Nations organizations and bodies and interna
tional non-governmental organizations, a set of suggested 
global targets designed to support implementation of the 
national targets on ageing; 

4. Decides to devote four plenary meetings, that is, two 
working days, at its forty-seventh session to an interna
tional conference on ageing to consolidate a set of targets 
on ageing for the year 2001 and to celebrate on an appro
priate global scale the tenth anniversary of the adoption of 
the International Plan of Action on Ageing; 

5. Urges the United Nations to give special attention 
to implementing the action programme on ageing for 1992 
and beyond; 

6. Calls upon the Secretary-General to give all possible 
support, in the form of both regular and extrabudgetary re
sources, to the Ageing Unit of the Centre for Social Devel
opment and Humanitarian Affairs, to enable it to fulfil its 
mandate as lead agency for the action programme on age
ing; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to designate the 
Director-General of the United Nations Office at Vienna 
as coordinator for the preparations for the tenth anniver
S.:'U)' of the adoption of the International Plan of Action on 
Ageing and for the implementation of the action pro
gramme on ageing for 1992 and beyond; 

8. Invites the Secretary-General to explore the feasibil
ity of appointing an interregional adviser on ageing to as
sist developing countries in expanding their ability to re
spond effectively to the ageing of their populations; 

9. Invites the United Nations to examine the feasibility 
of launching a service composed of experts who are elderly, 
modelled on the United Nations Volunteers; 

10. Urges the United Nations Postal Administration, as 
called upon in General Assembly resolution 44/67 of 8 De
cember 1989, to issue a stamp to mark the tenth anniver
sary of the adoption of the International Plan of Action on 
Ageing; 

11. Also urges the United Nations Postal Administra
tion to consider, on an exceptional basis, issuing a medal 
on ageing bearing the emblem of the World Assembly on 
Ageing to mark activities planned for the decade 1992-
2001; 

12. Decides to launch a global information campaign 
on the action programme on ageing for 1992 and beyond, 
and welcomes the cooperation of the Department of Public 
Information of the Secretariat and the Centre for Social De
velopment and Humanitarian Affairs and other United Na
tions bodies, specialized agencies and non-governmental 
organizations in this endeavour; 

13. Recommends that the United Nations provide fur
ther advisory services to countries in the process of devel
opment, change and transition, at their request, to ensure 
that the issue of ageing remains an important part of their 
social development programmes; 

14. Adopts the United Nations Principles for Older 

Persons, based on the International Plan of Action on Age
ing, annexed to the present resolution. 

ANNEX 
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United Nations Prtndples ror Older Persons52 

To ADD LIFE TO THE YEARS 11iA T HAVE BEEN ADDED TO LIFE 

The General Assembly, 

Appreciating the contribution that older persons make to their societies, 

Recogr1izing that, in the Charter of the United Nations, the peoples of 
the United ~ations declare, inter alia, their determination to reaffinn faith 
in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, 
in the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small and 
to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom, 

Noting the elaboration of those rights in the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights,8 the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cul
tural Rightsl6 and the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights26 and other declarations to ensure the application of universal stand
ards to particular groups, 

In pursuance of the International Plan of Action on Ageing, adopted by 
the World Assembly on Ageing and endorsed by the Geneml Assembly 
in its resolution 37151 of 3 December 191!2. 

Appreciating the tremendous diversity in the situation of older persons, 
not only between countries but within countries and between individuals, 
which requires a variety of policy responses, 

Aware that in all countries, individuals are reaching an advanced age in 
greater numbers and in better health than ever before. 

Aware of the scientific research disproving manv stereotypes about in
evitable and irreversible declines with age, 

Convi11ced that in a world characterized by an increasing number and 
proportion of older persons, opportunities must he provided for willing and 
capable older persons to participate m and contribute to the ongoing ac
tivities of society, 

Mindful that the strains on family life in both developed and developing 
countries require support for those providing care to frail older persons, 

Bearing in mind the standards already set by the International Plan of 
Action on Ageing and the conventions, recommendations and resolutions 
of the International Labour Organisation, the World Health Organization 
and other United Nations entities, 

Encourages Governments to incorporate the following principles into 
their national programmes whenever possible: 

/ndepe11dence 

1. Older persons should have access to adequate food, water, shelter, 
clothing and health care through the provision of income, family and com
munity support and self-help. 

2. Older persons should have the opportunity to work or to have access 
to other income-generating opportunities. 

3. Older persons should be able to participate in determining when and 
at what pace withdrawal from the labour force takes place. 

4. Older persons should have access to appropriate educational and 
training programmes. 

5. Older persons should be able to live in environments that are safe 
and adaptable to personal preferences and changing capacities. 

6. Older persons should be able to reside at home for as long as pos
sible. 

Participation 

7. Older persons should remain integrated in society, participate ac
tively in the fonnulation and implementation of policies that directly a!Tect 
their well-being and share their knowledge and skills with younger gen
erations. 

8. Older persons should be able to seek and develop opportunities for 
se!Vice to the community and to se!Ve as volunteers in positions appropri
ate to their interests and capabilities. 

9. Older persons should be able to fonn movements or associations of 
older persons. 
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Care 
I 0. Older persons should benefit from family and community care and 

protection in accordance with each society's system of cultural values. 

II. Older persons should have access to health care to help them to 
maintain or regain the optimum level of physical, mental and emotional 
well-being and to prevent or delay the onset of illness. 

12. Older persons should have access to social and legal services to 
enhance their autonomy, protection and care. 

13. Older persons should be able to utilize appropriate levels of insti
tutional care providing protection, rehabilitation and social and mental 
stimulation in a humane and secure environment. 

14. Older persons should be able to enjoy human rights and fundamen
tal freedoms when residing in any shelter, care or treatment facility, in
cluding full respect for their dignity, beliefs, needs and privacy and for the 
right to make decisions about their care and the quality of their lives. 

Self-fulfilment 

15. Older persons should be able to pursue opportunities for the full 
development of their potential. 

16. Older persons should have access to the educational, cultural, 
spiritual and recreational resources of society. 

Dignity 

17. Older persons should be able to Jive in dignity and security and be 
free of exploitation and physical or mental abuse. 

18. Older persons should be treated fairly regardless of age, gender, 
racial or ethnic background, disability or other status, and be valued inde
pendently of their economic contribution. 

46/92. Preparation for and observance of the Interna
tional Year of the Family 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 44/82 of 8 December 1989, in 

which it proclaimed 1994 as International Year of the Fam
ily, designated the Commission for Social Development as 
the preparatory body and the Economic and Social Council 
as the coordinating body for the Year, and requested the 
Secretary-General to prepare, on the basis of his report and 
in consultation with Member States, concerned special
ized agencies and interested intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations, a draft programme for the 
preparation for and observance of the Year, 

Recalling also its resolution 45/133 of 14 December 
1990, in which it invited all Governments, specialized 
agencies, intergovernmental and non-governmental organiza
tions concerned, as well as interested national organiza
tions, to exert all possible efforts in the preparation for 
and observance of the Year, and requested the Secretary
General to finalize a draft programme for the preparation 
for and observance of the Year and to submit it for consid
eration by the Commission for Social Development at its 
session in 1991 and by the General Assembly at its forty
sixth session, 

Conscious of the existence of various concepts of the 
family in different socio-political and cultural systems, 

Noting with satisfaction that the unanimous proclama
tion by the General Assembly of 1994 as International 
Year of the Family has increased the awareness and high
lighted the importance of family issues among Govern
ments, specialized agencies, regional commissions and in
tergovernmental and non-governmental organiL'ltions, as 
well as interested national organizations and, consequently, 
has promoted a better knowledge of the economic, social 
and demographic processes affecting families and their 
members and has focused attention on the equal rights and 
responsibilities of all family members, 

Expressing its appreciation to Governments, specialized 
agencies and the non-governmental organizations con
cerned for the activities they have already undertaken in 
support of the objectives of the International Year of the 
Family, thereby increasing awareness of family issues at 
local and national levels, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 
entitled "Preparation for and observance of the Interna
tional Year of the Family",53 

1. Approves for implementation the proposals made by 
the Secretary-General in his report; 

2. Invites all Governments, specialized agencies, re
gional commissions and intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations concerned to step up all pos
sible efforts in the preparation for and observance of the 
International Year of the Family; 

3. Welcomes the establishment by the Secretary-General 
of the Voluntary Trust Fund for the International Year of 
the Family; 

4. Reaffirms its invitation to all States to take prompt 
action to establish national mechanisms, such as coordinat
ing committees, to prepare for, observe and follow up the 
Year, in particular for the purpose of planning, stimulatmg 
and hannonizing the activities of the governmental and 
non-governmental agencies and organizations concerned 
with the preparation for and observance of the Year; 

5. Requests the relevant United Nations preparatory 
and coordinating bodies for the Year to keep preparations 
for the Year under constant review; 

6. Invites Governments, as far as possible, to contrib
ute resources, including staff, to the secretariat of the Year; 

7. Invites all Governments, specialized agencies, re
gional commissions and intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations concerned, as well as inter
ested national organizations, to exert all possible efforts in 
the preparation for and observance of the Year and to co
operate closely with the Secretary-General in achieving the 
objectives of the Year; 

8. Requests that in the planning and executing of pro
grammes and activities for the Year, special attention 
should be given to socio-economic and cultural conditions 
in developing countries as they affect the approaches taken 
to family issues; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to provide effective 
means of coordination between the secretariat of the Year 
and the relevant non-governmental organizations, in sup
port of the Year; 

I 0. Urges the Secretary-General to provide adequate 
staff to the secretariat of the Year and to reflect its strength
ening in the proposed programme budget for the bienmum 
1992-1993; 

11. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
Commission for Social Development at its thirty-third ses
sion on the state of preparations for the Year; 

12. Invites the Commission for Social Development to 
ensure that all plans, programmes and activities related to 
the family are in accordance with the concept of equality 
between women and men as expressed in the Convention 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women,54 and to ensure that the principle relating to poli
cies aimed at fostering equality between women and men, 
as outlined in the report of the Secretary-General,55 is re
flected in the programme of the ye;u·; 
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13. Requests the Commission for Social Development 
to keep the Commission on the Status of Women informed 
of the preparations for the Year; 

14. Decides to consider the question of the Interna
tional Year of the Family, on the basis of a report of the 
Secretary-General, at its forty-eighth session under the 
item entitled "Social development". 

74th plenary meeting 
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46/93. International Literacy Year 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 42/104 of 7 December 1987, by 

which it proclaimed 1990 as International Literacy Year, 
Recalling also its resolution 45/126 of 14 December 

1990, 
Recalling fUrther that in the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights8 and the International Covenant on Eco
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights26 the inalienable right of 
every individual to education is recognized, 

Bearing in mind the Plan of Action for Implementing the 
World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and Devel
opment of Children in the 1990s, 56 adopted by the World 
Summit for Children, held in New York on 29 and 30 Sep
tember 1990, 

Mindful of the fact that eradication of illiteracy is one of 
the paramount objectives of the International Development 
Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Development 
Decade,46 

Emphasizing that widespread illiteracy, especially in 
many developing countries, seriously hinders the process 
of economic and social development and the cultural and 
spiritual advancement of society, 

Convinced that literacy. especially functional literacy 
and adequate education, represents an indispensable ele
ment for the development and harnessing of science, tech
nology and human resources for economic and social 
progress, 

Confident that International Literacy Year and the World 
Conference on Education for All held at Jomtien, Thailand. 
from 5-9 March 1990, resulted in increased awareness and 
support for literacy efforts and became a turning point in 
the struggle for a literate world, 

Appreciating the exemplary spirit of partnership and co
operation among the sponsors of the Jomtien Conference 
and underlining the importance of follow-up activities that 
are necessary on the international, regional and national 
levels in order to realize the objectives set forth in the 
World Declaration on Education for All,57 

Noting that the heads of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, the United Nations 
Children's Fund, the United Nations Development Pro
gramme, the World Bank and other sponsors of the Jomtien 
Conference, in the Statement of Solidarity to Achieve Edu
cation for All, called upon all countries and the interna
tional community to join hands and to do all within their 
power and resources to achieve the full letter and spirit of 
the goal of ensuring basic education for all by the year 
2000, 

I. Notes with appreciation the commendable work 
done in implementing the programme for International Lit-

eracy Year by the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization, other specialized agencies and 
other organizations of the United Nations system; 

2. Commends those Governments which have launched 
national literacy programmes and attained notable progress 
in meeting the objectives of the Year; 

3. Notes with satisfaction the firm commitment and 
active involvement of many non-governmental organiza
tions, mass media and the private sector in support of the 
Year; 

4. Invites Member States, specialized agencies and 
other organizations of the United Nations system and rele
vaat intergovernmental and non-governmental organiza
tions to further intensify their efforts to increase literacy 
and achieve education for all; 

5. Appeals anew to Governments, economic and fman
cial organizations and institutions, both national and inter
national, to lend financial and material support to the ef
forts to promote literacy; 

6. Calls upon the United Nations Educational, Scien
tific and Cultural Organization to continue assuming the 
role of lead organization in ensuring the follow-up to In
ternational Literacy Year and the World Conference on 
Education for All; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General, in cooperation with 
the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, to submit to the Gen
eral Assembly at its fiftieth session, in 1995, through the 
Economic and Social Council, a report on the progress 
made and problems encountered in the quest to achieve a 
literate world; 

8. Decides to undertake, at its fiftieth session, a mid
decade review of progress made and problems encountered 
in the struggle against illiteracy, under the item entitled 
"Social Development". 
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46/94. Implementation of the International Plan of 
Action on Ageing: integration of the elderly in 
development 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 40/30 of 29 November 1985, in 

which it emphasized that the elderly must be considered 
an important and necessary element in the development 
process at all levels within a given society, 

Recalling also its resolution 45/106 of 14 December 
1990, in which it endorsed the action programme on ageing 
for 1992 and beyond51 and urged wide participation in the 
celebration of the tenth armiversary of the adoption of the 
International Plan of Action on Ageing, 

Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolu
tion 1989/38 of24 May 1989, in which the Council noted 
that women constituted a larger part of the older population 
and that in the years to come the number of elderly women 
would increase more rapidly in the developing countries 
than in the developed ones. 

Noting with satisfaction the observance of the first In
ternational Day for the Elderly on 1 October 1991, 

Noting with appreciation the convening of the Expert 
Group Meeting on Integration of Ageing and Elderly 
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Women into Development at Vienna from 7 to 11 October 
1991 by the Centre for Social Development and Humani
tarian Affairs of the Secretariat in collaboration with the 
American Association of Retired Persons, 

Noting with concern that the contributions to the Trust 
Fund for Ageing have steadily declined since 1982 and that 
if this trend continues the implementation of the Interna
tional Plan of Action on Ageing will be compromised, 

Mindful of the need for innovative and effective interna
tional cooperation in the field of ageing if countries are to 
achieve self-reliance in responding to the ageing of their 
populations, 

l. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
international cooperation on ageing for 1992 and beyond; 58 

2. Recommends wide multisectoral cooperation in set
ting global targets on ageing to be reached by the year 200 I 
and invites wide participation in a proposed interregional 
symposium and other meetings on target-setting; 

3. Requests Member States to consider setting appro
priate and, where feasible, quantifiable, national targets on 
ageing for the year 200 I; 

4. Requests all participants in target-setting to pay special 
attention to practical strategies, identifying in detail the 
key agencies and the necessary means for reaching the 
targets; 

5. Urges Member States to participate, at the highest 
level, in the plenary meetings of the General Assembly at 
its forty-seventh session to be devoted, inter alia, to launch
ing a set of global targets on ageing to be reached by the 
year 2001; 

6. Calls upon Member States to participate in the in
quiry for the third review and appraisal of the implemen
tation of the International Plan of Action on Ageing, in the 
first half of 1992, and to take the occasion of the review to 
plan ahead, setting national targets on ageing for the year 
2001; 

7. Invites the Secretary-General to consider the feasi
bility of appointing eminent personalities as good will am
bassadors for ageing during the decade 1992-200 I; 

8. Invites Member States, the Department of Public In
formation of the Secretariat, the regional commissions and 
non-governmental organizations to disseminate widely the 
United Nations Principles for Older Persons59 at the local, 
national, regional and global levels, especially in the year 
1992, the tenth anniversary of the World Assembly on 
Ageing; 

9. Urges Member States and non-governmental or
ganizations of the elderly to second experts and adminis
trative personnel to the Centre for Social Development and 
Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat in 1992-1993 to 
help in selected priority activities, including the third re
view and appraisal of the implementation of the Interna
tional Plan of Action on Ageing; 

I 0. Notes with appreciation the support given by the 
United Nations Population Fund to the applied research 
and training project entitled "Developmental Implications 
of Demographic Change: Global Population Ageing" being 
implemented by the Centre for Social Development and 
Humanitarian Affairs, and in view of the importance of the 
subject matter, encourages the United Nations Population 
Fund to continue its support; 

II. Invites the United Nations Population Fund to sup
port a senior adviser on population ageing at the Centre for 

Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs in view of 
the importance of the ageing in future population changes 
and the role of the Centre as focal point in the United 
Nations system for ageing; 

12. Calls upon the United Nations Population Fund 
and all other bodies of the United Nations system involved 
in preparations for the International Conference on Popu
lation and Development, 1994, to utilize the results of the 
project mentioned in paragraph I 0 above as a major input 
to the Conference; 

13. Calls upon the specialized agencies and other rele
vant bodies of the United Nations system to give recogni
tion to the contribution of the elderly to social and eco
nomic development in the context of major events and 
conferences of the 1990s, such as those dealing with the 
environment, human rights, the family, population and the 
advancement of women; 

14. Notes with satisfaction the recent establishment, 
under the patronage of the United Nations, of the Banyan 
Fund Association: A World Fund for Ageing, whose main 
goal is to secure or broker funds for activities that would 
support implementation of the International Plan of Action 
on Ageing; 

15. Also notes with satisfaction the leading role of the 
International Institute on Ageing in Malta in global train
ing initiatives on ageing and its increasing involvement in 
other countries in the execution of projects funded by the 
United Nations Population Fund; 

· 16. Urges the United Nations, Member States and non
governmental organizations to support the African Society 
of Gerontology in developing and implementing a regional 
programme of activities on ageing; 

17. Encourages non-governmental organizations and 
the private sector to continue close collaboration with the 
United Nations system in the field of ageing; 

18. Requests the Secretary-General, in celebrating the 
International Year of the Family in 1994, to draw attention 
to the contributions that the elderly make to the family; 

19. Invites special observance of the International Day 
for the Elderly on I October 1992, to mark the tenth anni
versary of the World Assembly on Ageing; 

20. Urges all organizations of the United Nations sys
tem and bilateral and multilateral development agencies to 
include the elderly in their development efforts, with par
ticular focus on the mainstreaming approach; 

21. Invites the United Nations Development Pro
gramme to include the elderly in the programmes of their 
social funds that aim, inter alia, to alleviate poverty; 

22. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the im
plementation of the present resolution under the item en
titled "Social development". 

74th plenwy meeting 
16 December 1991 

46/95. World social situation 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 1392 (XIV) of 20 November 
1959, 2542 (XXIV) of II December 1969, 40/98 and 
40/100 of 13 December 1985,42/49 of30 November JQ87, 
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43/113 of 8 December 1988, 44/56 of 8 December 1989 
and 45/87 of 14 December 1990, 

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolutions 
1987/39, 1987/40, 1987/46 and 1987/52 of 28 May 1987, 
1989/72 of 24 May 1989 and 1990/28 of 24 May 1990, 
and taking note of Council resolution 1991/4 of 30 May 
1991' 

Having convidered the interim report of the Secretary
General,60 

Bearing in mind the objective of improving the well
being of the world's population on the basis of the full and 
equal participation of all members of society in the process 
of development and the fair distribution to them of the 
benefits therefrom, 

Convcious that each country has the sovereign right 
freely to adopt the economic and social system that it 
deems the most appropriate and that each Government has 
the primary responsibility of ensuring the social progress 
and well-being of the people, 

Deeply concerned about the continued worsening of the 
economic and social situation in many developing coun
tries, particularly in the least developed countries, as evi
denced by the significant decline in living conditions, the 
persistence and increase of widespread poverty in a large 
number of those countries and the decline in their main 
social and economic indicators, 

Bearing in mind that certain developing countries have 
achieved some economic and social progress, 

Convinced that the pace of development in the develop
ing countries should be accelerated substantially in order 
to enable them to achieve their social objectives, especially 
in meeting the basic needs for food, housing, education, 
employment and health care and to struggle against 
scourges which endanger the health and well-being of their 
population, 

Recognizing that progress in the social and economic 
fields constitutes an essential priority for national policies, 
the United Nations and the international community, as 
well as a prerequisite for international development and 
peace, 

Believing that there is a need for greater effort by the 
United Nations system to study and disseminate accurate 
and balanced data and material on the existing world social 
situation, particularly with regard to emerging trends and 
institutional structures that have an impact on social devel
opment, 

Mindful of the need to reflect objectively on the sensi
tivity and importance of the social problems of developing 
countries, particularly the least developed countries, 

I. Takes note of the interim report of the Secretary
General;60 

2. Notes with concern that the interim report of the 
Secretary-General did not adequately focus on the continu
ing deterioration of the economic and social situation in 
many developing countries, in particular the least devel
oped among them, which is the prevailing problem in many 
of those countries; 

3. Notes the increasing awareness of the importance of 
formulating policy measures at all levels based on the in
terrelationship between economic growth and social pro
gress in the achievement of overall development; 

4. Notes with deep concern that despite efforts made at 
national levels, the economic and social situation in many 

developing countries, in particular in the least developed 
countties, continues to deteriorate; 

5. Notes also with deep concern the substantial weak
ening of the overall position of the majority of developing 
countries in international trade and finance, which has been 
made worse by a downward trend in commodity prices, a 
serious deterioration in the terms of trade, the net transfer 
of resources from developing countries, protectionism and 
the serious debt burden, combined with high real interest 
rates; 

6. Calls upon the international community to accord 
particular attention to the deteriorating economic and so
cial situation in the developing countries, particularly in 
the least developed countries, and to ensure that emerging 
tendencies in global international relations do not impact 
negatively on the plight of those countries; 

7. Calls upon all Member States to promote economic 
development and social progress by pursuing an interre
lated set of policy measures to achieve the goals and ob
jectives established within the framework of national plans 
and priorities for employment, education, health, nutrition, 
housing facilities, crime prevention, the well-being of chil
dren, equal opportunities for the disabled and the ageing, 
full participation of youth in the development process and 
full integration and participation of women in develop
ment; 

8. Rea.ffirms the commitments and policies for interna
tional development cooperation as set out in the Declara
tion on International Economic Cooperation, in particular 
the Revitalization of Economic Growth and Development 
of the Developing Countries/ 1 adopted by the General 
Assembly at its eighteenth special session; 

9. Reaffirms the validity of the principles and objec
tives of the Declaration on Social Progress and Develop
menr'4 as well as the Guiding Principles for Developmental 
Social Welfare Policies and Programmes in the Near 
Future43 and calls for their effective implementation as 
a means of attaining a more equitable world social situ
ation: 

I 0. Endorses the request of the Economic and Social 
Council, in paragraph 4 of its resolution 1991/4, that the 
Secretary-General should reorient the draft framework for 
the 1993 report on the world social situation so that it 
would be in consonance with the requests set forth in para
graph 4 of Council resolution 1989/72; 

II. Request~ the Secretary-General, in preparing the 
1993 report, to take into account the intrinsic relationship 
between economic growth and social development and to 
analyse in depth the economic problems of the developing 
countries and the impact of those problems on the world 
social situation: 

12. Recommends that the draft of the 1993 report be 
reviewed by the Administrative Committee on Coordina
tion to ensure that an integrated interdisciplinary focus 
is given and to provide a source of information for the 
report; 

13. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General 
entitled "Work being done within the United Nations sys
tem on improving quantitative and qualitative indicators on 
social conditions and standards of living";62 

14. Invites all appropriate organs, organizations and 
bodies of the United Nations system to cooperate fully with 
the Secretary-General in the preparation of future reports 
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by making available all relevant information pertaining to 
their respective areas of competence; 

15. Decides to consider the issue of the world social 
situation under the item entitled "Social development" at 
its forty-seventh session. 

74th plenary meeting 
16 December 1991 

46/96. Implementation of the World Programme of 
Action concerning Disabled Persons and the 
United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling all its relevant resolutions, including resolu

tion 37/52 of 3 December 1982, by which it adopted the 
World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Per
sons,63 and resolution 37/53 of3 December 1982, in which, 
inter alia, it proclaimed the period 1983-1992 the United 
Nations Decade of Disabled Persons as a long-term plan 
of action, 

Recalling also its resolution 43/98 of 8 December 1988, 
in which it urged Member States and intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organizations concerned to translate 
into action at all levels, as appropriate, the priorities for 
global activities and programmes during the second half of 
the Decade, such as those set forth in the annex to the reso
lution, 

Recalling fUrther the request to the Secretary-General 
made in its resolution 45/91 of 14 December 1990, to shift 
the focus of the United Nations programme on disability 
from awareness-raising to action, with the aim of achieving 
a society for all by the year 20 10, and considering that ap
propriate means will be required to achieve this, 

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution 
1991/9 of 30 May 1991, in which the Council invited 
Member States to review their policies and programmes 
with the aim of designing national annual priorities until 
the end of the United Nations Decade ofDisabled Persons 
in 1992 and concrete long-term strategies to ensure the full 
implementation of the World Programme of Action beyond 
the Decade, 

Welcoming the progress made by the ad hoc open-ended 
working group established by the Commission for Social 
Development by its resolution 32/2 of 20 February 1991,64 

to elaborate standard rules on the equalization of opportu
nities for persons with disabilities, 

Noting with concern the deteriorating economic and so
cial situation of many developing countries, which ad
versely affect vulnerable groups, including persons with 
disabilities, 

A ware of the need for new and concerted efforts, more 
vigorous and broader action, and measures at all levels to 
fulfil the objectives of the Decade, 

Expressing its appreciation for the efforts of a number 
of Member States during the Decade to improve the con
ditions and well-being of persons with disabilities and the 
willingness of those States to involve persons with disabili
ties and their organizations in all matters of concern to 
them, 

Noting with appreciation the generous support to the 
Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade of Disabled 

Persons provided by some Governments through voluntary 
contributions, 

Aware of the important role national committees are 
playing in furthering the implementation of the World Pro
gramme of Action, 

Noting with appreciation the convening of the Interna
tional Meeting on the Roles and Functions of National Co
ordinating Committees on Disability in Developing Coun
tries at Beijing from 5 to ll November 1990, and the 
adoption of the Guidelines for the Establishment and De
velopment of National Coordinating Committees on Dis
ability or Similar Bodies,65 

Encouraged by the emergence of organizations of per
sons with disabilities in all regions and their positive influ
ence on the image and condition of persons with disabili
ties, 

Noting the important contributions being made by other 
non-governmental organizations in improving the status of 
persons with disabilities, 

Recognizing the World Congress of Rehabilitation Inter
national, the World Congress of Disabled Peoples' Inter
national, the General Assembly of the World Blind Union, 
Independence '92, and other such important events to be 
held in 1992 as important activities helping both to mark 
the end of the Decade and to launch future efforts for per
sons with disabilities, 

Commending the work done by the Centre for Social De
velopment and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat as 
the focal point in the United Nations system for issues of 
disabilities, 

Commending the work being done by the Statistical Of
fice of the Secretariat and welcoming its publication of the 
Disability Statistics Compendium.~6 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,67 

Desirous of encouraging the continued and practical im
plementation of the World Programme of Action beyond 
the Decade, 

I. Reiterates the need to achieve the objectives set out 
in the agenda for action until the end of the United Nations 
Decade for Disabled Persons and beyond, and the prelimi
nary outline of a long-term strategy to the year 2000 and 
beyond: a society for all, as contained in the report of the 
Secretary-General on the feasibility study on alternative 
ways to mark the end of the Decade;68 

2. Affirms that, in implementing the agenda for action, 
special attention should be given to persons with disabili
ties in developing countries; 

3. Invites Member States, all organizations of the 
United Nations system and intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations to review and evaluate, with 
the active participation of persons with disabilities, their 
current disability-related policies, programmes and avail
able services with a view to identifying areas in which ma
jor progress has been achieved, as well as obstacles en
countered in the prevention, rehabilitation and equalization 
of opportunities; 

4. Invites all organizations of the United Nations sys
tem to incorporate the needs and concerns of persons with 
disabilities in their programmes and activities, including 
these persons both as active agents and as beneficiaries; 

5. Stresses the need, within existing resources, for pri
ority to be given to action-oriented programmes that will 
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renew international consensus on and elicit a sustained 
political commitment by Member States to the implemen
tation of the World Programme of Action concerning Dis
abled Persons beyond the Decade and will ensure the con
tinued improvement of the situation of persons with 
disabilities; 

6. Endorses the Guidelines for the Establishment and 
Development of National Coordinating Committees on 
Disability or Similar Bodies,65 adopted at Beijing; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the 
Guidelines are disseminated as widely as possible and to 
assist Member States in undertaking follow-up measures, 
especially training seminars, to promote their implementa
tion; 

8. Also requests the Secretary-General to finalize dur
ing the next year the review of the translation into the of
ficial languages of the United Nations of the World Pro
gramme of Action, in particular the terms "impairment", 
"disability", "handicap" and "disabled person"; 

9. Endorses the Guidelines for the Development of Or
ganizations of Disabled Persons,69 and encourages Govern
ments to consider these Guidelines in their national pro
grammes; 

I 0. Calls upon Governments and bodies of the United 
Nations system to participate actively in the elaboratior. of 
standard rules on the equalization of opportunities for per
sons with disabilities and in this regard to pay attention to 
the particular needs of women with disabilities; 

11. Requests the Secretary-General to take due note of 
the recommendation of the expert group meetings held at 
Stockholm in 198770 and at Jarvenpaa, Finland in 1990,68 

that organizations of persons with disabilities should be 
fully represented in all United Nations activities related to 
the Decade and beyond and, in particular, expert group 
meetings; 

12. Welcomes the announcement by the Government of 
Canada to host a United Nations expert group meeting to 
be held in conjunction with Independence '92 at Vancou
ver, Canada, in April 1992 with the objective of drawing 
up a long-term strategy to implement the World Pro
gramme of Action to the year 2000 and beyond, with par
ticular focus on recommending practical and action-oriented 
measures that could be implemented in such fields as leg
islation and governing mechanisms, community-based re
habilitation, independent living, human rights aspects and 
economic independence and the creation of an effective in
ternational mechanism to coordinate and monitor activities 
for 1992 and beyond; 

13. Welcomes also the offer of the Government of the 
United States of America to host an international confer
ence on disability, entitled "Setting National Disability 
Policies-An Agenda for Action"; 

14. Decides to devote four plenary meetings at its 
forty-seventh session to mark, at the appropriate global 
level, the conclusion of the United Nations Decade ofDis
abled Persons; 

15. Emphasizes the need to rationalize the work of and 
strengthen the Disabled Persons Unit of the Centre for So
cial Development and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secre
tariat, in order to enable it to carry out its role in the im
plementation, within existing resources, of the objectives 
of the Decade in an effective and efficient manner; 

16. Reiterates its appeal to Governments for further 

voluntary contributions to enable the Disabled Persons 
Unit to strengthen its focal-point function on issues related 
to disabilities; 

17. Reaffirms that the resources of the Voluntary Fund 
for the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons should 
be used to support catalytic and innovative activities in or
der to implement further the objectives of the World Pro
gramme of Action within the framework of the Decade and 
beyond, with priority given, as appropriate, to programmes 
and projects of the least developed countries; 

18. Invites Governments and non-governmental or
ganizations to continue their contributions to the Voluntary 
Fund, and calls upon Governments and non-governmental 
organizations that have not yet done so to consider contrib
uting to the Voluntary Fund so as to enable it to respond 
effectively to the growing demand for assistance; 

19. Requests the Economic and Social Council at its 
next session to give its views on the continuation of the 
Voluntary Fund, with new terms of reference, in response 
to General Assembly resolution 45/91, and to submit its 
recommendations to the Assembly at its forty-seventh 
session; 

20. Invites Member States to submit updated national 
reports to the Secretary-General on the implementation of 
the agenda for action; 

21. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the im
plementation of the present resolution under the item en
titled "Social development". 

74th plenary meeting 
16 December 1991 

46/97. United Nations Development Fund for Women 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 39/125 of 14 December 1984, in 

which it decided to establish the United Nations Develop
ment Fund for Women as a separate and identifiable entity 
in autonomous association with the United Nations Devel
opment Programme, 

Reaffirming that the Fund has an import.:'Ult role in con
tributing to an increase in opportunities and options for 
women in developing countries, 

Emphasizing the position of the Fund as a specialized 
resource base for development cooperation, serving as a 
bridge between the needs and aspirations of women and 
the resources, programmes and policies for their economic 
development, 

Bearing in mind that socio-economic inequities at the 
national and international levels have a detrimental effect 
on the situation of women in developing countries, 

Noting that environmental degradation severely affects 
the situation of women, particularly in developing coun
tries, 

I. Takes note of the note by the Secretary-GeneraF' 
transmitting the report of the Administrator of the United 
Nations Development Programme on the activities of the 
United Nations Development Fund for Women; 

2. Commends the Fund for its support of catalytic and 
innovative projects that strengthen national capacity to im
prove the situation of women; 
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3. Encourages the Fund to continue to promote initia
tives that will incorporate the dimension ofwomen's issues 
in the mainstream development efforts of Governments, 
United Nations agencies, non-governmental organizations 
and the private sector; 

4. Endorses the role of the Fund in promoting the stra
tegic importance of the economic empowerment of women 
in the preparations for the Fourth World Conference on 
Women, to be held in 1995; 

5. Notes with satisfaction the steady increase in contri
butions to the Fund and urges Governments and public and 
private donors to continue to extend their support of the 
Fund through voluntary contributions and pledges to its 
programmes; 

6. Stresses the importance of the work of the Consulta
tive Committee on the United Nations Development Fund 
for Women in policy and programme directions relating to 
the activities of the Fund; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to explore the pos
sibility of providing conference services in the relevant 
working languages to the Consultative Committee, bearing 
in mind the importance of its work; 

8. Also requests the Secretary-General to transmit to 
the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session the re
port of the Administrator of the United Nations Develop
ment Programme on the activities of the Fund, to be sub
mitted in accordance with General Assembly resolution 
39/125. 

74th plenary meeting 
16 December 1991 

46/98. Implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking 
Strategies for the Advancement of Women 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling all its relevant resolutions, in particular reso

lution 44177 of 8 December 1989, in which, inter alia, it 
endorsed and reaffirmed the importance of the Nairobi 
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of 
Women72 for the period up to the year 2000 and set out 
measures for their immediate implementation and for the 
overall achievement of the interrelated goals and objec
tives of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, 
Development and Peace, 

Recalling also its resolution 451129 of 14 December 
1990, 

Taking into consideration the resolutions adopted by the 
Economic and Social Council on issues relating to women 
since its resolution 1987/18 of26 May 1987, 

Reaffirming its resolution 40/30 of 29 November 1985, 
in which it emphasized that the elderly must be considered 
an important and necessary element in the development 
process at all levels within a given society and that, con
sequently, elderly women should be considered contribu
tors to as well as beneficiaries of development, 

Reaffirming also its determination to encourage the full 
participation of women in economic, social, cultural, civil 
and political affairs and to promote development, coopera
tion and international peace, 

Conscious of the important and constructive contribu
tion to the improvement of the status of women made by 
the Commission on the Status of Women, the specialized 

agencies, the regional commissions and other organiza
tions and bodies of the United Nations system and non
governmental organizations concerned, 

Concerned that the resources available to the pro
gramme on the advancement of women of the Secretariat 
are insufficient to ensure adequate support to the Commit
tee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women 
and effective implementation of other aspects of the pro
gramme, especially the preparations for the Fourth World 
Conference on Women, to be held in 1995, 

Regretting that the high-level inter-regional consultation 
on women in public life did not take place in 1991 as 
scheduled, 

Recognizing the advancement of women as one of the 
priorities of the Organization for the biennium 1990-1991, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;73 

2. Reaffirms paragraph 2 of section I of the recommen
dations and conclusions arising from the first review and 
appraisal of the implementation of the Nairobi Forward
looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women, con
tained in the annex to Economic and Social Council reso
lution 1990115 of 24 May 1990, which called for an 
improved pace in the implementation of the Strategies in 
the crucial last decade of the twentieth century, since the 
cost to societies of failing to implement the Strategies 
would be high in terms of slowed economic and social de
velopment, misuse of human resources and reduced pro
gress for society as a whole; 

3. Urges Governments. international organizations and 
non-governmental organizations to implement the recom
mendations; 

4. Calls again upon Member States to give priority to 
policies and programmes relating to the subtheme "Em
ployment, health and education", in particular to literacy, 
for the empowerment of women, especially those in the ru
ral areas, to meet their own needs through self-reliance and 
the mobilization of indigenous resources, as well as to is
sues relating to the role of women in economic and politi
cal decision-making, population, the environment and in
formation; 

5. Reaffirms the central role of the Commission on the 
Status of Women in matters related to the advancement of 
women, and calls upon it to continue promoting the imple
mentation of the Forward-looking Strategies to the year 
2000, based on the goals of the United Nations Decade for 
Women: Equality, Development and Peace and the sub
theme "Employment, health and education", and urges all 
organizations of the United Nations system to cooperate 
effectively with the Commission in this task; 

6. Requests the Commission, when considering the pri
ority theme relating to development during its thirty-sixth 
and subsequent sessions, to ensure its early contribution to 
the work of forthcoming major international conferences 
such as the United Nations Conference on Environment 
and Development, to be held in 1992. the World Confer
ence on Human Rights, to be held in 1993, and the Inter
national Conference on Population and Development, to be 
held in 1994, and to address the impact of technologies on 
women; 

7. Also requests the Commission to give special atten
tion to women in developing countries, particularly in 
Africa and the least developed countries, who suffer dis
proportionately from the effects of the global economic cri-
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sis and the heavy external debt burden, and to recommend 
further measures for the equalization of opportunity and 
for integration of these women into the development 
process when considering the priority theme relating to 
development; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that appro
priate staff from the secretariats of the Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimination against Women and the 
Commission on the Status of Women participate in the pre
paratory process for the World Conference on Human 
Rights, as well as in the Conference itself, in accordance 
with General Assembly resolution 40/108 of 13 December 
1985; 

9. Endorses anew Economic and Social Council reso
lution 1990/12 of 24 May 1990, in which the Council rec
ommended that a world conference on women should be 
held in 1995 and requested that the Commission act as the 
preparatory body for the world conference; 

10. Requests the Commission to decide on the venue 
of the Fourth World Conference on Women not later than 
at its thirty-sixth session, in accordance with Commission 
decision 35/102 of 8 March 1991,14 bearing in mind that 
preference should be given to the region that has not yet 
hosted a world conference on women; 

11. Requests the Secretary-General to appoint not later 
than 1992 the Secretary-General of the Conference; 

12. Requests the relevant United Nations bodies to 
continue to provide action-oriented input when reporting 
to the Commission on the priority theme relating to devel
opment; 

13. Notes with satisfaction the publication of The 
World's Women 1970-199015 through the cooperative ef
forts of various United Nations organizations; 

14. Recommends the further development of methods 
of compilation and data collection in areas of concern iden
tified by the Commission, with a view to preparing in all 
official languages, as a background document for the 
Fourth World Conference on Women, an updated edition 
of the publication mentioned in paragraph 13 above; 

15. Emphasizes, in the framework of the Forward
looking Strategies, the importance of the total integration 
of women in the development process, bearing in mind the 
specific and urgent needs of the developing countries, and 
calls upon Member States to establish specific targets at 
each level in order to increase the participation of women 
in professional, management and decision-making posi
tions in their countries; 

16. Emphasizes once again the need to give urgent 
attention to redressing socio-economic inequities at 
the national and international levels as a necessary step 
towards the full realization of the goals and objectives of 
the Forward-looking Strategies; 

17. Welcomes the creation of the ad hoc open-ended 
working group to elaborate standard rules on the equaliza
tion of opportunities for persons with disabilities; 

18. Urges that particular attention be given by the 
United Nations and Governments to the situation of women 
with disabilities and that Governments take steps to ensure 
the equalization of opportunities for these women in the 
economic, social and political fields; 

19. Takes note of the Guidelines on the Protection of 
Refugee Women prepared by the Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,76 which provide 

practical means of ensuring the protection of refugee 
women, and which are in keeping with decisions of the 
Economic and Social Council and the Commission on the 
Status of Women on this issue; 

20. Recommends that all organizations of the United 
Nations system include in the policy analyses of develop
ment issues, as well as in proposals for major international 
conferences and in development projects, the potential 
contribution of ageing and elderly women, as relevant; 

21. Notes the relevance of the interregional consulta
tion on women in public life to the preparation for the 
Fourth World Conference on Women, and requests that the 
Commission at its thirty-sixth session make recommenda
tions to the General Assembly through the Economic and 
Social Council for the convening of the consultation not 
later than 1993: 

22. Urge.s the Commission, the relevant organizations 
of the United Nations system and Governments to give par
ticular attention to refugee women and children and mi
grant women, taking into account their contribution in the 
social, economic and political fields and the urgent need to 
avoid any kind of discrimination against them; 

23. Requests the Secretary-General, in formulating the 
system-wide medium-term plan for the advancement of 
women for the period 1996-200 l and in integrating the 
Forward-looking Strategies into activities mandated by the 
General Assembly, to pay particular attention to the 
strengthening of national machinelies for the advancement 
of women and to specific sectoral themes that cut across 
the three objectives, equality, development and peace, and 
include, in particular, literacy, education, health, popula
tion, the impact of technology on the environment and its 
effect on women and the full participation of women in 
decision-making; 

24. Also requests the Secretary-General to continue 
updating the World Survey on the Role of Women in De
velopment,77 bearing in mind its importance, placing par
ticular emphasis on the adverse impact of the difficult eco
nomic situation affecting the majority of developing 
countries, in particular on the condition of women, and 
giving special attention to worsening conditions for the in
corporation of women into the labour force, as well as the 
impact of reduced expenditures for social services on 
women's opportunities for education, health and child 
care, and to submit a preliminary version of the updated 
World Survey on the Role of Women in Development to the 
Economic and Social Council, through the Commission, in 
1993 and a final version in 1994; 

25. Requests Governments, when presenting candida
tures for vacancies in the Secretariat, in particular at the 
decision-making level, to give priority to women's candi
datures, and requests the Secretary-General in reviewing 
these candidatures to give special consideration to female 
candidates from underrepresented and unrepresented de
veloping countries and to assist those countries in identi
fying suitable women candidates to fill vacancies at the 
decision-making level; 

26. Requests the Secretary-General to invite Govern
ments, organizations of the United Nations system, includ
ing the regional commissions and the specialized agencies, 
and intergovernmental and non-governmental organiza
tions to report periodically to the Economic and Social 
Council, through the Commission, on activities undertaken 
at all levels to implement the Forward-looking Strategies; 
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27. Also requests the Secretary-General to continue to 
provide for the existing weekly radio programmes on 
women in the regular budget of the United Nations, making 
adequate provisions for broadcasts in different languages, 
and to develop the focal point for issues relating to women 
in the Department of Public Information of the Secretariat, 
which, in concert with the Centre for Social Development 
and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat, should pro
vide a more effective public information programme relat
ing to the advancement of women; 

28. Further requests the Secretary-General t0 include 
in his report on the implementation of the Forward-looking 
Strategies, to be submitted to the General Assembly at its 
forty-seventh session, an assessment of recent develop
ments that are relevant to the priority themes to be consid
ered at the subsequent session of the Commission and to 
transmit to the Commission a summary of relevant views 
expressed by delegations during the debate in the Assem
bly; 

29. Requests the Fifth Committee, in reviewing the 
programme on the advancement of women contained in the 
proposed programme budget for the biennium 1992-1993, 
to ensure that established staffing levels, temporary assist
ance and other objects of expenditure are sufficient to en
sure adequate support to the Committee on the Elimination 
of Discrimination against Women and effective implemen
tation of other aspects of the programme, especially the 
preparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women, 
and, if proposed resources are found to be insufficient, to 
determine the appropriate resource levels; 

30. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on measures 
taken to implement the present resolution; 

3 I. Decides to consider the question of the forward
looking strategies for the advancement of women to the 
year 2000 at its forty-seventh session under the item en
titled "Advancement of women". 

74th plenary meeting 
16 December 1991 

46/99. International Research and Training Institute 
for the Advancement of Women 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 44/60 of 8 December 1989, and 

taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution 
1991/24 of30 May 1991, 

Taking note of the report of the International Research 
and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women on 
its activities/8 

Recognizing the catalytic and advocatory role of the In
stitute in facilitating the inclusion of women as partners in 
development through research, training and information 
activities on issues affecting women and development, 

Reaffirming the importance of the work of the Institute 
in the areas of research, training and information related to 
women and development as a prerequisite for bringing 
about changes in development that benefit women and 
society, 

Increasingly aware that the population of the world is 
rapidly ageing and that women constitute a majority of the 
older population, 

I. Expresses its satisfaction with the report of the In
ternational Research and Training Institute for the Ad
vancement of Women on its activities; 

2. Notes with appreciation that the Institute maintains 
its dual approach as both an agent for sensitization on the 
role of women in the mainstream of development and as a 
centre for specialized research, training and information, 
particularly in new areas of interest affecting women and 
development; 

3. Commends the Institute for its continued efforts in 
interlinking closely its research and training activities, es
pecially in the field of enhanced statistics on women, with 
special focus on the informal sector, the environment and 
communication; 

4. Notes with appreciation the effort of the Institute to 
collaborate with the Statistical Office of the Secretariat to 
improve concepts and methods for statistics and indicators 
on the situation of elderly women,79 and urges the Institute 
to pursue this pioneering work; 

5. Requests the Institute to strengthen its activities re
lated to the question of the undervaluation of women, both 
urban and rural, in economic activities, the monitoring, 
evaluation and impact analysis of projects and programmes 
concerning women and development and the feedback of 
results into the operational system; 

6. Also requests the Institute to continue to strengthen 
its collaboration with institutions and organizations of the 
United Nations system, particularly those involved with 
women and development issues, and with research and 
training centres and institutes at the international, regional 
and national levels; 

7. Expresses its appreciation to those Governments 
and organizations that have contributed to or supported the 
activities of the Institute; 

8. Renews its appeal to States and intergovernmental 
and non-governmental organizations to contribute to the 
United Nations Trust Fund for the International Research 
and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women, in 
order to enable the Institute to carry out its mandate to meet 
new challenges and anticipate, where possible, emerging 
areas of concern related to women and development; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-eighth session a report on 
the activities of the Institute under the item entitled "Ad
vancement of women". 

74th plenary meeting 
16 December 1991 

46/100. Improvement of the status of women in the 
Secretariat 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling Articles I and I 0 I of the Charter of the United 

Nations, 
Recalling also Article 8 of the Charter, which provides 

that the United Nations shall place no restrictions on the 
eligibility of men and women to participate in any capacity 
and under conditions of equality in its principal and sub
sidiary organs, 

Recalling fort her the relevant paragraphs of the Nairobi 
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of 
Women,72 especially paragraphs 79, 315, 356 and 358, 
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Recalling its resolution 2715 (XXV) of 15 December 
1970, in which it first addressed the question of the em
ployment of women in the Professional category, and all 
relevant resolutions that have continued to focus on this 
area since then, 

Noting with concern that the goal of a 30 per cent par
ticipation rate of women in posts subject to geographical 
distribution by the end of 1990 was not achieved, 

Recalling the goal set in its resolutions 451125 of 14 De
cember 1990 and 45/239 C of 21 December 1990 of a 
35 per cent overall participation rate of women in posts 
subject to geographical distribution by 1995, 

Recalling also the goal set in resolution 45/239 C of a 
25 per cent participation rate of women in posts at the D-1 
level and above by 1995, 

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary
General,80 

Noting the efforts of the Secretary-General with regard 
to increasing the promotion and appointment of women to 
Professional posts subject to geographical distribution, 

Welcoming the undertaking by the Secretary-General of 
a comprehensive evaluation and analysis of the main ob
stacles to the improvement of the status of women in the 
Organization, 

I . Urges the Secretary-General, in accordance with the 
Charter of the United Nations, to accord greater priority to 
the recruitment and promotion of women in posts subject 
to geographical distribution, particularly in senior policy
level and decision-making posts, in order to achieve the 
goals set in resolutions 45/125 and 45/239 C of an overall 
participation rate of 35 per cent by 1995 and, to the extent 
possible, 25 per cent in posts at the D-1 level and above 
by 1995; 

2. Also urges the Secretary-General to increase the 
number of women employed in the Secretariat from devel
oping countries and other countries that have a low repre
sentation of women; 

3. Strongly encourages Member States to support the 
efforts of the United Nations and the specialized agencies 
to increase the percentage of women in Professional posts, 
especially at the D-1 level and above, by nominating more 
women candidates, encouraging women to apply for vacant 
posts and creating national rosters of women candidates to 
be shared with the Secretariat, specialized agencies and re
gional commissions; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General, within existing re
sources, to ensure that adequate machinery, with the 
authority of enforcement and the responsibility of account
ability, including a senior-level official devoted to the im
plementation of the action programme for the improvement 
of the status of women in the Secretariat, is maintained 
and, to the extent possible, strengthened during the course 
of the programme for the period 1991-1995; 

5. Also requests the Secretary-General to ensure that a 
comprehensive study of the barriers to the advancement of 
women and the action programme for the period 1991-
1995 are submitted to the General Assembly at its forty
seventh session and that a progress report is given to the 
Commission on the Status of Women at its thirty-sixth ses
sion. 

74th plenary meeting 
16 December 1991 

46/101. Respect for the principles enshrined in the 
Charter of the United Nations and interna
tional law in the fight against drug abuse and 
illicit trafficking 

The General Assembly, 

Conscious that the adoption of the Political Declaration 
and the Global Programme of Action81 at its seventeenth 
special session, devoted to the question of international co
operation against illicit production, supply, demand, traf
ficking and distribution of narcotic drugs and psychotropic 
substances, was an important step in the harmonization of 
the efforts of all to combat this scourge of mankind, 

Reaffirming the purpose of the United Nations to de
velop friendly relations among nations based on respect for 
the principle of equal rights and self-dete1mination of peo
ples, and to take other appropriate measures to strengthen 
universal peace, 

Convinced that the intensification of international co
operation and concerted action among States is the funda
mental basis for confronting the problem of drug abuse and 
illicit trafficking, 

Recognizing that the international fight against illicit 
trafficking should be pursued in full conformity with the 
principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, 
and the principles of international law, particularly respect 
for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of States, non
interference in the internal affairs of States, and non-use of 
force or the threat of force in international relations, 

I. Reaffirms that the fight against drug abuse and illicit 
trafficking should continue to be based on strict respect for 
the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations 
and international law, particularly respect for the sover
eignty and territorial integrity of States, non-interference 
in the internal affairs of States, and non-use of force or the 
threat of force in international relations; 

2. Calls upon all States to intensify their actions to pro
mote effe~ti~e. cooperat_ion in the efforts to combat drug 
abuse and llltclt traffickmg, so as to contribute to a climate 
conducive to achieving this end, and to refrain from using 
the issue for political purposes; 

3. Affirms that the international fight against drug traf
ficking should not in any way justify violation of the prin
ciples enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations and 
internatio~alla":', particularly the right of all peoples freely 
to determme, wtthout external interference, their political 
status and to pursue their economic, social and cultural de
~elop~ent, and that every State has the duty to respect this 
nght m accordance with the provisions of the Charter; 

4. Invites the Secretary-General, in preparing the re
port to be submitted to the General Assembly at its forty
seventh session, and the Executive Director of the United 
Nations International Drug Control Programme, in carry
ing out the activities of the Programme, to give due con
sideration to the principles set out in the present resolution; 

5. Decides to consider at its forty-seventh session the 
question of respect for the principles enshrined in the Char
ter of the United Nations and international law in the fight 
against drug abuse and illicit trafficking under the item en
titled "Narcotic drugs". 

74th plenary meeting 
16 December 1991 
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46/102. Implementation of the Global Programme 
of Action against illicit production, supply, 
demand, trafficking and distribution of nar
cotic drugs and psychotropic substances 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 44116 of 1 November 1989, 
44/141 of 15 December 1989 and 45/148 of 18 December 
1990, as well as Economic and Social Council resolution 
1990/84 of27 July 1990, 

Fully aware that the international community is con
fronted with the dramatic problem of drug abuse and the 
illicit cultivation, production, demand, processing, distri
bution and trafficking of narcotic drugs and psychotropic 
substances and that States need to work at the international 
level as well as individually to deal with this scourge, 

Stressing the important role of the United Nations, its 
relevant bodies and the specialized agencies in the fight 
against drug abuse at the national, regional and interna
tional levels, 

Recalling the Political Declaration and Global Pro
gramme of Action adopted by the General Assembly at its 
seventeenth special session on 23 February 1990,81 

Emphasizing the continuing importance and validity of 
the Declaration82 and the Comprehensive Multidisciplinary 
Outline of Future Activities in Drug Abuse Control,83 as 
adopted by the International Conference on Drug Abuse 
and Illicit Trafficking, and the Declaration adopted at the 
World Ministerial Summit to Reduce the Demand for 
Drugs and to Combat the Cocaine Threat, held in London 
from 9 to 11 April 1990,84 

1. Reaffirms the commitment expressed in the Global 
Programme of Action and the Comprehensive Multidisci
plinary Outline of Future Activities in Drug Abuse Con
trol; 

2. Calls upon States to take all possible steps to pro
mote and implement individually and in cooperation with 
other States the mandates and recommendations contained 
in the Global Programme of Action, with a view to trans
lating the Programme into practical action to the widest 
possible extent at the national, regional and international 
levels; 

3. Requests the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and in 
particular the United Nations International Drug Control 
Programme to promote and continuously monitor the im
plementation of the Global Programme of Action; 

4. Calls upon the United Nations and its relevant bod
ies, the specialized agencies, other relevant intergovern
mental organizations and non-governmental organizations 
to extend their cooperation and assistance to States in the 
promotion and implementation of the Global Programme 
of Action; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report annually to 
the General Assembly on activities undertaken by the 
United Nations International Drug Control Programme and 
Governments relating to the implementation of the Global 
Programme of Action. 

74th plenary meeting 
16 December 1991 

46/103. International action to combat drug abuse 
and illicit trafficking 

The General Assembly, 
Deeply concerned that the illicit demand for, production 

of and traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotronic sub
stances continue to pose a serious threat to mankind, to 
have a negative impact on the socio-economic and political 
systems and to threaten the stability, national security and 
sovereignty of an increasing number of States, 

Reaffirming the principle of shared responsibility of the 
international community in combating drug abuse and il
licit trafficking, 

Reaffirming also that the Declaration82 and the Compre
hensive Multidisciplinary Outline of Future Activities in 
Drug Abuse Control,83 adopted by the International Con
ference on Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, the Political 
Declaration and the Global Programme of Action adopted 
by the General Assembly at its seventeenth special ses
sion,81 and the Declaration adopted by the World Ministe
rial Summit to Reduce the Demand for Drugs and to com
bat the Cocaine Threat, held in London from 9 to 11 April 
1990,84 together with the international drug control treaties, 
provide a comprehensive framework for international co
operation in drug control, 

Recognizing the efforts made to date by the United 
Nations International Drug Control Programme to imple
ment the mandates and courses of action contained in the 
Comprehensive Multidisciplinary Outline of Future Ac
tivities in Drug Abuse Control and the Global Programme 
of Action, 

Emphasizing the role of the Commission on Narcotic 
Drugs as the principal policy-making body for drug control 
issues within the United Nations system, 

Considering that the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, in 
its resolution 2 (XXXIV),85 selected seven priority themes 
around which the United Nations International Drug Con
trol Programme is requested, in consultation with Govern
ments, to develop proposals for a five-year plan to imple
ment the Global Programme of Action, in the context of 
the United Nations Decade against Drug Abuse, 1991-
2000, 

Noting with satisfaction that the regional meetings of 
heads of national drug law enforcement agencies and the 
Subcommission on Illicit Traffic and Related Matters in 
the Near and Middle East of the Commission on Narcotic 
Drugs are sources of very useful recommendations for 
law enforcement action at the regional level oriented to
wards solving specific problems of the various regions, 

Reiterating that the transit routes used by drug traffick
ers change constantly and that an ever-growing number of 
countries in all regions of the world, and even entire re
gions, are particularly vulnerable to illicit transit traffic on 
account, inter alia, of their geographical location, 

Alarmed by the growing connection between drug traf
ficking and terrorism, 

Recognizing the efforts of countries that produce nar
cotic drugs for scientific, medicinal and therapeutic uses to 
prevent the channelling of such substances to illicit mar
kets and to maintain production at a level consistent with 
licit demand, 

Reiterating its condemnation of criminal activities that 
involve children in the use, production and illicit distribu-
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tion of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, and ap
pealing to the United Nations International Drug Control 
Programme and other competent international agencies to 
give high priority to measures designed to address this 
problem, 

Noting the increasing number of States acceding to or 
ratifying the international drug control treaties, including 
those that have become States parties to the United Nations 
Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances of 1988,86 

Taking note of United Nations Development Programme 
decision 9111387 concerning the allocation of resources tor 
drug abuse control and crop substitution, 

Reaffirming that all efforts to combat problems related 
to the consumption, production, manufacture and traffic in 
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances and the flow 
of money related to these activities should be accompanied 
by effective measures to promote the economic and social 
development of affected States, 

Recalling its resolution 44/142 of 15 December 1989, in 
which it requested the Secretary-General to undertake a 
study on the economic and social consequences of illicit 
traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, and 
section II of its resolution 45/149 of 18 December 1990, 
in which it invited the Commission on Narcotic Drugs to 
study the recommendations and conclusions contained in 
the report of the Intergovernmental Expert Group to Study 
the Economic and Social Consequences of Illicit Traffic in 
Drugs,88 

Regretting that, owing to its heavy workload, the Com
mission on Narcotic Drugs at its thirty-fourth session could 
not undertake a thorough and extensive examination of the 
recommendations and conclusions contained in the report 
of the Intergovernmental Expert Group, 

Bearing in mind that the Commission on Narcotic Drugs 
has decided to consider the recommendations of the Inter
governmental Expert Group, together with the comments 
of the Executive Director of the United Nations Interna
tional Drug Control Programme and to report on its con
sideration to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh ses
sion, through the Economic and Social Council, 

Noting with interest the reports of the Secretary
General,89 

I 

INTERNATIONAL ACTION TO COMBAT DRUG ABUSE AND 
ILLICIT TRAFFICKING 

I. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary-General;89 

2. Strongly condemns the crime of drug trafficking in 
all its forms and urges continued commitment and effec
tive international action to combat it, in keeping with 
the principle of shared responsibility and with full respect 
for national sovereignty and the cultural identity of 
States; 

3. Urges Governments and organizations to adhere to 
the principles set forth in the Declaration adopted by the 
International Conference on Drug Abuse and Illicit Traf
ficking82 and the Political Declaration adopted by the Gen
eral Assembly at its seventeenth special session,81 and to 
implement the recommendations contained in the Compre
hensive Multidisciplinary Outline of Future Activities in 
Drug Abuse Control83 and in the Global Programme of 
Action;81 

4. Requests the United Nations International Drug 
Control Programme to implement the mandates and recom
mendations contained in the Comprehensive Multidiscipli
nary Outline of Future Activities in Drug Abuse Control 
and the Global Programme of Action, particularly those 
pertaining to demand reduction, treatment and social rein
tegration of drug addicts, reduction in supply, eradication 
and substitution of illicit crops, integrated rural develop
ment, educational programmes, expanded opportunities for 
trade and investment, including international cooperation 
to facilitate the marketing of substitute crops, elimination 
of illicit trafficking, interdiction, supervision and control 
of precursors and essential chemicals, money-laundering 
and problems of licit producers; 

5. Welcomes the initiatives of the United Nations In
ternational Drug Control Programme aimed at promoting 
and supporting subregional programmes, as envisaged in 
the Global Programme of Action, and urges concerned 
Governments to cooperate with the United Nations Inter
national Drug Control Programme and among themselves 
in implementing subregional strategies; 

6. Welcomes also the new arrangements for inter
agency cooperation, including the designation of focal 
points throughout the United Nations system, which 
should enhance the implementation of the United Nations 
System-Wide Action Plan on Drug Abuse Control;90 

7. Notes with appreciation that the Governing Council 
of the United Nations Development Programme has al
ready allocated some resources under Special Programme 
Resources for the promotion of drug abuse control during 
the fifth programming cycle; 

8. Supports the master-pian approach to drug control 
programmes at the national and regional levels that is being 
promoted by the United Nations International Drug Con
trol Programme; 

9. Notes with satisfaction increased international ac
tion for demand reduction, including the development by 
the United Nations International Drug Control Programme 
of the International Drug Abuse Assessment System, and 
requests that appropriate attention be given to treatment 
and rehabilitation in all related activities; 

I 0. Endorses the proposal of the Commission on 
Narcotic Drugs that the Executive Director of the United 
Nations International Drug Control Programme should 
develop proposals for a five-year plan to implement the 
Global Programme of Action, in the context of the United 
Nations Decade against Drug Abuse, 1991-2000, giving 
priority to the themes selected by the Commission at its 
thirty-fourth session; 

II. Welcomes the appointment of a Coordinator for the 
United Nations Decade against Drug Abuse, 1991-2000, 
invites the Coordinator to promote and monitor interna
tional efforts for the Decade, and requests the Commission 
on Narcotic Drugs, through the Economic and Social 
Council, to keep the General Assembly informed of devel
opments in this area; 

12. Expresses its satisfaction with initiatives to im-· 
prove the functioning and impact of the network of re
gional meetings of heads of national drug law enforcement 
agencies, which, together with the Subcommission on Il
licit Traffic and Related Matters in the Near and Middle 
East, constitute effective mechanisms against the illicit 
traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances: 
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13. Considers that analyses should be made of the 
methods and routes used for transit traffic of illicit narcotic 
drugs and psychotropic substances, with a view to estab
lishing a system that would enhance the interdiction capa
bility of States along such routes; 

14. Emphasizes the connection between the illicit pro
duction and supply of, demand for, sale of and traffic and 
transit in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances and 
the economic, social and cultural conditions of the coun
tries affected and that solutions to these problems must 
take into account the differences and diversity of the prob
lem in each country; 

15. Calls upon the international community to provide 
increased international economic and technical coopera
tion to Governments, at their request, in support of pro
grammes for the substitution of illicit crops by means of 
integrated rural development and alternative development 
programmes that respect fully the jurisdiction and sover
eignty of countries and the cultural traditions of peoples; 

16. Encourages all countries to take action to prevent 
the illicit arms trade by which weapons are provided to 
drug traffickers; 

17. Welcomes the trend towards ratification and imple
mentation of the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 
1961 ,91 that Convention as amended by the 1972 Proto
col,92 the Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 
1971 93 and th'e United Nations Convention against Illicit 
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 
1988;86 

18. Requests the United Nations International Drug 
Control Programme, in its activities to promote the imple
mentation of the United Nations Convention against Illicit 
Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances, 
and in its work generally, to deal specifically with all as
pects of money-laundering and recommend measures that 
would facilitate regional and international cooperation in 
this area; 

19. Stresses the need for effective action to prevent the 
diversion for illicit purposes of precursors and other 
chemicals, materials and equipment frequently used in the 
illicit manufacture of narcotic drugs and psychotropic sub
stances; 

20. Commends the International Narcotics Control 
Board for its valuable work in monitoring production and 
distribution of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances 
so as to limit their use to medical and scientific purposes, 
and for implementing its additional responsibilities under 
the United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in 
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances; 

21. Urges Member States to increase substantially 
their voluntary contributions to the Fund of the United 
Nations International Drug Control Programme to enable 
it to expand further its programmes; 

22. Requests that adequate financial and human re
sources be allocated to the United Nations International 
Drug Control Programme to enable it to discharge its 
mandate; 

23. Requests the Secretary-General to report on the im
plementation of topics raised in the present section to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session, under the 
item entitled "Narcotic drugs". 

II 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONSEQUENCES OF ILLICIT TRAF
FICKING IN NARCOTIC DRUGS AND PSYCHOTROPIC SUB
STANCES 

I. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General94 

on action taken to date to implement section II of General 
Assembly resolution 451149; 

2. Reiterates its invitation to the Commission on Nar
cotic Drugs and takes note of the decision of the Commis
sion to consider, at its thirty-fifth session in 1992, the rec
ommendations of the Intergovernmental Expert Group to 
Study the Economic and Social Consequences of Illicit 
Traffic in Drugs, together with the comments of the Ex
ecutive Director of the United Nations International Drug 
Control Programme with a view to recommending appro
priate follow-up activity; 

3. Requests the Commission on Narcotic Drugstore
port on this issue to the General Assembly at its forty
seventh session, through the Economic and Social Council, 
under the item entitled "Narcotic drugs". 

74th plenary meeting 
/6 December /99/ 

46/104. United Nations International Drug Control 
Programme 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 451179 of21 December 1990, by 
which it requested the Secretary-General to create a single 
drug control programme to be called the United Nations 
International Drug Control Programme, based at Vienna, 
and to integrate fully therein the structures and the func
tions of the Division of Narcotic Drugs of the Secretariat, 
the secretariat of the International Narcotics Control Board 
and the United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control with 
the objective of enhancing the effectiveness and efficiency 
of the United Nations structure for drug control in keeping 
with the functions and mandates of the United Nations in 
this field, 

Recalling also the Political Declaration and the Global 
Programme of Action adopted on 23 February 1990 at its 
seventeenth special session,81 

Emphasizing that the problem of drug abuse and illicit 
trafficking has to be considered within the broader eco
nomic and social context, 

Reaffirming the importance of the role of the United 
Nations International Drug Control Programme as the main 
focus for concerted international action for drug abuse 
control, 

Underlining the role of the Commission on Narcotic 
Drugs as the principal United Nations policy-making body 
on drug control issues, and endorsing paragraph I (c) of 
Economic and Social Council resolution 1991/38 of 21 
June 1991, 

Reaffirming the importance of the full technical inde
pendence of the International Narcotics Control Board in 
accordance with article 9, paragraph 2, of the Single Con
vention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 ,91 and endorsing Eco
nomic and Social Council resolution 1991/48 of 21 June 
1991 approving administrative arrangements between the 
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Board and the United Nations International Drug Control 
Programme to ensure this independence, 

Recognizing that international cooperation against illicit 
trafficking should be pursued in full conformity with the 
principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations 
and the principles of international law, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 
on the measures taken to implement resolution 45/179 on 
the enhancement of the United Nations structure for drug 
abuse control,95 

Noting that in the consideration of the programme 
budget proposals submitted by the Secretary-General for 
the biennium 1992-199396 full account should be taken of 
the measures proposed pursuant to resolution 45/179, 

Commending the United Nations International Drug 
Control Programme for the activities undertaken so far in 
the performance of the functions entrusted to it, 

l. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the 
Secretary-General on the measures taken to implement 
resolution 45/179 on the enhancement of the United Nations 
structure for drug abuse control;95 

2. Welcomes the integration of the structures and func
tions of the Division of Narcotic Drugs, the secretariat of 
the International Narcotics Control Board and the United 
Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control into a single inter
national drug control programme based at Vienna; 

3. Emphasizes the need for the Executive Director of 
the United Nations International Drug Control Programme 
to have the necessary degree of managerial flexibility to 
discharge effectively and expeditiously the functions of the 
Programme under the terms ofUnited Nations treaties and 
resolutions relating to international drug control, while rec
ognizing that the Programme is now a part of the United 
Nations Secretariat; 

4. Requests that the restructuring process envisaged in 
resolution 45/179 and in the present resolution be com
pleted as soon as possible so that the United Nations Inter
national Drug Control Programme can fulfil its mandates 
with enhanced effectiveness and efficiency; 

5. Endorses Economic and Social Council resolution 
1991/38, which calls on the Commission on Narcotic Drugs 
to give policy guidance to the United Nations International 
Drug Control Programme and to monitor its activities; 

6. Urges the United Nations International Drug Con
trol Programme to give special emphasis to the implemen
tation of those issues from the Global Programme of Ac
tion identified as priorities by the Commission on Narcotic 
Drugs in its resolution 2 (XXXIV) adopted at its thirty
fourth session;85 

7. Requests the Executive Director of the United Na
tions International Drug Control Programme, in accord
ance with the authority delegated to him by the Secretary
General, to coordinate and provide effective leadership for 
all United Nations drug control activities, in order to en
sure coherence of actions within the Programme as well as 
coordination, complementarity and non-duplication of 
such activities across the United Nations system, and in 
this context actively to seek cooperation and support for a 
global approach from other international organizations, 
non-governmental organizations, bilateral programmes and 
national institutions; 

8. Strongly urges all Governments to provide the full
est possible financial and political support to the United 

Nations International Drug Control Programme, in particu
lar by increasing the extrabudgetary contributions to the 
Programme, with a view to expanding and strengthening 
its operational activities and technical cooperation in par
ticular with developing countries; 

9. Endorses the proposal of the Secretary-General to 
place the financial resources of the existing United Nations 
Fund for Drug Abuse Control under the direct responsibil
ity of the Executive Director of the United Nations Inter
national Drug Control Programme as a fund for financing 
operational activities, mainly in developing countries; 

I 0. Emphasizes that, in accordance with established 
United Nations priorities as contained in the medium-term 
plan for the period 1992-199797 adequate resources should 
be allocated so as to enable the United Nations Interna
tional Drug Control Programme to carry out its activities 
and fulfil the functions assigned to it by resolution 45/179 
and by other relevant General Assembly and Economic and 
Social Council resolutions; 

II. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on measures 
taken to implement the present resolution. 

74th plenary meeting 
16 December 1991 

46/105. Enlargement of the Executive Committee of 
the Programme of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 

The General Assembly, 

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolutions 
1991/l of 23 May 1991 and 1991/63 of 26 July 1991 on 
the enlargement of the Executive Committee of the Pro
gramme of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees, 

Taking note also of the note verbale dated 27 September 
1990 from the Permanent Representative of Ethiopia to the 
United N ations98 and the note verbale dated 23 May 1991 
from the Permanent Representative of Hungary to the 
United Nations,99 addressed to the Secretary-General, re
garding the enlargement of the Executive Committee. 

l. Decides to increase the membership of the Execu
tive Committee of the Programme of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees from forty-four to forty
six States; 

2. Requests the Economic and Social Council ~o elect 
the two additional members at its resumed organizational 
session in 1992. 

74th plenary meeting 
16 December 1991 

46/106. Office of the United Nations High Commis
sioner for Refugees 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees on the activities of the Office 
of the High Commissioner,100 as well as the report of the 
Executive Committee of the Programme of the High Com
missioner on the work of its forty-second session,101 and 
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taking note of the statement made by the High Commis
sioner on 7 November 1991,102 

Recalling its resolutions 451140 A and B of 14 Decem
ber 1990, 

Reaffirming the purely humanitarian and non-political 
character of the activities of the Office of the High Com
missioner, as well as the fundamental importance of the 
High Commissioner's international protection function 
and the need for States to cooperate with the High Com
missioner in the exercise of this primary and essential re
sponsibility, 

Welcoming the High Commissioner's commitment to 
address refugee situations through a threefold strategy con
sisting of the enhancement of the emergency preparedness 
and response mechanisms of the Office of the High Com
missioner, the concerted pursuit of the preferred durable 
solution of voluntary repatriation and the promotion of 
solutions through preventive measures, 

Noting with satisfaction that one hundred and nine 
States are now parties to the 1951 Convention103 and/or the 
1967 Protocol104 relating to the Status of Refugees, 

Welcoming the valuable support extended by Govern
ments to the Office of the High Commissioner in the dis
charge of its humanitarian tasks, 

Bearing in mind that the relationship between human 
rights and refugee flows merits further consideration, 

Noting with concern that despite developments that offer 
hope for solutions to refugee problems, the number of refu
gees and displaced persons of concern to the Office of the 
High Commissioner has increased and their protection con
tinues to be seriously jeopardized in many situations as a 
result of non-admission, expulsion, refoulement and unjus
tified detention, as well as other threats to their physical 
security, dignity and well-being, and lack of respect for 
fundamental human rights, 

Welcoming the commitment of the Office of the High 
Commissioner to improving the situation of refugee 
women and children, who represent the majority of refugee 
populations and who, in many cases, are exposed to a variety 
of difficult situations affecting their physical and legal pro
tection, as well as their psychological and material well
being, 

Conscious of the link between international protection 
and resettlement as an instrument of protection and of the 
need for the international community to continue to pro
vide adequate resettlement places for those refugees for 
whom no other durable solution is in sight, 

Commending those States that, despite severe economic 
and development challenges of their own, continue to ad
mit large numbers of refugees and displaced persons of 
concern to the Office of the High Commissioner into their 
territories, and emphasizing the need to share the burden 
of these States to the maximum extent possible through in
ternational assistance, including development-oriented 
assistance, 

Commending the Office of the High Commissioner and 
its staff for the dedicated manner in which they discharge 
their responsibilities, and paying special tribute to those 
staff members who have lost their lives in the course of 
their duties, 

I. Strongly reaffirms the fundamental nature of the 
function of the Office of the United Nations High Com
missioner for Refugees to provide international protection 

and the need for States to cooperate fully with the Office 
in fulfilling this function, in particular by acceding to and 
fully and effectively implementing the relevant interna
tional and regional refugee instruments; 

2. Recognizes the need to keep issues related to refu
gees, asylum-seekers and other migratory flows firmly on 
the international political agenda, especially the question 
of solution-oriented approaches to deal with today's refu
gee problems; 

3. Recognizes also that the current size and complexity 
of the world refugee situation require vigorous promotion 
of existing protection principles, as well as full and open 
debate on new directions for protection and on further de
velopment of the law in this area, paying particular atten
tion to the responsibilities of States to resolve refugee situ
ations and, especially with respect to countries of origin, 
to address and try to eradicate causes of refugee flows; 

4. Calls upon all States to refrain from taking meas
ures that jeopardize the institution of asylum, in particular 
by returning or expelling refugees and asylum-seekers 
contrary to the fundamental prohibitions against these 
practices, and urges States to ensure fair and efficient de
termination procedures and to continue to give humane 
treatment and to grant asylum to refugees; 

5. Condemns all violations of the rights and safety of 
refugees and asylum-seekers, in particular those perpe
trated by military or armed attacks against refugee can1ps 
and settlements and forced recruitment into armed forces; 

6. Recognizes that growing misuse of asylum proce
dures could compromise the institution of asylum and the 
maintenance of fair and efficient refugee status determina
tion procedures, and endorses the general conclusion on in
ternational protection, in particular in relation to refugee 
status determination, adopted by the Executive Committee 
of the Programme of the United Nations High Commis
sioner for Refugees at its forty-second session;10s 

7. Endorses the conclusion on refugee children 
adopted by the Executive Committee of the Programme of 
the High Commissioner at its forty-second session,106 in
cluding the decision to establish a new post of coordinator 
for refugee children within the Office of the High Com
missioner; 

8. Commends the High Commissioner on the Guide
lines on the Protection of Refugee Women,76 which pro
vide a practical means of ensuring the protection of refugee 
women, including the delivery of appropriate assistance 
programmes, and calls upon States, relevant agencies of 
the United Nations system and other organizations, whether 
governmental, intergovernmental or non-governmental, to 
implement the Guidelines; 

9. Stresses the overriding importance of attaining durable 
solutions to refugee problems and, in particular, the need 
to address in this process the root causes of refugee move
ments, and calls upon the High Commissioner actively to 
explore new options for preventive strategies that are con
sistent with protection principles, as well as ways in which 
State responsibility and burden-sharing mechanisms might 
be strengthened; 

I 0. Underlines strongly State responsibility, particu
larly as it relates to the countries of origin, including ad
dressing root causes, facilitating voluntary repatriation of 
refugees and the return, in accordance with international 
practice, of their nationals who are not refugees; 
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11. Urges an States and relevant organizations to sup
port the Office of the High Commissioner in its efforts to 
search for durable solutions to the problem of refugees and 
displaced persons of concern to the Office, primarily 
through voluntary repatriation; 

12. Acknowledges that at present there are important 
opportunities for resolving long-standing refugee situ
ations and welcomes the intention of the High Commis
sioner to reinforce the efforts of the Office to encourage 
and promote voluntary repatriation of refugees and their 
safe reintegration in the countries of origin; 

13. Recognizes the importance of pursuing resettle
ment as a last resort where no other durable solutions are 
available and the need for States to respond rapidly and 
with flexibility to evolving situations where resettlement 
is required to ensure the protection of the refugees con
cerned; 

14. Welcomes the initiatives taken by the High Com
missioner to enhance the capacity of the Office to respond 
to emergencies and, taking into account current delibera
tions on a United Nations system-wide response, encour
ages the High Commissioner to continue to work closely 
with other United Nations agencies, as wen as other or
ganizations, whether governmental, intergovernmental or 
non-governmental, to assure a coordinated and effective 
response to emergency humanitarian situations of a com
plex and protracted nature, and calls upon Governments to 
assist in implementing these initiatives; 

15. Endorses the decision of the Executive Committee 
of the Programme of the High Commissioner at its forty
second session concerning inter-agency cooperation107 and 
calls upon the High Commissioner to sustain her efforts in 
this area so that the multifaceted needs of refugees, return
ees, displaced persons and their host communities might 
be better addressed, in particular through development in
itiatives by relevant United Nations agencies and pro
grammes; 

16. E.xpresses deep appreciation for the valuable ma
terial and humanitarian response of receiving countries, in 
particular those developing countries that, despite limited 
resources, continue to admit large numbers of refugees and 
asylum-seekers on a permanent or temporary basis; 

17. Urges the international community, including non
governmental organizations, in accordance with the prin
ciple of international solidarity and in the spirit of burden
sharing, to continue to assist the countries referred to in 
paragraph 16 above and the High Commissioner in order 
to enable them to cope with the additional burden that the 
care for refugees and asylum-seekers represents; 

18. Calls upon all Governments and other donors to 
contribute to the High Commissioner's programmes and, 
taking into account the need to achieve greater burden
sharing among donors, to assist the High Commissioner in 
securing additional and timely income from traditional 
governmental sources, other Governments and the private 
sector in order to ensure that the needs of refugees, return
ees and displaced persons of concern to the Office of the 
High Commissioner are met. 

74th plenary meeting 
16 December I 991 

46/107. International Conference on Central Ameri
can Refugees 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 42/l of 7 October 1987, 42/ll 0 

of 7 December 1987, 42/204 of ll December 1987, 42/231 
of 12 May 1988, 43/118 of 8 December 1988, 44/139 of 
15 December 1989 and 45/141 of 14 December 1990, 

Recalling also that the International Conference on Cen
tral American Refugees is related to the initiative of the 
Central American Presidents expressed in the procedures 
for the establishment of a firm and lasting peace in Central 
America concluded at the Esquipulas II summit meeting in 
August 1987,108 as indicated in the San Salvador commu
nique on the Central Amelican refugees, of 9 September 
1988,1°9 

Recognizing the importance and validity of the Declara
tion and the Concerted Plan of Action in favour of Central 
American Refugees, Returnees and Displaced Persons, 
adopted at the International Conference on Central Ameri
can Refugees held at Guatemala City from 29 to 3 l May 
1989110 and the Declaration of the First International Meet
ing of the Follow-Up Committee of the Conference,l 11 es
pecially the framework contained in the Concerted Plan of 
Action, 

Noting with satisfaction the concerted efforts being 
made by the Central American countries, Belize and Mex
ico to find lasting solutions to the problems of the refugees, 
returnees and displaced persons in implementing the aims 
and objectives of the Concerted Plan of Action as an inte
gral part of efforts to achieve a stable and lasting peace and 
democratization of the region, 

Welcoming the substantial progress in the peace process 
in El Salvador, whereby efforts are being made to consult 
with all national sectors, the peace dialogue in Guatemala 
and the progress being made in Nicaragua in the implemen
tation of its national reconciliation policy and in assistance 
to the uprooted populations, which continues to encourage 
movements of voluntary repatriation and settlement of in
ternally displaced persons, 

Recognizing the substantial support that, inter alia, the 
Secretary-General, the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, the United Nations Develop
ment Programme, the donor community and national and 
international non-governmental organizations have given 
the Conference since its inception, 

Convinced that peace, liberty, development and democ
racy are essential in order to solve the problems of up
rooted populations in the region, 

l. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Genera1,1 12 

and the relevant sections of the report of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees; 113 

2. Welcomes with satisfaction the outcome of the meet
ings of the Follow-Up Committee of the International Con
ference on Central American Refugees, held at San Jose on 
2 and 3 April 1991, at San Pedro S ula, Honduras, from 17 
to 19 June 1991, at Tegucigalpa on 13 and 14 August 1991 
and at Managua on 25 and 26 October 1991; 

3. Urges the Central American countries, Belize and 
Mexico to continue to implement and follow up the pro
grammes benefiting refugees, returnees and displaced per
sons in accordance with their national development plans; 

4. Reaffirms its com:iction that the voluntary repatria-
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tion of refugees and the return of displaced persons to their 
countries or communities of origin is one of the most posi
tive signs of the progress of peace in the region; 

5. Expresses its conviction that the processes of return 
to and reintegration in the countries and communities of 
origin should take place in conditions of dignity and secu
rity and with the necessary guarantees to ensure that the 
affected populations are included in the respective national 
development plans; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General, the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the 
United Nations Development Programme and other organs 
of the United Nations system to continue their support for 
and involvement in the planning, implementation, evalu
ation and follow-up of the programmes generated through 
the Conference process; 

7. Welcomes with satisfaction the progress made in the 
implementation of the Development Programme for Dis
placed Persons, Refugees and Repatriated Persons, and 
urges the Central American countries to continue their 
determined support to ensure that the Programme achieves 
its aims; 

8. Appeals to the international community, particularly 
to the donor community, to continue and to strengthen their 
support for the Conference and to continue complying with 
the financing offered so as to be able effectively to achieve 
the goals and objectives of the Concerted Plan of Action, 
and to consolidate the progress made thus far in humani
tarian assistance to refugees and repatriated and displaced 
persons of the region; 

9. Supports the special attention that the Central 
American countries, Belize and Mexico are giving to the 
particular needs of refugee, repatriated and displaced 
women and children and to the measures being adopted 
to protect and improve the environment and to preserve 
ethnic and cultural values; 

10. Also supports the decision of the Central American 
countries, Belize and Mexico to convene the second inter
national meeting of the Follow-Up Committee of the Con
ference at San Salvador in March 1992, for the purpose of 
evaluating the progress made thus far in the implementa
tion of the Concerted Plan of Action and to define ways of 
improving its application; 

II. Supports the initiative of the Governments of the 
countries of Central America, Belize and Mexico to extend 
the duration of the Conference process as long as may be 
necessary, in the light of the new needs that have emerged 
following the changes in the region; 

12. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session a report on 
the implementation of the present resolution. 

74th plenary meeting 
16 December 1991 

46/108. Assistance to refugees, returnees and dis
placed persons in Africa 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 45/139 of 14 December 1990 on 

emergency humanit.:'lrian assistance to Liberian refugees 
and displaced persons, as well as its resolutions 45/154 on 
assistance to refugees in Somalia, 45/156 on assistance to 

voluntary returnees and displaced persons in Chad, 45/157 
on humanitarian assistance to refugees and displaced per
sons in Djibouti, 451159 on assistance to refugees and dis
placed persons in Malawi, 45/160 on the situation of refu
gees in the Sudan, 45/161 on assistance to refugees and 
returnees in Ethiopia, 45/171 on assistance to student refu
gees in southern Africa, all of 18 December 1990, and reso-· 
lution 45/137 on the International Conference on the Plight 
of Refugees, Returnees and Displaced Persons in Southern 
Africa of 14 December 1990, 

Having considered the reports of the Secretary-General 114 

and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu
gees.'oo 

Bearing in mind that the affected countries are least de
veloped countries, 

Convinced of the necessity of strengthening the capacity 
within the United Nations system for the implementatiOn 
and the overall coordination of relief programmes for refu
gees, returnees and displaced persons, 

Welcoming the prospects for voluntary repatriation and 
durable solutions across the continent, 

Recognizing the need for States of origin to create con
ditions conducive to voluntary repatriation, 

Noting with appreciation the commitment of the coun
tries concerned to do their utmost to facilitate the provision 
of assistance to the affected populations and to take the 
necessary measures in this regard, 

Realizing the importance of assisting the host countries, 
in particular those countries that have been hosting refu
gees for a longer time, to remedy environmental deteriora
tion and the negative impact on public services and the 
development process, 

Recognizing the catalytic role the High Commissioner 
plays, together with the international community and de
velopment agencies, in the promotion of humanitarian aid 
and development with a view to finding durable and lasting 
solutions for refugees, returnees and displaced persons, 

Deeply concerned about the critical humanitarian situ
ation in countries in the Horn of Africa and other African 
countries, caused by drought, conflict and population 
movements, 

Welcoming the establishment by the Secretary-General 
of an office for the Special Emergency Programme for the 
Hom of Africa and its efforts to coordinate needs assess
ment and to mobilize resources, 

Taking into account the consolidated inter-agency ap
peal for the Special Emergency Programme for the Hom 
of Africa, 

Bearing in mind the necessity of facilitating the work of 
humanitarian organizations in the Hom of Africa, in par
ticular in the supply of food, medicine and health care to 
refugees, returnees and displaced persons, 

Deeply concerned by the incessant inflow of externally 
displaced persons and refugees, which has added consid
erably to the burden already being carried by Djibouti in 
respect of refugees in the country, whose combined num
ber now stands at over ninety thousand, 

Noting that according to the situation report No. I of 
l October 1991 issued by the office for the Special Emer
gency Programme for the Hom of Africa, in Djibouti the 
ratio of refugees to nationals is nearing one to four, which 
poses a considerable burden on the country in terms of 
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security, a drain on economic resources and pressure on 
social services, given the alarming number of externally 
displaced persons and refugees and the size of the country 
and its population, 

Bearing in mind that the majority of externally displaced 
persons and refugees in Djibouti are concentrated in the 
country's main urban centres and aware of all the implica
tions thereof, 

Recognizing the influxes of refugees and voluntary re
turnees and the presence of displaced persons in Ethiopia, 

Deeply concerned about the massive presence of refu
gees, voluntary returnees and displaced persons in Ethiopia 
and the enormous burden this has placed on the country's 
infrastructure and meagre resources, 

Deeply concerned also about the grave consequences 
this situation has entailed for Ethiopia's capability to grap
ple with the effects of the prolonged drought and rebuild 
the country's economy, 

Aware of the heavy burden placed on the Government 
of Ethiopia and of the need for immediate and adequate 
assistance to refugees, voluntary returnees, displaced per
sons and victims of natural disasters, 

Aware also of the burden placed on the Government of 
Kenya because of the recent influx of refugees from So
malia and Ethiopia, 

Recognizing the etTorts that have been made by the Gov
ernment of Kenya with the assistance of the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and bi
lateral donors to deal with this emergency situation, and 
the need for further assistance to over forty-eight thousand 
refugees still in Kenya, 

Deeply concerned about the tragic impact that the civil 
war in Somalia has had on the lives of its people, affecting 
four to five million people who are either refugees in 
neighbouring countries or internally displaced and are in 
need of urgent humanitarian assistance, 

Welcoming the High Commissioner's initial repatriation 
plan and aware that thousands of Somali refugees who are 
at present in other neighbouring countries, as well as inter
nally displaced persons who wish to return to their homes 
of origin, require a planned and integrated international 
assistance programme designed to cover their basic needs, 

Equally concerned about the plight of Ethiopian refu
gees remaining in Somalia who urgently need international 
assistance for their voluntary repatriation to their country 
of origin, 

Deeply convinced that it is necessary that humanitarian 
assistance to Somali refugees, returnees and displaced per
sons be mobilized urgently and delivered without delay in 
view of the gravity of the situation, 

Noting with appreciation that the Sudan has hosted, over 
an extended period of time, more than seven hundred and 
eighty thousand refugees, and that the country received an 
additional influx of nearly one hundred thousand Ethiopian 
refugees in May 1991,115 notwithstanding the consequent 
heavy burden shouldered by the people and the Govern
ment of the Sudan and in spite of the prevailing economic 
difficulties of the country, 

Recognizing the efforts of the Government of the Sudan, 
the Government of Ethiopia and the Office of the High 
Commissioner to organize the voluntary repatriation of the 
Ethiopian refugees despite the serious financial and logis
tical problems, 

Emphasizing the need to help refugees by implementing 
the projects for refugee aid and development in refugee
affected areas of the Sudan in accordance with resolution 
45/160, 

Considering that the difficulties of repatriation and re
integration of returnees and relocation of displaced persons 
are aggravated by natural disasters and that the process 
poses serious humanitarian, social and economic problems 
to the Government of Chad, 

Cognizant of the appeal to Member States and intergov
ernmental and non-governmental organizations to continue 
to provide the necessary assistance to the Government of 
Chad to alleviate its problems and improve its abilities to 
implement the programme of repatriation, reintegration 
and relocation of voluntary returnees and displaced persons, 

Noting with appreciation the continuing mediatory ef
forts of the Economic Community of West African States 
to find a peaceful solution to the Liberian crisis and the 
important decisions reached at the meeting held at 
Yamoussoukro, Cote d'Jvoire, on 30 October 1991, which 
could lead to a final settlement, 

Bearing in mind the findings and recommendations con
tained in the report of the Secretary-General on emergency 
humanitarian assistance to Liberian refugees and displaced 
persons,116 particularly the need to continue emergency re
lief operations pending a comprehensive needs-assessment 
mission to all parts of Liberia, which will result in a unified 
appeal and a concerted plan of action for the relief and 
rehabilitation of Liberia, 

Recognizing the increasing number of voluntary return
ees to Liberia and the enormous burden this has placed on 
the country's infrastructure and fragile economy, 

Concerned that despite the efforts made to provide the 
necessary material and financial assistance for the Liberian 
refugees and for the relocation of displaced persons, the 
situation still remains precarious and has serious implica
tions for the long-term development process of Liberia, as 
well as for those West African countries hosting Liberian 
refugees, 

Recognizing the heavy burden placed on the people and 
Government of Malawi and the sacrifices they are making 
in caring for the refugees, given the country's limited so
cial services and infrastructure, and the need for adequate 
international assistance to enable them to continue their 
efforts to provide assistance to the refugees, 

Gravely concerned about the continuing serious social 
and economic impact of the massive presence of these refu
gees, as well as its far-reaching consequences for the coun
try's long-term development process. 

