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PHILIPPINES: WITHDRAWAL !

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, acting in his capacity as depositary,
communicates the following:

The above action was effected on 17 March 2018, with:

(Original: English)
“17 March 2018

Excellency,

The Government of the Republic of the Philippines has the honor to inform the Secretary-
General, in his capacity as depositary of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, of its
decision to withdraw from the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court in accordance with the
relevant provisions of the Statute.

The Philippines assures the community of nations that the Philippine Government continues to
be guided by the rule of law embodied in its Constitution, which also enshrines the country’s long-
standing tradition of upholding human rights.

The Government affirms its commitment to fight against impunity for atrocity crimes,
notwithstanding its withdrawal from the Rome Statute, especially since the Philippines has a national
legislation punishing atrocity crimes. The Government remains resolute in effecting its principal
responsibility to ensure the long-term safety of the nation in order to promote inclusive national
development and secure a decent and dignified life for all.

The decision to withdraw is the Philippines’ principled stand against those who politicize and
weaponize human rights, even as its independent and well-functioning organs and agencies continue to
exercise jurisdiction over complaints, issues, problems and concerns arising from its efforts to protect
its people.

I Refer to depositary notification C.N.530.2011.TREATIES-3 of 30 August 2011 (Ratification:
Philippines).
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Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

(signed)
Alan Peter S. Cayetano
Secretary of Foreign Affairs”

ek

The action shall take effect for the Philippines on 17 March 2019 in accordance with article
127 (1) which reads as follows:

“A State Party may, by written notification addressed to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, withdraw from this Statute. The withdrawal shall take effect one year after the date of receipt
of the notification, unless the notification specifies a later date.”
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