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[TRANSLATION – TRADUCTION] 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE GOVERN-
MENT OF CHAD ON THE STATUS OF THE UNITED NATIONS MIS-
SION IN THE CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC AND CHAD 

Considering that, in paragraph 1 of its resolution 1778 (2007) of 25 September 2007, 
the Security Council of the United Nations approved the establishment, in consultation 
with the authorities of Chad and the Central African Republic, of a multidimensional 
presence intended to help create conditions conducive to a voluntary, secure and sustain-
able return of refugees and displaced persons, inter alia by contributing to the protection 
of refugees, displaced persons and civilians in danger, by facilitating the provision of hu-
manitarian assistance in eastern Chad and the north-eastern Central African Republic and 
by creating favourable conditions for the reconstruction and economic and social devel-
opment of those areas, 

Considering that, in paragraph 2 of the above-mentioned resolution 1778, the Secu-
rity Council decided that that multidimensional presence would include, for a period of 
one year, a United Nations Mission in the Central African Republic and Chad (MINUR-
CAT), the mandate of which was defined in the same paragraph, 

Considering that MINURCAT, in accordance with the recommendations made in the 
report of the Secretary-General of 10 August 2007 (S/2007/488), to which resolu-
tion 1778 refers, is instructed to fulfil a mandate pertaining to the security and protection 
of refugees and displaced persons and to the promotion and defence of human rights in 
eastern Chad and in the north-eastern Central African Republic, and 

Considering that, in paragraph 4 of the above-mentioned resolution 1778 (2007), the 
Security Council of the United Nations requests the Governments of Chad and the Central 
African Republic to conclude status-of-forces agreements for MINURCAT as soon as 
possible, taking into account General Assembly resolution 59/47 on the scope of legal 
protection under the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and Associated Person-
nel, General Assembly resolution 60/42 on the Optional Protocol to the Convention on 
the Safety of United Nations and Associated Personnel and General Assembly resolution 
61/133 on the Safety and Security of Humanitarian Personnel and the Protection of 
United Nations Personnel, and notes that the model status-of-forces agreement of 9 Octo-
ber 1990 (A/45/594) shall apply provisionally pending the conclusion of such an agree-
ment with one or other of the countries, 

The United Nations and the Government of Chad (hereinafter referred to as the 
“Government”) have agreed as follows: 

Application of the present Agreement 

1. Save as otherwise stipulated, the provisions of the present Agreement (hereinafter 
referred to as the “Agreement”) and any obligation undertaken by the Government, or any 
privilege, immunity, facility or concession granted to MINURCAT, shall apply through-
out the territory of Chad. 
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Application of the Convention on the Privileges and Immunities  
of the United Nations 

2. The Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the United Nations, of 13 
February 1946, shall apply to MINURCAT subject to the provisions set forth in the pre-
sent Agreement.  

3. In order that MINURCAT may carry out its mission effectively, it must receive the 
sustained cooperation of the Government with regard to its activities, those of its mem-
bers which are performed in the exercise of their official duties and those of contractors 
whose services it has secured. MINURCAT shall likewise be given access to airport fa-
cilities and ground and sea infrastructure in Chad for the transport of its logistical re-
sources and materials.  

4. The Government shall extend to MINURCAT, as an organ of the United Nations, 
to its property, funds and assets and to its members listed in paragraph 7 (a), (b) and (c) 
below, the privileges and immunities provided for in the Convention on the Privileges and 
Immunities of the United Nations (hereinafter referred to as the “Convention”). The other 
facilities covered by this Agreement are also required so that contractors and their em-
ployees (hereinafter referred to as “United Nations contractors”) who are hired by the 
United Nations or by MINURCAT may perform services exclusively for MINURCAT, or 
may exclusively provide MINURCAT with equipment, supplies, materials and other 
goods, in support of its activities. 