Bearing in mind the findings and recommendations of 
the inter-agency mission to Malawi,117 particularly on the 
need to strengthen the country's socio-economic infra
structure in order to enable it to provide for the immediate 
humanitarian relief requirements of the refugees, as well 
as the long-term national development needs of the coun
try, 

Recognizing the need to view refugee-related develop
ment projects within local and national development plans, 

Convinced that there is an urgent need for the interna
tional community to extend maximum and concerted as
sistance to southern African countries sheltering refugees, 
returnees and displaced persons and also to highlight the 
plight of these persons, 
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Welcoming with appreczatwn the fact that the High 
Commissioner has continued in 1990 and 1991 to organize 
and implement programmes for educational and other 
appropriate assistance for student refugees in the southern 
African region, 

Expressing its appreciation to the Governments of 
Botswana, Lesotho, Mozambique, Swaziland, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe for the cooperation that they have extended to 
the High Commissioner on matters concerning the welfare 
of student refugees, 

I. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary-Generai1 14 

and the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees; 100 

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General, 
the High Commissioner, donor countries and intergovern
mental and non-governmental organizations for their as
sistance in mitigating the plight of the large number of 
refugees, returnees and displaced persons; 

3. Commends the Governments concerned for provid
ing assistance to refugees, returnees and displaced persons 
and their efforts to promote voluntary repatriation and 
other measures taken in order to find appropriate and last
ing solutions; 

4. Expresses deep concern at the serious and far-reach
ing consequences of the massive presence of refugees and 
displaced persons in the countries concerned and the im
plications for their long-term socio-economic development; 

5. Expresses the hope that additional resources will be 
made available for general refugee programmes to keep 
pace with refugee needs; 

6. Appeals to Member States, international organiza
tions and non-govemmental organizations to provide ade
quate material, financial and technical assistance for relief 
and rehabilitation programmes for the large number of 
refugees, voluntary returnees and displaced persons and 
victims of natural disasters; 

7. Calls upon the Secretary-General and the High Com
missioner to continue their efforts to mobilize humani
tarian assistance for the relief, repatriation, rehabilitation and 
resettlement of refugees, returnees and displaced persons; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his ef
forts to mobilize adequate financial and material assistance 
for the full implementation of ongoing projects in rural and 
urban areas affected by the presence of refugees, returnees 
and displaced persons; 

9. Reque~ts the High Commissioner to continue her 
efforts with the appropriate United Nations agencies and 
intergovernmental, governmental and non-governmental 
organizations in order to consolidate and increase essential 
services to refugees, returnees and displaced persons; 

I 0. Requests the Secretary-General to study and assess 
the environmental and socio-economic impact of the pro
longed presence of refugees in the host countries with a 
view to rehabilitating those areas; 

I l. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a com
prehensive and consolidated report on the implementation 
of the present resolution to the General Assembly at its 
forty-seventh session, under the sub-item entitled "Ques
tions relating to refugees, returnees and displaced per
sons", and an oral report to the Economic and Social Coun
cil at its regular session of 1992. 

74th plenary meeting 
16 December 1991 

46/110. United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of 
Torture 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling article 5 of the Universal Declaration of Hu
man Rights,8 which states that no one shall be subjected 
to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment, 

Recalling also the Declaration on the Protection of All 
Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel, 
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,118 

Recalling with satisfaction the entry into force on 26 
June 1987 of the Convention against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, 119 

Recalling its resolution 36/151 of 16 December 1981, in 
which it noted with deep concern that acts of torture took 
place in various countries, recognized the need to provide 
assistance to the victims of torture in a purely humanitarian 
spirit and established the United Nations Voluntary Fund 
for Victims of Torture, 

Alarmed at the widespread occurrence of torture and 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punish
ment, 

Convinced that the struggle to eliminate torture includes 
the provision of assistance in a humanitarian spirit to the 
victims and members of their families, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,120 

I. Expresses its gratitude and appreciation to the Gov
ernments, organizations and individuals that have already 
contributed to the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Vic
tims of Torture; 

2. Calls upon all Governments. organizations and in
dividuals in a position to do so to respond favourably to 
requests for initial as well as further contributions to the 
Fund; 

3. Invites Governments to make contributions to the 
Fund, preferably on a regular basis, in order to enable the 
Fund to provide continuous support to projects that depend 
on recurrent grants; 

4. Expresses its appreciation to the Governments that 
pledged a contribution to the Fund at the 1991 United 
Nations Pledging Conference for Development Activities; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to in
clude the Fund on an annual basis among the programmes 
for which funds are pledged at the United Nations Pledging 
Conference for Development Activities; 

6. Expresses its appreciation to the Board of Trustees 
of the Fund for the work it has carried out; 

7. Also expresses its appreciation to the Secretary
General for the support given to the Board of Trustees of 
the Fund by carrying out its decisions on an increasing 
number of projects; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General to make use of all 
existing possibilities, including the preparation, production 
and dissemination of information materials, to assist the 
Board of Trustees of the Fund in its efforts to make the 
Fund and its humanitarian work better known and in its 
appeal for contributions. 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 
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46/111. Effective implementation of international 
instruments on human rights, including re
porting obligations under international in
struments on human rights 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 45/85 of 14 December 1990, as 

well as its other relevant resolutions, 
Taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 

1991/20 of 1 March 1991 38 and recalling Economic and So
cial Council decision 1990/226 of 25 May 1990, by which 
the Council approved the recommendations of the Task 
Force on Computerization for computerizing the human 
rights treaty system, 121 

Reaffirming that the effective implementation of 
United Nations instruments on human rights is of major 
importance to the efforts made by the Organization, pursu
ant to the Charter of the United Nations and to the Univer
sal Declaration of Human Rights,8 to promote universal re
spect for and observance of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, 

Considering that the effective functioning of treaty bod
ies established pursuant to United Nations instruments on 
human rights is indispensable for the full and effective im
plementation of such instruments, 

Expressing concern about the continuing and increasing 
backlog of reports on implementation by States parties of 
United Nations instruments on human rights and about de
lays in consideration of reports by the treaty bodies, 

Expressing further concern about the non-fulfilment by 
many States parties of their financial obligation under the 
relevant United Nations instruments on human rights, 

Reaffirming its responsibility to ensure the proper func
tioning of treaty bodies established pursuant to instruments 
adopted by the General Assembly and, in this connection, 
further reaffirming the importance of: 

(a) Ensuring the effective functioning of systems of 
periodic reporting by States parties to these instruments; 

(b) Securing sufficient financial resources to overcome 
existing difficulties with the effective functioning of treaty 
bodies; 

(c) Addressing the question of reporting obligations 
and that of financial implications whenever elaborating 
any further instruments on human rights; 

Recalling the conclusions and recommendations of the 
second meeting of persons chairing the human rights treaty 
bodies, held at Geneva from 10 to 14 October 1988,122 and 
the endorsement of the recommendations aimed at stream
lining, rationalizing and otherwise improving reporting 
procedures by the General Assembly in its resolution 
44/135 of I 5 December 1989 and the Commission on Hu
man Rights in its resolution 1989/47 of 6 March 1989,36 

Taking note of the reports of the Secretary-GeneraJI23 on 
progress achieved in enhancing the effective functioning 
of the treaty bodies, pursuant, inter alia, to the conclusions 
and recommendations of the second meeting of persons 
chairing the human rights treaty bodies, 

Taking particular note of the conclusions and recom
mendations of the third meeting of persons chairing the 
human rights treaty bodies, held at Geneva from I to 5 Oc
tober 1990,124 

Welcoming the study125 on possible long-term ap
proaches to enhancing the effective operation of existing 

and prospective bodies established under United Nations 
instruments on human rights, prepared by an independent 
expert, pursuant to the above-mentioned resolutions, 

Welcoming also the report of the Secretary-GeneraJI26 

examining the financial, legal and other implications of 
providing full funding for the operation of all human rights 
treaty bodies, 

1. Endorses the conclusions and recommendations of 
the meetings of persons chairing the human rights treaty 
bodies aimed at streamlining, rationalizing and otherwise 
improving reporting procedures, and supports the continu
ing efforts in this connection by the treaty bodies and the 
Secretary-General within their respective spheres of com
petence; 

2. Once again expresses its satisfaction with the study 
by the independent expert on possible long-term ap
proaches to enhancing the effective operation of existing 
and prospective bodies established under United Nations 
instruments on human rights, which contains several rec
ommendations on reporting and monitoring procedures. 
servicing and financing of supervisory bodies and long
term approaches to human rights standard-setting and im
plementation mechanisms, and which was presented to the 
Commission on Human Rights for detailed consideration 
at its forty-sixth session; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to give high prionty 
to establishing a computerized database to improve the et: 
ficiency and effectiveness of the functioning of the treaty 
bodies; 

4. Again urges States parties to make every effort to 
meet their reporting obligations and to contribute, indi
vidually and through meetings of States parties, to identi
fying and implementing ways of further streamlining and 
improving reporting procedures as well as enhancing co
ordination and information flow between the treaty bodies 
and with relevant United Nations bodies, including special
ized agencies; 

5. Welcomes the emphasis placed by the meetings of 
persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies and by the 
Commission on Human Rights on the importance of tech
nical assistance and advisory services and, further to this 
end: 

(a) Endorses the request of the Commission that the 
Secretary-General report regularly to it on possible techni
cal assistance projects identified by the treaty bodies; 

(b) Invites the treaty bodies to give priority attention 
to identifying such possibilities in the regular course of 
their work of reviewing the periodic reports of States par
ties; 

6. Endorses the recommendations of the meetings of 
persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies on the need 
to ensure financing and adequate staffing resources for the 
operations of the treaty bodies and, with this in mind: 

(a) Reiterates its request that the Secretary-General re
view the need for adequate staffing resources in regard to 
the various treaty bodies; 

(b) Requests that the Secretary-General report on this 
question to the Commission on Human Rights at its forty
eighth session and to the General Assembly at its forty
seventh session; 

7. Calls upon all States parties to meet fully and with
out delay their financial obligations under the relevant in· 
struments on human rights, and requests the Secretary-
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General to consider ways and means of strengthening col
lection procedures and making them more effective; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General, as a matter of pri
ority, to consider administrative and budgetary measures 
to alleviate the current financial difficulties of the treaty 
bodies and thus guarantee their regular functioning and to 
report on these measures to the Commission on Human 
Rights at its forty-eighth session; 

9. Emphasizes that any administrative and budgetary 
measures shall be provided without prejudice to the duty 
of States parties under United Nations human rights instru
ments to meet all their current and outstanding financial 
obligations pursuant to such instruments; 

I 0. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session a further re
port examining the financial, legal and other implications 
of providing full funding for the operation of all human 
rights treaty bodies; 

II. Invites the States parties to the International Con
vention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Dis
crimination2 and the Convention against Torture and Other 
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment119 

to consider, as a matter of priority, all possible measures 
for meeting the costs of implementing these treaties on a 
viable, guaranteed basis, including the amendment of the 
funding provisions of these treaties; 

12. Endorses the recommendation, made in October 
1990, of the third meeting of persons chairing the human 
rights treaty bodies, that the General Assembly should take 
appropriate measures to ensure the financing of each ofthe 
committees from the United Nations regular budget; 127 

13. Requests the Secretary-General to take appropriate 
steps in order to finance the biennial meetings of persons 
chairing the human rights treaty bodies from resources 
available from the regular budget of the United Nations; 

14. Decides to give priority consideration at its forty
seventh session to the conclusions and recommendations 
of the meetings of persons chairing human rights treaty 
bodies, in the light of the deliberations of the Commission 
on Human Rights, under the item entitled "Human rights 
questions". 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/112. Implementation of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 44/25 of 20 November 1989, by 

which it adopted the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, 

Recalling also its resolutions 45/104 of 14 December 
1990 and 451217 of 21 December 1990, and Commission 
on Human Rights resolution 1990174 of 7 March 1990,37 

and taking note of Commission resolution 1991152 of 
6 March 1991 ,38 

Reaffirming that the rights of children require special 
protection and call for continuous improvement of the situ
ation of children all over the world, as well as for their 
development and education in conditions of peace and 
security, 

Profoundly concerned that the situation of children in 

many parts of the world remains critical as a result of in
adequate social and economic conditions, natural disasters, 
armed conflicts, exploitation, illiteracy, hunger and dis
ability, and convinced that urgent and effective national 
and international action is called for, 

Mindful of the important role of the United Nations Chil
dren's Fund and of the United Nations in promoting the 
well-being of children and their development, 

Convinced that the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, as a standard-setting accomplishment of the United 
Nations in the field of human rights, makes a positive con
tribution to protecting the rights of children and ensuring 
their well-being, 

Bearing in mind the successful conclusion of the World 
Summit for Children, held in New York on 29 and 30 Sep
tember 1990, in particular the adoption of the World Dec
laration on the Survival, Protection and Development of 
Children, 56 while emphasizing the need for implementation 
of the Plan of Action for Implementing the World Decla
ration on the Survival, Protection and Development of 
Children in the l990s,56 and stressing the necessity to en
sure follow-up to the Summit at the national and inter
national levels, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 
on the status of the Convention,128 

Bearing in mind that the Committee on the Rights of the 
Child held its f1rst session from 30 September to 18 Octo
ber 1991, 

Encouraged by the fact that an unprecedented number 
of States have to date become signatories and parties to the 
Convention, thereby demonstrating the widespread com
mitment that exists to strive for the promotion and protec
tion of the rights of the child, 

I. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the 
Secretary-General on the status of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child; 128 

2. Recalls with deep satisfaction the entry into force of 
the Convention on 2 September 1990 as a major step in 
international efforts to promote universal respect for and 
observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms; 

3. Expresses its satisfaction at the number of States 
that have signed, ratified or acceded to the Convention 
since it was opened for signature, ratification and accession 
on 26 January 1990; 

4. Calls upon all States that have not done so to sign, 
ratify or accede to the Convention as a matter of priority; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all facili
ties and assistance necessary for the dissemination of in
formation on the Convention and its implementation, with 
a view to promoting further ratification of or accession to 
the Convention; 

6. Emphasizes the importance of the strictest compli
ance by States parties with their obligations under the Con
vention; 

7. Recognizes the important role of the Committee on 
the Rights of the Child in overseeing the effective imple
mentation of the provisions of the Convention; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure the provi
sion of appropriate staff and facilities so that the functions 
of the Committee may be carried out effectively; 

9. Supports the organization of the future work of the 
Committee on the basis of two sessions annually, each for 
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a duration of two or three weeks, and the establishment of 
a pre-sessional working group for a preliminary review of 
reports from States parties; 

l 0. Decides to take appropriate action at its forty
seventh session on the recommendations of the Committee 
in its biennial report to be submitted to the General Assem
bly, through the Economic and Social Council, pursuant to 
article 44, paragraph 5, of the Convention; 

11. Invites the Secretary-General to convene a brief 
meeting of the States parties to the Convention, preferably 
during the forty-seventh session, to determine the duration 
of the future meetings of the Committee, prior to the con
sideration of the question by the Assembly; 

12. Requests the Secretary-General to consider favour
ably the possibility of enabling a working group of the 
whole of the Committee to meet in 1992, as recommended 
by the Committee;129 

13. Invites United Nations bodies and organizations, as 
well as intergovernmental and non-governmental organiza
tions, to intensify their efforts with a view to disseminating 
information on and promoting understanding of the Con
vention; 

14. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session a report on 
the status of the Convention on the Rights of the Child; 

15. Decides to consider the report of the Secretary
General at its forty-seventh session under the item entitled 
"Human rights questions". 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/113. International covenants on human rights 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 45/135 of 14 December 1990 

and taking note of Conunission on Human Rights resolu
tion 1991/16 of22 February 1991,38 

Mindful that the International Covenants on Human 
Rights26 constitute the first all-embracing and legally bind
ing international treaties in the field of human rights and, 
together with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,8 

form the core of the International Bill of Human Rights, 
Considering that the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 

adoption of the Covenants on 16 December 1991 provides 
an appropriate occasion to focus on the fundamental im
portance and special status of these basi.c human rights in
struments of the United Nations, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-Generai1 30 

on the status of the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocols to the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 

Noting the entry into force on 11 July 1991 of the Sec
ond Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights, aiming at the abolition of the 
death penalty,131 

Noting, in this regard, that a number of States Members 
of the United Nations have yet to become parties to the 
International Covenants on Human Rights, 

Recalling the International Covenant on Economic, So
cial and Cultural Rights26 and the International Covenant 

on Civil and Political Rights,26 and reaffirming that all 
human rights and fundamental freedoms are indivisible 
and interrelated and that the promotion and protection of 
one category of rights should never exempt or excuse 
States from the promotion and protection of the other 
rights, 

Recognizing the important role of the Human Rights 
Committee in the implementation of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional 
Protoc.ols thereto,132 

Also recognizing the important role of the Committee on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in the implementa
tion of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, 

Welcoming the submission to the General Assembly of 
the annual report of the Human Rights Committee 113 and 
the report of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cul
tural Rights on its fifth session,134 

Considering that the effective functioning of treaty bod
ies established in accordance with the relevant provisions 
of international instruments on human rights plays a fun
damental role and hence represents an important continu
ing concern of the United Nations, 

Noting with satisfaction the ongoing efforts of the Human 
Rights Committee and the Committee on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights to improve their methods of work, 

Noting with concern the critical situation with regard to 
overdue reports from States parties to the International 
Covenants on Human Rights. 

I. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the 
Human Rights Committee on its fortieth, forty-first and 
forty-second sessions; 133 

2. Also takes nvte with appreciation of the report of the 
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights on its 
fifth session, 134 including its suggestions and recommenda
tions; 

3. Expresses its satisfaction with the serious and con
structive manner in which both Committees are carrying 
out their function; 

4. Urges States parties to the International Covenants 
on Human Rights to pay active attention to the protection 
and promotion of civil and political rights, as well as eco
nomic, social and cultural rights, taking into consideration 
their indivisible and interrelated character and the fact that 
the promotion and protection of one category of rights 
should never exempt or excuse States from the promotion 
and protection of the other rights; 

5. Urges those States parties to the International Cove
nant on Civil and Political Rights that have been requested 
by the Human Rights Committee to provide additional in
formation to comply with that request; 

6. Also urges States parties to fulfil their reporting ob
ligations under the International Covenants on Human 
Rights; 

7. Notes with satisfaction that the majority of States 
parties to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights and an increasing number of States parties to the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights have been represented by experts in the presentation 
oft~eir _report_s, thereby assisting the respective monitoring 
bodies m their work, and hopes that all States parties to 
both CovenaP'" will arrange such rerresentntion in the 
future; 
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8. Again urges all States that have not yet done so to 
become parties to the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights and the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights and to consider acceding to 
the Optional Protocols to the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights; 

9. Invites the States parties to the International Cove
nant on Civil and Political Rights to consider making the 
declaration provided for in article 41 of the Covenant; 

l 0. Emphasizes the importance of the strictest compli
ance by States parties with their obligations under the In
ternational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Politi
cal Rights and, where applicable, the Optional Protocols to 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; 

ll. Stresses the importance of avoiding the erosion of 
human rights by derogation, and underlines the necessity 
of strict observance of the agreed conditions and proce
dures for derogation under article 4 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, bearing in mind the 
need for States parties to provide the fullest possible infor
mation during states of emergency, so that the justification 
for and appropriateness of measures taken in these circum
stances can be assessed; 

12. Appeals to States pru1ies to the Covenant'> that have 
exercised their sovereign right to make reservations in ac
cordance with relevant rules of international law to con
sider whether any such reservations should be reviewed; 

13. Urges Smtes parties to the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the specialized 
agencies and other relevant United Nations bodies to ex
tend their full support and cooperation to the Committee 
on Economic, Social ru1d Cultural Rights; 

14. Requests the Secretary-General to keep the Human 
Rights Committee a11d the Committee on Economic, Social 
rutd Cultural Rights informed of the relevant activities of 
the other treaty bodies, the Commission on Human Rights, 
the functional commissions concerned, the Subcommis
sion on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Mi
norities and, as appropriate, the specialized agencies, and 
also to transmit the annual reports of the Human Rights 
Committee and the Committee on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights to those bodies; 

15. Also requests the Secretary-General to ensure that 
the Centre for Human Rights of the Secretariat effectively 
assists the Human Rights Committee and the Committee 
on Economic, Social a11d Cultural Rights in the implemen
tation of their respective ma~~dates; 

16. Again urges the Secretary-General, taking into ac
count the suggestions of the Huma11 Rights Committee, to 
take determined steps to give more publicity to the work 
of that Committee a11d, similarly, to the work of the Com
mittee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; 

17. Encourages all Governments to publish the texts 
of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and 
Politicai Rights a11d the Optional Protocols to the Interna
tional Covena11t on Ci vii a11d Political Rights in as many 
languages as possible and to distribute them and make 
them known as widely as possible in their territories; 

18. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-eighth session, under the 
item entitled "Hun.a~~ rights questions", '!port on the 

status of the International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights and the Optional Protocols to the In
ternational Covenant on Civil a11d Political Rights. 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/114. International Convention on the Protection of 
the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Mem
bers of Their Families 

The General Assembly, 
Reaffirming once more the permanent validity of the 

principles and standards set forth in the basic instruments 
regarding the international protection of human rights, in 
particular in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights/ 
the International Covenants on Human Rights/6 the Inter
national Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination,2 the Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, 54 and the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, 135 

Bearing in mind the principles and standards established 
within the framework of the International Labour Organi
sation and the importance of the task carried out in con
nection with migrant workers and members of their fami
lies in other specialized agencies and in various organs of 
the United Nations, 

Reiterating that in spite of the existence of an already 
established body of principles and standards, there is a 
need to make further efforts to improve the situation and 
ensure the human rights a11d dignity of all migrant workers 
a11d members of their families, 

Recalling its resolution 45/158 of 18 December 1990, in 
which it adopted a!ld opened for signature, ratification and 
accession the International Convention on the Protection 
of the Rights of All Migra~~t Workers and Members of 
Their Families, 

l. Recalls with satisfaction the adoption at its forty
fifth session of the International Convention on the Protec
tion of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of 
Their Families; 

2. Takes note of the note by the Secretary-General on 
the implementation of the Convention; 136 

3. Calls upon all Member States to consider signing 
a11d ratifying or acceding to the Convention as a matter of 
priority, and expresses the hope that it will enter into force 
at a11 early date; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all facili
ties and assistance necessary for the promotion of the Con
vention, through the World Public Information Campaign 
on Huma11 Rights a11d the programme of advisory services 
in the tield of human rights; 

5. Invites United Nations agencies and orga~~izations, 
as well as intergovernmental and non-governmental or
ganizations, to intensify their efforts with a view to dis
seminating information on and promoting understanding of 
the Convention; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session a report on 
the status of the Convention; 

7, Decides to consider the report of the Secretary-General 
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at its forty-seventh session under the sub-item entitled "Im
plementation of human rights instruments". 

75th plenary meeting 
1 7 December 1991 

46/llS. Non-discrimination and protection of minori
ties 

The General Assembly, 
Reaffirming that one of the main purposes of the United 

Nations, as proclaimed in the Charter of the United Nations, 
is to achieve international cooperation in promoting and 
encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental 
freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, lan
guage or religion, 

Noting the importance of the effective implementation 
of international human rights instruments with regard to 
the rights of persons belonging to national, ethnic, linguis
tic and religious minorities, 

Welcoming the increased attention given by the human 
rights treaty bodies to the non-discrimination and protec
tion of minorities, 

Aware ofthe provisions of article 27 ofthe International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights26 concerning the 
rights of persons belonging to ethnic, religious or linguistic 
minorities, 

Considering that the United Nations has an important 
role to play regarding the protection of minorities, 

Bearing in mind the work done so far within the United 
Nations system, in particular by the Commission on Hu
man Rights and the Subcommission on Prevention of Dis
crimination and Protection of Minorities, 

Noting the important achievements in this regard in 
regional, subregional and bilateral frameworks, which can 
provide a useful source of inspiration for future United 
Nations activities, 

Stressing the need to ensure for all, without discrimina
tion of any kind, full enjoyment of human rights and fun
damental freedoms and, in particular, to accomplish the 
elaboration of a draft declaration on the rights of persons 
belonging to national, ethnic, religious and linguistic mi
norities, 

Recalling its decision 45/434 of 18 December 1990 and 
taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 
1991/61 of6 March 1991,38 as well as Economic and So
cial Council resolution 1991/30 of3l May 1991, in which 
the Council authorized the holding of an intersessional ses
sion of the open-ended working group of the Commission 
on Human Rights to enable the working group to complete 
its second reading of the draft declaration on the rights of 
persons belonging to national, ethnic, religious and linguis
tic minorities, with a view to submitting the text to the 
Commission at its forty-eighth session, 

I. Encourages the Commission on Human Rights to 
complete the final text of the draft declaration on the rights 
of persons belonging to national, ethnic, religious and lin
guistic minorities as soon as possible and to transmit it for 
adoption to the General Assembly, through the Economic 
and Social Council; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to inform the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session of the work done 

by the Commission on Human Rights with regard to the 
draft declaration; 

3. Decides to keep the issue of the elaboration of the 
draft declaration on its agenda under the item entitled 
"Human rights questions". 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/116. World Conference on Human Rights 

The General Assembly, 
Mindful of the goal of the United Nations to promote 

and encourage respect for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, Ian· 
guage or religion, as set out in the Charter of the United 
Nations and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,8 

Recognizing that all human rights and fundamental free
doms are indivisible and interrelated and that the promo
tion and protection of one category of rights should never 
exempt or excuse States from the promotion and protection 
of another, 

Noting that violations of human right..<; and fundamental 
freedoms continue to occur, 

Bearing in mind that all Member States have pledged 
themselves to achieve the promotion of universal respect 
for and observance of human rights and fundantental free
doms in conformity with relevant articles of the Charter, 

Noting the progress made by the United Nations towards 
this goal and the fact that there are areas in which further 
progress should be made, 

Recalling its resolution 45/155 of 18 December 1990 in 
which it decided, inter alia, to convene at a high level a 
World Conference on Human Rights in 1993 and to estab
lish a Preparatory Committee for the World Conference on 
Human Rights, 

Taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 
1991/30 of 5 March 1991 entitled "World Conference on 
Human Rights",38 and in particular the recommendations 
contained in the annex to that resolution, 

Taking note also of the views and recommendations of 
Governments, specialized agencies, other international or
ganizations, concerned United Nations bodies, regional 
organizations and non-governmental organizations con· 
cemed with human rights, contained in the report of the 
Secretary-a eneral, 137 

Welcoming the appointment of the Under-Secretary
General for Human Rights as Secretary-General of the 
Conference, 

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of tht' 
Preparatory Committee for the World Conference on Human 
Rights on its frrst session; 138 

2. Expresses its appreciation to Governments, United 
Nations bodies and organs and non-governmental organi
zations for their contributions to the preparatory meetings; 

3. Decides that the Preparatory Committee, at its sec
ond session, will base the elaboration of the provisional 
agenda for tile World Conference on Human Rights in 
1993 on the objectives stated in paragraph I of resolution 
45/155; 

4. Decides, in accordance with the decisions adopted 
by the Preparatory Committee: 
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(a) (i) That the provisional agenda for the Confer
ence and the documentation related thereto 
shall be taken up by the Preparatory Commit
tee at its second session; 

(ii) That the draft rules of procedure for the Con
ference shall be taken up by the Preparatory 
Committee at its second session; 

(iii) That the Conference shall be convened at 
Berlin, for a period of two weeks in 1993; 

(iv) That the Secretary-General shall give the Con
ference and the preparatory process thereto 
the widest possible publicity and ensure full 
coordination of public information activities 
in the area of human rights within the United 
Nations system; 

(b) That the Preparatory Committee shall meet for 
three further sessions at Geneva, twice in 1992 and once 
in 1993, the next session to last two weeks and the two 
further sessions one to two weeks each, if necessary, and 
decides also that no more than two meetings shall take 
place simultaneously during the sessions ofthe Preparatory 
Committee and that no inter-sessional working group shall 
be established; 

(c) To reiterate its invitation for contributions of ex
trabudgetary resources to meet the costs of participation of 
representatives of the least developed countries in the pre
paratory meetings, including regional meetings, and the 
Conference itself, and to request the Secretary-General to 
intensify his efforts in this regard; 

(d) That, in accordance with the objectives and provi
sions of General Assembly resolution 45/155, regional 
meetings shall be convened for each region that so desires 
within the institutional framework or with the assistance of 
the regional commissions and that these meetings shall be 
financed as part of the preparatory work for the Confer
ence, as recommended by the Commission on Human 
Rights in paragraph 8 of the annex to its resolution 
1991/30; 

(e) To request the Secretary-General to prepare the 
following documentation as soon as possible and to report 
to the Preparatory Committee at its next session on the 
progress made in this regard: 

(i) A limited number of short, analytical and action
oriented studies on issues referred to in paragraph 
I of General Assembly resolution 45/155 and 
Commission on Human Rights resolution 
1991/30, in particular, paragraph 2 of the annex 
thereto, bearing in mind documentation prepared 
for, as well as statements made at, the first session 
of the Preparatory Committee; 

(ii) Reports of meetings that have been organized 
under the auspices of the United Nations human 
rights programme pursuant to General Assembly 
resolution 45/155; 

(iii) A reference guide to all United Nations studies 
and reports on human rights or related aspects; 

(iv) An update of the publication entitled United 
Nations Action in the Field of Human Rights; 

(v) An update of the publications entitled Human 
Rights: A Compilation of International Instru
ments and Human Rights: Status of International 
Instruments, including also texts of regional in
struments on human rights; 

and to note that the Preparatory Committee decided that 
the experts and consultants employed for this purpose 
should be selected with due regard to equitable geographi
cal distribution; 

(f) To encourage the Chairman of the Commission on 
Human Rights, the chairmen or other designated members 
of human rights bodies, including the chairmen of bodies 
established under international human rights instruments 
or their designated representatives, as well as special rap
porteurs and the chairmen or designated members of work
ing groups, to participate as observers, as appropriate, in 
the work of the Preparatory Committee and the Confer
ence; 

5. Renews its reque.st to Governments, the specialized 
agencies, other international organizations, concerned 
United Nations bodies, regional organizations and non
governmental organizations concerned with human rights 
to assist the Preparatory Committee and to undertake re
views and submit recommendations concerning the Con
ference and the preparations therefor to the Preparatory 
Committee through the Secretary-General and to partici
pate actively in the Conference; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to encourage initia
tives at the national, regional and international levels de
signed to make the Conference process a success; 

7. Also requests the Secretary-General to provide the 
Preparatory Committee with all necessary assistance; 

8. Requests the Preparatory Committee to report to 
the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the 
progress of its work. 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December /991 

46/117. Alternative approaches and ways and means 
within the United Nations system for improv
ing the effective enjoyment of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling that in the Charter of the United Nations the 

peoples of the United Nations declared their determination 
to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dig
nity and worth of the human person and in the equal rights 
of men and women and of nations large and small and to 
employ international machinery for the promotion of the 
economic and social advancement of all peoples, 

Recalling also the purposes and principles of the Charter 
to achieve international cooperation in solving interna
tional problems of an economic, social, cultural or humani
tarian character and in promoting and encouraging respect 
for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all 
without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion, 

Emphasizing the significance and validity of the Univer
sal Declaration of Human Rights8 and of the International 
Covenants on Human Rights26 in promoting respect for and 
observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

Recalling its resolution 32/130 of 16 December 1977, in 
which it decided that the approach to future work within 
the United Nations system with respect to human rights 
questions should take into account the concepts set forth 
in that resolution, 

Noting with concern that many of the prindples en unci-
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ated in resolution 32/130 have not yet been taken under 
consideration by the international community with all the 
necessary dynamism and objectivity, 

Emphasizing the special importance of the purposes and 
principles proclaimed in the Declaration on the Right to 
Development, contained in the annex to its resolution 
41/128 of4 December 1986, 

Recalling its resolutions concerning the right to devel
opment, and also its resolution 45/155 of 18 December 
1990, in which it decided that one of the objectives of the 
World Conference on Human Rights to be held in 1993 
would be to examine the relation between development and 
the enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights as 
well as civil and political rights, recognizing the impor
tance of creating the conditions whereby everyone may 
enjoy those rights, 

Taking into account the final documents of the Ninth 
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non
Aligned Countries, held at Belgrade from 4 to 7 September 
1989,20 

Reiterating that the right to development is an inalien
able human right and that equality of development oppor
tunities is a prerogative both of nations and of individuals 
within nations, 

Expressing its particular concern about the progressive 
worsening of living conditions in the developing world and 
the negative impact thereof on the full enjoyment of human 
rights, and especially about the very serious economic situ
ation of the African continent and the disastrous effects of 
the heavy burden of the external debt for the peoples of 
Africa, Asia and Latin America, 

Reiterating its profound conviction that all human rights 
and fundamental freedoms are indivisible and interdepen
dent and that equal attention and urgent consideration 
should be given to the implementation, promotion and pro
tection of civil and political rights and of economic, social 
and cultural rights, 

Deeply convinced that today more than ever, economic 
and social development and human rights are complemen
tary elements leading to the same goal, that is, the mainte
nance of peace and justice among nations as the foundation 
for the ideals of freedom and well-being to which mankind 
aspires, 

Reiterating that cooperation among all nations on the 
basis of respect for the independence, sovereignty and ter
ritorial integrity of each State, including the right of every 
people to choose freely its own socio-economic and politi
cal system, is essential for the promotion of peace and de
velopment, 

Convinced that the primary aim of such international co
operation must be the achievement by all human beings of 
a life of freedom and dignity and freedom from want, 

Considering that the efforts of the developing countries 
for their own development should be supported by an in
creased flow of resources and by the adoption of appropri
ate and substantive measures for creating an external envi
ronment conducive to such development, 

l. Reiterates its request that the Commission on Hu
man Rights should continue its current work on overall 
analysis with a view to further promoting and strengthen
ing human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the 
question of the programme and working methods of the 
Commission, and on the overall analysis of the alternative 

approaches and ways and means for improving the ·effec
tive enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms 
in accordance with the provisions and ideas set forth in 
General Assembly resolution 32/130; 

2. Affirms that a primary aim of international coopera
tion in the field of human rights is a life of freedom, dignity 
and peace for all peoples and for every human being, that 
all human rights and fundamental freedoms are indivisible 
and interrelated and that the promotion and protection of 
one category of rights should never exempt or excuse 
States from promoting and protecting the others; 

3. Reaffirms that equal attention and urgent considera
tion should be given to the implementation, promotion and 
protection of civil and political rights and of economic, 
social and cultural rights; 

4. Reiterates once again that the international commu
nity should accord, or continue to accord, priority to the 
search for solutions to mass and flagrant violations of 
human rights of peoples and individuals affected by situ
ations such as those mentioned in paragraph I (e) of Gen
eral Assembly resolution 32/130, paying due attention also 
to other situations of violations of human rights; 

5. Considers that the issues mentioned in paragraph 4 
above should be approached with due attention in the pre
paratory work for the World Conference on Human Rights 
so as to evaluate during the Conference the obstacles to 
achieving progress in the field of human rights; 

6. Reaffirms that the right to development is an in
alienable human right; 

7. Reaffirms also that international peace and security 
are essential elements for achieving full realization of the 
right to development; 

8. Recognizes that all human rights and fundamental 
freedoms are indivisible and interdependent; 

9. Considers it necessary for all Member States to pro
mote international cooperation on the basis of respect for 
the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
each State, including the right of every people to choose 
freely its own socio-economic and political system, with a 
view to solving international economic, social and humani
tarian problems; 

I 0. Urges all States to cooperate with the Commission 
on Human Rights in the promotion and protection of hu
man rights and fundamental freedoms; 

11. Reaffirms once again that, in order to facilitate the 
full enjoyment of all human rights without diminishing 
personal dignity, it is necessary to promote the rights to 
education, work, health and proper nourishment through 
the adoption of measures at the national level, including 
those that provide for the right of workers to participate in 
management, as well as the adoption of measures at the 
international level, entailing a restructuring of existing in
ternational economic relations; 

12. Decides that the approach to future work within the 
United Nations system on human rights matters should 
also take into account the content of the Declaration on the 
Right to Development and the need for the implementation 
thereof; 

13. Decides to continue its consideration of this ques
tion at its forty-seventh session. 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 
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46/118. Strengthening of the Centre for Human 
Rights of the Secretariat 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 44/135 of 15 December 1989 
and 45/180 of21 December 1990, 

Bearing in mind Commission on Human Rights resolu
tions 1989/46 of6 March 1989,36 1990/25 of27 February 
199037 and 1991123 of 5 March 1991,38 as well as Eco
nomic and Social Council resolutions 1990/47 of 25 May 
1990 and 1991/3 6 of 31 May 1991, 

Recalling its resolution 45/248 B of 21 December 1990, 
in particular, section V thereof, 

Considering that the promotion of universal respect for 
and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms 
is one of the basic purposes of the United Nations en
shrined in the Charter of the United Nations and an issue 
of the utmost importance for the Organization, 

Recalling that the Secretary-General in his report on the 
work of the Organization for 1991 stated that the protection 
of human rights had become one of the keystones in the 
arch of peace, 139 

Recognizing the important role of the Centre for Human 
Rights of the Secretariat in the promotion, protection and 
implementation of human rights and the need to provide 
sufficient human resources to the Centre, particularly in 
view of the fact that its workload has greatly increased, 
while resources have failed to keep pace with the expan
sion of its responsibilities,140 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 141 

and noting that, while increased resources were accorded 
by the General Assembly by its resolution 45/248 B, sec
tion V, in response to the critical situation faced by the 
Centre for Human Rights in 1991, since then, the workload 
of the Centre, by reason of decisions of intergovernmental 
and expert bodies, inter alia, has continued to increase in 
response to strongly felt international concerns, 

Noting that the Centre for Human Rights was requested 
by the Commission on Human Rights and the Economic 
and Social Council to carry out additional mandates after 
the preparation of the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 1992-1993, 

I. Emphasizes that, when the proposed programme 
budget for the biennium 1992-1993 is reviewed, adequate 
staffing, temporary assistance and other resources should 
be allocated to the Centre for Human Rights of the Secre
tariat so as to enable it to respond to its increasing work
load and to its needs in order to carry out all the functions 
assigned to it, including those relating to the preparations 
for the World Conference on Human Rights to be held in 
1993 and the Conference itself; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that 
sufficient resources are accorded to the Centre for Hu
man Rights to enable it to carry out, in full and on time, 
all the mandates, including the additional ones, result
ing from the decisions of intergovernmental and expert 
bodies; 

3. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit an 
interim report to the Commission on Human Rights at 
its forty-eighth session and a final report to the General 
Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the developments 
relating to the activities of the Centre for Human Rights 

and on the measures taken to implement the present reso
lution. 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 199 I 

46/119. The protection of persons with mental illness 
and the improvement of mental health care 

The General Assembly, 
Mindful of the provisions of the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights,8 the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights,26 the International Covenant on Eco
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights26 and other relevant in
struments, such as the Declaration on the Rights of Dis
abled Persons 142 and the Body of Principles for the 
Protection of All Persons under Any Form of Detention or 
Imprisonment,143 

Recalling its resolution 33/53 of 14 December 1978. in 
which it requested the Commission on Human Rights to 
urge the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination 
and Protection of Minorities to undertake, as a matter of 
priority, a study of the question of the protection of those 
detained on the grounds of mental ill-health, with a view 
to formulating guidelines, 

Recalling also its resolution 45/92 of 14 December 
1990, in which it welcomed the progress made by the 
working group of the Commission on Human Rights in 
elabomting a draft body of principles for the protection of 
persons with mental illness and for the improvement of 
mental health care on the basis of a draft submitted to the 
Commission by the Subcommission on Prevention of Dis
crimination and Protection of Minorities, 

Taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 
1991/46 of 5 March 1991 ,38 in which the Commission en
dorsed the draft body of principles that had been submitted 
to it by the working group and decided to transmit it, as 
well as the report of the working group, to the General 
Assembly, through the Economic and Social Council, 

Taking note aiso of Economic and Social Council reso
lution 1991/29 of31 May 1991, in which the Council de
cided to submit the draft body of principles and the report 
of the working group to the General Assembly, 

Taking note further ofthe recommendations of the Com
mission on Human Rights in its resolution 1991/46 and of 
the Economic and Social Council in its resolution 1991/29 
that, on the adoption by the General Assembly of the draft 
body of principles, the full text thereof should be given the 
widest possible dissemination and that the introduction to 
the body of principles should at the same time be published 
as an accompanying document for the benefit of Govern
ments and the public at large, 

Taking note of the note by the Secretary-General,144 the 
annex to which contains the draft body of principles and 
the introduction to the body of principles, 

I. Adopts the Principles for the Protection of Persons 
with Mental Illness and for the Improvement of Mental 
Health Care, the text of which is contained in the annex to 
the present resolution; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to include the text 
of the Principles, together with the introduction, in the next 
edition of the publication entitled Human Rights: A Com
pilation of International Instruments; 
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3. Requests the Secretary-General to give the Princi
ples the widest possible dissemination and to ensure that 
the introduction is published at the same time as an accom
panying document for the benefit of Governments and the 
public at large. 

ANNEX 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

Principles for the Protection or Persons wttb Mental Dlness and for 
the Improvement or Mental Health Care 

Application 

The present Principles shall be applied without discrimination on any 
grounds, such as disability, race, colour, sex, language, religion, political 
or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, legal or social status, 
age, property or birth. 

Definitions 

In the present Principles: 

(a) "Counsel" means a legal or other qualified representative; 

(b) "Independent authority" means a competent and independent 
authority prescribed by domestic law; 

(c) "Mental health care" includes analysis and diagnosis of a person's 
mental condition, and treatment, care and rehabilitation for a mental illness 
or suspected mental ill ness; 

(d) "Mental health facility" means any establishment, or any unit of an 
establishment, which as its primary function provides mental health care; 

(e) "Mental health practitioner" means a medical doctor, clinical psy· 
chologist, nurse, social worker or other appropriately trained and qualified 
person with specific skills relevant to mental health care; 

(f) "Patient" means a person receiving mental health care and includes 
all persons who are admitted to a mental health facility; 

(g) "Personal representative" means a person charged by law with the 
duty of representing a patient's interests in any specified respect or of ex
ercising specified rights on the patient's behalf, and includes the parent or 
legal guardian of a minor unless otherwise provided by domestic law; 

(h) "The review body" means the body established in accordance with 
principle 17 to review the involuntary admission or retention of a patient 
in a mental health facility. 

Genera/limitation clause 

The exercise of the rights set forth in the present Principles may be sub· 
ject only to such limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary to 
protect the health or safety of the person concerned or of others, or other· 
wise to protect public safety, order, health or morals or the fundamental 
rights and freedoms of others. 

PRINCIPLE I 

Fundamental freedoms and basic rights 

I. All persons have the right to the best available mental health care, 
which shall be part of the health and social care system. 

2. All persons with a mental illness, or who are being treated as such 
persons, shall be treated with humanity and respect for the inherent dignity 
of the human person. 

3. All persons with a mental illness, or who are being treated as such 
persons, have the right to protection from economic, sexual and other 
forms of exploitation, physical or other abuse and degrading treatment. 

4. There shall be no discrimination on the grounds of mental illness. 
"Discrimination" means any distinction, exclusion or preference that has 
the effect of nullifying or impairing equal enjoyment of rights. Special 
measures solely to protect the rights, or secure the advancement, of persons 
with mental illness shall not be deemed to be discriminatory. Discrimina
tion does not include any distinction, exclusion or preference undertaken 
in accordance with the provisions of the present Principles and necessary 
to protect the human rights of a person with a mental illness or of other 
individuals. 

5. Every person with a mental illness shall have the right to exercise 
all civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights as recognized in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,8 the International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,26 the International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights26 and in other relevant instruments, such as the 
Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons142 and the Body of Princi· 
pies for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of Detention or 
lmprisonment.143 

6. Any decision that, by reason of his or her mental illness, a person 
lacks legal capacity, and any decision that, in consequence of such inca
pacity, a personal representative shall be appointed, shall be made only 
after a fair bearing by an independent and impartial tribunal established 
by domestic law. The person whose capacity is at issue shall be entitled 
to be represented by a counsel. If the person whose capacity is at issue 
does not himself or herself secure such representation, it shall be made 
available without payment by that person to the extent that he or she does 
not have sufficient means to pay for it. The counsel shall not in the same 
proceedings represent a mental health facility or its personnel and shall 
not also represent a member of the family of the person whose capacity is 
at issue unless the tribunal is satisfied that there is no conflict of interest. 
Decisions regarding capacity and the need for a personal representative 
shall be reviewed at reasonable inte!Vals prescribed by domestic law. The 
person whose capacity is at issue, his or her personal representative, if any. 
and any other interested person shall have the right to appeal to a higher 
court against any such decision. 

7. Where a court or other competent tribunal finds that a person with 
mental illness is unable to manage his or her own affairs, measures shall 
be taken, so far as is necessary and appropriate to that person's condition, 
to ensure the protection of his or her interests. 

PRINCIPLE 2 

Protection of minor·s 
Special care should be given within the purposes of the Principles and 

within the context of domestic law relating to the protection of minors to 
protect the rights of minors, including, if necessary, the appointment of a 
personal representative other than a family member. 

PRINCIPLE 3 

Life in the community 

Every person with a mental illness shall have the right to I ive and work. 
to the extent possible, in the community. 

PRINCIPLE 4 

Determination of mental illness 
I. A determination that a person has a mental illness shall be made in 

accordance with internationally accepted medical standards. 

2. A determination of mental illness shall never be made on the basis 
of political, economic or social status, or membership in a cultural, racial 
or religious group, or for any other reason not directly relevant to mental 
health status. 

3. Family or professional conflict, or non-conformity with moral, so
cial, cultural or political values or religious beliefs prevailing in a person's 
community, shall never be a determining factor in the diagnosis of mental 
illness. 

4. A background of past treatment or hospitalization as a patient shall 
not of itself justify any present or future determination of mental illness. 

5. No person or authority shall classify a person as having, or other
wise indicate that a person has, a mental illness except for purposes di· 
rectly relating to mental illness or the consequences of mental illness. 

PRINCIPLE 5 

Medical examination 
No person shall be compelled to undergo medical examination with a 

view to determining whether or not he or she has a mental illness except 
in accordance with a procedure authorized by domestic law. 

PRINCIPLE 6 

Confidemiality 

The right of confidentiality of information concerning all persons to 
whom the present Principles apply shall be respected. 

PRINCIPLE 7 

Role of community aNi culture 
I. Every patient shall have the right to be treated and cared for, as far 

as possible, in the community in which he or she lives. 

2. Where treatment takes place in a mental health facility, a patient 
shall have the right, whenever possible, to be treated near his or her home 
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or the home of his or her relatives or friends and shall have the right to 
return to the community as soon as possible. 

3. Every patient shall have the right to treatment suited to his or her 
cultural background. 

PRINCIPLE 8 

Standards of care 

I. Every patient shall have the right to receive such health and social 
care as is appropriate to his or her health needs, and is entitled to care and 
treatment in accordance with the same standards as other ill persons. 

2. Every patient shall be protected from harm, including unjustified 
medication, abuse by other patients, staff or others or other acts causing 
mental distress or physical discomfort. 

PRINOPLE 9 

Treatment 

I. Every patient shall have the right to be treated in the least restrictive 
environment and with the least restrictive or intrusive treatment appropri
ate to the patient's health needs and the need to protect the physical safety 
of others. 

2. The treatment and care of every patient shall be based on an indi
vidually prescribed plan, discussed with the patient, reviewed regularly. 
revised as necessary and provided by qualified professional staff. 

3. Mental health care shall always be provided in accordance with ap
plicable standards of ethics for mental health practitioners, including in
ternationally accepted standards such as the Principles of Medical Ethics 
relevant to the role of health personnel, particularly physicians, in the 
protection of prisoners and detainees against torture and other cruel, inhu
man or degrading treatment or punishment, adopted by the United Nations 
General Assembly.145 Mental health knowledge and skills shall never be 
abused. 

4. The treatment of every patient shall be directed towards preserving 
and enhancing personal autonomy. 

PRINOPLE 10 

Medication 

I. Medication shall meet the best health needs of the patient, shall be 
given to a patient only for therapeutic or diagnostic purposes and shall 
never be administered as a punishment or for the convenience of others. 
Subject to the provisions of paragraph 15 of principle II below, mental 
health practitioners shall only administer medication of known or demon
strated efficacy. 

2. All medication shall be prescribed by a mental health practitioner 
authorized by law and shall be recorded in the patient's records. 

PRINOPLE II 

Consent to treatment 

I. No treatment shall be given to a patient without his or her informed 
consent, except as provided for in paragraphs 6, 7, 8, 13 and 15 of the 
present principle. 

2. Informed consent is consent obtained freely, without threats or im
proper inducements, after appropriate disclosure to the patient of adequate 
and understandable information in a form and language understood by the 
patient on: 

(a) The diagnostic assessment; 

(b) The purpose, method, likely duration and expected benefit of the 
proposed treatment; 

(c) Alternative modes of treatment, including those less intrusive; 

(d) Possible pain or discomfort, risks and side-effects of the proposed 
treatment. 

3. A patient may request the presence of a person or persons of the 
patient's choosing during the procedure for granting consent. 

4. A patient bas the right to refuse or stop treatment, except as provided 
for in paragraphs 6, 7, 8, 13 and 15 of the present principle. The conse
quences of refusing or stopping treatment must be explained to the patient. 

5. A patient shall never be invited or induced to waive the right to 
informed consent. If the patient should seek to do so, it shall be explained 
to the patient that the treatment cannot be given without informed consent. 

6. Except as provided in paragraphs 7, 8, 12, 13, 14 and 15 of the 
present principle, a proposed plan of treatment may be given to a patient 

without a patient's informed consent if the following conditions are satis
fied: 

(a) The patient is, at the relevant time, held as an involuntary patient; 

(b) An independent authority, having in its possession all relevant in
formation, including the information specified in paragraph 2 of the pres
ent principle, is satisfied that, at the relevant time, the patient lacks the 
capacity to give or withhold informed consent to the proposed plan oftreat· 
ment or, if domestic legislation so provides, that, having regard to the 
patient's own safety or the safety of others, the patient unreasonably 
withholds such consent; 

(c) The independent authority is satisfied that the proposed plan of 
treatment is in the best interest of the patient's health needs. 

7. Paragraph 6 above does not apply to a patient with a personal rep
resentative empowered by law to consent to treatment for the patient; but, 
except as provided in paragraphs 12, 13, 14 and IS of the present principle, 
treatment may be given to such a patient without his or her informed con
sent if the personal representative, having been given the information des
cribed in paragraph 2 of the present principle, consents on the patient's 
behalf. 

8. Except as provided in paragraphs 12, 13, 14 and 15 of the present 
principle, treatment may also be given to any patient without the patient's 
informed consent if a quali lied mental health practitioner authorized by 
law deterntines that it is urgently necessary in order to prevent immediate 
or imminent harm to the patient or to other persons. Such treatment shall 
not be prolonged beyond the period that is strictly necessa1y for this 
purpose. 

9. Where any treatment is authorized without the patient's informed 
consent, every effort shall nevertheless be made to inform the patient about 
the nature of the treatment and any possible alternatives and to involve tbe 
patient as far as practicable in the development of the treatment plan. 

10. All treatment shall be immediately recorded in the patient's medi
cal records, with an indication of whether involuntary or voluntary. 

II. Physical restraint or involuntary seclusion of a patient shall not be 
employed except in accordance with the officially approved procedures of 
the mental health facility and only when it is the only means available to 
prevent immediate or imminent harm to the patient or others. It shall not 
be prolonged beyond the period which is strictly necessary for this pur
pose. All instances of physical restraint or involuntary seclusion, the rea
sons for them and their nature and extent shall be recorded in the patient's 
medical record. A patient who is restrained or secluded shall be kept under 
humane conditions and be under the care and close and regular supervision 
of qualified members of the staff. A personal representative, if any and if 
relevant, shall be given prompt notice of any physical restraint or invol
untary seclusion of the patient. 

12. Sterilization shall never be carried out as a treatment for mental 
illness. 

13. A major medical or surgical procedure may be carried out on a 
person with mental illness only where it is permitted by domestic law, 
where it is considered that it would best serve the health needs of the pa
tient and where the patient gives informed consent, except that, where the 
patient is unable to give informed consent, the procedure shall be author
ized only after independent review. 

14. Psychosurgery and other intrusive and irreversible treatments for 
mental illness shall never be carried out on a patient who is an involuntary 
patient in a mental health facility and, to the extent that domestic law per
mits them to be carried out, they may be carried out on any other patient 
only where the patient has given informed consent and an independent 
external body has satisfied itself that there is genuine informed consent 
and that the treatment best serves the health needs of the patient. 

15. Clinical trials and experimental treatment shall never be carried 
out on any patient without informed consent, except that a patient who is 
unable to give informed consent may be admitted to a clinical trial or given 
experimental treatment, but only with the approval of a competent, inde
pendent review body specifically constituted for this purpose. 

16. In the cases specified in paragraphs 6, 7, 8, 13, 14 and 15 of the 
present principle, the patient or his or her personal representative, or any 
interested person, shall have the right to appeal to a judicial or other inde
pendent authority concerning any treatment given to him or her. 

PRJNOPLE 12 

Notice of rights 

1. A patient in a mental health facility shall be informed as soon as 
possible after admission, in a form and a language which the patient 
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understands, of all his or her rights in accordance with tbe present Princi
ples and under domestic law, and the information shall include an expla
nation of those rights and bow to exercise them. 

2. If and for so long as a patient is unable to understand such infor
mation, the rights of the patient shall be communicated to the personal 
representative, if any and if appropriate, and to the person or persons best 
able to represent the patient's interests and willing to do so. 

3. A patient who has the necessary capacity has the right to nominate 
a person who should be informed on his or her behalf, as well as a person 
to represent his or her interests to the authorities of the facility. 

PRINCIPLE 13 

Rights and conditions in mental health facilities 

1. Every patient in a mental health facility shall, in particular, have the 
right to full respect for his or her: 

(a) Recognition everywhere as a person before the law; 

(b) Privacy; 
(c) Freedom of communication, which includes freedom to communi

cate with other persons in the facility; freedom to send and receive uncen
sored private communications; freedom to receive, in private, visits from 
a counsel or personal representative and, at all reasonable times, from other 
visitors; and freedom of access to postal and telephone services and to 
newspapers, radio and television; 

(d) Freedom of religion or belief. 

2. The environment and living conditions in mental health facilities 
shall be as close as possible to those of the normal life of persons of similar 
age and in particular shall include: 

(a) Facilities for recreational and leisure activities; 

(b) Facilities for education; 

(c) Facilities to purchase or receive items for daily living. recreation 
and communication; 

(d) Facilities, and encouragement to use such facilities, for a patient's 
engagement in active occupation suited to his or her social and cultural 
background, and for appropriate vocational rehabilitation measures to pro
mote reintegration in the community. These measures should include vo
cational guidance, vocational training and placement services to enable 
patients to secure or retain employment in the community. 

3. In no circumstances shall a patient be subject to forced labour. 
Within the limits compatible with the needs of the patient and with the 
requirements of institutional administration, a patient shall be able to 
choose the type of work he or she wishes to perform. 

4. The labour of a patient in a mental health facility shall not be ex
ploited. Every such patient shall have the right to receive the same remu
neration for any work which be or she does as would, according to 
domestic Jaw or custom, be paid for such work to a non-patient. Every 
such patient shall, in any event, have the right to receive a fair share of 
any remuneration which is paid to the mental health facility for his or her 
work. 

PRINCIPLE 14 

Resources for mental health facilities 

1. A mental health facility shall have access to the same level of re
sources as any other health establishment, and in particular: 

(a) Qualified medical and other appropriate professional staff in suf
ficient numbers and with adequate space to provide each patient with pri
vacy and a programme of appropriate and active therapy; 

(b) Diagnostic and therapeutic equipment for the patient; 

(c) Appropriate professional care; 

(d) Adequate, regular and comprehensive treatment, including sup
pi ies of medication. 

2. Every mental health facility shall be inspected by the competent 
authorities with sufficient frequency to ensure that the conditions, treat
ment and care of patients comply with the present Principles. 

PRINCIPLE 15 

Admission principles 

I. Where a person needs treatment in a mental health facility, every 
effort shall be made to avoid involuntary admission. 

2. Access to a mental health facility shall be administered in the same 
way as access to any other facility for any other illness. 

3. Every patient not admitted involuntarily shall have the right to leave 

the mental health facility at any time unless the criteria for his or her re
tention as an involuntary patient, as set forth in principle 16 below. apply, 
and he or sbe shall be informed of that right. 

PRINCIPLE 16 

Involuntary admission 

1. A person may be admitted involuntarily to a mental health facility 
as a patient or, having already been admitted voluntarily as a patient, be 
retained as ao involuntary patient in the mental health facility if, and only 
if, a qualified mental health practitioner authorized by law for that purpose 
detennines, in accordance with principle 4 above, that that person has a 
mental illness and considers: 

(a) That. because of that mental illness, there is a serious likelihood 
of immediate or imminent harm to that person or to other persons; or 

(b) That, in the case of a person whose mental illness is severe and 
whose judgement is impaired, failure to admit or retain that person is likely 
to lead to a serious deterioration in his or her condition or will prevent the 
giving of appropriate treatment that can only be given by admission to a 
mental health facility in accordance with the principle of the least restric
tive alternative. 

In the case referred to in subparagraph (b), a second such mental health 
practitioner, independent of the first, should be consulted where pos
sible. If such consultation takes place, the involuntary admission or reten
tion may not take place unless the second mental health practitioner 
concurs. 

2. Involuntary admission or retention shall initially be for a short 
period as specified by domestic law for observation and preliminary treat
ment pending review of the admission or retention by the review body. 
The grounds of the admission shall be communicated to the patient without 
delay and the fact of the admission and the grounds for it shall also be 
communicated promptly and in detail to the review body, to the patient's 
personal representative, if any. and, unless the patient objects, to the 
patient's family. 

3. A mental health facility may receive involuntarily admitted patients 
only if the facility bas been designated to do so by a competent authority 
prescribed by domestic law. 

PRINCIPLE 17 

Review body 

I. The review body shall be a judicial or other independent and im
partial body established by domestic law and functioning in accordance 
with procedures laid down by domestic law. It shall, in formulating it~ 
decisions, have the assistance of one or more qualified and independent 
mental health practitioners and take their advice into account. 

2. The initial review of the review body, as required by paragraph 2 
of principle 16 above, of a decision to admit or retain a person as an in
voluntary patient shall take place as soon as possible after that decision 
and shall be conducted in accordance with simple and expeditious proce
dures as specified by domestic law. 

3. The review body shall periodically review the cases of involuntary 
patients at reasonable intervals as specified by domestic law. 

4. An involuntary patient may apply to the review body for release or 
voluntary status, at reasonable intervals as specified by domestic law. 

5. At each review, the review body shall consider whether the criteria 
for involuntary admission set out in paragraph 1 of principle 16 above are 
still satisfied, and, if not, the patient shall be discharged as an involuntary 
patient. 

6. If at any time the mental health practitioner responsible for the case 
is satisfied that the conditions for the retention of a person as an involun
tary patient are no longer satisfied, he or she shall order the discharge of 
that person as such a patient. 

7. A patient or his personal representative or any interested person 
shall have the right to appeal to a higher court against a decision that the 
patient be admitted to, or be retained in, a mental health facility. 

PRINCIPLE 18 

Procedural safeguards 

!. The patient shall be entitled to choose and appoint a counsel to rep
resent the patient as such, including representation in any complaint pro
cedure or appeal. If the patient does not secure such services, a counsel 
shall be made availahle without payment by the patient to the extent that 
the patient lacks sutlicient means to pay. 

2. The patient sh31l also be entitled to the assistance, if ncce<sary, ..f 
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the services of an interpreter. Where such services are necessary and the 
patient does not secure them, they shall be made available without payment 
by the patient to the extent that the patient lacks sufficient means to pay. 

3. The patient and the patient's counsel may request and produce at 
any hearing an independent mental health report and any other reports and 
oral, written and other evidence that are relevant and admissible. 

4. Copies of the patient's records and any reports and documents to 
he submitted shall be given to the patient and to the patient's counsel, 
except in special cases where it is determined that a specific disclosure to 
the patient would cause serious harm to th~ patient's health or put at risk 
the safety of others. As domestic law may provide, any document not given 
to the patient should, when this can be done in confidence, be given to the 
patient's personal representative and counsel. When any part of a docu
ment is withheld from a patient, the patient or the patient's counsel, if any, 
shall receive notice of the withholding and the reasons for it and it shall 
be subject to judicial review. 

5. The patient and the patient's personal representative and counsel 
shall be entitled to attend, participate and be beard personally in any 
hearing. 

6. Iftbe patient or the patient's personal representative or counsel re
quests that a particular person be present at a hearing, that person shall be 
admitted unless it is determined that the person's presence could cause 
serious harm to the patient's health or put at risk the safety of others 

7. Any decision on whether the hearing or any part of it shall be in 
public or in private and may be publicly reported shall give full consid
eration to the patient's own wishes, to the need to respect the privacy of 
the patient and of other persons and to the need to prevent serious harm 
to the patient's health or to avoid putting at risk the safety of others. 

8. The decision arising out of the hearing and the reasons for it shall 
be expressed in writing. Copies shall be given to the patient and his or her 
personal representative and counsel. In deciding whether the decision shall 
be published in whole or in part, full consideration shall be given to the 
patient's own wishes, to the need to respect his or her privacy and that of 
other persons, to the public interest in the open administration of justice 
and to the need to prevent serious harm to the patient's health or to avoid 
putting at risk the safety of others. 

PRINCIPLE 19 

Access to informution 

I. A patient (which term in the present Principle includes a former 
patient) shall be entitled to have access to the information concerning the 
patient in his or her health and personal records maintained by a mental 
health facility. This right may be subject to restrictions in order to prevent 
serious harm to the patient's health and avoid putting at risk the safety of 
others. As domestic law may provide, any such information not given to 
the patient should, when this can be done in confidence, be given to the 
patient's personal representative and counsel. When any oft he information 
is withheld from a patient, the patient or the patient's counsel, if any, shall 
receive notice of the withholding and the reasons for it and it shall be 
subject to judicial review. 

2. Any written comments by the patient or the patient's personal rep
resentative or counsel shall, on request, be inserted in the patient's file. 

PRINCIPLE 20 

Criminal offenders 

I. The present Principle applies to persons serving sentences of im
prisonment for criminal offences, or who are otherwise detained in the 
course of criminal proceedings or investigations against them, and who 
are determined to have a mental illness or who it is believed may have 
such an ill ness. 

2. All such persons should receive the best available mental health care 
as provided in principle I above. The present Principles shall apply to them 
to the fullest extent possible, with only such limited modifications and ex
ceptions as are necessary in the circumstances. No such modifications and 
exceptions shall prejudice the persons' rights under the instruments noted 
in paragraph 5 of principle I above. 

3. Domestic law may authorize a court or other competent authority, 
acting on the basis of competent and independent medical advice, to order 
that such persons be admitted to a mental health facility. 

4. Treatment of persons determined to have a mental ill ness shall in 
all ~ircumstances be consistent with principle 11 above. 

PRINCIPLE 21 

Complaints 

Every patient and former patient shall have the right to make a complaint 
through procedures as specified by domestic law. 

PRINCIPLE 22 

Monitoring and remedies 

States shall ensure that appropriate mechanisms are in force to promote 
compliance with the present Principles, for the inspection of mental health 
facilities, for the submission, investigation and resolution of complaints 
and for the institution of appropriate disciplinary or judicial proceedings 
for professional misconduct or violation of the rights of a patient. 

PRINCIPLE 23 

Implementation 

I. States should implement the present Principles through appropriate 
legislative, judicial, administrative, educational and other measures, which 
they shall review periodically. 

2. States shall make the present Principles widely known by appropri
ate and active means. 

PRINCIPLE 24 

Scope of principles relating to mental health facilitie.< 

The present Principles apply to all persons who are admitted to a mental 
health facility. 

PRINCIPLE 25 

Saving of existing rights 

There shall be no restriction upon or derogation from any existing 
rights of patients, including rights recognized in applicable international 
or domestic law, on the pretext that the present Principles do not recognize 
such rights or that they recognize them to a lesser extent. 

46/120. Human rights in the administration of justice 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 45/166 of 18 December 1990, 
Bearing in mind the principles embodied in articles 3, 5, 

9, 10 and II of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights8 and the relevant provisions of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights26 and the Optional 
Protocols thereto, 132 in particular article 6 of the Covenant, 
which explicitly states that no one shall be arbitrarily de
prived of his life and prohibits the imposition of the death 
penalty for crimes committed by persons below eighteen 
years of age, 

Bearing in mind also the relevant principles embodied 
in the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhu
man or Degrading Treatment or Punishment' t 9 and in the 
International Convention on the Elimination of All Fonns 
of Racial Discrimination,2 

Calling attention to the numerous international stand
ards in the field of the administration of justice, such as 
the Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons 
under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment,' 43 the Dec
laration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime 
and Abuse of Powert 46 and the safeguards guaranteeing 
protection of the rights of those facing the death penalty,147 
as well as the Basic Principles on the Independence of the 
Judiciary,' 48 the Basic Principles on the Role of Law
yers,'49 the Model Agreement on the Transfer of Foreign 
Prisoners and recommendations on the treatment of foreign 
prisoners,' 48 as well as the Code of Conduct for Law Enforce
ment Officials.' 50 the Basic Principles on the Use of Force 
and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials 149 and the 
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment ofPrisoners, 151 

Recognizing the important contribution of the Commis-
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sion on Human Rights in the field of human rights in the 
administration of justice, as reflected in its resolutions 
1991/34 of 5 March 1991 on human rights in the admin
istration of justice, 1991/39 of 5 March 1991 on the in
dependence and impartiality of the judiciary, jurors 
and assessors and the independence of lawyers, 1991/43 of 
5 March 199 I on the right to a fair trial and 199 I 171 of 
6 March 1991 on summary or arbitrary executions/8 

Welcoming Commission on Human Rights resolutions 
1991/31 of 5 March 1991 on human rights and thematic 
procedures, 1991/42 of 5 March 1991 on the question of 
arbitrary detention and 1991170 of6 March 1991 on co
operation with representatives of United Nations human 
rights bodies,38 

Also welcoming Commission on Human Rights resolu
tion I 991/41 of 5 March 1991 / 8 establishing an inter
sessional working group to finalize the draft declaration on 
the protection of all persons from enforced or involuntary 
disappearances, and inviting the Commission to consider 
the revised draft declaration as a matter of high priority at 
its forty-eighth session, 

Further welcoming the recommendations contained in 
the first report of Mr. Louis Joinet152 on strengthening the 
independence of judges and lawyers and endorsed by the 
Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Pro
tection of Minorities in its resolutiOn 1991/35 of29 August 
1991,153 including those on planning and organizing advi
sory services and technical assistance, and also welcoming 
the decision of the Subcommission to entrust Mr. Joinet 
with the preparation of a further report, 

Welcoming the further progress achieved by the Sub
cormnission on the subject of compensation for victims of 
gross violations of human rights and also Subcommission 
resolution 1991/25 of 29 August 1991,153 

Recalling the standards unanimously adopted by the 
Eighth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of 
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders and the recommen
dations made with a view to ensuring more effective appli
cations of existing standards, and recalling also its invita
tion to Governments to respect these standards and to take 
them into account within the framework of their national 
legislation and practice, 

Recognizing the significant work accomplished in this 
area under the United Nations crime prevention and crimi
nal justice programmes, 

Reaffirming the importance of the principles contained 
in its resolution 41/120 of 4 December I 986 on standard
setting in the field of human rights, 

Underlining the need for further coordinated and con
certed action in promoting respect for human rights in the 
administration of justice, 

I. Reaffirms the importance of the full and effective 
implementation ofUnited Nations norms and standards on 
human rights in the administration of justice; 

2. Once again calls upon all States to pay due attention 
to these norms and standards in developing national and 
regional strategies for their practical implementation and 
to spare no effort in providing for effective legislative and 
other mechanisms and procedures, as well as for adequate 
financial resources to ensure more effective implementa
tion of these norms and standards; 

3. Calls upon all States to ensure t.he widest possible 

dissemination of the texts of international instruments in 
this field; 

4. Endorses Economic and Social Council resolution 
1991 I 15 of 30 May 1991 concerning the implementation 
of United Nations standards and norms in crime prevention 
and criminal justice; 

5. Recalls its resolution 45/155 of 18 December 1990 
and takes note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 
1991/30 of 5 March 1991,38 in which the Commission rec
ommended that the Preparatory Committee for the World 
Conference on Human Rights should pay particular atten·· 
tion to the effective implementation of existing standards 
and instruments in the field of human rights; 

6. Welcomes Commission on Human Rights resolution 
1991/42, by which the Commission created a five-member 
working group to investigate cases of arbitrary detention. 
and requests the Secretary-General to provide all necessary 
resources to the working group, taking into account its 
important and broad m<mdate; 

7. Requests the Secretary-·General: 
tu) To continue to assist Member States, at their re

quest. in implementing existing international human rights 
standards in the administration of justice, in particular 
under the progrmnme of advisory services of the Centre for 
Human Rights of the Secretariat; 

(b) To continue to provide all necessary support to 
United Nations bodies working on the promotion and pro
tection of human rights and on international standard
setting in this field; 

(c) To ensure the widest possible dissemination of the 
texts of the international instruments in this field, including 
those adopted unanimously by the Eighth United Nations 
Congress on the Prevention of Ctime and the Treatment of 
Offenders, and to include the respective relevant texts in 
the next edition of the United Nations publication entitled 
Human Rights: A Compilation of International Instruments; 

(d) To continue to coordinate activities in the field of 
human rights in the administration of justice, including the 
various technical advisory services carried out by the Cen
tre for Human Rights and the Centre for Social Develop
ment and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat, with a 
vrew to undertaking joint programmes and strengthening 
existing mechanisms; 

8. Emphasizes the important role of the regional com
missions, specialized agencies and United Nations insti
tutes in the area of human rights and crime prevention and 
crimmal justice and other organizations of the United 
Nations system. as well as intergovernmental and non
govenunental organizations, including national profes
sional associations concerned with promoting United 
Nations standards in this field; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral A'isembly at its forty-eighth session on the implemen
tation of the present resolution. 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 199/ 

46/121. Human rights and extreme poverty 

The General Assembly, 

Reajji1 ming the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights.R the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
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Rights26 and the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights,26 and other international instru
ments concerning human rights adopted by the United 
Nations, 

Recalling its resolutions 44/148 of 15 December 1989 
and 44/212 of 22 December 1989 and other relevant reso
lutions, 

Bearing in mind Commission on Human Rights resolu
tion 1991/14 of 22 February 1991,38 in which the Commis
sion drew the attention of the General Assembly to the con
tradiction between the existence of situations of extreme 
poverty and exclusion from society, which must be over
come, and the duty to guarantee full enjoyment of human 
rights, 

Recalling its resolution 45/199 of21 December 1990, in 
which it proclaimed the Fourth United Nations Develop
ment Decade, one of the main characteristics of which is 
the search for a significant reduction in extreme poverty 
and a shared responsibility of all countries, 

Recognizing that extreme poverty is a violation of 
human dignity and could constitute a threat to the right to 
life, 

Deeply concerned at the steady increase in extreme pov
erty in the world and at its effect on the most vulnerable 
groups of society, which are thus prevented from exercis
ing their human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

Aware of the need for a better understanding of the 
causes of extreme poverty, 

Recognizing that the elimination of widespread poverty 
and the full enjoyment of economic, social and cultural 
rights are interrelated goals, 

Recognizing that the grave suffering of the great major
ity of human beings who live in conditions of extreme pov
erty demands the immediate attention of the international 
community and the adoption of concrete measures for the 
elimination of extreme poverty and social exclusion, 

I. Affirms that extreme poverty and exclusion from 
society constitute a violation of human dignity and that 
urgent national and international measures are therefore 
required to eliminate them; 

2. Stresses the need for an in-depth and complete study 
of the nature of the phenomenon of extreme poverty which 
affects mankind; 

3. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to give 
appropriate consideration, in directing its studies of ex
treme poverty, to the conditions in which the poorest them
selves can convey their experience and so contribute to a 
better understanding of their situation of social exclusion; 

4. Again requests States, the specialized agencies and 
United Nations bodies and other international organiza
tions, including intergovernmental organizations, to give 
the necessary attention to this problem; 

5. Notes with appreciation the concrete measures taken 
by the United Nations Children's Fund to lessen the effects 
of extreme poverty on children and the efforts of the 
United Nations Development Programme to give priority 
to the search for a means of alleviating poverty within the 
framework of the relevant resolutions; 

6. Decides to continue the consideration of this ques
tion at its forty-seventh session under the sub-item entitled 
"Human rights questions, including alternative approaches 

for improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms". 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/122. United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund on 
Contemporary Forms of Slavery 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling Economic and Social Council decisions 16 
(LVI) and 17 (LVI) of 17 May 1974, by which it author
ized the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination 
and Protection of Minorities to establish a Working Group 
on Slavery, renamed the Working Group on Contemporary 
Forms of Slavery by the Commission on Human Rights in 
its resolution 1988/42 of 8 March 1988,3s 

Taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 
1991/58 of6 March 1991,38 on the report of the Working 
Group, 

Taking note also of Economic and Social Council reso
lution 1991134 of 3 1 May 1991 , by which it requested the 
General Assembly to establish a voluntary fund on contem
porary forms of slavery. 

