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UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
(With effect from 15 January 1992.)
With the following reservations and declarations:

"(a) The United Kingdom interprets the Convention as
applicable only following a live birth,

(b) The United Kingdom interprets the references in the
Convention to 'parents' to mean only those persons who, as a
matter of national law, are treated as parents. This includes
cases where the law regards a child as having only one parent,
for example where a child has been adopted by one person only
and in certain cases where a child is conceived other than as a
result of sexual intercourse by the woman who gives birth to it
and she is treated as the only parent.

(c) The United Kingdom reserves the right to apply such
legislation, in so far as it relates to the entry into, stay in
and departure from the United Kingdom of those who do not have
the right under the law of the United Kingdom to enter and
remain in the United Kingdom, and to the acquisition and
possession of citizenship, as it may deem necessary from time
to time.

(d) Employment legislation in the United Kingdom does
not treat persons under 18, but over the school-leaving age as
children, but as "young people'. Accordingly the United
Kingdom reserves the right to continue to apply Article 32
subject to such employment legislation.

(e) Where at any time there is a lack of suitable
accommodation or adequate facilities for a particular
individual in any institution in which young offenders are
detained, or where the mixing of adults and children is deemed
to be mutually beneficial, the United Kingdom reserves the
right not to apply Article 37(c) in so far as those provisions
require children who are detained to be accommodated separately
from adults. :

(£f) In Scotland there are tribumals (known as
"children's hearings") which consider the welfare of the child
and deal with the majority of offences which a child is alleged
to have committed. 1In some cases, mainly of a welfare nature,
the child is temporarily deprived of its liberty for up to
seven days prior to attending the hearing. The child and its
family are., however, allowed access to a lawyer during this
period. Although the decisions of the hearings are subject to
appeal to the courts, legal representation is not permitted at
the proceedings of the children's hearings themselves.
Children’'s hearings have proved over the years to be a very
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effective way of dealing with the problems of children in a
less formal, non-adversarial manner. Accordingly, the United
Kingdom, in respect of Article 37(d), reserves its right to
continue the present operation of children's hearings."

“ .. [The Government of the United Kingdom reserves] “the right to extend the Con-
vention at a later date to any territory for whose international relations the Government of

the United Kingdom is responsible . . .”
Registered ex officio on 18 December 1991.
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