Status of MINURCAT 

5. MINURCAT and its members shall refrain from any act or activity incompatible 
with the impartial and international nature of their duties, or inconsistent with the spirit of 
the present Agreement. They shall also respect all the laws and regulations of the host 
country. The Special Representative of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who 
shall head the mission (hereinafter referred to as the “Special Representative”), shall 
adopt all appropriate measures to ensure compliance with these obligations. 

6. The Government undertakes to respect the exclusively international status of 
MINURCAT. 

Status of the members of MINURCAT 

7. The Government shall extend to: 
(a) The Special Representative and high-ranking members of MINURCAT, whose 

names it shall communicate to the Government, the privileges, immunities, exemptions 
and facilities granted to diplomatic envoys under international law; 

(b) Officials of the United Nations assigned to serve with MINURCAT and United 
Nations volunteers who have the same standing, the privileges and immunities to which 
they are entitled under articles V and VII of the Convention; locally recruited members of 
MINURCAT shall enjoy immunity for acts performed in the exercise of their official du-
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ties, exemption from taxation and exemption from national service obligations, as pro-
vided for in section 18 (a), (b) and (c) of the Convention; 

(c) Other persons responsible for performing missions for the United Nations, in par-
ticular police and military liaison officers of the United Nations, the privileges and immu-
nities granted to experts performing missions of the United Nations under article VI and 
article VII, section 26, of the Convention. 

Subject to the provisions of the previous clauses, the above-mentioned members of 
MINURCAT shall enjoy immunity from legal process in respect of all acts performed by 
them in the exercise of their duties (which immunity shall include their spoken and written 
words); 

(d) United Nations contractors who have not been hired locally shall be accorded re-
patriation facilities in the event of a crisis; they shall be exempt from taxation on services 
rendered to MINURCAT, including taxation on companies and services and similar du-
ties on such services. 

Privileges and immunities of MINURCAT 

8. The privileges and immunities necessary for the performance of the functions of 
MINURCAT shall also comprise: 

(a) Freedom of entry and departure, without delay or hindrance, for members of 
MINURCAT, United Nations contractors, their property, supplies, equipment, spare parts 
and means of transport; the rapid issuance by the Government, free of charge and without 
restriction, of multiple entry visas to members of MINURCAT and the rapid issuance by 
the Government, free of charge and without restriction, of any visa, authorization or per-
mit required by United Nations contractors;  

(b) Such complete freedom of movement throughout the country for members of 
MINURCAT, United Nations contractors, their property, equipment and means of trans-
port as is required for its operations; MINURCAT, its members, United Nations contrac-
tors and their vehicles, vessels and aircraft shall use roads, bridges, canals and other navi-
gable waterways, port installations and airports without the payment of dues, tolls, land-
ing fees, parking fees, overflight fees or harbour fees and charges, including wharfage; 
they may not, however, claim exemption from fees for services effectively rendered; 

(c) The right to import, duty-free and without restriction, materials, equipment, sup-
plies and other goods intended for the exclusive and official use of MINURCAT; 

(d) The right to re-export, free of export duties and taxes, materials, supplies and 
goods that are still usable; these materials, supplies and goods may be transferred or 
ceded free of charge, or against payment, after the Government has been informed. The 
acquirer shall alone be responsible for the payment of any duties and taxes as may apply;  

(e) The issuance by the Government, as soon as possible, of any permit, authorization 
or licence necessary for the import or acquisition of equipment, supplies, materials and 
other goods used in support of MINURCAT, even when they are imported or purchased 
by United Nations contractors, without any restriction or administrative fees, charges or 
taxes, including value added tax in the case of large-scale purchases; 
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(f) Recognition by the Government of permits or licences issued by the United Na-
tions for vehicles used by MINURCAT; recognition or, where appropriate, validation by 
the Government, without restriction and as soon as possible, of licences and certificates 
already issued by the competent authorities of other States in respect of aircraft or vessels 
used in support of MINURCAT; the issuance by the Government, without restriction and 
as soon as possible of such authorizations, licences and certificates as may be necessary 
for the acquisition, use, operation and maintenance of aircraft and vessels in support of 
MINURCAT. Licence plates and certificates issued by the Government are not valid for 
the vehicles, vessels and aircraft of MINURCAT; they shall display distinctive United 
Nations identification marking, of which the Government shall be notified, and they shall 
be covered by civil liability insurance.  