Gravely concerned that slavery, the slave trade, slavery
like practices and even modem manifestations of this 
phenomenon still exist, representing some of the gravest 
violations of human rights, 

Convinced that the establishment of a voluntary trust 
fund on contemporary forms of slavery would constitute a 
significant development for the protection of the human 
rights of victims of contemporary forms of slavery, 

1. Decides to establish a voluntary trust fund on con
temporary forms of slavery in accordance with the follow
ing criteria: 

(a) The name of the fund shall be the United Nations 
Voluntary Trust Fund on Contemporary Forms of Slavery; 

(b) The purposes of the Fund shall be, first, to assist 
representatives of non-governmental organizations from 
different regions, dealing with issues of contemporary 
forms of slavery, to participate in the deliberations of the 
Working Group on Contemporary Forms of Slavery by 
providing them with financial assistance and, secondly, to 
extend, through established channels of assistance, hu
manitarian, legal and financial aid to individuals whose 
human rights have been severely violated as a result of 
contemporary forms of slavery; 

(c) Funding shall be obtained by means of voluntary 
contributions from Governments, non-governmental or
ganizations and other private or public entities; 

(d) The only types of activity to be supported by 
the Fund shall be those described in subparagraph (b) 
above; 

(e) The only beneficiaries from the Fund shall be: 

(i) Representatives from non-governmental organiza
tions dealing with issues of contemporary forms of 
slavery: 

a. Who are so considered by the Board of Trus
tees of the United Nations Voluntary Trust 
Fund on Contemporary Forms of Slavery, 
described in subparagraph (f) below; 
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b. Who would not, in the opinion of the Board 
of Trustees, be able to attend the sessions of 
the Working Group on Contemporary Forms 
of Slavery without the assistance provided by 
the Fund; 

c. Who would be able to contribute to a deeper 
knowledge on the part of the Working Group 
of the problems relating to contemporary 
forms of slavery; 

(ii) Individuals whose human rights have been se
verely violated as a result of contemporary forms 
of slavery and who are so considered by the Board 
of Trustees; 

(j) The Fund shall be administered in acco.rdance :Vith 
the Financial Regulations and Rules of the Umted Nations 
and other relevant provisions, with the advice of a Board 
of Trustees composed of five persons with relevant expe
rience in the field of human rights and contemporary forms 
of slavery in particular, who will serve in their personal 
capacity; the members of the Board of Trustees shall be 
appointed by the Secretary-General for a three-year renew
able term, in consultation with the current Chairman of the 
Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Pro
tection of Minorities and with due regard to equitable geo
graphical distribution; 

2. Appeals to all Governments to respond favourably 
to requests for contributions to the Fund. 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/123. Right to development 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling the proclamation by the General Assembly at 

its forty-first session of the Declaration on the Right to 
Development, 154 

Recalling its resolution 45/97 of 14 December 1990. and 
those of the Commission on Human Rights relating to the 
right to development, and taking note of Commission reso
lution 1991/15 of22 February 1991,38 

Recalling also the report on the Global Consultation on 
the Realization of the Right to Development as a Human 
Right,155 

Reiterating the importance of the right to development 
for all countries, in particular the developing countries, 

Mindful that the Commission on Human Rights has en
tered a new phase in its consideration of this matter, which 
is directed towards the implementation and further en
hancement of the right to development, 

Reaffirming the need for an evaluation mechanism so as 
to ensure the promotion, encouragement and reinforcement 
of the principles contained in the Declaration on the Right 
to Development, 

Recalling its resolution 45/155 of 18 December 1990, in 
which it decided, inter alia, that one of the objectives of 
the 1993 World Conference on Human Rights would be to 
examine the relation between development and the enjoy
ment by everyone of economic, social and cultural rights 
as well as civil and political rights, recognizing the impor
tance of creating the conditions whereby everyone may 
enjoy these rights as set out in the International Covenants 
on Human Rights,26 

Having considered the comprehensive report of the 
Secretary-General,156 prepared pursuant to Commission on 
Human Rights resolution 1990/18 of 23 February 199037 

and General Assembly resolution 45/97, 
l. Reaffirms the importance of the right to develop

ment for all countries, in particular the developing countries; 
2. Takes note with interest of the comprehensive report 

of the Secretary-Genera!; 156 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
Commission on Human Rights at its forty-eighth session 
concrete proposals on the effective implementation and 
promotion of the Declaration on the Right to De~elopment, 
taking into account the views expressed on the Issue at the 
forty-seventh session of the Commission as well as. any 
further comments and suggestions that may be submitted 
on the basis of paragraph 3 of Commission resolution 
1990/18; 

4. Reiterates the need for a continuing evaluating 
mechanism so as to ensure the promotion, encouragement 
and reinforcement of the principles contained in the Dec
laration; 

5. Requests the Office of the Director-General for 
Development and International Economic Cooperation and 
the Centre for Human Rights of the Secretariat to continue 
coordination of the various activities with regard to the 
implementation of the Declaration; 

6. Urges all relevant bodies of the United Nations sys
tem, particularly the specialized agencies, when plannmg 
their programmes of activities, to take due account of the 
Declaration and to make efforts to contribute to its appli
cation; 

7. Urges also the regional commissions and regional 
intergovernmental organizations to convene meetings of 
governmental experts and representative non-governmental 
and grass-roots organizations for the purpose of seeking 
agreement on arrangements for the implementation of the 
Declaration through international cooperation; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General to inform the Com·· 
mission on Human Rights at its forty-eighth session and 
the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session of the 
activities of the organizations of the United Nations system 
on the implementation of the Declaration; 

9. Calls upon the Commission to continue to make 
proposals to the General Assembly, through the Economic 
and Social Council, on the future course of action on the 
question, in particular on practical measures for the imple
mentation and enhancement of the Declaration, taking into 
account the conclusions and recommendations of the 
Global Consultation on the Realization of the Right to De
velopment as a Human Right and replies contained in the 
report of the Secretary-General; 156 

I 0. Endorses the call of the Commission to the Pre
paratory Committee for the World Conference on Human 
Rights to take fully into account the Declaration in exam
ining the relationship between development and the enjoy
ment of human rights; 

I I. Decides to consider this question at its forty-seventh 
session under the sub-item entitled "Human rights questions, 
including alternative approaches for improving the effec
tive enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms". 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 
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46/124. National institutions for the protection and 
promotion of human rights 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling the relevant resolutions concerning national 

institutions for the protection and promotion of human 
rights, notably its resolution 41/129 of 4 ~ecember 1986 
and Commission on Human Rights resolutions 1987/40 of 
10 March 1987,34 1988/72 of 10 March 1988,35 1989/5~ of 
7 March 198936 and 1990/73 of7 March 1990,37 and takmg 
note of Commission resolution 1991/27 of 5 March 1991,38 

Emphasizing the importance of the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights,8 the International Covenants on Hu
man Rights26 and other international instrument~ for pro
moting respect for, and observance of, human nghts and 
fundamental freedoms, 

Affirming that priority should be accorded to the devel
opment of appropriate arrangements at the national level 
to ensure the effective implementation of international 
human rights standards, 

Convinced of the significant role that institutions at the 
national level can play in protecting and promoting human 
rights and fundamental freedoms and in developing and en
hancing public awareness of those rights and freedoms, 

Recognizing that the United Nations can play a catalytic 
role in assisting the development of national institutions by 
acting as a clearing-house for the exchange of information 
and experience, 

Mindful in this regard of the guidelines on the structure 
and functioning of national and local institutions for the 
protection and promotion of human rights endorsed by the 
General Assembly in its resolution 33/46 of 14 December 
1978, 

Recalling the recommendations contained in General 
Assembly resolution 45/155 of 18 December 1990 and 
Commission on Human Rights resolution 1991/30 of 5 
March I99P8 inviting the Preparatory Committee for the 
World Conference on Human Rights to examine ways and 
means by which the World Conference could encourage 
the establishment or strengthening of national institutions, 

Noting the diverse approaches adopted throughout the 
world for the protection and promotion of human rights at 
the national level, and recognizing the value of such ap
proaches to promoting universal respect for, and observ
ance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the updated report of 
the Secretary-General on national institutions for the pro
tection and promotion of human rights,157 prepared in ac
cordance with General Assembly resolution 44/64 of 8 
December 1989; 

2. Reaffirms the importance of the development, in ac
cordance with national legislation, of effective national in
stitutions for the protection and promotion of human rights 
and of maintaining their independence and integrity; 

3. Encourages Member States to establish or, where 
they already exist, to strengthen national institutions for 
the protection and promotion of human rights and to incor
porate those elements in national development plans; 

4. Notes the progress made in this area in the past 
few years and the increased number and effectiveness 
of national institutions for the promotion and protection of 
human rights in all parts of the world; 

5. Notes also the efforts of the Centre for Human 

Rights of the Secretariat to increase cooperation with re
gional and national institutions; 

6. Encourages initiatives on the part of Governments 
and regional, international, intergovernmental and n':m
governmental organizations intended to stren~he~ e~tst
ing national institutions and to establish such msfltuttons 
where they do not exist; 

7. Requests the Centre for Human Rights to continue 
its efforts in order to enhance cooperation between the 
United Nations and regional and national institutions, par
ticularly in respect of advisory services and technical as
sistance, public information and education in the field of 
human rights; 

8. Also requests the Centre for Human Rights to estab
lish, upon the request of States concerned, United Nations 
centres for human rights documentation and training, and 
to do so on the basis of established procedures for the use 
of available resources within the United Nations Voluntary 
Fund for Advisory Services and Technical Assistance in 
the Field of Human Rights; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to respond favour
ably to requests from Member States for assistance in the 
establishment and strengthening of national institutions for 
the protection and promotion of human rights as part of the 
programme of advisory services and technical cooperation 
in the field of human rights, as well as national centres for 
human rights documentation and training; 

I 0. Encourages all Member States to take appropriate 
steps to promote the exchange of information and experi
ence concerning the establishment and operation of such 
national institutions; 

II. Affirms the role of national institutions as agencies 
for the dissemination of human rights materials and other 
public information activities, prepared or organized under 
the auspices of the United Nations; 

12. Recognizes the constructive role that non-governmental 
organizations can play in relation to national institutions; 

13. Welcomes the convening of a workshop on this 
subject by the Centre for Human Rights in Paris in October 
1991 , as was requested in Commission on Human Rights 
resolution 1990/73; 

14. Requests the Secret.'U)'-General to forward there
sults of that meeting to the Commission on Human Rights; 

15. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-eighth session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution. 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/125. Question of enforced or involuntary disap
pearances 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 33/173 of 20 December 1978 

concerning disappeared persons, and its resolution 45/165 
of 18 December 1990 on the question of enforced or invol
untary disappearances, 

Deeply concerned about the persistence of the practice 
of enforced disappearances in the world, and about the fact 
that, in certain cases, the families of disappeared persons 
have been the target of intimidation and ill-treatment, 
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Expressing its profound emotion at the anguish and 
sorrow of the families concerned, who are unsure of the 
fate of their relatives, 

Concerned by the growing number of reports concerning 
harassment of witnesses of disappearances or relatives of 
disappeared persons, 

Recalling that the Working Group on Enforced or Invol
untary Disappearances has referred on several occasions in 
its reports to the importance of drafting a declaration to 
enable it to fulfil its task properly, 

Convinced of the need to continue implementing the 
provisions of its resolution 331173 and of the other United 
Nations resolutions on the question of enforced or invol
untary disappearances, with a view to finding solutions for 
cases of disappearances and helping to eliminate such prac
tices, 

Bearing in mind Commission on Human Rights resolu
tion 1991/41 of 5 March 1991,38 

I. Notes with satisfaction that the open-ended working 
group established by Commission on Human Rights reso
lution 1991/41 has completed its consideration of the draft 
declaration on the protection of all persons from enforced 
or involuntary disappearances, 158 which will be transmitted 
to the Commission on Human Rights for adoption at its 
forty-eighth session; 

2. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to give 
this question high priority at its forty-eighth session; 

3. Appeals to Governments to take appropriate steps to 
prevent and suppress the practice of enforced disappear
ances and to take action at the national and regional levels 
and in cooperation with the United Nations to that end; 

4. Expresses its appreciation to the Working Group on 
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances for its humani
tarian work and thanks those Governments that have co
operated with it; 

5. Recalls with satisfaction the decision made by the 
Commission on Human Rights at its forty-sixth session to 
extend for two years the term of the mandate of the Work
ing Group, as defined in Commission resolution 20 
(XXXVI) of 29 February 1980,27 while maintaining the 
principle of annual reporting, and requests the Working 
Group to continue to fulfil its mandate in a rigorous and 
constructive fashion; 

6. Appeals to the Governments concerned, particularly 
those which have not yet replied to the communications 
addressed to them by the Working Group, to cooperate 
fully with it so as to enable it, with respect for its working 
methods based on discretion, to perform its strictly hu
manitarian role, and in particular to reply more quickly to 
the requests for information addressed to them; 

7. Encourages the Governments concerned to consider 
the wish of the Working Group, when such a wish is ex
pressed, to visit their countries, thus enabling it to fulfil its 
mandate even more effectively; 

8. Expresses its appreciation to those Governments 
that have cooperated with the Working Group and replied 
to its requests for information; 

9. Extends its warm thanks to those Governments 
which have invited the Working Group, requests them to 
give all necessary attention to its recommendations and in
vites them to inform the Working Group of any follow-up 
measures taken; 

I 0. Appeals to the Governments concerned to take 

steps to protect the families of disappeared persons against 
any intimidation or ill-treatment of which they may be the 
target; 

11. Calls upon the Commission on Human Rights to 
continue to study this question as a matter of priority and 
to take any step it may deem necessary to the pursuit of 
the task of the Working Group when it considers the report 
to be submitted by the Working Group to the Commission 
at its forty-eighth session; 

12. Renews its request to the Secretary-General to con
tinue to provide the Working Group with all necessary 
facilities. 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 199 I 

46/126. Human rights and scientific and technological 
progress 

The General Assemb~y, 
Noting that scientific and technological progress is one 

of the decisive factors in the development of human soci
ety, 

Bearing in mind the relevant provisions of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights,8 the International Covenant 
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,26 the Interna
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights26 and the 
Declaration on Social Progress and Development,44 

Recalling the relevant provisions of the Declaration on 
the Use of Scientific and Technological Progress in the 
Interests of Peace and for the Benefit of Mankind, 159 

Reaffirming the need to respect human rights and funda
mental freedoms and the dignity of the human person in 
the conditions of scientitlc and technological progress, 

Bearing in mind that the main and decisive factor in the 
acceleration of the social and economic development of 
society is the development of the human being, 

Conscious that modern science and technology give the 
possibility to create material conditions for the prosperity 
of society and for the thorough development of the human 
person, 

Being convinced that today the resources of mankind 
and the activities of scientists should be used for the peace
ful social, economic and cultural development of all coun
tries, raising the standard of living of all peoples and for 
better assurance of human rights and fundamental free
doms, 

Recognizing the need to broaden the access of develop
ing countries to the achievements of scientific and techno
logical progress, 

Recognizing also the important contribution of science 
and technology to the economic and social progress of 
mankind, 

Aware that the exchange of scientific and technologi
cal knowledge is one of the important ways to accelerate 
the social and economic development of all countries, es
pecially of developing countries, 

l. Underlines the importance of the implementation by 
all States of the provisions and principles contained in the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Interna
tional Covenants on Human Rights26 and the relevant pro
visions of the Declaration on the Use of Scientific and 
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Technological Progress in the Interests of Peace and for 
the Benefit of Mankind for the promotion of the realization 
of human rights and fundamental freedoms; 

2. Calls upon all Member States to ensure that the 
achievements of scientific and technological progress and 
the intellectual potential of mankind are used for promot
ing and encouraging universal respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms; 

3. Also calls upon Member States to take the necessary 
measures to ensure that the results of science and technol
ogy are used only for the benefit of the human being and 
do not lead to the disturbance of the ecological environ
ment; 

4. Emphasizes that scientific knowledge and technol
ogy in health, education, housing and other social spheres 
should be readily available to the population as the heritage 
of humanity; 

5. Requests the specialized agencies and other United 
Nations bodies to take into consideration the relevant pro
visions of the international instruments listed above in their 
programmes and activities; 

6. Decides to consider the question of human rights 
and scientific and technological progress at its forty-eighth 
session under the item entitled "Human rights questions". 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/127. Human rights and mass exoduses 

The General Assembly, 
Mindful of its general humanitarian mandate under the 

Charter of the United Nations to promote and encourage 
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

Deeply disturbed by the increasing scale and magnitude 
of exoduses of refugees and displacements of population 
in many regions of the world and by the suffering of mil
lions of refugees and displaced persons, 

Conscious of the fact that human rights violations are 
one of the multiple and complex factors causing mass exo
duses of refugees and displaced persons, as indicated in the 
study of the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Hu
man Rights on this subject160 and also in the report of the 
Group of Governmental Experts on International Coopera
tion to Avert New Flows of Refugees,l 61 

Aware of the recommendations concerning mass exo
duses made by the Commission on Human Rights to its 
Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Pro
tection of Minorities and to special rapporteurs to be taken 
into account when studying violations of human rights in 
any part of the world, 

Deeply preoccupied by the increasingly heavy burden 
being imposed, particularly upon developing countries 
with limited resources of their own and upon the interna
tional community as a whole, by these sudden mass exo
duses and displacements of population, 

Stressing the need for international cooperation aimed at 
averting new massive flows of refugees while providing 
durable solutions to actual refugee situations, 

Reaffirming its resolution 41170 of 3 December 1986, in 
which it endorsed the conclusions and recommendations 
contained in the report of the Group of Governmental Ex-

perts on International Cooperation to A vert New Flows of 
Refugees, 

Bearing in mind its resolution 45/153 of 18 December 
1990 and Commission on Human Rights resolution 
1991173 of 6 March 1991,38 as well as all previous relevant 
resolutions of the General Assembly and the Commission 
on Human Rights, 

Welcoming the steps taken so far by the United Nations 
to examine the problem of massive outflows of refugees 
and displaced persons in all its aspects, including its root 
causes, 

Noting that the Executive Committee of the Programme 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
has specifically acknowledged the direct relationship be
tween observance of human rights standards, refugee 
movements and problems of protection, 

1. Reaffirms its support for the recommendation of the 
Group of Governmental Experts on International Coopera
tion to Avert New Flows of Refugees that the principal or
gans of the United Nations should make fuller use of their 
respective competencies under the Charter of the United 
Nations for the prevention of new massive flows of refu
gees and displaced persons; 

2. Again invites all Governments and intergovernmen
tal and humanitarian organizations concerned to intensify 
their cooperation with and assistance to world-wide efforts 
to address the serious problems resulting from mass exo
duses of refugees and displaced persons, and also the 
causes of such exoduses; 

3. Requests all Governments to ensure the effective 
implementation of the relevant international instruments, 
in particular in the field of human rights, as this would con
tribute to averting new massive flows of refugees and dis
placed persons; 

4. invites the Commission on Human Rights to keep 
the question of human rights and mass exoduses under 
review with a view to supporting the early-warning ar
rangement instituted by the Secretary-General to avert new 
massive flows of refugees and displaced persons; 

5. Notes with appreciation the emphasis placed by 
the Secretary-General in his annual report on the work of 
the Organization,t 62 on the need to develop the capacity of 
the United Nations for early warning and preventive diplo
macy to help deter humanitarian crises; 

6. Reiterates, in this regard, its previous resolutions on 
the question of human rights and mass exoduses and re
quests the Secretary-General, in the further development 
of the capacity of the Secretariat for early warning and pre
ventive diplomacy, to pay particular attention to interna
tional cooperation to avert new flows of refugees; 

7. Notes in this connection that mass movements of 
populations are caused by multiple and· complex factors, 
either man-made or natural, ranging from wars and armed 
conflicts, invasions and aggressions, violations of human 
rights, forcible expulsions, economic and social factors, 
natural disasters, to degradation in the environment, which 
indicates that early warning requires an intersectoral and 
multidisciplinary approach; 

8. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
human rights and mass exoduses,t 63 and reiterates its re
quest that future reports include information concerning 
the modalities and operations of early-warning activities to 
avert new and massive flows of refugees; 
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9. Specially encourages the Secretary-General to con
tinue to discharge the task described in the report of the 
Group of Governmental Experts on International Coopera
tion to Avert New Flows of Refugees, including the con
tinuous monitoring of all potential outflows, and to imple
ment the recommendations of the Joint Inspection Unit 
contained in its report entitled "The coordination of activi
ties related to early warning of possible refugee flows"; 164 

I 0. Requests the Secretary-General to intensify his ef
forts to develop the role of the Office for Research and the 
Collection of Information of the Secretariat as a focal point 
for the operation of an effective early-warning system and 
the strengthening of coordination of information-gathering 
and analysis among United Nations agencies with a view 
to preventing new massive flows of refugees and displaced 
persons; 

II. Reiterates the importance of the early-warning 
function of the Office for Research and the Collection of 
Information; 

12. Urges the Secretary-General to allocate the neces
sary resources to consolidate and strengthen the system for 
undertaking early-warning activities in the humanitarian 
area by, inter alia, the computerization of the Office for 
Research and the Collection of Information and strength
ened coordination among the relevant parts of the United 
Nations system, especially the Office for Research and the 
Collection of Information, the Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees, the Centre for Human 
Rights of the Secretariat and the relevant specialized 
agencies; 

13. Welcomes the information in the report of the 
Secretary-General that a temporary post is expected to be
come available in the biennium 1992-1993 in order that a 
computer specialist can be recruited to further the devel
opment of the data system of the Office for Research and 
the Collection of Information; 

14. Requests the Secretary-General to make the neces
sary information available to the competent United Nations 
organs, bearing in mind the recommendations of the Joint 
Inspection Unit on coordination; 

15. Invites bodies ofthe United Nations system to con
sider the most expedient ways and means of following up 
the recommendations ofthe Joint Inspection Unit on co
ordination; 

16. Welcomes the initiation of close contacts between 
the Office for Research and the Collection of Information 
and a large number of United Nations agencies and offices 
in pursuit of a system-wide network for early warning of 
potential mass exoduses; 

17. Welcomes also the establishment by the Adminis
trative Committee on Coordination of the Ad Hoc Working 
Group on Early Warning regarding New Flows of Refu
gees and Displaced Persons with a mandate to develop an 
effective early-warning system related to possible flows of 
refugees and displaced persons, including practical meas
ures of cooperation and procedures for gathering, analys
ing and disseminating information in a timely manner to 
all concerned, and to make recommendations on the need 
for an inter-agency consultative mechanism; 

18. Urges the Ad Hoc Working Group to carry out its 
mandate and submit to the Administrative Committee on 
Coordination in 1992 its report on the early-warning 
mechanism to be established; 

-----------------
19. Emphasizes the significance of this task of the Ad 

Hoc Working Group in view of the continuing situation 
with regard to mass exoduses; 

20. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the 
strengthened role that he is playing in undertaking early
warning activities, especially in the humanitarian area, as 
well as on any further developments relating to the recom
mendations contained in the report of the Group of Gov
ernmental Experts on International Cooperation to Avert 
New Flows of Refugees; 

21. Invites the Secretary-General to keep the General 
Assembly informed of the efforts to follow up recommen
dations of the Joint Inspection Unit; 

22. Also invites the Secretary-General to include in his 
report to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session 
detailed information on the programmatic, institutional, 
administrative, financial, and managerial efforts instituted 
to enhance the capacity of the United Nations to avert new 
flows of refugees and to tackle the root causes of such out
flows; 

23. Decides to continue consideration of the question 
of human rights and mass exoduses at its forty-seventh 
session. 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/128. International Year for the World's Indige
nous People 

The General Assembly, 
Bearing in mind that one of the purposes of the United 

Nations set forth in the Charter is the achievement of in
ternational cooperation in solving international problems 
of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian character, 
and in promoting and enc,ouraging respect for human rights 
and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as 
to race, sex, language or religion, 

Reaffirming its resolution 45/164 of 18 December 1990, 
proclaiming 1993 as the International Year for the World's 
Indigenous People, with a view to strengthening interna
tional cooperation for the solution of problems faced by 
indigenous communities in areas such as human rights, the 
environment, development, education and health, 

Taldng into account the guidelines for international 
years and anniversaries adopted by the General Assembly 
in its decision 35/424 of 5 December 1980, 

Bearing in mind Commission on Human Rights resolu
tion 1991/57 of 6 March 1991,38 

Noting with satisfaction the initiatives taken by the Ex
ecutive Board of the United Nations Children's Fund in its 
decision 199117 of3 May 1991 165 and the Governing Coun
cil of the United Nations Development Programme in its 
decision 91 I 12 of 25 June 199 J87 in response to Comm is
sion on Human Rights resolution 1991/57, 

Noting the entry into force on 5 September 1991 of 
the Convention concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples 
in Independent Countries (No. 169) of the International 
Labour Organisation, 

Welcoming decision 3/7 of 4 September 1991 of the Pre
paratory Committee for the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development regarding the opportumty 
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afforded by the International Year for the World's Indigenous 
People as a flrst step towards mobilizing international tech
nical and financial cooperation for the self-development of 
indigenous people and their communities,166 

Having been informed of the endorsement by the 
Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination and Pro
tection of Minorities at its forty-third session 167 of the sec
ond working paper168 submitted by Mr. Asbjorn Eide and 
Ms. Christy Mbonu. 

Mindful of the preparatory process for the World Con
ference on Human Rights to be held in 1993, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General169 re
garding the preparations for and the organization of the In
ternational Year for the World's Indigenous People, 

Recognizing the value and the diversity of the cultures 
and the forms of social organization of the world's indige
nous people, 

1. Requests the Secretary-General to proclaim, during 
the forty-sixth session of the General Assembly, the theme 
"Indigenous people---a new partnership" as the theme for 
the International Year for the World's Indigenous People; 

2. Recommends that the specialized agencies, regional 
commissions and other organizations of the United Nat ions 
system, in their consideration of the contributions that they 
can make to the success of the Year, be guided by the ways 
in which: 

(a) Their operational activities can most effectively 
contribute to the solution of problems faced by indigenous 
people; 

(b) Indigenous people can play an important role in the 
planning, implementation and evaluation of projects wh1ch 
may affect them; 

3. Encourages States to consult with indigenous peo
ple, and non-governmental organizations working with 
them, regarding activities for the Year; 

4. Invite.s States to inform the Secretary-General of 
their initiatives; 

5. Adopts the programme of activities for the Interna
tional Year for the World's Indigenous People, contained 
in the annex to the present resolution; 

6. Recommends the appointment of the Under-Secretary
General for Human Rights as the Coordinator for the Year 
with functional duties to be assigned to the Centre for 
Human Rights of the Secretariat in conjunction with the 
Office of the Director-General for Development and Inter
national Economic Cooperation of the Secretariat and the 
International Labour Organisation; 

7. Requests the Coordinator actively to solicit the co
operation of other elements of the United Nations system, 
including financial and development institutions; 

8. Decides: 

(a) That the Coordinator shall convene early in 1992 a 
technical meeting of agencies, regional commissions and 
other relevant organizations of the United Nations system 
with representatives of States, indigenous peoples' organi
zations and other non-governmental organizations having 
a special interest in indigenous matters: 

(i) To identify programme areas or capabilities that 
are of particular relevance and priority to indige
nous people; 

(ii) To agree on specific objectives for special proj
ects to be implemented in 1993 as part of the Year 
and to ensure their consonance with the theme 
and objectives of the Year; 

(iii) To consider existing project guidelines and rec
ommend effective means for including indige
nous people in the initiation, design and imple
mentation of the special projects to be undertaken 
in 1993; 

(iv) To suggest appropriate procedures and criteria for 
the evaluation of projects involving indigenous 
people, in 1993 and thereafter; 

(v) To consider what financial provisions, if any, 
need to be made to ensure implementation of the 
foregoing; 

and shall report on the outcome of the meeting to the Com
mission on Human Rights at its forty-ninth session; 

(b) To continue to take into account the ongoing work 
of the Subcommission on Prevention of Discrimination 
and Protection ofMinorities, as well as that of the Working 
Group on Indigenous Populations; 

(c) To conduct the opening ceremonies for the Year at 
its forty-seventh session in 1992; 

9. Invites those States that are in a position to do so to 
consider means by which they could provide resources to 
assist the United Nations work on the Year, for example, 
by the secondment of suitable staff; 

10. Urges States, intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations as well as indigenous peoples' 
organizations to contribute to the voluntary flmd for the 
Year opened by the Secretary-General; 

11. Requests the Secretary-General to give all the as
sistance necessary to permit the implementation of the 
tasks of the Coordinator; 

12. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to 
convene a meeting of participants in the programmes and 
projects of the Year, after the Year, to a<>sess what conclu
sions can be drawn from the activities. 

ANNEX 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December /991 

Programme of activities for the International Year for 
the World's Indigenous People 

I. ACTIVITIES AT THE II'ITERNATIONAL LEVFl. 

A. United Nmions observances to set the genera/tone for activities 
during the Year 

I. A formal opening·day ceremony presided over hy the Secretary· 
General in New York. during the forty-seventh session of the General 
Assembly; 

2. Messages of support by heads of Stale or Government, executive 
heads of United Nations bodies, as well as chainnen of the principal com
mittees; 

3. A formal day of observance during the forty-ninth session of the 
Commission on Human Rights at Geneva; 

4. Issuance of slogan cancellations by the United Nations Postal Ad· 
ministration. paraphrasing "Indigenous people---indigenous rights"llntcr
national Year for the World's Indigenous People, 1993; 

5. Design of a symbol by an indigenous artist for use in connection 
wilh activities during the Year. 
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B. Projects and activities to be undertaken by the Department of Public 
Information of the United Nations Secretariat, m cooperation with 
the Coordinator for the Year and in consultation with indigenous peo
ples' organizations 

I. Production in all languages and dissemination of a poster highlight
ing the global diversity of indigenous people, and of a public service an
nouncement using tbe same design as the poster for placement in 
international magazines, as space is donated; 

2. Publication of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights8 in local 
languages; 

3. Production and wide distribution of special progranunes in the radio 
series of the Department of Public Information, aimed at general and non
indigenous audiences; 

4. Production in all six. official languages of an illustrated brochure on 
the Year, intended for use by United Nations infom1ation centres, non
governmental organizations, schools, the media and the general public. 

C. Activities of the United Nations system 

I. Increasing the coordination, cooperation and technical assistance by 
United Nations agencies and bodies for the solution of problems faced by 
indigenous communities in areas such as human rights, the environment, 
development, education and health. In this connection, it is recommended 
that United Nations operational agencies explore possible new areas of 
cooperation, in particular technical and financial assistance; 

2. Funding of concrete projects for indigenous communities, reflecting 
the wishes of indigenous people, that can have a direct benefit to the com
munities; 

3. Increasing publicity, especially to indigenous communities, on the 
work of the United Nations in areas related to the objectives of the Year; 

4. Increasing awareness of the existence of relevant international legal 
instruments related to the objectives of the Year, and promoting their wide
spread ratification and implementation; 

5. Establishing networks of indigenous peoples' organizations and 
communities for the sharing of information and experience in particular 
fields, such as health can:, bilingual education, resource and environmental 
management; 

6. Contracting of indigenous peoples' organizations and secondmcnt 
of indigenous persons with relevant expertise to carry out projects for the 
benefit of indigenous communities throughout the world; 

7. Examining the possibility of holding the next two sessions of the 
Working Group on Indigenous Populations in the western hemisphere and 
in the Asia/Pacific region; 

8. Promoting an international trade fair of products made by indige· 
nous people; 

9. Providing technical assistance to Governments wishing to make pro· 
visions in their legislation for the protection and promotion of the human 
rights of indigenous people, in particular on questions of land, environ
mental protection and strengthening of cultural identity. as well as techni
cal and financial assistance for the implementation of such legislation. 

II. ACfiVITIES AT THI! NATIONAl. LEVEL 

I. Member States are invited, in conformity with their right to deter
mine freely their own development objectives in the light oftheirparticular 
situations, to consider adopting the following measures to ensure the suc
cess of the Year: 

(a) Designating a contact person for the Year in the appropriate min· 
istry and establishing national committees composed of governmental, in· 
digenous and non-governmental representatives to prepare a national 
programme of activities; 

(b) Raising public awareness through information and education 
projects. These might include the publication of books, posters and leaf
lets by and/or on indigenous people; an educational book about the val· 
ues, history and aspirations of indigenous people; special programmes on 
national radio and television; grants and awards for research about indige
nous people by indigenous scholars; meehngs and conferences; 

(c) Promoting initiatives by indigenous people in such areas as rddio 
and television and model projects on education, health, employment, hous
ing and the environment; 

(d) Presenting infonnation, prepared in partnership with indigenous 
people, about the situation prevailing in the country and the activities in
itiated during the Year; 

(e) Encouraging participation of indigenous people in the preparation 

and implementation of all activities undertaken in connection with the 
Year; 

2. Indigenous peopks' organizations and indigenous communities 
could be encouraged to prepare their own programmes of activiti~s and to 
take such measures as: 

(a) Establishing cuntact pomts and committees for the Year, with a 
view to facilitating participation in the organization and implementation 
of activities at the national level; 

(b) Preparing programmes of infonnation activities, includins publi
cations, exhibitions, educational rnaterial, meetings, cultural events and 
training courses. Support for such activities should be sought from inter
national organizations. Governments and non-governmental organizations; 

(c) Planning demonstration projects in development, the environment, 
health, education or other areas. Support for such activities should be sought 
from international organizations. Governments and non-governmental 
organi7at ions. 

46/129. Strengthening of United Nations action in the 
human rights field through the promotion of 
international cooperation and the importance 
of non-sl'k'Ctivity, impartiality and objectivity 

The General Assembly, 
Reaffirming its faith in fundamental human rights, in the 

dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal 
rights of men and women and of nations large and small, 
and its determination to promote social progress and better 
standards of Jiving in greater freedom, 

Bearing in mind that one of the purposes of the United 
Nations is to develop friendly relations among nations 
based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self
determination of peoples and to take other appropriate 
measures to strengthen universal peace, 

Bearing in mind equally that one of the purposes of the 
United Nations is to achieve international cooperation in 
solving international problems of an economic, social, cul
tural or humanitarian character and in promoting and en
couraging respect for human rights and fundamental free
doms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language 
or religion, 

Recalling that, in accordance with Article 55 of the 
Charter of the United Nations, the Organization shall pro
mote universal respect for, and observance of. human 
rights and fundamental freedoms for all, with a view to the 
creation of conditions of stability and well-being that are 
necessary for peaceful and friendly relations among na
tions based on respect tor the principle of equal rights and 
self-determination of peoples, and that, in accordance with 
Artide 56, all Members pledge themselves to take joint 
and separate action in cooperation with the Organization 
tor the achievement of the purposes set forth in Article 55, 

Reiterating that Member States should continue to act in 
the human rights field in confonnity with the provisions of 
the Charter, 

Desirous of achieving further progress in international 
cooperation in promoting and encouraging respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms, 

Considering that such international cooperation should 
be based on the principles embodied in international law, 
especially the Charter, as well as the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights,8 the International Covenants on Human 
Rights26 and other relevant instruments, 

Deeply convinced that United Nations action in this field 
should be based not only on a profound understanding of 
the broad range of problems existing in all societies but 
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also on full respect for the political, economic and social 
realities of each of them, in strict compliance with the pur
poses and principles of the Charter and for the basic pur
pose of promoting and encouraging respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms through international co
operation, 

Reaffirming its resolution 45/163 of 18 December 1990, 
Recalling its resolutions 32/130 of 16 December 1977, 

37/200 of 18 December 1982,41/155 of4 December 1986 
and 43/155 of 8 December 1988, 

Bearing in mind its resolutions 2131 (XX) of 21 Decem
ber 1965, 2625 (XXV) of 24 October 1970 and 361103 of 
9 December 1981, 

Bearing in mind also Commission on Human Rights 
resolution 1991179 of 6 March 1991,38 

Taking note of the recommendation made by the Com
mission on Human Rights in the annex to its resolution 
1991/30 of 5 March 1991 ,38 that the Preparatory Commit
tee for the World Conference on Human Rights, being 
guided by a spirit of consensus, should make suggestions 
aimed at ensuring the universality, objectivity and non
selectivity of the consideration of human rights issues in 
United Nations human rights forums, 

Aware of the fact that the promotion, protection and full 
exercise of all human rights and fundamental freedoms as 
legitimate concerns of the world community should be 
guided by the principles of non-selectivity, impartiality 
and objectivity and should not be used for political ends, 

Underlining the obligation that Governments have to 
promote and protect human rights and to carry out the re
sponsibilities that they have undertaken under international 
law, especially the Charter, as well as various international 
instruments in the field of human rights, 

I. Reiterates that, by virtue of the principle of equal 
rights and self-detennination of peoples enshrined in the 
Charter of the United Nations, all peoples have the right 
freely to determine, without external interference, their 
political status and to pursue their economic, social and 
cultural development, and that every State has the duty to 
respect that right within the provisions of the Charter, in
cluding respect for territorial integrity; 

2. Reaffirms that it is a purpose of the United Nations 
and the task of all Member States in cooperation with the 
Organization to promote and encourage respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms and to remain vigilant 
with regard to violations of human rights wherever they 
occur; 

3. Calls upon all Member States to base their activities 
for the protection and promotion of human rights, includ
ing the development of further international cooperation 
in this field, on the Charter, the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights,26 the International Covenant on Eco
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights26 and other relevant in
ternational instruments and to refrain from activities that 
are inconsistent with this international legal framework; 

4. Considers that international cooperation in this field 
should make an effective and practical contribution to the 
urgent task of preventing mass and flagrant violations of 
human rights, to the promotion of human rights and funda
mental freedoms for all and to the strengthening of inter
national peace and security; 

5. Affirms that the promotion, protection and full reali-

zation of all human rights and fundamental freedoms, as 
legitimate concerns of the world community, should be 
guided by the principles of non-selectivity, impartiality 
and objectivity and should not be used for political ends; 

6. Expresses its conviction that an unbiased and fair 
approach to human rights issues contributes to the promo
tion of international cooperation as well as to the effective 
promotion, protection and realization of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms; 

7. Underlines, in this context, the continuing need for 
impartial and objective information on the political, eco
nomic and social situations and events of all countries; 

8. Invites Member States to consider adopting, as ap
propriate, within the framework of their respective legal 
systems and in accordance with their obligations under in
ternational law, especially the Charter, as well as interna
tional human rights instruments, the measures that they 
may deem appropriate to achieve further progress in inter
national cooperation in promoting and encouraging respect 
for human rights and fundamental freedoms; 

9. Requests the Commission on Human Rights, at its 
forty-eighth session, to continue to examine ways and 
means to strengthen United Nations action in this regard, 
on the basis of the present resolution and of Commission 
resolution 1991179; 

I 0. Requests the Secretary-General to invite Govern
ments, in responding to the request in paragraph 8 of Com
mission on Human Rights resolution 1991179, to comment 
also on the present resolution and on ways and means to 
strengthen United Nations action in this regard, in time for 
the transmission of their comments to the Preparatory 
Committee for the World Conference on Human Rights 
and the regional conferences for their consideration; 

11. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Pre
paratory Committee for the World Conference on Human 
Rights with the United Nations documentation relevant to 
the present resolution. 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/130. Respect for the principles of national sover
eignty and non-interference in the internal af
fairs of States in their electoral processes 

The General Assembly, 
Reaffirming the purposes of the United Nations to de

velop friendly relations among nations based on respect for 
the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peo
ples and to take other appropriate measures to strengthen 
universal peace, 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 

Also recalling its resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 October 
1970, by which it approved the Declaration on Principles 
of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and 
Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter 
of the United Nations, 

Further recalling the principle enshrined in Article 2, 
paragraph 7. of the Charter of the United Nations, which 
establishes that nothing contained in the Charter shall 
authorize the United Nations to intervene in matters which 
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are essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of any State 
or shall require the Members to submit such matters to 
settlement under the Charter, 

Reaffirming the legitimacy of the struggle of the op
pressed people of South Africa for the elimination of apart
heid and for the establishment of a society in which all the 
people of South Africa as a whole, irrespective of race, col
our or creed, will enjoy equal and full political and other 
rights and participate freely in the determination of their 
destiny, 

Also reaffirming the legitimacy of the struggle of all 
peoples under colonial and foreign domination, particu
larly the Palestinian people, for the exercise of their in
alienable right to self-determination and national inde
pendence, which will enable them to decide freely on their 
own future, 

Recognizing that the principles of national sovereignty 
and non-interference in the internal affairs of any State 
should be respected in the holding of elections, 

Also recognizing that there is no single political system 
or single model for electoral processes equally suited to all 
nations and their peoples, and that political systems and 
electoral processes are subject to historical, political, cul
tural and religious factors, 

Recalling its resolutions 44/147 of 15 December 1989 
and 451151 of 18 December 1990, 

I. Reiterates that, by virtue of the principle of equal 
rights and self-determination of peoples enshrined in the 
Charter of the United Nations, all peoples have the right, 
freely and without external interference, to determine their 
political status and to pursue their economic, social and 
cultural development, and that every State has the duty to 
respect that right in accordance with the provisions of the 
Charter; 

2. Reaj]irms that it is the concern solely of peoples to 
determine methods and to establish institutions regarding 
the electoral process, as well as to determine the ways for 
its implementation according to their constitution and na
tional legislation; 

3. Also reaffirms that any activities that attempt, di
rectly or indirectly, to interfere in the free development of 
national electoral processes, in particular in the developing 
countries, or that intend to sway the results of such pro
cesses, violate the spirit and letter of the principles estab
lished in the Charter and in the Declaration on Principles 
of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and 
Cooperation among States in accordance with the Charter 
of the United Nations; 

4. Recognizes that there is no universal need for the 
United Nations to provide electoral assistance to Member 
States, except in special circumstances such as cases of de
colonization, in the context of regional or international 
peace processes or at the request of specific sovereign 
States, by virtue of resolutions adopted by the Security 
Council or the General Assembly in each individual case, 
in strict conformity with the principles of sovereignty and 
non-interference in the internal affairs of States; 

5. Urges all States to respect the principle of non
interference in the internal affairs of States and the sover
eign right of peoples to determine their political, economic 
and social system; 

6. Strongly appeals to all States to refrain from financ
ing or providing, directly or indirectly, any other form of 

overt or covert support for political parties or groups and 
from taking actions to undermine the electoral processes in 
any country; 

7. Condemns any act of armed aggression or threat or 
use of force against peoples, their elected Governments or 
their legitimate leaders; 

8. Solemnly declares that only the total eradication of 
apartheid and the establishment of a non-racial, democratic 
society based on majority rule, through the full and free 
exercise of adult suffrage by all the people in a united and 
non-fragmented South Africa, can lead to a just and lasting 
solution to the situation in South Africa; 

9. Reaffirms the legitimacy of the struggle of all peo
ples under colonial and foreign domination, particularly 
the Palestinian people, for the exercise of their inalienable 
right to self-determination and national independence, 
which will enable them to determine their political, eco
nomic and social system, without interference; 

10. Calls upon the Commission on Human Rights, at its 
forty-eighth session, to give priority to the review of the 
fundamental factors that negatively affect the observance of 
the principles of national sovereignty and non-interference 
in the internal affairs of States in their electoral processes 
and to report to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh 
session, through the Economic and Social Cow1cil; 

II. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the im
plementation of the present resolution under the item en
titled "Human rights questions". 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/131. Elimination of all forms of religious intoler
ance 

The General Assembly, 
Conscious of the need to promote universal respect for, 

and observance of, human rights and fundamental free
doms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language 
or religion, 

Reaffirming its resolution 36/55 of 25 November 1981, 
by which it proclaimed the Declaration on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based 
on Religion or Belief, 

Recalling its resolution 45/136 of 14 December 1990, in 
which it requested the Commission on Human Rights to 
continue its consideration of measures to implement the 
Declaration, 

Encouraged by the efforts being made by the Commis
sion on Human Rights and by the Subcommission on Pre
vention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities to 
study relevant developments affecting the implementation 
of the Declaration, 

Recalling Commission on Human Rights resolution 
1990/27 of 2 March 199037 and Economic and Social 
Council decision 1990/229 of 25 May 1990, by which the 
mandate of the Special Rapporteur appointed to examine 
incidents and governmental actions in all parts of the world 
that are incompatible with the provisions of the Declara
tion and to recommend remedial measures as appropriate 
was extended for two years, 

Recognizing that it is desirable to enhance the promo-
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tional and public information activities of the United Nations 
in matters relating to freedom of religion or belief and that 
both Governments and non-governmental organizations 
have an important role to play in this domain, 

Emphasizing that non-governmental organizations and 
religious bodies and groups at every level have an impor
tant role to play in the promotion of tolerance and the pro
tection of freedom of religion or belief by, inter alia, en
gaging in the examination of the most effective means to 
promote the implementation of the Declaration, 

Conscious of the importance of education in ensuring 
tolerance of religion and belief, 

Seriously concerned that intolerance and discrimination 
on the grounds of religion or belief continue to occur in 
many parts of the world and that in some respects the in
cidence thereof has increased, 

Believing that further efforts are therefore required to 
promote and protect the right to freedom of thought, con
science, religion and belief and to eliminate all forms of 
intolerance and discrimination based on religion or belief, 

Recalling that 1991 marks the tenth anniversary of the 
proclamation by the General Assembly of the Declaration 
and that this provides an opportunity to reinforce efforts 
aimed at the effective implementation of the Declaration, 

Recalling also that the Commission on Human Rights 
welcomed the working paper prepared by Mr. Theo van 
Boven,170 member of the Subcommission on Prevention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, which con
tained a compilation of provisions relevant to the elimina
tion of intolerance and discrimination based on religion or 
belief, as well as the issues and factors to be considered 
before any drafting of a further binding international in
strument, and emphasizing, in this connection, the rele
vance of General Assembly resolution 41/120 of 4 Decem
ber 1986 entitled "Setting international standards in the 
field of human rights", 

I. Reaffirms that freedom of thought, conscience, re
ligion and belief is a right guaranteed to all without dis
crimination; 

2. Urges States, therefore, in accordance with their re
spective constitutional systems and with such internation
ally accepted instruments as the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights,8 the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights26 and the Declaration on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based 
on Religion or Belief, to provide, where they have not al
ready done so, adequate constitutional and legal guarantees 
of freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief, in
cluding the provision of effective remedies where there is 
intolerance or discrimination based on religion or belief; 

3. Urges all States to take all appropriate measures to 
combat intolerance and to encourage understanding, toler
ance and respect in matters relating to freedom of religion 
or belief and, in this context, to examine where necessary 
the supervision and training of members of law enforce
ment bodies, civil servants, educators and other public of
ficials to ensure that, in the course of their official duties, 
they respect different religions and beliefs and do not 
discriminate against persons professing other religions or 
beliefs; 

4. Calls upon all States to recognize, as provided in the 
Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms oflntolerance 
and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief, the 

right of all persons to worship or assemble in connection 
with a religion or belief, and to establish and mainta.in 
places for these purposes; 

5. Also calls upon all States in accordance with their 
national legislation to exert utmost efforts to ensure that 
religious places and shrines are fully respected and pro
tected; 

6. Urges all States to consider, in the context of the 
tenth anniversary in 1991 of the proclamation of the Dec
laration by the General Assembly, what further measures 
might be taken at the national and regional levels to pro
mote the effective implementation of the Declaration; 

7. Invites the United Nations University and other aca
demic and research institutions to undertake programmes 
and studies on the encouragement of understanding, toler
ance and respect in matters relating to freedom of religion 
or belief; 

8. Considers it desirable to enhance the promotional 
and public information activities of the United Nations in 
matters relating to freedom of religion or belief and to en
sure, especially in the context of the tenth anniversary of 
the proclamation of the Declaration, that appropriate meas
ures are taken to this end in the World Public Information 
Campaign for Human Rights; 

9. Invites the Secretary-General to continue to give 
high priority to the dissemination of the text of the Decla
ration, in all the official languages of the United Nations, 
and to take all appropriate measures to make the text avail
able for use by United Nations information centres, as well 
as by other interested bodies; 

I 0. Encourages the continued efforts on the part of the 
Special Rapporteur appointed to examine incidents and 
governmental actions in all parts of the world that are in
compatible with the provisions of the Declaration and to 
recommend remedial measures as appropriate; 

II. Recommends that the promotion and protection of 
the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion be 
given appropriate priority in the work of the United Nations 
programme of advisory services in the field of human 
rights, with regard to, inter alia, the drafting of basic legal 
texts in conformity with international instruments on 
human rights and taking into account the provisions of the 
Declaration; 

12. Welcomes the announced intention of the Human 
Rights Committee to prepare a general comment on article 
18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, dealing with freedom of thought, conscience and 
religion; 

13. Welcomes also the efforts of non-governmental 
organizations to promote the implementation of the Decla
ration; 

14. Requests the Secretary-General to invite interested 
non-governmental organizations to consider what further 
role they could envisage playing in the implementation of 
the Declaration and in the dissemination of its text in na
tional and local languages; 

15. Urges all States to consider disseminating the text 
of the Declaration in their respective national languages 
and to facilitate its dissemination in national and local 
languages; 

16. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to 
continue its consideration of measures to implement the 
Declaration; 
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17. Decides to consider the question of the elimination 
of all forms of religious intolerance at its forty-seventh ses
sion under the item entitled "Human rights questions". 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/132. Situation in Myanmar 

The General Assembly, 
Reaffirming that all Member States have an obligation 

to promote and protect human rights and fundamental free
doms as stated in the Charter of the United Nations and 
elaborated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,8 

the International Covenants on Human Rights26 and other 
applicable human rights instruments, 

Aware that, in accordance with the Charter, the Organi
zation promotes and encourages respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms for all and that the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights states that "the will of the 
people shall be the basis of the authority of government", 

Recalling that the Government of Myanmar has assured 
the General Assembly and other United Nations bodies of 
its intention to take all necessary steps towards democracy 
in the light of the elections held in 1990, 

Noting with concern substantive available information 
indicating a grave human rights situation in Myanmar, 

Welcoming the statement by the Secretary-General on 
the award of the Nobel Peace Prize to Aung San Suu Kyi 
and his repeated appeals for her early release from house 
arrest, 

1. Notes the assurances of the Government of Myan
mar to take firm steps towards the establishment of a 
democratic State and looks forward to the early implemen
tation of this commitment; 

2. Expresses its concern at the information on the 
grave human rights situation and stresses the need for an 
early improvement of this situation; 

3. Urges the Government ofMyanmar to allow all citi
zens to participate freely in the political process in accord
ance with the principles of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights; 

4. Decides to continue its consideration of this ques
tion at its forty-seventh session. 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/133. Situation of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms in El Salvador 

The General Assembly, 
Guided by the principles of the Charter of the United 

Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,8 the 
International Covenant of Civil and Political Rights,26 ar
ticle 3 common to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 
1949 171 and Additional Protocol II to the Conventions, of 
1977,172 

Taking into account the commitments undertaken by the 
Central American Presidents in various joint statements on 
the promotion of, respect for and exercise of human rights, 

Noting with satisfaction that the Government of El Sal-

vador and the Frente Farabundo Marti para Ia Liberaci6n 
Nacional are pursuing the negotiating process that began 
on 4 April 1990 under the auspices of the Secretary-General, 
with a view to ending the armed conflict through political 
means as speedily as possible, promoting the democratiza
tion of the country, guaranteeing unrestricted respect for 
human rights and reunifying Salvadorian society, 

Taking into account the establishment of the United 
Nations Observer Mission in El Salvador, whose initial 
task, as part of a comprehensive peace-keeping operation, 
is to verify compliance with the partial agreement on human 
rights signed at San Jose on 26 July 1990,173 

Noting with satisfaction that the Government of El Sal
vador and the Frente Farabundo Marti para Ia Liberaci6n 
Nacional have agreed at Mexico City on important consti
tutional reforms on the issues relating to the armed forces, 
the judicial system, the electoral system and human rights 
which, with the exception of the issue relating to the armed 
forces, have already been ratified by the Legislative As
sembly. and on the establishment of the Commission on 
the Truth for the purpose of investigating serious acts of 
violence that have occurred in El Salvador since 1980, 

Noting with satisfaction the agreement reached by the 
two parties in New York on 25 September 1991,174 on the 
basis of which the negotiating process has continued inten
sively and without interruption, creating hopes that the set 
of political agreements necessary for ending the armed 
conflict can be agreed upon in the shortest possible time, 

Concerned that, despite a reduction in their number, 
serious violations of human rights and of the humanitarian 
rules of warfare persist, 

Noting with satisfaction that, in the present context of 
the negotiating process, the Frente Farabundo Marti para 
Ia Liberaci6n Nacional has unilaterally decided to desist 
from all offensive actions, urban operations and economic 
sabotage, and the Government of El Salvador has, for its 
part, decided to stop aerial bombing and the use of heavy 
artillery, decisions whose implementation is important in 
terms of increasing mutual trust and creating the necessary 
conditions for the achievement of a permanent cease-fire 
and the other objectives set out in the agreement signed at 
Geneva on 4 April 1990,175 

I. Commends the Special Representative of the Com
mission on Human Rights for his provisional report on the 
situation of human rights in El Salvador,17• and endorses 
the recommendations contained therein; 

2. Expresses its full support for the United Nations Ob
server Mission in El Salvador which, since 26 July 1991, 
has been verifying compliance with the partial agreement 
on human rights, and requests the Government of El Sal
vador and the Frente Farabundo Marti para la Liberaci6n 
Nacional to extend all facilities required for the discharge 
of its functions, ensure its security and comply as promptly 
as possible with the recommendations made to them; 

3. Expresses its satisfaction that the Government of El 
Salvador and the Frente Farabundo Marti para Ia Liberaci6n 
Nacional, as part of their efforts to resolve the armed con
flict, have signed agreements and established mechanisms 
for verification and monitoring in the field ofhuman rights, 
full respect for which is essential to the attainment of a just 
and lasting peace; 

4. Calls upon the Government of El Salvador and the 
Frente Farabundo Marti para Ia Liberaci6n Nacional to 
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take forthwith the actions and steps required to eradicate 
serious violations ofhuman rights and of the humanitarian 
rules of warfare; 

5. Urges the Government ofEI Salvador and the Frente 
Farabundo Marti para Ia Liberaci6n Nacional to continue 
negotiations until the necessary political agreements are ar
rived at to put an end to the armed conflict as speedily as 
possible, lay firm foundations for promoting the democra
tization of the country, guarantee full respect for human 
rights and bring about the reunification of Salvadorian 
society; 

6. Recognizes that it is an important precedent in Sal
vadorian penal justice to have pronounced guilty, on 25 
September 1991, two soldiers, one of them of high rank, 
involved in the assassination of the Rector and other Jesuit 
priests of the Central American University, their house
keeper and her daughter, and urges the competent authori
ties to continue their investigation in order to determine 
whether other persons may have been involved, with a 
view to assigning responsibility as appropriate; 

7. Notes with satisfaction that, in conformity with the 
New York Agreement,174 the National Commission for the 
Consolidation of Peace has been set up in its transitory 
phase, constituting a mechanism for the monitoring of and 
for the participation of civilian society in the process of 
the changes resulting from the negotiations between the 
parties; 

8. Urges the Government ofEI Salvador and the Frente 
Farabundo Marti para Ia Liberaci6n Nacional to strengthen 
the confidence-building and security measures adopted 
unilaterally in order to keep the armed conflicts suspended 
until political agreements are reached which will defini
tively put an end to the armed conflict and achieve the 
other objectives established in the agreement signed at 
Geneva on 4 April 1990;175 

9. Supports fully the work of mediation being done by 
the Secretary-General and his personal representative in 
the search for a political solution to the armed conflict; 

I 0. Decides to keep under consideration, during its 
forty-seventh session, the situation of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms in El Salvador, in conformity with 
the course of events in the country. 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/134. Situation of human rights in Iraq 

The General Assembly, 
Guided by the principles embodied in the Charter of the 

United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights8 and the International Covenants on Human 
Rights,26 

Reaffirming that all Member States have an obligation 
to promote and protect human rights and fundamental free
doms and to fulfil the obligations they have undertaken 
under the various international instruments in this field, 

Mindful that Iraq is a party to the International Cove
nants on Human Rights, 

Recalling Security Council resolution 688 ( 1991) of 5 
April 1991, in which the Council demanded an end to the 
repression of the Iraqi civilian population and insisted that 
Iraq should cooperate with humanitarian organizations and 

ensure that the human and political rights of all Iraqi citi
zens are respected, 

Recalling also the pertinent resolutions of the Comtnis
sion on Human Rights and the Subcommission on Preven
tion of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, which 
expressed grave concern at the flagrant violations of human 
rights by the Government of Iraq, 

Recalling in particular Commission on Human Rights 
resolution 1991174 of6 March 1991,38 in which the Com
mission requested its Chairman to appoint a special rap
porteur to make a thorough study of the violations of 
human rights by the Government of Iraq, based on all 
information the special rapporteur may deem relevant, in
cluding information provided by intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations and any comments and 
material provided by the Government of Iraq, and to sub
mit an interim report thereon to the General Assembly at 
its forty-sixth session and a report to the Commission at its 
forty-eighth session, 

Deeply concerned by the volume and extent of allega
tions of human rights violations by the Government of 
Iraq, such as arbitrary arrests and detentions, enforced or 
involuntary disappearances, torture, inhuman or degrading 
practices, extrajudicial killings, summary or arbitrary exe
cutions, hostage-taking and use of persons as "human 
shields", the lack of freedom of expression and the absence 
of an independent judiciary, 

Noting the view of the Special Rapporteur that these al
legations are each day increasing and necessitate consider
able and detailed examination, 

Deeply concerned by the fact that chemical weapons 
have been used on the Kurdish civilian population, by the 
forced displacement of hundreds of thousands of Kurds 
and the destruction of Kurdish towns and villages, as well 
as by the situation of tens of thousands of displaced Kurds 
living in camps in the north of Iraq and by the deportation 
of thousands of Kurdish families, 

Also deeply concerned by the repressive measures taken 
by the Government of Iraq against the Shiah communities 
in the south of Iraq, 

Concerned especially by the alleged use of excessive 
force by the Government of Iraq against Iraqi civilians, in 
particular the Kurds and the Shiites, 

Noting with interest the message conveyed to the Special 
Rapporteur by the Government oflraq of its intention fully 
to cooperate with him, with such cooperation including ac
ceptance of a visit to Iraq to investigate the allegations of 
violations of human rights in that country, 

Regretting, however, that the Government of Iraq has 
failed to answer a considerable number of specific ques
tions asked by the Special Rapporteur on acts being com
mitted by the Government of Iraq that are incompatible 
with international human rights instruments that are bind
ing on that Government, 

I. Takes note with appreciation of the interim report 
of the Special Rapporteur177 and the considerations and ob
servations contained therein; 

2. Expresses its deep concern about the numerous and 
detailed allegations of grave human rights violations by the 
Government of Iraq to which the Special Rapporteur has 
referred in his report, in particular: 

(a) Arbitrary detention, including that of women, chil
dren and the elderly, as well as the systematic practice of 
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torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading practices, 
and of enforced or involuntary disappearances as a part of 
a general structured programme of repression aimed at 
quelling opposition; 

(b) Extrajudicial killings, including political killings 
and summary or arbitrary executions throughout the coun
try, particularly in the northern Kurdish autonomous region, 
in southern Shiah centres and in the southern marshes; 

(c) Hostage-taking and the use of persons as "human 
shields", a most grave and blatant violation oflraq's obli
gations under international law; 

3. Calls upon the Government oflraq to release all per
sons arrested and detained without ever being informed of 
charges against them, and without access to legal counsel 
or due process of law; 

4. Also calls upon the Government of Iraq, as a State 
party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights,26 to abide by its obligations under this Covenant 
and under other international instruments on human rights, 
and particularly to respect and ensure these rights for indi
viduals irrespective of their origin within its territory and 
subject to its jurisdiction, including Kurds and Shiites; 

5. Regrets the failure of the Government oflraq to pro
vide satisfactory replies to all the allegations of violations 
of human rights, and calls upon it to reply quickly in a 
comprehensive and detailed manner to these allegations so 
as to enable the Special Rapporteur to form an accurate 
assessment as a basis for his recommendations to the Com
mission on Human Rights; 

6. Urges, therefore, the Government oflraq to accord 
its full cooperation to the Special Rapporteur during his 
forthcoming visit to Iraq to investigate the allegations of 
violations of human rights; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to give all necessary 
assistance to the Special Rapporteur to fulfil his mandate; 

8. Decides to continue the examination of the situation 
of human rights in Iraq during its forty-seventh session 
under the item entitled "Human rights questions", in the 
light of additional elements provided by the Commission 
on Human Rights and the Economic and Social Council. 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/135. Situation of human rights in Kuwait under 
Iraqi occupation 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 45/170 of 18 December 1990, 
Guided by the principles embodied in the Charter of the 

United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights,8 the International Covenants on Human Rights26 

and the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949,171 

Aware of its responsibility to promote and encourage re
spect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all 
and resolved to remain vigilant with regard to violations 
of human rights wherever they occur, 

Reaffirming that all Member States have an obligation 
to promote and protect human rights and fundamental free
doms and to fulfil obligations they have freely undertaken 
under the various international instruments, 

Expressing its grave concern at the grave violations of 

humarJ rights and fundamental freedoms during the occu
pation of Kuwait, 

I. Takes note with satisfaction of Commission on 
Human Rights resolution 1991167 of 6 March 1991 ;38 

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Special Rapporteur 
on the situation of human rights in Kuwait under Iraqi 
occupation for his preliminary report; 178 

3. Expresses its deep concern for Kuwaiti and third
country national detainees and missing persons in Iraq; 

4. Requests the Government of Iraq to provide infor
mation on all Kuwaiti persons and third-country nationals 
deported from Kuwait between 2 August 1990 and 26 Feb
ruary 1991 who may still be detained and, in accordance 
with its obligations under article 118 of the Geneva Con
vention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War of 
12 August 1949179 and article 134 of the Geneva Conven
tion relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time 
of War of 12 August 1949,180 to release these persons with
out delay; 

5. Also requests the Government of Iraq to provide, in 
accordance with its obligations under articles 120 and 121 
of the Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Pris
oners ofWar and articles 129 and 130 of the Geneva Con
vention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in 
Time of War, detailed information on persons arrested in 
Kuwait between 2 August 1990 and 26 February 1991 who 
may have died during or after that period while in deten
tion, as well as on the site of their graves; 

6. Further requests the Government of Iraq to search 
for the persons still missing and to cooperate with interna
tional humanitarian organizations, such as the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, in this regard; 

7. Requests that the Government of Iraq cooperate with 
and facilitate the work of international humanitarian or
ganizations, notably the International Committee of the 
Red Cross, in their search for and eventual repatriation of 
Kuwaiti and third-country national detainees and missing 
persons. 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December /991 

46/136. Situation of human rights in Afghanistan 

The General Assembly, 
Guided by the principles embodied in the Charter of the 

United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights,8 the International Covenants on Human Rights26 

and accepted humanitarian rules as set out in the Geneva 
Conventions of 12 August 1949171 and the Additional Pro
tocols thereto, of 1977,181 

Aware of its responsibility to promote and encourage re
spect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all 
and resolved to remain vigilant with regard to violations 
of human rights wherever they occur, 

Reaffirming that all Member States have an obligation 
to promote and protect human rights and fundamental free
doms and to fulfil the obligations they have freely under
taken under the various international instruments, 

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 
1984/37 of 24 May 1984, in which the Council requested 
the Chairman of the Commission on Human Rights to 
appoint a special rapporteur to examine the situation of 
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human rights in Afghanistan, with a view to formulating 
proposals that could contribute to ensuring full protection 
of the human rights of the inhabitants of the country be
fore, during and after the withdrawal of all foreign forces, 

Recalling also its resolution 45/174 of 18 December 
1990 and all its other relevant resolutions, as well as the 
resolutions of the Commission on Human Rights and de
cisions of the Economic and Social Council, 

Taking note in particular of Commission. on f:Iuman 
Rights resolution 1991178 of6 March 1991,38 m wh1ch t~e 
Commission decided to extend the mandate of the Spec1al 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Afghanistan 
for one year, and of Economic and Social Council decision 
1991/259 of31 May 1991, in which the Council confirmed 
the extension and requested the Special Rapporteur to re
port to the General Assembly at its forty-sixth session on 
the situation of human rights in Afghanistan, 

Emphasizing the relevance and validity for all parties 
concerned of the Agreements on the Settlement of the 
Situation Relating to Afghanistan, concluded at Geneva on 
14 April 1988,182 which constitute an important step to
wards a comprehensive political solution, 

Underlining the importance of the statement by the 
Secretary-General of21 May 1991,183 in w~ich he provided 
a five-point peace plan to serve as the bac;;1s for a compre
hensive political settlement in Afghanistan, acceptable to 
the majority of the Afghan people, 

Noting with satisfaction the joint statement of the United 
States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics of 13 September 1991,184 on the simultaneous cut
off of weapons deliveries to the Afghan parties by l Janu
ary 1992, and expressing the hope that such agreement will 
be implemented on a broader basis, 

Noting with deep concern that a situation of armed con
flict persists in Afghanistan, that acts of terrorism are per
petrated on a wide scale against the civilian population, 
that the treatment of prisoners detained in connection with 
the conflict usually does not conform to the humanitarian 
rules set out in the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 
and the Additional Protocols thereto, of 1977, 

Deeply concerned that more than five million refugees 
are still living outside Afghanistan, that many Afghans are 
displaced within the country and that despite a slight im
provement of the conditions for the return of refugees no 
massive return has been reported, 

Aware that the reasons given by the refugees for notre
turning to Afghanistan pending the achievement of a com
prehensive political solution and the establishment of a 
broad-based government include the continued fighting in 
some provinces, the use of very destructive arms in the 
conflict, the minefields that have been laid in many parts 
of the country, the lack of an effective authority in many 
areas, the destruction of the economy and other obstacles 
that would be encountered by refugees in returning to the 
country, 

Commending the activity carried out by the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the 
International Committee of the Red Cross in cooperation 
with the Afghan authorities, as well as non-governmental 
organizations, in favour of the people of Afghanistan, 

Taking note with appreciation of the interim report of 
the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in 

Afghanistan185 and of the conclusions and recommenda
tions contained therein, 

1. Welcomes the cooperation of the Afghan authorities 
with the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human 
rights in Afghanistan; 

2. Welcomes the cooperation that the Afghan authori
ties have extended, in particular to the Coordinator for 
Humanitarian and Economic Assistance Programmes Re
lating to Afghanistan and to international organizati'?ns, 
such as the specialized agencies, the Office of the Umted 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the Interna
tional Committee of the Red Cross; 

3. Welcomes the fact that the Special Rapporteur was 
able to visit areas in Afghanistan not under government 
control; 

4. Welcomes the steps taken by the Afghan authorities 
to reform the judicial system in order to conform it to in
ternational standards, and encourages them to continue 
with this process; 

5. Urges all parties concerned to increase their efforts 
in order to achieve a comprehensive political solution 
based on the five points of the Secretary-General's plan 183 

on the free exercise of the right to self-determination by 
the people of Afghanistan through democratic procedures 
acceptable to them, including free and fair elections, the 
cessation of hostilities and the creation of conditions that 
will permit the free return of refugees to their homeland in 
safety and honour, whenever they wish, and the full enjoy
ment of human rights and fundamental freedoms by all 
Afghans; 

6. Also urges all parties to the conflict to respect ac
cepted humanitarian rules as set out in the Geneva Con
ventions of 12 August 1949 and the Additional Protocols 
thereto, of 1977, to halt the use of weapons against the 
civilian population, to protect all prisoners from acts of re
prisals and violence, including ill-treatment, torture and 
summary executions, to transmit to the International Com
mittee of the Red Cross the names of all prisoners, to ex
pedite the exchange of prisoners wherever they may be 
held and to grant to the Committee unrestricted access to 
all parts of the country and the right to visit all prisoners 
in accordance with its established criteria; 

7. Calls upon all States and parties concerned to render 
all possible assistance in order to resolve the issue of all 
prisoners of war detained as a result of the conflict, includ
ing those from the forces loyal to the Afghan authorities 
and opposition groups, as an important humanitarian ques
tion; 

8. Also calls upon all States and parties concerned to 
render all possible assistance in order to resolve the issue 
of the Soviet prisoners of war as an important humanitarian 
question; 

9. Calls upon the Afghan authorities to investigate 
thoroughly the fate of those persons who have disappeared, 
to apply amnesty decrees equally to foreign detainees, to 
reduce the period during which prisoners await trial, to 
treat all prisoners, especially those awaiting trial or those 
in custody in juvenile rehabilitation centres, in accordance 
with the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of 
Prisoners, 151 adopted by the First United Nations Congress 
on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offend
ers, and to apply to all convicted persons article 14, para-
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graphs 3 (d) and 5, of the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights;26 

10. Takes note with interest of the reply of the Soviet 
authorities concerning the fate of those Afghan children 
who are in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; 186 

II. Notes improvements in the treatment of prisoners 
and urges all the parties to the conflict to conform fully to 
the humanitarian rules set out in the Geneva Conventions 
of 12 August 1949 and the Additional Protocols thereto, of 
1977; 

12. Notes with concern the allegations of atrocities that 
are still committed against Afghan soldiers, civil servants 
and captured civilians; 

13. Requests the Afghan authorities to take the proper 
steps in order to permit activity by the political opponents, 
and appeals to all conflicting parties to act likewise; 

14. Appeals to the Afghan authorities to commute the 
death sentences imposed on the persons who were alleg
edly involved in the attempted coup d'etat of March 1991; 

15. Expresses its concern at reports that the living con
ditions of refugees, especially those of women and chil
dren, are becoming increasingly difficult because of the 
decline in international humanitarian assistance; 

16. Urgently appeals to all Member States, humanitarian 
organizations and all parties concerned to cooperate fully, 
especially on the subject of mine detection and clearance, 
in order to facilitate the return of refugees and displaced 
persons to their homes in safety and dignity, in conformity 
with the Agreements on the Settlement of the Situation 
Relating to Afghanistan; 

17. Urgently appeals to all Member States and humani
tarian organizations to continue to promote the implementa
tion of the projects envisaged by the Coordinator for Humani
tarian and Economic Assistance Programmes Relating to 
Afghanistan and the programmes of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, especially the pilot projects for 
the repatriation of refugees; 

18. Urges all parties concerned to undertake all necessaiy 
measures to ensure the safety of the personnel of humani
tarian organizations involved in the implementation of United 
Nations humanitarian and economic assistance progranunes 
relating to Afghanistan and the programmes of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees; 

19. Also urges all parties concerned to extend their full 
cooperation to the Commission on Human Rights and its 
Special Rapporteur; 

20. Requests the Secretary-General to give all necessary 
assistance to the Special Rapporteur; 

21. Decides to keep under consideration, during its forty
seventh session, the situation of human rights in Afghanistan 
in the light of additional elements provided by the Commis
sion on Human Rights and the Economic and Social Council. 

75th plenary meeting 
1 7 December 1991 

46/137. Enhancing the effectiveness of the principle of 
periodic and genuine elections 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 44/146 of 15 December 1989 and 

45/150 of 18 December 1990, as well as Commission on 
Human Rights resolution 1989/51 of7 March 1989,36 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General, 187 

Aware of its obligations under the Charter of the United 
Nations to develop friendly relations among nations based on 
respect for the principle of equal rights and self-detemtination 
of peoples and to promote and encourage respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms for all, 

Reaffirming the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,8 

which provides that everyone has the right to take part in the 
government of his or her country, directly or through freely 
chosen representatives, that everyone has the right of equal 
access to public service in his or her country, that the will of 
the people shall be the basis of the authority of government 
and that this will shall be expressed in periodic and genuine 
elections which shall be by universal and equal suffrage and 
shall be held by secret vote or by equivalent free voting pro
cedures, 

Noting that the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights26 provides that every citizen shall have the 
right and the opportunity, without distinction of any kind, 
such as race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other 
opinion, national or social on gin, property, birth or other 
status, to take part in the conduct of public affairs, directly or 
through freely chosen representatives, to vote and to be 
elected at genuine periodic elections which shall be by uni
versal and equal suffrage and shall be held by secret ballot, 
guaranteeing the free expression of the will of the electors, 
and to have access, on general terms of equality, to public 
service in his or her country, 

Condemning the system of apartheid and any other denial 
or abridgement of the right to vote on the grounds of race, 
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, 
national or social origin, property, birth or other status, 

Recalling that, under the Charter, all States enjoy sover
eign equality and that each State, in accordance with the 
will of its people, has the right freely to choose and develop 
its political, social, economic and cultural systems, 

Recognizing that there is no single political system or 
electoral method that is equally suited to all nations and 
their people and that the efforts of the international com
munity to enhance the effectiveness of the principle of 
periodic and genuine elections should not call into question 
each State's sovereign right, in accordance with the will of 
its people, freely to choose and develop its political, social, 
economic and cultural systems, whether or not they con
form to the preferences of other States, 

Notmg with appreciation the advisory services and tech
nical assistance provided by the Centre for Human Rights 
of the Secretariat as well as the technical assistance pro
vided by the Department of Technical Cooperation for 
Development of the Secretariat and the United Nations 
Development Programme to some Member States, includ
ing those in transition to democracy, at their request, and 
inviting those bodies to continue and intensify these efforts 
as requested, 

Noting the electoral assistance provided to Member 
States at their request by the Organization, 

Affirming that electoral verification by the United Nations 
should remain an exceptional activity of the Organization 
to be undertaken in well-defined circumstances, primarily 
in situations with a clear international dimension, 

Taking note of the criteria contained in paragraph 79 of 
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the report of the Secretary-General' 88 which ought to be 
met before the Organization agrees to requests for electoral 
verification, 

I. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the 
Secretary-General; 

2. Underscores the significance of the Universal Dec
laration of Human Rights and the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights, which establish that the 
authority to govern shall be based on the will of the people, 
as expressed in periodic and genuine elections; 

3. Stresses its conviction that periodic and genuine 
elections are a necessary and indispensable element of sus
tained efforts to protect the rights and interests of the gov
erned and that, as a matter of practical experience, the right 
of everyone to take part in the government of his or her 
country is a crucial factor in the effective enjoyment by all 
of a wide range of other human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, embracing political, economic, social and cul
tural rights; 

4. Declares that determining the will of the people re
quires an electoral process that provides an equal opportu
nity for all citizens to become candidates and put forward 
their political views, individually and in cooperation with 
others, as provided in national constitutions and laws; 

5. Underscores the duty of each Member State, in ac
cordance with the provisions of the Charter of the United 
Nations, to respect the decisions taken by other States, in 
accordance with the will of their people, in freely choosing 
and developing their electoral institutions; 

6. Reaj]irms that apartheid must be abolished, that the 
systematic denial or abridgement of the right to vote on the 
grounds of race or colour is a gross violation of human 
rights and an affront to the conscience and dignity of man
kind, and that the right to participate in a political system 
based on common and equal citizenship and universal fran
chise is essential for the exercise of the principle of peri
odic and genuine elections; 

7. Affirms the value of the electoral assistance that the 
United Nations has provided at the request of some Mem
ber States, in the context of full respect for their sover
eignty; 

8. Believes that the international community should 
continue to give serious consideration to ways in which the 
United Nations can respond to the requests of Member 
States as they seek to promote and strengthen their elec
toral institutions and procedures; 

9. Endorses the view of the Secretary-General that 
he should designate a senior official in the Offices of the 
Secretary-General to act as a focal point, in addition to 
existing duties and in order to ensure consistency in the 
handling of requests of Member States organizing elec
tions, who would assist the Secretary-General to coordi
nate and consider requests for electoral verification and to 
channel requests for electoral assistance to the appropriate 
office or programme, to ensure careful consideration of re
quests for electoral verification, to build on experience 
gained to develop an institutional memory, to develop and 
maintain a roster of international experts who could pro
vide technical assistance as well as assist in the verification 
of electoral processes and to maintain contact with regional 
and other intergovernmental organizations to ensure appro
priate working arrangements with them and the avoidance 

of duplication of efforts, and requests the Secretary
General to designate such an official to take on these tasks; 

I 0. Determines that the designation of the senior offi
cial would neither pre-empt nor supersede ongoing ar
rangements regarding electoral assistance nor prejudice the 
operational arrangements for missions that the Organiza
tion may decide to undertake; 

II. Requests the Secretary-General to allocate when
ever appropriate, and within existing resources, a small 
number of staff and other resources to support the desig
nated senior official in carrying out his or her functions; 

12. Commends the Centre for Human Rights of the 
Secretariat as well as the Department of Technical Cooper
ation for Development of the Secretariat and the United 
Nations Development Programme for the advisory services 
and technical assistance that they have provided and con
tinue to provide to requesting Member States, and requests 
that they collaborate closely with the senior ofticial desig
nated by the Secretary-General and inform him or her of 
the assistance provided and activities undertaken by them 
in the area of electoral assistance; 

13. Requests the Secretary-General to notify the com
petent organ of the United Nations upon receipt of official 
requests from Member States for electoral verification and, 
upon the direction of that organ, to provide appropriate 
assistance; 

14. Also requests the Secretary-General to establish, in 
accordance with United Nations financial regulations, a 
voluntary trust fund for cases where the requesting Mem
ber State is unable to tinance, in whole or in part, the elec
toral verification mission and to propose guidelines for 
disbursements therefrom; 

15. Affirms the effectiveness of and the need for coordi
nation with intergovernmental organizations, including 
regional organizations having international electoral assist
ance experience; 

16. Commends the efforts of non-governmental organi
zations that have provided electoral assistance at the re
quest of Member States; 

17. Invites those Member States which have not re
sponded to the Secretary-General's request, pursuant to 
paragraph I 0 of resolution 45/150, to submit views con
cerning suitable approaches that will permit the Organiza
tion to respond to the requests from Member States for 
electoral assistance, to do so in order to enable the Secretary
General to include those views in his next report to the 
General Assembly; 

18. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the im
plementation of the present resolution, on the experience 
of the Organization in providing electoral assistance to 
requesting Member States and on recommendations for 
providing such assistance, on the detailed guidelines and 
terms of reference being developed for United Nations 
electoral involvement and on the nature and disposition of 
the requests from Member States, under the item entitled 
"Human rights questions". 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 
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46/138. Human rights in Haiti 

The General Assembly, 
Guided by the principles embodied in the Charter of the 

United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human 
Right..o;;8 and the International Covenants on Human 
Rights,26 

Reaffirming that all Member States are required to pro
mote and protect human rights and to comply with the 
obligations laid down in the various instruments in this 
field, 

Taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolution 
1991/77 of 6 March 1991 on the situation of human tights 
in Haiti,18 

Deeply concerned at the grave events occurring in Haiti 
since 29 September 1991, which abruptly and violently in
terrupted the democratic process in that country and have 
resulted in the violation of human rights and the loss of 
human lives, 

Concerned also at the current mass exodus of Haitian 
nationals from the country because of the deteriorating 
political and economic situation since 29 September 
1991, 

Noting the unanimous declaration on the situation of the 
displaced Haitians, adopted by the Permanent Council of 
the Organization of American States on 22 November 
1991.189 and the subsequent dispatch by the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights of an investigating team to 
Haiti on 4 December 1991, 

1. Reaffirms its resolution 4617 of II October !991 
concerning the situation of democracy and human righis in 
Haiti; 

2. Strongly condemns the overthrow of the constitu
tionally elected President, Jean-Bertrand Aristide. and the 
use of violence and military coercion and the subsequent 
violation of human rights in that country; 

3. Condemns also the flagrant human rights violations 
committed under the illegal Government set up following 
the coup of 29 September 1991, particularly summary exe
cutions, arbitrary arrests and detentions, torture, searches 
without warrant, rape, ransacking of private and public 
buildings, restrictions on the freedoms of movement, ex·· 
pression, ao;;sembly and association and the repression of 
popular demonstrations calling for the return of President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide; 

4. F..xpresses its appreciation to the Office of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees for the 
work it is doing in favour of the Haitian nationals fleeing 
the cmmtry and invites Member States to continue giving 
financial and material support for these efforts; 

5. Calls the attention of the international community 
to the fate of the Haitian nationals who are fleeing the 
country and requests its support for the efforts undertaken 
to assist them; 

6. Requests the Commission on Human Rights at its 
forty-eighth session to consider the report of the inde
pendent expert appointed by the Secretary-General to re
view the situation of human rights in Haiti, and invites the 
independent expert to submit an updated report to the 
Commission in the light of the events of 29 September 
1991 and subsequent developments. 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December !991 

46/139. Social development 

The General Assembly, 
Taking note of Economic and Social Council decision 

1991/230 of30 May 1991, 
Bearing 1n mind the general debate during the forty-sixth 

session of the General Assembly, 
Mindful of the Declaration of the Ministers for Foreign 

Affairs of the Group of 77. adopted on 3 0 September 1991, 
in which the Ministers reiterated the importance of social 
matters within the system of the United Nations, sttessed. 
the need for a concerted effort by developing countries to 
coordinate and harmonize their positions in this area :cmd, 
in this regard, welcomed the possibility of convening a 
world summit for social development, 190 

Tal..ing into account the debate on the question in the 
Third Committee and the widespread support expressed for 
the world summit for social development and for the con
sultations under way, 

Taking note of the statements delivered by the Dn·ector
General for Development and international Economic Co·· 
operation and the Director-General of the United Na~ion .. <; 

Office at Vienna and Head of the Centre for Social Devel
opment and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat before 
the Third Committee at the forty-sixth session, 1

"
1 

Recalling its resolution 421125 of 7 December 1987, in 
which it endorsed the Gu:,dmg Principles for Developmen
tal Social Welfare Policies and Programmes in the Near 
Future,"' 

Recalling also its resolution 44/65 of 8 December I 989, 
in which it reaffirn1ed the validity of the Guiding Princi
ples as an appropriate framework for future action in the 
field of social welfare and development, 

Mind.fiJI of the Declaration on Social Progress and De
velopment, proclaimed by the Assembly in its resolution 
2542 (XXIV) of I I December I 969, 

Conscious of the increasing international awareness of 
economic and social factors a'> important components of 
peace and security, 

I. Welcomes Economic and Social Council decision 
19911230, in which the Council requested the Secretary
General to carry out consultations with all Member States 
on the possibility of convening a world summit for social 
development and to report thereon to the Council at its 
regular session of 1992; 

2. Welcomes also the decision of the Secretary-General 
to appoint a special representative to carry out those con
sultations on his behalf, and invites the Special Repre
sentative to take due note in his report to the Secretary
General of the points of view expressed in the General 
Assembly and in the Third Committee on the world sum
mit for social development; 

3. Calls upon Governments to cooperate fully with the 
Secretary-General and his Special Representative by par
ticipating actively in those consultations; 

4. Requests the concerned organs, organizations and 
programmes of the United Nations system to assist the 
Secretary-General and his Special Representative in those 
consultations, as appropriate; 

5. Calls upon the Economic and Social Council, after 
considering the report of the Secretary-General requested 
by Council decision 1991'230, to make an appropriate rec-
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ommendation to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh 
session. 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

46/140. Rationalization of the work of the Third Com
mittee, including the biennial programme of 
work of the Committee for 1992-1993 

The General Assembly 
1. Takes note of the report of the Working Group on 

the Rationalization of the Work of the Third Committee;192 

2. Reaffirms the recommendations on the rationaliza
tion of the work of the Third Committee contained in Gen
eral Assembly resolution 45/175 of 18 December 1990 and 
recommends further rationalization measures, as outlined 
in annex I to the present resolution; 

3. Approves the biennial programme of work of the 
Third Committee for 1992-1993, as contained in annex II 
to the present resolution; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to draw up the pro
visional agenda for the Third Committee at the forty-seventh 
session in accordance with the present resolution. 

ANNEX I 

75th plenary meeting 
17 December 1991 

Further measures for the rationalization of the work or 
the Third Committee 

A. GUIDEUNES CONCERNING TIME·LIMrrS AND NUMBER OF Sf ATEMENTS 

BY DELEGATIONS AND SECRETARIAT OFFICIALS 

l. In accordance with rule 106 of the rules of procedure of the General 
Assembly and paragraph 22 of decision 34/40 I on the rationalization of 
the procedures and organization oft be General Assembly, at the beginning 
of each session, the Chairman of the Third Committee should propose to 
the Committee the limitation of the time to be allowed to speakers. 

2. Further to General Assembly resolution 45/175 of 18 December 
1990, on the rationalization of the work of the Third Committee, statements 
made by delegations or on behalf of groups of delegations and by Secre
tariat officials, unless decided otherwise by the Committee at the beginning 
of the session, should not exceed 15 minutes. This time-limit will have to 
be applied with a degree of flexibility towards all speakers. With a view 
to saving time, all speakers are encouraged to exercise self-discipline, in 
particular delegations associated with group statements. For practical rea· 
sons, group statements are encouraged for the first day of the discussion 
of an item or sub-item. In this connection, it is important to emphasize the 
timely distribution of documentation in accordance with the rules of pro
cedure of the General Assembly, in order to enable delegations to inscribe 
themselves on the list of speakers at an early stage. 

Introductory statements /Jy Secretariat officials 

3. In addition to the provisions contained in General Assembly reso
lution 45/175 concerning introductory statements by Secretariat officials, 
introductory statements should be made at the beginning of the discussion 
of an item. 

Statements under the items entitled "Elimination of racism and racial 
discrimination" atJd "Right of peoples to self-determination" 

4. In accordance with General Assembly resolution 45/175, the above 
items are to be discussed jointly. 

5. Delegations wishing to make two separate statements, i.e., one on 
each of the above items, may do so. 

Statements under the item entilled "Social development: (a) Questions re
lating to the world social situation and to youth, ageing. disabled per
sons and the family; (b) Crime prevention and criminal justice" 

6. In accordance with General Assembly resolution 45/175, sub-items 
(a) and (b) are to be discussed separately. 

7. Delegations wishing to make two separate statements under sub
item (a) may do so. 

Statements under the item entitled "Human rights questions: (a) Imple
mentation of human rights instruments; (b) Human rights questions. in
cluding alternative approaches for improving the effective enjoyment of 
human rights and fUndamental freedoms; (c) Human rights situations 
and reports of special rapporteurs and representatives·· 

8. In its resolution 45/175, the General Assembly recommended that 
sub-item (a) should be discussed separately and that sub-items (b) and (c) 
should be discussed jointly. 

9. Delegations wishing to make two statements under this item may 
do so, but no statement should be made on any of the sub-items twice. 

B. INTRODUCTION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS 

10. Statements introducing draft resolutions should be as brief as pos
sible. 

C. DRAFT RESOL\JTIONS ON REPORTS OF TREATY BODIES AND REPORT,~ 

OFTHI! SI!CRETARY-GI!NERAL ON 11ffi STATUS OF TilE TREATIES 

II. Reports of all treaty bodies will, in accordance with their respec
tive legislative mandates, be submitted to the General Assembly annually. 
Substantive resolutions on those reports should be adopted biennially, in 
accordance with the programme of work of the Third Committee. Where 
possible, it is recommended that separate drafi resolutions on the status of 
the treaties should not be submitted but should be incorporated in the drafi 
resolution relating to the report of the treaty body. In alternate years, the 
Committee should simply take note of the reports unless more substantive 
action is deemed appropriate. 

D. DRAFT PROPOSALS EMANATING FROM SUBSIDIARY ORGANS 

OF TilE EcONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

12. The Economic and Social Council, in transmitting draft proposals 
to the General Assembly should, to the extent possible, bear in mind the 
programme of work of the Third Committee. 

E. ORGANIZATION OF WORK 

13. An informal meeting of the Third Committee should be held im
mediately after the election of the members of its Bureau in order to con
sider the programme of work of the Committee based on a draft to be 
prepared by the Secretariat and to consider other organizational aspects 
relating to the Committee's work, especially the status of documentation. 

14. The items allocated to the Third Committee for consideration 
during the forty-seventh session of the General Assembly should be taken 
up in the following order: 

Item 2. Elimination of racism and racial discriminationt93 

Item 3. Right of peoples to self-determination 193 

Item 4. Social development: 

(a) Questions relating to the world social situation and to you! h. 
ageing, disabled persons and the fnmily; 194 

(b) Crime prevention and criminal justice 194 

Item 5. Advancement of women 

Item 6. Narcotic drugs 

Item 8. Human rights questions: 

(a) Implementation of human rights instnunents; 195 

(b) Human rights questions, including alternative approaches 
for improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms; 196 

(c) Human rights situations and reports of special rapporteurs 
and representatives196 

Item 7. Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 
questions relating to refugees, returnees and displaced persons 
and humanitarian questions: 

(a) Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Rcfu
gees;J97 

(b) Questions relating to refugees, returnees and displaced per
sons;197 

(c) Humanitarian questions197 

Item I. Report of the Economic and Social Council(item 12) 

15. This arrangement may be reviewed at the organizational meeting 
of the Third Committee particularly in the light of the status of documen
tation at that time. 
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F. GENERAL GUIDELINES REGARDING THE PREPARATION AND SUBMISSION 

OF DRAFT RESOL\IT!ONS 

16. In drawing up draft resolutions, delegations are requested to adhere 
to the programme of work of the Third Committee agreed to in General 
Assembly resolution 45/175 and as reproduced below. 

17. If a report is deemed necessary, clear indications should be given 
in the draft resolution regarding the contents. scope and nature of the report 
requested. 

18. Delegations should be urged not to request the inscription of a 
separate item on the agenda if the subject-matter can be dealt with under 
the existing agenda items as indicated in resolution 45/\75. 

19. With a view to ensuring adequate time for the proper consideration 
by the Third Committee of draft proposals, delegations are cccouraged to 
circulate their draft texts as early as possible. 

20. In this connection, delegations are invited to take into account the 
general guidelines agreed upon in resolution 451175 regarding the submis
sion of draft proposals and as set out below:198 

Item 1. Report of the Economic and Social Council 

Matters calling for action by the General Assembly (Third Committee) or 
brought to its attention 

--Questions that do not fall within the purview of the other items on 
the agenda of the General Assembly allocated to the Third Committee 

Item 2. Elimination of racism and racial discrimination 

Annual 

Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Second Decade to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 

Report of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 

Status of the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment 
of the Crime of Apartheid 

Biennial 

Adverse consequences for the enjoyment of human rights of political, mili
tary, economic and other forms of assistance given to the racist regime 
of South Africa (even years) 

Status of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination (even years) 

Item 3. Right o(peoples to se/f-<ietermination 

Annual 

Importance of the universal realization of the right of peoples to self
determination and of the speedy granting of independence to colonial 
countries and peoples for the effective guarantee and observance of 
human rights 

Universal realization of the right of peoples to self-determination 

Use of mercenaries as a means to violate human rights and to impede the 
exercise of the right of people to self-Jetermination (to be considered 
biennially after the entry into force of the International Convention 
against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of Mercenaries) 

Item 4. Social development 

(a) Questions relating to tht• world social situation and to youth, ageing. 
disabled perso1~v and the fami(v 

Annual 

World social situation 19
Q 

Implementation of the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled 
Persons and the United Nations Decade of Disabled l'ersons (biennially 
after end of Decade in 1992) 

Implementation of the International Plan of Action on Ageing and related 
activities (biennially after 1993) 

International Literacy Year ( 1995) 

Biennial 

Achievement of social justice (even years) 

Policies and programmes involving youth (even years) 

National experience in promoting the cooperative movement (even years) 

Popular participation in its V3rious fom1s as an important factor in devel-
opment and in the full realization of all human rights (odd years) 

Implementation of the Guiding Principles for Developmental Social Wel
fare Policies and Programmes in the l"car Fulurc (ndd years) 

---------------
International Year of the Family, 1994 (1993 and 1994; therealler, hit·n· 

nially, if necessary) 

Qllinquennial 

Anniversary of the Declardtion on Social Progress and Development (even 
years) 

(b) Crime prevention and crimina/justice 

Biennial 

International cooperation in combating organized crime (even years) 

Crime prevention and criminal justice (odd years) 

Quinquennial 

Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders 
(1995) 

Item 5. Advancement of women 

Annual 

Implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies lor the Ad
vancement of Women 

Improvement of the status of women in the Secretariat 

Biennial 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against 
Women (even years) 

International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of 
Women (odd years) 

United Nations Development Fund for Women (odd years) 

National experience r~lating to the improvement of the situation of women 
in rural areas (odd years) 

Item 6. Narcotic drugs 

Annual 

Implementation of the Global Programme of Action against illicit produc
tion, supply, demand. trafficking and distribution of narcotic drugs and 
psychotropic substances 

International action to combat drug abuse and illicit trafficking 

Respect for the principles enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations 
and international law in the fight against drug abuse and illicit trafficking 
(1992)200 

United Nations International Drng Control Programme ( 1992)200 

Biennial 

Implementation of the United Nations Convention against Illicit Trallic in 
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (even years) 

Item 7. Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 
questions relating to refugees, returnees and displaced pt•rsons 
and humanitarian question., 

(a) Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

Aw-JUa! 

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refug~es 

(h) Questions relating to reji1gees. returnees and displaced persons 

Annual 

International Conference on the Plight of Refugees, Returnees and Dis-
placed PersC'Ins in Southern Africa 

International Conference on Central American Refugees 

Assi,tance to refugees, returnees and displaced persons in Africa 

(c) Humanitarian question., 

Biennial 

New international humanitarian order (even year5) 

Promotion of international cooperalion in the humanitarian field (even 
years) 

llumanitanan assistance to victims of natural di,astcrs and similar ?C~wr
gc-ncy ..:;ituatiuns (even years) 



114 General Assembly-Forty-sixth Session 

Item 8. Human rights questions 

(a) Implementation of human rights instruments 

Am1ual 

Effective implementation of international instruments on human rights, in
cluding reporting obligations under international instruments of human 
rights 

International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant 
Workers and Members of their Families (biennially after the entry into 
force of the Convention) 

Biennial 

Convention on the Rights of the Child (even years) 

Report of the Committee against Torture and status of the Convention 
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment (even years) 

United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture (even years) 

Status of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime 
of Genocide (even years) 

International Covenants on Human Rights (odd years) 

(b) Human rights questiom, including alternative approaches for im .. 
proving the effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms 

Annual 

Alternative approaches and ways and means within the United Nations 
system for improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and fun
damental freedoms 

Right to development 

Elimination of all forms of religious intolerance 

Question of enforced or involuntary disappearances (biennially after the 
adoption of a declaration thereon) 

Respect for the principles of national sovereignty and non-interference in 
the internal affairs of States in their electoral processes 

Enhancing tbe effectiveness of the princople of periodic and genuine 
elections 

World Conference on Human Rights 

Strengthening of the Centre for Human Rights of the Secretariat 

Non-discrimination and protection of minorities (1992)200 

Human rights and extreme poverty ( 1992)200 

International Year for the World's Indigenous People (1992, 1993 and 
1994) 

Strengthening of United Nations action in the field of human rights through 
the promotion of international cooperation and the importance of non
selectivity, impartiality and objectivity [to be determined) 

Biennial 

Respect for the right of everyone to own property alone as well as in as
sociation with others and its contribution to the economic and social 
development of Member States (even years) 

Summary or arbitrary executions (even years) 

Development of public information activities in the field of human rights 
(even years) 

International cooperation in solving international problems of a social, cul
tural or humanitarian character, and in promoting and encouraging uni
versal respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental 
freedoms (even years) 

Regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights 
(even years} 

Regional arrangements for the promotion and protection of human rights 
in the Asian and Pacific region (even years) 

United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations (even years) 

Human rights and mass exoduses (odd years) 

Human rights in the administration of justice (odd years) 

Human rights and scientific and technological progress (odd years) 

National institutions for the protection and promotion of human rights (odd 
years) 

(c) Human rights situations and reports of special rapporteurs and 
representatives 

ANNEX II 

Biennial programme of work of the Third Commlltee 
for 1992-1993 
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Item I. Report of the Economic and Social Cou11cil 

Matters calling for action by the General Assembly (Third Com
mittee) or brought to its attention 

Documentation 

Relevant chapters of the report of the Economic and Social Councol on 
questions that do not fall within the purview of the other items on the 
agenda of the General Assembly allocated to the Third Committee 

Item 2. Elimilll1lion of racism and racial discrimination 

Documentation 

Relevant chapter of the report oft he Economic and Social Council (reso
lution 46/85, para. 24) 

Report of the Conunittee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
(resolutions 2106 A (XX) of21 December 1965 and 46/83, para. II) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the status of the International Con
vention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
(resolutions 2106 A (XX) and 45/89 of 14 December 1990) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the financial situation of the Com
mittee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (resolution 46/83, 
paras. 10 and II) 

Report of the Special Rapporteur on adverse consequences for the en· 
joyment of human rights of political, military, economic and other 
forms of assistance given to the racist regime of South Africa (reso
lution 45/84 of 14 December 1990) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the activities relating to the Sc,·ond 
Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination (resolution 
46/85, paras. 16 and 24) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the status of the International Con
vention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid 
(resolutions 3380 (XXX) of 10 November 1975 and 46/84, para. II) 

Report of the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts on Southern Africa 
(Economic and Social Council decision 1991/237 of 31 May 1991) 

Item 3. Right of peoples to self-<Jetermination 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on the universal realization oflhe right 
of peoples to self-determination (resolution 46/88, para. 6) 

Report of the Special Rapporteur of the Conunission on Human Rights 
on the use of mercenaries as a means to violate human rights and to 
impede the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination (reso
lution 46/89, para. 10) 

Item 4. Social developmem202 

(a) Questions relating to the world social situation and to youth. ageing. 
disabled persons a11d the fami(,l- 03, 21l4, 20S 

Documentation 

Relevant chapter of the report of the Economic and Social Council 

In its resolution 46/96, paragraph 19, the General Assembly requested 
the Economic and Social Council at its next session to give its views 
on the continuation of the Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Dec
ade of Disabled Persons, with new terms of reference in response to 
General Assembly resolution 45/91 of 14 December 1990, and to sub
mit its recommendations to the Assembly at its forty-seventh session. 

In its resolution 46/139, paragraph 5, the General Assembly called upon 
the Economic and Social Council, after considering the report of the 
Secretary-General requested by Council decision 19911230 of30 May 
1991, concerning the possibility of convening a world summit for 
social development, to make an appropriate recommendation to th< 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session. 

