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No. 4546. INTERIM CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA, CANADA, JAPAN AND THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIA-
LIST REPUBLICS ON CONSERVATION OF NORTH PACIFIC FUR
SEALS. SIGNED AT WASHINGTON ON 9 FEBRUARY 19571

EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN AGREEMENT 2 TO CONTINUE IN FORCE THE
ABOVE-MENTIONED CONVENTION. WASHINGTON, 19 MARCH, 1 APRIL, 4 JUNE
AND 3 SEPTEMBER 1969

Adthentic texts: English and Russian.
Registered by the United States of America on 4 March 1970.

The Secretary of State to the Chiefs of Mission of the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics, Canada, and Japan

March 19, 1969

The Secretary of State presents his compliments to Their Excellencies and
Messieurs the Chiefs of Mission of the Governments concerned with the Interim
Convention on Conservation of North Pacific Fur Seals signed at Washington on
February 9, 1957, ® as amended by the Protocol signed at Washington on October 8,
1963, 4 and has the honor to refer to a letter dated October 13, 1968 received from
the Chairman of the North Pacific Fur Seal Commission, a copy of which is enclo-
sed. It is the understanding of the Government of the United States that similar
letters have been received by each of the Parties to the above-mentioned Convention.

In view of the recommendation by the North Pacific Fur Seal Commission
that studies be continued to determine whether or not pelagic sealing in conjunction
with land sealing could be permitted in certain circumstances without adversely
affecting achievement of the objectives of the Convention, the Government of the
United States agrees with the Chairman of the Commission that it would be in
order for the Parties to continue the amended Convention in force for an additional
period of time.

i United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 314, p. 105, and annex A in vol. 494.

2 Came into force on 3 September 1969, the date of receipt of the last note (from the
Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist’ Republics) by the Government of the United
States of America. The period of 18 years provided for by the Agreement is to be computed from
14 October 1957, the initial entry into force date of the Interim Convention.

3 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol, 314, p. 105,

4 Ibid., vol., 494, p. 303.
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It is the understanding of the Government of the United States that the Parties
agree, with reference to Article XIII, paragraph 4, of the amended Convention
that the Convention as amended shall continue in force for eighteen years and
thereafter until the entry into force of a new or revised fur seal convention between
the Parties, or until the expiration of one year after such period of eighteen years,
whichever may be earlier, and, with reference to Article XI, that the Parties shall
meet for the purposes set forth in that Article at a mutually acceptable time, not
later than early in the eighteenth year, after further recommendations have been
made by the Commission.

It is further the understanding of the Government of the United States that a
meeting of the Parties early in the twelfth year of the Convention will be unnecessary,
the purposes of such meeting already having been accomplished as herein indicated.

The Government of the United States hereby confirms the foregoing understan-
ding on its part and would appreciate receiving written confirmations of such
understandings by the other Parties. The Government of the United States will be
pleased to notify such Parties of confirmations when received.

I (a)

[RUSSIAN TEXT — TEXTE RUSSE]

IIOCOJIbCTBO COIO3A COBETCKHX COIHAJIMCTHYEKHX PECIIVBJIMK

IToconbctBo Corosa Coperckix ConMayicTUUeCKUX PecryOiIMK CBUIETeNbCT-
Byer cBoe yBaykemue IocymapcrBeHHomy Cexperapmio CoepuHennnix IltatoB
AmepurH U, cchliasich Ha ero HoTy oT 19 mapra 1969 ropa, coobaer, uro IIpaBu-
rerberBo Corosa Coberckrx CoIHATIUCTHUECKHX PeciyOiMK COIJIACHO C TEM,
uro6bl Bpemennasi KoHBEHITNA O COXpaHEHMM KOTHKOB CEBEpHOIi uactu THXoro
OKeaHa, mopmmmicaHHasg B Baummmrrone 9 deBpama 1957 roma, ¢ nompasBKamu,
KOTOpble ObUIM BHeceHbI IIpOTOKONIOM, NOANMHCAaHHBIM B Bamuurrose 8 oxrabps
1963 roga, ocrasayiace B Cuiie, umMesa B Bumy yHkT 4 Crateu XIII Kousenipym, B
TeueHNe BOCEMHAIATH JIET ¥ JaJlee IO BCTYIUIEHUS B CHJIIY HOBOH WIN NepecMOTPeH-
Holt KoHBeHIMM 0 KOTHKAX MeXKTy CTOpOHAMHM, MM OO NCTEUEHMS OIHOrO rofia
IOCJIE TAKOro IIepHojila B BOCEMHAALATh JIET, B SaBHUCUMOCTH OT TOLO, YTO
TIpou3oHAeT paHece.

r. Bammnarron, « 1 » anpena 1969 roma
B TocymapcrBenHstii JenaprameHt

Coenunennpbix llltatoB AMepuin
r. Bamnusarrou

No. 4546



1970 Nations Unies — Recueil des Traités 315

[TRANSLATION ! — TRADUCTION 2]

EMBASSY OF THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS

No. 14

The Embassy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics presents its compli-
ments to the Secretary of State of the United States of America and, referring to
his note dated March 19, 1969, communicates that the Government of the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics agrees that the Interim Convention on Conservation
of North Pacific Fur Seals, signed in Washington on February 9, 1957, with amend-
ments introduced by the Protocol signed in Washington on October 8, 1963, remain
in force, bearing in mind Article XIII, Paragraph 4, of the Convention, for a period
of eighteen years and further, until the entry into force of a new or revised Fur Seal
Convention between the Parties or until the expiration of one year after such eigh-
teen year period, depending upon which occurs first.