All permits, licences, authorizations or other certificates shall, however, be granted 
by the Government free of charge;  

(g) The right to fly the United Nations flag or to affix distinctive signs on the prem-
ises, aircraft or vessels used in support of MINURCAT; 

(h) MINURCAT shall have the authority to install and operate radio transmitting or 
receiving stations and satellite communication systems in order to connect relevant loca-
tions in the territory of Chad with each other and with United Nations offices in other 
countries; telecommunication services shall be operated in accordance with the Interna-
tional Telecommunication Convention and the Radio Regulations; the frequencies which 
may be used by the stations must be established in cooperation with the Government and 
communicated by the United Nations to the International Frequency Registration Board. 

(i) The right to unrestricted communication by radio, satellite or any other means of 
communication with United Nations Headquarters and between various services and to 
link up with the radio and satellite network of the United Nations, as well as to establish 
connections by telephone, facsimile and by other electronic means of transmitting data; 
the frequencies used for radio transmissions shall be decided in cooperation with the 
Government; and lastly 

(j) The right of MINURCAT to make its own arrangements for the processing and 
transport by its own means of private mail addressed to its members or sent by them; the 
Government shall be informed of the nature of these arrangements and shall not impede 
or censure the mail of MINURCAT and its members. 

9. The Government shall provide MINURCAT free of charge and with its agreement 
with such areas for its headquarters, camps or other premises as may be necessary for the 
conduct of the operational and administrative activities of MINURCAT. Without preju-
dice to the fact that they are located in the territory of Chad, all these premises shall be 
inviolable and subject to the exclusive control and authority of the United Nations. Such 
premises, materials, furniture or equipment as may be made available to MINURCAT and 
its members shall remain the property of the State of Chad. 

10. The Government undertakes to do its best to help MINURCAT to obtain, where 
necessary, water, electricity and other requisite facilities free of charge or, if that is im-
possible, at the most favourable rates and if services are disrupted, or if there is a threat of 
their disruption, to ensure as far as possible that the needs of MINURCAT are given the 
same level of priority as those of essential government services. When water, electricity 
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and the other facilities are not supplied free of charge, MINURCAT shall pay the sums 
due for them on a basis to be determined in agreement with the competent authorities. 
When water and electricity are unavailable, MINURCAT shall be authorized to meet its 
own needs in a manner appropriate to the performance of its duties.  

11. The Government undertakes to help MINURCAT, as far as possible, to obtain 
from local sources equipment, supplies and materials, as well as other goods and services 
necessary for its functioning and operations. The Government shall take the appropriate 
administrative steps to exempt from, or to reimburse any duty or tax included in the pur-
chase price of equipment, supplies, materials and the other goods and services bought lo-
cally by MINURCAT, or by United Nations contractors, for the official and exclusive use 
of MINURCAT. The Government shall exempt MINURCAT and United Nations con-
tractors from value added taxes on all large-scale local purchases. When making pur-
chases on the local market, MINURCAT, acting on the basis of observations made and 
information supplied by the Government, shall take care that they do not have an adverse 
effect on the local economy.  

12. The Government undertakes to make available to MINURCAT the sums of 
money in the local currency which it requires, in particular in order to pay its members, in 
return for reimbursement in a mutually acceptable currency, at the current rate of ex-
change.  