Report of the Secretary-General on the status and role of cooperatives 
in the light of new economic and social trends (resolution 44/~8 of 
8 December 1989, para. 4) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the policies 
and programmes involving youth (resolution 4~/103 of 14 December 
1990, para. 14) 
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Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the Interna

tional Plan of Action on Ageing: integration of the elderly in devel
opment (resolution 46/94, para. 22) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the World 
Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons and the United 
Nations Decade of Disabled Persons (resolution 46/96, para. 21) 

(b) Crime prevention and criminal justice 

Documentation 

Relevant chapter of the report of the Economic and Social Council on, 
inter alia, international cooperation in combating organized crime 
(resolutions 44/71 of 8 December 1989, para. 3, and 45/123 of 14 
December 1990, para. 3} 

Report of the Secretary-General on measures taken to implement the 
statement of principles and programme of action of the United Nations 
c1ime prevention and criminal justice programme (resolution 46/152, 
para. 14) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the resolution 
on the United Nations African Institute for the Prevention of Crime 
and the Treatment of Offenders (resolution 46/151, para. 3) 

Item 5. Advancement of women 
Documentation 

Relevant chapter of the report of the Economic and Social Council 

Report of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against 
Women 

Report of the Secretary-General on the status of the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Form..~ of Discrimination against Women (resolu
tion 45/124 of 14 December 1990, para. 4) 

Report of the Administrator of the United Nations Development Pro
gramme on the United Nations Development Fund for Women (reso
lution 46/97) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the Nairobi 
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women (resolu
tion 46/98, para. 30) 

Report of the Secretary-General on a comprehensive study of the bar
riers to the advancement of women and an action programme for the 
advancement of women in the Secretariat for the period 1991-1995 
(resolution 46/100, para. 5) 

Item 6. Narcotic drugs 

Documentation 

Relevant chapter of the report of the Economic and Social Council on: 

--Appointment of a Coordinator for tbe United Nations Decade 
against Drug Abuse, 1991-2000 (resolution 46/!03, sect. I, pam. II) 

--Economic and social consequences of illicit trafficking in narcotic 
drugs and psychotropic substances (resolution 46/103, sect. II, 
para. 3) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the United 
Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances (resolution 45/146 of 18 December 1990, 
para. 7) 

Annual report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the 
Global Programme of Action against illicit production, supply, de
mand, trafficking and distribution of narcotic drugs and psychotropic 
substances (resolutions 46/102, para. 5, and 46/101, para. 4) 

Report of the Secretary-General on international action to combat drug 
abuse and illicit trafficking (resolution 461103, sect. I, para. 23) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations International 
Drug Control Programme (resolution 46/104, para. II) 

Item 7. Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 
que~tions relating to refugees. returnees and displaced persons 
and humanitarian questions 

(a) Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

Documentation 

Relevant chapter of the report of the Economic and Social Council 

Report of the United Nations High Conunissioner for Refugees 

(b) Questions relating to rejugees, returnees and displaced persons 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on th~ International Conference on 
Central American Refugees (resolution 46/107, para. 12) 

Report oftbe Secretary-General on assistance to refugees, returnees and 
displaced persons in Africa (resolution 46/108, para. II) 

(c) Humanitarian questions 

Documentation 

Report of the Secretary-General on humanitarian assistance to victun• 
of natural disasters and similar emergency situations (resolution 
45/100 of 14 December 1990, para. 8) 

Report of the Secretary-General on a new international humanitarian 
order (resolution 45/101 of 14 December 1990, para. 5) 

Item 8. Human rights questions 

(a) Implementation of human rights instruments 
Documentation 

Relevant chapter of the report of the Economic and Social Council 

Report of the Committee against Torture (resolution 39/46 of 10 De-
cember 1984) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the status of the Convention against 
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punish
ment (decision 46/428) 

Report of the Human Rights Committee 

Report of the Secretary-General on the status of the Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (resolution 
451152 of 18 December 1990, para. 5) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the effective implementation of in
ternational instruments on human rights, including reporting obliga
tions under international instruments on human rights, to contain the 
following: 

(i) Financing and adequate staffing resources for the operations of 
human rights treaty bodies (resolution 46/111, para. 6 (b)); 

(ii) Financial, legal and other implications of providing full funding 
for the operation of all human rights treaty bodies (resolution 
46/111, para. 10); 

(iii) Conclusions and recommendations of the meetings of persons 
chairing hurnan rights treaty bodies, in the light of the delibera
tions of the Commission on Human Rights (resolution 461111, 
para. 14) 

Report of the Committee on the Rights of the Child (resolut1ons 44/25 
of 20 November 1989 and 461112, para. 10) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the status of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (resolution 46/112, para. 14) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the status of the International Con
vention on the Protection of the Rights of A 11 Migrant Workers and 
Members of Their Families (resolution 46/114, para. 6) 

(b) Human rights questions, including alternative approaches jor im
proving the effective enjovment of human rights and fundamrntal 
freedoms 

Docume,JtcJtion 

Relevant chapter of the report of the Economic and Social Council 

Report of the Secretary-General on the development of public informa-
tion activities in the field of human rights (resolution 45/99 of 14 De
cember 1990, para. 16) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the status of the United Nations 
Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations (see decision 45/433 of 
18 December 1990) 

Report of the Preparatory Committee for the World Conference on 
Human Rights (resolutions 451155 of 18 December 1990 and 46/116, 
para. 8) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the state of the regional arrange
ments for the promotion and protection of human rights (resolution 
45/167 of 18 December 1990, para. 10) 

Report of the Secretary-Genera! on the views of Member States on Gen
eral Assembly resolution 431124 regarding the impact of property on 
the enjoyment of human rights and fundamental freedoms (see d~ci
sion 45/427 of 14 December 1990) 

Report of the Secretary-General on regional arrangements for the pro
motion and protection of human rights in the Asian and Pacific region 
(resolution 45/168 of 18 December 1990, para. 8) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the preparation of the draft declara
tion on the ''"'·.s of persons belonging to national, ethnic, religious 
and lingui.-,,,- rmnorities I resolution 46/115, para. 2\ 
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Report of the Secretary-General on the developments relating to the 
activities of the Centre for Human Rights of the Secretariat and on 
the measures to implement General Assembly resolution 46/118 
(resolution 46/118, para. 3) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the activities of the organizations of 
the Uniled Nations system on the implementation of the Declaration 
on the Right to Development (resolution 46/123, para. 8) 

Report of the Secretary-General on human rights and mass exoduses 
(resolution 46/127, paras. 20-22) 

Report of the Secretary-General on respect for the principles of national 
sovereignty and non-interference in the internal affairs of States in 
their electoral processes (resolution 46/130, para. II) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of resolution 
46/137, on the experience of the Organization in providing electoral 
assistance to requesting Member States and recommendations for pro
viding such assistance, on the detailed guidelines and terms of refer
ence being developed for United Nations electoral involvement and 
on the nature and disposition of the requests from Member States 
(resolution 46/137, para. 18) 

QuestiorJS for consideration for which no advance documentation has 
been requested 

Respect for the right of everyone to own property alone as well as in 
association with others and its contribution to the economic and social 
development of Member States (resolution 45/98 of 14 December 
1990, para. 6) 

International cooperation in solving international problems of a social, 
cultural or humanitarian character, and in promoting and encouraging 
universal respect for. and observance of, human rights and fundamen
tal freedoms (resolution 45/169 of 18 December 1990, para. 9) 

Alternative approaches and ways and means within the United Nations 
system for improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms (resolution 461117, para. 13) 

Human rights and extreme poverty (resolution 46/121, para. 6) 

Elimination of all forms of religious intolerance (resolution 46/131, 
para. 17) 

(c) Human rights sih1ations and reports of special rapporteur. and r,>p
resentative.• 

Relevant chapter of the report of the Economic and Social Council on: 

·-Situation of human rights in Iraq (resolution 46/134, para. 8) 

-Situation of human rights in Afghanistan (resolution 461136, 
para. 21) 

Questions for consideration for which no advance documerll<~tion ha-< 
been requested 

Situation in Myanmar (resolution 46/132, para. 4) 

Situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in El Salvador 
(resolution 46/133, para. 10) 
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Item I. Report of the Economic and Social Council 

Matters calling for action by the General Assembly (Third Committee) 
or brought to its attention 

Documentation 

Relevant chapters of the report of the Economic and Social Council on 
questions that do not fall within the purview of the other items on the 
agenda of the General Assembly allocated to the Third Committee 

Item 2. Elimi110Jion of racism and mcial discrimination 

Documentation 

Relevant chapter of the report of the Economic and Social Co unci I 
(resolution 46/85, para. 24) 

Report of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
(resolutions 2106 A (XX) of 21 December 1965 and 46/83, para. II) 

Report of the Secretary-Gcnerdl on the activities relating to the Second 
Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination (resolution 
46/85, para. 24) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the status of the International Con
vention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid 
(resolutions 3380 (XXX) of 10 November 1975 and 46/84, para. ll) 

Item 3. Right of peoplo?s to self-determination 

No advance documentatwn requested. 

Item 4. Social development 

(a) Questions relating to the world social situation and to youth, ag<'iiiX, 
disabled persons and the family 

Documentation 
Relevant chapter of the report of the Economic and Social Council 

Report on the world social situation (resolutions 44/56 of 8 December 
1989 and 46/95) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the progress achieved in the imple· 
mentation of and follow-up action to the Guiding Principles for De· 
velopmental Social Welfare Policies and Programmes in the Near 
Future (resolution 46/90, para. 13) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the International Year of the Family 
(resolution 46/92, para. 14) 

(b) Crime prevention and crimina/justice 

Documentation 

Relevant chapter of the report of the Economic and Social Council on, 
inter alia, international cooperation in combating organized crime 
(resolutions 44171 of 8 December 1989, para. 3. and 45/123 of 14 
December 1990, para. 3) 

Item 5. Advancement of women 
Documentation 

Relevant chapter of the report of the Economic and Social Council 

Report of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against 
Women 

Report of the Secretary-General on the status of the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (resolu· 
lion 45/124 of 14 December 1990, para. 4) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the improvement of the situation ol 
women in rural areas (resolution 44/78 of 8 December 1989, para. 4\ 

Annual report of the Secretary-General on progress and future strategies 
to implement action programmes on the improvement of the status of 
women in the Secretariat (resolution 44175 of 8 December 1989, 
para. 6) 

Report of the Administrator of the United Nations Development l'ro
gramme on the United Nations Development Fund for Women (reso
lution 46197) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations lnternattonal 
Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women 
(resolution 46199, para. 9) 

Item 6. Narcotic drugs 

Documentation 

Relevant chapter of the report of the Economic and Social Council 

Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the United 
Nations Convention against Illicit Tratlic in Narcotic Drugs and 
l'sychotropic Substances (resolution 45/146 of 18 December 1990. 
para. 7) 

Annual report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the 
Global Programme of Action against illicit production, supply, de
mand, trafficking and distribution of narcotic drugs and psychotropic 
substances (resolution 46/102, para. 5) 

Item 7. Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 
questiotJS relating to refugees, returnees and displaced persons 
and humanitarian questions 

(a) Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

Documentation 

Relevant chapter of the report of the Economic and Social Council 

Repott of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(b) Questions relating to refugees, returnees and displaced persons 

(c) Huma11ilarian questions 

Item 8. Human rights questions 

(a) Implementation of human rights instruments 

Documentation 

Relevant chapter of the report of the Economic and Social Council 

Report of the ComrniHee against Torture (resolution 39/46 of 10 De· 
cember 1984) 

Report of the Human Rights Committee 
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Report of the Secretary-General on the status of the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocols to 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (resolution 
46/ I 13, para. 18) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations Voluntary Fund 
for Victims of Torture (resolution 36/151 of 16 December 1981) 

(b) Human rights questions, including alternative approaches for im
proving the effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental 
freedoms 

Documentation 

Relevant chapter of the report of the Economic and Social Council on, 
inter alia, popular participation in its various forms as an important 
factor in development and in the full realization of all human rights 
(resolution 44/53 of 8 December 1989, para. 2) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the status of the United Nations 
Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations (see dcci>ion 45/433 of 
18 December 1990) 

Report of the Secretary-General on human rights in the administration 
of justice (resolution 46/120, para. 9) 

Report of the Secretary-General on national institutions for the protec
tion and promotion of human rights (resolutiOn 461124, para. 15} 

Questions for consideration for which no advance aocumentation has 
been requested 

Human rights and scientific and technological progress (resolution 
46/126, para. 6) 

Strengthening of United Nations action in the human rights field through 
the promotion of international cooperation and the importance of 
non-selectivity, impartiality and objectivity (resolution 46/129) 

(c) Human right• situations alld reports <>[special rapporle<Jrs a11d rep· 
resentalives 

46/152. Creation of an effective United Nations crime 
prevention and criminal justic(• programme 

The General Assembly, 
Alarmed by the scope of criminality and by the dangers 

posed to the welfare of all nations by the rising incidence 
of crime generally and by the many forms of criminal 
activity that have international dimensions, 

Alarmed also by the high cost of crime in both human 
and material terms, especially in its new and transnational 
forms, and aware of the effects of crime both on States and 
on individual victims, 

Recalling that, in its resolution 45/108 of 14 December 
1990, it decided to establish an intergovernmental working 
group to produce a report elaborating proposals for an ef
fective crime prevention and criminal justice programme 
and suggesting how that programme could most appropri
ately be implemented, 

Acknowledging with appreciation the work of the Inter
governmental Working Group on the Creation of an Effec
tive International Crime and Justice Programme,207 which 
met at Vienna from 5 to 9 August 1991, 

Acknowledging with appreciation also the work of the 
Ministerial Meeting on the Creation of an Effective United 
Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Pro
gramme, held in Paris from 21 to 23 November 1991,208 

Recognizing that criminality is a major concern of all 
nations and that it calls for a concerted response from the 
international community aimed at preventing crime and 
recidivism, improving the functioning of criminal justice 
and law enforcement, and increasing respect for individual 
rights, 

Acknowledging that a United Nations programme de-

voted to crime prevention and criminal justice can only be 
effective with the direct involvement of Member States, 

Convinced that the principal purpose of such a pro
gramme should be to provide practical assistance to States 
in combating both national and transnational crime, 

Noting the principles contained in the Milan Plan of 
Action209 and the Guiding Principles for Crime Prevention 
and Criminal Justice in the Context of Development and 
a New International Economic Order,2to as well as other 
pertinent instruments formulated by United Nations con
gresses on the prevention of crime and the treatment of 
offenders and approved by the General Assembly, 

Recalling its relevant resolutions in which it stressed the 
importance of the Commission on Human Rights and the 
Centre for Human Rights of the Secretariat with regard to 
respect for human rights in the administration of justice, 

Recogmzing the urgent need to promote and intensify 
international cooperation in crime prevention and criminal 
justice, and the fact that this cooperation can be effective 
only if it is executed with the direct participation of the 
receiving States, w1th due respect for their needs and pri
orities, 

I . Takes note with appreciation of the report of the 
Ministerial Meeting on the Creation of an Effective United 
Nations Crime PreventiOn and Criminal Justice Pw
gramrne:2os 

2. Approves the statement of principles and pro
gramme of action, annexed to the present resolution, rec
ommending the establishment of a United Nations crime 
prevention and cnminal justice programme; 

3. Supports a clearer definition of the mandate of the 
programme with regard to crime prevention and criminal 
justice, under the aegis and guidance of the United Nations, 
whose aim will be to respond to the most pressing priorities 
and needs of the international community in the face of 
both national and transnational criminality; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to give a high level 
of priority within the United Nations framework, and 
within the overall existing United Nations resources, to the 
activities of the United Nations crime prevention and 
criminal justice programme; 

5. Decides that the United Nations crime prevention 
and criminal justice programme shall be devoted to provid
ing States with practical assistance, such as data collection, 
information and experience sharing, and training, in order 
to achieve the goals of preventing crime within and among 
States and of improving the response to crime; 

6. Invites Member States to give their political and fi
nartcial support and to take measures that will ensure the 
implementation of the provisions of the statement of prin
ciples and programme of action as they relate to the 
strengthening of the United Nations crime prevention and 
criminal JUStice programme in terms of its structure, con
tent and priorities; 

7. Request~ the Secretary-General to take the necessary 
action within the overall existing United Nations resources 
in accordance with the financial rules and regulations of 
the United Nations and to provide appropriate resources 
for the effective functioning of the United Nations crime 
prevention and criminal justice prograntme in accordance 
with the principles outlined in the statement of principles 
and programme of action; 

8. L'rgi!s all t'ntities of the United Nations system. in-
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eluding the regional commissions, the United Nations con
gresses on the prevention of crime and the treatment of 
offenders, the United Nations institutes for the prevention 
of crime and the treatment of offenders, the specialized 
agencies and the relevant intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations, to assist the United Nations 
crime prevention and criminal justice programme in ful
filling its tasks; 

9. Encourages all developed countries to review their 
aid programmes in order to ensure that there is a full and 
proper contribution in the field of criminal justice within 
the overall context of development priorities; 

10. Decides to recommend that a commission on crime 
prevention and criminal justice be established as a func
tional commission of the Economic and Social Council, 
which would hold its inaugural meeting during 1992, and 
recommends that the meeting of the Committee on Crime 
Prevention and Control scheduled for February 1992 be 
cancelled and that the funds necessary for the work of the 
new commission be made available within the programme 
budget for the biennium 1992-1993; 

11. Requests the Economic and Social Council at its 
organizational session for 1992: 

(a) To dissolve the Committee on Crime Prevention 
and Control; 

(b) To establish the commission on crime prevention 
and criminal justice as a new functional commission of the 
Economic and Social Council, in accordance with the rec
ommendations contained in the statement of principles and 
programme of action; 

(c) To endorse the role and functions of the United 
Nations congresses on the prevention of crime and the 
treatment of offenders, in accordance with the recommen
dations contained in the statement of principles and pro
gramme of action; 

12. Decides that the present members of the Commit
tee on Crime Prevention and Control should be invited to 
participate during the first two days of the inaugural ses
sion of the new commission, at the expense of their respec
tive Governments, except in the case of Committee mem
bers from least developed countries, in order to facilitate 
an orderly transition; 

13. Also decides to retain for the United Nations crime 
prevention and criminal justice programme, without preju
dice to additional funds that may be made available by the 
Secretary-General, all funds currently allocated to the pro
gramme, as well as any savings realized by restructuring; 

14. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on measures 
taken to implement the statement of principles and pro
gramme of action. 

ANNEX 

77th plenary meeting 
18 December 1991 

Statement of principles and programme of action of the \Jnlted 
Nations crime prevt.>ntloa and criminal justice programme 

We, Member States of the United Nations, 

Assembled in Paris to consider ways and means of promoting interna
tional cooperation in crime prevention and criminal justice and of strength
ening the United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice programme 
in order to make it fully effective and responsive to the needs and priorities 
of Member States, 

Considering that one of the purposes of the United Nations, as stated in 
the Charter of the United Nations, is to achieve international cooperation 
in solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural or hu
manitarian character, and in promoting and encouraging respect for human 
rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, 
sex. language, or religion, 

Convinced of tbe urgent need for more efficient international mecha
nisms to assist States and to facilitate joint strategies in the field of crime 
prevention and criminal justice, thus consolidating the role of the United 
Nations as the focal point in that field, 

Noting tbe importance of tbe principles contained in the Milan Plan of 
Action209 and the Guiding Principles for Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice in the Context of Development and a New International Economic 
Order,210 as well as other pertinent instruments formulated by United Nations 
congresses on the prevention of crime and lhe treatment of offenders and 
approved by the General Assembly, 

Reaffirming the responsibility assumed by the Uniled Nations in crime 
prevention and criminal justice, 

Bearing in mind the goals of the United Nations in the field of crime 
prevention and criminal justice, specifically the reduction of criminality. 
more efficient and effective law enforcement and administration of justice. 
the observance of human rights and the promotion of t:1e highest standards 
of fairness, humanity and professional conduct, 

Recognizing that it is essential to elicit active support for, and to provide 
the means of assistance for the development of, an effective United Nations 
crime prevention and criminal justice programme and to devise appropriate 
implementation mechanisms, 

Deeply concerned about the extent and gro"'1h of crime, with its finan
cial, economic and social consequences, 

Alarmed at the high cost of crime in both human and material terms, as 
well as in its new national and transnational forms, and aware of the effects 
of crime both on States and on individual victims, 

Recognizing that the primary responsibility for crime prevention and 
criminal justice rests with Member Stales, 

Emphasizing the need for strengthened regional and international co
operation to combat crime and recidivism, to effect the improved function
ing of criminal justice systems, to promote respect for individual rights 
and to safeguard the rights of victims of crime and the general security of 
the public, 

Aware that there is unanimity about the need to create a new, vigorous 
United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice programme, as well 
as agreement on the need to establish an intergovernmental body for 
policy-making and priority-setting, to strengthen the effectiveness of the 
Secretariat unit within the Centre for Social Development and Humani
tarian Affairs of the United Nations Office at Vienna, and to increase tech
nical cooperation to help countries, particularly developing countries. 
translate United Nations policy-guidelines into practice, including training. 

Determined to translate our political will into concrete action: 

(a) By creating the essential mechanisms for practical collaboration 
against common problems; 

(b) By providing a framework for inter-State cooperation and coordi
nation to respond to the serious new forms and transnational aspects and 
dimensions of crime; 

(c) By establishing infom1ation exchanges concerning the implemen
tation and effectiveness of the United Nations norms and standards in 
crime prevention and criminal justice; 

(d) By providing means of assistance, particularly to developing coun
tries, for more effective crime prevention and more human justice; 

(e) By establishing an adequate resource base for a truly effective 
United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice programme, 

Proclaim our strong commitment to the above-mentioned goals and 
agree on the following: 

I. STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES 

I. We recognize that the world is experiencing very important changes 
resulting in a political climate conducive to democracy, to international 
cooperation, to more widespread enjoyment of basic human rights and 
fundamental freedoms, and to the realization of the aspirations of all 
nations to economic development and social welfare. Notwithstanding 
these developments, the world today is still beset by violence and other 
fom1.< of serious crime. These phenomena, wherever they o~cur, constituk 
a threat to the maintenance of the rule of law. 
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2. We believe that justice based on the rule of law is the pillar on which 
civilized society rests. We seek to improve its quality. A humane and ef
ficient criminal justice system can be an instrument of equity, constructive 
social change and social justice, protecting basic values and peoples' in
alienable rights. Every right of the individual should enjoy the protection 
of the law against violation, a process in which the criminal justice system 
plays an essential role. 

3. We have in mind the fact that the lowering of the world crime rate 
is related to, among other factors, the improvement of the social conditions 
of the population. The developed countries and the developing countries 
are experiencing difficult situations in this respect. Nevertheless, the spe
cific problems encountered by the developing countries justify priority be
ing given to dealing with the situ at ion confronting these countries. 

4. We believe that rising crime is impairing the process of develop
ment and the general well-being of humanity and is causing general dis
quiet within our societies. If this situation continues, progress and 
development will be the ultimate victims of crime. 

5. We also believe that the growing internationalization of crime must 
generate new and commensurate responses. Organized crime is exploiting 
the relaxation of border controls designed to foster legitimate trade and, 
hence, development. The incidence and scope of such crimes may increase 
further in the coming years unless sound preventive measures are taken. 
It is thus particularly important to anticipate events and to assist Member 
States in mounting suitable preventive and control strategies. 

6. We recognize that many criminal offences have international dimen
sions. In this context, there is an urgent need for States to address, while 
respecting the sovereignty of States, problems arising in collecting evi
dence, extraditing offenders and promoting mutual legal assistance, for 
example, when such offences are committed across frontiers or when fron
tiers are used to escape detection or prosecution. Despite differences in 
legal systems, experience has shown that mutual assistance and coopera
tion can be effective countermeasures and can help to prevent conflicts of 
jurisdiction. 

7. We also recognize that democracy and a better quality of life can 
flourish only in a context of peace and security for all. Crime poses a threat 
to stability and to a safe environment. Crime prevention and criminal jus
tice, with due regard to the observance of human rights, is thus a direct 
contribution to the maintenance of peace and security. 

8. We must ensure that any increases in the capacity and capabilities 
of perpetrators of crime are matched by similar increases in the capacity 
and capabilities of law enforcement and criminal justice authorities. By 
pooling our knowledge and developing suitable countermeasures, success 
in the prevention of crime and the reduction of victimization can be maxi
mized. We recognize in particular the need to improve and strengthen the 
means of the crime prevention and control authorities in the developing 
countries, whose critical economic and social situation is further increasing 
the difficulties in this area. 

9. We call on the international community to increase its support of 
technical cooperation and assistance activities for the benefit of all coun
tries, including developing and smaller cou~tries, and for the purpose of 
expanding and strengthening the infrastructure needed for effective crime 
prevention and viable, fair and humane criminal justice systems. 

10. We acknowledge the contribution of the United Nations crime pre
vention and criminal justice programme to the international community. 
We note that it is a long-recognized fact that inadequate resources have 
been devoted to the implementation of the programme, which has in the 
past been inhibited from achieving its potential. We also note that a 
strengthening of the resources devoted to the implementation of the pro
gramme was called for by the Sixth United Nations Congress for the Pre
vention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders,211 the Seventh United 
Nations Congress for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Of
fenders212 and the Eighth United Nations Congress for the Prevention of 
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders.2I3 We further note that the Com
mittee on Crime Prevention and Control, at its eleventh session, gave pri
ority attention to the conclusions and recommendations of a subcommittee 
established to provide an overview of the problem of crime and to assess 
the most efficient means of stimulating practical international action in 
support of Member States, in pursuance of General Assembly resolution 
44112 of 8 December 1989. The Committee, in its resolution 1113 of 16 
February 1990,214 unanimously approved a report of the subcommittee on 
the need for the creation of an effective international crime and justice 
programme.21S '!bat report, which was endorsed by the Eighth Congress, 
was used as an important tool for the establishment of the United Nations 

crime prevention and criminal justice programme, in line with the provi
sions of General Assembly resolution 45/108. 

II. We accordingly recommend intensified international cooperation 
in crime prevention and criminal justice, including the creation of an ef
fective United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice programme. 

12. We are convinced that there is a need for Governments to define 
more clearly the role and functions of the United Nations crime prevention 
and criminal justice programme and the secretariat of the programme and 
to determine priorities within that programme. 

13. We strongly believe that the review of the programme should aim 
at strengthening its effectiveness. improving its efficiency and establishing 
an adequate Secretariat support structure. 

II. PROGRAMME OF ACTION 

A. DEFINn'ION 

14. The United Nations crime prevention and criminal justice pro
gramme shall bring together the work of the commission on crime preven
tion and criminal justice, the United Nations institutes for the prevention 
of crime and the treatment of offenders, the network of government
appointed national correspondents in the field of crime prevention and 
criminal justice, the Global Crime and Criminal Justice Information Net
work and the United Nations congresses on the prevention of crime and 
the treatment of offenders in providing assistance to Member States in their 
efforts to reduce the incidence and costs of crime and in developing the 
proper functioning of their criminal justice systems. The establishment of 
this programme will be effected in accordance with the procedures defined 
below and within the framework of the total available resources of the 
United Nations. 

B GOALS 

15. The programme shall be designed to assist the international com
munity in meeting its pressing needs in the field of crime prevention and 
criminal justice and to provide countries with timely and practical assist
ance in dealing with problems of both national and transnational crime. 

16. The general goals of the programme shall be to contribute to the 
following: 

(a) The prevention of crim~ within and among States; 

(b) The control of crime both nationally and internationally; 

(c) The strengthening of regional and international cooperation in 
cnme prevention, cnminal justice and the combating of transnational 
crime; 

(d) 'lbe integration and consolidation of the efforts of Member States 
in preventing and combating transnational crime; 

(e) More efficient and effective administration of justice, with due re
spect for the human rights of all those affected by crime and all those 
involved m the criminal justice system; 

(f) The promotion of the highest standards of fairness. humanity, jus
tice and professional conduct. 

C S('OPE OF THE UNITED NATIONS CRIME PREVEtomON AND CRIMINAL 

JUS'IlCE PROGRAMME 

17. The programme shall include appropriate forms of coope1ation for 
the purpose of assisting States in dealing with problems of both national 
and transnational crime. In particular, it may include: 

(a) Research and studies at the national, regional and global levels on 
specific prevention issues and criminal justice measures; 

(b) Regular international surveys to assess trends in crime and devel
opments in the operation of criminal justice systems and in crime rreven
tion strategies; 

(c) Exchange and dissemination of information among States on crime 
prevention and criminal justice, particularly with regard to innovative 
measures and the results achieved in their application; 

(d) Tra1ning and upgrading of the skills of personnel working 1n the 
various areas of crime prevention and criminal justice; 

(e) Technical assistance, including advisory services, particularly in 
respect of the planning, implementation and evaluation of crime prevention 
and criminal justice programmes, training and the use of modern commu
nication and information techniques; such assistance may be implemented 
by means of, for example, fellowships, study tours, consultancies, second
ments, courses, seminars and demonstration and pilot projects. 

18. Within the framework of the programme, the United Nations 
should directly carry out the above-mentioned forms of cooperation or 
should act as a coordinating or facilitating agent. Special attention sh.mld 
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be paid to the creation of mechanisms to provide flexible and appropriate 
assistance and to respond to the needs of Member States at their request, 
without duplicating the activities of other existing mechanisms. 

19. For the purpose of those forms of cooperation, Member States 
should establish and maintain reliable and effective channels of commu
nication among themselves and with the United Nations. 

20. The programme may also include, as appropriate, while respecting 
the sovereignty of States, a review of the effectiveness and application of 
and, where necessary, further development and promotion of international 
instruments on crime prevention and criminal justice. 

D. PROGRAMME PRIORITIES 

21. In developing the programme, areas of priority shall be determined 
in response to the needs and concerns of Member States, with particular 
consideration being given to the following: 

(a) Empirical evidence, including research findings and other informa
tion on the nature and extent of crime and on trends in crime; 

(b) The social, financial and other costs of various forms of crimes 
and/or crime control to the individual, the local, national and international 
community, and to the development process; 

(c) The need of developing or developed countries, which are con
fronting specific difficulties related to national or international circum
stances, to have recourse to experts and other resources necessary for 
establishing and developing programmes for crime prevention and crimi
nal justice that are appropriate at the national and local levels; 

(d) The need for a balance within the programme of work between 
programme development and practical action; 

(e) The protection of human rights in the administration of justice and 
the prevention and control of crime; 

(/) The assessment of areas in which concerted action at the interna
tional level and within the framework of the programme would be most 
effective; 

(g) Avoidance of overlapping with the activities of other entities of the 
United Nations system or of other organizations. 

22. The commission on crime prevention and criminal justice shall not 
be bound by mandates conferred prior to its formation, but shall assess 
them on their merits by applying the principles mentioned in paragraph 21 
above. 

E. STRUCTURE AND MANAGEME!IIT 

I. Commission on crime prevention and crimina/justice 

23. A commission on crime prevention and criminal justice shall be 
established as a functional commission of the Economic and Social Coun
cil. The commission shall have the power to create ad hoc working groups 
and to appoint special rapporteurs, as it deems necessary. 

Membership 

24. The commission shall consist of forty Member States of the United 
Nations, elected by the Economic and Social Council on the basis of the 
principle of equitable geographical distribution. Its members shall serve 
for a term of three years, except that the terms of one half of the first 
elected members, whose names shall be chosen by lot, shall expire after 
two years. Each Member State shall make every effort to ensure that its 
delegation includes experts and senior officials with special training and 
practical experience in crime prevention and criminal justice, preferably 
with policy responsibility in the field. Provisions should be made in the 
regular budget of the United Nations to defray the travel costs of the 
representatives of the least developed countries that are members of the 
Commission.216 

Sessions 

25. The commission shall hold annual sessions of not more than ten 
working days. 

Functions 

26. The commission shall have the following functions: 

(a) To provide policy guidance to the United Nations in the field of 
crime prevention and criminal justice; 

(b) To develop, monitor and review the implementation of the pro
gramme on the basis of a system of medium-term planning in accordance 
with the priority principles provided in paragraph 21 above; 

(c) To facilitate and help to coordinate the activities of the United Nations 
institutes for the prevention of crime and the treatment of offenders; 

(d) To mobilize the sur port of Member States for the programme; 

(e) To prepare for the United Nations congresses on the prevention of 
crime and the treatment of offenders and to consider suggestions regard· 
ing possible subjects for the programme of work as submitted by the 
congresses. 

2. Committee on Crime Prevention and Control 

27. The Committee on Crime Prevention and Control should be dis· 
solved by the Economic and Social Council upon the establishment by the 
Council of the commission on crime prevention and criminal justice. There 
will be a basic need for involving independent experts in the area of crime 
prevention and control. 

28. The commission shall, when necessary, use the services of a lim· 
ited number of qualified and experienced experts, either as individual con
sultants or in working groups, in order to assist in the preparations for and 
follow-up work of the commission. Their advice shall be transmitted to 
the commission for consideration. The commission shall be encouraged to 
seek such advice whenever it is needed. One of the major tasks of the 
experts shall be to assist in the preparations for the United Nations con· 
gresses on the prevention of crime and the treatment of offenders.2 17 

3. United Nations congresses on the prevention of crime and the 
treatment of offenders 

29. The United Nations congresses on the prevention of crime and the 
treatment of offenders, as a consultative body of the programme, shall pro
vide a forum for: 

(a) The exchange of views between States, intergovernmental orgam· 
zations, non-governmental organizations and individual experts repre· 
senting various professions and disciplines; 

(b) The exchange of experiences in research, law and policy develop
ment; 

(c) The identification of emerging trends and issues in crime preven
tion and criminal justice; 

(d) The provision of advice and comments to the conunission on crime 
prevention and criminal justice on selected matters submitted to it by the 
commission; 

(e) The submission of suggestions, for the consideration of the com
mission, regarding possible subjects for the programme of work. 

30. In order to enhance the effectiveness of the programme and to 
achieve optimal results, the following arrangements should he imple· 
mented: 

(a) The congresses should be held every five years, for a period of 
between five and ten working days; 

(b) The commission shall select precisely defined topics for the con· 
gresses in order to ensure a focused and productive discussion; 

(c) Quinquennial regional meetings should be held under the guidance 
of the commission o .. issues related to the agenda of the commission or 
of the congresses, or on any other matters, except when a region does not 
consider it necessary to hold such a meeting. The United Nations institutes 
for the prevention of crime and the treatment of offenders should be fully 
involved, as appropriate, in the organization of those meetings. The com· 
mission shall give due consideration to the need to finance such meetings, 
in particular in developing regions, through the regular budget of the 
United Nations; 

(d) Action-oriented research workshops on topics selected by the com· 
mission, as part of the programme of a congress, and ancillary meetings 
associated with the congresses should be encouraged. 

4. Organizatio1uJ/ structure of the secretariat and of the programme 

31. The secretariat of the programme shall be the permanent body re· 
sponsible for facilitating the implementation of the progranune, the priori· 
ties of which shall be established by the commission on crime prevention 
and criminal justice and for assisting the commission in conducting evalu
ations of the progress made and analyses of the difficulties encountered. 
For that purpose, the secretariat shall: 

(a) Mobilize existing resources, including institutes. intergovernmen
tal organizations, non-governmental organizations and other competent 
authorities for the implementation of the programme; 

(b) Coordinate research, training and the collection of data on crime 
and justice, and provide technical assistance and practical information for 
Member States, particularly through the Global Crime and Criminal Justice 
Information Network; 

(c) Assist the commission in the organization of its work and in the 
preparations, in accordance with the directions of the commission, for the 
congresses and any other events relating to the programme; 
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(d) Ensure that the potential donors of criminal justice assistance are 
put in touch with countries needing the help in question; 

(e) Make the case for assistance in the field of criminal justice to the 
appropriate funding agencies. 

32. It is recommended to the Secretary-General that, in recognition of 
the high priority that should be accorded to the programme, an upgrading 
of the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch of the Centre for 
Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat into a 
division should be effected as soon as possible, under the conditions set 
out in paragraph 14 above, bearing in mind the structure of the United 
Nations Office at Vienna. 

33. The Professional staff of the secretariat of the programme shall be 
called "Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Officers". 

34. The secretariat of the programme shall be directed by a senior of
ficial responsible for the overall day-to-day management and supervision 
of the programme, communicating with the relevant government officials, 
the specialized agencies and intergovernmental organizations whose ac
tivities are relevant to the programme. 

F. PROGRAMME SUPPORT 

I. United Nations institutes for the prevention of crime and the 
treatment of offenders 

35. The activities of the United Nations institutes for the prevention 
of crime and the treatment of offenders218 should be supported by Member 
States and the United Nations, with particular attention being given to the 
needs of such institutes located in developing countries. Given the impor
tant role of such institutes, their contributions to policy development and 
implementation, and their resource requirements, especially those of the 
United Nations African Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treat
ment of Offenders, should be fully integrated into the overall programme. 

2. Coordination among the United Nations institutes for the 
prevention of crime and the treatment of offenders 

36. The institutes should keep one another and the commission on 
crime prevention and criminal justice informed on a regular basis about 
their programme of work and its implementation. 

37. The commission may request the institutes, subject to the avail
ability of resources, to implement select elements of the programme. The 
commission may also suggest areas for inter-institute activities. 

38. The commission shall seek to mobilize extrabudgetary support for 
the activities of the institutes. 

3. Network of government-appointed national correspondents in the 
field of crime prevention and criminal justice 

39. Member States should designate one or more national correspon
d~nts in the field of crime prevention and criminal justice as focal points 
for the purpose of maintaining direct communication with the secretariat 
of the programme and other elements of the programme. 

40. The national correspondents shall facilitate contact with the secre
tariat on matters of legal, scientific and technical cooperation, training, 
information on national laws and regulations, legal policy, the organization 
of the criminal justice system, crime prevention measures and penitentiary 
matters. 

4. Global Crime and Criminal Justice Information Network 

41. Member States shall support the United Nations in the develop
ment and maintenance of the Global Crime and Criminal Justice Informa
tion Network in order to facilitate the collection, analysis, exchange and 
dissemination, as appropriate, of information and the centralization of 
inputs from non-governmental organizations and scientific institutions in 
the field of crime prevention and criminal justice. 

42. Member States shall undertake to provide the Secretary-General 
on a regular basis and upon request with data on the dynamics, structure 
and extent of crime and on the operation of crime prevention and criminal 
justice strategies in their respective countries. 

5. Intergovernmental and non-governmental organizatio11s 
43. Intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations and the 

scientific community are a valuable source of professional expertise, ad
vocacy and assistance. Their contributions should be fully utilized in pro
gramme development and implementation. 

G. FUNDING OF TilE PROGRAMME 

44. The programme shall be funded from the regular budget of the 
United Nations. Funds allocated for technical assistance may be supple
mented by direct voluntary contributions from Member States and 

interested funding agencies. Member States are encouraged to make 
contributions to the United Nations Trust Fund for Social Defence, to 
be renamed the United Nations Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 
Fund. They are also encouraged to contribute in kind for the operational 
activities of the programme, particularly by seconding staff, organizing 
training courses and seminars, and providing the requisite equipment and 
services. 

46/153. United Nations African Institute for the Pre
vention of Crime and the Treatment of Of
fenders 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its decision 45/428 of 14 December 1990 

and Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/19 of 
24 May 1990, 

Considering the impact of carefully considered and 
formulated international standards and the world-wide 
improvement in the functioning of criminal justice 
systems, 

Conscious of the vital role of regional cooperation in the 
fight against crime and of the potential contribution of 
interregional and regional institutes in the prevention of 
crime and the treatment of offenders, 

Recognizing the important role of the United Nations 
African Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treat
ment of Offenders in organizing, inter alia, training pro
grammes and regional seminars, conducting research in 
the field of criminal justice, providing advisory opinion 
on policy matters, promoting and facilitating cooperation 
among the States of the region with the United Nations and 
the need to provide sufficient resources to the Institute, 
particularly in view of its increasing workload in response 
to strongly felt international concerns, 

Aware of the difficulties faced by the Institute owing to 
the non-availability of required resources, 

Aware also that resources to the Institute have failed to 
keep pace with the expansion of its responsibilities, owing 
to the fact that many States of the African region are in 
the category of the least developed countries and there
fore lack the necessary resources with which to support the 
Institute, 

Recalling that the Secretary-General, in his report on the 
work of the Organization for 1991,219 stressed the need 
for effective intergovernmental mechanisms and much 
stronger judicial and police cooperation among States 
owing to the upsurge in and transnationalization of crime, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 
on the United Nations African Institute for the Prevention 
of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders and other United 
Nations institutes for crime prevention and criminal jus
tice,220 

1. Calls upon Governments and intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations to provide financial and 
other support to the United Nations African Institute for 
the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in 
the fulfilment of its objectives, particularly those concern
ing training, technical assistance, policy guidance, research 
and data collection; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that suffi
cient resources are provided to the Institute within the 
overall appropriations of the programme budget for the 
biennium 1992-1993 to enable the Institute to carry out. in 
full and on time, all its mandates; 
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3. Also requests the Secretary-General to report on the 
implementation of the present resolution to the General 
Assembly at its forty-seventh session. 
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46/63. Information from Non-Self-Governing Territo
ries transmitted under Article 73 e of the Char
ter of the United Nations 

The General Assembly, 

Having examined the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting ofindependence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the informa
tion from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted un
der Article 73 e of the Charter of the United Nations2 and 
the action taken by the Special Committee in respect of that 
information, 

Having also examined the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on the question,3 

Recalling its resolution 1970 (XVIII) of 16 December 
1963, in which it requested the Special Committee to study 
the information transmitted to the Secretary-General in ac
cordance with Article 73 e of the Charter and to take such 
information fully into account in examining the situation 
with regard to the implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peo
ples, contained in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) 
of 14 December 1960, 

Recalling also its resolution 45/16 of 20 November 
1990, in which it requested the Special Committee to con-

225 

tinue to discharge the functions entrusted to it under reso
lution 1970 (XVIII), 

Stressing the importance of timely transmission by the 
administering Powers of adequate information under Arti
cle 73 e of the Charter, in particular in relation to the prepa
ration by the Secretariat of the working papers on the Ter
ritories concerned, 

I. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the informa
tion from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted un
der Article 73 e of the Charter of the United Nations; 

2. Reaffirms that, in the absence of a decision by the 
General Assembly itself that a Non-Self-Governing Terri
tory has attained a full measure of self-government in 
terms of Chapter XI of the Charter, the administering 
Power concerned should continue to transmit information 
under Article 73 e of the Charter with respect to that Ter
ritory; 

3. Requests the administering Powers concerned to 
transmit or continue to transmit to the Secretary-General 
the information prescribed in Article 73 e of the Charter, 
as well as the fullest possible information on political and 
constitutional developments in the Territories concerned, 
within a maximum period of six months following the ex
piration of the administrative year in those Territories; 
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4. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to en
sure that adequate information is drawn from all available 
published sources in connection with the preparation of the 
working papers relating to the Territories concerned; 

5. Requests the Special Committee to continue to dis
charge the functions entrusted to it under General Assem
bly resolution 1970 (XVIII), in accordance with estab
lished procedures, and to report thereon to the Assembly 
at its forty-seventh session. 

68th plenary meeting 
11 December I 991 

46/64. Activities of foreign economic and other inter
ests which are impeding the implementation of 
the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples in 
Territories under colonial domination and ef
forts to eliminate colonialism, apartheid and 
racial discrimination in southern Africa 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the item entitled "Activities of for
eign economic and other interests which are impeding the 
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of In
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples in Territo
ries under colonial domination and efforts to eliminate co
lonialism, apartheid and racial discrimination in southern 
Africa", 

Having examined the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the item,4 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, as well as all 
its other resolutions on this subject, including, in particu
lar, resolution 43/47 of 22 November 1988, declaring the 
period 1990-2000 as the International Decade for the 
Eradication of Colonialism, 

Reaffirming the solemn obligation of the administering 
Powers under the Charter of the United Nations to promote 
the political, economic, social and educational advance
ment of the inhabitants of the Territories under their ad
ministration and to protect the human and natural resources 
of those Territories against abuses, 

Reaffirming also that those economic and other activi
ties which impede the implementation of the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples and obstruct efforts aimed at the elimination of co
lonialism, apartheid and racial discrimination in South Af
rica and in colonial Territories are in direct violation of the 
rights of the inhabitants and of the principles of the Charter 
and all relevant resolutions of the United Nations, 

Seriously concerned about the activities of those foreign 
economic, financial and other interests which continue to 
exploit the natural resources that are the heritage of the 
indigenous populations of the colonial and Non-Self
Governing Territories in the Caribbean, the Pacific and 
other regions, as well as their human resources, to the det
riment of their interests, thus depriving them of their right 
to control the resources of their Territories and impeding 

the realization by those peoples of their legitimate aspira
tions for self-determination and independence, 

Bearing in mind the relevant provisions of the final 
documents of the successive Conferences of Heads of State 
or Government of Non-Aligned Countries and of the reso
lutions adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government of the Organization of African Unity, 

Gravely concerned that certain countries, transnational 
corporations and international financial institutions have 
continued their economic relations with South Africa, 

Recognizing the crucial and decisive role that the impo
sition of international sanctions has played in applying the 
necessary pressure on the South African regime to under
take significant measures towards the eradication of apart
heid, 

I. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the item;4 

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the peoples of 
colonial and Non-Self-Governing Territories to self-deter
mination and independence and to the enjoyment of the 
natural resources of their Territories, as well as their right 
to dispose of those resources in their best interests; 

3. Reiterates that any administering or occupying 
Power that deprives the colonial peoples of the exercise of 
their legitimate rights over their natural resources or sub
ordinates the rights and interests of those peoples to for
eign economic and financial interests violates the solemn 
obligations it has assumed under the Charter of the United 
Nations; 

4. Reaffirms ilo;; concern over the activities of those for
eign economic, financial and other interests which con
tinue to exploit the natural resources that are the heritage 
of the indigenous populations of the colonial and Non
Self-Governing Territories in the Caribbean, the Pacific 
and other regions, as well as their human resources, to the 
detriment of their interests, thus depriving them of their 
right to control the resources of their Territories and im
peding the realization by those peoples of their legitimate 
aspirations for self-determination and independence; 

5. Condemns those activities of foreign economic and 
other interests in the colonial Territories which are imped
ing the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, con
tained in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), and the 
efforts to eliminate colonialism, apartheid and racial dis
crimination; 

6. Strongly condemns the collaboration with the South 
African regime by certain countries as well as transnational 
corporations that continue to make new investments in 
South Africa and supply the racist regime with arma
m~nts, nuclear technology and all other materials that are 
likely to buttress it and thus aggravate the threat to world 
peace; 

7. Calls upon all States to maintain the existing meas
ures against the apartheid regime as specified in the Dec
laration on Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in 
Southern Africa, annexed to General Assembly resolution 
S-16/1 of 14 December 1989; 

8. Calls once again upon all Governments that have 
not yet done so to take, in accordance with the relevant 
provisions of General Assembly resolution 2621 (XXV) nf 
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12 October 1970, legislative, administrative or other meas
ures in respect of their nationals and the bodies corporate 
under their jurisdiction that own and operate enterprises in 
colonial Territories that are detrimental to the interests of 
the inhabitants of those Territories, in order to put an end 
to such enterprises and to prevent new investments that run 
counter to the interests of the inhabitants of those Territo
ries; 

9. Calls upon those oil-producing and oil-exporting 
countries that have not yet done so to take effective meas
ures against the oil companies concerned so as to terminate 
the supply of crude oil and petroleum products to the racist 
regime of South Africa; 

1 0. Reiterates that the exploitation and plundering of 
the marine and other natural resources of colonial and Non
Self-Governing Territories by foreign economic inter
ests,in violation of the relevant resolutions ofthe United 
Nations, is a grave threat to the integrity and prosperity of 
those Territories; 

11. Invites all Governments and organizations of the 
United Nations system to take all possible measures to en
sure that the permanent sovereignty of the peoples of co
lonial and Non-Self-Governing Territories over their natu
ral resources is fully respected and safeguarded; 

12. Urges the administering Powers concerned to take 
effective measures to safeguard and guarantee the inalien
able right of the peoples of the colonial and Non-Self-Gov
erning Territories to their natural resources and to establish 
and maintain control over the future development of those 
resources, and requests the administering Powers to take 
all necessary steps to protect the property rights of the peo
ples of those Territories; 

13. Calls upon the administering Powers concerned to 
ensure that no discriminatory and unjust wage systems or 
working conditions prevail in the Territories under their 
administration and to apply in each Territory a uniform 
system of wages to all the inhabitants without any discrimi
nation; 

14. Requests the Secretary-General to continue, 
through the Department of Public Information of the Sec
retariat, to inform world public opinion of those activities 
of foreign economic and other interests which are imped
ing the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting 
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples; 

15. Appeals to mass media, trade unions and non-gov
ernmental organizations, as well as individuals, to continue 
their efforts in the struggle against apartheid and the mo
bilization of international public opinion against the policy 
pursued by the South African apartheid regime and to op
pose the relaxation of existing measures against the re
gime, in order to accelerate the process of constitutional 
change; 

16. Decides to continue to monitor closely the situ
ation in the colonial and Non-Self-Governing Territories 
so as to ensure that all economic activities in those Terri
tories are aimed at strengthening and diversifying their 
economies in the interest of the indigenous peoples and at 
promoting the economic and financial viability of those 
Territories, in order to facilitate and accelerate the exercise 
by the peoples of those Territories of their right to self-de
termination and independence; 

17. Requests the Special Committee on the Situation 
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 

Peoples to continue to examine this question and to report 
thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh ses
sion. 

68th plenary meeting 
11 December 1991 

46/65. Implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun
tries and Peoples by the specialized agencies 
and the international institutions associated 
with the United Nations 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the item entitled "Implementation of 

the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colo
nial Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and 
the international institutions associated with the United 
Nations", 

Having considered the reports submitted on the item by 
the Secretary-GeneraP and the Acting Chairman of the 
Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Im
plementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,6 

Having examined the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the item/ 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and resolu
tion 1541 (XV) of 15 December 1960, as well as all its 
other resolutions on this subject, including, in particular, 
resolution 43/47 of 22 November 1988, on the Interna
tional Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism, 

Recalling also its resolution S-16/ I of 14 December 
1989, the annex to which contains the Declaration on 
Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in Southern 
Africa, 

Bearing in mind the relevant provisions of the final 
documents of the successive Conferences ofHeads of State 
or Government of Non-Aligned Countries and of the reso
lutions adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government of the Organization of African Unity, 

Deeply concerned that the objectives of the Charter of 
the United Nations and the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples have not 
been fully achieved, 

Recognizing that permanent peace and stability in south
ern Africa can only be achieved when the system of apart
heid in South Africa has been eradicated and South Africa 
has been transformed into a united, democratic and non-ra
cial country, and reiterating therefore that all the necessary 
measures should be adopted at the present time to bring a 
speedy end to the apartheid system in the interest of all the 
people of southern Africa, the African continent and the 
world at large, 

Noting that the large majority of the remaining colonial 
Territories are small island Territories, 

Recalling its resolution 43/189 of 20 December 1988, 
concerning specific measures in favour of island develop
ing countries, 

Bearing in mind the conclusions and recommendations 
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of the Meeting of Governmental Experts of Island Devel
oping Countries and Donor Countries and Organizations, 
held in New York from 25 to 29 June 1990,8 

Recalling relevant resolutions of the Caribbean Devel
opment and Cooperation Committee concerning the access 
of colonial Territories to programmes of the United Na
tions system, 

Noting the assistance extended thus far to colonial Ter
ritories by certain specialized agencies and other organiza
tions ofthe United Nations system, in particular the United 
Nations Development Programme, and considering that 
such assistance should be expanded further, commensurate 
with the pressing needs of the peoples concerned for ex
ternal assistance, 

Stressing the importance of securing necessary re
sources for funding expanded assistance programmes for 
the peoples concerned and the need to enlist the support of 
all major funding institutions within the United Nations 
system in that regard, 

Noting with serious concern the continuing effects of the 
acts of aggression and destabilization that have been com
mitted by South Africa against neighbouring independent 
African States, 

Reaffirming the responsibility of the specialized agen
cies and other organizations of the United Nations system 
to take all the necessary measures, within their respective 
spheres of competence, to ensure the full implementation, 
without further delay, of General Assembly resolution 
1514 (XV) and other relevant resolutions of the United Na
tions, particularly those relating to the extension of assis
tance to the peoples of the colonial Territories, 

Expressing its appreciation to the General Secretariat of 
the Organization of African Unity for the continued coop
eration and assistance it has extended to the specialized 
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations sys
tem in this regard, 

Gravely concerned that while the international commu
nity has generally adhered to the Programme of Action 
contained in the Declaration on Apartheid and its Destruc
tive Consequences in Southern Africa, some Member 
States have continued relations with South Africa in the 
political, diplomatic, economic and other fields, 

Bearing in mind the importance of the activities of non
governmental organizations aimed at putting an end to the 
assistance which is still being rendered to South Africa by 
some specialized agencies, 

Expressing its conviction that closer contacts and con
sultations between and among the specialized agencies and 
other organizations of the United Nations system and re
gional organizations help to facilitate the effective formu
lation of assistance programmes to the peoples concerned, 

Mindful of the imperative need to keep under continuous 
review the activities of the specialized agencies and other 
organizations of the United Nations system in the imple
mentation of the various United Nations decisions relating 
to decolonization, 

Bearing in mind the extremely fragile economies of the 
small island Territories and their \~ulnerability to natural 
disasters, such as hurricanes and cyclones, and recalling 
relevant resolutions of the General Assembly, 

I. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen-

tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the item;7 

2. Recommends that all States intensify their efforts in 
the specialized agencies and other organizations of the 
United Nations system to ensure the full and effective im
plementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and other rele
vant resolutions of the United Nations; 

3. Reaffirms that the specialized agencies and other or·· 
ganizations and institutions of the United Nations system 
should continue to be guided by the relevant resolutions of 
the United Nations in their efforts to contribute to the full 
implementation, without further delay, of the Declaration 
on the Granting oflndependence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples and all other relevant General Assembly resolu
tions; 

4. Reaffirms also that the recognition by the General 
Assembly, the Security Council and other United Nations 
organs of the legitimacy of the struggle of colonial peoples 
to exercise their right to self-determination and inde
pendence entails, as a corollary, the extension of all nec
essary moral and material assistance to those peoples and 
their national liberation movements by the specialized 
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations sys
tem; 

5. Expresses its appreciation to those specialized 
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations sys
tem that have continued to cooperate with the United 
Nations and the Organization of African Unity in the im
plementation of General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) 
and other relevant resolutions of the United Nations, and 
urges all the specialized agencies and other organizations 
of the United Nations system to accelerate the full and 
speedy implementation of the relevant provisions of those 
resolutions; 

6. Requests the specialized agencies and other organi
zations of the United Nations system, as well as interna
tional and regional organizations, to examine and review 
conditions in each Territory so as to take appropriate meas
ures to accelerate progress in the economic and social sec
tors of the Territories; 

7. Requests all specialized agencies and other organi
zations of the United Nations system to strengthen meas
ures of support and formulate adequate programmes of as
sistance to the peoples of colonial Territories, bearing in 
mind that such assistance should not only meet their im
mediate needs but also create conditions for development 
after they have exercised their right to self-determination 
and independence; 

8. Also requests the specialized agencies and other or
ganizations of the United Nations system to provide, 
through an inter-agency framework, the necessary assis
tance to colonial Territories in order to alleviate the ad
verse conditions arising from the interplay of a combina
tion of factors reflecting the vulnerable character of their 
economies; 

9. Further requests the specialized agencies and other 
organizations of the United Nations system, in formulating 
their assistance programmes, to take due account of the 
conclusions and recommendations, entitled "Challenges 
and opportunities: a strategic framework", of the Meeting 
of Governmental Experts of Island Developing Countries 
and Donor Countries and Organizations, held in New York 
in June 1990:8 
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10. Requests once again the specialized agencies and 
other organizations of the United Nations system to con
tinue to provide all humanitarian, material and moral as
sistance to Namibia and all newly independent and emerg
ing States so as to enable them to consolidate their political 
independence and achieve genuine economic inde
pendence; 

11. Urges the executive heads of the specialized agen
cies and other organizations of the United Nations system, 
in cooperation with the regional and other organizations 
where appropriate, to submit to their governing and legis
lative organs concrete proposals for the full implementa
tion of the relevant United Nations decisions, particularly 
specific programmes of assistance to the peoples of the co
lonial Territories and their national liberation movements; 

12. Recommends to the executive heads of the World 
Bank and the International Monetary Fund to draw the at
tention of their governing bodies to the present resolution 
and to consider introducing flexible procedures to prepare 
specific programmes for the peoples of the colonial Terri
tories; 

13. Urges the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions of the United Nations system that have not already 
done so to include in the agenda of the regular meetings of 
their governing bodies a separate item on the progress they 
have made in the implementation of General Assembly 
resolution 1514 (XV) and other relevant resolutions of the 
United Nations; 

14. Welcomes the continued initiative exercised by the 
United Nations Development Programme in maintaining 
close liaison among the specialized agencies and other or
ganizations of the United Nations system and in coordinat
ing the activities of the agencies in extending effective as
sistance to the peoples of colonial Territories, and calls 
upon the specialized agencies and other organizations of 
the United Nations system, as a matter of urgency, to con
tribute generously to the relief, rehabilitation and recon
struction efforts in those Non-Self-Governing Territories 
affected by natural disasters; 

15. Urges the administering Powers concerned to fa
cilitate the participation of the representatives of the Gov
ernments of Trust and Non-Self-Governing Territories in 
the relevant meetings and conferences of the agencies and 
organizations so that the Territories may draw the maxi
mum benefits from the related activities of the specialized 
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations sys
tem; 

16. Urges the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions of the United Nations system to adhere to the Pro
gramme of Action contained in the Declaration on Apart
heid and its Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa, 
in particular with regard to increased support for the oppo
nents of apartheid, the use of concerted and effective meas
ures aimed at applying pressure to ensure a speedy end to 
apartheid, and ensuring the non-relaxation of existing 
measures to encourage the South African regime to eradi
cate apartheid until there is clear evidence of profound and 
irreversible changes; 

17. Stresses, in the context of the Declaration on 
Apartheid and it<; Destructive Consequences in Southern 
Africa, the need for the specialized agencies and other or
ganizations of the United Nations system to render all pos
sible assistance to the front-line and neighbouring States 
to enable them to rebuild their economies, which have been 

adversely affected by acts of aggression and destabilization 
by South Africa, to withstand any further such acts and to 
continue to support the people of South Africa; 

18. Invites the specialized agencies and other organi
zations of the United Nations system to cooperate with the 
Action for Resisting Invasion, Colonialism and Apartheid 
Fund established by the Eighth Conference of Heads of 
State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at 
Harare from 1 to 6 September 1986, with the common ob
jective of providing emergency assistance to the front-line 
States and national liberation movements struggling 
against the apartheid regime; 

19. Urges all States, especially those which continue 
to have economic and financial links to South Africa, to 
adhere fully to the Programme of Action contained in the 
Declaration on Apartheid and its Destructive Conse
quences in Southern Africa; 

20. Recommends that all Governments should inten
sify their efforts in the specialized agencies and other or
ganizations of the United Nations system of which they are 
members to ensure the full and effective implementation 
of General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) and other rele
vant resolutions of the United Nations and, in that connec
tion, should accord priority to the question of providing 
assistance on an emergency basis to the peoples of the co
lonial Territories; 

21. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to as
sist the specialized agencies and other organizations of the 
United Nations system in working out appropriate meas
ures for implementing the relevant resolutions of the 
United Nations and to prepare for submission to the rele
vant bodies, with the assistance of those agencies and or
ganizations, a report on the action taken in implementation 
of the relevant resolutions, including the present resolu
tion, since the circulation of his previous report; 

22. Commends the Economic and Social Council for 
its debate and resolution on this issue and requests it to 
continue, as appropriate, to consider, in consultation with 
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of In
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, appropriate 
measures for coordination of the policies and activities of 
the specialized agencies and other organizations of the 
United Nations system in implementing the relevant reso
lutions of the General Assembly; 

23. Requests the specialized agencies to report peri
odically to the Secret.:'JJ)'-General on the implementation of 
the present resolution; 

24. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit the pre
sent resolution to the governing bodies of the appropriate 
specialized agencies and international institutions associ
ated with the United Nations so that those bodies take the 
necessary measures to comply with the resolution, and also 
requests the Secretary-General to report to the General As
sembly at its forty-seventh session on the implementation 
of the present resolution; 

25. Requests the Special Committee to continue to ex
amine the question and to report thereon to the General As
sembly at its forty-seventh session. 

68th plenary meeting 
11 December 1991 
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46/66. Offers by Member States of study and training 
facilities for inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing 
Territories 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 45/20 of 20 November 1990, 
Having examined the report of the Secretary-General on 

offers by Member States of study and training facilities for 
inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Territories,9 prepared 
pursuant to General Assembly resolution 845 (IX) of 22 
November 1954, 

Conscious of the importance of promoting the educa
tional advancement of the inhabitants of Non-Self-Govern
ing Territories, 

Strongly convinced that the continuation and expansion 
of offers of scholarships is essential in order to meet the 
increasing need of students from Non-Self-Governing Ter
ritories for educational and training assistance, and consid
ering that students in those Territories should be encour
aged to avail themselves of such offers, 

I. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General; 
2. Expresses its appreciation to those Member States 

that have made scholarships available to the inhabitants of 
Non-Self-Governing Territories; 

3. Invites all States to make or continue to make gen
erous offers of study and training facilities to the inhabi
tants of those Territories that have not yet attained self
government or independence and, wherever possible, to 
provide travel funds to prospective students; 

4. Urges the administering Powers to take effective 
measures to ensure the widespread and continuous dis
semination in the Territories under their administration of 
information relating to offers of study and training facili
ties made by States and to provide all the necessary facili
ties to enable students to avail themselves of such offers; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution; 

6. Draws the attention of the Special Committee on the 
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Decla
ration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun
tries and Peoples to the present resolution. 

68th plenary meeting 
11 December 1991 

46/67. Question of Western Sahara 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered in depth the question of Western Sa

hara, 
Recalling the inalienable right of all peoples to self-de

termination and independence, in accordance with the prin
ciples set forth in the Charter of the United Nations and in 
General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 

Recalling also its resolution 45/21 of 20 November 
1990, 

Recalling further that, on 30 August 1988, the Kingdom 
of Morocco and the Frente Popular para Ia Liberaci6n de 
Saguia el-Hamra y de Rio de Oro agreed in principle to the 

proposals of the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
and the current Chairman of the Assembly of Heads of 
State and Government of the Organization of African 
Unity in the context of their joint mission of good offices, 

Recalling Security Council resolution 621 ( 1988) of 20 
September 1988, concerning the question of Western Sa
hara, 

Recalling also Security Council resolution 65 8 ( 1990) 
of 27 Jw1e 1990, approving the report of the Secretary
General of 18 June 1990,10 which contains the full text of 
the settlement proposals as accepted by the two parties, as 
well as an outline of the plan of the Secretary-General for 
the implementation of those proposals, 

Noting with satisfaction the paragraph on Western Sa
hara in the report of the Tenth Ministerial Conference of 
the Non-Aligned Countries, held at Accra from 2 to 7 Sep
tember 1991,11 

Having examined the relevant chapter of the report of 
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of In
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 12 

Having also examined the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral,13 

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the 
Secretary-General; 

2. Welcomes the unanimous adoption by the Security 
Council on 29 April 1991 of resolution 690 (1991), by 
which the Council approved the report submitted by the 
Secretary-General on 19 April 1991 14 and decided to estab
lish, under its authority, a United Nations Mission for the 
Referendum in Western Sahara; 

3. Also welcomes the entry into force of the cease-fire 
in Western Sahara on 6 September 1991, in accordance 
with the proposal of the Secretary-General accepted by the 
Kingdom of Morocco and the Frente Popular para Ia Lib
eraci6n de Saguia el-Hamra y de Rio de Oro; 

4. Endorses the call by the Security Council upon the 
two parties to continue to cooperate fully with the Secre
tary-General in the implementation of his plan as described 
in his report of 18 June 1990 10 and amplified in his report 
of 19 April 1991; 

5. Pays tribute to the Secretary-General for his action 
with a view to settling the question of Western Sahara by 
the implementation of his peace plan; 

6. Expresses its full support for the efforts of the Sec
retary-General for the organization and supervision by the 
United Nations, in cooperation with the Organization of 
African Unity, of a referendum for self-determination of 
the people of Western Sahara, in accordance with the ob
jectives mentioned in his report of 19 April 1991; 

7. Requests the Special Committee on the Situation 
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples to continue to consider the situation in Western 
Sahara, bearing in mind the ongoing referendum process, 
and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its forty
seventh session; 

8. Invites the Secretary-General to submit to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session a report on the 
implementation of the present resolution. 

68th plenary meeting 
11 December 1991 
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46/68. Questions of American Samoa, Anguilla, Ber
muda, British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, 
Guam, Montserrat, Tokelau, Turks and Caicos 
Islands and United States Virgin Islands 

A 

GENERAL 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the questions of American Samoa, 

Anguilla, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Cayman 
Islands, Guam, Montserrat, Tokelau, Turks and Caicos 
Islands and United States Virgin Islands, 

Having examined the relevant chapter of the report of 
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of In
dependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,15 

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all reso
lutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to 
those Territories, including, in particular, those resolutions 
adopted by the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session 
on the individual Territories covered by the present reso
lution, 

Recalling also its resolution 1541 (XV) of 15 December 
1960, containing the principles which should guide Mem
ber States in determining whether or not an obligation ex
ists to transmit the information called for under Article 73 
e of the Charter of the United Nations, 

Conscious of the need to ensure the full and speedy im
plementation of the Declaration in respect of those Terri
tories, in view of the target set by the United Nations to 
eradicate colonialism by the year 2000, 

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical 
location and economic conditions of each Territory, and 
bearing in mind the necessity of promoting economic sta
bility and diversifying and strengthening further the econo
mies of the respective Territories as a matter of priority, 

Conscious of the particular vulnerability of the small 
Territories to natural disasters and environmental degrada
tion, 

Mindful that United Nations visiting missions provide a 
means of ascertaining the situation in the small Territories, 
and considering that the possibility of sending further vis
iting missions to those Territories at an appropriate time 
and in consultation with the administering Powers should 
be kept under review, 

Noting with appreciation the contribution to the devel
opment of some Territories by specialized agencies and 
other organizations of the United Nations system, in par
ticular the United Nations Development Programme, as 
well as regional institutions such as the Caribbean Devel
opment Bank, 

Bearing in mind the fragile economy of the small Terri
tories and their vulnerability to natural disasters and envi
ronmental degradation, and recalling General Assembly 
resolutions and the recommendations of the Meeting of 
Governmental Experts oflsland Developing Countries and 
Donor Countries and Organizations, held in New York 
from 25 to 29 June 1990,16 

Taking note of the conclusions and recommendations of 
the United Nations regional seminars held in 1990 in ob-

---------------------
servance of the thirtieth anniversary of the Declaration on 
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples, as well as the position taken by the territorial 
Governments contained in the reports of the seminars, 17 

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to American Sa
moa, Anguilla, Bermuda, the British Virgin Islands, the 
Cayman Islands, Guam, Montserrat, Tokelau, the Turks 
and Caicos Islands and the United States Virgin Islands; 15 

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of those 
Territories to self-determination and independence in con
formity with the Charter of the United Nations and General 
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), containing the Declara
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun
tries and Peoples; 

3. Also reaJ]itms that it is ultimately for the people of 
those Territories themselves to determine freely their fu
ture political status in accordance with the relevant provi
sions of the Charter, the Declaration and the relevant reso
lutions of the General Assembly and, in that connection, 
calls upon the administering Powers, in cooperation with 
the territorial Governments, to facilitate programmes of 
political education in the Territories in order to foster an 
awareness among the people of the possibilities open to 
them in the exercise of their right to self-determination, in 
conformity with the legitimate political status options 
clearly defined in General Assembly resolution 1541 (XV); 

4. Reiterates that it is the responsibility of the admin
istering Powers to create such conditions in the Territories 
as will enable their people to exercise freely and without 
interference their inalienable right to self-determination 
and independence; 

5. Also reiterates the view that such factors as territo
rial size, geographical location, size of population and lim
ited natural resources should in no way serve as a pretext 
to delay the speedy exercise by the peoples of those Terri
tories of their inalienable right to self-determination; 

6. Reaffirms the responsibility of the administering 
Powers under the Charter to promote the economic and so
cial development and to preserve the cultural identity of 
those Territories, and recommends that priority should 
continue to be given, in consultation with the territorial 
Governments concerned. to the strengthening and diversi
fication of their respective economies; 

7. Urges the administering Powers, in cooperation 
with the territorial Governments concerned, to take or con
tinue to take effective measures to safeguard and guarantee 
the inalienable right of the peoples of those Territories to 
own, develop or dispose of the natural resources of those 
Territories, including marine resources, and to establish 
and maintain control over the future development of those 
resources; 

8. Also urges the administering Powers to take all nec
essary measures to protect and conserve the environment 
of the Territories under their administration against any 
environmental degradation, and requests the specialized 
agencies concerned to continue to monitor environmental 
conditions in those Territories; 

9. Calls upon the administering Powers to continue to 
take all necessary measures, in cooperation with the re
spective territorial Governments. to counter problems re
lated to drug trafficking: 
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10. Urges the administering Powers to foster or con
tinue to foster close relations between the Territories and 
other island communities in their respective regions, and 
to promote cooperation between the respective territorial 
Governments and regional institutions, as well as the spe
cialized agencies and other organizations of the United 
Nations system; 

11. Also urges the administering Powers to cooperate 
or continue to cooperate with the Special Committee in its 
work by providing timely and up-to-date information for 
each Territory under their administration, in accordance 
with Article 73 e of the Charter, and by facilitating the dis
patch of visiting missions to the Territories to secure first
hand information thereon and to ascertain the wishes and 
aspirations of the inhabitants; 

12. Appeals to the administering Powers to continue or 
to resume their participation in future meetings and activi
ties of the Special Committee and to ensure the participa
tion in the work of the Special Committee of repre
sentatives of the Non-Self-Governing Territories; 

13. Urges Member States to contribute to the efforts of 
the United Nations to achieve the eradication of colonial
ism by the year 2000, and calls upon them to continue to 
give their full support to the action of the Special Commit
tee towards the attainment of that objective; 

14. Invites the specialized agencies and other organi
zations of the United Nations system to initiate or to con
tinue to take all necessary measures to accelerate progress 
in the social and economic life of the Territories; 

15. Requests the specialized agencies and other organi
zations of the United Nations system, in formulating their 
assistance programmes, to take due account of the text en
titled "Challenges and opportunities: a strategic frame
work", which was adopted unanimously by the Meeting of 
Governmental Experts of Island Developing Countries and 
Donor Countries and Organizations;16 

16. Requests the Special Committee to continue the ex
amination of the question of the small Territories and to 
recommend to the General Assembly the most suitable 
steps to be taken to enable the populations of those Terri
tories to exercise their right to self-determination and in
dependence, and to report thereon to the Assembly at its 
forty-seventh session. 

B 

68th plenmy meeting 
11 December I 991 

INDIVIDUAL TERRITORIES 

I. American Samoa 

The General Assembly, 
Referring to resolution A above, 
Having heard the statement of the representative of the 

United States of America, as the administering Power, 18 

Recalling the dispatch in 1981 of a United Nations vis
iting mission to the Territory, 

1. Welcomes the measures taken by the territorial Gov
ernment during 1990 to implement the American Samoa 
Environmental Act by protecting and conserving marine 
resources and by preventing the pollution of its territorial 
waters; 

2. Calls upon the administering Power, in cooperation 

with the territorial Government, to promote the economic 
and social development of the Territory, to reduce its 
heavy economic and financial dependence on the United 
States and to take measures to create more employment l)p
portunities for the people of the Territory; 

3. Notes that a period of ten years has elapsed since a 
United Nations mission visited the Territory. 

11. Anguilla 

The General Assembly, 
Referring to resolution A above, 
Having heard the statement of the representative of the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as 
the administering Power,19 

Aware of the desire of the people of Anguilla for a 
higher level of self-government, 

Recognizing the contribution of the marine resources of 
Anguilla to its local economy, 

Cognizant of the economic and social impact of unem
ployment on the communities of the Territory, 

I. Takes note of the results of the general elections of 
February 1989 and the statement of the Chief Minister that 
the Government of Anguilla had no intention of moving 
towards independence during its current term of office; 

2. Notes with concern that the administering Power 
continues to deny further delegation of competence over 
the special areas of responsibility of the Governor to min
isters of the territorial Government prior to setting a time
frame for independence; 

3. Welcomes the measures taken by the territorial Gov
ernment and the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States 
designed to protect and conserve marine resources and to 
control the activities of foreign fishermen operating ille
gally in the area, but expresses its preoccupation over the 
continued illegal operation of foreign fishing vessels 
within the territorial waters of Anguilla; 

4. Notes with satisfaction the measures being taken by 
the territorial Government aimed at alleviating the prob
lems of unemployment and at providing increased job 
opportunities, and urges the administering Power, in coop
eration with the territorial Government, to continue to pro
vide the assistance necessary to increase the employment 
of local personnel in the civil service and other sectors of 
the economy. 

III. Bermuda 

The General Assembly, 
Referring to resolution A above, 
Having heard the statement of the representative of the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as 
the administering Power,19 

Reaffirming its strong conviction that the presence of 
military bases and installations in the Territory could, in 
certain circumstances, constitute an obstacle to the imple
mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 

Noting that, following the general elections of 1989, dur
ing which the ruling United Bermuda Party retained power 
in the House of Assembly, its leader, the Prime Minister, 
stated that the question of independence was no longer a 
major issue and that his Government would pay special 
attention to the problem of drug trafficking and the laun-
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dering of illegal money, as well as to the question of over
crowding of the Territory, 

Noting also the view of the leader of the Progressive 
Labour Party that independence would help to unify the 
people of Bermuda, and further noting that the Governor 
of Bermuda hao;; stated that the complexities confronting 
Bermuda require different solutions and call for greater 
participation of individuals from all segments of the popu
lation, 

Recalling that in January 1988 the Government of Ber
muda started work on a new development plan for the Ter
ritory and announced that it would involve the public as 
closely as possible in its preparation, 

Noting that the Territory has never been visited by a 
United Nations visiting mission, 

I. Calls upon the administering Power to ensure that 
the presence of military bases and installations in the Ter
ritory would not constitute an obstacle to the implementa
tion of the Declaration on the Granting oflndependence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples nor hinder the population 
of the Territory from exercising il~ right to self-determina
tion and independence in conformity with the purposes and 
principles of the Charter of the United Nations; 

2. Also calls upon the administering Power, in coop
eration with the territorial Government, to take specific 
measures aimed at ensuring the economic and social sta
bility of the Territory, taking into account the recommen
dations made by the working groups appointed in January 
1989 to study the main areas covered by the development 
plan; 

3. Further calls upon the administering Power to con
tinue to take all necessary measures, in cooperation with 
the territorial Government, to counter problems related to 
drug trafficking; 

4. Calls upon the administering Power to facilitate the 
dispatch of a United Nations visiting mission to the Terri
tory. 

IV. British Virgin Islands 

The General Assembly, 
Referring to resolution A above, 

Having heard the statement of the representative of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, a~ 
the administering Power,19 

Taf.dng note of the general elections held in the Territory 
on 12 November 1990, and noting that the question of the 
future political status of the Territory was not an election 
issue, 

Noting the participation of the Ten·itory as an a'isociate 
member in some regional and international organizations 
and it<> applications for similar membership in the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and in the 
Caribbean Community, 

Recalling its resolution 44/3 of 12 October 1989, on 
emergency assistance to the British Virgin Islands and 
other Caribbean countries that were struck by hurricane 
Hugo, 

Taking into account the statement of the Chief Minister 
in 1990 that the economy of the Territory showed sustained 
growth, and the report of the Caribbean Development Bank 
that the favourable economic trend would probably con
tinue, 

Recalling the dispatch m 1976 of a United Nations vis
iting mission to the Territory, 

Noting the substantial proportion of land owned by ex
patriates and the concerns of local groups and individuals 
over the sale of land to foreigners, which could give rise 
to environmental issues and which interferes with the right 
of the local people to free access to their beaches, 

1. Calls upon the administering Power to facilitate the 
admission of the British Virgin Islands to associate mem
bership in the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations and in the Caribbean Community, as well 
as its participation in other regional and international 
organizations as identified by the territorial Govern
ment; 

2. Also calls upon the administering Power, in coop
eration with the territorial Government, to provide the nec
essary assistance to the Territory to develop and diversify 
its economy, through, inter alia, the revitali7.ation of agri
culture, the promotion of industrial development and the 
establishment of intersectoral linkages; 

3. Notes with satisfaction the measures being taken by 
the territorial Government to prevent drug trafficking and 
money laundering, and urges the administering Power to 
continue its assistance to the Territory in those endeavours; 

4. Urges the regional and international financial insti
tutions, as well as the specialized agencies and other or
ganizations of the United Nations system, to assist the 
Government of the British Virgin Islands in identifying its 
medium- and long-term needs and to increase their partici
pation in the recovery and reconstruction of the Territory; 

5. Note.s with regret that a period of fifteen years has 
elapsed since a United Nations mission visited the Terri
tory. 

V. Cayman Islands 

The General Assembly, 
Referring to resolution A above, 

Having heard the statement of the representative of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as 
the administering Power,1q 

Noting the constitutional review being conducted in the 
Caynum Islands by the Constitutional Commission ap
pointed by the administering Power, 

Noting also the measures being taken by the territorial 
Government to promote agricultural production with a 
view to reducing the heavy dependence of the Territory on 
Imported provisions, 

E'Cpressing its concern that property and land continue 
to be owned and developed largely by foreign investors, 

Noting that a large proportion of the labour force of the 
Territory consists of expatriates and that there is a need for 
the training of nationals in the technical, vocational, mana
gerial and professional fields, 

Noting also the action taken by the territorial Govern
ment to implement its localization programme to promote 
increased participation of the local population in the deci
sion-making process in the Cayman Islands, 

Noting with concern the vulnerability of the Territory to 
drug trafficking and related activities, 

Noting with satisfaction the efforts of the territorial Gov
ernment, the Governments of other countries of the region, 
and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 



234 Geaeral Assembly-Forty-slxtb Sessloa 

Ireland, as the administering Power, to prevent and repress 
illicit activities such as money laundering, funds smug
gling, false invoicing and various forms of white-collar 
fraud, as well as the use of and trafficking in illegal drugs, 

Recalling the dispatch in 1977 of a United Nations vis
iting mission to the Territory, 

I. Requests the administering Power to expedite the 
constitutional review exercise in the Territory, in close co
operation with the territorial Government and in conform
ity with the wishes and aspirations of the Caymanian popu
lation, with a view to enabling the people of the Cayman 
Islands to exercise their inalienable right to self-determi
nation; 

2. Calls upon the administering Power, in consultation 
with the territorial Government, to continue to promote the 
agricultural development of the Cayman Islands with a 
view to reducing the dependence of the Territory on im
ported food supplies; 

3. Urges the administering Power, in consultation with 
the territorial Government, to continue to facilitate the ex
pansion of the current localization programme; 

4. Calls upon the administering Power to continue to 
take all necessary measures, in cooperation with the terri
torial Government, to counter problems related to money 
laundering, funds smuggling and various forms of white
collar crime, as well as drug trafficking; 

5. Notes with regret that a period of fourteen years has 
elapsed since a United Nations mission visited the Terri
tory. 

VI. Guam 

The General Assembly, 
Referring to resolution A above, 
Having heard the statement of the representative of the 

United States of America, as the administering Power,18 

Noting that the second round of negotiations between the 
Government of the United States of America and the Gov
ernment of Guam aimed at transferring land and facilities 
at the Naval Air Station, Agana, opened in July 1991, 

Aware that large tracts of land in the Territory continue 
to be reserved for the use of the Department of Defense of 
the administering Power, 

Noting that the administering Power has undertaken a 
programme of transferring surplus federal land to the 
Government of Guam, 

Also noting the potential for diversifying and developing 
the economy of Guam through commercial fishing and 
agriculture, 

Taking note of the statement of the representative of the 
administering Power regarding the preser;ce of military 
bases and installations in the Territory,20 

Recalling the dispatch in 1979 of a United Nations vis
iting mission to the Territory, 

I. Calls upon the administering Power to ensure that 
the presence of military bases and installations in the Ter
ritory should not constitute an obstacle to the implementa
tion of the Declaration on the Granting oflndependence to 
Colonial Countries and Peoples nor hinder the population 
of the Territory from exercising its right to self-determina
tion and independence in conformity with the purposes and 
principles of the Charter of the United Nations; 

2. Also calls upon the administering Power, in coop-

eration with the territorial Government, to expedite the 
transfer of land to the people of the Territory and to take 
the necessary steps to safeguard their property rights; 

3. Urges the administering Power to support measures 
by the territorial Government aimed at promoting growth 
in commercial fishing and agriculture; 

4. Notes that a period of twelve years has elapsed since 
a United Nations mission visited the Territory. 

VII. Montserrat 

The General Assembly, 
Referring to resolution A above, 
Having heard the statement of the representative of the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as 
the administering Power,19 

Recalling the devastation caused by hurricane Hugo in 
September 1989 and the recovery efforts of the territorial 
Government in conjunction with the administering Power 
and the international community, 

Taking into account the membership of Montserrat in re
gional and international bodies and the statement of the 
representative of the United Nations Educational, Scien
tific and Cultural Organization regarding the outstanding 
request of the Territory for readmission to associate mem
bership in that organization, 

Noting the statement of the Chief Minister that the cur
rent rate of economic growth could not be maintained, 

Also noting the policy of the territorial Government to 
control the growth and upgrade the efficiency of the public 
service, 

Recalling the dispatch of United Nations visiting mis
sions to the Territory in 1975 and 1982, 

I. Urges the administering Power to continue to inten
sify and expand its programme of aid in order to accelerate 
the development of the economic and social infrastructure 
of the Territory; 

2. Reiterates its call upon the administering Power, in 
cooperation with the territorial Government, to take the 
necessary steps to facilitate the readmission of Montserrat 
as an associate member of the United Nations Educational 
Scientific and Cultural Organization; ' 

3. Requests the administering Power to secure the as
sistance of the specialized agencies and other organizations 
of the United Nations system, as well as regional and other 
multilateral financial institutions, in the strengthening, 
development and diversification of the economy of Mont
serrat; 

4. Urges the administering Power, in cooperation with 
the territorial Government, to provide the necessary assis
tance for the training of local personnel in the skills essen
tial to the development of the Territory and to encourage 
skilled workers to remain in the Territory; 

5. Notes with regret that a period of nine years has 
elapsed since a United Nations mission visited the Terri
tory. 

VIII. Tokelau 

The General Assembly, 
Referring to resolution A above, 
Having heard the statement of the representative of New 

Zealand, the administering Power,21 
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Noting the continuing devolution of power to the local 
authority, the General Fono (Council), and mindful that the 
cultural heritage and traditions of the people of Tokelau 
should be taken fully into account in the evolution of the 
political institutions of Tokelau, 

Also noting the endeavours of Tokelau to develop its 
marine and other resources and its efforts to diversify the 
income-earning ability of its population, 

Welcoming the information that the wish of Tokelau to 
pursue avenues that give greater political autonomy to its 
leadership remains keen, while it wishes to maintain its 
current relationship with the administering Power, 

Noting with appreciation the relief assistance extended 
to Tokelau by the administering Power, other Member 
States and international organizations, in particular the 
United Nations Development Programme and the Office of 
the United Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator, following 
the natural disasters caused by cyclone Ofa in February 
1990, 

1. Encourages the Government of New Zealand, the 
administering Power, to continue to respect fully the 
wishes of the people of Tokelau in carrying out the politi
cal and economic development of the Territory in order to 
preserve their social, cultural and traditional heritage; 

2. Calls upon the administering Power, in consultation 
with the General Fono (Council), to continue to expand its 
development assistance to Tokelau in order to promote the 
economic and social development of the Territory; 

3. Takes note of the plan of Tokelau to transfer the Of
fice for Tokelau Affairs from Apia to Tokelau, as well as 
the support of New Zealand for the transfer, and invites the 
administering Power to continue to provide maximum as
sistance to the Territory in this regard; 

4. Invites all governmental and non-governmental or
ganizations, financial institutions, Member States and or
ganizations of the United Nations system to grant or to 
continue to grant Tokelau special emergency economic as
sistance to mitigate the effects of cyclone Ofa and to enable 
the Territory to meet its medium- and long-term recon
struction and rehabilitation requirements. 

IX. Turks and Caicos Islands 

The General Assembly, 
Referring to resolution A above, 
Having heard the statement of the representative of the 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as 
the administering Power,19 

Recalling the entry into force of the new Constitution 
under the Turks and Caicos Islands Constitution Order, 
1988, 

Noting the holding of general elections on 3 April 1991 
and the return to power of the Progressive National Party 
after three years in opposition, 

Also noting the establishment, under the 1988 Constitu
tion, of a Public Service Commission to advise the Gover
nor on civil service matters, and of a Public Service Train
ing Board under the Commission to advise on and assist in 
the supervision of policies and programmes for the training 
of public officers at all levels, 

Further noting the enactment in May 1990 of an immi
gration bill designed to effect improved regulations gov
erning the status of immigrants and migrant workers, 

Noting with satisfaction the arrangements made to make 
university-level education available to the Turks and Cai
cos Islanders, 

Recalling the dispatch in 1980 of two United Nations 
visiting missions to the Territory, 

I. Urges the administering Power, in consultation with 
the territorial Government, to continue to provide the nec
essary assistance for the localization of the civil service at 
all levels and for the training of local personnel; 

2. Notes with satisfaction the opening in February 
1990 of the School for Field Studies on South Caicos, the 
first university-level institution in the Territory, as well as 
the arrangements made by the Government of the Bahamas 
enabling qualified students from the Territory to attend the 
College of the Bahamas on scholarships provided by the 
Government of the Bahamas; 

3. Takes note that, as a result of the manpower review 
undertaken in 1989, a number of measures have been taken 
to strengthen and restructure the public service, including 
the establishment of new posts and the regrading of exist
ing posts; 

4. Notes with regret that a period of eleven years has 
elapsed since a United Nations mission visited the Terri
tory. 

X. United States Virgin Islands 

The General Assembly, 
Referring to resolution A above, 
Having heard the statement of the representative of the 

United States of America, as the administering Power,1" 

Having also heard the statement of the representative of 
the Governor of the United States Virgin Islands,22 

Noting that legislation has been introduced in the Virgin 
Islands Senate to postpone the referendum on political 
status until 1993, 

Noting also that the extension to ninety days of the resi
dency requirement for voting has not addressed the con
cerns of the representatives of the territorial Government 
and those of the Commission on Status and Federal Rela
tions regarding eligibility to participate in a referendum on 
se I £-determination, 

Noting fUrther that discussions are continuing between 
the territorial Government and the administering Power 
over the transfer of the ownership of Water Island to the 
Territory at the end of its lease in December 1992, and not
ing the exchange of communications between the Gover
nor of the Territory and the Government of the United 
States concerning the reclamation and development of sub
merged land at Long Bay in the Charlotte Amalie Harbour 
and that the title of the West Indian Company to the land 
was recently upheld by the appropriate United States judi
cial authorities, 

Noting the continuing interest of the territorial Govern
ment in seeking associate membership in the Organization 
of Eastern Caribbean States and in the Caribbean Commu
nity, 

Recalling the dispatch in 1977 of a United Nations vis
iting mission to the Territory and the outstanding request 
by the territorial Government for a further visiting mission 
to the Territory, 

I. Requests the administering Power, in cooperation 
with the territorial Government, to provide the necessary 
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advice to the Commission on Status and Federal Relations 
in its review of the residency requirement for those eligible 
to participate in a genuine exercise of the right to self
determination in the United States Virgin Islands; 

2. Invites the administering Power to review the op
tions for the transfer of Water Island to the Territory at the 
end of 1992; 

3. Requests the administering Power and the Govern
ment of the United States Virgin Islands to continue to hold 
discussions, within the framework of existing juridical pro
visions, with a view to securing the financial means to ac
quire the reclaimed and submerged land at Long Bay in the 
Charlotte Amalie Harbour from the West Indian Company; 

4. Reiterates its request to the administering Power to 
facilitate as appropriate the participation of the Territory 
in the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States and the 
Caribbean Community, as well as in various international 
and regional organizations, including the Caribbean Group 
for Cooperation in Economic Development of the World 
Bank, in accordance with the tenns of reference of such 
organizations; 

5. Calls upon the administering Power to respond fa
vourably to the request of the territorial Government for 
the dispatch of a United Nations visiting mission to the 
Territory. 