Washington, April 1, 1969
Department of State
United States of America
Washington, D.C.

11 (b)
[EMBLEM]
CANADIAN EMBASSY AMBASSADE DU CANADA
No. 153

The Canadian Embassy presents its compliments to the Secretary of State
and has the honour to refer to the Secretary’s Note of March 19, 1969 concerning
the Interim Convention on Conservation of North Pacific Fur Seals signed at
Washington on February 9, 1957, as amended by the Protocol signed at Washington
on October 8, 1963. The Embassy wishes to inform the Secretary of State that the
Canadian Government has noted the understandings set out and confirmed in the
Secretary’s Note under reference.

The Canadian Government has received a letter from the Chairman of the
North Pacific Fur Seal Commission similar to the Chairman’s letter of October 13,
1968 to the Secretary of State, a copy of which was attached to the above-mentioned
Note.

! Translation by the Government of t,hé United States of America.
2 Traduction du Gouvernement des Etats-Unis d’Amérique.
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The Canadian Government agrees that it would be in order for the Parties to
the Interim Convention on Conservation of North Pacific Fur Seals to continue the
amended Convention in force for an additional period of time.

It is the understanding of the Canadian Government that the Parties agree,
with reference to Article XIII, paragraph 4, of the amended Convention, that the
Convention as amended shall continue in force for 18 years, and thereafter until
the entry into force of a new or revised Fur Seal Convention between the Parties,
or until the expiration of one year after such period of eighteen years, whichever
may be earlier, and, with reference to Article XI, that the Parties shall meet for the
purposes set forth in that Article at a mutually acceptable time, not later than early
in the eighteenth year, after further recommendations have been made by the
Commission.

It is further the understanding of the Canadian Government that a meeting of
the Parties early in the twelfth year of the Convention will be unnecessary, the
purposes of such meeting already having been accomplished as herein indicated.

The Embassy confirms the foregoing understandings on the part of the Govern-
ment of Canada as requested by the Government of the United States in its capacity
of Depositary Government for the Convention.

The Canadian Embassy avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Secre-
tary of State the assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C.
June 3, 1969

11 (c)

EMBASSY OF JAPAN
WASHINGTON

August 29, 1969
E-2

Sir:

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Note dated March 19,
1969, which reads as follows:

[See note I]

I have further the honor to confirm on behalf of my Government that the
foregoing is also the understanding of the Government of Japan.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, Sir, the assurance of my
highest consideration.

Takeso SHIMODA
Ambassador of Japan
The Honorable William P. Rogers
The Secretary of State

No. 4546
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IIX

The Secretary of State to the Chiefs of Mission of the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics, Canada, and Japan

October 17, 1969

The Secretary of State presents his compliments to Their Excellencies and
Messieurs the Chiefs of Mission of the Governments concerned with the Interim
Convention on Conservation of North Pacific Fur Seals signed at Washington on
February 9, 1957, as amended by the Protocol signed at Washington on October 8,
1963, and has the honor to refer to the Secretary of State’s circular note dated
March 19, 1969 which stated, inter alia, as follows:

“In view of the recommendation by the North Pacific Fur Seal Commis-~
sion that studies be continued to determine whether or not pelagic sealing in
conjunction with land sealing could be permitted in certain circumstances
without adversely affecting achievement of the objectives of the Convention,
the Government of the United States agrees with the Chairman of the Commis-
sion that it would be in order for the Parties to continue the amended Con-
vention in force for an additional period of time.

“1It is the understanding of the Government of the United States that the
Parties agree, with reference to Article XIII, paragraph 4, of the amended
Convention, that the Convention as amended shall continue in force for eigh-
teen years and thereafter until the entry into force of a new or revised fur seal
convention between the Parties, or until the expiration of one year after such
period of eighteen years, whichever may be earlier, and, with reference to
Article X1, that the Parties shall meet for the purposes set forth in that Article
at a mutually acceptable time, not later than early in the eighteenth year, after
further recommendations have been made by the Commission.

“It is further the understanding of the Government of the United States
that a meeting of the Parties early in the twelfth year of the Convention will

be unnecessary, the purposes of such meeting already having been accomplished
as herein indicated.

“The Government of the United States hereby confirms the foregoing
understanding on its part and would appreciate receiving written confirmation
of such understandings by the other Parties. The Government of the United
States will be pleased to notify such Parties of confirmations when received.

The Secretary of State transmits herewith copies of notes received from the
Embassy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics dated April 1, 1969 (with
translation by the Department of State), the Embassy of Canada dated June 3,
1969, and the Ambassador of Japan dated August 29, 1969, confirming the foregoing
understandings on the part of the respective Governments of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, Canada, and Japan. As indicated hereinbefore the United
States of America notified the other Parties of its confirmation of the understan-
dings on March 19, 1969.
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Notifications of confirmation having been given by each of the four Parties to
the Convention, the agreement on the matter became effective on September 3,
1969, the date of receipt of the fourth note.

The Secretary of State would be grateful if each Chief of Mission would for-
ward this information to his Government.

Enclosures:
Copies of three notes, ! as stated.

Department of State
Washington

1 See notes II (a), (b) and (c) on pp. 314, 315 and 316.
No, 4546