Safety and security of the members of MINURCAT 

13. The Government shall ensure that the provisions of the Convention on the Safety 
of United Nations and Associated Personnel, to which Chad is a party, shall apply with 
respect to MINURCAT, its property, assets and its members. More particularly: 

(a) The Government shall take all appropriate measures to ensure the safety and secu-
rity of the members of MINURCAT, including all appropriate steps to protect the mem-
bers of MINURCAT, their materials and their premises from any attacks which would 
prevent them from accomplishing their mission, without prejudice to the fact that these 
premises are inviolable and subject to the exclusive control and authority of the United 
Nations; 

(b) When members of the United Nations are captured or arrested while they are ex-
ercising their duties and their identity has been established, they shall not be subjected to 
any interrogation but shall be released immediately and handed over to the United Na-
tions or to other competent authorities. Pending their release, these officials shall be 
treated in accordance with universally recognised human rights standards and with the 
principles and the spirit of the 1949 Geneva Conventions; 

(c) The Government shall incorporate the following offences in national law and shall 
accompany them with appropriate penalties taking due account of their serious nature: 

(i) The murder, kidnapping or any other attack upon the person, or infringement of 
the liberty, of any member of MINURCAT; 

(ii) A violent attack on the official premises, private quarters or means of transport of 
any member of MINURCAT that is likely to endanger his or her life or liberty; 
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(iii) Threatening such an attack in order to compel a natural or legal person to per-
form, or refrain from performing, a given act; 

(iv) The attempt to commit such an attack;  
(v) Any act constituting participation in, or the aiding and abetting of, such an attack, 

or an attempt to commit such an attack, as well as any act constituting the organization of 
such an attack; 

(d) The Government shall establish its jurisdiction to prosecute the offences referred 
to in paragraph 13 (c) above: 

(i) When the crime has been committed in its territory; 
(ii) When the alleged offender is a Chadian national; 
(iii) When the alleged offender – other than a member of MINURCAT – is present in 

its territory, unless he or she has been extradited to the State where the offence was com-
mitted, to the State of which he or she is a national, to the State where he or she usually 
resides, if he or she is stateless, or to the State of which the victim is a national; 

(e) The Government shall ensure the prosecution, without exception or delay, of per-
sons accused of the acts referred to in paragraph 13 (c) above, who are present in its terri-
tory, unless the Government extradites them, and of persons coming within its criminal ju-
risdiction who are accused of other acts affecting MINURCAT or its members, if these 
acts when committed against Government forces or the civilian population, would have 
given rise to criminal proceedings.  

14. The Government shall furnish MINURCAT, at its request and when necessary, 
with such maps and other information as may help to ensure its safety and security when 
accomplishing its duties and during its movements. At the request of the chief liaison of-
ficer, armed escorts shall be supplied in order to protect United Nations officials in the 
performance of their duties.  

Jurisdiction 

15. All members of MINURCAT, including locally recruited personnel, shall enjoy 
immunity from legal process for all acts performed in the exercise of their official duties 
(including written and spoken words). This immunity shall continue to produce its effects 
even when they are no longer members of MINURCAT or employed by it and after the 
expiry of the other provisions of the present Agreement.  

16. If the Government considers that a member of MINURCAT has committed a 
criminal offence, it shall promptly inform the Special Representative thereof and shall 
present him with any evidence in its possession. The Special Representative shall conduct 
any additional inquiry as may be necessary and shall determine by mutual agreement with 
the Government whether criminal proceedings must be instituted against the person in 
question. In the absence of such an agreement, the matter shall be settled as laid down in 
paragraph 15 of the present Agreement.  

17. If civil proceedings are instituted against a member of MINURCAT before a 
Chadian court, the Special Representative must be immediately notified thereof and he 
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shall inform the court whether or not the case is related to the official duties of the person 
concerned: 

(a) If the Special Representative certifies that the case is related to the official duties 
of the person concerned, such proceedings must be discontinued and the provisions of 
paragraph 21 of the present Agreement shall apply; 

(b) If the Special Representative certifies that the case is unrelated to the official du-
ties of the person concerned, the proceedings may continue. If the Special Representative 
certifies that a member of MINURCAT is unable to defend his or her interests, the court, 
acting at the request of the person concerned, shall stay proceedings until the end of his or 
her unavailability, but for a period of no longer than 90 days. The property of a member 
of MINURCAT may not be seized in order to enforce a court decision and the Special 
Representative shall certify that it is required by the person concerned for the perform-
ance of his or her official duties. The personal liberty of a member of MINURCAT may 
not be restricted in any way during civil proceedings, either in order to enforce a court 
decision, or to oblige that person to testify under oath, or for any other reason. 