68th plenary meeting 
11 December 1991 

46/69. Question of New Caledonia 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the question of New Caledonia, 
Having examined the chapter of the report of the Special 

Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to New Cale
donia,12 

Reaffirming the right of peoples to self-determination as 
enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, 

Recalling its resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December 
1960 and 1541 (XV) of 15 December 1960, 

Noting the importance of the positive measures being 
pursued in New Caledonia by the French authorities, in co
operation with all sectors of the population, to promote po
litical, economic and social development in the Territory, 
including measures in the area of environmental protection 
and action with respect to drug abuse and trafficking, in 
order to provide a framework for its peaceful progress to 
self-detem1ination, 

Noting also, in this context, the importance of equitable 
economic and social development, as well as continued 
dialogue among the parties involved in New Caledonia in 
the preparation of the act of self-determination of New 
Caledonia, 

Acknowledging the close links between New Caledonia 
and the peoples of the South Pacific and the positive ac
tions being taken by the French authorities to facilitate the 
further development of those links, including the develop
ment of closer relations with the member countries of the 
South Pacific Forum, 

I. Approves the section of the report of the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen-

tation of the Declaration on the Granting oflndependence 
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to New Caledo
nia;23 

2. Urges all the parties involved, in the interest of all 
the people of New Caledonia, to maintain their dialogue in 
a spirit of harmony; 

3. Invites all the parties involved to continue promot
ing a framework for the peaceful progress of the Territory 
towards an act of self-determination in which all options 
are open and which would safeguard the rights of all New 
Caledonians; 

4. Requests the Special Committee to continue the ex
amination of this question at its next session and to report 
thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh ses
sion. 

68th plenary meeting 
11 December 1991 

46170. Cooperation and coordination of specialized 
agencies and the international institutions as
sociated with the United Nations in their assis
tance to Non-Self-Governing Territories 

The General Assembly, 
Aware that in addition to general problems facing devel

oping countries, the remaining Non-Self-Governing Terri
tories, many of which are small island Territories, also suf
fer handicaps arising from the interplay of such factors as 
their size, remoteness, geographical dispersion, vulnerabil
ity to natural disasters, the fragility of their ecosystems·, 
constraints in transport and communications, great dis
tances from market centres, a highly limited internal mar
ket, lack ofnatural resources, weak indigenous technologi
cal capacity, the acute problem of obtaining freshwater 
supplies, heavy dependence on imports and a small number 
of commodities, depletion of non-renewable resources, mi
gration, particularly of personnel with high-level skills, 
shortage of administrative personnel and heavy financial 
burdens, 

Recalling resolution 24 (XI), on the Programme of As
sistance to Small Island Developing Countries, adopted by 
the eleventh session of the Caribbean Development and 
Cooperation Committee on 22 November 1988, in which 
the Committee directed its secretariat to continue to exam
ine the access of the non-independent Caribbean countries 
to progran1mes and activities of the United Nations system 
with the aim of identifying areas within that system which 
could provide technical and other assistance to those coun
tries in the furtherance of their development process, and 
other resolutions of the Caribbean Development and Co
operation Committee, 

Taking note of the report of the Meeting of Governmen
tal Experts of Island Developing Countries and Donor 
Countries and Organizations which was held in New York 
from 25 to 29 June 1990, 16 

Mindful of the growing importance that the General As
sembly attaches to the contributions of specialized agen
cies and the international institutions to the economic and 
social development of Non-Self-Governing Territories, 

Welcoming the role being played by the United Nations 
Development Progran1me and the specialized agencies in 
that regard. 
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Recalling its resolution 44/211 of 22 December 1989, 
entitled "Comprehensive triennial policy review of opera
tional activities for development of the United Nations sys
tem", 

Taking into account the suggestions made by Member 
States during the general debate on the relevant item, 

I. Invites the specialized agencies and the international 
institutions associated with the United Nations to increase 
their participation in the debates of the General Assembly 
on the remaining Non-Self-Governing Territories, with a 
view to apprising the Assembly of their development pro
grammes in those Territories and thereby facilitating more 
informed comments on their work; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to take the necessary 
measures for promoting and expanding cooperation and 
coordination among the specialized agencies and the inter
national institutions associated with the United Nations in 
their assistance to Non-Self-Governing Territories and to 
report to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session 
on the implementation of the present resolution; 

3. Decides to keep this question under review. 

NOTES 

68th plenary meeting 
11 December 1991 
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46/183. Financial reports and audited financial state
ments, and reports of the Board of Auditors 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered, for the year ended 31 December 
1990, the financial reports and audited financial statements 
ofthe United Nations Reliefand Works Agency for Pales
tine Refugees in the Near East,2 the United Nations Insti
tute for Training and Research,3 the voluntary funds ad
ministered by the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees,4 and the related reports and audit opinions of the 

Board of Auditors,S as well as the interim reports of the 
Board of Auditors for the first year of the biennium 1990-
1991 on the United Nations Development Programme/ the 
United Nations Population Fund7 and the International 
Trade Centre,8 the concise summary of principal findings, 
conclusions and recommendations for remedial action of 
the Board of Auditors,9 and the report of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions,10 

23'1 

Recognizing the progress made in the implementation of 
General Assembly resolution 45/235 of 21 December 
1990, 
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Noting with appreciation the steps taken by the execu
tive heads and governing bodies of the United Nations or
ganizations and programmes to give appropriate considera
tion and attention to the audit reports, 

Taking into consideration the views expresst:d by dele
gations, the Board of Auditors, the Advisory Committee 
and representatives of the United Nations organizations 
and programmes during the debate in the Fifth Committee 
on this item,11 and the widely expressed support for meas
ures to improve the efficiency, management, financial ac
countability and budgetary control of the United Nations 
organizations and programmes concerned, 

l. Accepts the financial reports and audited financial 
statements and the audit opinions and reports of the Board of 
Auditors regarding the aforementioned organizations; 

2. Endorses all the recommendations and observa
tions of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions and approves all of the recommenda
tions and observations of the Board of Auditors in which 
the Advisory Committee has concurred, subject to the pro
visions of the present resolution and taking into account 
the views expressed by Member States in the Fifth Com
mittee; 

3. Requests the Board of Auditors and the Advisory Com
mittee to continue to cover, in their review of organizations 
and programmes, including peace-keeping operations, the 
areas relating to the efficiency and effectiveness of the finan
cial procedures and controls, the accounting system and re
lated administrative and management aspects in accordance 
with regulation 12.5 of the Financial Regulations of the 
United Nations and to recommend measures, as appropri
ate, to strengthen financial and management controls and 
to standardize the financial reporting of the organizations; 

4. Recommends that all future reports of the Board of 
Auditors continue to include separate sections that contain 
a summary of recommendations for corrective action to be 
taken by the United Nations organizations and programmes 
concerned, with an indication of relative urgency; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General and the executive 
heads of agencies to submit to the General Assembly at its 
forty-seventh session a timetable for remedial action on the 
recommendations by the Board of Auditors referred to in 
paragraph 4 above; 

6. Encourages the Board of Auditors to carry out its 
audits in a comprehensive manner in response to paragraph 
13 of General Assembly resolution 44/183 of 19 December 
1989 and to paragraph 23 of Assembly resolution 45/235; 

7. lnvites the Board of Auditors to continue the prac
tice of issuing a special report for United Nations organi
zations audited on a biennial basis during the first year of 
each biennium, through the Advisory Committee, if in the 
opinion of the Board there are matters that need to be 
brought to the attention of the governing bodies and/or the 
General Assembly; 

8. Requests the Board of Auditors to ensure regular 
audit coverage of all extrabudgetary expenditures, includ
ing the various trust funds managed by the Secretary
General or the executive heads of United Nations organi
zations and programmes; 

9. Invites the governing bodies of organizations and 
programmes for which audited financial statements or in
terim reports have been considered by the General Assem
bly to ensure that full consideration is given to the reports 

of the Board of Auditors and the Advisory Committee and 
the comments made thereon in the Fifth Committee with a 
view to taking appropriate remedial measures; 

I 0. Welcomes the review of the Board of Auditors of 
the liquidity positions of United Nations organizations, and 
requests the Board to conduct a further review, bearing in 
mind that the infonnation should be presented in a stand
ardized fonnat; 

II. Recommends that the Board of Auditors continue 
to submit to the General Assembly a concise document 
summarizing its principal findings, conclusions and rec
ommendations of common interest, classified by audit area 
and, where appropriate, identifying the audited organization; 

12. Urges the United Nations Development Pro
gramme and United Nations organizations designated as 
executing agencies of the Programme expeditiously to con
clude standard basic executing agencies agreements and to 
ensure that these agreements, including existing agree
ments, provide for appropriate accountability with regard 
to Programme funds; 

13. Expresses its concern about continued qualified 
opinions by the Board of Auditors on the financial state
ments of the United Nations Development Programme and 
the United Nations Population Fund; 

14. Requests the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Development Programme to require the executive 
heads of the Programme and the United Nations Population 
Fund: 

(a) To intensify vigorously their efforts to correct or 
improve the conditions that gave rise to the qualification 
of audit opinions of the Board of Auditors; 

{b) To issue and implement comprehensive and spe
cific guidelines in order to delineate appropriately pro
gramme expenditure, programme support and administra
tive expenditures; 

15. Requests the Administrator of the United Nations 
Development Programme to take appropriate measures to 
improve budget management and to ensure the timely com
pletion of projects executed by the Office for Project Serv
ices and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its 
forty-seventh session, through the Governing Council of 
the Programme; 

16. Endorses the recommendations of the Board of 
Auditors and the Advisory Committee with regard to the 
administrative system of the International Trade Centre, 
and requests the Secretary-General and the Executive Di
rector of the Centre to reach agreement on suitable admin
istrative arrangements by the end of 1991, and requests the 
Secretary-General to report thereon to the General Assem
bly at its forty-seventh session; 

17. Urges the Secretary-General and the executive 
heads of United Nations organizations and programmes: 

(a) To submit to the General Assembly at its forty
seventh session, through their respective governing bodies, 
detailed progress reports on steps taken to implement pre
vious recommendations of the Board of Auditors and the 
related recommendations of the Advisory Committee and 
to explain if any of those recommendations have not yet 
been implemented, and requests the Board and the Advisory 
Committee to evaluate the efficacy of those measures, and to 
report thereon to the Assembly at its forty-seventh session; 

{b) To report to the General Assembly at its forty
seventh session, through their respective governing bodies, 



VIII. Resolutions adopted oa the reports orthe f'IRh Committee 241 

on the implementation of effective measures to facilitate 
reporting by staff members on a confidential basis with due 
regard to considerations of privacy, of any inappropriate 
use of the resources of a United Nations organization or 
programme; 

(c) To implement stringent inventory controls on non
expendable property; 

(d) To institute without delay more effective control on 
the payment of all allowances and benefits to staff mem
bers and to report on the progress achieved in this regard 
to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session, 
through their respective governing bodies; 

18. Draws the attention of the Secretary-General and 
the executive heads of the United Nations organizations 
and programmes to paragraph 3 of the annex to the Finan
cial Regulations of the United Nations regarding the pro
vision of infonnation which is classified as confidential; 

19. Reaffirms the importance of strict compliance with 
financial regulations and rules on the subject of unliqui
dated obligations; 

20. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session, in the light 
of his experience in implementing the new budget process 

and in the context of the views expressed by delegations, 
and of the observations and recommendations of the Board 
of Auditors,l 2 and the Advisory Committee, 13 and the prob
lems referred to in the report of the Secretary-General, 14 

particularly in paragraph 12, a report concerning the way 
in which year-end obligations relating to expenditures on 
equipment and multi-year obligations should be dealt with; 

21. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General 
for the steps taken to eliminate abuses in the payment of 
income tax reimbursements, and requests him to continue 
efforts to recover outstanding excess income tax reim
bursements and report thereon to the General Assembly at 
its forty-seventh session, and requests the executive heads 
of other organizations and programmes to do the same; 

22. Requests the Board of Auditors to ensure regular 
audit coverage of the accounts of the various peace-keep
ing and special missions; 

23. Requests the executive heads of the United Nations 
organizations and programmes to ensure that expenditures 
do not exceed the level of funds provided under allotments, 
in accordance with the financial rules. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/184. Programme budget for the biennium 1990-1991 

A 

FINAL BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS FOR TilE BIENNIUM 1990-199\ 

The General Assembly 
Resolves that, for the biennium 1990-1991, the amount of 2. 134,072, I 00 United States dollars appropriated by its 

resolution 45/252 A of 21 December 1990 shall be increased by 33,902,400 dollars as follows: 

Section 

PART I. Overall policy-making, direction and co
ordination 

1. Overall policy-making, direction and coordination 

TOTAL, PART I 

PART II. Political and Security Council affairs; 
peace-keeping activities 

2A. Political and Security Council affairs; peace-keeping 
activities ................................ . 

2B. Disarmament affairs activities ................. . 
2C. Office for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea .. 

TOTAL, PART II 

PART III. Political affairs, trusteeship and decolo
nization 

3. Political affairs, trusteeship and decolonization .... 

TOTAL, PART III 

PART IV. Economic, social and humanitarian 
activities 

4. Policy-making organs (economic and social activities) 
5A. Office of the Director-General for Development and 

International Economic Cooperation .......... . 

Amount 
gppropritJied by 

r~.solution 

451252 A 

75 972 300 

75 972 300 

91 !72 200 
12346600 
8 372 300 

Ill 891 100 

24 762 800 

24 762 800 

9 320 400 

4 912 400 

bKrease or Fi,.Q/ 
(dt:c"au) appropr;ation 

(United States dollars) 

2 610 000 78 582 300 

2 610 000 78 582 300 

4 894 300 96 066 500 
(389 100) II 957 500 
(685 400) 7 686 900 

3 819 800 115 710 900 

u. 541 400) 23 221 400 

(I 541 400) 23 221 400 

(335 100) 8 985 300 

164 700 5 077 100 
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Section 

5B. Regional Commissions New York Office ....... . 
6. Department of International Economic and Social 

Affairs .................................. . 
7. Department of Technical Cooperation for Development 
8. Activities on global social development issues ... . 
9. Transnational corporations .................... . 

l 0. Economic Commission for Europe ............. . 
11. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 

Pacific .................................. . 
12. Economic Commission for Latin America and the 

Caribbean ............................... . 
13. Economic Commission for Africa .............. . 
14. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 
15. United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop-

ment .................................... . 
16. International Trade Centre .................... . 
17. Centre for Science and Technology for Development 
18. United Nations Environment Programme ........ . 
19. United Nations Centre for Human Settlements 

(Habitat) ................................. . 
20. International drug control .................... . 
21. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 

Refugees ................................ . 
22. Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Coordi-

nator .................................... . 
23. Human rights ............................... . 
24. Regular programme of technical cooperation .... . 

TOTAL, PART IV 

PART V. International justice and law 
25. International Court of Justice ................. . 
26. Legal activities ............................. . 

TOTAL, PART V 

PART VI. Public infonnation 
27. Public information .......................... . 

TOTAL, PART Vf 

PART VII. Common support services 
28. Administration and management ............... . 
29. Conference and library services ............... . 

TOTAL, PART VII 

PART IX. Staff assessment 
31. Staff assessment ............................ . 

TOTAL, PART IX 

PART X. Capital expenditures 
32. Construction, alteration, improvement and major 

maintenance of premises ................... . 

TOTAL, PART X 

GRAND TOTAL 

Amotmt 
4ppropridled by 

ruolun·Ofl 

451252 A 

889 700 

49 231 400 
24 983 200 
II 611 600 
II 649 200 
37 657 100 

41 295 900 

57 305 900 
59 307 100 
43 938 000 

84 381 200 
16855700 
4 490 900 

II 576 200 

I 0 611 700 
10 540 000 

38 860 300 

7 315 800 
19 044 200 
37 503 900 

593 281 800 

14 749 000 
19977700 

34 726 700 

91 771 500 

91 771 500 

434 020 900 
384 343 200 

818364100 

310 460 500 

310 460 500 

72841300 

72 841 300 

2 134 072 100 

lncre4Je or 
(det:r£Me} 

(United States dollars) 

53 400 

(I 602 700) 
325 400 
166 400 
401 500 

(227 200) 

I 175 600 

(2 650 100) 
I 160 900 
I 201 600 

(37 700) 
(I 018 100) 

(180 800) 
211 000 

(260 600) 
(546 000) 

805 400 

109 600 
695 300 

(671 200) 

(I 058 700) 

1 500 300 
(921 400) 

578 900 

833 300 

833 300 

4 689 400 
4 022 800 

8 712 200 

19 977 400 

19 977 400 

(29 100) 

(29 100) 

33 902 400 

Final 
approprianon 

943 100 

47 628 700 
25 308 600 
II 778 000 
12 050 700 
37 429 900 

42 471 500 

54 655 800 
60 468 000 
45 139 600 

84 343 500 
15 837 600 
4310100 

II 787 200 

10351100 
9 994 000 

39 665 700 

7 425 400 
19 739 500 
36 832 700 

592 223 100 

16 249 300 
19 056 300 

35 305 600 

92 604 800 

92 604 800 

438 710 300 
388 366 000 

82] 076 300 

330 437 900 

330 437 900 

72 812 200 

72 812 200 

2 167 974 500 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 199/ 
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B 

fiNAL INCOME ESTIMATES FOR THE BIENNIUM 1990-1991 

The General Assembly 
Resolves that, for the biennium 1990-1991, the estimates of income in the amount of 381,753,800 United 

States dollars approved by its resolution 45/252 B of 21 December 1990 shall be increased by 18.902,400 dollars as 
follows: 

Income section 

PART I. Income from staff assessment 
I. Income from staff assessment ................... . 

TOTAL, PART I 
PART ll. Other income 

2. General income .............................. . 
3. Revenue-producing activities ................... . 

TOTAL, PART II 

GRAND TOTAL 

c 

Amount dpproval. 
by rnolution 

451l52 B 

315 433 500 

315 433 500 

59 425 300 
6 895 000 

66 320 300 

J81 753 800 

lncr~,ur or 
(dureMt') 

(United States dollars) 

19 741 100 

J9 741.J.QQ_ 

(3 982 900) 
3 144 200 

(838 70Q) 

18 902 400 

Fmal incomr 

335 174 600 

335 17'! 600 

55 442 400 
10 039 200 

_§5 481 60_!) 

400 656 200 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

NET APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE BIENNIUM 1990-199\ 

The General Assembly 
Resolves that for the biennium 1990-1991: 
I. The net requirements resulting from the amounts approved in its resolutions 45/252 A and B of 21 December 

1990 shall be increased by a net amount of 15 million United States dollars as follows: 

Expenditure .................................... . 
Income ......................................... . 
Net requirements ................................ . 

Amosmt upprw~ 
by rrJolunOIU 

451252 .4 ""'' B 

2 134 072 100 
381 753 800 

1752318300 

lracreMe or 
(decre4Sr) 

(United States do!lar.<) 

33 902 400 
18 902 400 -----
15 000 000 

Finoi r.stim~tes 

2 167 974 500 
400 656 200 

l 767 318 300 

2. In addition to the appropriations approved under paragraph I above. a net amount of up to 13,867,100 dollars 
may, with the prior concurrence of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, be committed 
in respect of the regular budget for the biennium 1990-1991; the amount so committed shall be apportioned among Mem
ber States in accordance with the scale of assessments for the year 1992 1 s and reported in the financial statements for the 
biennium 1990-1991. On this basis the General Assembly will consider and approve final appropriations and estimates 
of income for the biennium 1990-1991 at the earliest opportunity in 1992 on an ex post facto basis. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 
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46/185. Questions relating to the proposed pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1992-1993 

A 

The General Assembly 

INTERNATIONAL COMPUTING CENTRE: 1992 BUDGET 
ESTIMATES 

Approves the budget estimates for the International 
Computing Centre for the year 1992 amounting to 
18,275,000 Swiss francs or 13,053,600 United States 
dollars; 

II 

UNITED NATIONS FUND FOR NAMIBIA: SCHOLARSHIP 
PROGRAMME FOR NAMIBIAN STUDENTS 

Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General16 and 
approves the proposals made in paragraphs 14 and 15 
thereof; 

III 

REVIEW OF TRANSLATION AND INTERPRETATION SERVICES 
FOR ALL OFFICIAL LANGUAGES IN THE ECONOMIC COM
MISSION FOR AFRICA 

Approves the proposals contained in the note by the 
Secretary-GeneraJ1 7 and the observations made by the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions in its report; 18 

IV 

CONSTRUCTION OF ADDITIONAL CONFERENCE FACILITIES 
AT ADDIS ABABA AND BANGKOK 

Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General19 and 
concurs with the recommendations and requests made by 
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions in paragraphs 28 and 29 of its report;20 

v 
HONORARIUMS PAY ABLE TO MEMBERS OF ORGANS AND 

SUBSIDIARY ORGANS OF 1HE UNITED NATIONS 

Decides to defer unttl its forty-seventh session con
sideration of the report of the Secretary-General on this 
question;2! 

VI 

REPRESENTATION ALLOWANCES FOR UNDER-SECRETARIES
GENERAL AND ASSISTANT SECRETARIES-GENERAL 

Decides to defer unti I its forty-seventh session con
sideration of the report of the Secretary-General on this 
question; 22 

VII 

REVISED ESTIMATES UNDER SECTION 33F 
(ADMINISTRATION, VIENNA) 

Endorses the recommendation of the Advisory Commit
tee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions to main
tain the initial estimates proposed by the Secretary-General 
for this section, pending a more detailed review by the 

Advisory Committee of the proposals submitted by the 
Secretary-General in his report;23 

VIII 

REVISED ESTIMATES UNDER SECTION 32D (CONFERENCE 
AND LIBRARY SERVICES, VIENNA) 

Takes note of the revised estimates submitted by the 
Secretary-General to appropriate an additional amount of 
803,800 dollars relating to the requirements for the estab
lishment of a common interpretation service at Vienna; 

IX 

CONTINGENCY FUND 

Notes that a balance of 15,23 7 ,I 00 dollars remains in the 
contingency fund. 

B 

The General Assembly 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

Endorses the conclusions and recommendations of the 
Committee for Programme and Coordination on the pro
posed programme budget for the biennium 1992-1993, 
contained in paragraphs II to 391 of its repot1 on the work 
of its thirty-ftrst session,24 including general considera
tions, overall resource requirements, priorities, methodol
ogy and format; 

II 

PosTS 

I. Endorses the recommendations of the Committee 
for Programme and Coordination contained in paragraphs 
41 to 43 of its report24 on the changes in the staffing table 
of the Organization; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to review and de
velop procedures and norms, including workload analyses, 
to justify the creation, suppression, reclassification, con
version and redeployment of posts and to submit a report 
with proposals through the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions to the General 
Assembly at its forty-seventh session, taking into account 
section I, paragraph 17, of Assembly resolution 45/239 A 
of 21 December 1990; 

3. Take-S note of the number and distribution of high
level posts in the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 1992-1993;25 

4. Invites the Secretary-General to indicate his pro
posed changes in the organization of the Secretariat, 
particularly with regard to high-level posts, in revised es
timates to be submitted to the General Assembly at its 
forty-seventh session; 

5. Endorses the recommendations of the Advisory 
Committee26 with regard to the changes in the staffing table 
of the Organization proposed by the Secretary-General, 
and decides (a) to convert from temporary to established 
status four posts (one D-2, one P-5 and two General Serv
ice) in the Offtce of the Special Representative of the 
Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs in South-East 
Asia (section 28.1); (b) to defer the establishment of a new 
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P-4 post of Editor in the Office for Political and General 
Assembly Affairs and Secretariat Services (section 4B); 
(c) to establish on a temporary basis a P-5 post for the Di
rector of the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and 
Disarmament in Asia and the Pacific at Kathmandu, as in
dicated in resolution C, section V, below; (d) not to en
dorse the downgrading of the P-4 post to the P-3 level pro
posed in section 9; (e) to keep for 1992 the D-2 post 
proposed for abolition in section 15 and that the other posts 
under the subprogramme concerned should be treated as 
indicated in resolution C, section IX, below; and (j) to ac
cept the recommendation of the Advisory Committee toes
tablish a P-5 post for an Evaluation Officer in the Eco
nomic Commission for Africa, as indicated in resolution 
C, section XVII, below; 

III 

UNDERUTILIZED BALANCES 

I. Endorses as an ad hoc measure the reduction of 
13,343,900 United States dollars recommended by the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions on the basis of underutilized balances; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to bear in mind that 
the across-the-board reductions under each section result
ing from the recommendations of the Advisory Committee 
on the underutilized balances are indicative and to con
sider, in implementing these recommendations, the re
quirements of programmes and services of the various 
units in the Secretariat; 

3. Also requests the Secretary-General to use the first 
performance report on the programme budget for the bien
nium 1992-1993 to reflect his proposed transfers of re
sources among sections of the programme budget, in ac
cordance with the existing financial regulations and rules 
and the recommendations of the Advisory Committee con·· 
tained in the relevant part of paragraph 22 of its frrst report 
on the proposed programme budget for the biennium 1992-
1993 ;26 

IV 

ACTIVITIES IN THE PROPOSED PROGRAMME BUDGET 

I. Endorses the conclusions and recommendations of 
the Committee for Programme and Coordination contained 
in paragraphs 31 to 33 and 52 of its report;24 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to undertake a re
view of the possible consolidation of administrative func
tions in the various units of the Secretariat and to submit 
proposals thereon to the General Assembly at its forty
seventh session; 

3. Also requests the Secretary-General to review the 
distribution of resources between substantive central de
partments and offices and the regional commissions, taking 
into account the relevant provisions of General Assembly 
resolutions 3 2/l97 of 20 December 1977 and 41/213 of 
19 December 1986, and to reflect his recommendations in 
the proposed programme budget for the biennium 1994-
1995; 

4. Notes that the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 1992-1993 does not provide a list of activities 
that, in the judgement of the Secretary-General, can be dis
continued, and requests the Secretary-General, in the im
plementation of the programme budget, to take into ac
count measures that may improve the cost-effectiveness 

and efficiency of the Organization, thereby enhancing its 
capacity and flexibility to respond effectively to needs and 
mandates; 

5. Reiterates its request to the Secretary-General to 
develop workload standards and other management tech
niques, particularly in the context of the preparation of the 
proposed programme budget for the biennium 1994-190 5; 

6. Endorses the recommendations of the Committee 
for Programme and Coordination on priority-setting con
tained in paragraphs 45 to 47 of its report,24 notes that 
the broad priority on the economic development of devel
oping countries pertains to a large number of sections of 
the programme budget, and stresses the importance of en
suring adequate resources for the implementation of man
dated activities under each section of the programme 
budget: 

7. Notes that objectives of the medium-term plan 
for the period 1992-19931' and specific mandates of 
the General Assembly are not always fully reflected in 
the programme narratives and activities of some sections 
of the proposed programme budget, and requests the 
Secretary-General fully to take into account the views ex
pressed by Member States in implementing the programme 
budget and in proposing revisions to the medium-tem1 
plan; 

8. Also notes the growing role of extrabudgetary re
sources in the implementation of the programmes of the 
Organization, the progress achieved in the presentation of 
these resources in the programme budget, the impact of 
voluntary contributions on a number of subprogrammes m 
the economic and social fields and the observations of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions contained in paragraphs 71 and 72 of its report~' 
with regard to the need for greater transparency. and de
cides to keep this question under constant review; 

9. Further notes that the estimates in the proposed pro
gramme budget do not reflect the possible consequences 
for the activities financed from the regular budget of the 
decisions taken by the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Development Programme on new successor ar
rangements, recognizes that for sections of the progranlme 
budget, such as those pertaining to the Department of 
Teclmical Cooperation for Development and the regional 
commissions, these new arrangements are likely to affect 
the projected level of resources in 1993 and perhaps in 
1992, and invites the Secretary-General to keep the situ
ation under constant review and to report to the General 
Assembly at its f01iy-seventh session, in the most appro
priate fonn; 

I 0. Requests the Secretary-General to review the cost~ 
of services provided by the United Nations to activities fi
nanced from extrabudgetary resources and to provide an 
analysis of appropriate sources of funding for these costs, 
taking into account relevant intergovenunental decisions 
and resolutions and existing practices in this regard; 

II. Also requests the Secretary-General to work in 
close collaboration with the Administrator of the United 
Nations Development Programme in the preparation of the 
report and to take into account paragraph 37 of decision 
91/46 of 21 June 1991 of the Goveming Council of the 
Programme;28 

12. Requests that the two reports be reviewed b) the 
Advisory Committee; 
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v 
TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS 

1. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary-General 
on the status of technological innovations,29 and telecom
munications activities,30 in the United Nations and on op
tical disk storage and retrieval system,31 and endorses the 
comments and recommendations of the Advisory Commit
tee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions contained 
in its report on these projects;32 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure coordina
tion among all organizational units involved in order to 
hannonize their activities to prevent future incompatibili
ties and ensure their efficient and cost-effective use of the 
technologies; 

3. Approves phase II of the optical disc storage andre
trieval project for the period 1992-1993, subject to the sub
mission of a detailed performance report on the completion 
of phase I in 1992; 

4. Takes note of the third progress report of the Secre
tary-General on the integrated management information 
system project,33 expresses concern at the delay in the im
plementation of the project and at the quality of the infor
mation provided to Member States, and endorses the rec
ommendations of the Advisory Committee contained in 
paragraph 45 of its first report26 and in paragraphs 17 to 29 
of its thirteenth report on the proposed programme budget 
for the biennium 1992-1993;32 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a progress 
report to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session 
in accordance with the recommendations of the Advisory 
Committee, particularly with regard to the quantifiable in
crease in productivity, indicating estimated maintenance 
costs per year on a long-term basis as indicated in para
graph 26 of its report; 32 

6. Requests that a report based on an independent ex
pert study and taking into account the views expressed 
by Member States at the current session be submitted no 
later than 15 September 1992, to the Advisory Commit
tee, which will review the report and advise the General 
Assembly on the matter at its forty-seventh session, the 
purpose of this independent evaluation being to assess 
the approach and methodology adopted in the develop
ment and implementation of the project and to determine 
whether the project can be expected to provide the bene
fits outlined in the reports of the Secretary-General and 
to contribute to a more efficient and effective adminis
trative management of the Organization; in addition, the 
evaluation should provide suggestions for enhanced 
information to Member States, inter alia, through ade
quate phasing of the project, with a view to enabling the 
Assembly to take informed decisions on the subject; the 
report is to be financed from the existing provision for 
the project; 

7. Requests the Secretary-General to submit one com
prehensive report on new technology projects, including 
information on the steps taken to implement the recom
mendations of the Advisory Committee, to the General 
Assembly at its forty-seventh session, taking into account 
the views expressed by Member States on these matters in 
the Fifth Committee; 

VI 

PUBLICATIONS POLICY 

1. Notes that, in a number of sections of the proposed 
programme budget, notably of parts IV, V, VI, VII and 
VIII, there seems to be a large number of publications and 
an unclear distinction between publications requested by 
intergovernmental bodies and technical publications pro
duced on the initiative of the Secretariat; 

2. Also notes that the quality and relevance of publica
tions appear to be uneven and that the policies for pricing 
and distribution of United Nations publications need to be 
further retined; 

3. Endorses the recommendations contained in para
graphs 27 and 32.16 to 32.19 of the report of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions,"1 

and emphasizes the need for the Secretariat to utilize better 
internal printing facilities with a view to reducing the over
all cost of printing; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to review the overall 
publications policy of the Organization, including its tech
nical aspects and possible coordination at the level of the 
system, and to submit a report to the General Assembly at 
its forty-eighth session; 

VII 

WORKLOAD OF COMMIITEES AND COMMISSIONS 

I. Endorses the views contained in paragraph 85 of the 
report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions;26 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to undertake a re
view, taking into account all aspects of the implications 
resulting from the increasing trend on workload of the vari
ous committees and commissions, and to submit a report, 
with appropriate proposals, to the General Assembly at its 
forty-seventh session; 

3. Recognizes that the working methods of the Advi
sory Committee are within its competence, and invites the 
Committee to report its decisions and recommendations, as 
appropriate, to the General Assembly; 

VIII 

SEMINAR ON THE METHODOLOGY FOR THE PREPARATION 
OF THE PROGRAMME BUDGET 

I. Endorses the recommendation of the Committee for 
Programme and Coordination contained in paragraph 49 of 
its report,24 on the convening by the Secretary-General of 
an ad hoc technical seminar to review the question of the 
methodology used for the preparation of the programme 
budget, and recommends that this seminar take place dur
ing the fust part of 1992; 

2. Also endorses the recommendations of the Commit
tee for Programme and Coordination, contained in para
graphs 53, 400 and 40 I of its report,24 concerning the 
submission of a prototype of a new budget format, through 
the Committee for Programme and Coordination and the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions, to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh 
session; 
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IX II 

CONTINGENCY FUND 

I. Recalls its resolution 45/255 of 21 December 1990, 
by which it established provisionally the level of the con
tingency fund of the programme budget for the biennium 
1992-1993 at a level of 0.75 per cent of the preliminary 
estimate of 2,462,400,000 dollars, that is, 19 million dol
lars; 

2. Takes note ofthe adjustment made by the Secretary
General to the preliminary estimates from 2,462,400,000 
dollars to 2,366,300,000 dollars, and decides that the re
vised level of the contingency fund stands at 18 million 
dollars; 

X 

BUDGET-RELATED STAFFING ISSUES 

l. Requests the Secretary-General to review the nature 
and level of regular budget funding of Staff Union activi
ties and to report to the General Assembly at its forty
seventh session; 

2. Invites the Secretary-General to take into account 
section XIII, paragraph 2, of General Assembly resolution 
45/241 of21 December 1990 in the implementation ofthe 
programme budget for the biennium 1992-1993; 

3. Decides that a turnover rate of 0.5 per cent shall be 
applied in respect of General Service staff in the proposed 
programme budget for the biennium 1992-1993. 

c 
The General Assembly, 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December I991 

SECTION 1. OVERALL POLICY-MAKING, 
DIRECTION AND COORDINATION 

Having accepted the recommendation of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions on 
the posts for its secretariat, and having noted the increasing 
workload of the Advisory Committee, 

1. Stresses the statutory nature and the importance of 
the functions of the Advisory Committee on Administra
tive and Budgetary Questions, and invites the Secretary
General to keep under review the method of financing of 
posts in the secretariat of the Advisory Committee that are 
not part of the regular budget; 

2. Decides that, starting in 1992, the travel expenses 
and subsistence allowances of the members of the Com
mittee for Programme and Coordination for attendance at 
the joint meetings of the Committee for Programme and 
Coordination and the Administrative Committee on Coor
dination should be authorized under the regular budget of 
the Organization, on the understanding that there will be 
no increase in the total appropriation of the relevant part 
of section I and that claims related to the regular sessions 
of the Committee for Programme and Coordination will 
have frrst priority; 

SECTION 2. GOOD OFFICES AND PEACEMAKING; PEACE
KEEPING; RESEARCH AND THE COLLECTION OF INFOR
MATION 

l. Requests the Secretary-General to reflect the word
ing contained in General Assembly resolution 46/48 on the 
comprehensive review of the whole question of peace
keeping operations in all their aspects, adopted by the As
sembly on 9 December 1991 on the recommendation of the 
Special Political Committee, in the programme budget and 
in the medium-term plan; 

2. Invites the Secretary-General to ensure that the ac
tivities of the Office for Research and the Collection of 
Information fully complement the activities of other of
fices, including the Department of Political and Security 
Council Affairs; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to submit appropri
ate information on the financial and related aspects of spe
cial missions, particularly cost absorption, in the context 
of budget performance reports; 

III 

SECTION 3. POLITICAL AND SECURITY 
COUNCIL AFFAIRS 

Recalling its resolutions 3 2171 of 9 December 1977 and 
40/243 of 18 December 1985, as well as the relevant ob
servations and recommendations of the Advisory Commit
tee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions in its first 
report on the proposed programme budget for the biennium 
1990-1991 34 on the venues of meetings of subsidiary bod
ies, 

Requests the Committee on Conferences to expedite 
its review of United Nations bodies meeting away from 
their established headquarters and to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session; 

IV 

SECTION 4. POLITICAL AND GENERAL AsSEMBLY 
AFFAIRS AND SECRETARIAT SERVICES 

I. Decides to consider at its forty-seventh session the 
report of the Secretary-General on the organization of edi
torial services at United Nations Headquarters,35 which 
was requested by the Committee for Programme and Co
ordination in paragraph 96 of its report;24 

2. Also decides to postpone its decision on the proposal 
of the Secretary-General and the recommendation of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions for the establishment of a P-4 post of Editor, 
pending final decision on the results of the review of edi
torial services at its forty-seventh session; 

3. Accepts the reclassification of the post of Secretary 
of the Committee for Programme and Coordination from 
the P-4 to the P-5 level; 

4. Notes the responsibilities currently attached to this 
post and the inconsistencies in the levels of secretaries of 
various intergovernmental policy-making organs, and re
quests the Secretary-General to keep under review the lev
els of these posts, bearing in mind the other responsibilities 
associated with the posts, and to submit proposals as ap
propriate to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh ses
sion; 
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v 
SECTION 5. DISARMAMENT 

1. Accepts the proposal of the Secretary-General and 
the recommendation of the Advisory Committee on Ad
ministrative and Budgetary Questions on the granting of a 
subvention of 440,000 United States dollars to the United 
Nations Institute for Disarmament Research, reiterates its 
request contained in section IV of its resolution 44/201 B 
of 21 December 1989, and endorses the observations and 
recommendations contained in paragraphs 5.9 and 5.10 of 
the report of the Advisory Committee26 stressing the need 
for the eventual self-sufficiency of the Institute and urging 
that every effort should be made to encourage donors to 
make additional unrestricted contributions which could be 
used to defray the administrative costs of the Institute; 

2. Decides to establish a P-5 post for the Director of 
the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarm
ament in Asia and the Pacific at Kathmandu, effective I 
January 1992, on a temporary basis, subject to a review for 
the need to establish this post on a permanent basis for the 
next biennium; 

VI 

SECTION 9. LEGAL ACTIVITIES 

1. Recalls the concerns expressed by the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions on 
the persistent backlog in the publication of the United 
Nations Treaty Series and invites the Secretary-General to 
take innovative and cost-effective measures to address this 
problem; 

2. Endorses the comments and observations made by 
the Advisory Committee in paragraphs 9.6 and 9.7 of its 
report,26 on the questions of travel and publication policy 
in the United Nations Commission on International Trade 
Law; 

3. Takes note of the proposals of the Secretary-General 
and the recommendation of the Advisory Committee re
garding the reclassification of two posts in the Codification 
Division, and decides not to endorse these proposals; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General, in administering the 
staffing table of section 9, to take fully into account the 
views expressed by Member States on the proposed reclas
sifications; 

VII 

SECTION I lA. OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL FOR 
DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC Co
OPERATION 

l. Endorses the recommendation of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions on 
the proposed reclassification of a D-1 post, and decides, in 
the light of the increasing importance of system-wide co
ordination in the economic and social fields, to keep this 
question under constant review; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to review the pro
gramme narrative under section I lA, taking into account 
all relevant mandates adopted by the General Assembly; 

SECTION II B. WORLD FOOD COUNCIL 

Endorses the recommendation contained in paragraph 
IIB.7 of the report of the Advisory Corr,m:ttee on Admin
istrative and Budgetary Questions26 on . question of 

the rental of office space for the secretariat of the World 
Food Council, and urges the Secretary-General to make 
every effort to obtain premises at a lower cost for this sec· 
retariat; 

SECTION II C. UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON 
ENVIRONMENT AND DEVELOPMENT 

Endorses the recommendations of the Advisory Com
mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, and 
encourages the Secretary-General to redeploy resow·ces 
from within section 1 1 C to provide for any additional con
sultancy requirements; 

VIII 

SECTION 13. DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS 

I. Notes the different presentation of the activities on 
non-governmental organizations in section 13, and stresses 
that the functions of the Department of International Eco
nomic and Social Affairs in this regard remain unchanged, 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to examine activities 
related to "centrally planned economies" in the light of 
global economic developments and to report to the General 
Assembly in the context of the revisions to the medium
term plan for the period 1992- I 997 to be submitted at the 
forty-seventh session; 

3. Takes note of the note by the Secretary-General on 
the administrative and financial arrangements for the 1994 
International Conference on Population and Develop
ment,36 endorses the recommendation of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions tl) 
provide regular budget funding for the Conference, and re
quests the Secretary-General to make all necessary efforts 
to seek voluntary contributions funding for the Conference; 

IX 

SECTION 15. UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON 
TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT 

I. Takes note of the negative growth proposed tor this 
section over the revised estimates for the biennium 1990-
1991, stresses the importance of the programme on trade 
and development in relation to the broad priority on the 
economic development of developing countries, and re
quests the Secretary-General to ensure the full implemen
tation of the activities proposed under this section, includ
ing, if necessary, through the redeployment of resources in 
accordance with established procedures; 

2. Also takes note of the proposals of the Secretary
General to abolish a D-2 post and to redeploy the other 
twelve posts of subprograrnme 5, and the related recom
mendations of the Advisory Committee on Administratiw 
and Budgetary Questions; 

3. Recognizes that new mandates and new activities 
might emerge under section 15; 

4. Decides that the thirteen posts under subprogramme 
5 mentioned above should be retained for 1992, with the 
corresponding appropriation; 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to make proposals 
on these posts for 1993 to the General Assembly at its 
forty-seventh session, taking into account the results of the 
eighth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development, other mandates of relevant intergovern
mental bodies and the possibility for curtailing activitie~ 
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under this subprogramme mentioned in the statement of 
programme budget implications for the implementation of 
the Programme of Action for the Least Developed Coun
tries for the 1990s;37 

X 

SECTION 16. INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTRE 

Requests that the detailed recommendations of the Ad
visory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Ques
tions on section 16 of the proposed programme budget 
should be made available to the budget committee of the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade at its October ses
sion in the odd-nwnbered year before the beginning of the 
budgetary biennium; 

XI 

SECTION 17. UNITED NATIONS ENVIRONMENT 
PROGRAMME 

I. Endorses the recommendation contained in para
graph 265 of the report of the Committee for Programme 
and Coordination24 that all non-mandated activities 
should be excluded from the programme narrative of sec
tion 17; 

2. Takes note of the note by the Secretary-General on 
the conference servicing of intergovernmental bodies con
vened at Nairobi,38 endorses the relevant recommendations 
of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Bud
getary Questions, stresses that interpretation services 
should be available for all official languages of the Organi
zation, and requests the Secretary-General to report on pos
sible additional financial requirements under section 17 in 
the context of the frrst performance report on the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1992-1993; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to study the possi
bility of alternative arrangements for the secretariat of the 
United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of 
Atomic Radiation, including its possible merger with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency, and to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session; 

XII 

SECTION 18. CENTRE FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
FOR DEVELOPMENT 

Takes note of the negative growth proposed for this sec
tion, stresses the importance of the programme on science 
and technology for development in relation to the broad 
priority on the economic development of developing coun
tries, and requests the Secretary-General to ensure the 
full implementation of the activities proposed under 
this section, including enhanced coordination with the re
gional commissions and, if necessary, through the rede
ployment of resources in accordance with established pro
cedures; 

XIII 

SECTION 19. UNITED NATIONS CENTRE FOR HUMAN 
SETTLEMENTS (HABITAT) 

1. Endorses the recommendation contained in para
graph 276 of the report of the Committee for Programme 
and Coordination,24 and stresses that the activities envis
aged under subprogrammes I, 6 and 8 should be fully re-

sponsive to the needs of the various regions, including 
L1tin America and the Caribbean: 

2. Also endorses the relevant recommendations of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions on the translation of documentation into Chi
nese, and invites the Secretary-General to reflect any re
lated additional appropriation in the context of the first per
formance report on the programme budget for the 
biennium 1992-1993 under section 19; 

3. Invites the Secretary-General to ensure that all pub
lications of the United Nations Centre for Human Settle
ments (Habitat) are translated into all official languages in 
a timely manner; 

XIV 

SECTION 20. UNITED NATIONS CENTRE ON 
TRANSNATIONAL CoRPORATIONS 

Endorses the recommendation of the Advisory Commit
tee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions on the pro
posed reclassification of the General Service post of Man
aging Editor, The CTC Reporter magazine, pending the 
completion of the review of the publication policy of the 
OrganizatiOn; 

XV 

SECTION 21. SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND 
HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS 

I. Stresses the importance of the preparation for the 
Fourth World Conference on Women, to be held in 1995, 
and requests the Secretary-General to ensure that adequate 
resources are provided for the preparation during the bien
nium 1992-1993; 

2. Also stresses the importance of the appropriate serv
icing of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimina
tion against Women and requests the Secretary-General to 
ensure such servicing, including through the redeployment 
of resources; 

XVI 

SECTION 22. INTERNATIONAL DRUG CONTROL 

Endorses the recommendation contained in paragraph 
30 I of the report of the Committee for Programme and Co
ordination,24 and stresses the need for allocation of ade
quate resources for activities undertaken pursuant to this 
recommendation; 

Administrative and financial arrangements regarding 
the United Nations International Dntg Control Pro
gramme 

I. Decides to establish, as from I January 1992, under 
the direct responsibility of the Executive Director of the 
United Nations International Drug Control Programme, the 
Fund of the United Nations International Drug Control 
Programme as a fund for financing operational activities 
mainly in developing countries and to transfer to it the fi
nancial resources of the former United Nations Fund for 
Drug Abuse Control; 

2. Authorizes the Commission on Narcotic Drugs as 
the principal United Nations policy-making body on drug 
control issues, taking into account Economic and Social 
Council resolution 1991/38 of 21 June 1991 and General 
Assembly resolution 46/104 of 16 December 1991, to ap-
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prove, on the basis of the proposals of the Executive Di
rector of the Programme, both the budget of the pro
gramme of the Fund and the administrative and programme 
support costs budget, other than expenditures borne by the 
regular budget of the United Nations, and requests the 
Commission to report to the Assembly at its forty-seventh 
session, through the Economic and Social Council, on the 
ways in which it plans to carry out the administrative and 
financial functions; 

3. Requests the Advisory Committee on Administra
tive and Budgetary Questions to submit its comments and 
recommendations on the administrative and programme 
support costs budget of the United Nations International 
Drug Control Programme to the Commission on Narcotic 
Drugs; 

4. Invites the Secretary-General to consider ways to 
streamline the proposed structure for the Programme, tak
ing into account, inter alia, the observations of the Advi
sory Committee and the views expressed in the Fifth 
Committee, including the need to promote regional coop
eration under the coordination of the Programme in con
sultation with the regional commissions and to submit a re
port thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh 
session; 

5. Decides to consider the arrangements relating to 
personnel for the Programme to be funded from the regular 
budget of the United Nations at a later stage during the 
current session of the General Assembly, and meanwhile 
requests the Secretary-General to take all measures neces
sary to expedite the recruitment of such personnel; 

6. Notes that the paramount consideration in the 
employment of the staff and in the determination of the 
conditions of service shall be the necessity of securing the 
highest standards of efficiency, competence and integrity 
and that due regard shall be paid to the importance of 
recruiting the staff on as wide a geographical basis as 
possible; 

7. Notes also the intention of the Secretary-General to 
promulgate financial rules for the Fund, in accordance with 
the Financial Regulations of the United Nations, it being 
understood that the references in the said financial rules to 
the role and functions of the Commission on Narcotic 
Drugs shall be consistent with the role of the Commission 
given in paragraph 2 above; 

8. Decides that, notwithstanding regulations 11.1 and 
11.4 of the Financial Regulations of the United Nations, 
the Executive Director of the Programme shall maintain 
the accounts of the Fund of the Programme and shall be 
responsible for submitting the said accounts and related fi
nancial statements, no later than 31 March following the 
end of the financial period, to the Board of Auditors and 
for submitting financial reports to the Commission on Nar
cotic Drugs and to the General Assembly; 

XVII 

SECTION 23. ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA 

I. Accepts the proposals of the Secretary-General and 
the recommendation of the Advisory Committee on Ad
ministrative and Budgetary Questions on the multinational 
programming and operational centres, taking into account 
the relevant evaluation report. 39 the report of the Commit
tee for Programme •d Coordination,24 the report of the 
Secretary-General,40 the relevant decisions of the Eco-

nomic and Social Council, paragraph 23.9 of the report of 
the Advisory Committee26 and further views expressed by 
the Secretariat during the consideration of this question at 
the forty-sixth session of the General Assembly, and re
quests the Secretary-General to provide the multinational 
programming and operational centres with the remaining 
Professional and General Service posts and to report 
thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh ses· 
sion; 

2. Takes note of the note by the Secretary-General on 
the self-evaluation capacity of the Economic Commission 
for Africa41 and the observations and recommendations of 
the Advisory Committee, and decides to establish the P-5 
post of Evaluation Officer for the Economic Commission 
for Africa for the biennium 1992-1993 and to review the 
functions of this post in the context of the preparation of 
the proposed programme budget for the biennium 1994-
1995; 

3. Accepts the proposals of the Secretary-General and 
the recommendations of the Advisory Committee on the 
African Institute for Economic Development and Planning, 
and requests the Secretary-General to report to the General 
Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the situation of 
the Institute, in the light of Economic and Social Council 
resolution 1990172 of 27 July 1990; 

XVIII 

SECTION 24. ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION 
FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC 

I. Takes note of the proposed priorities among subpro
grammes, invites the Secretary-General to be guided by the 
work programme and the priorities recommended by the 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
in implementing the programme budget, and stresses the 
importance of submitting new proposals in the context of 
the revisions to the medium-term plan for the period 1992-
1997; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to assess the capac
ity of the Commission to fulfil its role for the strengthening 
of multilateral regional and subregional cooperation, hav
ing regard to the resources available in the Commission, 
and to propose measures for the strengthening of the Com
mission in the context of the revised estimates of the pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1992-1993, taking into 
account the work programme of the Commission; 

XIX 

SECTION 28. HUMAN RIGHTS 

I. Accepts the recommendations of the Advisory Com
mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions with re
gard to posts, and requests the Secretary-General to pro
vide complete information concerning management and 
workload analysis, as indicated by the Advisory Commit
tee, to enable the Committee to make appropriate recom
mendations to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth ses
sion in the context of the proposed programme budget for 
the biennium 1994-199 5 on the establishment of the tem
porary posts on a permanent basis, on the understanding 
that the arrangements on temporary posts will be included 
in a long-term solution for the resources of the Centre for 
Human Rights; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General, with regard to the 
recommendation of the Advisory Committee on the level 
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of general temporary assistance for section 28, to ensure 
that adequate resources are available during the biennium 
1992-1993; 

XX 

SECTION 29A. OFFICE OF THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH 
COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES 

Endorses the recommendation of the Advisory Commit
tee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions regarding 
the financing of additional posts from the regular budget, 
requests the Secretary-General to review with the Office of 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees the 
current arrangements for the financing of administrative 
and other posts at the Office, taking into account the finan
cial situation of the Office and the United Nations and all 
relevant intergovernmental decisions, and to make propo
sals, as appropriate, in the context of the proposed pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1994-1995; 

XXI 

SECTION 29B. UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS 
AGENCY FOR PALESTINE REFUGEES IN THE NEAR 
EAST 

I. Takes note of the proposals of the Secretary-Gen
eral, and requests him to review the resource requirements 
of the United Nations Relief and W orlcs Agency for Pales
tine Refugees in the Near East under the regular budget, 
taking into account General Assembly resolution 3331 B 
(XXIX) of 17 December 1974, subsequent practices and 
the reasons which led him to put forward the proposals 
contained in paragraph 29B.8 of the proposed programme 
budget for the biennium 1992-1993;25 

2. Also requests the Secretary-General to make recom
mendations in this regard, through the Advisory Commit
tee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, to the 
General Assembly at its forty-eighth session; 

XXII 

SECTION 3 I. PUBLIC INFORMATION 

1. Notes that the Trust Fund for Information Support 
for African Economic Recovery and Development should 
have been mentioned in section llA, stresses the impor
tance of the Fund for the implementation of the activities 
mandated under programme 45 of the medium-term plan 
for the period 1992-1997,27 and invites the Secretary
General to mobilize resources for the Fund and requests 
him to report in the most appropriate form to the General 
Assembly at its forty-seventh session; 

2. Stresses the importance of ensuring cultural diver
sity and equality of languages in the activities of the De
partment of Public Information, particularly with regard to 
audiovisual materials and radio programmes; 

XXIII 

SECTION 32. CONFERENCE SERVICES 

Requests the Secretary-General to keep under review 
workload standards in the Department of Conference Serv
ices, taking into account technological innovations and the 
need for further progress in productivity, and to report 
thereon in the context of the proposed programme budget 
for the biennium 1994-1995. 
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46/186. Programme budget for the biennium 1992-1993 

A 

BUDGET APPROPRlATIONS FOR THE BIENNIUM 1992-1993 

The General Assembly 
Resolves that for the biennium 1992-1993: 
I. Appropriations totalling 2,389,234,900 United States dollars are hereby ap

proved for the following purposes: 

Section (US dollars) 

PART I. Overall policy-making, direction and coordination 
1. Overall policy-making, direction and coordination .......... . 

TOTAL, PART I 
PART II. Political affairs 

2. Good offices and peace-making; peace-keeping; research and the 
collection of information .............................. . 

3. Political and Security Council affairs ..................... . 
4. Political and General Assembly affairs and Secretariat services . 
5. Disarmament ......................................... . 
6. Special political questions; regional cooperation; trusteeship and 

decolonization ...................................... . 
7. Elimination of apartheid ................................ . 

TOTAL, PART II 

35 545 500 
35 545 500 

97 580 600 
15 822 800 
12486300 
13 264 400 

9 499 100 
8 300 300 

156 953 500 
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Section 

PART III. International justice and law 
8. International Court of Justice ............................ . 
9. Legal activities ........................................ . 

10. Law of the sea and ocean affairs ......................... . 
TOTAL, PART III 

PART IV. International cooperation for development 
II. Development and international economic cooperation ........ . 
12. Regular programme of technical cooperation ............... . 
13. Department oflnternational Economic and Social Affairs .... . 
14. Department of Technical Cooperation for Development ...... . 
15. United Nations Conference on Trade and Development ...... . 
16. International Trade Centre .............................. . 
17. United Nations Environment Programme .................. . 
18. Centre for Science and Technology for Development ........ . 
19. United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) ...... . 
20. United Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations ........ . 
21. Social development and humanitarian affairs ............... . 
22. International drug control ............................... . 

TOTAL, PART IV 
PART V. Regional cooperation for development 

23. Economic Commission for Africa ........................ . 
24. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific ... . 
25. Economic Commission for Europe ....................... . 
26. Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean .. 
27. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia ......... . 

TOTAL, PART V 
PART VI. Human rights and humanitarian ajfilirs 

28. Human rights ......................................... . 
29. Protection of and assistance to refugees ................... . 
30. Disaster relief operations ............................... . 

TOTAL, PART VI 
PART VII. Public information 

31. Public information ..................................... . 
TOTAL, PART VII 

PART VIII. Common support services 
32. Conference services .................................... . 
33. Administration and management ......................... . 

TOTAL, PART VIII 
PART IX. Special expenses 

34. Special expenses ...................................... . 
TOTAL, PART IX 

PART X. Capital expenditures 
35. Construction, alteration, improvement and major maintenance .. 

TOTAL, PART X 
PART XI. Staff assessment 

36. Staff assessment ....................................... . 
TOTAL, PART XI 

(US dollars) 

17606500 
21 821 800 
9 088 300 

48516600 

19 047 000 
42 285 900 
54 828 100 
27 482 700 
90 477 100 
17 916 200 
12 927 400 
4 851 000 

11 500 500 
12 839 500 
13 898 800 
13 651 400 

321 705 600 

74 959 300 
51 887 500 
41 242 900 
67 753 700 
50 660 600 

286 504 000 

23 391 200 
60 823 000 

7 824 600 
92 038 800 

100 977 000 
100 977 000 

422 414 600 
421 935 400 
844 350 000 

45 035 000 
45 035 000 

96 815 600 
96 815 600 

374 137 200 
374 137 200 

Reduction from underutilized balances 

GRAND TOTAL 2 402 578 800 

13 343 900 
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2. The Secretary-General shall be authorized to transfer credits between sections 
of the budget with the concurrence of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions; 

3. The total net provision made under the various sections of the budget for con
tractual printing shall be administered as a unit under the direction of the United Nations 
Publications Board; 

4. The appropriations for the regular programme of technical cooperation under 
part IV, section 12, shall be administered in accordance with the Financial Regulations 
of the United Nations, except that the definition of obligations and the period of validity 
of obligations shall be subject to the following procedures: 

(a) Obligations for personal services established in the current biennium shall be 
valid for the succeeding biennium, provided that appointments of the experts concerned 
are effected by the end of the current biennium, and that the total period to be covered 
by obligations established for these purposes against the resources of the current biennium 
do not exceed twenty-four months; 

(b) Obligations established in the current biennium for fellowships shall remain 
valid until liquidated, provided that the fellow has been nominated by the requesting Gov
ernment and accepted by the Organization, and that a formal letter of award has been 
issued to the requesting Government; 

(c) Obligations in respect of contracts or purchase orders for supplies or equipment 
recorded in the current biennium shall remain valid until payment is effected to the con
tractor or vendor, unless they are cancelled; 

5. In addition to the appropriations approved under paragraph I above, an amount 
of 51,000 dollars is appropriated for each year of the biennium 1992-1993 from accumu
lated income of the Library Endowment Fund for the purchase of books, periodicals, maps 
and library equipment and for such other expenses of the Library at the Pal a is des Nations 
as are in accordance with the objects and provisions of the endowment. 

B 
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INCOME ESTIMATES FOR THE BIENNIUM 1992-1993 

The General Assembfy 
Resolves that for the biennium 1992-1993: 
l. Estimates of income other than assessments on Member States totalling 

449,213,300 United States dollars are approved as follows: 

Income section (US dollars) 

I. Income from staff assessment . . . . . . 379 926 000 
TOTAL, INCOME SECTION I 379 926 000 

2. General income ................. . 

3. Services to the public ............ . 
TOTAL, INCOME SECTIONS 2 and 3 

GRAND TOTAL 

62 444 800 

6 842 500 
69 287 300 

1i2.1J_D_QQ 

2. The income from staff assessment shall be credited to the Tax Equalization Fund 
in accordance with the provisions of General Assembly resolution 973 (X) of 15 Decem
ber 1955; 

3. Direct expenses of the United Nations Postal Administration, services to visitors, 
catering and related services, garage operations, television services and the sale of pub
lications, not provided for under the budget appropriations, shall be charged against the 
income derived from those activities. 

79th plenary meeting 
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c 
FINANCING OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE YEAR 1992 

The General Assembly 
Resolves that for the year 1992: 
1. Budget appropriations in a total amount of I ,228,519,850 United States dollars, 

consisting of 1,194,617,450 dollars, being half of the appropriations approved for the 
biennium 1992-1993 by the General Assembly under paragraph I of resolution A above, 
plus 33,902,400 dollars, being the increase in revised appropriations for the biennium 
1990-1991 approved by the Assembly in its resolution 46/184 A of 20 December 1991, 
shall be financed in accordance with regulations 5.1 and 5.2 of the Financial Regulations 
of the United Nations as follows: 

(a) 34,643,650 dollars, being half of the estimated income other than staff assess
ment approved for the biennium 1992-1993 under resolution B above, decreased by 
83 8,700 dollars, being the decrease in estimated income other than staff assessment 
for the biennium 1990-1991 approved by the Assembly in its resolution 46/184 B of 
20 December 1991; 

(b) 1,194,714,900 dollars, being the assessment on Member States in accordance 
with Assembly resolution 46/221 A of 20 December 1991 on the scale of assessments for 
the years 1992, 1993 and 1994; 

2. There shall be set off against the assessments on Member States, in accordance 
with the provisions of General Assembly resolution 973 (X) of 15 December 1955, their 
respective share in the Tax Equalization Fund in the total amount of209,704,100 dollars, 
consisting of: 

(a) 189,963,000 dollars, being half of the estimated staff assessment income ap
proved for the biennium 1992-1993 under resolution B above; 

(b) Plus 19,741,100 dollars, being the increase in the revised income from staff 
assessment for the biennium 1990-1991 approved by the Assembly in its resolution 
46/184 B. 
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46/187. Unforeseen and extraordinary expenses for 
the biennium 1992-1993 

(iii) The holding of sessions of the Court away from 
The Hague (Statute, Article 22), not exceeding a 
total of I 00,000 dollars; 

The General Assembly 

1. Authorizes the Secretary-General, with the prior 
concurrence of the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions and subject to the Financial 
Regulations of the United Nations and the provisions of 
paragraph 3 below, to enter into commitments in the bien
nium 1992-1993 to meet unforeseen and extraordinary ex
penses arising either during or subsequent to that bien
nium, provided that the concurrence of the Advisory 
Committee shall not be necessary for: 

(a) Such commitments, not exceeding a total of 3 mil
lion United States dollars in any one year of the biennium 
1992-1993, as the Secretary-General certifies relate to the 
maintenance of peace and security; 

(b) Such commitments as the President of the Interna
tional Court of Justice certifies relate to expenses occa
sioned by: 

(i) The designation of ad hoc judges (Statute of the 
Court, Article 31 ), not exceeding a total of 
250,000 dollars; 

(ii) The appointment of assessors (Statute, Article 
30), or the calling of witnesses and the appoint
ment of experts (Statute, Article 50), not ex
ceeding a total of 75,000 dollars; 

(c) Such commitments, in an amount not exceed
ing 500,000 dollars, in the biennium 1992-1993, as the 
Secretary-General certifies are required for interor
ganizational security measures pursuant to section IV of 
General Assembly resolution 36/235 of 18 December 
1981; 

2. Resolves that the Secretary-General shall report to 
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions and to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh 
and forty-eighth sessions all commitments made under the 
provisions of the present resolution, together with the cir
cumstances relating thereto, and shall submit supplemen
tary estimates to the Assembly in respect of such commit
ments; 

3. Decides that, for the biennium 1992-1993, if a 
decision of the Security Council results in the need for 
the Secretary-General to enter into commitments relating 
to the maintenance of peace and security in an amount 
exceeding 10 million dollars in respect of that decision, 
the matter shall be brought to the General Assembly or, 
if the Assembly is suspended or not in session, a resumed 
or special session of the Assembly shall be convened by 
the Secretary-General to consider the matter. 

79th plenary meeting 
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46/188. Working Capital Fund for the biennium 1992-
1993 

The General Assembly 
Resolves that: 
1. The Working Capital Fund shall be established for 

the biennium 1992-1993 in the amount of I 00 million 
United States dollars; 

2. Member States shall make advances to the Working 
Capital Fund in accordmtce with the scale adopted by the 
General Assembly for contributions of Member States to 
the budget for the year 1992; 

3. There shall be set off against this allocation of ad
vances: 

(a) Credits to Member States resulting from transfers 
made in 1959 and 1960 from surplus account to the Work
ing Capital Fund in an adjusted amount of 1,025,092 dol
lars; 

(b) Cash advances paid by Member States to the Work
ing Capital Fund for the biennium 1990-1991 under Gen
eral Assembly resolution 44/204 of 21 December 1989; 

4. Should the credits and advances paid by any Mem
ber State to the Working Capital Fund for the biennium 
1990-1991 exceed the amount of that Member State's ad
vance under the provisions of paragraph 2 above, the ex
cess shall be set off against the amount of the contributions 
payable by the Member State in respect of the biennium 
1992-1993; 

5. The Secretary-General is authorized to advance 
from the Working Capital Fund: 

(a) Such sums as may be necessary to finance budget
ary appropriations pending the receipt of contributions; 
sums so advanced shall be reimbursed a.<; soon as receipts 
from contributions are available for the purpose; 

(b) Such sums as may be necessary to finance commit
ments which may be duly authorized under the provisions 
of the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly, in 
particular resolution 46/187 of20 December 1991 relating 
to unforeseen and extraordinary expenses; the Secretary
General shall make provision in the budget estimates for 
reimbursing the Working Capital Fund; 

(c) Such sums as may be necessary to continue the 
revolving fund to finance miscellaneous self-liquidating 
purchases and activities, which, together with net sums 
outstanding for the same purpose, do not exceed 200,000 
dollars; advances in excess of the total of 200,000 dollars 
may be made with the prior concurrence of the Advi
sory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Ques
tions; 

(d) With the prior concurrence of the Advisory Com
mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, such 
sums as may be required to finance payments of advance 
insurance premiums where the period of insurance extends 
beyond the end of the biennium in which payment is 
made; the Secretary-General shall make provision in the 
budget estimates of each biennium, during the life of the 
related policies, to cover the charges applicable to each 
biennium; 

(e) Such sums as may be necessary to enable the Tax 
Equalization Fund to meet current commitments pending 
the accumulation of credits; such advances shall be repaid 
as soon as credits are available in the Tax Equalization 
Fund; 

-------------------
6. Should the provision in paragraph I above prove in

adequate to meet the purposes normally related to the 
Working Capital Fund, the Secretary-General is authorized 
to utilize, in the biennium 1992-1993, cash from special 
funds and accounts in his custody, under the conditions ap
proved by the General Assembly in its resolution 1341 
(XIII) of 13 December 1958, or the proceeds of loans 
authorized by the Assembly. 
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46/189. Programme planning 

The General Assemb~v. 
Recalling its resolutions 37/234 of21 December 1982, 

411213 of 19 December 1986, 42/211 of 21 December 
1987, 43/219 of21 December 1988,44/194 and 44/200 B 
of 21 December 1989 and 45/253 of 21 December 1990, 
and taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution 
1991/67 of26 July 1991. 

Having considered the oral report of the Chairman of the 
Fifth Committee42 on the review by the Second Commit
tee4l of reformulated programme 21 44 of the medium-term 
plan for the period 1992-1997 ,4s 

Having considered also the report of the Committee for 
Programme and Coordination on the work of its thirty·· first 
session24 and the relevant parts of the report of the Eco
nomic and Social Council for 1991 ,46 

Having considered fort her the relevant parts of the first 
report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions on the proposed programme budget 
for the biennium 1992-1993,"6 

Having considered the reports of the Secretary-General 
on the methodology for monitoring and reporting the pro
gramme performance of the United Nations47 and on the 
review of the procedures for the provision of statement'> of 
programme budget implications and for the use and opera
tion of the contingency fund,48 

Tal.ing into account the comments and observations 
made in the Fifth Committee concerning programme plan
ning,49 

MEDIUM-TERM PLAN FOR THE PERIOD 1992-1997 

Approves programme 21 (Public administration and fi
nance), as reformulated by the Secretary-Genera\,44 of the 
medium-term plan for the period 1992-l997;4s 

II 

CONSULTATIONS WITH INTERGOVERNMENTAL BODIES 
DURING THE PLANNING, PROGRAMMING AND BUDGETING 
PROCESS 

I. Notes with concern that, for most sections of the 
proposed programme budget for the biennium 1992-199 3, 
programmes of work had not been reviewed by intergov
ernrnental bodies; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to institutionalize 
the consultative process with Member States on the medium
term plan, or its revisions, and the programmes of work to 
be included in the proposed programme budgets and to use, 
when necessary, ad hoc mechanisms to ensure that relevant 
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intergovernmental bodies undertake their review in a 
timely manner; 

3. Invites the functional, sectoral, regional and central 
reviewing bodies to improve the quality of their review of 
the relevant planning and programme documents submit
ted to them; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the 
quality of the proposals submitted to the bodies men
tioned m paragraph 3 of the present section as well as their 
timeliness and the procedure for their submission are im
proved so a<> to facilitate the review mentioned also in para
graph 3; 

III 

PRIORITIES 

I. Stre_sses the importance of priority-setting as an in
tegral part of the planning, programming and budgeting 
process; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to make every effort 
with a view to ensuring that all relevant entities and bodies 
set and apply priorities in accordance with the Regulations 
and Rules Governing Programme Planning, the Pro
gramme Aspects of the Budget, the Monitoring of Imple
mentation and the Methods of Evaluation; 

3. Also requests the Secretary-General to keep under 
review the regulations and rules on priorities, in particular 
those at the level of activities and outputs, during the im
plementation of the programme budget for the biennium 
1992-1993 and the use of the contingency fund of the pro
gramme budget; 

IV 

STATEMENTS OF PROGRAMME BUDGET 
IMPLICATIONS 

1. Reiterates the need to implement fully the relevant 
provisions of General Assembly resolution 44/200 B; 

2. Invites the Secretary-General to take appropriate 
measures to enhance general awareness of the budgetary 
process in the Organization and, in this connection, to in
form special conferences convened under United Nations 
auspices of the budgetary implications of their draft reso
lutions, recommendations and decisions; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to improve the pro
grammatic content of the statements of programme budget 
implications and to propose in such statements or in 
revised estimates alternative solutions for carrying out 
new activities, as required by resolutions 41/213 and 
42/211; 

4. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly, at its forty-eighth session, through the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions and the Committee for Programme and Coordi
nation, at its thirty-third session, a report on the review of 
the procedures for the provision of statements of pro
gramme budget implications and for the use and operation 
of the contingency fund, taking into account in particular 
the requests made in paragraph 3 of the present section: 

v 
PROGRAMME PERFORMANCE MONITORING 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on 

the methodology for monitoring and reporting the pro
gramme perform~mce of the United Nations;47 

2. Endorses the conclusions and recommendations of 
the Committee for Progran1me and Coordination24 and of 
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
QuestionsH on the report mentioned in paragraph I of the 
present section; 

VI 

COORDINATION 

I. Expresses its appreciation to the Administrative 
Committee on Coordination for the improvement it made 
tu its annual overview report for 1990,50 in particular 
through the new report on programmes and resources of 
the United Nations system; 

2. Reaffirms the importance of coordination in the 
United Nations system and the central role of the Admin
istrative Committee on Coordination, under the leadership 
of the Secretary-General, in ensuring greater complemen
tarity and compatibility of the activities and programmes 
of the United Nations system; 

3. Endorses the conclusions and recommendations of 
the Committee for Programme and Coordination contained 
in the report on the work of its thirty-first session,24 on the 
annual overview report of the Administrative Committee 
on Coordination for 1990; 

4. Requests the Administrative Committee on Coordi
nation to pursue its efforts to improve its annual repom, 
taking into account the conclusions and recommendations 
of the Committee for Programme and Coordination at 1ts 
thirty-first session; 

vrr 
PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE COMMI"ITEE FOR 

PROGRAMME AND COORDINATION 

Requests the Committee for Programme and Coordi
nation to review its programme of work in the light of 
Economic and Social Council resolution 1991/67 and to 
make suggestions on the timing and duration of its ses·· 
sions; 

VIII 

OTHER CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Approves those conclusions and recommendations of the 
Committee for Programme and Coordination at its thirty
fiJst session which have not otherwise been approved by 
the General Assembly at its forty-sixth session. 
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46/190. Pattern of conferences 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Committee on Con
ferences, 51 

Recalling its relevant resolutions, including resolutions 
43/222 B of21 December 1988,44/196 A of21 December 
1989 and 45/238 A of21 December 1990. 

Tal.:1ng note of the comments made by Member States in 
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the Fifth Committee during the forty-sixth session of the 
General Assembly,52 

Noting the role of the Committee on Conferences with 
regard to inter-sessional departures from the approved cal
endar of conferences and meetings, 

Noting also that the objective in continuing the 
study and analysis of utilization rates is to bring about a 
more effective disposition of conference-servicing re
sources, 

Recognizing that improvements in the utilization of con
terence-servicing resources have been recorded and that 
further improvements could be achieved, including in the 
precision of planning the use of conference-servicing re
sources, 

Recalling paragraph 23 of the first report of the General 
Committee, as approved by the General Assembly,53 which 
requires that Main Committees review the number of spe
cial conferences of the United Nations already proposed 
and scheduled in their respective fields of activity prior to 
deciding upon the scheduling of new and additional con
ferences and that there should be an overall limit of five 
special conferences in a given year, 

Keeping in mind its resolutions 33/56 of 14 December 
1978, 36/117 B of 10 December 1981 and 45/238 B of 
21 December 1990, which request the Secretary-General 
to take appropriate measures to ensure that pre-session 
documents for meetings are distributed no less than six 
weeks before the meetings, simultaneously in all official 
languages of the organs of the United Nations, and to 
circulate eight weeks before the opening of a session of 
an intergovernmental body, with the annotated agenda of 
the session, a report on the state of preparation at that time 
of all the documents in all languages required for the ses
sion, 

Recalling the proposal of the Secretary-General at the 
forty-fourth session of the General Assembly to undertake 
a fresh outside look at the Department of Con terence Serv
ices of the Secretariat during the biennium 1990-1991, as 
well as the relevant decisions of the Assembly in this re
gard, 

Noting with concern that the rule concerning the issu
ance of documents in all official languages six weeks be
fore the meetings has not been observed in many organs of 
the United Nations, 

I. Approves the draft calendar of conferences and 
meetings of the United Nations for the biennium 1992-
1993 as submitted by the Committee on Conferences;54 

2. Authorizes the Committee on Conferences to make 
adjustments in the calendar of conferences and meetings 
for 1992 that may become necessary as a result of action 
and decisions taken by the General Assembly at its forty
sixth session; 

3. Calls upon the Committee on Conferences and the 
Secretariat to analyse alternative scheduling arrangements 
for the substantive session of the Economic and Social 
Council and the ramifications of possible adjustments to 
the dates as currently scheduled for 1993, bearing in mind 
the provision of General Assembly resolution 45/264 of 13 
May 1991 which stipulates that the substantive session 
should take place between May and July; 

4. Takes note of the guidelines adopted by the Com
mittee on Conferences with regard to inter-sessional depar-

tures from the approved calendar of conferences and meet
ings;ss 

5. Invites the Economic and Social Council to consider 
formalizing its procedures with regard to inter-sessional 
departures from the approved calendar of conferences and 
meetings, by granting authority to the Committee on Con
ferences to act on its behalf when it is not in session and 
consulting the Committee whenever it is seized with such 
requests; 

6. RequesL~ the Economic and Social Council to con
sider proposals on the biennialization of meetings or 
agenda items of its subsidiary bodies where appropriate, 
taking fully into account the ongoing restructuring and re
vitalization process envisaged in General Assembly reso
lution 45/264 and the views expressed by the subsidiary 
bodies; 

7. Recalls that no subsidiary organ of the General As
sembly may meet at Headquarters during a regular session 
of the Assembly unless explicitly authorized by the Assem
bly, and requests subsidiary organs to re-evaluate their 
reporting cycles with a view to completing annual work 
programmes, where possible, prior to the start of regular 
sessions of the Assembly; 

8. Requests the Committee on Conferences to examine, 
in the light of the approved calendars of conferences and 
meetings, particularly that for the biennium 1992-1993, 
trends in meeting and documentation requirements, as well 
as the related workload of the Secretariat, on the basis of 
the relevant statistics and projections covering the period 
from 1984 to 1993 to be submitted by the Secretary
General, and to report its findings to the General Assembly 
at its forty-seventh session; 

9. Requests the Chairman of the Committee on Confer· 
ences and the Secretary-General to maintain their contacts 
with United Nations organs, bringing to their attention 
ways to ensure the most efficient and effective use of con
ference services allocated to those organs, including, inter 
alia, the convening of meetings in a timely manner, ration
alizing, to the extent possible, their meeting requirements, 
as well as monitoring the timely issuance and availability 
of documentation; 

I 0. J<equesLs the Committee on Conferences to con
sider, within its mandate, measures to improve the overall 
efficiency and effectiveness of the use of conference
servicing resources; 

II. Requests all subsidiary bodies of the General 
Assembly and of the Economic and Social Council to 
undertake informal consultations on a regular basis for the 
purpose of improving the utilization of their conference
servicing resources; 

12. Requests the Chairmen of the subsidiary bodies 
mentioned in paragraph II above to report the results of 
the consultations to the Chairman of the Committee on 
Conferences, and the Secretary-General to submit a com
prehensive analysis of replies received to the Committee 
on Conferences; 

13. Requests the Committee on Conferences, in con
sultation with the organs concerned, to examine the cases 
where the utilization factor is lower than the established 
benchmark figure for at least three sessions, with a view 
to reporting on problems and factors that have given rise 
to such a situation, and to make appropriate recommen
dations in order to achieve the optimum utilization of 
conference-servicing resources; 
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14. Invites the Trusteeship Council to review its meet
ing requirements; 

15. Welcomes the decision of the Committee on Con
ferences to incorporate an availability index on pre-session 
documentation into the experimental methodology on the 
utilization of conference-servicing resources, and requests 
the Committee on Conferences, in continuing its analysis 
of the experimental methodology, to consider additional 
elements proposed in the Fifth Committee, including a re
view of the benchmark figure up to 85 per cent and the 
separate presentation of data on time lost due to the late 
starting and the early ending of meetings; 

16. Requests the Secretariat, in order to promote in
creased utilization of conference resources available, to 
schedule meetings consecutively within one three-hour 
meeting period, as appropriate; 

17. Invites the Committee on Conferences, in close 
consultation with the Secretariat and taking into account 
views expressed in the Fifth Committee, to strengthen its 
efforts in the coordinated planning of conference-servicing 
resources, including an examination of the current situ
ation, and to report thereon to the General Assembly at its 
forty-seventh session; 

18. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session and as ap
propriate at subsequent sessions, through the Committee 
on Conferences and the Advisory Committee on Adminis
trative and Budgetary Questions, a consolidated statement 
relating to the number and costs of scheduled special con
ferences, bearing in mind the annual limit of five as set out 
in Assembly resolution 40/243 of 18 December 1985 and 
endorsed in Assembly resolution 41/213 of 19 December 
1986; 

19. Request~ the Committee on Conferences to con
tinue to monitor the meetings services provided to organs 
and programmes not funded from the regular budget and 
to consider the impact of their scheduling on the calendar 
of conferences and meetings; 

20. Invites the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Development Programme and the Executive Board 
of the United Nations Children's Fund to review their 
meeting and documentation requirements, in the light of 
their significant financial implications, and to report 
thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh ses
sion, through the Committee on Conferences; 

21. Requests the Secretary-General, in the context of 
the systematic and progressive replacement and upgrading 
of the equipment in the conference rooms, to make propos
als to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session, 
taking advantage of the experience gained by other organi
zations of the United Nations system, on the usefulness and 
feasibility of installing an appropriate signalling system to 
enable systematically each speaker, as well as the Chair
man and participants, whenever a speech time-limit is es
tablished in accordance with rule 72 of the rules of proce
dure of the General Assembly, to monitor the time left 
before actually breaking the time-limit; 

22. Notes that investments in new technologies are 
essential for optimum use of all resources, and in view 
of the heavy capital outlay and recurrent costs, requests the 
Secretary-General to continue to take appropriate measures 
to maximize the compatibility and cost-effectiveness of the 
new technologies to be introduced throughout the United 
Nations system; 

23. Urges that the applications of new technologies 
should, to the extent possible, be introduced evenly 
throughout all United Nations conference centres; 

24. Urges the Secretary-General to take necessary 
measures to ensure that pre-session documents for meet
ings are distributed no less than six weeks before the meet
ings, unless there is a specific decision to the contrary, 
simultaneously in all official languages of the organs of the 
United Nations, and to circulate eight weeks before the 
opening of a session of an intergovernmental body, with 
the annotated agenda of the session, a report on the exact 
state of preparation at that time of all the documents in all 
languages required for the session; 

25. Requests the Secretary-General and the executive 
heads of United Nations programmes and funds and the 
secretariats of United Nations organs to ensure that each 
official document carries on its front page and in an appro
priate manner the dates concerning the following stages of 
the documentation process: issuance by the substantive 
Department; completion of the translation into the specific 
language; printing; issuance; 

26. Reque.sts the Secretary-General, with the assistance 
of a task force composed of appropriate Secretariat units 
and with supplementary assistance of experts from outside 
the United Nations, as appropriate, to be coordinated by 
the Management Advisory Service and financed through 
existing resources of the Department of Conference Serv
ices, to review the organizational structure, technological 
innovations and working methods of the Department, tak
ing into account previous studies, with a view to enhancing 
efficiency and effectiveness, and to report his recommen
dations to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh ses
sion, through the Committee on Conferences and the Ad
visory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions; 

27. Takes note of the comprehensive programme of work 
and biennialization of work programme adopted by the 
Committee on Conferences, taking into account its re
sponsibilities as established by the General Assembly; 

28. Calls upon the Committee on Conferences to con
tinue to explore ways and means for a more effective im
plementation of its terms of reference and the relevant rec
ommendations contained in the report of the Group of 
High-level Intergovernmental Experts to Review the Effi
ciency of the Administrative and Financial Functioning of 
the United Nations 56 as approved by the General Assembly 
in its resolution 41/213; 

29. Decides to consider at its forty-seventh session the 
desirability and possibility ofbiennializing this item of the 
agenda in the context of the ongoing efforts to improve the 
work of the Fifth Committee by, inter alia, biennializing 
items of its agenda. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/191. United Nations common system: report of the 
International Civil Service Commission 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the seventeenth annual report of the 

International Civil Service Commission57 and other related 
reports, 58 
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ROLE AND FUNCTIONING OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 

Recalling its resolution 3357 (XXIX) of 18 December 
1974, by which it established the International Civil Serv
ice Commission, 

Recalling also its resolutions 42/221 of 21 December 
1987,43/226 of21 December 1988 and 44/198 of21 De
cember 1989, in which, inter alia, it requested a review of 
the functioning of the Commission, 

I. Reaffirms the central role of the General Assembly 
with regard to the elaboration of the conditions of service 
for the United Nations common system as a whole and that 
of the International Civil Service Commission as the inde
pendent technical body responsible to the Assembly for the 
regulation and coordination of those conditions of service 
of the common system; 

2. Reaffirms also that in the exercise of its functions, 
the Commission shall be guided by the principles set out 
in the agreements between the United Nations and the 
other organizations of the common system and in the stat
ute of the Commission as accepted by those organizations, 
which aim at the development of a single unified interna
tional civil service through the application of common per
sonnel standards, methods and arrangements; 

3. Takes note of the report by the Administrative Com
mittee on Coordination on the review of the functioning of 
the Commission59 and of the views expressed by the Com
mission on this question, as contained in volume II of its 
report; 57 

4. Affirms the validity of the statute of the Commis
sion; 

5. Takes note with appreciation of the improvements 
that have taken place in the functioning of the Commis
sion, and encourages the Commission to pursue further im
provements in its functioning, with a view to enhancing its 
responsiveness within the common system to the concerns 
and needs of the different organizations; 

6. Reaffirms the right of the Commission under its 
statute to hold executive meetings, whilst acknowledging 
the importance of maintaining the fullest possible partici
pation of organizations and staff in the work of the Com
mission; 

7. Invites the Commission to continue to enhance its 
contacts with the governing bodies, executive heads and 
staff of organizations of the common system in order to 
strengthen the cohesiveness and unity of that system and, 
in this context, to emphasize its advantages; 

8. Endorses the efforts of the Commission to maintain 
the integrity and unity of the conditions of service of the 
staff of the common system in order to strengthen the ef
fectiveness of common system activities and to ensure eq
uity of treatment of all staff; 

9. Requests the governing bodies of the organizations 
of the common system to invite the Commission to be rep
resented at their respective meetings when matters con
cerning salaries, allowances, benefits and other conditions 
of employment are considered; 

I 0. Expresses its appreciation to the Commission for 
the improvements in the presentation of its annual reports 
and invites the Commission to continue its efforts to en-

hance the clarity and transparency of its reports and to ra
tionalize its work programme; 

II. Calls upon Member States to see to it that the goals 
and objectives of the common system embodied in the de
cisions and recommendations of the Commission, as 
agreed by the General Assembly, are fully reflected in 
decisions of the governing bodies of the organizations of 
the common system; 

II 

REGULATION AND COORDINATION OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS COMMON SYSTEM 

Recalling its resolution 45/268 of 28 June 1991, in 
which it emphasized the obligations of all organiza
tions of the United Nations common system to consult 
and cooperate fully with the International Civil Service 
Commission and the United Nations Joint Staff Pension 
Board on matters relating to conditions of service and pen
sions, 

Emphasizing the importance of, and benefits derived 
from, maintaining a coherent and unified common sys
tem, 

I. Recalls that executive heads of the organizations of 
the United Nations common system have a responsibility 
to ensure that they apply their organization's rules and 
regulations with due regard to their obligations under the 
common system; 

2. Deplores the decision of the International Telecom
munication Union to grant a special post allowance to 
headquarters staff at the Professional and higher levels, 
which is contrary to the norms of the common system, and 
requests the governing body of the Union to respect its ob
ligations under the common system; 

3. Endorses the view of the International Civil Service 
Commission that the action taken by the International 
Telecommunication Union in regard to special post allow
ances is incompatible with the concept of the common sys
tem; 

4. Regrets that the decision of the Governing Body of 
the International Labour Organisation to establish a volun
tary thrift benefit fund was taken without prior consultation 
with the Commission; 

5. Stresses that the actions of the International Tele
communication Union and the International Labour Organ
isation should in no way be invoked as precedents by other 
organizations of the common system or by the Interna
tional Telecommunication Union and the International 
Labour Organisation themselves; 

6. Notes the decision of the Coordination Committee 
of the World Intellectual Property Organization to estab
lish a working group on Professional remuneration and, in 
this regard, requests the Coordination Committee to in
volve fully the relevant common system bodies in the 
working group and to seek the views of these bodies, as 
appropriate, on any report or conclusions reached and to 
have the latter submitted concurrently with the report of 
the working group to the Governing Body of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization; 

7. Invites the executive heads of the organizations of 
the common system to consult the Commission and the 
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board before putting 
proposals relating to conditions of service of staff to their 
respective governing bodies, in order to avoid action in-
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consistent with the statute of the Commission and the regu
lations of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund as 
accepted by the organizations; 

8. Reiterates its appeal to the organizations of the 
United Nations common system to refrain from seeking to 
establish for their staff, whether by provisions in their 
staff regulations or by other means, additional entitle
ments and benefits, as such actions would be detrimental 
to the common system under which all staff should receive 
equal treatment, irrespective of their employing organiza
tions; 

9. Urges the governing bodies of the organizations of 
the common system to respect fully decisions taken by the 
General Assembly, on the recommendations of the Com
mission and the Pension Board, in respect of the conditions 
of service of the staff; 

10. Invites the Commission and the Pension Board 
to make appropriate recommendations for enhancing 
respect for and adherence to the common system of sala
ries, allowances and conditions of service by all governing 
bodies; 

III 

STAFF ASSESSMENT RATES FOR THE GENERAL SERVICE 
AND RELATED CATEGORIES 

I. Approves, for the General Service and related cate
gories of staff and with effect from I January 1992, the 
scale of staff assessment rates contained in annex I to vol
ume I of the report of the International Civil Service Com
mission57 and the modalities for its implementation as con
t.'lined in paragraph 88 of volume I of the report; 

2. Also approves, with effect from I January 1992, 
the amendments to the Staff Regulations of the United 
Nations, as set forth in annex I, paragraph 2, to the present 
resolution, to replace the present scale of staff assessment 
for the General Service and related categories; 

IV 

MARGIN CONSIDERATIONS 

Recalling that in section I, paragraph 2, of its resolu
tion 40/244 of 18 December 1985, it approved a range 
of 110 to 120, with a desirable mid-point of 115, for 
the margin between the net remuneration of officials in 
the Professional and higher categories of the United 
Nations in New York and that of officials in compara
ble positions in the United States federal civil service, 
on the understanding that the margin would be 
maintained around the desirable mid-point over a period 
of time, 

Recalling also that in section I.C, paragraph 5, of its 
resolution 441198, it requested the International Civil 
Service Commission to monitor the annual net remu
neration margin over the five-year period beginning in cal
endar year 1990 with a view to ensuring, to the extent pos
sible, that by the end of that period the average of the 
successive annual margins is around the desirable mid
point of 115, 

Recalling further that in section VII of its resolution 
45/241 of 21 December 1990, it requested the Commis
sion to continue to monitor the evolution of the margin 
and also the impact of the potential changes in the 
United States federal civil service pay levels, as a result 

of the implementation of the Federal Employees Pay 
Comparability Act of 1990, and to submit recommenda
tions to the General Assembly at its forty-sixth session, 
with a view to avoiding a prolonged freeze of post adjust
ment within the five-year period from the calendar year 
1990, 

Taking note of the recommendations of the Commission 
as contained in paragraph 116 of volume I of its report57 

and of the views expressed thereon by the Administrative 
Committee on Coordination and by Member States in the 
Fifth Committee, 

Taking note also of the information provided by the 
Commission in respect of the anticipated effects of the im
plementation of the Federal Employees Pay Comparability 
Act of 1990 on pay levels in the comparator civil service 
and hence on the margin, 

I. Decides, without prejudice to previous decisions on 
the averaging of the margin around the mid-point over a 
five-year period, that any post adjustment increase in New 
York which may become due until 1994 may be imple
mented to the extent that it is compatible with the upper 
limit of the margin; 

2. Requests the International Civil Service Commis
sion to continue to monitor further implementation of 
the comparator's Federal Employees Pay Comparabil
ity Act of 1990, including the impact of its locality 
pay provisions in 1994, and to report thereon to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-ninth session, in order to en
able the Assembly to address the issue of the average mar
gin over a five-year period around the desirable mid-point 
of 115; 

3. Endorses the procedure proposed for the manage
ment of the post adjustment system within the current mar
gin range as contained in paragraph 109 (b) of volume I of 
the report of the Commission; 57 

v 
THE BASE/FLOOR SCALE 

Recalling section I.E of its resolution 44/198, by which 
it introduced a mobility and hardship allowance, with 
effect from I July 1990, 

Recalling also section I.H of the same resolution, by 
which it approved the establishment of a floor net salary 
scale, with effect from the same date, by reference to the 
corresponding base net salary levels of officials in compa
rable positions serving at the base city of the comparator 
civil service, 

Recalling forther its request to the International Civil 
Service Commission to report to the General Assembly at 
its forty-seventh session on the operation of the mobility 
and hardship allowance and the assignment grant, and tak
ing into account the views expressed in the Fifth Commit
tee on this matter, in particular on the link between the 
floor net salary scale and the mobility and hardship allow
ance, 

I. Requests the International Civil Service Commis
sion to include in its report, to be submitted to the General 
Assembly at its forty-seventh session, a cost-benefit analy
sis of the operation of the mobility and hardship allowance, 
as well as an assessment of the personnel management 
benefits and details of savings achieved in other adminis
trative costs with the introduction of the current arrange
ments; 
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2. Approves, with effect from 1 March 1992, the re
vised scale of gross and net salaries for staff in the Profes
sional and higher categories contained in annex II to the 
present resolution and the consequential amendments to 
the Staff Regulations of the United Nations, as reflected in 
annex I, paragraph I, to the present resolution; 

VI 

COMPARATOR 

Reaffirming that the Noblemaire principle should con
tinue to serve as the basis of comparison between United 
Nations common system emoluments and those of the 
highest-paid civil service, 

Recalling that in section I.B of its resolution 44/198, the 
General Assembly requested the International Civil Serv
ice Commission to propose at its forty-sixth session a 
methodology for carrying out checks every five years to 
determine which is the highest-paid civil service, 

I. Endorses the conclusions of the International Civil 
Service Commission in respect of a methodology for 
conducting checks to determine the highest-paid civil 
service, as contained in annex V to volume I of its report, 57 

and requests that the development and application of 
this methodology be carried out as economically as pos
sible; 

2. Invites the Commission to analyse, in conjunction 
with the information requested in section IV, paragraph 2, 
of the present resolution, the potential consequences of the 
Federal Employees Pay Comparability Act of 1990 on the 
pay levels of the current comparator, the United States fed
eral civil service, providing in the analysis full details of 
all the special pay systems which have been introduced by 
the comparator civil service, and report thereon to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-ninth session; 

3. Requests the Commission to seek the views of the 
General Assembly on this matter after the completion of 
phase I of the methodology; 

VII 

CONDITIONS OF SERVICE OF ASSISTANT SECRETARIES
GENERAL AND UNDER-SECRETARIES-GENERAL 

Recalling section V of its resolution 45/241 by which it 
requested the International Civil Service Commission to 
reconsider, in a comprehensive manner, the remuneration 
of staff of the organizations of the United Nations common 
system at the Assistant Secretary-General, Under-Secre
tary-General and equivalent levels, 

Taking note of the recommendations of the Commission 
as contained in paragraph 173 of volume I of its report, 57 

Noting that proposals are being advanced for the restruc
turing of the Secretariat and that the Secretary-General in
tends to conduct a review of representation allowances, 
honorariums and related matters, 

Taking note of the views expressed by the Administra
tive Committee on Coordination, the Advisory Committee 
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions and Member 
States in the Fifth Committee on this question, 

Decides to defer until its forty-seventh session a deci
sion on the recommendations of the International Civil 
Service Commission regarding the conditions of service 
of staff of the organizations of the United Nations com-

mon system at the Assistant Secretary-General, Under
Secretary-General and equivalent levels; 

VIII 

PERSONNEL POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 

Recalling its request in section XII of its resolution 
45/241 that the International Civil Service Commission 
resume active consideration of the substantive areas cov
ered under articles 13 and 14 of the statute of the Commis
sion, 

Recalling also the views contained in its resolutions 
43/226 and 44/198 in the area of motivation and produc
tivity of staff, including recognition of outstanding per
formance, 

Stressing the importance of the Commission actively 
pursuing its mandate in respect of personnel policy and, in 
particular, of motivating the staff of the organizations of 
the United Nations common system, 

Invites the International Civil Service Commission to 
pursue, as a matter of priority, its review of merit sys
tems and performance appraisal in the common system as 
a vehicle for enhancing productivity and cost-effective
ness; 

WORK PROGRAMME 

l. Takes note of the revisions which it has been neces
sary for the International Civil Service Commission to 
make to its work progran1me in connection with reports 
requested by the General Assembly: 

(a) On the measurement of the housing element in the 
remuneration package; 

(b) In respect of the establishment of a pilot project to 
simulate the operation of the proposals of the Commission 
in a limited number of field duty stations where valid hous
ing comparisons were difficult or impossible; 

(c) In respect of a revised rental subsidy scheme; 
(d) Regarding the granting of expatriate entitlements 

to staff members living in their home countries while 
stationed at duty stations located in another country; 

(e) In respect of the methodology for the determination 
of dependency allowances; 

2. Requests the Commission to submit these reports at 
the earliest opportunity; 

3. Also requests the Commission to include in its work 
programme a review of the differences between United 
Nations and United States net remuneration at individual 
grade levels and to report to the General Assembly at the 
earliest opportunity; 

X 

GENERAL SERVICE SALARY SURVEY 
METHODOLOGY 

Recalling section XIII, paragraph 4, of its resolution 
45/241, in which it noted that the International Civil Serv
ice Commission would review in 1991 the methodology 
for the conduct of salary surveys of the General Service 
and related categories at headquarters duty stations, and re
quested the Commission to submit a report thereon to the 
General A">sembly at its forty-seventh session, 

Recalling also section XIV of the same resolution, in 



262 General Assembly-Forty-sixth Session 

which it requested the Commission to consider the relativi
ties between the terms and conditions of service of staff in 
the Professional and higher categories and those in other 
categories, as well as the broader question of the recruit
ment and retention of staff, 

Taking note also of the decision of the Commission to 
complete in 1992 its review of the methodology for con
ducting sutveys of best prevailing conditions of employ
ment for the General Setvice and related categories of staff 
at headquarters locations, 

Taking note of the results and related implications of the 
sutveys of best prevailing conditions of setvice at Geneva 
and Vienna for the General Setvice and related categories 
of staff, as carried out by the Commission under article 12 
of its statute, 

Requests the International Civil Setvice Commission 
speedily to conclude these reviews and to report there
on to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh session. 