Death of members of MINURCAT 

18. The Special Representative shall have the right to make the necessary arrange-
ments with regard to the mortal remains of a member of MINURCAT who had died in 
Chad and to his or her effects in Chad, in accordance with the practice of the United Na-
tions in such matters. 

Settlement of disputes 

19. Any third-party claim raising the issue of the responsibility of MINURCAT shall 
be considered by the United Nations provided that the claim is submitted within six 
months of the event which has given rise to it, or if the claimant was not or could not be 
aware of the damage, within six months of the date on which he or she discovered the 
damage. No claim shall however be receivable after the expiry of the mandate of MIN-
URCAT. Furthermore it is understood that paragraphs 5 to 11 of General Assembly reso-
lution 52/247, of 26 June 1998, shall apply to any third-party claim against the United 
Nations and attributable to MINURCAT or to the activities of its members.  

20. Any dispute concerning the terms of employment and conditions of service of lo-
cally recruited personnel shall be settled in accordance with the relevant rules and proce-
dures of the United Nations. 

21. Any dispute between the United Nations and the Government regarding the inter-
pretation or application of the present Agreement shall be settled by negotiation or by 
some other form of settlement which has been agreed. Any dispute which cannot be set-
tled by negotiation or by some other form of settlement which has been agreed shall be re-
ferred by either party for a final decision to a court of arbitration composed of three 
members; one arbitrator shall be appointed by the Secretary-General of the United Na-
tions, another by the Government and the third, who shall preside over the court, by the 
other two arbitrators. If one party does not appoint an arbitrator within a period of three 
months as from the notification of the appointment of the arbitrator by the other party, or 
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if the two arbitrators appointed by the parties do not appoint the president within a period 
of three months as from the appointment of the second arbitrator, the missing arbitrator 
shall be appointed at the request of either party to the dispute by the President of the In-
ternational Court of Justice. The court shall determine its own procedures, provide for the 
reimbursement of its members and shall take its decisions by a two-thirds majority. The 
decisions of the court in all procedural and substantive matters shall be final and shall be 
binding on all parties, even in the absence of one party. 

Supplementary arrangements 

22. The Special Representative and the Government may conclude supplementary ar-
rangements to the present Agreement. 

Miscellaneous provisions 

23. The Government shall bear the final responsibility for the granting and imple-
mentation by the competent local authorities of Chad of the privileges, immunities and 
rights conferred on MINURCAT under the present Agreement and of the facilities which 
Chad undertakes to supply for that purpose. 

24. The present Agreement shall enter into force on the date of its signature and shall 
remain in force until the final departure of the last elements of MINURCAT from Chad, 
with the exception of: 

(a) The provisions of paragraphs 15, 18 and 21, which shall remain in force; 
(b) The provisions of paragraph 19, which shall remain in force until the settlement 

of all claims relating to an event prior to the expiry of this Agreement and which have 
been submitted in accordance with the provisions of that paragraph; 

(c) The provisions of paragraph 13 (b), which shall remain in force until the release 
and handing over to the United Nations of any member of MINURCAT who has been 
captured, detained or taken hostage while he or she was exercising his or her duties, as 
laid down in the said paragraph; and 

(d) The provisions of paragraph 13 (e), which shall remain in force until the proceed-
ings mentioned therein in have been concluded.  

DONE in N’Djamena, on 21 March 2008, in duplicate, in the French language. 

For the United Nations: 
VICTOR ÂNGELO 

Special Representative of the Secretary-General 

For the Government of Chad: 
H.E. AHMAD ALLAM-MI 

Minister of Foreign Affairs 