ANNEX I 

Ameudments to the Starr Regulations or the Uulted Nations 

Regulation 3. 3 

I. Replace the second table in paragraph (/>) (i) by the following 
table: 

Staff assessment rates used i11 conjunction 
with gross base salaries 

Staff member 
~th a ,Jepet,,/em 

Totdl assessable paymt'IIIS spoust> or a 
(US dollars) deptonde111 clu/d 

First $15,000 per year ........... 13.0 

Next $ 5 000 per year ........... 31.0 

Next $ 5 000 per year ........... 34.0 
Next $ 5 000 per year ........... 37.0 

Next $ 5 000 per year ......... 39.0 

Next $10 000 per year 41.0 

Next $10 000 per year 43.0 

Next $10 000 per year .......... 45.0 

Next $15 000 per year .......... 46.0 

Next $20 000 per year .......... 47.0 

Remaining assessable payments .. 48.0 

Staff ml'mlwr 
wilh ,.either a 
depen~ln11 

!lpow.s:e new a 
drpoukm child 

17.3 

34.3 

38.5 

41.8 

43.8 

45.9 

48.1 

50.4 

51.0 

52.6 

57.0 

2. Replace the table in paragraph (b) (ii) by the following table: 

Total aue.s.sable paymi'.nts 
(US dollars) 

First $2 000 per year .......................... . 

Next $2 000 per year 

Next $2 000 per year 

Next $2 000 per year 

Next $4 000 per year 

Next $4 000 per year 

Next $4 000 per year 

Next $6 000 per year 

Next $6 000 per year 

Next $6 000 per year 

Next $8 000 per year 

Next $8 000 per year 

Next $8 000 per year 

Next $8 000 per year 

A.f.sf'.S.mtetl/ 

(pn-uttl••ge) 

15 

18 

20 

21 

22 
23 
24 

25 

25.5 

26 

26.5 
27 

27.5 

28 
Remaining assessable payments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 



ANNEX II 
SALARY SCALE FOR THE PROFESSIONAL AND HIGHER CATEGORIES 

showing annulll gross sllitUies and nn ~quilflll~nts after appliCIIIion of staff assessment* 

(US dollars) 

(Effective I March 1992) 

Steps 

~ l IT Ill IV v f7 V1l vrn IX X XI XH XHI XIV XV 

Under-Secretary-General 

USG Gross ........... 137 508 
Net D 81 304 
NetS 73 003 

Assistant-Secretary-General 

~ ASG Gross ........... 124 560 
Net D 74 571 
NetS 67 436 := 

~ 
Director ~ s: 
D-2 Gross ........... 101 163 103 504 105 844 108 183 110 523 112 863 ;-

Net D 62 405 63 622 64 839 66 055 67 272 68 489 ; 
NetS 57 375 58 382 59 388 60 394 61 400 62 406 

.. c. 
~ 

Principal Officer -= i D-1 Gross ........... 89 026 90 992 92 958 94 923 96 889 98 855 100 837 102 840 104 842 
~ 

Net D 55 984 57 026 58 068 59 109 60 151 61 193 62 235 63 277 64 318 • 
NetS 51 673 52 605 53 537 54 469 55 400 56 332 57 235 58 096 58 957 ;;r .. 

Senior Officer ~ 
P-5 Gross ........... 78 037 79 783 81 558 83 338 85 117 86 894 88 674 90 453 92 230 94 009 95 789 97 566 99 345 c 

::1 
Net D 50 140 51 083 52 026 52 969 53 912 54 854 55 797 56 740 57 682 58 625 59 568 60 510 61 453 ... 
NetS 46 433 47 289 48 133 48 977 49 820 50 663 51 506 52 350 53 192 54 035 54 879 55 721 56 565 ~ 

; 
First Officer .. 
P-4 Gross 63 635 65 313 67 0!5 68 717 70 420 72 122 73 824 75 528 77 230 78 931 80 645 82 383 84 117 85 851 87 587 ~ ......... = Net D 42 349 43 269 44 188 45 107 46 027 46 946 47 865 48 785 49 704 50 623 51 542 52 463 53 382 54 301 55 221 .. 

NetS 39 368 40 198 41 032 41 866 42 701 43 535 44 369 45 204 46 038 46 871 47 701 48 525 49 346 50 168 50 991 l"l 
c 

Second Officer e 
= =-

P-3 Gross .. 51 421 52 937 54 453 56 002 57 573 59 142 60 713 62 284 63 855 65 433 67 031 68 631 70 230 71 830 73 430 ;:; 
Net D 35 560 36 424 37 288 38 151 39 015 39 878 40 742 41 606 42 470 43 334 44 197 45 061 45 924 46 788 47 652 I~ NetS 33 227 34 014 34 801 35 582 36 361 37 139 37 919 38 698 39 477 40 257 41 040 41 824 42 608 43 392 44 176 

Associate Officer 

I 
P-2 Gross ........... 40 903 42 214 43 522 44 832 46 181 47 535 48 891 50 246 51 602 52 956 54 311 55 691 

Net D 29 483 30 256 31 028 31 801 32 573 33 345 34 118 34 890 35 663 36 435 37 207 37 980 
NetS 27 679 28 388 29 095 29 804 30 508 31 211 31 914 32 618 33 321 34 024 34 727 35 428 

Assistant Officer 

P-1 Gross ........... 30 638 31 856 33 072 34 290 35 524 36 781 38 041 39 298 40 556 41 815 
Net D 23 339 24 082 24 824 25 567 26 309 27 051 27 794 28 536 29 278 30 021 
NetS 22 034 22 718 23 401 24 086 24 768 25 449 26 130 26 810 27 491 28 172 

I D = Rate applicable to staff members with a dependent spouse or child. 
S = Rate applicable to staff members with no dependent spouse or child. 
*This scale represents the result of a consolidation of six multiplier points of post adjustment into net base salary. There will be no consequential adjustments in the post adjustment indices and multipliers I~ effective I March 1992. Thereafter changes in post adjustment classifications will be effected on the basis of the movements of the newly consolidated post adjustment index. 
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46/192. United Nations pension system 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolutions 45/242 of 21 December 1990 

and 45/268 of28 June 1991, 
Having considered the report of the United Nations Joint 

Staff Pension Board for 1991 to the General Assembly and 
to the member organizations of the United Nations Joint 
Staff Pension Fw1d,60 chapter III of volume I of the report 
of the International Civil Service Commission, 57 the report 
ofthe Secretary-General on the investments of the Fund,61 

and the related report of the Advisory Committee on Ad
ministrative and Budgetary Questions,62 

ACTUARIAL SITUATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS JOINT 
STAFF PENSION FuND 

Recalling section I of its resolution 44/199 of21 Decem
bee 1989, in which it approved measures to restore the ac
tuarial balance of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension 
Fund over the long term, 

I. Takes note with satisfaction of the significant reduc
tion in the actuarial imbalance from 3.71 to 0.57 per cent 
of pensionable remuneration, reflected in the valuation of 
the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund as at 31 De
cember 1990; 

2. Takes note of the decision of the United Nations 
Joint Staff Pension Board to retain the current 6.5 per cent 
interest rate for lump-sum commutations and of its inten
tion to review that rate in 1993, in the light of the results 
of the actuarial valuation of the Fund as at 31 December 
1992; 

3. Takes note also of the observations of the Board 
concerning the maximum number of years of creditable 
contributory service in the Fund, in paragraphs 40 to 53 of 
its report,60 and of its intention to review this matter again 
in 1993 in the light of the results of the actuarial valuation 
of the Fund as at 31 December 1992; 

II 

PENSIONABLE REMUNERATION AND PENSIONS OF STAFF 
IN THE GENERAL SERVICE AND RELATED CATEGORIES 

Recalling that the Standing Committee of the United 
Nations Joint Staff Pension Board, acting on behalf of the 
Board, informed the General Assembly at its forty-third 
session, in paragraph 7 5 of the report of the Board,6

' of its 
conclusion that a comprehensive review of the methodol
ogy for determining the pensionable remuneration and con
sequent pensions of staff in the General Service and related 
categories should be undertaken, 

Also recalling that in section III of its resolution 45/242, 
the General Assembly took note of the intention of the In
ternational Civil Service Commission to undertake in 
1991, in full cooperation with the Board, such a compre
hensive review and requested that recommendations 
thereon should be submitted to the General Assembly at its 
forty-sixth session, 

Noting that the Commission and the Board considered a 
number of methodological alternatives, but had not found 
it possible to submit specific recommendations to the Gen
eral Assembly at its current session, 

Taking note of the divergent views reflected in the re-

ports of the Commission57 and the Board,60 on whether the 
current methodology gives rise to incom.istencies .md 
problems and on the merit~ of the alternative methodolo
gies examined, 

Appreciating the complexities and the importance of tht~ 
issues involved for all parties concerned, that is, staff, ad
ministrations and Member States, 

Noting the positions in the Commission that the current 
arrangements have given rise to inconsistencies and 
anomalies and that therefore retention of the current meth
odology without change is not a viable option, 

l. Concurs with the conclusions of the International 
Civil Service Commission and the United Nations Joint 
Staff Pension Board that further studies are required of 
possible alternative methodologies in order to determine 
the most equitable solution for all parties concerned, in
cluding in particular studies of the feasibility of determin
ing pensionable remuneration and/or pensions by reference 
to the local practices of employers used in General Service 
salary surveys, of the use of the income replacement ap
proach followed in determining the pensionable remunera-
tion of staff in the Professional and higher categories, aM 
of the use of local taxes to derive the pensionable remu
neration from the net pensionable salaries; 

2. Endorses the phased approach to the comprehen
sive review and the timetable for its completion set out in 
paragraph 84 of volume I of the report of the Commis
sion;57 

3. Concurs with the observation of the Advisory Com
mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, in 
paragraph 14 of its report,62 that the recommendations of 
the Commission and the Board should aim to eliminate 
curTent anomalies in the system and that the further studies 
should be completed within the proposed time-frame; 

4. Requests the Commission and the Board in their 
further studies to take into account the views expressed 
in the Fifth Committee, including in particular those re
lated to the administrative and financial implications of de
termining pensions in accordance with local practices of 
employers used in the General Service salary surveys, and 
to the alternative of reflecting local conditions in the de
termination of the pensionable remuneration through the 
application of local tax rates to gross up net pensionable 
salaries; 

lii 

PENSIONABLE REMUNERATION AND I'ENSIONS OF 
UNGRADED OFFICIALS 

Recalling section II of its resolution 45/242, in which it 
expressed the belief that a common system approach 
should be used for the determination of the pensionable re
muneration and pensions of all participants in the United 
Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund, including ungraded of
ficials, 

Having considered the views of the International Civil 
Service Commission and the United Nations Joint Staff 
Pension Board on the methodology for detennining the 
pensionable remuneration of ungraded officials, including 
the executive heads of member organizations who are par
ticipants in the Fund, as set out in paragraphs 51 to 71 of 
volume I of the repori of the Commission,57 and paragraphs 
110 to 132 of the report ofthe Board,60 

I. Reiterates its concern at the divergent practices that 
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have emerged since 1984 in respect of the pensionable 
remuneration of ungraded officials and in particular of 
the executive heads of member organizations who are 
participants in the United Nations Joint Staff Pension 
Fund; 

2. Concurs with the observation of the Advisory Com
mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions con
tained in paragraph 26 of its report,62 that the methodology 
for determining the pensionable remuneration of ungraded 
officials should be considered with a view to eliminating 
the inconsistencies in the amounts of pensionable remu
neration of certain of these officials; 

3. Endorses the recommendations of the International 
Civil Service Commission that officials appointed or 
elected to ungraded posts who become participants in 
the Fund should have their pensionable remuneration de
termined in accordance with the methodology set out in 
paragraph 64 of volume I of the report of the Commis
sion,57 with the modification indicated in paragraph 66 
thereof; 

4. Also endorses the recommendation of the Commis
sion that the pensionable remuneration of such officials 
should be adjusted between comprehensive reviews in ac
cordance with the procedure applicable for adjustment of 
the scale of pensionable remuneration of staff in the Pro
fessional and higher categories, as set out in ruiicle 54 (h) 
of the Regulations of the Fund; 

5. Urges the governing bodies of the other member or
ganizations of the Fund to adopt the methodology and ad
justment procedure recommended by the Commission for 
determining the pensionable remuneration of their un
graded officials who become participants in the Fund, ru1d 
to inform the General Assembly, the Commission and the 
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Boru·d of the action 
taken in this regard; 

6. Also urges the governing bodies of the other mem· 
ber organizations of the Fund to review the current levels 
of pensionable remuneration of their ungraded officials 
who are participants in the Fund, with a view to eliminating 
the divergencies from the levels established on the basis of 
the above methodology, taking into account the need to 
protect acquired rights derived from earlier decisions by 
the governing bodies concerned; 

7. Requests the Board to consider again, at its next 
regular session, amendments to the Regulations of the 
Fund to incorporate provisions governing the pensionable 
remuneration of ungraded officials and to extend the pro
visions placing a limit on the highest levels of pensions to 
cover all participants in the Fund, including ungraded of
ficials, and to submit recommendations thereon to the Gen
eral Assembly; 

8. Takes note of the views of the Commission, as set 
out in paragraphs 70 ru1d 71 of volume I of its report,57 that, 
in the event that the governing body of a member organi
zation decides that its elected officials should not be par
ticipants in the Fund, the alternative pension arrangements 
should be determined by that governing body, taking into 
account the terms of office and the desirability of estab
lishing some comparability in the pension arrru1gements 
applicable to such officials; 

9. Requests the Commission to recommend guidelines 
for determining the pension arrangements for ungraded of
ficials who do not become pmiicipants in the Fund so as 
to ensure system-wide compru·ability, as well as appropri-

ate monitoring procedures, and to submit recommenda
tions thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh 
session and to the governing bodies of the other organiza
tions of the United Nations common system; 

IV 

CHANGES IN TilE PENSION ADJUSTMENT 
SYSTEM 

Recalling its request, contained in section IV, paragraph 
5, of its resolution 45/242 and reaffirmed in paragraph 5 
of its resolution 45/268, that the United Nations Joint Staff 
Pension Board give priority to the development of a long
term approach to the determination of initial local currency 
pensions. 

Also recalling section IV, paragraph 6, of its resolution 
45/242 in which it invited the governing bodies of the other 
member organizations of the United Nations Joint Staff 
Pension Fund to refrain from seeking to establish addi
tional pension entitlements for their staff, as well as para
graph 6 of its resolution 45/268, in which it reiterated that 
position, 

I. Takes note of section III.F of the report of the United 
Nations Joint Staff Pension Board60 on the pension adjust
ment system, in particular on the longer-term modifica
tions of that system considered by the Board for determin
ing the initial local currency pensions, in the light of the 
expiration on 3 I March 1992 of the transitional measure 
approved by the General Assembly in its resolution 
45/242; 

2. Also takes note of the observations of the Board, in 
paragraphs 180 and 181 of its report, on the implications 
of the resolution adopted by the Administrative Council of 
the International Telecommunication Union on a pension 
purchasing power protection insurance plan for the staff of 
the Union; 

3. Approves the longer- term modification of the pen
sion adjustment system and its effective dates, as recom
mended by the Board in paragraphs 175 and 176 of its 
report, and the consequential changes in the pension ad
justment system, as set out in annex I to the present reso
lution; 

4. Notes the intention of the Board to monitor closely 
the actual costs of the modification of the pension adjust
ment system approved herein; 

5. Endorses the views of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions, as set out in 
paragraphs 22 and 23 of its report,62 that the Board should, 
on the basis of experience with the actual costs, determine 
whether any fine-tuning of the modification is warranted 
in order to limit the costs and that the guidelines set forth 
in General Assembly resolution 31/196 of 22 December 
I 976 should continue to be taken into account so as to en
sure that changes in the pension adjustment system do not 
require increases in the financial liabilities of Member 
States; 

6. Requests the Board at its next regular session to con
tinue to consider economy measures, taking into account 
the views expressed in the Fifth Committee, and including 
in paiiicular a change of the "120 per cent cap" provision 
under the two-track pension adjustment system given the 
increased protection provided by the modification of the 
system approved herein; 
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v 

COMPOSITION OF THE UNITED NATIONS JOINT STAFF 
PENSION BOARD 

I. Takes note of the observations of the United Nations 
Joint Staff Pension Board, in section III.G of its report/0 

on its composition and on the periodicity of its regular ses
sions; 

2. Also takes note of the recommendation that no 
change be made in the composition of the Board at the pre
sent time, and requests the Board to keep this matter under 
review and to submit a further report thereon to the General 
Assembly at its forty-eighth session; 

3. Further takes note of the decision of the Board to 
hold its regular sessions henceforth on a biennial basis; 

VI 

AMENDMENT TO THE REGULATIONS OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS JOINT STAFF PENSION FUND 

I. Approves, with effect from I January 1992, an 
amendment to article 14 of the Regulations of the United 
Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund, as set out in annex II to 
the present resolution, to provide for reporting by the 
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board to the General 
Assembly and to the member organizations of the Fund at 
least once every two years, rather than annually, in the light 
of the decision of the Board to hold its regular sessions 
henceforth on a biennial basis; 

2. Requests that the activities of the Standing Commit
tee of the Board should be reported to the General Assem
bly in years when the Board does not meet only if the 
Standing Committee judges that action by the Assembly is 
required; 

VII 

EMERGENCY FUND 

Authorizes the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund 
to supplement the voluntary ~ontributions to the Emer
gency Fund, for the biennium 1992-1993, by an amount 
not exceeding 200,000 United States dollars; 

VIII 

ADM!NISTRA TIVE EXPENSES 

I. Concurs with the recommendations of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions on 
the administrative expenses of the United Nations Joint 
Staff Pension Fund; 

2. Approves expenses, chargeable directly to the Fund, 
totalling 40,403,600 dollars net for the biennium 1992-
1993, and an increase in expenses of 2,116, I 00 dollars net 
for the biennium 1990-1991, for the administration of the 
Fund; 

IX 

OTHER MATTERS 

Takes note of the other matters discussed in the report 
of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board;60 

X 

INVESTMENTS OF THE UNITED NATIONS JOINT STAFF 
PENSION FUND 

I. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the 
Secretary-General on the investments of the United 
Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund;61 

2. Reiterates its request to Member States that do not 
grant tax exemptions to the investments of the Fund to do 
so as soon as possible. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December /99/ 

ANNEX I 

Changes In the pension adjustment system 

C. DETERMINATION OF BASI! AMOUNTS 

Replace paragraph 5 (b) (i) by the following text: 

"(b) A local currency base amount will be calculated for the coun
try of residence established pursuant to section N below, as follows: 

"(i) A cost-of-living differential factor will be established for the 
country of residence and the month of separation as explained 
in section D below. This factor will be applied to that portion 
of the final average remuneration which does not exceed the 
pensionable remuneration, on the date of separation, in the scale 
referred to in article 54 (b) of the Regulations, at the top step 
of the grades set out below: 

---P-2: For separations before I April 1992; 

-P-4: For separations on or after I April 1992; 

For disability benefits commencing after I January 
1991 and for other benefits derived therefrom; and 

For survivors· and olher benefits due to deaths in 
service of participants occurring on or aller I January 
1991. 

The resulting amount will be added to lhe final average remunera!ion;". 

D. Cosr-OF-UVING DIFFERENTIAL FACfORS 

Replace paragraph 6 (a) (iv) by the following text: 

.. (iv) The applicable cost-of-living differential factor will finally 
be derived from the following table, the result being interpo
lated, when necessary, between the factors applicable for two 
exact numbers of classes of post adjustment: 

Tllirly~ix-monlh average r.xcess of posl 
a~ijustmenl c/assrs over thar of Nnt.' York 

Separations before I April 1992 

Less than 4 ..................... . 
4 
5 ............................. . 
6 ............................. . 
7 ..... . 
8 ............................. . 
9 .............................. . 
10 ............................. . 
II ... . 
12 or more ..................... . 

Crul-of-living 
dl.fferer~tial factor 

(percmt~) 

0 
3 
7 

12 
17 
22 
28 
34 
40 
46 

Separations on or after I April 1992; disability benefits com
mencing allcr I January 1991 and other benefits derived 
therefrom; and survivors· and other benefits due to death 
in service occurring on or after I January 1991 

Less than I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 
I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
2 ···················· 8 
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3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 United Nations Disengagement Observer Force, as set forth 
4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 in the report of the Secretary-General, and referring to para-
s ............ · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 25 graphs 4 and 5 of the report of the Advisory Committee, 
6 31 

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 38 Recognizing that, as a consequence of the withholding 
~ · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 45 of contributions by certain Member States, the surplus bal-
9 ·:::::::::::::: ·::::::::::::::: 52 ances in the Special Account for the United Nations Emer-
10 ............................. . 60 gency Force and the United Nations Disengagement Ob-
II 
12 
13 
14 

68 server Force have, in effect, been drawn upon to 
76 supplement the income received from contributions for 
~; meeting expenses of the Forces, 

15 or more ...................... . 104". Mindful of the fact that it is essential to provide the 

ANNEX II 

Amendment to the Regulations of the United Nations 
Joint Staff Pension Fund 

Article 14 

Replace the title and paragraph (a) by the following: 

"Report and audit 

"(a) The Board shall present to the General Assembly and to 
member organizations, at least once every two years, a report, including 
a balance-sheet, on the operation of the Fund, and shall inform each 
member organization of any action taken by the General Assembly upon 
the report." 

46/193. Financing of the United Nations Disengage
ment Observer Force 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 

on the financing of the United Nations Disengagement Ob
server Force,64 and the related report of the Advisory Com
mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions,65 

Bearing in mind Security Council resolution 350 (1974) 
of 31 May 1974, by which the Council established the 
United Nations Disengagement Observer Force, and the 
subsequent resolutions by which the Council extended the 
mandate of the Force, the latest of which was Council reso
lution 722 (1991) of 29 November 1991, 

Recalling its resolution 3211 B (XXIX) of29 November 
1974 on the financing of the United Nations Emergency 
Force and the United Nations Disengagement Observer 
Force and its subsequent resolutions thereon, the latest of 
which was resolution 45/243 of 21 December 1990, 

Reaffirming its previous decisions regarding the fact 
that, in order to meet the expenditures caused by the United 
Nations Disengagement Observer Force, a different proce
dure is required from the one applied to meet expenditures 
of the regular budget of the United Nations, 

Taking into account the fact that the economically more 
developed countries are in a position to make relatively 
larger contributions and that the economically less devel
oped countries have a relatively limited capacity to con
tribute towards such operations involving heavy expendi-
tures, 

Bearing in mind the special responsibilities of the States 
permanent members of the Security Council, as indicated 
in General Assembly resolution 1874 (S-IV) of 27 June 
1963, in the financing of such operations, 

Having regard to the financial position of the Special 
Account for the United Nations Emergency Force and the 

United Nations Disengagement Observer Force with the 
necessary financial resources to enable it to fulfil its re
sponsibilities under the relevant resolutions of the Security 
Council, 

I. Decides to appropriate to the Special Account re-
ferred to in section II, paragraph I, of General Assembly 
resolution 3211 B (XXIX) the amount of 20,679,000 
United States dollars gross (20,199,000 dollars net) author
ized and apportioned in paragraph 8 of Assembly resolu
tion 45/243 for the operation of the United Nations Disen-
gagement Observer Force for the period from 1 June to 30 
November 1991, inclusive; 

2. Decides also to appropriate to the Special Account 
an amount of 21,384,000 dollars gross (20,835,000 dollars 
net) for the operation of the United Nations Disengagement 
Observer Force for the period from I December 1991 to 
31 May 1992, inclusive; 

3. Decidesforther, as an ad hoc arrangement, to appor
tion the amount of 21,3 84,000 dollars gross for the above
mentioned period among Member States in accordance 
with the composition of groups set out in paragraphs 3 and 
4 of General Assembly resolution 43/232 of 1 March 1989, 
as adjusted by Assembly resolutions 44/192 B of 21 De
cember 1989 and 45/243, the scale of assessments for the 
year 1991 66 to be applied against a portion thereof, that is, 
3,564,000 dollars gross, which is the amount pertaining on 
a pro rata basis to the period ending 31 December 1991, 
and the scale of assessments for the year 199215 to be ap
plied against the balance, that is, 17,820,000 dollars gross, 
for the period from I January to 31 May 1992, inclusive; 

4. Decides that there shall be set off against the appor
tionment among Member States, as provided for in para
graph 3 above, their respective share in the estimated in
come of 7,500 dollars other than staff assessment income 
approved for the period from I December 1991 to 3 I May 
1992, inclusive; 1,250 dollars, being the amount pertaining 
on a pro rata basis to the period ending 3 I December 1991, 
and the balance, that is, 6,250 dollars, for the period from 
I January to 31 May 1992, inclusive; 

5. Decides also that, in accordance with the provisions 
of its resolution 973 (X) of 15 December 1955, there shall 
be set off against the apportionment among Member 
States, as provided for in paragraph 3 above, their respec
tive share in the Tax Equalization Fund of the estimated 
staff assessment income of 54 1,500 dollars approved for 
the period from 1 December 1991 to 31 May 1992, inclu
sive; 90,250 dollars, being the amount pertaining on a pro 
rata basis to the period ending 31 December 1991, and 
the balance, that is, 451,250 dollars, for the period from 
I January to 31 May 1992, inclusive; 

6. Decides forther that the Democratic People's Re
public of Korea shall be included in the group of Member 
States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of General Assembly reso-
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lution 43/232 and that its contribution to the United 
Nations Disengagement Observer Force shall be calculated 
in accordance with the provisions of the resolution to be 
adopted by the Assembly at its forty-sixth session regard
ing the scale of assessments; 15 

7. Decides that Estonia shall be included in the group 
of Member States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of General As
sembly resolution 43/232 and that its contribution to the 
United Nations Disengagement Observer Force shall be 
calculated in accordance with the provisions of the resolu
tion to be adopted by the Assembly at its forty-sixth ses
sion regarding the scale of assessments; 15 

8. Decides also that the Federated States of Micronesia 
shall be included in the group of Member States set out in 
paragraph 3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 43/232 and 
that its contribution to the United Nations Disengagement 
Observer Force shall be calculated in accordance with the 
provisions of the resolution to be adopted by the Assembly at 
its forty-sixth session regarding the scale ofassessments; 15 

9. Decides .further that Latvia shall be included in the 
group of Member States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of Gen
eral Assembly resolution 43/232 and that its contribution 
to the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force shall 
be calculated in accordance with the provisions of the reso
lution to be adopted by the Assembly at its forty-sixth ses
sion regarding the scale of assessments; 15 

I 0. Decides that Lithuania shall be included in the 
group ofMember States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of Gen
eral Assembly resolution 43/232 and that its contribution 
to the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force shall 
be calculated in accordance with the provisions of the reso
lution to be adopted by the Assembly at its forty-sixth ses
sion regarding the scale of assessments; 15 

11. Decides also that the Marshall Islands shall be in
cluded in the group of Member States set out in paragraph 
3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 43/232 and that its 
contribution to the United Nations Disengagement Ob
server Force shall be calculated in accordance with the pro
visions of the resolution to be adopted by the Assembly at 
its forty-sixth session regarding the scale of assessments; 15 

12. Decidesforther that the Republic ofKorea shall be 
included in the group of Member States set out in para
graph 3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 43/232 and that 
its contribution to the United Nations Disengagement Ob
server Force shall be calculated in accordance with the pro
visions of the resolution to be adopted by the Assembly at 
its forty-sixth session regarding the scale ofassessments; 15 

13. Decides that, in accordance with regulation 5.2 (c) 
of the Financial Regulations of the United Nations, the 
contributions to the United Nations Disengagement Ob
server Force until30 November 1991 of the Member States 
referred to in paragraphs 6 to 12 above shall be treated as 
miscellaneous income to be set off against the apportion
ments referred to in paragraph I above; 

14. Authorizes the Secretary-General to enter into 
commitments for the United Nations Disengagement Ob
server Force at a rate not to exceed 3,564,000 dollars gross 
{3,472,500 dollars net) per month for the period from 
I June to 30 November 1992, inclusive, should the Secu
rity Council decide to continue the Force beyond the period 
of six months authorized under its resolution 722 ( 1991 ), 
the said an1ount to be apportioned among Member States 
in accordance with the scheme set out in the present reso
lution; 

15. Decides that the surplus balance as at 30 June 1991 
covering the period from I December 1989 to 30 Novem
ber 1990 in the amount of 6, 790,883 dollars shall be cred
ited to Member States against their assessments in respect 
of such mandate periods as may be approved by the Secu
rity Council subsequent to 3 I May 1992; 

16. Invites voluntary contributions to the United 
Nations Disengagement Observer Force in cash and in the 
form of services and supplies acceptable to the Secretary
General, to be administered, as appropriate, in accordance 
with the procedure established by the General Assembly in 
its resolution 441192 A of 21 December 1989; 

17. Requests the Secretary-General to take all neces
sary action to ensure that the United Nations Disengage
ment Observer Force is administered with a maximum of 
efficiency and economy. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December /991 

46/194. Financing of the United Nations Interim 
Force in Lebanon 

The General Assembly, 
!laving considered the report of the Secretary-General 

on the financing of the United Nations Interim Force in 
Lebanon,67 and the related report of the Advisory Commit
tee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions,65 

Bearing in mind Security Council resolution 425 ( 1978) 
of 19 March 1978, by which the Council established the 
United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon, and the sub
sequent resolutions by which the Council extended the 
mandate of the Force, the latest of which was Council reso
lution 701 (1991) of31 July 1991, 

Recalling its resolution S-8/2 of 21 April 1978 on the 
financing of the Force and its subsequent resolutions 
thereon, the latest of which was resolution 45/244 of 21 
December 1990, 

Reaj)irming its previous decisions regarding the fact 
that, in order to meet the expenditures caused by the Force, 
a different procedure is required from the one applied 
to meet expenditures of the regular budget of the United 
Nations, 

Taking into account the fact that the economically more 
developed countries are in a position to make relatively 
larger contributions and that the economically less devel
oped countries have a relatively limited capacity to contribute 
towards such operations involving heavy expenditures, 

Bearing in mind the special responsibilities of the States 
permanent members of the Security Council, as indicated 
in General Assembly resolution 1874 (S-IV) of 27 June 
1963, in the financing of such operations, 

Having regard to the financial position of the Special 
Account for the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon, 
as set fmih in the report of the Secretary-General, and re
ferring to paragraph II of the report of the Advisory Com
mittee, 

Recalling its resolution 34/9 E of 17 December 1979 and 
the subsequent resolutions in which it decided that the pro
visions of regulations 5.2 (b), 5.2 (d), 4.3 and 4.4 of the 
Financial Regulations of the United Nations should be sus
pended, the latest of which was resolution 45/244, 

Mindful of the fact that it is essential to provide the 



VIII. Resolutions adopted on the reports orthe Fifth Committee 269 

Force with the necessary financial resources to enable it to 
fulfil its responsibilities under the relevant resolutions of 
the Security Council, 

Noting with appreciation that voluntary contributions 
have been made to the Force by certain Governments, 

Concerned that the Secretary-General continues to face 
difficulties in meeting the obligations of the Force on a cur
rent basis, including reimbursement to current and former 
troop-contributing States, resulting from the withholding 
of contributions by certain Member States, 

Concerned also that the surplus balances in the Special 
Account for the Force have, in effect, been drawn upon to 
the full extent to supplement the income received from 
contributions for meeting expenses of the Force, 

Concerned further that the implementation of the provi
sions of regulations 5.2 (b), 5.2 (d), 4.3 and 4.4 of the Fi
nancial Regulations of the United Nations would aggravate 
the already difficult financial situation of the Force, 

l. Decides to appropriate to the Special Account re
ferred to in section I, paragraph I, of General Assembly 
resolution S-8/2 the amount of 153,468,000 United States 
dollars gross (150,684,000 dollars net) authorized and ap
portioned by the Assembly in paragraphs 2 and 3 of its 
resolution 45/244 for the operation of the United Nations 
Interim Force in Lebanon from I February 1991 to 31 
January 1992, inclusive; 

2. Authorizes the Secretary-General to enter into com
mitments for the operation of the Force at a rate not to ex
ceed 13,337,000 dollars gross (13,089,000 dollars net) per 
month for the period beginning I February 1992, should 
the Security Council decide to continue the Force beyond 
the period of six months authorized under its resolution 
701 ( 1991 ), subject to obtaining the prior concurrence of 
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions for the actual level of commitments to be en
tered into for each mandate period that may be approved 
subsequent to 31 January 1992; 

3. Decides, as an ad hoc arrangement, to apportion the 
amounts referred to in paragraph 2 above among Member 
States in accordance with the composition of groups set out 
in paragraphs 3 and 4 of General Assembly resolution 
43/232 of 1 March 1989, as adjusted by Assembly resolu
tions 44/192 B of21 December 1989 and 45/244, and tak
ing into account the scale of assessments for the years 
1992, 1993 and 1994;15 

4. Decides also that the Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea shall be included in the group of Member States 
set out in paragraph 3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 
43/232 and that its contribution to the Force shall be cal
culated in accordance with the provisions of the resolution 
to be adopted by the Assembly at its forty-sixth session 
regarding the scale of assessments; 15 

5. Decides further that Estonia shall be included in the 
group of Member States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of Gen
eral Assembly resolution 43/232 and that its contribution 
to the Force shall be calculated in accordance with the pro
visions of the resolution to be adopted by the Assembly at 
its forty-sixth session regarding the scale of assessments; 15 

6. Decides that the Federated States of Micronesia 
shall be included in the group of Member States set out in 
paragraph 3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 43/232 and 
that its contribution to the Force shall be calculated in ac
cordance with the provisions of the resolution to be 

adopted by the Assembly at its forty-sixth session regard
ing the scale of assessments; 15 

7. Decides also that Latvia shall be included in the 
group of Member States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of Gen
eral Assembly resolution 43/232 and that its contribution 
to the Force shall be calculated in accordance with the pro
visions of the resolution to be adopted by the Assembly at 
its forty-sixth session regarding the scale ofassessments;15 

8. Decides further that Lithuania shall be included in 
the group of Member States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of 
General Assembly resolution 43/232 and that its contribu
tion to the Force shall be calculated in accordance with the 
provisions of the resolution to be adopted by the Assembly 
at its forty-sixth session regarding the scale of assess
ments;15 

9. Decides that the Marshall Islands shall be included 
in the group of Member States set out in paragraph 3 (c) 
of General Assembly resolution 43/232 and that its contri
bution to the Force shall be calculated in accordance with 
the provisions of the resolution to be adopted by the As
sembly at its forty-sixth session regarding the scale of as
sessments;15 

10. Decides also that the Republic of Korea shall be 
included in the group of Member States set out in para
graph 3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 43/232 and that 
its contribution to the Force shall be calculated in accord
ance with the provisions of the resolution to be adopted by 
the Assembly at its forty-sixth session regarding the scale 
of assessments; 15 

II. Decides fort her that, in accordance with regulation 
5.2 (c) of the Financial Regulations of the United Nations, 
the contributions to the Force until31 January 1992 of the 
Member States referred to in paragraphs 4 to 1 0 above 
shall be treated as miscellaneous income to be set off 
against the apportionments referred to in paragraph 1 above; 

12. Decides that the provisions of regulations 5.2 (b), 
5.2 (d), 4.3 and 4.4 of the Financial Regulations of the 
United Nations shall be suspended in respect of the amount 
of 8,235,545 dollars, which otherwise would have to be 
surrendered pursuant to those provisions, this amount to be 
entered in the account referred to in the operative part of 
General Assembly resolution 34/9 E and held in suspense 
until a further decision is taken by the Assembly; 

13. Requests the Secretary-General to take all neces
sary measures to ensure that the Force is administered with 
a maximum of efficiency and economy; 

14. Renews itv invitation to Member States and other 
interested parties to make voluntary contributions to the 
Force both in cash and in the form of services and supplies 
acceptable to the Secretary-General and also to make vol
untary contributions in cash to the Suspense Account es
tablished in accordance with General Assembly resolution 
34/9 0 of 17 December 1979. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/195. Financing of the United Nations Angola Veri
fication Mission II 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 
on the financing of the United Nations Angola Verification 



270 General Assembly-Forty-sixth Sessloo 

Mission68 and the related report of the Advisory Committee 
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions,69 

Bearing in mind Security Council resolution 626 (1988) 
of 20 December 1988, by which the Council established 
the United Nations Angola Verification Mission, as well 
as Council resolution 696 (1991) of 30 May 1991, by 
which the Council decided to entrust a new mandate to the 
United Nations Angola Verification Mission (thenceforth 
called the United Nations Angola Verification Mission II) 
and to establish the Verification Mission for a period of 
seventeen months, 

Reaffirming that the costs of the Verification Mission 
are expenses of the Organization to be borne by Member 
States in accordance with Article 17, paragraph 2, of the 
Charter of the United Nations, 

Recalling its previous decisions regarding the fact that, 
in order to meet the expenditures caused by the Verifica
tion Mission, a different procedure is required from the one 
applied to meet expenditures of the regular budget of the 
United Nations, 

Taking into account the fact that the economically more 
developed countries are in a position to make relatively 
larger contributions and that the economically less devel
oped countries have a relatively limited capacity to con
tribute towards such an operation, 

Bearing in mind the special responsibilities of the States 
permanent members of the Security Council, as indicated 
in General Assembly resolution 1874 (S-IV) of 27 June 
1963. in the financing of such operations, 

Mindful of the fact that it is essential to provide the Veri
fication Mission with the necessary financial resources to 
enable it to fulfil its responsibilities under the relevant 
resolution of the Security Council, 

I. Concurs with the observations, recommendations 
and conclusions contained in the report of the Advi
sory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Ques
tions;69 

2. Urges all Member States to make every possible ef
fort to ensure payment of their assessed contributions to 
the United Nations Angola Verification Mission II in full 
and on time; 

3. Decides to appropriate at this stage to the Special 
Account for the Verification Mission an amount of 
42,876,720 United States dollars gross ( 42,062,000 dollars 
net) and to authorize the Secretary-General to enter into 
commitments up to 10,719,180 dollars gross (10,515,500 
dollars net) with the prior concurrence of the Advisory 
Committee for the operation of the Verification Mission 
for the period from I January to 3 I October 1992; 

4. Decides also, as an ad hoc arrangement, to apportion 
the amounts indicated in paragraph 3 above among Mem
ber States in accordance with the composition of groups 
set out in paragraphs 3 and 4 of General Assembly 
resolution 43/232 of I March 1989, as adjusted by the As
sembly in its resolutions 441192 B of 21 December 1989 
and 45/246 of 21 December 1990, and taking into account 
the scale of assessments for the years 1992, 1993 and 
1994;15 

5. Decides forther that the Democratic People's Re
public of Korea shall be included in the group of Member 
States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of General Assembly reso
lution 43/232 and that its contribution to the Verification 
Mission shall be calculated in accordance with the provi-

sions of the resolution to be adopted by the Assembly at 
its forty-sixth session regarding the scale of assessments; 1s 

6. Decides that Estonia shall be included in the group 
of Member States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of General As
sembly resolution 43/232 and that its ~ontribution to t.he 
Verification Mission shall be calculated m accordance wtth 
the provisions of the resolution to be adopted by the As
sembly at its forty-sixth session regarding the scale of as
sessments;1s 

7. Decides also that the Federated States of Micronesia 
shall be included in the group of Member States set out in 
paragraph 3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 43/232 and 
that its contribution to the Verification Mission shall be 
calculated in accordance with the provisions of the resolu
tion to be adopted by the Assembly at its forty-sixth ses
sion regarding the scale of assessments; 1s 

8. Decides fort her that Latvia shall be included in the 
group of Member States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of Gen
eral Assembly resolution 43/232 and that its contribution 
to the Verification Mission shall be calculated in accord
ance with the provisions of the resolution to be adopted by 
the Assembly at its forty-sixth session regarding the scale 
of assessments;1s 

9. Decides that Lithuania shall be included in the group 
of Member States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of General As
sembly resolution 43/232 and that its contribution to the 
Verification Mission shall be calculated in accordance with 
the provisions of the resolution to be adopted by the As
sembly at its forty-sixth session regarding the scale of as
sessments; 1 s 

10. Decides also that the Marshall Islands shall be in
cluded in the group of Member States set out in paragraph 
3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 43/232 and that its 
contribution to the Verification Mission shall be calculated 
in accordance with the provisions of the resolution to be 
adopted by the Assembly at its forty-sixth session regard
ing the scale of assessments;1s 

II. Decides further that the Republic ofKorea shall be 
included in the group of Member States set out in para
graph 3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 43/232 and that 
its contribution to the Verification Mission shall be calcu
lated in accordance with the provisions of the resolution to 
be adopted by the Assembly at its forty-sixth session re
garding the scale of assessments; 15 

12. Decides that, in accordance with regulation 5.2 (c) 
of the Financial Regulations of the United Nations, the 
contributions to the Verification Mission until 31 Decem
ber 1991 of the Member States referred to in paragraphs 5 
to II above shall be treated as miscellaneous income to be 
set off against the apportionments authorized in paragraph 
4 above; 

13. Decides also that the unencumbered balance of ap
propriations and the interest and miscellaneous income 
shall be retained in the Special Account in light of the out
standing assessed contributions; 

14. Invites voluntary contributions to the Verification 
Mission in cash and in the form of services and supplies 
acceptable to the Secretary-General, to be administered, as 
appropriate, in accordance with the procedure established 
by the General Assembly in its resolution 44/192 A of 21 
December 1989; 

15. Requests the Secretary-General to take all neces-
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sary action to ensure that the Verification Mission is ad
ministered with a maximum of efficiency and economy. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/196. Financing of the United Nations Observer 
Group in Central America 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 

on the financing of the United Nations Observer Group in 
Central America70 and the related report of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions,?• 

Bearing in mind Security Council resolution 644 ( 1989) 
of7 November 1989, by which the Council established the 
United Nations Observer Group in Central America, and 
the subsequent resolutions by which the Council extended 
the mandate of the Group, the latest of which was resolu
tion 719 (1991) of 6 November 1991, 

Reaffirming that the costs of the Group are expenses of 
the Organization to be borne by Member States in accord
ance with Article 17, paragraph 2, of the Charter of the 
United Nations, 

Recalling its previous decisions regarding the fact that, 
in order to meet the expenditures caused by the Group, a 
different procedure is required from the one applied to 
meet expenditures of the regular budget of the United 
Nations, 

Taking into account the fact that the economically more 
developed countries are in a position to make relatively 
larger contributions and that the economically less devel
oped countries have a relatively limited capacity to con
tribute towards such an operation, 

Bearing in mind the special responsibilities ofthe States 
permanent members of the Security Council, as indicated 
in General Assembly resolution 1874 (S-IV) of 27 June 
1963, in the financing of such operations, 

Noting with appreciation that voluntary contributions 
have been made to the Group by certain Member States, 

Mindful of the fact that it is essential to provide the 
Group with the necessary financial resources to enable it 
to fulfil its responsibilities under the relevant resolutions 
of the Security Council, 

I. Concurs with the observations, recommendations 
and conclusions contained in the report of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions;71 

2. Urges all Member States to make every possible ef
fort to ensure payment of their assessed contributions to 
the United Nations Observer Group in Central America in 
full and on time; 

3. Decides to appropriate to the Special Account for 
the United Nations Observer Group in Central America the 
amount of 14,400,400 United States dollars gross 
(13,898,800 dollars net) authorized and apportioned by the 
General Assembly in paragraph 9 of its resolution 45/247 
of 21 December 1990 for the operation of the Group for 
the period from 7 May to 7 November 1991, inclusive; 

4. Decides also that there shall be set off against the 
apportionment among Member States for the period 7 May 
to 7 November 1991, as provided for in paragraph 3 above, 
their respective share in the unencumbered balance of 
5,400,400 dollars gross (5,398,800 dollars net) in re-

spect of the period from 7 November 1990 to 7 May 1991, 
inclusive; 

5. Decides fUrther to appropriate to the Special Ac
count an amount of 12,408,700 dollars gross for the opera
tion of the Group for the period from 7 November 1991 to 
30 April 1992, inclusive; 

6. Decides, as an ad hoc aiTangement, to apportion the 
amount of 12,408,700 dollars for the above-mentioned 
period among Member States in accordance with the com
position of groups set out in paragraphs 3 and 4 of General 
Assembly resolution 43/232 of I March 1989, as adjusted 
by the Assembly in its resolutions 44/192 B of 21 Decem
ber 1989 and 45/247, the scale of assessments for the year 
1991 66 to be applied against a portion thereof, that is, 
3,828,970 dollars, which is the amount pertaining on a pro 
rata basis to the period ending 3 I December 1991, and the 
scale of assessments for the year 199215 to be applied 
against the balance, that is, 8,579,730 dollars, for the 
period from 1 Januruy to 30 April 1992, inclusive; 

7. Decides also that, in accordance with the provisions 
of its resolution 973 (X) of 15 December 1955, there shall 
be set off against the apportionment among Member 
States, as provided for in paragraph 6 above, their respec
tive share in the Tax Equalization Fund of the estimated 
staff assessment income of 408,700 dollars approved for 
the period from 7 November 1991 to 30 Aprill992, inclu
sive; that is, 126,110 dollars, being the amount pertaining 
on a pro rata basis to the period ending 31 December 1991, 
and the balance, that is, 282.590 dollars, for the period 
from I January to 30 April 1992, inclusive; 

8. Decides further that the Democratic People's Re
public of Korea shall be included in the group of Member 
States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of General Assembly reso
lution 43/232 and that its contribution to the Group shall 
be calculated in accordance with the provisions of the reso
lution to be adopted by the Assembly at its forty-sixth ses
sion regarding the scale of assessments;•~ 

9. Decides that Estonia shall be included in the group 
of Member States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of General As
sembly resolution 43/232 and that its contribution to the 
Group shall be calculated in accordance with the provi
sions of the resolution to be adopted by the Assembly at 
its forty-sixth session regarding the scale of assessments; 15 

l 0. Decides also that the Federated States of Microne
sia shall be included in the group of Member States set out 
in paragraph 3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 43/232 
and that its contribution to the Group shall be calculated in 
accordance with the provisions of the resolution to be 
adopted by the Assembly at its forty-sixth session regard
ing the scale of assessments;•' 

II. Decides fort her that Latvia shall be included in the 
group of Member States set out in paragraph 3 (c) ofGen
eral Assembly resolution 43/232 and that its contribution 
to the Group shall be calculated in accordance with the pro
visions of the resolution to be adopted by the Assembly at 
its forty-sixth session regarding the scale of assessments; 15 

12. Decides that Lithuania shall be included in the 
group of Member States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of Gen
eral Assembly resolution 43/232 and that its contribution 
to the Group shall be calculated in accordance with the pro
visions of the resolution to be adopted by the Assembly at 
its f01iy-sixth session regarding the scale ofassessments; 15 

13. Decides also that the Marshall Islands shall be in
cluded in the group of Member States set out in paragraph 
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3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 43/232 and that its 
contribution to the Group shall be calculated in accordance 
with the provisions of the resolution to be adopted by the 
Assembly at its forty-sixth session regarding the scale of 
assessments; 15 

14. Decidesforther that the Republic of Korea shall be 
included in the group of Member States set out in para
graph 3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 43/232 and that 
its contribution to the Group shall be calculated in accord
ance with the provisions of the resolution to be adopted by 
the Assembly at its forty-sixth session regarding the scale 
of assessments; 15 

15. Decides that, in accordance with regulation 5.2 (c) 
of the Financial Regulations of the United Nations, the 
contributions to the Group until 7 November 1991 of the 
Member States referred to in paragraphs 8 to 14 above 
shall be treated as miscellaneous income to be set off 
against the apportionments authorized in paragraph 6 
above; 

16. Authorizes the Secretary-General to enter into 
commitments for the Group at a rate not to exceed 
2,071,000 dollars gross (2 million dollars net) per month 
for the period from I May 1992 to 30 April 1993, inclu
sive, should the Security Council decide to continue the 
Group beyond the period of five months and twenty-three 
days authorized under its resolution 719 ( 1991 ), the said 
amount to be apportioned among Member States in accord
ance with the scheme set out in the present resolution; 

17. Decides that the unencumbered balance of appro
priations and the interest and miscellaneous income shall 
be retained in the Special Account in light of the outstand
ing assessed contributions; 

18. Invites voluntary contributions to the Group in 
cash and in the form of services and supplies acceptable to 
the Secretary-General, to be administered, as appropriate, 
in accordance with the procedure established by the Gen
eral Assembly in its resolution 44/192 A of 21 December 
1989; 

19. Requests the Secretary-General to take all neces
sary action to ensure that the Group is administered with a 
maximum of efficiency and economy. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/197. Financing of the United Nations Iraq-Kuwait 
Observation Mission 

The General AssemNy, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 
on the financing of the United Nations Iraq-Kuwait Obser
vation Mission,72 and the related report of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions/3 

Bearing in mind Security Council resolutions 687 
(1991) and 689 (1991) of3 and 9 Aprill991, respectively, 
by which the Council decided to set up the United Nations 
Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission and to review the ques
tion of its termination or continuation every six months, 

Recalling its resolution 45/260 of 3 May 199 I on the 
financing of the Observation Mission, 

Reaffirming that the costs of the Observation Mission 
are expenses of the Organization to be borne by Member 

States in accordance with Article 17, paragraph 2, of the 
Charter of the United Nations, 

Recalling its previous decision regarding the fact that, 
in order to meet the expenditures caused by the Observa
tion Mission, a different procedure is required from the one 
applied to meet expenditures of the regular budget of the 
United Nations, 

Taking into account the fact that the economically more 
developed countries are in a position to make relatively 
larger contributions and that the economically less devel
oped countries have a relatively limited capacity to con
tribute towards such an operation, 

Bearing in mind the special responsibilities of the States 
permanent members of the Security Council, as indicated 
in General Assembly resolution 1874 (S-IV) of 27 June 
1963, in the financing of such operations, 

Noting with appreciation that voluntary contributions 
have been made to the Observation Mission by certain 
Governments, 

Mindful of the fact that it is essential to provide the Ob
servation Mission with the necessary financial resources to 
enable it to fulfil its responsibilities under the relevant 
resolutions of the Security Council, 

I. Concurs with the observations, recommendations 
and conclusions contained in the report of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions;71 

2. Urges all Member States to make every possible ef
fort to ensure payment of their assessed contributions to 
the United Nations Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission in 
full and on time; 

3. Decides to appropriate to the Special Account re
ferred to in General Assembly resolution 45/260 an amount 
of 33.6 million United States dollars gross (32,649,000 
dollars net) for the operation of the Observation Mission 
from 9 October 1991 to 8 April 1992, inclusive; 

4. Decides also, as an ad hoc arrangement, to apportion 
the amount of 33.6 million dollars gross for the above
mentioned period among Member States in accordance 
with the composition of groups set out in paragraphs 3 and 
4 of General Assembly resolution 43/232 of I March 19R9, 
as adjusted by the Assembly in its resolutions 44/192 B of 
21 December 1989 and 45/260, the scale of assessmenlc; 
for the year 199 I 66 to be applied against a portion thereof, 
that is, 15,423,000 dollars gross, which is the amount per
taining on a pro rata basis to the period ending 31 Decem
ber 1991, and the scale of assessments for the year 1992' 5 

to be applied against the balance, that is, 18,177,000 dol
lars gross, for the period from I January to 8 April 1992. 
inclusive; 

5. Decides fUrther that, in accordance with the provi
sions of its resolution 973 (X) of 15 December 1955, there 
shall be set off against the apportionment among Member 
States, as provided for in paragraph 4 above, their respec
tive share in the Tax Equalization Fund of the estimated 
staff assessment income of 951,000 dollars approved for 
the period from 9 October 1991 to 8 April 1992, inclusive; 
that is, 437,000 dollars, being the amount pertaining on a 
pro rata basis to the period ending 31 December 1991, and 
the balance, that is, 514,000 dollars, for the period from I 
January to 8 April 1992, inclusive; 

6. Decides that the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea shall be included in the group of Member States 
set out in paragraph 3 (c) of General Assembly resolu-
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tion 43/232 and that its contribution to the Observation 
Mission shall be calculated in accordance with the pro
visions of the resolution to be adopted by the Assembly 
at its forty-sixth session regarding the scale of assess
ments;15 

7. Decides also that Estonia shall be included in the 
group of Member States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of Gen
eral Assembly resolution 43/232 and that its contribution 
to the Observation Mission shall be calculated in accord
ance with the provisions of the resolution to be adopted by 
the Assembly at its forty-sixth session regarding the scale 
of assessments; 15 

8. Decides fort her that the Federated States of Micro
nesia shall be included in the group of Member States set 
out in paragraph 3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 
43/232 and that its contribution to the Observation Mission 
shall be calculated in accordance with the provisions of the 
resolution to be adopted by the Assembly at its forty-sixth 
session regarding the scale of assessments; 15 

9. Decides that Latvia shall be included in the group 
of Member States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of General As
sembly resolution 43/232 and that its contribution to the 
Observation Mission shall be calculated in accordance 
with the provisions of the resolution to be adopted by the 
Assembly at its forty-sixth session regarding the scale of 
assessments; 15 

I 0. Decides also that Lithuania shall be included in the 
group ofMember States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of Gen
eral Assembly resolution 43/232 and that its contribution 
to the Observation Mission shall be calculated in accord
ance with the provisions of the resolution to be adopted by 
the Assembly at its forty-sixth session regarding the scale 
of assessments; 15 

II. Decides fUrther that the Marshall Islands shall be 
included in the group of Member States set out in para
graph 3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 43/232 and that 
its contribution to the Observation Mission shall be calcu
lated in accordance with the provisions of the resolution to 
be adopted b:,- the Assembly at its forty-sixth session re
garding the scale of assessments; 15 

12. Decides that the Republic of Korea shall be in
cluded in the group of Member States set out in paragraph 
3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 43/232 and that its 
contribution to the Observation Mission shall be calculated 
in accordance with the provisions of the resolution to be 
adopted by the Assembly at its forty-sixth session regard
ing the scale ofassessments; 15 

13. Decides also that, in accordance with regulation 
5.2 (c) of the Financial Regulations of the United Nations, 
the contributions to the Observation Mission until 8 Octo
ber 1991 of the Member States referred to in paragraphs 6 
to 12 above shall be treated as miscellaneous income to be 
set off against the apportionments authorized in paragraph 
4 above; 

I 4. Authorizes the Secretary-General to enter into 
commitments for the Observation Mission at a rate not to 
exceed 5.6 million dollars gross (5,441 ,500 dollars net) per 
month, subject to the prior concurrence of the Advisory 
Committee, for the period from 9 April to 8 October 1992, 
inclusive, should the Security Council decide to continue 
the Observation Mission beyond 8 April I 992, the said 
amounts to be apportioned among Member States in 
accordance with the scheme set out in the present resolu
tion; 

15. Decides to retain the unencumbered balance in 
the Special Account for the United Nations Iraq-Kuwait 
Observation Mission; 

16. Invites voluntary contributions to the Observation 
Mission in cash and in the form of services and supplies 
acceptable to the Secretary-General, to be administered, as 
appropriate, in accordance with the procedure established 
by the General Assembly in its resolution 441192 A of 
21 December 1989; 

17. Requests the Secretary-General to take all neces
sary action to ensure that the Observation Mission is ad
ministered with a maximum of efficiency and economy. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/198. Financing of the United Nations Advance 
Mission in Cambodia 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 

on the financing of the United Nations Advance Mission 
in Cambodia74 and the related report of the Advisory Com
mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions,75 

Bearing in mind Security Council resolution 717 ( 1991) 
vf 16 October 1991, by which the Council established the 
United Nations Advance Mission in Cambodia, and reso
lution 718 ( 1991) of 31 October 1991, by which the Coun
cil expressed its full support for the agreements on a com
prehensive political settlement of the Cambodia conflict, 
signed in Paris on 23 October 1991 ,16 

Recognizing that the costs of the Advance Mission are 
expenses of the Organization to be borne by Member 
States in accordance with Article 17, paragraph 2, of tht: 
Charter of the United Nations, 

Recognizing also that, in order to meet the expenditures 
caused by the Advance Mission, a different procedure is 
required from the one applied to meet expenditures of the 
regular budget of the United Nations, 

Tal..ing into account the fact that the economically more 
developed countries are in a position to make relatively 
larger contributions and that the economically less devel-· 
oped countries have a relatively limited capacity to con
tribute towards such an operation, 

Bearing in mind the special responsibilities of the States 
permanent members of the Security Council, as indicated 
in General Assembly resolution 1874 (S-IV) of 27 June 
1963, in the financing of such operations, 

Noting with appreciation that voluntary contributions 
have been made to the Advance Mission by certain Mem
ber States, 

Mindful of the fact that it is essential to provide the 
Advance Mission with the necessary financial resources Lu 
enable it to fullil its responsibilities under the relevant 
resolution of the Security Council, 

I. Concurs with the observations, recommendations 
and conclusions contained in the report of the Advisory 
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions;75 

2. Urges all Member States to make every possiole ef
fort to ensure payment of their assessed contributions to 
the United Nations Advance Mission in Cambodia in full 
and on time; 

3. Decides to appropriate an amount of 14,319,200 
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United States dollars gross ( 13,967,300 dollars net), inclu
sive of the amount of 6 million dollars authorized with the 
concurrence of the Advisory Committee for pre-implemen
tation expenses under the terms of General Assembly reso
lution 44/203 of 21 December 1989 for the operation of 
the Advance Mission for the period from I November 1991 
to 30 April 1992, and requests the Secretary-General toes
tablish a Special Accounl for the United Nations Advance 
Mission in Cambodia in accordance with paragraph 18 of 
his report; 74 

4. Decides also, as an ad hoc arrangement, to apportion 
the amount of 14,319,200 dollars gross among Member 
States in accordance with the composition of groups set out 
in paragraphs 3 and 4 of General Assembly resolution 
43/232 of I March 1989, as adjusted by the Assembly in 
its resolution 44/192 B of 21 December 1989 and in para
graphs 8 and 9 of its resolution 45/269 of27 August 1991, 
the scale of assessments for the year 1991 66 to be be ap
plied against a portion thereof, that is, 6, 777,200 dollars 
gross, which is the amount pertaining on a pro rata basis 
to the period ending 31 December 1991, and the scale of 
assessments for the year 1992,' 5 to be applied against the 
balance, that is, 7,542,000 dollars gross, for the period 
from I January to 30 April 1992, inclusive; 

5. Decides fUrther that, in accordance with the provi
sions of its resolution 973 (X) of 15 December 1955, there 
shall be set off against the apportionment among Member 
States, as provided for in paragraph 4 above, their respec
tive share in the Tax Equalization Fund of the estimated 
staff assessment income of 351,900 dollars approved for 
the period from I November 1991 to 30 Aprill992, inclu
sive; that is, 64,900 dollars, being the amount pertaining 
on a pro rata basis to the period ending 31 December 1991, 
and the balance, that is, 287,000 dollars, for the period 
from I January to 30 April 1992, inclusive; 

6. Decides that the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea shall be included in the group of Member States set 
out in paragraph 3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 
43/232 and that its contribution to the Advance Mission 
shall be calculated in accordance with the provisions of the 
resolution to be adopted by the Assembly at its forty-sixth 
session regarding the scale of assessments; 15 

7. Decides also that Estonia shall be included in the 
group of Member States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of Gen
eral Assembly resolution 43/232 and that its contribution 
to the Advance Mission shall be calculated in accordance 
with the provisions of the resolution to be adopted by the 
Assembly at its forty-sixth session regarding the scale of 
assessments; Is 

8. Decides further that the Federated States of Micro
nesia shall be included in the group of Member States set 
out in paragraph 3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 
43/232 and that its contribution to the Advance Mission 
shall be calculated in accordance with the provisions of the 
resolution to be adopted by the Assembly at its forty-sixth 
session regarding the scale of assessments; Is 

9. Decides that Latvia shall be included in the group 
of Member States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of General 
Assembly resolution 43/232 and that its contribution to the 
Advance Mission shall be calculated in accordance with 
the provisions of the resolution to be adopted by the 
Assembly at its forty-sixth session regarding the scale of 
assessments; 15 

1 0. Decides also that Lithuania shall be included in the 

group of Member States set out in paragraph 3 (c) of Gen
eral Assembly resolution 43/232 and that its contribution 
to the Advance Mission shall be calculated in accordance 
with the provisions of the resolution to be adopted by the 
Assembly at its forty-sixth session regarding the scale of 
assessments; 15 

II. Decides fUrther that the Marshall Islands shall be 
included in the group of Member States set out in para
graph 3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 43/232 and that 
its contribution to the Advance Mission shall be calculated 
in accordance with the provisions of the resolution to be 
adopted by the Assembly at its forty-sixth session regard
ing the scale ofassessments; 15 

12. Decides that the Republic of Korea shall be in
cluded in the group of Member States set out in paragraph 
3 (c) of General Assembly resolution 43/232 and that its 
contribution to the Advance Mission shall be calculated in 
accordance with the provisions of the resolution to be 
adopted by the Assembly at its forty-sixth session regard
ing the scale of assessments; 15 

13. Authorizes the Secretary-General to enter into 
commitments for the Advance Mission at a rate not to ex
ceed 2,070,000 dollars gross (2 million dollars net) per 
month for the period beyond 30 April 1992 should the 
Security Council decide to continue the Advance Mission, 
the said amount to be apportioned among Member States 
in accordance with the scheme set out in the present reso
lution; 

14. Invites voluntary contributions to the Advance 
Mission in cash and in the form of services and supplies 
acceptable to the Secretary-General, to be administered, as 
appropriate, in accordance with the procedure established 
by the General Assembly in its resolution 44/192 A of 
21 December 1989; 

15. Requests the Secretary-General to take all neces
sary action to ensure that the Advance Mission is admin
istered with a maximum of efficiency and economy. 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

46/220. Rationalization of the work of the Fifth Com
mittee: biennialization of the programme of 
work 

The General Assembly, 
Bearing in mind the increased workload of the Fifth 

Committee and the need to ensure that the Committee is 
able to fulfil its responsibilities, 

Recalling the previous established practice of the Fifth 
Committee to follow the biennial cycle in its programme 
of work, 

I. Adopts the biennial approach to the consideration of 
agenda items of the Fifth Committee, with the exception 
of those which are specifically mandated to be considered 
annually, as required, or on an ad hoc basis; 

2. Approves section I of the annex to the present reso
lution as the basis for the formulation of the biennial pro
gramme of work for the Fifth Committee, and decides to 
keep it under review; 

3. Also approves the biennial programme of work for 
the Fifth Committee for 1992-1993, as contained in section 
II of the annex to the present resolution; 
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4. Decides to conform requests for reports of the 
Secretary-General to be submitted to the Fifth Committee 
to the biennial programme of work for the Committee, 
except where the urgency of the subject-matter requires 
otherwise; 

5. Requests the subsidiary bodies reporting to the Fifth 
Committee to adjust their programme of work to conform 
to the biennial work programme for the Fifth Committee; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
Fifth Committee for consideration and approval each 
year a proposed biennial programme of work, taking 
into account relevant resolutions and decisions of the Gen
eral Assembly of that year; 

7. Notes that the success of the progress ofwork of the 
Fifth Committee also depends upon the timely submission 
of the reports by the Secretary-General and the relevant 
subsidiary bodies. 

ANNEX 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

I. PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR TilE FIFnl COMMITTEE 

A. Annual consideration 

I. Financial reports and audited financial statements, and reports of 
the Board of Auditors 

2. Programme budget of the United Nations 

3. Current financial crisis of the United Nations 

4. Financial emergency of the United Nations 

5. Pattern of conferences77 

6. Financing of the United Nations peace-keeping operations 

7. Appointments to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs and other ap
pointments 

8. Report of the Economic and Social Council 

B. Biennial consideration ill odd years18 

1. Proposed programme budget for the next biennium 

2. Joint Inspection Unit; in-depth consideration of annual reports79 

3. Administrative and budgetary aspects of the financing of the United 
Nations peace-keeping operations 

C. Bien11ial co11sideration i11 eve11 years78 

1. Review of the efficiency of the administrative and financial func
tioning of the United Nations 

2. Programme planning 

3. Administrative and budgetary coordination of the United Nations 
with the specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency 

4. Personnel questions80 

5. United Nations common system81 

6. United Nations pension system82 

D. Consideratio11 as required 

I. Scale of assessments for the apportionment of the expenses of the 
United Nations83 

II. BIENNIAL PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR THE FIFTH COMMITTEE 

FOR 1992-1993 

A. Programme ofworkfor 1992 

I. Financial reports and audited financial statements, and reports of 
the Board of Auditors 

2. Review of the efliciency of the administrative and financial func
tioning of the United Nations 

3. Programme budget for the biennium 1992-1993 

4. Programme planning 

5. Current financial crisis of the United Nations 

6. Financial emergency of the United Nations 

7. Administrative and budgetary coordination of the United Nations 
with the specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency 

8. Joint Inspection Unit 

9. Pallern of conferences 

10. Scale of assessments fOl the appol1ionmcnt of the expenses of the 
United Nations 

II. Personnel questions 

12. United Nations common system 

13. United Nations pension system 

14. Financing of the United Nations peace-keeping operations 

15. Report of the Economic and Social Council 

16. Appointments lo fill vacancies in subsidiary organs and other ap
pointments 

B. Programme of work for J99JS4 

I. Financial reports and audited financial statements, and reports of 
the Board of Auditors 

2. Programme budget for the biennium 1992-1993 

3. Proposed programme budget for the biennium 1994-1995 

4. Current financial crisis of the United Nations 

5. Financial emergency of the United Nations 

6. Joint Inspection Unit 

7. Pallem of conferences 

8. Seale of assessmenls for the apportionment of the expenses of the 
United Nations 

9. Financing of the United Nation> peace-keeping operations 

10. Administrative and budgetary aspects of the financing of the 
United Nations peace-keeping operations 

II. Report of the Economic and Social Counci I 

12. Appointments to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs and other ap
pointments 

46/221. Scale of assessments for the apportionment of 
the expenses of the United Nations 

A 

The General Assembly, 
Recogni::ing the obligations of Member States, under 

Article 17 of the Charter of the United Nations, to bear the 
expenses of the Organization as apportioned by the Gen
eral Assembly, 

Bearing in mind rule 160 of the rules of procedure of the 
General Assembly, 

l . Resolves that the scale of assessments for the con
tributions of Member States to the regular budget of the 
United Nations for the years 1992, 1993 and 1994 shall be 
as follows, unless a new scale is approved earlier by the 
General Assembly on the recommendation of the Commit
tee on Contributions, should the Committee, in accordance 
with its mandate and the rules of procedure of the Assem
bly, so recommend, on the basis of substantial changes in 
relative capacity to pay, taking into account, as appropri
ate, representations made by Member States and/or its on
going work on methodology as requested in resolution 
46/221 B below: 

Member Stal~ 

Afghanislan ..... . 
Albania 
Algeria 
Angola ......... . 
Antigua and Barbuda .... 

0.01 
0.01 
0.16 
0.01 
0.01 
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Member Stale 

Argentina ............................... . 
Australia ................................ . 
Austria .................................. . 
Bahamas ................................. . 
Bahrain............................... . .. 
Bangladesh .............................. . 
Barbados ................................ . 
Belarus .................................. . 
Belgium ................................ . 
Belize ................................... . 
Benin ................................... . 
Bhutan .................................. . 
Bolivia .................................. . 
Botswana ................................ . 
Ilrazil .................. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Brunei Darussalam ........................ . 
Bulgaria ................................. . 
Burkina Faso ............................. . 
Bunmdi ................................. . 
Cambodia ................................ . 
Cameroon ................................. . 
Canada .................................. . 
Cape Verde .............................. . 
Central African Republic. . ................. . 
Chad .................................... . 
Chile ................................... . 
China ................................... . 
Colombia ................................ . 
Comoros ................................ . 
Congo ................................... . 
Costa Rica ............................... . 
Cote d'Ivoire ............................ . 
Cuba .................................... . 
Cyprus .................................. . 
Czechoslovakia ........................... . 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea ....... . 
Denmark ................................ . 
Djibouti ................................. . 
Dominica .............................. . 
Dominican Republic ....................... . 
Ecuador ................................. . 
Egypt ................................... . 
El Salvador .............................. . 
Equatorial Guinea ......................... . 
Estonia .................................. . 
Ethiopia ................................. . 

Fiji ................. ·. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Finland .................................. . 
France .................................. . 
Gabon ................................... . 
Gambia .................................. . 
Gemmny ................................ . 
Ghana ................................... . 
Greece .................................. . 
Grenada ................................. . 
Guatemala ............................... . 
Guinea .................................. . 
Guinea-Bissau ............................ . 
Guyana .................................. . 
Haiti .................................... . 
Honduras ................................ . 
Hungary ................................. . 
!celand .................................. . 
India .................................... . 
Indonesia ............................... . 
Iran (Islamic Republic of) .................. . 
Iraq ..................................... . 
Ireland .................................. . 
Israel ................................... . 
Italy .................................... . 
Jamaica ................................. . 
Japan .................................. . 
Jordan ................................... . 
Kenya ................................... . 
Kuwait .................................. . 

Geueral Assembly-Forty-sixth Session 

Per cent 

0.57 
1.51 
0.75 
0.02 
0.03 
O.oi 
0.01 
0.31 
1.06 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
1.59 
O.o3 
0.13 
O.ot 
O.ot 
0.01 
0,01 
3.11 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.08 
0.77 
0.13 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.02 
0.09 
0.02 
0.55 
0.05 
0.65 
0.01 
0.01 
0.02 
0.03 
0.07 
0.01 
0.01 

8S 

0.01 
0.01 
0.57 
6.00 
0.02 
0.01 
8.93 
0.01 
0.35 
0.01 
0.02 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.18 
0.03 
0.36 
0.16 
0.77 
0.13 
0.18 
0.23 
4.29 
0.01 

12.45 
0.01 
0.01 
0.25 

Member Slat.-

Lao People's Democratic Republic ........... . 
Latvia .................................. . 
Lebanon 
Lesotho 
Liberia .................................. . 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya .................... . 
Liechtenstein . . . . . ....................... . 
Lithuania ............................. . 
Luxembourg ............................. . 
Madagascar . . . . . . ....................... . 
Malawi .................................. . 
Malaysia ................................ . 
Maldives ................................ . 
Mali ................................... . 
Malta ................................... . 
Marshall Islands .......................... . 
Mauritania ............................... . 
Mauritius ................................ . 
Mexico .................................. . 
Micronesia (Federated States of) ............. . 
Mongolia ............................... . 
Morocco ................................. . 
Mozambique .... 
Myanmar 
Namibia ....... . 
Nepa! 
Netherlands 
New Zealand ... . 
Nicaragua .... . 
Niger .. 
Nigeria. 
Norway 
Oman .. 
Pakistan 
Panama 
l'apua New Guinea ........................ . 
Paraguay ................................ . 

Peru ................. · ·. ·. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Philippines . . . . . . . ....................... . 
Poland . . ....................... . 
Portugal 
Qatar .................................. . 
Republic of Korea 
Romania ................................. . 
Rwanda ................................. . 
Saint Kitts and Nevis ...................... . 
Saint Lucia .............................. . 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines ............ . 
Samoa ................................. . 
Sao Tome and Principe .................... . 
Saudi A rabin . . . . . ....................... . 
Senegal ....................... . 
Seychelles ....................... . 
Sierra Leone ............................. . 
Singapore ...... . 
Solomon Islands ......................... . 
Somalia ....... . 
South Africa ............................. . 
Spain ................................... . 
Sri Lanka ................................ . 
Sudan ................................... . 
Suriname ................................ . 
Swaziland ............................... . 
Sweden ................................. . 
Syrian Arab Repuhl ic ...................... . 
Thailand.. . . . . . . . ..................... . 
Togo .................................... . 
Trinidad and Tobago ...................... . 
Tunisia .................................. . 
Turkey .................................. . 
Uganda .................................. . 
Ukraine ................................. . 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics .......... . 
United Amb Emirates ...................... . 

Per cent 

0.01 
8S 

0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.24 
0.01 
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0.06 
0.01 
0.01 
0.12 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.88 
0.01 
0.01 
O.Q3 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
1.50 
0.24 
0.01 
0.01 
0.20 
0.55 
0,03 
0.06 
0.02 
0.01 
0.02 
0.06 
0.07 
0.47 
0.20 
0.05 
0.69 
0.17 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.96 
0.01 
O.DI 
0.01 
0.12 
0.01 
0.01 
0.41 
1.98 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 
1.11 
0.04 
0.11 
0.01 
0.05 
0.03 
0.27 
0.01 
1.18 
9.41 
0.21 
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Member Stale 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland ................................ . 

United Republic of Tanzania ............... . 
United States of America ................... . 
Uruguay ................................ . 
Vanuatu ............................... --. 
Venezuela ............................... . 
VietNam ............................... . 
Yemen .................................. . 
Yugoslavia .............................. . 
Zaire ................................... . 
Zambia ................................. . 
Zimbabwe ............................... . 

TarAL 

2. Resolves also that: 

Per cent 

5.02 
0.01 

25.00 
0.04 
0.01 
0.49 
0.01 
0.01 
0.42 
0.01 
0.01 
0.01 

100.02 

(a) In accordance with rule 160 of the rules of proce
dure of the General Assembly, the scale of assessments 
given in paragraph l above shall be reviewed by the 
Committee on Contributions in 1994, or earlier as speci
fied in paragraph l above, when a report shall be submitted 
to the Assembly for consideration at its forty-ninth ses
sion; 

(b) For their year of admission, the Democratic Peo
ple's Republic of Korea, the Federated States of Microne
sia, the Republics of Korea and the Marshall Islands, which 
became States Members of the United Nations on 17 Sep
tember 1991, shall contribute at the rate of one ninth of 
0.05, 0.01, 0.69 and 0.01 per cent, respectively. For their 
year of admission, the Republics of Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania, which also became States Members of the 
United Nations on 17 September 1991, shall contribute 
at the rate of one ninth of the rates to be determined 
by the Committee on Contributions during its fifty-second 
session. The contributions of the Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea and the Republic of Korea shall be 
adjusted by one ninth of the flat fee paid for the participa
tion in United Nations activities as non-member States 
for 1991. The contributions of the new Member States 
shall be taken into account as miscellaneous income under 
regulation 5.2 (c) of the Financial Regulations of the 
United Nations; 

(c) The contributions of the new Member States for 
1991 and 1992 shall be applied to the same basis of assess
ment as for other Member States, except that, in the case 
of appropriations or apportionments approved by the Gen
eral Assembly for the financing of peace-keeping opera
tions, the contributions of those States, as determined by 
the group of contributors to which they may be assigned 
by the Assembly, shall be calculated in proportion to the 
calendar year; 

(d) The advances of the new Member States to the 
Working Capital Fund, under regulation 5.8 of the Finan
cial Regulations of the United Nations, shall be calculated 
by the application of the rates of assessment in effect for 
1992 to the authorized level of the Fund; the advances of 
the Federated States of Micronesia and the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands to the Working Capital Fund shall be 
added to the Fund pending the incorporation of the rates 
of assessment of these new Member States in a 100.00 per 
cent scale; 

(e) Notwithstanding the terms of regulation 5.5 of the 
Financial Regulations of the United Nations, the Secretary
General shall be empowered to accept, at his discretion and 
after consultation with the Chairman of the Committee on 

Contributions, a portion of the contributions of Member 
States for the calendar years 1992, 1993 and 1994 in cur
rencies other than United States dollars; 

(j) In accordance with regulation 5.9 of the Financial 
Regulations of the United Nations, States which are not 
members of the United Nations but which participate in 
certain of its activities shall be called upon to contribute 
towards the 1992, 1993 and 1994 expenses of the Organi
zation on the basis of the following rates: 

Non-mrmber Sidle P~r u"f 

Holy See . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01 
Monaco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01 
Nauru . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01 
San Marino . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0 I 
Switzerland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.16 
Tonga.................................... 0.01 

These rates represent the basis for the calculation of the 
flat annual fees to be charged to non-member States in ac
cordance with General Assembly resolution 44/197 B of 
21 December 1989. 

B 

The General Assembly, 

79th plenmy meeting 
20 December 1991 

Recalling all its previous resolutions on the scale of as
sessments, in particular resolutions 39/247 B of 12 April 
1985, 43/223 B of 21 December 1988 and 45/256 A and C 
of21 December 1990, 

llaving considered the report of the Committee on Con
tributions,86 

TaJ..ing note of the views expressed in the Fifth Commit
tee during the forty-sixth session,87 

Bearing in mind the difficult economic situation faced 
by many Member States, in particular the developing coun
tries and, among them, the least developed countries. 

Recalling that there is a need to keep under review the 
relationship between each of the elements and factors of 
the methodology, 

Recognizing that shorter statistical base periods better 
reflect the capacity to pay of Member States at the time of 
payment, 

Considering that long statistical base periods even out 
the fluctuation in individual rates of assessment resulting 
from abrupt or short-lived economic changes, 

Also considering that a close relationship exists between 
the length of the statistical base period and the scheme of 
limits, 

Recalling that the General Assembly requested the Com
mittee on Contributions in its resolution 45/256 A, para
graph 4 (a), to continue its work on the scheme of limits, 
with a view to reducing speedily any of its excessive dis
torting effects, 

Recognizing the importance of the uniform exchange 
rates in the conversion of national income in local currency 
into United States dollars, 

Recalling the need to base ad hoc adjustments to the ma
chine scale of assessments on the criteria endorsed by the 
General Assembly in its resolution 45/256 A, paragraph 3, 

I. Reaffirms that: 
(a) The capacity of Member States to pay is the funda

mental criterion for determining the scale of assessments; 
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(b) The scale of assessments should be deteamined on 
the basis of reliable, verifiable and comparable data; 

(c) The methodology for determining the scale of as
sessments should be simplified as far as possible with 
a view to making it more transparent and stable over 
time; 

2. Considers, in principle, in accordance with para
graph l above, that: 

(a) The scheme of limits should be phased out; 
(b) The low per capita income allowance foamula 

should be an integral and automatic adjustment mecha
nism; 

(c) Debt adjustment should be on the basis of reliable 
and verifiable data; 

3. Requests the Committee on Contributions, in the 
context of its ongoing work to review methodology, to pro
vide commentary, analysis and, as appropriate, recommen
dations on possible changes of the current methodology on 
the basis of the following elements, and to provide illus
trative scales thereon and to report accordingly to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session: 

(a) Ten-year statistical base period; 
(b) Unifoam exchange rates in accordance with these 

criteria: 

(i) Exchange rates obtained from the International 
Monetary Fund for all Member States which are 
members of the Fund; 

(ii) Exchange rates based on technical advice of the 
International Monetary Fund for States which are 
not members of the Fund; 

(iii) United Nations operational rates for Member 
States for which criteria (i) and (ii) are not appli
cable; 

(iv) The Committee on Contributions should provide 
detailed explanations for exchange rates not 
based on any of the criteria listed under (i) to (iii) 
above; 

(c) Debt-adjusted income as proposed by the Commit
tee on Contributions in paragraph 39 of its report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-fifth session;88 

(d) A low per capita income allowance foamula with a 
per capita income limit of the average world per capita in
come with a gradient of I 00 per cent; 

(e) A floor rate of 0.0 I per cent and a ceiling rate of 
25.00 per cent; 

(/) A method for phasing out the scheme of limits over 
two three-year scale periods which would also include pro
visions to avoid, to the extent possible, the allocation of 
additional points as a result thereof to developing coun
tries; 

4. Also requests the Committee on Contributions to 
examine ways and means to minimize, to the extent possi
ble, the allocation of additional points to developing coun
tries which were benefiting from the application of the 
scheme oflimits, in the first six years of the post-transition 
period; 

5. Decides that individual rates for the least developed 
countries should not exceed their present level, namely 
0.01 per cent; 

6. Requests the Committee on Contributions to use the 
criteria approved by the General Assembly in its resolution 

45/256 A, paragraph 3, for the ad hoc adjustment of the 
machine scale and to provide detailed infoamation on all 
decisions made in this regard, it being recognized that the 
continued existence of the ad hoc adjustment process de
pends on the availability of points provided voluntarily by 
Member States; 

7. Also requests the Committee on Contributions to 
continue its work on the improvement of the methodology 
for the preparation of future scales of assessments, in par
ticular with regard to: 

(a) The application of price-adjusted rates of ex
change; 

(b) Alternative income concepts; 
(c) The possible use of factors that take account of the 

situation of countries with economic characteristics such 
as those outlined in General Assembly resolution 43/223 
B, paragraph 3; 

(d) Man-made disasters; 
(e) Problems of refugee host countries 

and to report to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh 
session on its work in all these areas; 

8. Further requests the Committee on Contributions to 
include in its reports to the General Assembly full and de
tailed infoamation on the considerations underlying its de
cisions and recommendations; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Com
mittee on Contributions with the facilities it requires to 
carry out its work, including supplementary assistance, if 
necessary. 

c 
The General Assembly, 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

Recalling its resolution 45/256 C of 21 December 1990, 
I. Requests the Committee on Contributions to hold in-

foamation meetings at its regular sessions during which 
new scales of assessments are prepared; 

2. Requests the Secretariat to provide relevant infoama
tion and documentation at the disposal of the Committee 
on Contributions upon request by Member States. 

D 

The General Assembly 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

I. Requests the Committee on Contributions to ex
plore, as appropriate, means by which the existing meth
odology might be improved, taking into account the views 
expressed by delegations in the Fifth Committee, and to 
rep011 on their quantifiability to the General Assembly at 
its forty-eighth session; 

2. Also requests the Committee on Contributions to 
present alternative methodologies and to comment upon a 
model scale using a statistical base period of ten years, 
which would be arrived at by distributing average national 
income weighted by per capita national income, and whose 
calculation would be followed by the application of the ex
isting floor and ceiling rates to be examined at the forty
seventh session, and further requests the Committee to 
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consider, as appropriate, the question of transition from the 
current to an alternative methodology over a period of time 
in the event the General Assembly was to make such a de
cision. 

NOTEs 

79th plenary meeting 
20 December 1991 

I For the decisions adopted on the repotts of I he Fifth Committee, see 
sect. X.R7. 
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46/50. United Nations Programme of Assistance in 
the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider 
Appreciation of International Law 

frrst term ( 1990-1992) of the Decade, which is contained 
in the annex to resolution 45/40, 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling paragraph 13 of its resolution 44/28 of 4 De

cember 1989 and paragraph 1 of section IV of the annex 
to its resolution 45/40 of 28 November 1990, 

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the Sec
retary-General on the implementation of the United Na
tions Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study, 
Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International 
Law2 and the guidelines and recommendations on future 
implementation of the Programme within the framework 
of the United Nations Decade of International Law, which 
were adopted by the Advisory Committee on the Pro
gramme and are contained in section Ill of that report, 

Bearing in mind that the encouragement of the teaching, 
study, dissemination and wider appreciation of interna
tional law is one of the main objectives of the United Na
tions Decade of International Law. as declared in its reso
lution 44/23 of 17 November 1989 and further expanded 
in section IV of the programme for the activities for the 

281 

Considering that international law should occupy an ap
propriate place in the teaching of legal disciplines at all 
universities, 

Noting with appreciation the efforts made by States at 
the bilateral level to provide assistance in the teaching and 
study of international law, 

Convinced, nevertheless, that States and international 
organizations and institutions should be encouraged to give 
further support to the Programme and increase their activi
ties to promote the teaching, study, dissemination and 
wider appreciation of international law, in particular those 
activities which are of special benefit to persons from de
veloping countries, 

Reajjirming its resolutions 2464 (XXIII) of 20 Decem
ber 1968. 2550 (XXIV) of 12 December 1969, 2838 
(XX VI) of 18 December 1971, 3106 (XXVIII) of 12 De
cember 1973, 3502 (XXX) of 15 December 1975, 32/146 
of 16 December 1977. 36/108 of I 0 December 1981 and 
38/129 of 19 December 1983, in which it stated or recalled 
that in the conduct of the Programme it was desirable to 
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use as far as possible the resources and facilities made 
available by Member States, international organizations 
and others, as well as its resolutions 34/l44 of 17 Decem
ber 1979,40/66 of 11 December 1985,42/148 of7 Decem
ber 1987 and 44/28 of 4 December 1989 in which it ex
pressed or reaffirmed the hope that, in appointing lecturers 
for the seminars to be held within the framework of the 
fellowship programme in international law, sponsored 
jointly by the United Nations and the United Nations In
stitute for Training and Research, account would be taken 
ofthe need to secure representation of major legal systems 
and balance among various geographical regions, 

I. Approves the guidelines and recommendations con
tained in section III of the report of the Secretary-General,2 

and adopted by the Advisory Committee on the United 
Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study, 
Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International 
Law, in particular those designed to achieve the best pos
sible results in the administration of the Programme within 
a policy of maximum financial restraint; 

2. Authorizes the Secretary-General to carry out in 
1992 and 1993 the activities specified in his report, includ
ing the provision of: 

(a) A minimum of fifteen fellowships each in 1992 and 
1993, at the request of Governments of developing coun
tries; 

(b) A minimum of one scholarship each in 1992 and 
1993 under the Hamilton Shirley Amerasinghe Memorial 
Fellowship on the Law of the Sea, subject to the availabil
ity of new voluntary contributions made specifically to the 
fellowship fund; 

(c) Assistance in the form of a travel grant for one par
ticipant from each developing country, who will be invited 
to the regional courses to be organized in 1992 and 1993; 
and to finance the above activities from provisions in the 
regular budget, when appropriate, as well as from volun
tary financial contributions earmarked for each of the ac
tivities concerned, which would be received as a result of 
the requests set out in paragraphs 14, 15 and 16 below; 

3. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General 
for his constructive efforts to promote training and assist
ance in international law within the framework of the Pro
gramme in 1990 and 1991, in particular for the organiza
tion of the twenty-sixth3 and twenty-seventh4 sessions of 
the International Law Seminar, held at Geneva from 5 to 
22 June 1990 and 3 to 21 June 1991, respectively, and 
for the participation of the Office of Legal Affairs of 
the Secretariat and its Codification Division in the conduct 
of the fellowship programme in international law spon
sored jointly by the United Nations and the United 
Nations Institute for Training and Research, as well as for 
the activities related to the award of the Hamilton Shirley 
Amerasinghe Memorial Fellowship on the Law of the Sea; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to consider the rela
tive advantages of using available resources and voluntary 
contributions on regional, subregional or national courses 
as against courses organized within the United Nations 
system; 

5. Welcomes, in particular, the joint efforts described 
in the report of the Secretary-General, and undet1aken by 
the Codification Division of the Office of Legal Affairs 
and the secretariat of the Programme as well as by the In
ternational Court of Justice to publish in a single volume 

in all official languages of the Organization, and within the 
existing overall level of appropriations, the summaries of 
the Judgments and advisory opinions of the Court ( 1949-
1990) as provided by the Registry of the Court, and to up
date this publication in subsequent years; 

6. Invites interested States to consider the option of fi
nancing the translation and publication of the Judgments 
of the Court; 

7. Welcomes the efforts undertaken by the Office of 
Legal Affairs of the Secretariat to bring up to date the 
United Nations Treaty Series and the United Nations 
Juridical Yearbook; 

8. Expresses its appreciation to the United Nations In
stitute for Training and Research for its participation in the 
Programme, particularly for its efforts in the organization 
of regional courses and in the administration of the fellow
ship programme in international law jointly sponsored and 
conducted by the United Nations and the Institute; 

9. Expresses its appreciation to the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization for its 
participation in the Programme, and in particular for the 
publication of International Law: Achievements and Pros
pects, which constitutes an important effort to support the 
teaching, study, dissemination and wider appreciation of 
international law, and notes that as reflected in the report 
of the Secretary-General, it may be expected that any re
quest to translate and publish this work in Spanish or any 
other language would have a greater chance of being fa
vourably examined were it to be made on a regional basis; 

I 0. Also expresses its appreciation to the Government 
of Namibia for its willingness to co-sponsor the regional 
training and refresher course of the United Nations Insti
tute for Training and Research for southern African coun
tries, held at Windhoek from 12 to 22 February 1991; 

II. Further expresses its appreciation to the Hague 
Academy of International Law for the valuable contribu
tions it has made to the Programme by enabling interna
tional law fellows under the sponsorship of the United 
Nations and the United Nations Institute for Training and 
Research to attend its annual international law courses and 
by providing facilities for seminars organized under the 
fellowship programme in international law in conjunction 
with the Academy courses; 

12. Notes with appreciation the contributions made by 
the Hague Academy of International Law to the teaching, 
study, dissemination and wider appreciation of interna
tional law, and calls upon Member States and interested 
organizations to give favourable consideration to the ap
peal of the Academy for a continuation of, and, if possible, 
an increase in their financial contributions in order to en
able the Academy to carry on with the above-mentioned 
activities, in particular the summer courses, regional 
courses and programmes of the Centre for Studies andRe
search in International Law and International Relations; 

13. Urges all States, and relevant international organi
zations, whether regional or universal. to make all possible 
effo11s to implement the goals and caiTy out the activities 
contemplated in section IV of the programme for the ac
tivities for the fu·st term ( 1990-1992) of the United Nations 
Decade of International Law, dealing with the encourage
ment of the teaching, study, dissemination and wider ap
preciation of international law and contained in the annex 
to its resolution 45/40; 
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14. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to pub
licize the Programme and periodically to invite Member 
States, universities, philanthropic foundations and other in
terested national and international institutions and organi
zations, as well as individuals, to make voluntary contri
butions towards the fmancing of the Programme or 
otherwise to assist in its implementation and possible ex
pansion; 

15. Reiterates its request to Member States and to in
terested organizations and individuals to make voluntary 
contributions, inter alia, for the International Law Semi
nar, for the fellowship programme in international law 
sponsored jointly by the United Nations and the United Na
tions Institute for Training and Research and for the Ham
ilton Shirley Amerasinghe Memorial Fellowship on the 
Law of the Sea, and expresses its appreciation to those 
Member States, institutions and individuals which have 
made voluntary contributions for this purpose; 

16. Urges in particular all Governments to make vol
untary contributions with a view to covering the amount 
needed for the financing of the daily subsistence allowance 
for up to twenty-five participants in each regional course 
organized by the United Nations Institute for Training and 
Research, thus alleviating the burden on prospective host 
countries and making it possible for the Institute to con
tinue to organize the regional courses; 

17. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-eighth session on the imple
mentation of the Programme during 1992 and 1993 and, 
following consultations with the Advisory Committee on 
the United Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teach
ing, Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of In
ternational Law, to submit recommendations regarding the 
execution of the Programme in subsequent years; 

18. Decides to appoint twenty-five Member States, six 
from Africa, five from Asia, three from Eastern Europe, 
five from Latin America and the Caribbean and six from 
Western Europe and other States, as members of the Ad
visory Committee on the United Nations Programme of 
Assistance in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and 
Wider Appreciation of International Law, for a period of 
four years beginning on I January 1992;5 

19. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-eighth session the item entitled "United Nations Pro
gramme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study, Dissemina
tion and Wider Appreciation of International Law". 

67th plenaty meeting 
9 December 1991 

46/51. Measures to eliminate international terrorism 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3034 (XXVII) of 18 December 
1972,31/102 of 15 December 1976,32/147 of 16 Decem
ber 1977,34/145 of 17 December 1979,36/109 of 10 De
cember 1981,38/130 of 19 December 1983,40/61 of9 De
cember 1985,42/159 of7 December 1987 and 44/29 of4 
December 1989, 

Recalling also the recommendations of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on International Terrorism contained in its re
port to the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session,6 

Recalling fUrther the Declaration on Principles of Inter
national Law concerning Friendly Relations and Coopera
tion among States in accordance with the Charter of the 
United Nations/ the Declaration on the Strengthening of 
International Security,8 the Definition of Aggression9 and 
relevant instruments on international humanitarian law ap
plicable in armed conflict, 

Recalling moreover the existing international conven
tions relating to various aspects of the problem of interna
tional terrorism, inter alia, the Convention on Offences 
and Certain Other Acts Committed on Board Aircraft, 
signed at Tokyo on 14 September 1963,10 the Convention 
for the Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft, signed 
at The Hague on 16 December 1970,11 the Convention for 
the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of 
Civil Aviation, concluded at Montreal on 23 September 
1971,12 the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment 
of Crimes against Internationally Protected Persons, in
cluding Diplomatic Agents, adopted in New York on 14 
December 1973,13 the International Convention against the 
Taking of Hostages, adopted in New York on 17 December 
1979,14 the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nu
clear Material, adopted at Vienna on 3 March 1980, the 
Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts of Violence 
at Airports Serving International Civil Aviation, supple
mentary to the Convention for the Suppression of Un
lawful Acts against the Safety of Civil Aviation, signed at 
Montreal on 24 February 1988,15 the Convention for the 
Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Mari
time Navigation, done at Rome on 10 March 1988,16 the 
Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the 
Safety of Fixed Platforms located on the Continental Shelf, 
done at Rome on 10 March_ 1988,17 and the Convention on 
the Marking of Plastic Explosives for the Purpose of De
tection, done at Montreal on I March 1991,18 

Convinced that a policy of firmness and effective meas
ures should be taken in accordance with international law 
in order that all acts, methods and practices of international 
terrorism may be brought to an end, 

Bearing in mind Security Council resolution 63 8 ( 1989) 
of 3 I July 1989 on the taking of hostages, 

Deeply disturbed by the world-wide persistence of acts 
of international terrorism in all its forms, including those 
in which States are directly or indirectly involved, which 
endanger or take innocent lives, have a deleterious effect 
on international relations and may jeopardize the territorial 
integrity and security of States, 

Calling attention to the growing connection between ter
rorist groups and drug traffickers, 

Convinced of the importance of the observance by States 
of their obligations under the relevant international con
ventions to ensure that appropriate law enforcement meas
ures are taken in connection with the offences addressed in 
those conventions, 

Convinced also of the importance of expanding and im
proving international cooperation among States, on a bilat
eral, regional and multilateral basis, which will contribute 
to the elimination of acts of international terrorism and 
their underlying causes and to the prevention and elimina
tion of this criminal scourge, 

Convinced further that international cooperation in com
bating and preventing terrorism will contribute to the 



284 General Assembly-Forty-sixth Session 

strengthening of confidence among States, reduce tensions 
and create a better climate among them, 

Mindful of the need to enhance the role of the United 
Nations and the relevant specialized agencies in combating 
international terrorism, 

Mindful also of the necessity of maintaining and protect
ing the basic rights of, and guarantees for, the individual 
in accordance with the relevant international human rights 
instruments and generally accepted international standards, 

Reaffirming the principle of self-determination of peo
ples as enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations, 

Reaffirming also the inalienable right to self-determina
tion and independence of all peoples under colonial and 
racist regimes and other forms of alien domination and for
eign occupation, and upholding the legitimacy of their 
struggle, in particular the struggle of national liberation 
movements, in accordance with the purposes and princi
ples of the Charter and the Declaration on Principles of In
ternational Law concerning Friendly Relations and Coop
eration among States in accordance with the Charter of the 
United Nations, 

Noting the efforts and important achievements of the In
ternational Civil Aviation Organization and the Interna
tional Maritime Organization in promoting the security of 
international air and sea transport against acts of terrorism, 

Recognizing that the effectiveness of the struggle against 
terrorism could be enhanced by the establishment of a gen
erally agreed defir.ition of international terrorism, 

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General, 1
Q 

I. Once again unequivocally condemns, as criminal 
and unjustifiable, all acts, methods and practices of terror
ism wherever and by whomever committed, including 
those which jeopardize the friendly relations among States 
and their security; 

2. Deeply deplores the loss of human lives which re
sults from such acts of terrorism, as well as the pernicious 
impact of these acts on relations of cooperation among 
States; 

3. Calls upon all States to fulfil their obligations under 
international law to refrain from organizing, instigating, 
assisting or participating in terrorist acts in other States, or 
acquiescing in or encouraging activities within their terri
tory directed towards the commission of such acts; 

4. Urges all States to fulfil their obligations under in
ternational law and take effective and resolute measures for 
the speedy and final elimination of international terrorism 
and to that end, in particular: 

(a) To prevent the preparation and organization in their 
respective territories, for commission within or outside 
their territories, of terrorist and subversive acts directed 
against other States and their citizens; 

(b) To ensure the apprehension and prosecution or ex
tradition of perpetrators of terrorist acts; 

(c) To endeavour to conclude special agreements to 
that effect on a bilateral, regional and multilateral basis; 

(d) To cooperate with one another in exchanging rele
vant information concerning the prevention and combating 
of terrorism; 

(e) To take promptly all steps necessary to implement 
the existing international conventions on this subject to 
which they are parties, including the harmonization of their 
domestic legislation with those conventions: 

5. Appeals to all States that have not yet done so to 
consider becoming party to the international conventions 
relating to various aspects of international terrorism re
ferred to in the preamble to the present resolution; 

6. Urges all States, unilaterally and in cooperation with 
other States, as well as relevant United Nations organs, to 
contribute to the progressive elimination of the causes un
derlying international terrorism and to pay special attention 
to all situations, including colonialism, racism and situ
ations involving mass and flagrant violations of human 
rights and fundamental freedoms and those involving alien 
domination and foreign occupation, that may give rise to 
international terrorism and may endanger international 
peace and security; 

7. Firmly calls for the immediate and safe release of 
all hostages and abducted persons, wherever and by whom
ever they are being held; 

8. Calls upon all States to use their political influence 
in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and 
the principles of international law to secure the safe release 
of all hostages and abducted persons and to prevent the 
commission of acts of hostage-taking and abduction; 

9. Expresses concern at the growing and dangerous 
links between terrorist groups, drug traffickers and their 
paramilitary gangs, which have resorted to all types of vio
lence, thus endangering the constitutional order of States 
and violating basic human rights; 

I 0. Welcomes the efforts undertaken by the Interna
tional Civil Aviation Organization aimed at promoting uni
versal acceptance of, and strict compliance with, interna
tional air security conventions, and welcomes also the 
recent adoption of the Convention on the Marking of Plas
tic Explosives for the Purpose of Detection; 18 

11. Requests the other relevant specialized agencies 
and intergovernmental organizations, in particular the In
ternational Maritime Organization, the Universal Postal 
Union, the World Tourism Organization, the International 
Atomic Energy Agency and the United Nations Educa
tional, Scientifi,' and Cultural Organization, within their 
respective spheres of competence, to consider what further 
measures can usefully be taken to combat and eliminate 
terrorism; 

12. Requests the Secretary-General to continue seeking 
the views of Member States on international terrorism in 
all its aspects and on ways and means of combating it, in
cluding the convening at an appropriate time, under the 
auspices of the United Nations, of an international confer
ence to deal with international terrorism in the light of the 
proposal referred to in the penultimate preambular para
graph of resolution 44/29; 

13. Also requests the Secretary-General to seek the 
views of Member States on the proposals contained in his 
rep01i 1

Q or made during the debate on this item in the Sixth 
Committee,20 and on the ways and means of enhancing the 
role of the United Nations and the relevant specialized 
agencies in combating international terrorism; 

14. Further requests the Secretary-General to follow 
up, a'> appropriate, the implementation of the present reso
lution and to submit a report in this respect to the General 
Assembly at its forty-eighth session; 

15. Considers that nothing in the present rt.!solution 
could in any way prejudice the right to self-determination, 
freedom and independence, as derived from the Charter of 
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the United Nations, of peoples forcibly deprived of that 
right referred to in the Declaration of Principles of Inter
national Law concerning Friendly Relations and Coopera
tion among States in accordance with the Charter of the 
United Nations, particularly peoples under colonial and 
racist regimes or other forms of alien domination, or the 
right of these peoples to struggle legitimately to this end 
and to seek and receive support in accordance with the 
principles of the Charter, the above-mentioned Declaration 
and the relevant General Assembly resolutions, including 
the present resolution; 

16. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-eighth session an item entitled "Measures to elimi
nate international terrorism". 

67th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

46/52. Progressive development of the principles and 
norms of international law relating to the new 
international economic order 

The General Assembly, 
Bearing in mind that, in accordance with the Charter of 

the United Nations, the Assembly is called upon to initiate 
studies and make recommendations for the purpose of en
couraging the progressive development of international 
law and its codification, 

Recalling its resolutions 3 20 I (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) 
of I May 1974, containing the Declaration and the Pro
gramme of Action on the Establishment of a New Interna
tional Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 
1974, containing the Charter of Economic Rights and Du
ties of States, 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on de
velopment and international economic cooperation and 
35156 of 5 December 1980, the annex to which contains 
the International Development Strategy for the Third 
United Nations Development Decade, 

Recalling also its resolutions 34/150 of 17 December 
1979 and 35/166 of 15 December 1980, entitled "Consoli
dation and progressive development of the principles and 
norms of international economic law relating in particular 
to the legal aspects of the new international economic or
der", and its resolutions 3611 07 of I 0 December 1981, 
37/103 of 16 December 1982, 38/128 of 19 December 
1983, 39175 of 13 December 1984, 40/67 of II December 
1985,41173 of3 December 1986,421149 of7 December 
1987, 43/162 of 9 December 1988 and 44/30 of 4 Decem
ber 1989, entitled "Progressive development of the princi
ples and norms of international law relating to the new in
ternational economic order", 

Bearing in mind the urgent need to adopt measures to 
reactivate the process of international economic coopera
tion and the negotiations undertaken for that purpose par
ticularly in view of the economic difficulties encountered 
by the developing countries, 

Considering the close link that exists between the estab
lishment of a just and equitable international economic or
der and the existence of an appropriate legal framework, 

Bearing in mind that the analytical study2 1 submitted to 
the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth session by the 
United Nations Institute for Training and Research can 
constitute a valuable source of information. in common 

with the relevant resolutions adopted on this question by 
various United Nations organs, 

I. Considers that the impact on developing countries 
of the current international economic situation should be 
examined; 

2. Notes with appreciation the views and comments 
submitted by Governments pursuant to resolutions 40/67, 
41173,42/149, 43/162 and 44130;22 

3. Decides to establish a working group of the Sixth 
Committee to develop the principles and norms of interna
tional law relating to the new international economic order; 

4. Calls upon the Secretary-General to request Mem
ber States and competent international organizations to for
mulate their comments, in particular on the principles 
which they think might be given priority attention by the 
working group, and to include their comments in a report 
to be submitted to the General Assembly at its forty-eighth 
session; 

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-eighth session the item entitled "Progressive devel
opment of the principles and norms of international law 
relating to the new international economic order". 

67th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

46/53. United Nations Decade of International Law 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 44/23 of 17 November 1989 by 

which it declared the period 1990-1999 the United Nations 
Decade of International Law, 

Recalling also that the main purposes of the Decade, ac
cording to resolution 44/23, should be, inter alia: 

(a) To promote acceptance of and respect for the prin
ciples of international law; 

(b) To promote means and methods for the peaceful 
settlement of disputes between States, including resort to 
and full respect for the International Court of Justice; 

(c) To encourage the progressive development of inter
nationallaw and its coditication; 

(d) To encourage the teaching, study, dissemination 
and wider appreciation of international law, 

Recalling further its resolution 45/40 of 28 November 
1990, to which was annexed the programme for the activi
ties to be commenced during the frrst term ( 1990-1992) of 
the United Nations Decade of International Law, 

Expressing its appreciation for the report of the Secre
tary-General on the United Nations Decade oflnternational 
Law ,23 submitted pursuant to resolution 45/40, 

Recalling that the Sixth Committee established at the 
forty-fifth session the Working Group on the United Na
tions Decade oflnternational Law with a view to preparing 
generally acceptable recommendations on the programme 
of activities for the Decade, 

Noting that the Sixth Committee reconvened the Work
ing Group at the forty-sixth session to continue its work in 
accordance with resolution 45/40, 

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Sixth Committee 
and its Working Group on the United Nations Decade of 
International Law for their work at the current session and 
requests the Working Group to continue to work at the 
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forty-seventh session in accordance with its mandate and 
methods of work; 

2. Also expresses its appreciation to States and inter
national organizations and institutions that have under
taken activities in implementation of the programme for 
the first tenn (1990-1992) ofthe Decade, including spon
soring conferences on various subjects of international 
law; 

3. Invites all States and international organizations and 
institutions referred to in the programme to provide, update 
or supplement infonnation on activities they have under
taken in implementation of the programme, as appropriate, 
to the Secretary-General, as well as to submit their views 
on possible activities for the next tenn of the Decade; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to submit, on the ba
sis of such infonnation, a report to the General Assembly 
at its forty-seventh session on the implementation of the 
programme, together with views on possible activities for 
the next tenn of the Decade; 

5. Also requests the Secretary-General to supplement 
his report, as appropriate, with new infonnation on the ac
tivities of the United Nations relevant to the progressive 
development of international law and its codification and 
to submit it to the General Assembly on an annual basis; 

6. Encourages States to disseminate, as appropriate, 
information contained in the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral at the national level; 

7. Appeals to States, international organizations and 
non-governmental organizations working in this field and 
to the private sector to make financial contributions or con
tributions in kind for the purpose of facilitating the imple
mentation of the programme; 

8. Once again requests the Secretary-General to bring 
to the attention of States and international organizations 
and institutions working in the field of international law 
the programme annexed to resolution 45/40; 

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "United Nations 
Decade of International Law" .. 

67th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

46/54. Report of the International Law Commission 
on the work of its forty-third session 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the International Law 

Commission on the work of its forty-third session,24 

Emphasizing the need for the progressive development 
of international law and its codification in order to make it 
a more effective means of implementing the purposes and 
principles set forth in the Charter of the United Nations and 
in the Declaration on Principles of International Law con
cerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States 
in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations 7 and 
to give increased importance to its role in relations among 
States, 

Recognizing the importance of referring legal and draft
ing questions to the Sixth Committee, including topics that 
might be submitted to the International Law Commission, 
and of enabling the Sixth Committee and the Commision 

further to enhance their contribution to the progressive de
velopment of international law and its codification, 

Recalling the need to keep under review those topics of 
international law which, given their new or renewed inter
est for the international community, may be suitable for the 
progressive development and codification of international 
law and therefore may be included in the future programme 
of work of the International Law Commission. 

Recognizing the role of the International Law Commis
sion in the fulfilment of the objectives of the United Na
tions Decade of International Law, 

Taking note with appreciation of the section of the re
port of the International Law Commission concerning the 
question of the possible establishment of an international 
criminal jurisdiction25 and noting the debate in the Sixth 
Committee pertaining to this topic,26 

Considering that experience has demonstrated the use
fulness of structuring the debate on the report of the Inter
national Law Commission in the Sixth Committee in such 
a manner that conditions are provided for concentrated at
tention on each of the main topics dealt with in the report, 
and that this process is facilitated when the Commission 
indicates specific issues on which expressions of views by 
Governments are of particular interest for the continuation 
of its work, 

I. Takes note of the report of the International Law 
Commission on the work of its forty-third session;24 

2. F..xpresses its appreciation to the International Law 
Commission for the work accomplished at that session, in 
particular for the completion of the final draft articles on 
jurisdictional immunities of States and their property and 
the provisional draft articles on the law of the non-naviga
tional uses of international watercourses and on the draft 
Code of Crimes against the Peace and Security of Man
kind; 

3. Invites the International Law Commission, within 
the framework of the draft Code of Crimes against the 
Peace and Security of Mankind, to consider further and an
alyse the issues raised in its report on the work of its forty
second session27 concerning the question of an interna
tional criminal jurisdiction, including proposals for the 
establishment of an international criminal court or other in
ternational criminal trial mechanism in order to enable the 
General Assembly to provide guidance on the matter; 

4. Recommends that, taking into account the comments 
of Governments, whether in writing or expressed orally in 
debates in the General Assembly, the International Law 
Commission should continue its work on the topics in its 
current programme; 

5. Expresses its appreciation for the efforts of the In
ternational Law Commission to improve its procedures and 
methods of work; 

6. Requests the International Law Commission: 

(a) To consider thoroughly: 

(i) The planning of its activities and prograntme for 
the term of office of its members, bearing in mind 
the desirability of achieving as much progress as 
possible in the preparation of draft articles on spe
cific topics; 
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(ii) Its methods of work in all their aspects, including 
the possibility of dividing its annual session into 
two parts, bearing in mind that the staggering of 
the consideration of some topics might contribute, 
inter alia, to a more effective consideration of its 
report in the Sixth Committee; 

(b) To continue to pay special attention to indicating 
in its annual report, for each topic, those specific issues on 
which expressions of views by Governments, either in the 
Sixth Committee or in written form, would be of particular 
interest for the continuation of its work; 

7. Takes note of the comments of the Commission on 
the question of the duration of ito;; session, as presented in 
paragraph 338 of its report,24 and expresses the view that 
the requirements of the work for the progressive develop
ment of international law and its codification and the mag
nitude and complexity of the subjects on the agenda of the 
Commission make it desirable that the usual duration of its 
sessions be maintained; 

8. Reaffirms its previous decisions concerning the role 
of the Codification Division of the Office of Legal Affairs 
of the Secretariat and those concerning the summary 
records and other documentation of the International Law 
Commission; 

9. Draws the attention of Governments to the impor
tance, for the International Law Commission, of having 
their views on the draft articles on the law of the non
navigational uses of international watercourses and on the 
draft Code of Crimes against the Peace and Security of Man
kind, adopted on first reading by the Commission, and 
urges them to present in writing their comments and ob
servations by l January 1993, as requested by the Com
mission; 

I 0. Once again expresses the wish that seminars will 
continue to be held in conjunction with the sessions of the 
International Law Commission and that an increasing num
ber of participants from developing countries will be given 
the opportunity to attend those seminars, appeals to States 
that can do so to make the voluntary contributions that are 
urgently needed for the holding of the seminars, and ex
presses the hope that every effort will continue to be made 
by the Secretary-General, within existing resources, to pro
vide the seminars with adequate services, including inter
pretation, as required; 

11. Requests the Secretary-General to forward to the 
Internati.:>nal Law Commission, for its attention, the rec
ords of the debate on the report of the Commission at the 
forty-sixth session of the General Assembly, together with 
such written statements as delegations may circulate in 
conjunction with their oral statements, and to prepare and 
distribute a topical summary of the debate; 

12. Recommends the continuation of efforts to improve 
the ways in which the report of the International Law Com
mission is considered in the Sixth Committee, with a view 
to providing effective guidance for the Commission in its 
work; 

13. Also recommends that the debate on the report of 
the International Law Commission at the forty-seventh ses
sion of the General Assembly commence on 26 October 
1992. 

67th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

46/55. Consideration of the draft articles on jurisdic
tional immunitit~s of States and their property 

The General Assembly, 
Noting that the International Law Commission, taking 

into account the written comments of Governments as well 
as views expressed in debates in the Assembly, completed 
at its forty-third session the second reading of the draft articles 
on jurisdictional immunities of States and their property, 28 

Noting also that, as reflected in paragraph 25 of the re
port of the International Law Commission on the work of 
its forty-third session,28 the Commission decided to recom
mend that the General Assembly should convene an in
ternational conference of plenipotentiaries to examine the 
draft articles on jurisdictional immunities of States and 
their property prepared by the Commission and to conclude 
a convention on the subject, 

Mindful of Article 13, paragraph I (a), of the Charter 
of the United Nations, which provides that the General 
Assembly shall initiate studies and make recommen
dations for the purpose of encouraging the progressive 
development of international law and its codification, 

Believing that the successful codification and progres
sive development of the rules of international law govern
ing jurisdictional immunities of States and their property 
would assist in promoting and implementing the pur
poses and principles set forth in Articles I and 2 of the 
Chru1er, 

Recognizing the desirability of the conclusion of a con
vention on jurisdictional immunities of States and their 
property, 

Recognizing also the importance, for the successful 
completion of such a convention, of the promotion of gen
eral agreement, 

I. Expresses its appreciation to the International Law 
Commission for its valuable work on jurisdictional immu
nities of States and their property and to the special rap
porteurs for their contribution to this work; 

2. Invites States to submit, not later than I July 1992, 
their written comments and observations on the draft arti
cles adopted by the International Law Commission; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to circulate such 
comments and observations so as to facilitate a discussion 
on the subject at the forty-seventh session of the General 
Assembly: 

4. Decides to establish at its forty-seventh session an 
open-ended working group of the Sixth Committee to ex
amine, in the light of the written comments of Govern
ments, as well as views expressed in debates at the forty
sixth session of the Assembly: 

(a) Issues of substance arising out of the draft articles, 
in order to facilitate a successful conclusion of a conven
tion through the promotion of general agreement; 

(b) The question of the convening of an international 
conference, to be held in 1994 or subsequently, to conclude 
a convention on jurisdictional immunities of States and 
their property; 

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its fot1y-seventh session an item entitled "Convention on 
jurisdictional immunities of States and their property". 

67th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 
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46/56. Report of the United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law on the work of its 
twenty-fourth session 

A 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December 

1966, by which it created the United Nations Commission 
on International Trade Law with a mandate to further the 
progressive harmonization and unification of the law of in
ternational trade and in that respect to bear in mind the in
terests of all peoples, in particular those of developing 
countries, in the extensive development of international 
trade, as well as its resolutions 43/166 of 9 December 
1988,44/33 of 4 December 1989 and 45/42 of28 Novem
ber 1990, 

Reaffirming its conviction that the progressive harmoni
zation and unification of international trade law, in reduc
ing or removing legal obstacles to the flow of international 
trade, especially those affecting the developing countries, 
would significantly contribute to universal economic coop
eration among all States on a basis of equality, equity and 
common interest and to the elimination of discrimination 
in international trade and, thereby, to the well-being of all 
peoples, 

Having considered the report of the United Nations 
Commission on International Trade Law on the work of its 
twenty-fourth session,29 

Mindful of the valuable contribution to be rendered by 
the United Nations Commission on International Trade 
Law within the framework of the United Nations Decade 
of International Law, particularly as regards the dissemi
nation of international trade law, 

I. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the 
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law 
on the work of its twenty-fourth s~ssion; 

2. Takes note of the successful conclusion of the 
United Nations Conference on the Liability of Operators 
of Transport Terminals in International Trade, held at 
Vienna from 2 to 19 April 1991, which has resulted in the 
adoption of the United Nations Convention on the Liability 
of Operators of Transport Terminals in lntemational 
Trade;30 

3. Reaffirms the mandate of the Commission, as the 
core legal body within the United Nations system in the 
field of international trade law, to coordinate legal activi
ties in this field in order to avoid duplication of effort and 
to promote efficiency, consistency and coherence in the 
unification and harmonization of international trade law 
and, in this connection, recommends that the Commission, 
through its secretariat, should continue to maintain close 
cooperation with the other international organs and organi
zations, including regional organizations, active in the field 
of international trade law; 

4. Calls upon the Commission to continue to take ac
count, as appropriate, of the relevant provisions of the reso
lutions concerning the new international economic order, 
as adopted by the General Assembly at its sixth31 and sev
enth32 special sessions; 

5. Reaffirms the importance, in particular for develop
ing countries, of the work of the Commission concerned 
with training and assistance in the field of international 
trade law and the desirability for it to sponsor seminars and 

symposia to provide such training and assistance, and, in 
this connection: 

(a) Expresses its appreciation to the Commission for 
organizing the symposium on international trade law,33 

held in conjunction with the twenty-fourth session of the 
Commission, and the regional seminar on international 
trade law, held at Douala, Cameroon, in January 1991,34 

and to the Governments whose contributions enabled thr. 
symposium and the seminar to take place; 

(b) Invites Governments, the relevant United Nations 
organs, organizations, institutions and individuals to make 
voluntary contributions to the trust fund for the United Na
tions Commission on International Trade Law symposia 
and, where appropriate, to the financing of special projects, 
and otherwise to assist the secretariat of the Commission 
in financing and organizing seminars and symposia, in par
ticular in developing countries, and in the award of fellow
ships to candidates from developing countries to enable 
them to participate in such seminars and symposia; 

6. Commends the Commission on its decision to organ
ize, as a first step in the preparation of its programme of 
activities for the United Nations Decade of International 
Law, a Congress on International Trade Law during the last 
week of the twenty-fifth session of the Commission, to be 
held in New York from 4 to 22 May 1992,35 and expresses 
the hope that all States and interested international organi
zations will take the opportunity to send appropriate dele
gates to the Congress to consider accomplishments in the 
progressive unification and harmonization of international 
trade law during the past twenty-five years and the practi
cal needs that can be foreseen for the future; 

7. Repeats its invitation to those States which have not 
yet done so to consider signing, ratifying or acceding to 
the conventions elaborated under the auspices of the Com
mission. 

B 

The General Assembly, 

67th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

Recalling its resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December 
1966, by which it created the United Nations Commission 
on International Trade Law with a mandate to further the 
progressive harmonization and unification of the law of in
ternational trade and in that respect to bear in mind the in
terests of all peoples, in particular those of developing 
countries, in the extensive development of international 
trade, 

Reaj]irming the provision in resolution 2205 (XXI) that 
the representatives of members on the Commission shall 
be appointed by Member States in so far as possible from 
among persons of eminence in the field of the law of in
ternational trade, 

Recalling its resolution 3108 (XXVIII) of 12 December 
1973, by which it expanded the membership of the Com
mission to thirty-six States, to include nine African States, 
seven Asian States, five Eastern European States, six Latin 
American States and nine Western European and other 
States, so that it would be representative of the various 
geographic regions and the principal legal and economic 
systems of the world, 

Concerned about the relatively low incidence of expert 
representation from developing countries at sessions of the 
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Commission and particularly of its working groups during 
recent years, due in part to inadequate resources to finance 
the travel of such experts, 

Convinced that the fulfilment of the mandate of the 
Commission, in particular the preparation of universally 
acceptable legal texts, requires the active participation of 
representatives from all regions and the various legal and 
economic systems in an equitable manner, and that repre
sentatives need to have special expertise in the field of in
ternational trade law, in view ofthe complex and technical 
nature of the work of the Commission and its working 
groups, 

Bearing in mind the arrangements on reimbursement of 
travel expenses that exist for certain United Nations bod
ies, pursuant to section IX of its resolution 43/217 of 21 
December 1988, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
possible ways of assisting developing countries to attend 
meetings of the United Nations Commission on Interna
tional Trade Law;36 

2. Requests the Fifth Committee, in order to ensure full 
participation by all Member States, to consider granting 
travel assistance, within existing resources, to the least de
veloped countries that are members of the Commission, as 
well as, on an exceptional basis, to other developing coun
tries that are members of the Commission at their request, 
in consultation with the Secretary-General, to enable them 
to participate in the sessions of the Commission and its 
working groups; 

3. Recommends that the Commission rationalize the 
organization of its work and consider, in particular, the 
holding of consecutive meetings of its working groups; 

4. Req11ests the Secretary-General to submit a report on 
the implementation of the present resolution to the General 
Assembly at its forty-seventh session. 

67th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

46/57. Consideration of the draft articles on the status 
of the diplomatic courier and the diplomatic 
bag not accompanied by diplomatic courier 
and of the draft optional protocols thereto 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 44/36 of 4 December 1989, in 

which it noted that the International Law Commission, tak
ing into account the written comments of Governments and 
views expressed in debates in the Assembly, had com
pleted at its forty-frrst session the second reading of the 
draft articles on the status of the diplomatic courier and the 
diplomatic bag not accompanied by diplomatic courier and 
had also prepared a draft optional protocol on the status of 
the courier and the bag of special missions and a draft op
tional protocol on the status of the courier and the bag of 
international organizations of a universal character,37 

Recalling also its resolution 45/43 of 28 November 
1990, by which it decided that the informal consultations 
that were held at its forty-fifth session would be resumed 
at its forty-sixth session, 

I. Expresses its satisfaction at the useful informal con
sultations that were accordingly held at its forty-sixth ses
sion to study the draft articles on the status of the diplo-

matic courier and the diplomatic bag not accompanied by 
diplomatic courier and the draft optional protocols thereto, 
as well as the question of how to deal further with those 
draft instruments with a view to facilitating the reaching 
of a generally acceptable decision in the latter respect, and 
takes note of the report of the Vice-Chairman of the Sixth 
Committee who presided over those consultations; 38 

2. Decides that these informal consultations will be re
sumed at its forty-seventh session; 

3. Also decides to include in the provisional agenda of 
its forty-seventh session the item entitled "Consideration 
of the draft articles on the status of the diplomatic courier 
and the diplomatic bag not accompanied by diplomatic 
courier and of the draft optional protocols thereto". 

67th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

46/58. Report of the Special Committee on the Char
ter of the United Nations and on the Strength
ening of the Role of the Organization 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 3499 (XXX) of 15 December 
197 5, by which it established the Special Committee on the 
Charter of the United Nations and on the Strengthening of 
the Role of the Organization, and its relevant resolutions 
adopted at subsequent sessions,39 

Bearing in mind the reports of the Secretary-General on 
the work of the Organization submitted to the General As
sembly at its thirty-seventh,40 thirty-ninth,41 fortieth,42 

forty-first,43 forty-second.~4 forty-third,45 forty-fourth,46 

forty-fifth47 and forty-sixth48 sessions. as well as the views 
and comments expressed on them by Member States, 

Having considered the report of the Special Committee 
on the Charter of the United Nations and on the Strength
ening of the Role of the Organization on the work of its 
session held in 1991,49 

Expressing its satisfaction at the completion of the work 
on the draft Declaration on Fact-finding by the United Na
tions in the Field of the Maintenance oflnternational Peace 
and Security,50 

Mindful of the desirability of further work being done 
by the Special Committee in the fields of the maintenance 
of intemational peace and security and the peaceful settle
ment of disputes between States, 

Bearing in mind various proposals presented to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-sixth session aimed at strength
ening the role of the Organization and enhancing its effec
tiveness, 

I. Takes note of the report of the Special Committee 
on the Charter of the United Nations and on the Strength
ening of the Role of the Organization;49 

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General 
for the completion of the Handbook on the Peaceful Set
tlement of Disputes between States51 and requests him to 
publish and disseminate it widely in all the official lan
guages of the United Nations; 

3. Decides that the Special Committee will hold its 
next session from 3 to 21 February 1992, 
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4. Requests the Special Committee, at its session in 
1992, in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 5 
below: 

(a) To accord priority to the question of the mainte
nance of international peace and security in all its aspects 
in order to strengthen the role of the United Nations and, 
in this context, to consider the proposal on the enhance
ment of cooperation between the United Nations and re
gional organizations, as well as other specific proposals re
lating to the maintenance of international peace and 
security which might be submitted to the Special Commit
tee at its session in 1992; 

(b) To continue its work on the question of the peaceful 
settlement of disputes between States and, in this context: 

(i) To consider the proposal on United Nations rules 
for the conciliation of disputes between States; 

(ii) To consider other specific proposals relating to the 
question of the peaceful settlement of disputes be
tween States that might be submitted to the Special 
Committee at its session in 1992; 

(c) To consider various proposals with the aim of 
strengthening the role of the Organization and enhancing 
its effectiveness; 

5. Also requests the Special Committee to be mindful 
of the importance of reaching general agreement whenever 
that has significance for the outcome of its work; 

6. Decides that the Special Committee shall accept the 
participation of observers of Member States in its meet
ings, including those of its working group; 

7. Requests the Special Committee to submit a report 
on its work to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh 
session; 

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Report of the Spe
cial Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and 
on the Strengthening of the Role of the Organization". 

67th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

46/59. Declaration on Fact-finding by the United 
Nations in the Field of the Maintenance of 
International Peace and Security 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 43/170 of 9 December 1988, 
44/37 of 4 December 1989 and 45/44 of 28 November 
1990, 

Taking note of the report of the Special Committee on 
the Charter of the United Nations and on the Strengthening 
of the Role of the Organization,49 which met in New York 
from 4 to 22 February 1991 and completed a draft Decla
ration on Fact-finding by the United Nations in the Field 
of the Maintenance of International Peace and Security, 

Convinced that the adoption of the draft Declaration will 
contribute to strengthening the role of the United Nations 
and enhancing its effectiveness in maintaining interna
tional peace and security. 

Considering the need to ensure a wide dissemination of 
the text of the Declaration, 

Considering the Declaration to be an important and con
crete contribution of the Special Committee to the United 
Nations Decade of International Law, 

l. Approves the Declaration on Fact-finding by the 
United Nations in the Field of the Maintenance oflnterna
tional Peace and Security. the text of which is annexed to 
the present resolution; 

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Special Committee 
on the Charter of the United Nations and on the Strength
ening of the Role of the Organization for its important con
tribution to the elaboration of the text of the Declaration; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to inform the Gov
ernments of the State); Members of the United Nations or 
members of specialized agencies, and the Security Council, 
of the adoption of the Declaration; 

4. Urges that all efforts be made so that the Declaration 
becomes generally known and fully implemented. 

ANNEX 

67th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

Decluatlon on Fad-finding by ll1e UnllL'II Nations In the Field or 
tile Maintenance or lntl.'rnatlonal Peace and Security 

Tire General Assembly. 

Rem/ling the Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning 
Friendly Relations and Cooperation among States in accordance with the 
Charter of the United Nations,1the Manila Declaration on the Peaceful 
Settlement of International Disputes,52 the Dedaration on the Enhance· 
ment of the Effectiveness of the Principle of Refraining from the Threat 
or Use of Force in International Relations. 53 the Declaration on the Pre
vention and Removal of Disputes and Situations Which May Threaten In· 
temational Peace and Security and on the Role of the United Nations in 
this Field,S4 and their provisions regarding fact-finding, 

Emplwsizing that the ability of the United Nations to maintain interna
tional peace and security depends to a large extent on its acquiring detailed 
knowledge about the fact WII circumstances of any dispute or sitWltion, the 
continuance of which might threaten the maintenance of international 
peace and security (hereinafter, "disputes or situations"), 

Recognizing that the full usc and further improvement of the means for 
fact·tinding of the United Nations could contribute to the strengthening of 
the role of the United Nations in the maintenance of international peace 
and security and promote the peaceful settlement of disputes, as well as 
the prevention and removal of threats to peace, 

Desiring to encourage States to bear in mind the role that competent 
organs of the United Nations can play in aS<:ertaining the facts in relation 
to disputes or situations, 

Recognizit~g the particular usefulness of fact-finding missions that tbe 
competent United Nations organs may undertake in this respect, 

Bearing ill mind the experience and expertise acquired by the United 
Nations in the field of fact-finding missions, 

Rt•cogt~izing the need for States. in exercising their sovereignty, to co
operate with the relevant organs of the United Nations as regards fact-find
ir.g missions undertaken by them, 

Seeki11g to contribute to the effectiveness of the United Nations, with a 
view to enhancing mutual understanding, trust and stability in the world, 

Solemnly declares that: 

I. In performing their functions in relation to the maintenance of in
ternational peace and security, the competent organs of the United Nations 
should endeavour to have full knowledge of all relevant facts. To this end 
they should consider undertaking fact-finding activities. 

2. For the purpose of the present Declaration fact-finding means any 
activity designed to obtain detailed knowledge of the relevant facts of any 
dis1>ute or situation which the competent United Nations Ngans need in 
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order to exercise effectively their functions in relation to the maintenance 
of international peace and security. 

3. Fact-finding should be comprehensive, objective, impartial and 
timely. 

4. Unless a satisfactory knowledge of all relevant facts can be obtained 
through the use of the information-gathering capabilities of the Secretary
General or other existing means, the competent organ of the United 
Nations should consider resorting to a fact-finding mission. 

5. In deciding if and when to undertake such a mission, the competent 
United Nations organs should bear in mind that the sending of a fact-find
ing mission can signal the concern of the Organization and should con
tribute to building confidence and defusing the dispute or situation while 
avoiding any aggravation of it. 

6. The sending of a United Nations fact-finding mission to the territory 
of any State requires the prior consent of that State, subject to the relevant 
provisions of the Charter of the United Nations. 

II 

7. Fact-finding missions may be undertaken by the Security Council, 
the General Assembly and the Secretary-General, in the context of their 
respective responsibilities for the maintenance of international peace and 
security in accordance with the C barter. 

8. The Security Council should consider the possibility of undertaking 
fact-finding to discharge effectively its primary responsibility for the main
tenance of international peace and security in accordance with the Charter. 

9. The Security Council should, wherever appropriate, consider the 
possibility of providing in its resolutions for recourse to fact-finding. 

10. The General Assembly should consider the possibility of under
taking fact-finding for exercising effectively its responsibilities under the 
Charter for the maintenance of international peace and security. 

11. The General Assembly should, wherever appropriate, consider the 
possibility of providing for recourse to fact-finding in its resolutions rele
vant to the maintenance of international peace and security. 

12. The Secretary-General should pay special attention to using the 
United Nations fact-finding capabilities at an early stage in order lo con
tribute to the prevention of disputes and situations. 

13. The Secretary-General, on his own initiative or at the request of 
the States concerned, should consider undertaking a fact-finding mission 
when a dispute or a situation exists. 

14. The Secretary-General should prepare and update lists of experts 
in various fields who would be available for fact-finding missions. He 
should also maintain and develop, within existing resources, capabilities 
for mounting emergency fact-finding missions. 

15. The Security Council and the General Assembly should, in decid
ing to whom to entrust the conduct of a fact-finding mission, give prefer· 
ence to the Secretary-General, who may, inter alia, designate a special 
representative or a group of experts reporting to him. Resort to an ad hoc 
subsidiary body of the Security Council or the General Assembly may also 
be considered. 

16. In considering the possibility of undertaking a fact-finding mis
sion, the competent United Nations organ should bear in mind other rele
vant fact-finding efforts, including those undertaken by the States 
concerned and in the framework of regional arrangements or agencies. 

17. The decision by the competent United Nations organ to undertake 
fact-finding should always contain a clear mandate for the fact-finding 
mission and precise requirements to be met by its report. The report should 
be limited to a presentation of findings of a factual nature. 

18. Any request by a State to a competent organ of the United Nations 
for the sending of a United Nations fact-finding mission to its territory 
should be considered without undue delay. 

Ill 

19. Any request by a competent organ of the United Nations for the 
consent of a State to receive a fact-finding mission within its territory 
should be given timely consideration by that State. That State should in
form the organ of its decision without delay. 

20. In the event a State decides not to admit a United Nations fact
finding mission to its territory, it should, if it deems it appropriate, indicate 
the reasons for its decision. It should also keep the possibility of admitting 
the fact-finding mission under review. 

21. States should endeavour to follow a policy of admitting United 
Nations fact-finding missions to their territory. 

22. States should cooperate with United Nations fact-finding missions 
and give them, within the limits of their capabilities, the full and prompt 
assistance necessary for the exercise of their functions and the fulfilment 
of their mandate. 

23. Fact-finding missions should be accorded all immunities and fa
cilities needed for discharging their mandate, in particular full confidenti
ality in their work and access to nil relevant places and persons, it being 
understood that no harmful consequences will result to these persons. Fact· 
finding missions have an obligation to respect the laws and regulations of 
the State in which they exercise their functions; such laws and regulations 
should not however be applied in such a way as to hinder missions in the 
proper discharge of their functions. 

24. The members of fact-finding missions, as a minimum, enjoy the 
privileges and immunities accorded to experts on missions by the Conven
tion on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations. Without 
prejudice to their privileges and immunities, members of fact-finding mis
sions have an obligation to respect the laws and regulations of the State 
in the territory in which they exercise their functions. 

25. Fact-finding missions have an obligation to act in strict conformity 
with their mandate and perform their task in an impartial way. Their mem
bers have an obligation not to seek or receive instructions from any Gov
ernment or from any authority other than the competent United Nations 
organ. They should keep the information acquired in discharging their 
mandate confidential even after the mission has fulfilled its task. 

26. The States directly concerned should be given an opportunity, at 
all stages of the fact-finding process, to express their views in respect of 
the facts the fact-finding mission has been entrusted to obtain. When 
the results of fact-finding are to be made public, the views expressed 
by the States directly concerned should, if they so wish, also be made 
public. 

27. Whenever fact-finding includes hearings, appropriate rules of pro
cedure should ensure their fairness. 

IV 

28. The Secretary-General should monitor the state of international 
peace and security regularly and systematically in order to provide early 
warning of disputes or situations which might threaten international peace 
and security. The Secretary-General may bring relevant information to the 
attention of the Security Council and, where appropriate, of the General 
Assembly. 

29. To this end, the Secretary-General should make full use of the in
formation-gathering capabilities of the Secretariat and keep under review 
the improvement of these capabilities. 

v 
30. The sending of a United Nations fact-finding mission is without 

prejudice to the use by the States concerned of inquiry or any similar pro
cedure or of any means of peaceful settlement of disputes agreed by them. 

31. Nothing in the present Declaration is to be construed as prejudicing 
in any manner the provisions of the Charter. 

46/60. Report of the Committee on Relations with the 
Host Country 

The General Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Committee on 

Relations with the Host Country,ss 
Recalling Article 105 of the Charter of the United 

Nations, the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities 
of the United Nationss6 and the Agreement between the 
United Nations and the United States of America regarding 
the Headquarters of the United Nationss7 and the responsi
bilities of the host country, 

Recognizing that effective measures should continue to 
be taken by the competent authorities of the host country, 
in particular to prevent any acts violating the security of 
missions and the safety of their personnel, 
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Welcoming the increased interest shown by Member 
States in participating in the work of the Committee, 

I. Endorses the recommendations and conclusions of 
the Committee on Relations with the Host Country con
tained in paragraph 76 of its report;55 

2. Considers that the maintenance of appropriate con
ditions for the normal work of the delegations and the mis
sions accredited to the United Nations is in the interests of 
the United Nations and all Member States, and expresses 
the hope that the host country will continue to take all 
measures necessary to prevent any interference with the 
functioning of missions; 

3. Expresses its appreciation for the efforts made by 
the host country and hopes that outstanding problems 
raised at the meetings of the Committee will be duly re
solved in a spirit of cooperation and in accordance with 
international law; 

4. Urges the host country, in the light of the considera
tion by the Committee of travel regulations issued by the 
host country, to continue to bear in mind its obligations to 
facilitate the functioning of the United Nations and the 
missions accredited to it; 

5. Stresses the importance of a positive perception of 
the work of the United Nations, and urges that efforts be 
continued to build up public awareness by explaining, 
through all available means, the importance of the role 
played by the United Nations and the missions accredited 
to it in the strengthening of international peace and secu
rity; 

6. Requests the Secretary-General to remain actively 
engaged in all aspects of the relations of the United Nations 
with the host country; 

7. Requests the Committee to continue its work, in 
conformity with General Assembly resolution 2819 
(XXVI) of 15 December 1971; 

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Report of the Com
mittee on Relations with the Host Country". 

67th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

46/61. Additional protocol on consular functions to 
the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations 

The General Assembly, 
Recalling its resolution 45/47 of 28 November 1990, 
Taking note with appreciation of the report of the 

Secretary-General58 containing the replies received from 
Member States and other States parties to the Vienna Con
vention on Consular Relations 59 concerning an additional 
protocol on consular functions to that Convention, 

1. Decides to hold informal consultations during its 
forty-seventh session to examine the proposal concerning 
an additional protocol on consular functions to the Vienna 
Convention on Consular Relations, particularly in the light 
of the views of States reflected in the report of the Secre
tary-General or expressed during the debate on this ques
tion in the Sixth Committee;60 

2. Invites Member States as well as other States parties 
to the Convention to submit their views on this question to 
the Secretary-General in accordance with paragraph 3 of 
resolution 45/47; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session a further 
report containing the replies received under paragraph 2 
above; 

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Additional proto
col on consular functions to the Vienna Convention on 
Consular Relations". 

67th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

46/62. Development and strengthening of good
neighbourliness between States 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling that, in the Preamble to the Charter of the 
United Nations, living together in peace with one another 
as good neighbours is one of the means by which the ends 
of the United Nations are to be achieved, 

Recalling the Declaration on Principles of International 
Law concerning Friendly Relations and Cooperation 
among States in accordance with the Charter of the United 
Nations, approved by its resolution 2625 (XXV) of24 Oc
tober 1970, 

Considering that the great changes of a political, eco
nomic and social nature, as well as the scientific and tech
nological advances that have taken place in the world and 
led to unprecedented interdependence of nations, have 
given new dimensions to good-neighbourliness in the con
duct of States and increased the need to develop and 
strengthen it, 

Bearing in mind that good-neighbourliness should con
tinue to be taken into account by United Nations bodies in 
their efforts to promote and strengthen the rule of law, 

I. Reaffirms that, by acting as good neighbours, States 
can help to ensure that the ends for which the United Na
tions was established are achieved; 

2. Emphasizes that States should act as good neigh
bours whether or not they are contiguous; 

3. Calls upon all States to keep in mind the need to act 
as good neighbours both in their dealings with other States 
and when taking decisions that could affect them; 

4. Expresses the conviction that good-neighbourliness 
is best fostered by each State respecting the rule of law in 
its international relations, and by practical measures de
signed to promote good relations with other States; 

5. Decides that the question of development and 
strengthening of good-neighbourliness between States 
should continue to guide States as a goal to be pursued in 
their consideration ofthe issues before the United Nations, 
and notes that it could be considered in the future. 

Nares 

67th plenary meeting 
9 December 1991 

I For the decisions adopted on the reports of the Sixth Committee. see 
sect. X.B.8. 

2 A/46/61 0 and Corr.l. 
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46/301. Appointment of the members of the Credentials Committee 

At its I st plenary meeting, on 17 September 1991, the General Assembly, in 
accordance with rule 28 of its rules of procedure, appointed the following nine States 
members of the Credentials Committee: BELGIUM, BELIZE, CHILE, CHINA, LESOTIIO, 
SINGAPORE, TOGO, UNION OF SOVIE'l' SOCIALIST REPUBLICS and UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA. 

46/302. Election of the President of the General Assembly2 

At its 1st plenary meeting, on 17 September 1991, the General Assembly, in ac
cordance with Article 21 of the Charter of the United Nations and rule 31 of the rules 
of procedure of the Assembly, elected Mr. Samir SHIHABI (Saudi Arabia) President of 
the General Assembly. 

46/303. Election of the Chairmen of the Main Committees2 

On 17 September 1991, the seven Main Committees of the General Assembly held 
meetings, in accordance with rule 103 of the rules of procedure of the Assembly, for 
the purpose of electing their Chairmen. 

At the 2nd plenary meeting, on 17 September 1991, the President of the General 
Assembly announced that the following persons had been elected Chairmen of the Main 
Committees: 

First Committee: Mr. Robert MROZIEWICZ (Poland), 
Special Political Committee: Mr. Nitya PIBULSONGGRAM (Thailand), 
Second Committee: Mr. John 0. BURKE (Ireland), 

Third Committee: Mr. Mohammad Hussain AL-SHAALI (United Arab Emirates), 

Fourth Committee: Mr. Charles S. FLEMMING (Saint Lucia), 
Fifth Committee: Mr. Ali Sunni MUNTASSER (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya), 
Sixth Committee: Mr. Pedro Comissario AFONSO (Mozambique). 

46/304. Election of the Vice-Presidents of the General Assemblyl 

At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 17 September 1991, the General Assembly, in ac
cordance with paragraphs 2 and 3 of the annex to its resolution 33113 8 of 19 December 
1978, elected the repre::;entatives of the following twenty-one States Vice-Presidents of 
the General Assembly: AusTRALIA, BELIZE, BoTSWANA, CHINA, ECUADOR, FRANCE, 
GUINEA, HONDURAS, ITALY, MALAYSIA, MYANMAR, OMAN, QATAR. TOGO, TuNISIA, 
UKRAINE, UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, UNITED K.JNGDOM OF GREAT BRIT
AIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND, UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA, UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA and ZAIRE. 

Page 

319 

319 

319 

319 



X. Decisions 

46/305. Election of five non-permanent members of the Security Council 

At its 32nd plenary meeting, on 16 October 1991, the General Assembly, in ac
cordance with Article 23 of the Charter of the United Nations and rule 142 of the rules 
of procedure of the Assembly, elected CAPE VERDE, HUNGARY, JAPAN, MOROCCO and 
VENEZUELA non-permanent members of the Security Council for a two-year term of 
office beginning on I January 1992 to fill the vacancies occurring on the expiration of 
the terms of office of COTE D'IVOIRE, CUBA, ROMANIA, YEMEN and ZAIRE. 

As a result, the Security Council is composed of the following States: AUSTRIA,* 
BELGIUM,* CAPE VERDE,** CHINA, ECUADOR,* FRANCE, HUNGARY,** INDIA,* JA
PAN,** MOROCCO,** UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, UNITED KINGDOM OF 
GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND, UNITED STATES OF AMERlCA, VENEZUELA** 
and ZIMBABWE.* 

• Tenn of office expires on 31 December 1992. 
•• Term of office expires on 31 December 1993. 

46/306. Election of twenty-nine members of the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Environment Programme 

At its 35th plenary meeting, on 22 October 1991, the General Assembly, pursuant 
to its decision 43/406 of24 October 1988, elected AUSTRALIA, BANGLADESH, BHU
TAN, BOTSWANA, CMfEROON, CHILE, COLOMBIA, the CONGO, COTE D'IVOIRE, CZECH
OSLOVAKIA, DENMARK, GUYANA, INDIA, IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF), ITALY, KENYA, 
MALAYSIA, MEXICO, the NETHERLANDS, NIGERIA, PAKISTAN, POLAND, PORTUGAL, Ro
MANIA, RWANDA, SENEGAL, SRI LANKA, the UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRJTAIN AND 
NORTIIERN IRELAND and URUGUAY members of the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Environment Programme for a four-year tetm of office beginning on I January 
1992 to fill the vacancies occurring on the expiration of the term of office on 31 De
cember 1991 of BANGLADESH, BOTSWANA, BULGARIA, CANADA, CHILE, CoLOMBIA, 
COSTA RICA, COTE D'IVOIRE, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, FINLAND, GUYANA, INDIA, JORDAN, 
KENYA, the LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA, MALTA, MEXICO, the NETHERLANDS. OMAN, 
PAKISTAN, POLAND, RWANDA, SAUDI ARABIA, SRI LANKA, the SUDAN, TOGO, TURKEY, 
UGANDA and the UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND. 

As a result, the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme 
is composed as follows: ARGENTINA,* AUSTRALIA,** AUSTRIA,* BANGLADESH,** BAR
BADOS,* BHUTAN,** BOTSWANA,** BRAZIL,* BURUNDI,* CAMEROON,** CHILE,** 
CHINA,* COLOMBIA,** CONGO,** COTE D'IVOIRE,** CZECHOSLOVAKIA,** DEN
MARK,** FRANCE,* GABON,* GAMBIA,* GERMANY,* GUYANA,** INDIA,** INDONESIA,* 
IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF),** ITALY,** JAPAN,* KENYA,** KUWAIT,* LESOTHO,* 
MALAYSIA,** MAURITIUS,* MEXICO,** NETHERLANDS,** NEW ZEALAND,* NIGERIA,** 
NORWAY,* PAKISTAN,** PERU,* PHILIPPINES,* POLAND,** PORTUGAL,** ROMANIA,** 
RWANDA,** SENEGAL,** SPAIN,* SRI LANKA,** THAILAND,* TUNISIA,* UKRAINE,* 
UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS,* UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRJTAIN AND 
NORTHERN IRELAND,** UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,* URUGUAY,** VENEZUELA,* 
YUGOSLAVIA,* ZAIRP and ZIMBABWE.• 

• Term of office expires on 31 December 1993. 
•• Term of office expires on 31 December 1995. 

46/307. Election of twelve members of the World Food Council 

At its 36th plenary meeting, on 24 October 1991, the General Assembly, on the 
basis of the nominations by the Economic and Social CounciP and in accordance with 
paragraph 8 of its resolution 3348 (XXIX) of 17 December 1974, elected ALBANIA, 
AUSTRALIA, the CENTRAL AFRlCAN REPUBLIC, GERMANY, GUATEMALA, HONDURAS, 
INDONESIA, NICARAGUA, SWAZILAND, THAILAND, UGANDA and the UNION OF SOVIET 
SociALIST REPUBLICS members of the World Food Council for a three-year term of 
office beginning on 1 January 1992 to fill the vacancies occurring on the expiration of 
the terms of office of AUSTRALIA, CAI'E VERDE, CYI'RUS, ECUADOR, GERMANY, GUA
TEMALA, NIGER, PARAGUAY, the SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC, the UNION OF SOVIET SO
CIALIST REPUBLICS, YUGOSLAVIA and ZIMBABWE. 

As a result, the World Food Council is composed of the following thirty-six States: 
ALBANIA,*** ARGENTINA,* AUSTRALIA,*** BANGLADESH,** BULGARIA,** BURUNDI,* 
CANADA,** CENTRAL AFRJCAN REPUBLIC,*** CHINA,** COLOMBIA,** DENMARK,* 
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EGYPT,* FRANCE,* GAMBIA,** GERMANY,*** GUATEMALA,*** HONDURAS,*** HUN
GARY,• INDONESIA,*** IRAN, (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF),* ITALY,* JAPAN,* KENYA,** LE
SOTHO,** MEXICO,** NEPAL,** NICARAGUA,*** PERU,* RWANDA,* SWAZILAND,*** 
THAILAND,*** TURKEY,** UGANDA,*** UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS,*** 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA** and YEMEN.* 

• Term of office expires on 31 December 1992. 
•• Term of office expires on 31 December 1993. 
•• • Term of office expires on 31 December 1994. 

46/308. Election of seven members of the Committee for Programme and 
Coordination 

At its 36th plenary meeting, on 24 October 1991, the General Assembly, on the 
basis of nominations by the Economic and Social Council4 and in accordance with the 
annex to Council resolution 2008 (LX) of 14 May 1976 and paragraph I of Council 
resolution 1987/94 of 4 December 1987, elected the BAHAMAS, FRANCE, GHANA, the 
UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, the UNITED StATES OF AMERICA, URUGUAY 
and ZAMBIA members of the Committee for Programme and Coordination for a three
year term of office beginning on I January 1992 to fill the vacancies occurring on 
the expiration of the terms of office of the BAHAMAS, BENIN, FRANCE, the UNION 
OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, VENEZUELA and 
ZAMBIA. 

As a result, the Committee for Programme and Coordination is composed of the 
following thirty-four States: ALGERIA,* ARGENTINA,* BAHAMAS,*** BRAZIL,** BUL
GARIA,** BURUNDI,** CAMEROON,* CHILE,** CHINA,* COLOMBIA,** CONGO,** 
FRANCE,*** GERMANY,** GHANA,*** INDIA,** INDONESIA,** IRAQ,** ITALY,** 
JAPAN,** MOROCCO,** NETHERLANDS,** NIGERIA,** NORWAY,** PAKISTAN,** 
POLAND,** SRI LANKA,* TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO,** UGANDA,** UKRAINE,** UNION 
OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS,*** UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN 
AND NORTHERN IRELAND,** UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,*** URUGUAY*** and 
ZAMBIA.*** 

• Term of office expires on 31 December 1992. 
•• Term of office expires on 31 December 1993. 
••• Term of office expires oo 31 December 1994. 

46/309. Election of nineteen members of the United Nations Commission on Inter
national Trade Law 

At its 39th plenary meeting, on 4 November 1991, the General Assembly, in accord
ance with section II, paragraphs I to 3, of its resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 December 
1966, as amended by paragraph 8 of its resolution 3108 (XXVIII) of 12 December 1973 
and by paragraph 10 (b) of its resolution 31/99 of 15 December 1976, elected ARGEN
TINA, AUSTRIA, CHILE, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, ECUADOR, HUNGARY, INDIA, IRAN (ISLAMIC 
REPUBLIC OF), ITALY, KENYA, POLAND, SAUDI ARABIA, SPAIN, the SUDAN, THAILAND, 
UGANDA, the UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA, the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA and 
URUGUAY members of the United Nations Commission on Intemational Trade Law for 
a six-year tenn of office beginning on 4 May 1992 to fill the vacancies occurring on the 
expiration of the terms of office of ARGENTINA, CHILE, CUBA, CYPRUS, CZECHOSLOVA
KIA, HUNGARY, INDIA, IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF), IRAQ, ITALY, KENYA, LESOTHO, 
the LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA, the NETHERLANDS, SIERRA LEONE, SPAIN, the UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, URUGUAY and YUGOSLAVIA. 

As a result, the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law is com
posed of the following States: ARGENTINA,** AUSTRIA,** BULGARIA,* CAMEROON,* 
CANADA,* CHILE,** CHINA,* COSTA RICA,* CZECHOSLOVAKIA,** DENMARK,* ECUA
DOR,** EGYPT,* FRANCE,* GERMANY,* HUNGARY,** INDIA,** IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUB
LIC OF),** ITALY,** JAPAN,* KENYA,** MEXICO,* MOROCCO,* NIGERIA,* POLAND,** 
SAUDI ARABIA,** SINGAPORE,* SPAIN,** SUDAN.** THAILAND,** TOGO,* UGANDA,** 
UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS,* UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND 
NORTHERN IRELAND,* UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA,** UNITED STATES OF AMER
ICA** and URUGUAY.** 

• Term of office expires on the last day prior to the beginning of the twenty-eighth session of the 
Commission, in 1995. 

•• Term of office expires on the last day prior to the beginning of the thirty-first session, in 1998. 
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46/310. Election of eighteen members of the Economic and Social Council 

At its 40th plenary meeting, on 4 November 1991, the General Assembly, in ac
cordance with Article 61 of the Charter of the United Nations and rule 145 of the rules 
of procedure of the Assembly, elected ANGOLA, AUSTRALIA, BANGLADESH, BELARUS, 
BELGIUM, BENIN, BRAZIL, COLOMBIA, ETHIOPIA, INDIA, ITALY, KUWAIT, MADAGAS
CAR, the PHILIPPINES, POLAND, SURINAME, SWAZILAND and the UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA members of the Economic and Social Council for a three-year term of office 
beginning on I January 1992 to fill the vacancies occurring on the expiration of the 
terms of office of the BAHAMAS, BRAZIL, CAMEROON, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, INDONESIA, 
IRAQ, ITALY, JORDAN, KENYA, the NETHERLANDS, NEW ZEALAND, NICARAGUA, the 
NIGER, THAILAND, TuNISIA, UKRAINE, the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA and ZAMBIA. 

As a result, the Economic and Social Council is composed of the following fifty
four States: ALGERIA,* ANGOLA,*** ARGENTINA,** AUSTRALIA,*** AUSTRIA,** BAH
RAIN,* BANGLADESH,*** BELARUS,*** BELGIUM,*** BENIN,*** BOTSWANA,** BRA
ZIL,*** BULGARIA,* BURKINA FASO,* CANADA,* CHILE,** CHINA,* COLOMBIA,*** 
ECUADOR,* ETHIOPIA,*** FINLAND,* FRANCE,** GERMANY,** GUINEA,** INDIA,*** 
IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF),* ITALY,*** JAMAICA,* JAPAN,** KUWAIT,*** MADA
GASCAR,*** MALAYSIA,** MEXICO,* MOROCCO,** PAKISTAN,* PERU,** PHILIP
PINES,*** POLAND,*** ROMANIA,* RWANDA,* SOMALIA,** SPAIN,** SURINAME,*** 
SWAZILAND,*** SWEDEN,* SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC,** TOGO,** TRINIDAD AND To
BAGO,** TuRKEY,** UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS,* UNITED KINGDOM OF 
GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND,* UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,*** YUGO
SLAVIA** and ZAIRE.* 

• Term of office expires on 31 December 1992. 
**Term of office expires on 31 December 1993. 
*** Term of office expires on 31 December 1994. 

46/311. Appointment of the members of the Consultative Committee on the United 
Nations Development Fund for Women 

A 

At its 45th plenary meeting, on 13 November 1991, the General Assembly took 
note of the appointment by its President of DENMARK and UGANDA as members of the 
Consultative Committee on the United Nations Development Fund for Women for a 
three-year term of office beginning on I January 1992. 

B 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the General Assembly took 
note of the appointment by its President of the BAHAMAS and INDONESIA as members 
of the Consultative Committee on the United Nations Development Fund for Women 
for a three-year term of office beginning on I January 1992. 

46/312. Appointment of members of the Committee on Conferences 

A 

At its 45th plenary meeting, on 13 November 1991, the General Assembly, in ac
cordance with paragraph 2 of its resolution 43/222 B of 21 December 1988, took note 
of the appointment by its President of HONDURAS, HUNGARY, IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC 
OF), JAMAICA and 1iJRKEY as members of the Committee on Conferences for a three
year te1m of office beginning on I January 1992. 

B 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the General Assembly took 
note of the appointment by its President of MoZAMBIQUE and SE:.'NEGAL as members of 
the Committee on Conferences for a three-year te1m of office beginning on I January 
1992. 

As a result, the Committee on Conferences is composed of the following twenty
one States: AUSTRIA,* CHILE,** CYPRUS,** FRANCE,** GABON,** HONDURAS,*** 
HUNGARY,*** IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF),*** IRAQ,* JAMAICA,*** JAPAN,** 
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Kl:.'NYA,** LIBERIA,* MEXICO,* MOZAMBIQUE,*** PAKISTAN,* SENEGAL,*** TuR
KEY,*** UGANDA,* UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS,** and UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA.* 

• Term of office expires on 31 December 1992. 
•• Term of office expires on 31 December 1993. 
••• Term of office expires on 31 December 1994. 

46/313. Election of the members of the International Law Commission 

At its 47th plenary meeting, on 14 November 1991, the General Assembly, in ac
cordance with its resolution 174 (II) of 21 November 1947 and the provisions of the 
statute of the International Law Commission annexed to that resolution, as amended by 
Assembly resolution 1103 (XI) of 18 December 1956, 1647 (XVI) of6 November 1961 
and 36/39 of 18 November 1981, elected the following thirty-four persons members of 
the Commission for a five-year term of office beginning on I January 1992: 

Mr. Hussain M. AL-BAHARNA (Bahrain), 
Mr. AwnS. AL-KHASAWNEH (Jordan), 
Mr. Gaetano ARANGIO-RUIZ (Italy), 
Mr. Julio BARBOZA (Argentina), 
Mr. Mohamed BENNOUNA (Morocco), 
Mr. Derek William BOWEll (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), 
Mr. Carlos CALERO RODRIGUES (Brazil), 
Mr. James R. CRAWFORD (Australia), 
Mr. John DE SARAM (Sri Lanka), 
Mr. Gudmundur ERIKSSON (Iceland), 
Mr. Salifou FOMBA (Mali), 
Mr. Mehmet GONEY (Turkey), 
Mr. Kamil E. lORIS (Sudan), 
Mr. Andreas J. JACOVIDES (Cyprus), 
Mr. Peter C. R. KABATSI (Uganda), 
Mr. Abdul G. KOROMA (Sierra Leone), 
Mr. Mochtar KusUMA-ATMADJA (Indonesia), 
Mr. Ahmed MAHIOU (Algeria), 
Mr. Vaclav MIKULKA (Czechoslovakia), 
Mr. Guillaume PAMBOU-TCHIVOUNDA (Gabon), 
Mr. Alain PELLET (France), 
Mr. Pemrnaraju Sreenivasa RAo (India), 
Mr. Edilbert RAZAFINDRALAMBO (Madagascar), 
Mr. Patrick ROBINSON (Jamaica), 
Mr. Robert B. ROSENSTOCK (United States of America), 
Mr. SHI Jiuyong (China), 
Mr. Alberto SZEKELY (Mexico), 
Mr. Doudou THIAM (Senegal), 
Mr. Christian TOMUSCHAT (Germany), 
Mr. Edmundo VARGAS CARRENO {Chile), 
Mr. Vladlen VERESHETIN (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), 
Mr. Francisco VILLAGRAN KRAMER (Guatemala), 
Mr. Chusei YAMADA (Japan), 
Mr. Alexander YANKOV (Bulgaria). 

46/314. Appointment of members of the Joint Inspection Unit 

At its 56th plenary meeting, on 27 November 1991, the President informed the 
General Assembly that, following consultations with the chairmen of the regional 
groups, held in accordance with article 3, paragraph I, of the statute of the Joint Inspec
tion Unit, the following States would be requested to propose candidates for appointment 
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to the Joint Inspection Unit for a term of office beginning on I January 1993: Dominican 
Republic and Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

The Assembly then selected from the three remaining regions the following States 
that would be requested to propose candidates for appointment to the Joint Inspection 
Unit: Algeria, Italy and Jordan. 

46/315. Election of a member of the International Court of Justice 

The General Assembly, at its 63rd plenary meeting, on 5 December 1991, and the 
Security Council, at its 302lst meeting, on the same date, proceeded independently of 
one another to elect, in accordance with Articles 2 to 4, 7 to 12 and 14 and 15 of the 
Statute of the International Court of Justice, rules 150 and 151 of the rules of procedure 
of the Assembly and rules 40 and 61 of the provisonal rules of procedure of the Council, 
a member of the Court for a term of office expiring on 5 February 1994 to fill a vacancy 
resulting from the death of Mr. Taslim Olawale ELIAS (Nigeria)-5 The following person 
was elected: 

Mr. Bola Ajibola (Nigeria). 
As a result, the International Court of Justice is composed as follows: Sir Robert 

Yewdall JENNINGS (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland),*** Presi
dent, Mr. Shigeru 0DA (Japan),* Vice-President, Mr. Manfred LACHS (Poland),• 
Mr. Bola AJIBOLA (Nigeria),• Mr. Roberto AGO (Italy),** Mr. Stephen M. ScHWEBEL 
(United States of America),•• Mr. Mohammed BEDJAOUI (Algeria),•• Mr. N1 Zhengyu 
(China),* Mr. Jens EVENSEN (Norway),• Mr. Nikolai Konstantinovich TARASsov 
(Union of Soviet Socialist Republics),•• Mr. Gilbert GUILLAUME (France),••• Mr. Mo
hamed SHAHABUDDEEN (Guyana),** Mr. Andres AGUILAR MAWDSLEY (Venezuela),*** 
Mr. Cl,ristopher Gregory WEERAMANTRY (Sri Lanka)*** and Mr. Raymond RANJEVA 
(Madagascar). •• • 

• Term of office expires on 5 February 1994. 
•• Term of office expires on 5 February 1997. 
••• Term of office expires on 5 February :zooo. 

46/316. Confirmation of the appointment of the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development 

At its 72nd plenary meeting, on 13 December 1991, the General Assembly, on 
the proposal of the Secretary-General,6 confirmed the extension of the appointment 
of Mr. Kenneth K. S. DADZIE as Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development for a period of three months, from I January to 31 March 
1992. 

46/317. Appointment of members of the Advisory Committee on Administrative 
and Budgetary Questions 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the General Assembly, on the 
recommendation of the Fifth Committee,' appointed the following persons as members 
of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions for a three-year 
term of office beginning on I January 1992: 

Mr. Ahmad Fathi Al-Masri, 

Mr. Kwaku Dua Dankwa, 

Mr. Zoran Lazarevic, 

Mr. E. Besley Maycock, 

Mr. C. S. M. Mselle. 

As a result, the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
is composed as follows: Mr. Ahmad Fathi AL-MASRI (Syrian Arab Republic), ••• 
Mr. Leonid Efimovich BIDNYI (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics),•• Mr. Carlos 
CASAP (Bolivia),• Mr. Kwaku Dua DANKWA (Ghana),••• Mr. Even FoNTAINE ORTIZ 
(Cuba),** Mr. Yogesh Kumar GUPTA (India),* Mr. Tadanori lNOMATA (Japan),• 
Mr. Richard KINCHEN (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), •• 
Mr. M'hand LADJOUZI (Algeria),•• Mr. Zoran LAZAREVtt': (Yugoslavia),••• Mr. E. 
Besley MAYCOCK (Barbados),*** Mr. C. S. M. MSELLE (United Republic of Tanza-
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nia), ••• Mr. Wolfgang MONCH (Germany),* Mrs. Irmeli MUSTONEN (Finland),* 
Ms. Linda S. ScHENWICK (United States of America)** and Mr. YANG Hushan (China). • 

• Term of office expires on 31 December 1992. 
•• Term of office expires on 31 December 1993. 
••• Term of office expires on 31 December 1994. 

46/318. Appointment of members of the Committee on Contributions 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the General Assembly, on the 
recommendation of the Fifth Committee,8 appointed the following persons as members 
of the Committee on Contributions for a three-year term of office beginning on I January 
1992: 

Mr. Kenshiro Akimoto, 
Mr. David Etuket, 
Mr. John D. Fox, 
Mr. Ion Goritza, 
Mr. Imre Karbuczky, 
Mr. Vanu Gopala Menon. 
As a result, the Committee on Contributions, as of I January 1992, is composed as 

follows: Mr. Kenshiro AKIMOTO (Japan),*** Mr. Sayed Amjad ALI (Pakistan),** 
Mr. Henrik AMNEUS (Sweden),** Mr. BAGBENI ADEITO Nzengeya (Zaire),* Mr. Sergio 
CHAPARRO Rulz (Chile),* Mr. Yuri Alexandrovich CHULKOV (Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics),** Mr. Jorge Jose DUHALT VILLAR (Mexico),** Mr. David ETUKET 
(Uganda),*** Mr. John D. Fox (United States of America),*** Mr. Ion GORITZA 
(Romania),*** Mr. Peter GREGG (Australia), • Mr. Imre KARBUCZKY (Hungary),*** 
Mr. Vanu Gopala MENON (Singapore),••• Mr. Atilio Norberto MoLTEN! (Argentina),* 
Mr. Mohamed Mahmoud OuLD CHEIKH EL GHAOUTH (Mauritania), • Mr. Dimitri 
RALLIS (Greece),* Mr. Ugo SESSI (Italy)** and Mr. WANG Liansheng (China).** 

• Term of office expires on 31 December 1992. 
•• Term of office expires on 31 December 1993 . 
... Term of office expires on 31 December 1994. 

46/319. Appointment of a member of the Board of Auditors 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the General Assembly, on 
the recommendation of the Fifth Committee,9 appointed the Comptroller and Auditor
General of the UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND as a 
member of the Board of Auditors for a three-year term of office beginning on I July 
1992. 

As a result, the Board of Auditors is composed as follows: 
Auditor-General of GHANA, • • Chairman of the Commission on Audit of the 

PHILIPPINES* and Comptroller and Auditor-General of the UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND. •• • 

• Term of office expires on 30 June 1993. 
•• Term of office expires on 30 June 1994. 
••• Term of office expires on 30 June 1995. 

46/320. Confirmation of the appointment of members of the Investments 
Committee 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the General Assembly, on the 
recommendation of the Fifth Committee, 10 appointed the following persons as members 
of the Investments Committee: 

(a) For a three-year term of office beginning on I January 1992: 
Mr. Ahmad Abdullatif, 
Mr. Aloysio de Andrade Faria, 
Mr. Stanislaw Raczkowski. 

(b) For a two-year term of office beginning on I January 1992: 
Ms. Francine J. Bovich. 
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As a result, the Investments Committee is composed as follows: 
Mr. Ahmad ABDULLATIF (Saudi Arabia),••• Ms. Francine J. BOVICH (United 

States of America),** Mr. Aloysio de Andrade FARIA (Brazil),*** Mr. Jean GUYOT 
(France),** 

Mr. Michiya MATSUKAWA (Japan),** Mr. Yves 0LTRAMARE ~Switzerland),* 
Mr. Emmanuel Noi 0MABOE (Ghana),* Mr. Stanislaw RACZKOWSKI (Poland)*** and 
Mr. Juergen REIMNITZ (Germany).* 

• Term of office expires on 31 December 1992. 
•• Term of office expires on 31 December 1993. 
••• Term of office expires on 31 December 1994. 

46/321. Appointment of members of the United Nations Administrative Tribunal 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the General Assembly, on the 
recommendation of the Fifth Committee, 11 appointed the following persons as members 
of the United Nations Administrative Tribunal for a three-year term of office beginning 
on 1 January 1992: 

Mr. Balanda Mikuin Leliel, 
Mr. Samarendranath Sen, 
Mr. Hubert Thierry. 
As a result, the United Nations Administrative Tribunal is composed as follows: 

Mr. Jerome AcKERMAN (United States of America),* President, Mr. Arnold Wilfred 
Geoffrey KEAN (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland),* Vice-Presi
dent, Mr. Luis de Posadas MONTERO (Uruguay),** Vice-President, Mr. Samarendranath 
SEN (India),••• Mr. loan Vmcu (Romania),** Mr. Hubert THIERRY (France),••• and 
Mr. Balanda Mikuin LELIEL (Zaire).*** 

• Term of office expires on 31 December 1992. 
•• Term of office expires on 31 December 1993. 
••• Term of office expires on 31 December 1994. 

46/322. Appointment of members and alternate members of the United Nations 
Staff Pension Committee 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the General Assembly, on the 
recommendation of the Fifth Committee: 12 

(a) Appointed the following persons as members of the United Nations Staff Pen-
sion Committee for a three-year term of office beginning on I January 1992: 

Mr. Jorge Jose Duhalt Villar (Mexico), 
Mr. Tadanori Inomata (Japan), 
Mr. Michael George Okeyo (Kenya), 
Ms. Susan Meg Shearouse (United States of America). 
(b) Appointed the following persons as alternate members of the United Nations 

Staff Pension Committee for a three-year term of office beginning on 1 January 1992: 
Mr. Mohamed Ferid Belhaj (Tunisia), 

Mr. Leonid Efimovich Bidnyi (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics), 
Mr. Richard Kinchen (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), 
Mr. Ranjit Rae (India). 
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B. OTHER DECISIONS 

I. Decisions adopted without reference to a Main Committee 

46/401. Organization of the forty-sixth session 

At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendations of the General 
Committee as set forth in its first report, 13 adopted anum
ber of provisions concerning the organization of the forty
sixth session. 

46/402. Adoption of the agenda and allocation of 
agenda items 

At its 3rd, 24th, 31st, 39th, 54th and 76th plenary meet
ings, on 20 September, 7 and II October, 4 and 25 Novem
ber and 17 December 1991, the General Assembly, on the 
recommendations of the General Committee as set forth in 
its frrst, 14 second, 15 third16 and fourth 17 reports, adopted the 
agenda18 and the allocation of agenda items'q for the forty
sixth session. 

At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the General 
Committee,20 decided to defer consideration of the items 
entitled "Question of the Malagasy islands of Glorieuses, 
Juan de Nova, Europa and Bassas da India" and "Question 
of East Timor" and to include them in the provisional 
agenda of its forty-seventh session. 

At its 24th plenary meeting, on 7 October 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Gen
eral Committee,15 decided to include in the agenda of its 
forty-sixth session an item entitled "Crisis of democ
racy and human rights in Haiti" and to consider it directly 
in plenary meeting on a priority basis. 

At its 31st plenary meeting, on 11 October 1991 , the 
General Assembly revised the wording of agenda item 145 
to read: "The situation of democracy and human ri2:hts in 
Haiti".2 ' "' 

At its 39th plenary meeting, on 4 November 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the General 
Committee, 16 decided to include in the agenda of its forty
sixth session an item entitled "Financing of the United 
Nations Advance Mission in Cambodia" and to allocate it 
to the Fifth Committee. 

At its 54th plenary meeting, on 25 November 1991, 
the General Assembly decided that the report of the 
Secretary-General on the financial situation of the United 
Nations22 will be introduced in plenary meeting under 
agenda items I 09 (Current financial crisis of the 
United Nations) and 110 (Financial emergency of the 
United Nations), on the understanding that the substantive 
consideration of the items remains in the Fifth Committee. 

At its 76th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1991, 
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the 
General Committee, 17 decided to include in the agenda 
of its forty-sixth session an item entitled "Com
memoration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the United 
Nations in 1995" and to consider it directly in plenary 
meeting. 

46/403. Meetings of subsidiary organs during the 
forty-sixth session 

A 

At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 17 September 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Commit
tee 011 Conferences,23 decided to authorize the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Development Programme 
and its Standing Committee for Programme Matters to 
meet from 16 to 18 September 1991. 

B 

At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendations of the Com
mittee on Conferences24 and of the General Committee,25 

decided that the following subsidiary orgws should be 
authorized to hold meetings during the forty-sixth session: 

(a) Advisory Committee on the United Nations Educa
tional and Training Programme for Southern Africa; 

(b) Committee of Trustees of the United Nations Trust 
Fund for South Africa; 

(c) Committee on Relations with the Host Country; 

(d) Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable 
Rights of the Palestinian People; 

(e) Special Committee against Apartheid; 

(f) Special High-level Council for the International 
Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction; 

(g) Working Group on the Financing of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
in the Near East. 

c 
At its 37th plenary meeting, on 28 October 1991, the 

General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Commit
tee on Conferences,26 decided to authorize the Committee 
on Applications for Review of Administrative Tribunal 
Judgements to hold meetings during the forty-sixth ses
sion. 

D 

At its 48th plenary meeting, on I & November 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Commit
tee on Conferences,27 decided to authorize the Trust Com
mittee of the United Nations Fund for Namibia to hold 
meetings during the forty-sixth session. 

46/404. Report of the Secretary-General on the work 
of the Organization 

At its 44th plenary meeting, on 8 November 1991, the 
General Assembly took note of the report of the Secretary
General on the work of the Organization.23 
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46/405. Report of the International Court of Justice 

At its 44th plenary meeting, on 8 November 1991, the 
General Assembly took note of the report of the Interna
tional Court of Justice.29 

46/406. Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) 

At its 45th plenary meeting, on 13 November 1991, the 
General Assembly decided to defer consideration of the 
item entitled "Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvi
nas)" and to include it in the provisional agenda of its 
forty--seventh session. 

46/407. Necessity of ending the economic, commercial 
and financial embargo imposed by the United 
States of America against Cuba 

At its 46th plenary meeting, on 13 November 1991, the 
General Assembly decided to defer further consideration 
of the item entitled "Necessity of ending the economic, 
commercial and financial embargo imposed by the United 
States of America against Cuba" and the draft resolution 
on the item30 to its forty-seventh session and to include the 
item in the provisional agenda of its forty-seventh session. 

46/408. Notification by the Secretary-General under 
Article 12, paragraph 2, of the Charter of the 
United Nations 

At its 53rd plenary meeting, on 25 November 1991, the 
General Assembly took note of the note by the Secretary
General.31 

46/410. Question of peace, stability and cooperation in 
South-East Asia 

At its 64th plenary meeting, on 5 December 1991, the 
General Assembly decided to conclude consideration of 
the item entitled "Question of peace, stability and coopera
tion in South-East Asia". 

46/418. Question of equitable representation on and 
increase in the membership of the Security 
Council 

At its 68th plenary meeting, on II December 1991, the 
General Assembly decided to defer further consideration 
of the item entitled "Question of equitable representation 
on and increase in the membership of the Security Coun
cil" and to include it in the provisional agenda of its forty
seventh session. 

46/424. Report of the Security Council 

At its 70th plenary meeting, on 12 December 1991, the 
General Assembly took note of the report of the Security 
CounciiY 

·----- ----·---------------------
46/436. Declaration of the Assembly of Heads of State 

and Government of the Organi7..ation of Afri
can Unity on the aerial and naval military at
tack against the Socialist People's Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya by the present United States 
Administration in April 1986 

At its 77th plenary meeting, on 18 December 1991, 
the General Assembly decided to defer consideration of 
the item entitled "Declaration of the Assembly of Heads of 
State and Government of the Organization of African 
Unity on the aerial and naval military attack against the 
Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya by the pres
ent United States Administration in April 1986" and to 
include it in the provisional agenda of its forty-seventh 
session. 

46/442. Armed Israeli aggression against the Iraqi nu
clear installations and its grave consequences 
for the established international system con
cerning the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, 
the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and 
international peace and security 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly decided to defer consideration of the 
item entitled "Armed Israeli aggression against the Iraqi 
nuclear installations and its grave consequences for the es
tablished international system concerning the peaceful uses 
of nuclear energy, the non-proliferation of nuclear weap
ons and international peace and security" to a later date and 
to include it in the provisional agenda of its forty-seventh 
session. 

46/443. Launching of global m-gotiations on interna
tional economic cooperation for development 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly decided to defer consideration of the 
item entitled "Launching of global negotiations on interna
tional economic cooperation for development" to a later 
date and to include it in the provisional agenda of its forty
seventh session. 

46/444. Implementation of the resolutions of the 
United Nations 

At its 79th plenary meding. on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly decided to defer consideration of the 
item entitled "Implementation of the resolutions of the 
United Nations" and to include it in the provisional agenda 
of its forty-seventh session. 

46/448. Report of the Economic and Social Council 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly took note of chapters I, IV (section F), 
VIII and IX ofthe report of the Economic and Social Coun
cil. 33 
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2. Decisions adopted on the reports of the First Committee 

46/411. Implementation of General Assembly resolution 45/48 concerning the 
signature and ratification of Additional Protocol I of the Treaty for the 
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean 
(Treaty of Tlatelolco) 

At its 65th plenary meeting, on 6 December 1991, the General Assembly took note of the 
report of the First Committee.34 

46/412. Conventional disarmament on a regional scale 

At its 65th plenary meeting, on 6 December 1991, the General Assembly, on 
the recommendation of the First Committee,35 having recalled its decision 45/418 of 
4 December 1990, decided: (a) to welcome the report of the Secretary-General on 
this question;36 (b) to invite Member States that have not yet done so to convey to the 
Secretary-General their views on this matter; and (c) to include in the provisional 
agenda of its forty-seventh session the item entitled "Conventional disarmament on a 
regional scale". 

46/413. Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons: 1995 Conference 
and its preparatory committee 

At its 65th plenary meeting, on 6 December 1991, the General Assembly, on the 
recommendation of the First Committee_\5 as requested by the parties to the Treaty on 
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, took note of the intent of the parties 
to form a preparatory committee in 1993 for the conference called for in article 
X, paragraph 2, of the Treaty, and decided to include in the provisional agenda of its 
forty-seventh session the item entitled "Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nu
clear Weapons: 1995 Conference and its preparatory committee''. 

46/414. Review of the implementation of the Declaration on the Strengthening of 
International Security 

At its 65th plenary meeting, on 6 December 1991, the General Assembly, on the 
recommendation of the First Committee: ' 7 

(a) Reaffinned the Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security;38 

(b) Recalled its previous resolutions on this item, the latest of which is 
resolution 45/80 of 12 December 1990; 

(c) Invited Member States to provide their views on the implementation of the 
Declaration, and requested the Secretary-General to submit a report thereon to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-seventh session; 

(d) Decided to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-seventh session the 
item entitled "Review of the implementation of the Declaration on the Strengthening of 
International Security". 

3. Decisions adopted 011 the reports of the Special Political Committee 

46/409. Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa 

At its 58th plenary meeting, on 2 December 1991, the General Assembly took note 
of the report of the Special Political Committee. 1q 

46/415. Question of the composition of the relevant organs of the United Nations 

At its 66th plenary meeting, on 9 December 1991, the General Assembly, on the 
recommendation of the Special Political Committee,40 decided to include in the provi
sional agenda of its forty-seventh session the item entitled "Question of the composition 
of the relevant organs of the United Nations". 
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46/423. Increase in the membership of the Committee on Information 

At its 69th plenary meeting, on II December 1991, the General Assembly, on the 
recommendation of the Special Political Committee,41 decided: 

(a) To increase the membership of the Committee on Information from seventy
eight to seventy-nine members; 

(b) To appoint Burkina Faso as a member of the Committee on Information 

* 
* * 

As a result, the Committee on Information is composed of tire following seventy-nine States: ALGERIA, 

ARGENTINA, BANGLADESH, BELARUS, BELGIUM, BENIN, BRAZIL, BULGARIA, BURKINA FASO, BURUNDI, CHILE, 

CHINA, COLOMBIA, CONGO, COSTA RICA, COTE D'IVOIRE, CUBA, CYPRUS, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, DENMARK, 

ECUADOR, EGYPT, EL SALVADOR, ETHIOPIA, FINLAND, FRANCE, GERMANY, GHANA, GREECE, GUATEMALA, 

GUINEA, GUYANA, HUNGARY, INDIA, INDONESIA, IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF}, IRELAND, ITALY, JAMAICA, 

JAPAN, JORDAN, KENYA, LEBANON, MALTA, MEXICO, MONGOUA, MOROCCO, NEPAL, NETHERI.ANDS, NIGER, 

NIGERIA, PAKISTAN, PERU, PHILIPPINES, POLAND, PORTUGAL, ROMANIA, SINGAPORE, SOMALIA, SPAIN, SRI 

LANKA, SUDAN, SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC, ToGO, TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, TUNISIA, TURKEY, UKRAINE, UNION 

OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND, U!.1TED RE· 

PUBLIC OF TANZANIA, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, URUGUAY, YENFLIJELA, VIETNAM, YEMEN. YUGOSLAVIA, 

ZAIRE and ZiMBABWE. 

4. Decisions adopted 011 the reports of the Second Committee 

46/433. Establishment of an advisory commission on 
debt and development 

At its 77th plenary meeting, on 18 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second 
Committee,42 deferred until its forty-seventh session con
sideration of the draft decision entitled "Establishment of 
an advisory commission on debt and development".43 

46/434. Report of the Secretary-General on the recent 
evolution of the international debt strategy 

At its 77th plenary meeting, on 18 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second 
Committee,42 took note of the report of the Secretary
General on the recent evolution of the international debt 
strategy.44 

46/437. Development and international economic co
operation 

At its 78th plenary meeting, on 19 December 1991, the 
General Assembly took note of part one of the report of 
the Second Committee.45 

46/438. International conference on money and fi
nance for development 

At its 78th plenary meeting, on 19 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second 
Committee,46 deferred until its forty-seventh session con
sideration of the draft resolution entitled "International 
conference on money and fincmce for development".47 

46/439. Documentation relating to economic and tech
nical cooperation among developing countries 

At its 78th plenary meeting, on 19 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second 
Committee,48 took note of the following documents: 

(a) Note by the Secretary-General on economic and 
technical cooperation among developing countries;49 

(b) Note by the Secretary-General on further strength
ening and improving intergovernmental programming ex
ercises for technical cooperation among developing coun
tries. 50 

46/440. Report of the Secretary-General on the situ
ation of countries stricken by desertification 
and drought in Africa 

At its 78th plenary meeting, on 19 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second 
Committee, 51 took note of the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on the situation of countries stricken by desertification 
and drought in Africa. 52 

46/441. Report of the Commission on Human Settle
ments on the work of its thirteenth session 

At its 78th plenary meeting, on 19 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second 
Committee,53 took note of the report of the Commission on 
Human Settlements on the work of its thirteenth session. 54 

46/453. Phase II of the Transport and Communica
tions Decade for Asia and the Pacific, 1985-
1994 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second 
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Committee,55 decided to endorse Economic and Social 
Council resolution 1991175 of26 July 1991 entitled "Phase 
II of the Transport and Communications Decade for Asia 
and the Pacific, 1985-1994", in particular paragraph 2 of 
that resolution. 

46/454. Documents relating to the report of the Eco
nomic and Social Council 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second 
Committee,55 decided to take note of the following documents: 

(a) Report of the World Food Council on the work of 
its seventeenth session; 56 

(b) Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the re
port by the President of the forty-fifth session of the Gen
eral Assembly on consultations on the code of conduct on 
transnational corporations;57 

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on the role of the 
public sector in promoting the economic development of 
developing countries.58 

46/455. Biennial programme of work for the Second 
Committee for 1992-1993 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second 
Committee55 and in accordance with paragraph 5 of its 
resolution 39/217 of 18 December 1984, approved the bi
ennial programme of work for the Second Committee for 
1992-1993, annexed hereto. 

ANNEX 

Biennial programme or work ror the St•cond Committee ror 
1992-19935q 

l1J92 

Item l. Report of the Economic and Social Cowrci~ 

(a) Protection against products lurrmfulto health and tire environmclll 

Documentation: Report of the Secretary--General on protection 
against products harmful to health and the environment (General 
Assembly resolution 39/229 of 18 December 1984)61 

(b) United Nations Population Award 

D.ocumentation: Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the re
port of the Executive Director of the United Nations Population 
Fund on the United Nations Population Award and Trust Fund (Eco
nomic and Social Council decision 19821112 of 26 April 1982) 

(c) Restructuring of tire economic and social sectors of the United 
N(/tions system 

Documentation: Draft resolution entitled "'Implementation of sec
tion II of the annex to Geneml Assembly resolution 32/197 on tile 
restructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United 
Nations system'" (General Assembly decision 45/436 of 21 De
cember 1990) 

(d) As.fi.<tance to the Palestinian people 

Documentation: Report of the Secretary-General on assistance to 
the Palestinian people (General Assembly resolution 46/201 )61 

(e) Permanent sovereignty over national resources ill the occupied 
Palestinian mrd other Arab ten·itories 

Documentation: Report of the Secretary-General on the economic 
and social consequences of the eslablishmont of settlements by 

Israel in the Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, and the 
Syrian Golan (General Assembly resolution 46/199)61 

(f) Impact of tire recent evolution of East-West relations on the growth 
of the world economy. in particular on the economic growth a11d 
development of the developing countries. as well af on itlternational 
economic cooperation 

Documelllation: Report of the Secretary-General on the impact of 
the recent evolution of East-West relations on the growth of the 
world economy, in particular on the economic growth and devel
opment of the developing countries. as well as on international 
economic cooperation (General Assembly resolution 46/202) 

(g) Prevelllion and control of acquired immullodeficiency syndrom<' 
(AIDS) 

Documentation: Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the 
report of the Director-General of the World Health Organization 
on the implementation of General Assembly resolution 46/203)61 

(h) Report of tire Committee for Development Planning: criteria for 
identifying the least developed countries 

Documelllation: Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the re
port of the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development on the resource and other implications 
of the application of the new criteria for identifying the least 
developed countries on the implementation of the Programme of 
Action for the Least Developed Countries for the 1990s (General 
Assembly resolution 46/206)61 

Item 2. Development and internnti01url economic cooperation 

Documentatio11: Report of the Secretary-General on the implemen
tation of General Assembly resolution 45/193 on the support of 
the international community for the economic and social infra
structure of Yemen61 

Report of the Secretary-General on the net transfer of resources 
between developing countries and developed countries (General 
Assembly resolution 45/192 of 21 December 1990) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the reso
lution on large-scale pelagic drift-net fishing and its impact on the 
living marine resources of the world's oceans and seas (General 
Assembly resolution 46/215) 

Report of the Secretary-General on requirements necessary to imple
ment the decisions of the United Nations Conference on Envi
ronment and Development regarding desertification and drought 
(General Assembly resolution 461161) 

Report of the President of the Economi~ and Social Council on con
sideration by the Council of the conclusions and recommendations 
contained in the report of the Commonwealth Group of Experts 
on the Impact of Global Economic and Political Change on the 
Development Process (General Assembly decision 46/461) 

Report of the Secretary-General on further substantive follow-up to 
General Assembly resolutions 42/186 and 42/187 by Govern
ments and organizations of the United Nations system (General 
Assembly resolution 44/227 of 22 December 1989)61 

Report of the Secretary-General on cooperation in fisheries in Africa 
(General Assembly resolution 45/184 of21 December 1990 and Eco
nomic and Social Council resolution 1991/73 of 26 July 1991)61 

Repot1 of the Secretary-General on the review and coordination of 
the efforts of all the organs, organizations and bodies of the United 
Nations system to pursue sustainable and environmentally sound 
development (General Assembly resolutions 421186 and 421187 of 
II December 1987 and 44/227 of 22 December 1989)61 

Report of the Secretary-General on the question of convening a 
United Nations conference on human settlements (General Assem
bly resolution 46/164) 

Draft resolution entitled ""International conference on money and 
finan~e for development'" (see General Assembly decision 46/438) 

(a) Trtuie and Development 

Documelllation: Report of the Trade and Development Board 
(General Assembly resolution 1995 (XIX) of 30 December 
1964)61 

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Secretary
General of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop-
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menton world commodity trends and prospects (General Assem
bly resolution 45/200 of 21 December 1990) 

Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of General 
Assembly resolution 45/202 on specific measures in favour of 
island developing countries 

Report of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
on its eighth session (General Assembly resolution 45/261 of 
3 May 1991) 

Report of tbe Secretary-General on strengthening international 
organizations in the area of multilateral trade (General Assembly 
resolution 46/207) 

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development on an international code of conduct on the trans
fer of technology (General Assembly resolution 46/214) 

(h) Food and agricultural development 

Documetrtation: Report oftbe World Food CounciJ,61 

Report of the Secretary-General on trends in the international market 
for agricultural and tropical products and developments in the lib
eralization of international trade in agricultural and tropical prod
ucts (Economic and Social Council resolution 1991/53 of26 July 
1991) 

(c) New and renewable sourei!s of energy 

Documentation: Report of the Committee on the Development 
and Utilization of New and Renewable Sources of Energy 
(General Assembly resolution 37/250 of 21 December 1982)61 

Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of General 
Assembly resolution 451208 

(d) Development of the energy resources of developing countries 

Documentation: Report of the Secretary-General on a comprehen
sive programme of action for the acceleration of the exploration 
and development of energy resources in developing countries 
(General Assembly resolution 45/209 of 21 December 1990)61 

(e) International cooperation to mitigate tire environmental coiiSe
quences on Kuwait atui other countries in the region resulting from 
the sitoolion between Iraq atui Kuwait 

Documentation: Report of the Secretary-General on the implemen
tation of General Assembly resolution 46/21661 

Item 3. Report of the United Nations Conference on Environme/11 and 
Development 

Documentation: Report of the Conference (General Assembly reso
lution 46/168) 

Item 4. Protection of global climate for present and future generalioiiS 
ofmankitld 

Documell/ation: Report of the Secretary-General on the implemen
tation of General Assembly resolution 46/169 

Item 5. International cooperation for the eradication of poverty in 
developing countries 

Documentation: Report of the Secretary-General on the progress 
made in coordinating actions to formulate improved and enhanced 
action-oriented technical cooperation programmes for the eradica
tion of poverty in developing countries (General Assembly reso
lution 46/141) 

Item 6. External debt crisis and develotJment 

Documell/ation: Report of the Secretary-General on the implemen
tation of General Assembly resolution 46/148 

Draft decision entitled "Establishment of an advisory commission on 
debt and development (see General Assembly decision 46/433) 

Item 7. Operational activities for development 

(a) Operational activities of the United Nations system 

Documentation: Report of the Director-General for Developm~nt 
and International Economic Cooperation for the comprehensive 
triennial policy review of operational activities for development of 
the United Nations system (General Assembly resolutions 351M 1 
of 5 December 1980, 41/171 of 5 December 1986, 421196 of II 
December 1987,44/211 of 23 February 19<)(), and 461219)61 

Report of the Director-General on a coordinated strategy of training 
for United Nations staff members and national officials involved 
in operational activities (General Assembly resolution 46/219) 

(b) United Nations Development Programme 

Documentation: Report of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Development Programme61 

(c) United NalioiiS Population Fund 

Documentation: Relevant chapter of the report of the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Development Programme 

(d) United Nations Children's Fund 

Documentation: Relevant section of the report of the Economic and 
Social Council 

Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of General 
Assembly resolution 45/217 of 21 December 1990 on the World 
Summit for Children61 

(e) World Food Programme 

Documentation: Relevant section oft he report of the Economic and 
Social Council 

Item 8. lnterootional cooperation for economic growth and deve/opmelll 

(a) lmplemelllation of tire commitments atld policies agreed upon in the 
Declaration on lnternatimral Economic Cooperation. in particular 
the Revittllization of Ec<llromic Growth and Development of the 
Developing Cmurtries 

Doc,.melllation: Report of the Secretary-General on the steps taken 
by Governments, organs, organizations and bodies of the United 
Nat ions system towards i mplernentation of the commitments and 
policies agre~d upon in the Declaration (General Assembly reso
lution 461144) 

(h) Implementation of tJr.- lnterootiona/ Development Strategy for the 
Fourth United Ntllions Development Decade 

Documentation: Report of the Secretary-General on the review 
and appraisal of the International Development Strategy for the 
Fourth United Nations Development Decade (General Assembly 
resolution 451199 of 21 December 19<)())61 

Item 9. lndustritll deve/opme/11 cooperation and the diversification and 
moderrrization of prod11ctive activities in developing cou11tries 

Documentatiotr: Report of the Secretary-General on ways and 
means of promoting the enhancement of United Nations activities 
with regard to the training of scientists, engineers and entrepre
neurs from developing countries (General Assembly resolutions 
451196, para. 9, of 21 December 1990 and 46/146) 

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the Admin
istrative Committee on Coordination on ways and means of l'os
tering United Nations system activities with regard to industrial 
development cooperation and the diversification and modern
ization of productive activities in developing countries (General 
Assembly resolutions 451196, para. 10, of 21 December 1990 and 
46/146) 

Item 10. Jntenwtiolltll conference on tire jitumcing of development 

Docrmumtatio11: Report of the Secretary-General on the convening 
of an international conference on the financing of development 
(General Assembly resolution 46/205) 

Item II. Special economic atrd disaster relief assistance 

(a) Office of tire United Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator 

Documentation: Report of the Secretary-General on the work ofthe 
Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator (General 
Assembly resolution 2816 (XXVI) of 14 December 1971 and 
Economic and Social Council resolution 1990/63 of 26 July 
1990)61 

(b) Special programmes of economic assistance 

Documentation: Reports of the Secretary-General on individual 
countrie' J regions 
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Report of the Secretary-General presenting summary reports on 
countries with no separate individual reports in that year 

Item 12. International assistance for the economic rehabilitation of 
Angola 

Documentation: Report of the Secretary-General on the implemen
tation of General Assembly resolution 46/142 

Item 13. Training and research 

(a) United Nations University 

Documentation: Report of the Council of the United Nations Uni
versity61 

(b) United Nations Institute for Training and Research 

Documentation: Report of the Secretary-General on the implemen
tation of General Assembly resolution 46/180 

Item 14. Strengthening of international cooperation and coordination of 
efforts to study, mitigate mrd minimize the consequences of rhe 
Chernoby/ distlster 

Documentation: Report of the Secretary-General on the implemen
tation of General Assembly resolution 46/!506t 

/99]62 

Item I. Report of the Economic and Social Councif>3 

(a) Target for World Food Programme pledges for the peri<>d 199.'i
J996 

Documentation: Relevant chapter of the report of the Economic and 
Social Council 

(b) Special assistance to Namibia 

Documentation: Report of the Secretary-General on the implemen
tation of General Assembly resolution 46/204 

Item 2. Development and internation.1/ economic cooperation 

Documentation: Report of the Secretary-General on economic sta
bilization programmes in developing countries (General Asst>mbly 
resolution 46/154) 

Report of the Secretaty-General on the implementation of the rec
ommendations contained in the report of the South Commission 
(General Assembly resolution 46/155) 

(a) Trade and develupment 

Documentation: Report of the Trade and Development Board 
(General Assembly resolution 1995 (XIX) of 30 December 
1964)6 t 

Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation oft he reso
lution on economic measures as a means of political and economic 
coercion against developing countries (Gener.1l Assembly resolu
tion 46/210) 

Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report of the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Trade 
and Development on progress in the implementation of specific 
action related to the particular needs and problems ofland-Jocked 
developing countries (General Assembly resolution 46/212) 

(b) Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least Df'velopf'd 
Countl"ies in the 1990s 

Documentation: Report of the Secretary-General on the implemen· 
tation of General Assembly resolution 46/!56 

(c) Effective mobilization anti integration of women in development 

Documentaliun: Rerort of the Secretary-General on the effective 
mobilization and integration of women in development (General 
Assembly resolutions 421178 of II December 1987 and 46/167)6t 

Preliminary version of the updated World Survey on the Role of 
Women in Drvc/opment (General Assembl} )lutions 44177 of 
8 December 1989 and 44/171 of liJ Decemb~. F9)6t 

(d) World Decade for Cultural Development 

Documentation: Report of the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations and the Director-General of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization on progress in 
the implementation of the World Decade for Cultural Development 
(General Assembly resolutions 41/187 of 8 December 1986, 
44.'238 of22 December 1989 and 45/189 of21 December 1990)61 

(e) Economic and technical cooperation among developing countries 

Documentation: Report of the High-level Committee on the Re
view of Technical Cooperation among Developing Countrie' 
(General Assembly resolution 33/134 of !9 December 1978)61 

Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the reso
lution on technical cooperation among developing countrie£ 
(General Assembly n:solution 46/159) 

Report of the Secretary-General on cooperation between the 
United Nations and the Southern African Development Coordina
tion Conference (General Assembly resolution 46/160) 

(f) Euvironmell/ 

Documentation: Report of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Environment Programme (General Assembly 
resolution 2997 (XXVII) of 15 December 1972)6t 

Note by the Secretary-General on international conventions and pro
tocols in the field of the environment (General Assembly resolu
tion 3436 (XXX) of 9 December 1975) 

(g) Desertijication mzd drought 

Documelllation: Repot1 of the Secretary-Genera.! on the implemen
tation of the resolutions on the Plan of Action to Combat Deser
tification (Generui Assembly resolutions 321172 of 19 December 
1977 and 40/209 of 17 December 1985)6t 

Report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of the 
medium-term and long-term recovery and rehabilitation pro
gramme in the Sudano-Sahelian region (Genera.! Assembly reso
lutions 3054 (XXVIII) of 17 October 1973 and 40/209 of 17 
December 1985)6t 

(h) Human sel/lements 

Documentatio11: Report of the Commission on Human Settlements, 
including the report of the Commission on the implementation of 
the Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000 (General Assem· 
bly resolutions 32/162 of 19 December 1977 and 43/180 and 
43/181 of 20 December J988)6t 

Report of the Secretary-General on the progress made in the imple
mentation of the resolution on the living conditions of the Pales
tinian people in the occupied Palestinian territory (General 
Assembly resolution 46/!62)6t 

(i) Science and /ecJmology for development 

(j) 

Documentation: Report of the Intergovernmental Committee on 
Science and Technology for Development (General Assembly 
resolutions 34/218 of 19 December 1979 and 39/217 of 18 De
cember 1984)6t 

Report of the Secretary-General on ways and means of strengthening 
endogenous capacity-building in science and technology in the 
developing countries (General Assembly resolution 46/165) 

Entrepreneurship 

Documentation: Relevant section of the report of the Director· 
General for Development and lntemational Economic Cooperation 
on the operational activities of the United Nations system (General 
Assembly resolution 45/188 of 21 December 1990)6t 

Report of the Secretary-General (General Assembly resolution 
46/166) 

Item 3. Operatiooo/ activities for development 

(a) Operational activities of the United Nations system 

Documentation· Report of the Director-General for Development 
and International Economic Cooperation on the operational activi-
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ties for development of the United Nations system (General 
Assembly resolutions 41/171 of5 December 1986,44/171 of 
19 December 1989 and 44/211 of22 December 1989)61 

(b) United Nations Development Programme 

Documentation: Report of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Development Programme61 

(c) United Nations CApital Development Fund 

Documentation: Relevant chapter of the report of the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Development Programme 

(d) United Nations technical cooperation activities 

Documentation: Report of the Secretary-General on United Nations 
technical cooperation activities 

Relevant chapter of the report of the Governing Council of the United 
Nations Development Programme 

(e) United Nations Volunteers programme 

Documentation: Relevant chapter of the report of the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Development Programme 

Item 4. International Decade for Natural Disaster Red11ction 

Documentation: Report of the Secretary-General on the activities 
of the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction 
(General Assembly resolutions 44/236 of 22 December 1989 and 
46/149)61 

Item 5. Special programmes of economic assistance 

Documentation: Reports of the Secretary-General on individual 
countries 

Reports of the Secretaly·General presenting summary reports on 
countries with no separate individual reports in that year 

Item 6. Implementation of tile commitments and policies agreed upon in 
tile Declaration on International Economic Cooperation. in p<ll'· 
ticu/ar tile Revitalization of Economic Growth and Deve/opme/11 
of tile Developing Countries 

Documentation: Report of the Secretary-General on the imple
mentation of the resolution on regional economic integration 
among developing countries (General Assembly resolution 
46/145) 

Item 7. Human resources development 

Documentation: Report of the Secretary-General on the imp Iemen· 
tation of General Assembly resolution 46/143 

46/456. Second Transport and Communications Dec
ade in Africa 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second 
Committee,64 endorsed Economic and Social Council reso
lution 1991/83 of 26 July 1991 on the Second Transport 
and Communications Decade in Africa, in particular para
graph 4 of that resolution. 

46/457. Europe-Africa permanent link through the 
Strait of Gibraltar 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second 
Committee,64 endorsed Economic and Social Council reso
lution 1991/74 of 26 July 1991 on the Europe-Africa per
manent link through the Strait of Gibraltar. 

46/458. Second Industrial Development Decade for 
Africa (1991-2000) 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second 
Committee: 64 

(a) Endorsed Economic and Social Council resolution 
1991 /81 of 26 July 1991 on the Second Industrial Develop
ment Decade for Africa (1991-2000), in particular para
graph 4 of that resolution; 

(b) Took note with appreciation of resolution GC 4/8 
of the United Nations Industrial Development Organiza
tion on the Second Industrial Development Decade for Af
rica, adopted by the General Conference of the United Na
tions Industrial Development Organization at its fourth 
session on 22 November 1991. 

46/459. Note by the Secretary-General on progress in 
the implementation of specific action related 
to the particular needs and problems of land
locked developing countries 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on recommendation of the Second 
Committee,6 ~ took note of the note by the Secretary-General 
on progress in the implementation of specific action related 
to the particular needs and problems of land-locked devel
oping countries.66 

46/460. Environment and agricultural policies 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second 
Committee,67 invited the Preparatory Committee for the 
United Nations Conference on Environment and Develop
ment, at its fourth session, in particular in the context of 
Agenda 21, to consider the relationship between the environ
ment and agricultural policies, including in the area of trade. 

46/461. Report of the Commonwealth Group of Ex
perts on the Impact of Global Economic and 
Political Change on the Development Process 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second 
Committee:67 

(a) Took note of the executive summary of the report 
of the Commonwealth Group of Experts on the Impact of 
Global Economic and Political Change on the Develop
ment Process entitled "Change for the better: global change 
and economic development";68 

(b) Requested the Secretary-General, in consultation 
with the President of the Economic and Social Council, to 
convene, within existing resources, not excluding volun
tary contributions, during the regular session of 1992 of 
the Council, a meeting devoted to an informal exchange of 
views on the conclusions and recommendations contained 
in the report of the Commonwealth Group of Experts; 

(c) Invited the President of the Economic and Social 
Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-sev
enth session on the views expressed during the informal 
exchange of views to be held during the regular session of 
1992 of the Council. 
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46/462. Report of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Environment Programme 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second 
Committee,67 having considered the report of the Govern
ing Council of the United Nations Environment Pro
gramme on the work of its sixteenth session,69 held at Nai
robi from 20 to 31 May 1991, and taking note of Economic 
and Social Council decision 1991/313 of26 July 1991, in 
which the Council, inter alia, took note of that report, took 
note with appreciation of the report and of the decisions as 
adopted therein. 

46/463. Documents relating to environment 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second 
Committee,67 took note of the following documents: 

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on possible ad
verse effects of sea level rise on islands and coastal areas. 
particularly low-lying coastal areas;70 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on traffic in and 
disposal, control and transboundary movements of toxic 
and dangerous products and wastes;71 

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on implementation 
of General Assembly resolution 44/227;12 

(d) Report of the Secretary-General on large-scale pe
lagic drift-net fishing and its impact on the living marine 
resources of the world's oceans and seas;73 

(e) Note by the Secretary-General on international con
ventions and protocols in the field of the environment.74 

46/464. Technical cooperation among developing 
countries as a modality in the formulation, 
preparation, execution and evaluation of the 
projects implemented by the organs, organi
zations, bodies, programmes and specialized 
agencies of the United Nations system in the 
economic, social and related fields 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second 
Committee/5 requested the Economic and Social Council, 
at its organizational session for 1992, to consider among 
the various proposals for themes for the coordination seg
ment of its regular session in 1992 a theme entitled "Tech
nical cooperation among developing countries as a modal
ity in the formulation, preparation, execution and 
evaluation of the projects implemented by the organs, or
ganizations, bodies, programmes and specialized agencies 

of the United Nations system in the economic, social and 
related fields". 

46/465. Strengthening of the work of the United 
Nations in the field of operational activities 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, on 
the recommendation of the Second Committee,75 the Gen
eral Assembly, in the context of the need to strengthen the 
operational activities of the United Nations system and 
bearing in mind the restructuring and revitalization proc
ess, and in order to more effectively and efficiently support 
the developing countries in their development process, 
decided: 

(a) To request the Economic and Social Council, at 
its organizational session for 1992, to consider that the 
question of strengthening the operational activities of the 
United Nations system be discussed by the Council at its 
regular session of 1992, taking into account in that regard 
the recommendations of the twenty-sixth series of Joint 
Meetings of the Committee for Programme and Coordina
tion and the Administrative Committee on Coordination;76 

(b) To request the Secretary-General to submit to the 
Economic and Social Council, at its regular session of 
1992, an analytical report on strengthening the operational 
activities of the United Nat ions system, including the gov
ernance and financing aspects thereof and drawing upon 
relevant studies, such as the Nordic project,77 and which 
also should identify other relevant and interrelated aspects 
of strengthening the effectiveness and efficiency of the op
erational activities of the United Nations system. 

46/466. Documents relating to operational activities 
for development 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second 
Committee,75 took note of the following documents: 

(a) Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the re
port of the Joint Inspection Unit on technical cooperation 
and the use of national professional project personnel, and 
the comments of the Administrative Committee on Coor
dination thereon; 78 

(b) Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the re
port of the Administrator of the United Nations Develop
ment Programme on the United Nations Development 
Fund for Women;79 

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on participation of 
the United Nations in the review of the governance ar
rangements of the World Food Programme.80 

5. Decisiom adopted on the reports of the Third Committee 

46/425. Documents relating to the question of social (a) Policies and programmes involving youth;82 

development 

At its 74th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Third 
Committee,81 took note of the reports ofthe Secretary-Gen
eral on: 

(b) Progress made in the preparations for the Interna
tional Year of the Family;83 

(c) Implementation of the Guiding Principles for De
velopmental Social Welfare Policies and Programmes in 
the Near Future. 84 
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46/426. Documents relating to the question of the 
advancement of women 

At its 74th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Third 
Committee,85 took note of the following documents: 

(a) Report ofthe Committee on the Elimination of Dis
crimination against Women;86 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on the Convention 
on the Elimination of All Fonns of Discrimination against 
Women.87 

46/427. Documents on questions relating to refugees 
and displaced persons and humanitarian 
questions 

At its 74th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Third 
Committee,88 took note of the following documents: 

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on humanitarian 
assistance to Iraqi refugees and displaced persons;89 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on the review of 
the capacity, experience and coordination arrangements in 
the United Nations system for humanitarian assistance;90 

(c) Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the 
comments of the Administrative Committee on Coordina
tion on the report of the Joint Inspection Unit entitled "The 
coordination of activities related to early warning of pos
sible refugee flows" .91 

46/428. Status of the Convention against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treat
ment or Punishment 

At its 75th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Third 
Committee,92 took note of the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on the status of the Convention against Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punish
ment,93 and requested the Secretary-General to report to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session on the status 
of the Convention. 

46/429. Consideration of the request for the revision 
of article 8, paragraph 6, of the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Racial Discrimination 

At its 75th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Third 
Committee,92 aware that the Government of Australia had 
made a written request94 for the revision of article 8, para
graph 6, of the International Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination,95 by substituting, 
for existing paragraph 6, a new paragraph reading "The 
Secretary-General shall provide the necessary staff and 
facilities for the effective performance of the functions 
of the Committee under the Convention", and by adding 
a new paragraph, as paragraph 7, reading "The members 
ofthe Committee established under the present Conven
tion shall receive emoluments from United Nations 
resources on such terms and conditions as the General 
Assembly may decide", and having noted that article 23 of 

the Convention required the General Assembly to decide 
upon the steps, if any, to be taken in respect of such a re
quest, decided: 

(a) To request the States parties to the Convention to 
consider the proposed revision at their next meeting in 
January 1992; 

(b) To request the meeting of States parties to limit the 
scope of any revision of the Convention to the question of 
arrangements for meeting the expenses of members of the 
Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
while they are perfonning Committee duties, as provided 
for in article 8, paragraph 6, of the Convention. 

46/430. Documents relating to human rights questions 

At its 75th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Third 
Committee,96 took note of the following documents: 

(a) Report of the Committee against Torture;97 

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on torture and in
human treatment of children n detention in South Africa;98 

(c) Report of the Secretary-General on enhancing the 
effectiveness of the principle of periodic and genuine elec
tions;99 

(d) Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the pre
liminary report on the situation of human rights in South 
Africa prepared by the Ad Hoc Working Group of Experts 
on Southern Africa; 100 

(e) Note by the Secretary-General on the situation of 
human rights in southern Lebanon.l 01 

46/431. Non-governmental organizations 

At its 75th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Third 
Committee,l 02 having taken note of the Economic and So
cial Council decision 1991/219 of 22 May 1991, requested 
the Economic and Social Council to review at its regular 
session of 1992 the conditions necessary for the effective 
functioning of the Non-Governmental Organizations Unit 
of the Department of International Economic and Social 
Affairs of the Secretariat. 

46/432. Report of the Economic and Social Council 

At its 75th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Third 
Committee,l 02 took note of chapters I, IV (sections A, E 
and F), VI, VII (sections B, G and H) and IX of the report 
of the Economic and Social Council. 33 

46/435. Report of the Secretary-General concerning 
crime prevention and criminal justice 

At its 77th plenary meeting, on 18 December 1991, the 
General Assembly. on the recommendation of the Third 
Committee,l 03 took note of the report of the Secretary
General104 on the progress achieved in the implementation 
of General Assembly resolution 45/121 on the Eighth 
United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and 
the Treatment of Offenders. 
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6. Decisions adopted on the reports of the Fourth Committee 

46/419. Military activities and arrangements by colo
nial Powers in Territories under their ad
ministration which might be impeding the 
implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Coun
tries and Peoples 

At its 68th plenary meeting, on II December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fourth 
Committee,l 05 adopted the following text: 

"1. The General Assembly, having considered the 
chapter of the report of the Special Committee on the 
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Dec
laration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples relating to an item on the agenda 
of the Special Committee entitled 'Military activities 
and arrangements by colonial Powers in Territories un
der their administration which might be impeding the 
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples' 106 and 
recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960 
and all other resolutions and decisions of the United 
Nations relating to military activities in colonial and 
Non-Self-Governing Territories, reaffirms its strong 
conviction that military bases and installations in the 
Territories concerned could constitute an obstacle to the 
exercise by the people of those Territories of their right 
to self-determination and reiterates its strong views that 
existing bases and installations, which are impeding the 
implementation of the Declaration, should be with
drawn and that no further entrenchment should be con
doned. 

"2. The General Assembly reaffirms that it is the 
responsibility of the administering Powers to ensure that 
the existence of military bases and installations does not 
hinder the population of the Territories from exercising 
their right to self-determination and independence in 
conformity with the purposes and principles of the Char
ter of the United Nations and the Declaration. Further
more, aware of the presence of such bases and 
installations in some of those Territories, the Assembly 
urges the administering Powers concerned to continue 
to take all necessary measures not to involve those 
Territories in any offensive acts or interference against 
other States, and to comply fully with the purposes and 
principles of the Charter. 

"3. The General Assembly reiterates its condemna
tion of all military activities and arrangements by colo
nial Powers in Territories under their administration 
which might run counter to the rights and interests of the 
colonial peoples concerned, especially their right to self
determination and independence. The Assembly once 
again calls upon the colonial Powers concerned to ter
minate such activities and to eliminate such military 
bases in compliance with the relevant resolutions of the 
Assembly. 

"4. The General Assembly reiterates that the colo
nial Territories and areas adjacent thereto should not be 
used for nuclear testing, dumping of nuclear wastes or 
deployment of nuclear and other weapons of mass de
struction. 

"5. The General Assembly welcomes the impOiiant 
changes taking place in South Africa aimed at facilitat
ing the commencement of substantive constitutional ne
gotiations. The Assembly notes that, these developments 

notwithstanding, apartheid remains firmly entrenched 
and that as a result there is a continuing threat to the peace 
and security of the region. 

"6. The General Assembly notes with grave concern 
revelations of covert funding and collusion by the South 
African regime with certain political organizations and 
reports of the involvement of its security forces in per
petrating acts of violence. 

"7. The General Assembly condemns the continued 
military, nuclear and intelligence collaboration between 
South Africa and certain countries, which constitutes a 
violation of the military embargo imposed against South 
Africa by the Security Council in its resolution 418 
( 1977) of 4 November 1977, and which poses a threat to 
international peace and security. The Assembly urges 
the Council to consider, as a matter of urgency, the report 
of the Council Committee established under its resolu
tion 421 (1977) of 9 December 1977 107 and to adopt 
further measures to widen the scope of resolution 418 
(1977) in order to make it more effective and compre
hensive. The Assembly calls for an immediate end to all 
forms of such collaboration. The Assembly further calls 
for the scrupulous observance of resolution 558 (1984) 
of 13 December 1984, by which the Council enjoined 
Member States to refrain from importing armaments 
from South Africa. 

"8. The General Assembly considers that the acqui
sition of nuclear-weapon capability by the South African 
regime, with its infamous record of violence and ag
gression, constitutes a further effort on its part to terror
ize and intimidate independent States in the region 
into submission. The Assembly condemns the continu
ing support to the South African regime in the military 
and other fields. In this context, the Assembly ex
presses its concern at the grave consequences for inter
national peace and security of the collaboration between 
the apartheid system in South Africa and certain West
ern Powers, Israel and other countries in the military 
and nuclear fields. It calls upon the States concerned 
to end all such collaboration and, in particular, to 
halt the supply to the apartheid system of equip
ment, technology, materials and training enabling the 
regime to increase its capability to manufacture nuclear 
weapons. 

"9. The General Assembly strongly condemns the 
continuing collaboration of certain countries with the 
racist regime in the military and nuclear fields and ex
presses its conviction that such collaboration is in con
travention of the arms embargo imposed against South 
Africa under Security Council resolution 418 (1977) and 
undermines international solidarity against the apartheid 
regime. The Assembly thus calls for the termination 
forthwith of all such collaboration. 

"I 0. The General Assembly is particularly mindful 
in that regard of the Declaration on South Africa, 
adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Govern
ment of the Organization of African Unity at its twenty
seventh ordinary session, held at Ahuja, Nigeria, from 3 
to 5 June 1991,108 the report of the Tenth Conference of 
Ministers for Foreign Affairs ofNon-Aligned Countries, 
held at Accra from 2 to 7 September 1991,1°9 and the 
Communique adopted by the Heads of Government of 
the countries of the Commonwealth at their meeting held 
at Harare from 16 to 22 October 1991.1 10 
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"11. The General Assembly urges all Governments, 
the specialized agencies and other intergovernmental 
organizations to provide increased material assistance to 
the thousands of refugees who have been forced by the 
oppressive policies of the apartheid regime in South 
Africa to flee into the neighbouring States and for the 
purpose of resettlement of those who are returning. 

"12. The General Assembly deplores the continued 
alienation of land in colonial Territories, particularly in 
the small island Territories of the Pacific and Caribbean 
regions, for military installations. The large-scale utili
zation of the local resources for this purpose could 
adversely affect the economic development of the Ter
ritories concerned. 

"13. The General Assembly requests the Secretary
General to continue, through the Department of Public 
In~or:mation of the Secretariat, to inform world public 
opm10n of the facts concerning the military activities 
and arrangements in colonial Territories which are im
peding the implementation of the Declaration on the 
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples, contained in Assembly resolution 1514 (XV). 

"14. The General Assembly requests the Special 
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Imple
mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples to continue 
to examine this question and to report thereon to the 
Assembly at its forty-seventh session." 

46/420. Question of Gibraltar 

At its 68th plenary meeting, on II December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fourth 
Committee, 111 adopted the following text as representing 
the consensus of the members of the Assembly: 

"The General Assembly, recalling its decision 45/407 
of 20 November 1990 and recalling at the same time that 
the statement agreed to by the Governments of Spain and 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ire
land at Brussels on 27 November 1984112 stipulates, 
inter alia, the following: 

'The establishment of a negotiating process aimed 
at overcoming all the differences between them over 
Gibraltar and at promoting cooperation on a mutually 
beneficial basis on economic, cultural, touristic, avia
tion, military and environmental matters. Both sides 
~ccept that the issues of sovereignty will be discussed 
m that process. The British Government will fully 
maintain its commitment to honour the wishes of the 
people of Gibraltar as set out in the preamble of the 
1969 Constitution', 

t~e~ note of the !act that_. as part of this process, the 
Mm1sters for Fore1gn Affmrs have held annual meetings 
alternatively in each capital, and urges both Govern
ments to continue their negotiations with the object of 
reaching a definitive solution to the problem of Gibraltar 
in the light of relevant resolutions of the General Assem
bly and in the spirit of the Charter of the United Na
tions." 

46/421. Question of Pitcairn 

At its 68th plenary meeting, on II December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fom1h 

Committee,111 adopted the following text as representing 
the consensus of members of the Assembly: 

"The General Assembly, having examined the rele
vant chapter of the report of the Special Committee on 
the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting oflndependence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples,113 reaffirms the inalienable right 
of the people of Pitcairn to self-determination in con
formity with the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, which fully 
applies to the Territory. The Assembly further reaffirms 
the responsibility of the administering Power to promote 
the economic and social development of the Territory. 
The Assembly urges the administering Power to con
tinue to respect the very individual lifestyle that the 
people of the Territory have chosen and to preserve, 
promote and protect it. The Assembly requests the Spe
cial Committee to continue to examine the question of 
Pitcairn at its next session and to report thereon to the 
Assembly at its forty-seventh session." 

46/422. Question of St. Helena 

At its 68th plenary meeting, on II December 1991, 
on the recommendation of the Fourth Committee, 114 

the General Assembly, having examined the relevant 
chapters of the report of the Special Committee on the 
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples, 11 5 reaffirmed the inalienable right 
of the people of St. Helena to self-determination and 
independence in conformity with the Declaration 
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries 
and Peoples, contained in Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) 
of 14 December 1960. The Assembly urged the admin
istering Power, in consultation with the Legislative 
Council and other representatives of the people of St. 
Helena, to continue to take all necessary steps to ensure 
the speedy implementation of the Declaration in respect of 
the Territory and, in that connection, reaffirmed the impor
tance of promoting an awareness among the people of St. 
Helena of the possibilities open to them in the exercise of 
their right to self-determination. The Assembly reaffirmed 
the responsibility of the administering Power to promote 
the economic and social development of the Territory and 
called upon the administering Power to continue, in coop
eration with the territorial Government, to strengthen the 
economy and to increase its assistance to diversification 
programmes. The Assembly urged the administering 
Power, in cooperation. with the territorial Government, to 
contmue to take effective measures to safeguard and guar
antee the inalienable right of the people of St. Helena to 
own and dispose of the natural resources of the Territory 
including marine resources, and to establish and maintai~ 
control over the future development of those resources. 
The Assembly expressed the view that the administering 
Power should continue to implement infrastructure and 
community development projects aimed at improving the 
general welfare of the community, including the unem
ployment situation, and to encourage local initiative and 
enterprise, particularly in the areas of fisheries develop
ment, forestry, handicrafts and agriculture. The Assembly 
reaffirmed that continued development assistance from the 
administering Power, together with any assistance that the 
international community might be able to provide, consti-
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tutes an important means of developing the economic po
tential of the Territory and of enhancing the capacity of its 
people to realize fully the goals set forth in the relevant 
provisions of the Charter of the United Nations. The As
sembly, in that connection, welcomed the assistance ren
dered by the United Nations Development Programme and 
invited other organizations of the United Nations system 
to assist in the development of the Territory. The continued 
presence of military facilities in the Territory prompted the 
Assembly, on the basis of previous United Nations resolu
tions and decisions concerning military bases and installa-

tions in colonial and Non-Self-Governing Territories, to 
urge the administering Power to take measures to avoid 
the involvement of the Territory in offensive acts or in
terference against neighbouring States. The Assembly 
considered that the possibility of dispatching a United 
Nations visiting mission to St. Helena at an appro
priate time should be kept under review, and re
quested the Special Committee to continue to examine 
the question of St. Helena at its next session and to 
report thereon to the Assembly at its forty-seventh ses
sion. 

7. Decisions adopted 011 the reports of the Fifth Committee 

46/445. Administrative and budgetary coordination tors as stipulated in the statute was adhered to during its 
of the United Nations with the specialized forty-fourth session, and recommended that the process be 
agencies and the International Atomic Energy strictly followed in the future; 
Agency (e) Expressed concern about the reporting on the per-

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fifth 
Committee,116 having discussed the interim study on the 
need for the development of accounting standards to be ap
plied in the United Nations system, 117 which was requested 
by the General Assembly in its resolution 45/235 of 21 De
cember 1990: 

(a) Decided to discuss at its forty-seventh session the 
question of the administrative and budgetary coordination 
of the United Nations with the specialized agencies and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency; 

(b) Endorsed the recommendations of the Panel of Ex
ternal Auditors on the interim study,117 and requested the 
Secretary-General, taking into account the observations 
and recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Ad
ministrative and Budgetary Questions in its report, 118 to ap
point a consultant from within existing resources to pro
pose a set of accounting standards for common application 
in the United Nations system, and to report thereon to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session. 

46/446. Joint Inspection Unit 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fifth 
Committee: 119 

(a) Acknowledged receipt of the report of the Joint In
spection Unit covering the period I July 1990 to 30 June 
1991;120 

(b) Took note of the work programme of the Unit as 
contained in the note by the Secretary-General; 121 

(c) Recalled its decision 45/450 of 21 December 1990, 
in which it welcomed the intention of the Advisory Com
mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions to in
crease its efforts to report on specific matters of system
wide concern, such as conference services, procurement 
and agency support costs, and in this connection encour
aged the Joint Inspection Unit to continue its efforts to 
comply with paragraph 2 (a) of General Assembly resolu
tion 45/237 of 21 December 1990; 

(d) Recalled also its resolution 41/213 of 19 December 
1986, as well as articles 2 and 3 of the statute of the Joint 
Inspection Unit, and in this regard welcomed the fact that 
the consultation process for selecting candidates as inspec-

formance and results of United Nations programmes and 
invited the Committee for Programme and Coordination 
and the Advisory Committee to consider anew the 1988 
report of the Joint Inspection Unit'22 in this regard and to 
report thereon to the Assembly; 

(j) Noted with concern the late issuance of comments 
by the executive heads of organizations concerned or by 
the Administrative Committee on Coordination on there
ports of the Joint Inspection Unit and requested the execu
tive heads to observe strictly the time-limits for comment
ing on Joint Inspection Unit reports, as provided for under 
article II, paragraphs 4 (d) and (e), of its statute; 

(g) Requested the Advisory Committee, within its 
mandate and with due respect to the statute of the Joint 
Inspection Unit, to examine the functioning of the Joint In
spection Unit, including the proposals thereon contained in 
paragraphs 12 to 16 of the 1991 report of the Unit, and, 
taking into account the views of the Unit on this subject, 
to submit to the General Assembly at its forty-seventh ses
sion recommendations for the enhancement of the produc
tivity and performance of the Unit; 

(h) Decided to conduct at its forty-seventh session the 
in-depth discussion of the reports of the Joint Inspection 
Unit for the periods 1990-1991 and 1991-1992 and to con
sider at the same session the desirability and possibility of 
biennializing this item of the agenda in the context of on
going efforts to improve the work of the Fifth Committee 
by, inter alia, biennializing items of its agenda. 

46/447. Report of the Economic and Social Council 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fifth 
Committee,123 took note of chapters I, IV (section F) and 
VII (sections B and D) of the report of the Economic and 
Social Council. 33 

46/449. Establishment of a United Nations informa
tion centre at Windhoek 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fifth 
Committee,124 took note of the report of the Secretary
General on the establishment of a United Nations informa
tion centre at Windhoek. 125 
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46/450. Standards of accommodation for air travel 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fifth 
Committee: 124 

(a) Took note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
standards of accommodation for air travel; 126 

(b) Endorsed the comments and observations of the 
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions as contained in its report; 127 

(c) Requested the Secretary-General to submit to the 
General Assembly at its forty-seventh session a re
view/evaluation of the current system together with the 
specific proposals. 

46/451. Effects of inflation and currency fluctuation 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fifth 
Committee, 124 having recalled paragraphs 8 to 1 0 of its 
resolution 43/214 of 21 December 1988 on the need for a 
comprehensive and satisfactory solution to the problem of 
controlling the effects of inflation and currency fluctuation 
on the budget of the United Nations: 

(a) Requested the Advisory Committee on Administra
tive and Budgetary Questions to resume consideration of 
this issue and to report as appropriate to the General As
sembly at its forty-seventh session; 

(b) Also recalled, inter alia, paragraph II of annex I 
to its resolution 41/213 of 19 December 1986, which stipu
lated that, pending the comprehensive and satisfactory so
lution mentioned above, fluctuations in rates of exchange 
and inflation should continue to be treated in accordance 
with established procedures and the relevant provisions of 
the Financial Regulations and Rules. 

46/452. Revised estimates under income section 3 
(Services to the public) 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 

General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fifth 
Committee,l 24 decided to defer action on the pro
posed renovation of the First Basement Concourse of the 
General Assembly Building at Headquarters until a later 
stage. 

46/467. Review of the efficiency of the administra
tive and financial functioning of the United 
Nations 

At its 79th plenary meeting, on 20 December 1991, the 
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fifth 
Committee: 128 

(a) Took note with appreciation of the report of the 
Secretary-General on facilities management129 and the 
comments and observations of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions thereon, and 
urged the Secretary-General to continue with the formula
tion of an integrated and coordinated approach to facilities 
management and to report on speci fie aspects of this matter 
as appropriate; 

(b) Took note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
administrative, structural and other aspects of the improve
ment of the efficiency of the Organization,130 and decided 
to keep the matter under review; 

(c) Deferred consideration of the following documents 
until a later stage at its forty-sixth session: 

(i) Report of the Secretary-General on extrabudgetary 
resources of the United Nations; 131 

(ii) Note by the Secretariat on the application of 
workload analysis techniques at the United 
Nations; 132 

(d) Deferred until its forty-seventh session considera
tion of the follow-up report of the Joint Inspection Unit 
on the Management Advisory Service of the United 
Nations 133 and the comments of the Secretary-General 
thereon. 134 

8. Decisions adopted 011 the reports of the Sixth Committee 

46/416. Consideration of the draft articles on most-favoured-nation clauses 

At its 67th plenary meeting, on 9 December 1991, the General Assembly, on 
the recommendation of the Sixth Committee, 135 having noted with appreciation the 
valuable work done by the International Law Commission on the most-favoured
nation clauses, as well as the observations and comments of Member States, of organs of 
the United Nations, of the specialized agencies and of interested intergovernmental organi
zations, decided to bring the draft articles on most-favoured-nation clauses, as contained 
in the report of the International Law Commission on the work of its thirtieth ses
sion,'16 to the attention of Member States and interested intergovemmental organizations for 
their consideration in such cases and to the extent as they deem appropriate. 

46/417. Exploitation of the environment as a weapon in times of armed conflict 
and the taking of practical measures to prevent such exploitation 

At its 67th plenary meeting, on 9 December 1991, on the recommendation of the Sixth 
Committee, 137 the General Assembly: 

(a) Took note that the protection of the environment in times of armed conflict 
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was to be addressed at the Twenty-sixth International Conference of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent; 

(b) Decided to request the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly 
at its forty-seventh session on activities undertaken in the framework of the International 
Red Cross with regard to that issue; 

(c) Also decided to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-seventh 
session the item entitled "Protection of the environment in times of armed conflict". 
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ANNEX I 

COMPOSITION OF ORGANS 

This list provides a reference to the composition of the Security Council, the 
Economic and Social Council, the Trusteeship Council and the International Court of 
Justice, and of organs established by the General Assembly. The composition of an 
organ will be found in the volume of resolutions and decisions for the session indicated 
on the page of that volume given in the right-hand column. 

tWg ... 

Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole to_Review the Implementation of the Charter 
of Economic Rights and Duties of States ........................... . 

Ad Hoc Committee on International Terrorism ................. _ ...... . 

Ad Hoc Committee on the Implementation of the Collective Security Provi-
sions of the Charter of the United Nations• ............ . 

Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Oceanb 

Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disannament Conference ..... _ 

Advisory Commission of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (members appointed by the General 
Assembly) .................................................... . 

Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions ......... . 

Advisory Committee on the United Nations Educational and Training Pro-
gramme for Southern Africa ..................................... . 

Advisory Committee on the United Nations Programme of Assistance in the 
Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International 
Law ......................................................... . 

Board of Auditors ........................................ _ .... _ .. . 

Board of Governors of the United Nations Special Fundc ................ . 

Board of Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Tor-
tured ............................................. . 

Commission against Apartheid in Sports• 

Committee against Torturer 

Conunittee for Programme and Coordination .................. _ 

Committee for the United Nations Population Awardg .......... _ 

Committee of Trustees of the United Nations Fund for South Africa ...... . 

Commit\:'e on Applications for Review of Administrative Tribunal Judge-
ments ....................................................... . 

Committee on Arrangements for a Conference for the Purpose of Reviewing 
the Charter ........................................... __ ...... . 

Committee on Conferences .......................... _ . . .. _ . . . . . .. 

Committee on Contributions ............................... _ ....... . 

Conunittee on Information ......................................... . 

Committee on Relations with the Host Country ........................ . 

Committee on the Development and Utilization of New and Renewable 
Sources of Energy ..................................... _ 

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women' 

Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination! 

Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestiman People 

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Spacek ...................... . 

Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Mem-
bers of Their Families . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... . 

Committee on the Rights of the Child ................... . 

Conference on Disannament1 • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • .••• _ •..••. 

Consultative Committee on the United Nations Development Fund for Women 

Credentials Committee ............................................ . 

Disarmament Commission ............................ . 

Economic and Social Council 
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General Committeem 

Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme 

High-level Committee on the Review of Technical Cooperation among Devel-
oping Countries" ............................................... . 

Industrial Development Board ...................................... . 

Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology for Development 

Intergovernmental Group to Monitor the Supply and Shipping of Oil and 
Petroleum Products to South Africa ............................... . 

Intergovernmental Working Group on a Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 
Programme ................................................... . 

International Civil Service Commission .............................. . 

International Court of Justice ....................................... . 

International Law Commission ..................................... . 

Investments Committee ........................................... . 

Joint Inspection Unit ............................................. . 

Negotiating Committee on the Financial Emergency of the United Nations0 

Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............. . 

Preparatory Committee for the World Conference on Human Rights ...... . 

Scientific and Technical Committee on the International Decade for Natural 
Disaster Reduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............. . 

Security Council ................................................. . 

Special Committee against Apartheid ................................ . 

Special Committee on Enhancing the Effectiveness of the Principle of Non-Use 
of Force in International Relations ................................ . 

Special Committee on Peace-keeping Operations . . . . ................. . 

Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and on the Strength-
ening of the Role of the Organization .............................. . 

Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Granting oflndependence to Colonial Countries and Peo-
ples ......................................................... . 

Special Committee to investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights 
of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied TerritoriesP ... 

Special Committee to Select the Winners of the United Nations Human Rights 
Prize ........................................................ . 

Special High-level Council for the International Decad~ fur Natural Disaster 
Reduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............ . 

Trade and Development Boardq . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. . 

Trusteeship Council' . . . .......................................... . 

United Nations Administrative Tribunal .............................. . 

United Nations Commission on International Trade Law ................ . 

United Nations Conciliation Commission for Palestine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 

United Nations Scientific Advisory Committee• ....................... . 

United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation .. . 

United Nations Staff Pension Committee (members appointed by the General 
Assembly) ................................................... . 

United Nations Trust Committee for the United Nations Fund for Namibia .. 

Working Group on the Financing of the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East . . . . . . .............. . 

World Food Council ............................. . 

NoTF.s 

"See also resolution 40/159. 
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bSee Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-sixth Session, Sr1pplement No. 29 and corrigendum 
(A/46/29 and Coer.!), para. 3. 

0See also decisions 36/424 and 39/430. 
dsee also A/39/662, para. I. 
•Established in accordance with article II of the lntemational Convention against Apartheid in Sports 

(resolution 40/64 G, annex). For the composition of the Commission, see Offici"/ Records of the General 
Assembly, Forty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 22 (A/46/22), annex I, sect. D. 

fEstablished in accordance with article 17 of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman 
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (see resolution 39/46, annex). For the composition of the Committee, 
see Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-sixth Session, Supplemelfl No. 46 (A/46/46}, annex II. 
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'See also Official Records of the Economic and Social CouncU, /981, Plenary Meetings, vol. II 
(EI1982/SR.30-58), 54th meeting, para. 57; and Economic and Social Council decisions 1988/150 and 
1988/176. 

hComposed of the Member States represented on the General Committee of the General Assembly at 
the forty-sixth session (see sect. X.A, decisions 46/302, 46/303 and 46/304). 

;Established in accordance with article 17 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women (see resolution 34/180). For the composition of the Committee, see Official 
Records of the Getleral Assemb(v. Forty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 38 (A/46/38), annex II. 

iEstablished in accordance with article 8 of the Intern:ttional Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Racial Discrimination (see resolution 2106 A (XX)). For the composition of the Committee, see Official 
Records of the General Assembly, Forty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 18 (A/46/18), sect. I.C. 

tsec also Official Rewrds of the General Assembly, Forty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 20 (A/46/20), 
para. 5. 

1Previously known as the Committee on Disarmament (see Official Records of the General Assembly, 
Thirty-eighth Session. Supplement No. 17 and corrigendum (A/38/27 and Corr.l), para. 21). 

msee sect. X.A, decisions 46/302, 41\/303 and 46/304. 
0See also Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-•ixth Session, Supplement No. 39 (A/46/39), 

sect. II.B. 
0 lbid., Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 37 (A/31/37), para. 3. 
PSee also sect. IV, resolution 44/48 A, para. 25. 
qSee also Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-sixth Sessio11, Supplement No. 15 (A/46/IS), 

vol. I, para. 6. 
'See also Official Records of the Security Council, Fortv-sixtlr Year, Special Supplement No. I, part I, 

para. I. 
•sec also resolution 1344 (XIII). 
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ANNEX II 

CONVENTIONS, DECLARATIONS AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS 

This list provides a reference to the conventions, declarations and other instruments 
the texts of which appear in the volumes of resolutions and decisions. 

Iltle 

Agreement between the United Nations and the Carnegie Foundation concerning the 
use of the premises of the Peace Palace at The Hague and Supplementary Agree-
ment .............................................................. . 

Agreement between the United Nations and the International Fund for Agriculturnl 
Development ....................................................... . 

Agreement between the United Nations and the United Nations Industrial Develop-
ment Organization .................................................. . 

Agreement between the United Nations and the United States of America regarding 
the Headquarters of the United Nations ................................. . 

Agreement between the United Nations and the World Intellectual Property Organi· 
zation ............................................................. . 

Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies 

Agreement on Cooperation and Relationships between the United Nations and the 
World Tourism Organization .......................................... . 

Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return of 
Objects Launched into Outer Space .................................... . 

Basic Principles for the Treatment of Prisoners . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of Detention 
or Imprisonment .................................................... . 

Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States ........................... . 

Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials ........................... . 

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment ........................................................ . 

Convention for the Suppression of the Trnffic in Persons and of the E.xploitation of 
the Prostitution of Others ............................................. . 

Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and Registrntion of 
Marriages ......................................................... . 

Convention on International Liability for Damage Caused by Space Objects ..... . 

Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space ............. . 

Convention on Special Missions and Optional Protocol concerning the Compulsory 
Settlement of Disputes ............................................... . 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women .. . 

Convention on the International Right of Correction ......................... . 

Convention on the Nationality of Married Women .......................... . 

Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and 
Crimes against Humanity ............................................. . 

Convention on the Political Rights of Women .............................. . 

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against Internationally Pro-
tected Persons, including Diplomatic Agents ............................. . 

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide ....... . 

Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the Specialized Agencies ....... . 

Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations ............ . 

Convention on the Prohibition of Military or Any Other Hostile Use of Environmental 
Modification Techniques ............................................. . 

Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of 
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction 

Convention on the Rights of the Child .................................... . 

Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power 

Declarntion of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration 
and Use of Outer Space ................. " ............................ . 
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2902 (XXVI) 

32/107 

40/180 

169 (II) 

3346 (XXIX) 

34/68 

32.'156 

2345 (XXII) 

451111 

43/173 

3281 (XXIX) 

341169 

39/46 

317 (IV) 

1763 A (XVII) 

2777 (XXVI) 

3235 (XXIX) 

2530 (XXIV) 

34/180 

630 (VII) 

1040 (XI) 

2391 (XXIII) 

640 (VII) 

3166 (XXVIII) 

260 A (III) 

179 (II) 

22 A (I) 

31172 

2826 (XXVI) 

44/25 

40/34 

1962 (XV III) 
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Declaration of Principles Governing the Seabed and the Ocean Floor, and the Subsoil 
Thereof, beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction . . . . . . . . . . ............ . 

Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace ......................... . 

Declaration of the 1980s as the Second Disarmament Decade .... . 

Declaration of the 1990s as the Third Disarmament Decade ..... . 

Declaration of the Rights of the Child ...................... . 

Declaration on Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa ... 

Declaration on Fact-finding by the United Nations in the Field of the Maintenance of 
I ntemational Peace and Security ....................................... . 

Declaration on International Cooperation for Disarmament ................... . 

Declaration on International Economic Co-operation, in particular the Revitalization 
of Economic Growtb and Development of the Developing Countries ......... . 

Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co
operation among States in accordallCe with the Charter of the United Nations ... 

Declaration on Social and Legal Principles relating to the Protection and Welfare of 
Children, with Special Reference to Foster Placement and Adoption Nationally and 
Internationally ...................................................... . 

Declaration on Social Progress and Development ........................... . 

Declaration on South Africa ............................................ . 

Declaration on Territorial Asylum ....................................... . 

Declaration on the Control of Drug Trafficking and Drug Abuse .............. . 

Declaration on the Critical Economic Situation in Africa ..................... . 

Declaration on the Deepening and Consolidation of International Detente ....... . 

Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination 
Based on Religion or Belief. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . 

Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women .............. . 

Declaration on the Enhancement of the Effectiveness of the Principle of Refraining 
from the Threat or Use of Force in International Relations ................. . 

Declaration on the Establishment of a New International Economic Order ....... . 

Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples .. 

Declaration on the Human Rights of Individuals Who are not Nationals of the Country 
in which They Live ................................................. . 

Declaration on the Inadmissibility of Intervention and Interference in the Internal Af· 
fairs of States ...................................................... . 

Declaration on the Inadmissibility of Intervention in the Domestic A flairs of States 
and the Protection of Their Independence and Sovereignty ................. . 

Declaration on the Occasion of the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the United Nations 

Declaration on the Participation of Women in Promoting International Peace and Co-
operation .......................................................... . 

Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace .................. . 

Declaration on the Prevention and Removal of Disputes and Situations Which May 
Threaten International Peace and Security and on the Role of the United Nations 
in this Field ........................................................ . 

Declaration on the Prevention of Nuclear Catastrophe ....................... . 

Declaration on the Prohibition of the Use of Nuclear and Thermonuclear Weapons 

Declaration on the Promotion among Y outb of the Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect 
and Understanding between Peoples .................................... . 

Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and 
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment .............. . 

Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in Emt:rgency and Armed 
Conflict . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...................... . 

Declaration on the Right of Peoples to Peace .............................. . 

Declaration on the Right to Development .................................. . 

Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons ............................. . 

Declaration on the Rights of Mentally Retarded Persons ..................... . 

Declaration on the Strengthening of International Security .................... . 

Declaration on the Use of Scientific and Technological Progress in the Interests of 
Peace and for the Benefit of Mankind .................................. . 

Definition of Aggression ............................................... . 

International Convention against Apartheid in Sports ........................ . 

International Convention against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of 
Mercenaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......................... . 

International Convention against the Taking of Hostages ..................... . 

International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Disctimination 
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2749 (XXV) 

2832 (XXVI) 
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34/88 
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2625 (XXV) 

41/85 

2542 (XXIV) 
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2312 (XXII) 

39/142 

39/29 

32/155 

36/55 

2263 (XXII) 

42122 

3201 (S-VI) 

1514 (XV) 

40/144 

36/103 

2131 (XX) 

2627 (XXV) 

37/63 

33173 

43/51 

36/100 

1653 (XVI) 

2037 (XX) 

3452 (XXX) 

3318 (XXIX) 

39/1 I 

41/128 

3447 (XXX) 

2856 (XXVI) 

2734 (XXV) 

3384 (XXX) 

3314 (XXIX) 

40/64 G 

44134 

34/146 
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International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 
Members of Their Families ........................................... . 

International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apart-

heid ...•............ · ·. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and Optional Protocol ...... . 

International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights ........... . 

International Declaration ag;ainst Apartheid in Sports ........................ . 
International Development Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Development 

Decade ....•........•............................................... 
International Development Strategy for the Second United Nations Development 

Decade ........................................................... . 

International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development 
Decade .......................................... ··················· 

Manila Declaration on the Peaceful Settlement of International Disputes ........ . 
Model Treaty on Extradition ............................................ . 

Model Treaty on Mutwrl Assistance in Criminal Matters and Optional Protocol to the 
Model Treaty on Mutual Assistance in Criminal Mailers concerning the proceeds 
of crime ............•............................................... 

Model Treaty on the Transfer of Proceedings in Criminal Matters ............. . 

Model Treaty on the Transfer of Supervision of Offenders Conditionally Sentenced 
or Conditionally Released ............................................ . 

Principles for the Protection of Persons with Mental Illness and forth~ Improvement 
of Mental Health Care ............................................... . 

Principles Governing the Use by States of Artificial Earth Satellites for lntemational 
Direct Television Broadcasting ....................................... . 

Principles of Medical Ethics relevant to the role of health personnel, particularly phy
sicians, in the protection of prisoners and detainees against torture and other cruel. 
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment ..................... . 

Principles Relating to Remote Sensing of the Earth from Outer Space .......... . 

Principles that should govern further actions of Stales in the lidd oft he freezing and 
reduction of military budgets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . 

Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 
aiming at the abolition of the death penalty .............................. . 

Statement of principles and programme of action of the United Nations crime pre-
vention and criminal justice programme ................................. . 

Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of 
Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies ............... . 

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

Treaty on the Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons and Other Weap
ons of Mass Destruction on the Seabed and the Ocean Floor and the Subsoil Thereof 

United Nations Convention on International Bills of Exchange and International 
Promissory Notes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... . 

United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination 
United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (The Riyadh 

Guidelines) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... . 

United Nations Principles for Older Persons . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 

United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty 

United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for Non-custodial Measures (The Tokyo 
Rules) ........................................................... . 
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International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism ...... . 

Strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian emergency as-
sistance of the United Nations ....................•..... 

Financial reports and audited financial statements, and reports of 
the Board of Auditors ................................ . 

Programme budget for the biennium 1990-1991 

A. Final budget appropriations for the biennium 1990-1991 

B. Final income estimates for the biennium 1990-1991 .. . 

C. Net appropriations for the biennium 1990-1991 ...... . 

Questions relating to the proposed programme budget for the 
biennium 1992-1993 

Resolution A ...................................... . 

Resolution B ...................................... . 

Resolution C ...................................... . 

Programme budget for the biennium 1992-1993 

A. Budget appropriations for the biennium 1992-1993 ... . 

B. Income estimates for the biennium 1992-1993 ....... . 

C. Financing of appropriations for the year 1992 ........ . 

Unforeseen and extraordinary expenses for the biennium 1992-
1993 .............................................. . 

Working Capital Fund for the biennium 1992-1993 .......... . 

Programme planning ................................... . 

Pattern of conferences .................................. . 

United Nations conunon system: report of the International Civil 
Service Conunission ................................. . 

United Nations pension system ........................... . 

Financing of the United Nations Disengagement Observer Force 

Financing of the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon ..... 

Financing of the United Nations Angola Verification Mission II 

lwo 

94 (h) 

77 

77 

77 (b) 

77 (c) 

77 (c) 

77(d) 

77(d) 

77 (/) 

77 (g) 

77 (g) 

77 (g) 

77 (lr) 

77 (i) 

77 (j) 

78 

79 

84 (b) 

84 (b) 

84 (b) 

84 (b) 

84 (b) 

84 (b) 

84 (b) 

84 (b) 

84 (b) 

84 (b) 

86 

19 

143 

104 

106 

106 

106 

107 

107 

107 

107 

107 

107 

107 

107 

108 

113 

116 

117 

118 (a) 

118 (b) 

120 

Pl•nary 

meeting 

77th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79!h 

DoJ• of 
adoption 

18 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 De.:ember 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

108-0-37 

135-2-5 

347 

221 

121 

121 

121 

122 

123 

123 

124 

125 

126 

126 

127 

128 

128 

129 

130 

130 

131 

132 

133 
133 

134 
134 

135 

135 

136 

136 

136 
49 

49 

239 

241 

243 

243 

244 

244 
247 

2SI 

2S3 

2S4 

2S4 
2SS 

2SS 
256 

258 

264 

267 

268 

269 



348 Geaenl Auembly-Forty-slxtb Sessloa 

R~.JoiUtiOif 

No 

46/196 

46/197 

46/198 

46/199 

46/200 

46/201 

46/202 

46/203 

46/204 

46/205 

Title 

Fiuancing of the United Nations Observer Group in Central 
America ........................................... . 

Financing of the United Nations Iraq-Kuwait Observation Mission 

Financing of the United Nations Advance Mission in Cambodia 

Adverse economic e!Tects of Israeli settlements in the occupied 
Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem, and other Arab terri
tories occupied since 1967 .....................•....... 

Target for World food Programme pledges for the period 1993-
1994 ............................................. . 

Assistance to the Palestinian people ....................... . 

impact oft he recent evolution of East-West relations on the growth 
of the world economy, in particular on tbe economic growth and 
dcvelopme:nt of the developing countries, as well as on intema· 
tiona! economic cooperation ........................... . 

Prevention and control of acquired immunodeficiency syndrome 
{AIDS) ............................................ . 

Special assistance to Namibia ............................ . 

Convening of an international conference on the financing of de-
velopment .......................................... . 

46/206 Report of the Committee for Development Planning: criteria for 
identifying the least developed countries ................. . 

46/207 Strengthening international organizations in the area of multilateral 
trade .............................................. . 

46/208 Environment and international trade .................... . 

46/209 Trade and Development Board ........................... . 

46/210 Economic measures as a means ofpol11ical and economic coercion 
against developing countries ............•.............. 

46/211 Adjustment of the Trade Control Measures Infom1ation System of 
the 1Jr.ited Nations Conference on Trade and Developmeot, as 
called for by the General Assembly in resolution 45/210 ..... 

46/212 Specific actions related to the particular needs and problems of 
land-locked developing countries ....................... . 

46/213 UniteJ Nations/International Maritime Organization Conference of 
Plenipotentiaries on a Drall Convention on Maritime Liens and 
Mortgages .......................................... . 

46/214 International code of conduct on the transfer of technology .. . 

46/215 Large-scale pelagic drift-net fishing and its impact on the living 
marine resources of the world's oceans and seas .......... . 

46/216 International cooperation to mitigate tbe environmental conse· 
quences on Kuwait and other countries in the region resulting 
from the situation between Iraq and Kuwait .............. . 

46/217 International coopemtion in the monitoring, assessment and antici-
pation of environmental threaiS and in assistance in cases of en-
vironmental emergency ............................... . 

46/218 United Nations Dewlopment Programme Human Development 
Report ............................................. . 

46/:!19 Operational activities of the United Nations system .......... . 

46/220 Rationalization of the work of the Fifth Committee: biennialization 
of the programme of work ............................. . 

46/221 Scale of assessments for the apportionment of the expenses of the 
United Nations 

Resolution A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 

Resolution B 
Resolution C 

Resolution D 

122 

136 (a) 

146 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

77 (a) 

77 (a) 

77 (a) 

77 (ll) 

77 (a\ 

77 (a) 

77 (a) 

77 (a) 

77 (e) 

77 (e) 

77 (e) 

82 

82 

105 

114 

114 

114 

114 

DECISIONS 

Decision 
No. Titl~ Item 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

Pl~nary 

meenng 

A. Elections and appointments 

46/301 

46/302 

46/303 

46/304 

Appointment of the members of the Credentials Committee .... 

Ele~tion uf tl•c President of the General Assembly ... . 

Election of the Cbainnen of the Main Committees ........... . 

Elc<:tion of the Vice-Presidents of the Ge, ' Assembly ..... . 

3 (a) 

4 

5 
6 

I st 

1st 

2nd 

2nd 

n ... of 
ddoption 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

Date of 
tJ4Iopn·on 

17 September 1991 

17 September 1991 

17 September 1991 

17 September 1991 

125-2-9 

137-2-0 

97-30-9 

135-0-1 

Voting 

'""'' 

271 

272 
273 

137 

138 

13B 

138 

139 

140 

141 

141 

142 

142 

142 

143 

144 

144 

146 

146 

147 

l48 

148 

149 

52 

274 

275 

277 

278 

278 

Page 

298 

298 

298 

298 



Annex IV. Claeek-Ust or resolutions and decisions 

Deciri011 

No. 

46/305 

46/306 

46/307 

46/308 

46/309 

46/310 

46/311 

461312 

46/313 

46/314 

46/315 

46/316 

46/317 

46/318 

46/319 

46/320 

46/321 

46/322 

ntle 

Election of five non-permanent members of the Security Council 

Election of twenty-nine members of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Environment Programme ................. . 

Election of twelve members of the World Food Council ...... . 

Election of seven members of the Committee for Programme and 
Coordination ........................................ . 

Election of nineteen members of the United Nations Commission 
on International Trade Law ............................ . 

Election of eighteen members of the Economic and Social Council 

Appointment of the members of the Consultative Committee on 
the United Nations Development Fund for Women 

Decision A ........................................ . 

Decision B ........................................ . 

Appointmen(. of members of the Committee on Conferences 

Decision A ........................................ . 

Decision B ........................................ . 

Election of the members of the International Law Commission 

Appointment of members of the Joint Inspection Unit . . . . . . .. 

Election of a member of the International Court of Justice ..... 

Confirmation of the appointment of the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development ..... . 

Appointment of member; of the Advisory Committee on Admin· 
istrative and Budgetary Questions ....................... . 

Appointment of members of the Committee on Contributions .. . 

Appointment of a member of the Board of Auditors .......... . 

Confirmation of the appointment of members of the Investments 
Committee ........................................ . 

Appointment of members of the United Nations Administrative 
Tribunal ........................................... . 

Appointment of members and alternate members of the United 
Nations Staff Pension Conunittee ...................... . 

Item 

15 (a) 

17 (a) 

17 (d) 

17 (e) 

17 (c) 

15 (b) 

18 (h) 
18 (h) 

18 (l) 

18 (l) 

17 (b) 

18 (g) 

15 (c) 

18 U) 

18 (a) 

18 (b) 

IR (c) 

18 (d) 

18 (e) 

18 (/) 

B. Other decisions 

46/401 

46/402 

46/403 

Organi7.ation of the forty-sixth session ..................... . 

Adoption of the agenda and allocation of agenda items . . . . .. . 

Meetings of subsidiary organs during the forty-sixth session 

Decision A ........................................ . 

Decision B ........................................ . 

Decision C ....................................... . 

Decision D ........................................ . 

46/404 Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization 

46/405 Report of the International Court of Justice ................. . 

46/406 Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) ................ . 

46/407 Necessity of ending the economic, commercial and financial em-
bargo imposed by the United States of America against Cuba 

46/408 Notification by the Secretary-General under Article 12, para-
graph 2, of the Charter of the United Nations ............. . 

46/409 Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa ...... . 

46/410 Question of peace, stability and cooperation in South-East Asia 

46/411 Implementation of General Assembly resolution 45/48 concerning 
the signature and ratification of Additional Protocol I of the 
Treaty for the Prohibition ofNuclear Weapons in Latin America 
and the Caribbean (Treaty of Tlatelolco) ................. . 

46/412 Conventional disannament on a regional scale .............. . 

46/413 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons: 1995 Con-
ference and its preparatory committee ................... . 

46/414 Review of the implementation of the Declaration on the Strength-
ening of International Security ......................... . 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

10 

13 

39 

142 

7 

37 

40 

50 

60 

60 

68 

Plenary 

meen,., 
32nd 

35th 

36th 

36th 

39th 

40th 

45th 

79th 

45th 

79th 

47th 

56th 

63rd 

72nd 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

3rd 
3rd, 

24th, 
31st, 
39th, 
54th 

and 76th 

2nd 

3rd 

37th 

48th 

44th 

44th 

45th 

46th 

53rd 

58th 

64th 

65th 

65th 

65th 

65th 

Dole of 
1Jdopti011 

16 October 199! 

22 October 1991 

24 October 1991 

24 October 1991 

4 November 1991 

4 November 1991 

11 November 1991 

20 December 1991 

13 November 1991 

20 December 1991 

14 November 1991 

27 November 1991 

5 December 1991 

13 December 199! 

20 December 1991 

2U December 1991 
20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 September 1991 

20 September, 

7 and 
II October, 
4 and 

25 November and 
17 December 1991 

17 September 1991 

20 September 1991 

28 October 1991 

18 November 1991 

8 November 1991 

8 November 1991 

13 November 1991 

13 November 1991 

25 November 1991 
2 December 1991 

5 December 1991 

6 December 1991 

6 December 1991 

6 December 1991 

6 December 1991 

Yoti"6 

•.....tt 

349 

p_,. 
299 

299 

299 

300 

300 

301 

301 

301 

301 

301 

302 

302 

303 

303 

303 

304 

304 

304 

305 

305 

306 

306 

306 

306 

306 

306 

306 

307 

307 

307 

307 

308 

307 

308 

308 

308 

108 



350 General Assembly-Forty-sixth Sessloa 

Deci.rion 
No. Title. 

46/415 Question of the 'omposition of the relevant organs of the United 
Nations ............................................ . 

46/416 Consideration of the draft articles on most-favoured-nation clauses 

46/417 Exploitation of the environment as a weapon in times of anned 

46/418 

46/419 

46/420 

46/421 

46/422 

46/423 

46/424 

46/425 

46/426 

46/427 

46/428 

46/429 

46/430 

46/431 

46/432 

46/433 

46/434 

46/435 

46/436 

46/437 

46/438 

46/439 

46/440 

46/441 

46/442 

46/443 

46/444 

46/445 

46/446 

46/447 

46/448 

46/449 

461450 

46/451 

46/452 

'onfl ict and the taking of pra,ti,al measures to prevent such ex-
ploitation ........................................... . 

Question of equitable representation on and increase in the mem-
bership of the Se,urity Council ......................... . 

Military activities and arrangements by colonial Powers in Terri
tories under their administration which might be impeding the 
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde-
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples .............. . 

Question of Gibraltar ................................... . 

Question of Pitcairn . . . ................................ . 

Question of St. Helena .................................. . 

Increase in the membership of the Committee on Information .. . 

Report of the Security Council ........................... . 

Documents relating to the question of social development ..... . 

Documents relating to the question of the advancement of women 

Documents on questions relating to refugees and displaced persons 
and humanitarian questions ............................ . 

Status of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman 
or Degrading Treatment or Punishment .................. . 

Consideration of the request for the revision of article 8, paragraph 
6, of the International Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Ra'ial Discrimination ........................ . 

Documents relating to human rights questions . . . . . . . . .... . 

Non-governmental organizations .......................... . 

Report of the Economic and Social Council ................ . 

Establishment of an advisory commission on debt and develop-
ment .............................................. . 

Report of the Secretary-General on the recent evolution of the in-
ternational debt strategy ............................... . 

Report of the Secretary-General conceming crime prevention and 
criminal justice ...................................... . 

Declaration of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government 
of the Organization of African Unity on the aerial and naval 
military attack against the Socialist People's Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya by the present United States Administration in 
April !986 ......................................... . 

Development and internal ional economic cooperation ........ . 

International conference on money and finance for development 

Documentation relating to economic and technical cooperation 
among developing countries ........................... . 

Report of the Secretary-General on the situation of countries 
stricken by desertification and drought in Africa ........... . 

Report of the Commission on Human Settlements on the work of 
its thirteenth session .................................. . 

Armed Israeli aggression against the Iraqi nuclear installations and 
its grave consequences for the established international system 
concerning the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, the non-prolif
eration of nuclear weapons and international peace and security 

Launching of global negotiations on international economic coop-
eration for development ............................... . 

Implementation of the resolutions of the United Nations ...... . 

Administrative and budgetary coordination of the United Nations 
with the specialized agencies and the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency ........................................ . 

Joint Inspection Unit ................................... . 

Report of the Economic and Social Council ................ . 

Report of the Economic and Social Council ................ . 

Establishment of a United Nations information centre at Windhoek 

Standards of accommodation for air travel ............... . 

Effects of inflation and currency fluctuation ................ . 

Revised estimates under income section 3 (Services to the public) 

76 

134 

140 

38 

100 

19 

19 

19 

75 

II 

94 (a) 

95 

97 

98 

98 

98 

12 

12 

81 

81 

94 (b) 

41 

77 

77 

77(d) 

77 (/) 

77 (g) 

42 

43 

44 

Ill 

112 

12 

12 

106 

106 

106 

106 

66th 

67th 

67th 

68th 

68th 

68th 

68th 

68th 

69th 

70th 

74th 

74th 

74th 

75th 

75th 

75th 

75th 

75th 

77th 

77th 

77th 

77th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

78th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

9 December 1991 

9 December 1991 

9 December 1991 

II December 1991 

II December 1991 

II December 1991 

II December 1991 

II December 1991 

II December 1991 

12 December 1991 

16 December 1991 

16 December 1991 

16 December 1991 

17 December 1991 

17 December 1991 

17 December 1991 

I 7 December 1991 

17 December 1991 

18 December 1991 

18 December 1991 

18 December 1991 

18 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

19 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

108-34-16 

120-2-38 

308 

319 

319 

307 

316 

317 

317 

317 

309 

307 

314 

315 

315 

315 

315 

315 

315 

315 

309 

309 

315 

307 

309 

309 

309 

309 

309 

307 

307 

307 

318 

318 

318 

307 

318 

319 

3!9 

319 



[)ec;.·OII 

No. 

46/453 

46/454 

46/455 

461456 

46/457 

46/458 

46/459 

46/460 

46/461 

46/462 

46/463 

46/464 

46/465 

46/466 

46/467 

Annex IV. Claeck-Ust or resolutions and decisions 

Title 

Phase II of the Transport and Communications Decade for Asia 
and the Pacific, 1985-1994 ............................ . 

Documents relating to the report of the Economic and Social Coun-
cil ................................................ . 

Biennial programme of work for the Second Committee for 1992-
1993 .............................................. . 

Second Transport and Communications Decade in Africa ..... . 

Europe-Africa permanent link through the Strait of Gibraltar .. . 

Second Industrial Development Decade for Africa (1991-2000) 

Note by the Secretary-General on progress in the implementation 
of specific action related to the particular needs and problems 
of land-locked developing countries ..................... . 

Environment and agricultural policies ..................... . 

Report of the Commonwealth Group of Experts on the Impact of 
Global Economic and Political Change on the Development 
Process ............................................ . 

Report of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environ-
ment Programme .................................... . 

Documents relating to environment ....................... . 

Technical cooperation among developing countries as a modality 
in the formulation, preparation, execution and evaluation of the 
projects implemented by the organs, organizations, bodies, pro
grammes and specialized agencies of the United Nations system 
in the economic, social and related fields ................. . 

Strengthening of the work of the United Nations in the field of 
operational activities ................................. . 

Documents relating to operational activities for development .. . 

Review of the efficiency of the administrative and financial func-
tioning of the United Nations .......................... . 

Item 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

77 (a) 

77 (e) 

77 (e) 

77 (e) 

77 (e) 

82 

82 
82 

105 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

79th 

Dme of 
IMioption 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

20 December 1991 

l'oling 
rued 

351 

309 

310 

310 

313 

313 

313 

313 
313 

313 

314 
314 

314 

314 

314 

319 




