
476 United Nations — Treaty Series 1963

No. 881. CONVENTION (No. 87) CONCERNING FREEDOM OF ASSOCIA 
TION AND PROTECTION OF THE RIGHT TO ORGANISE. ADOPTED 
BY THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR 
ORGANISATION AT ITS THIRTY-FIRST SESSION, SAN FRANCISCO, 
9 JULY 1948 1

15 October 1963

DECLARATION by the UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND, 
made under Article 35, paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Constitution of the International 
Labour Organisation, 2 undertaking that the provisions of the Convention will be 
applied with the following modifications to Hong Kong :

Article 3 All officers of a trade union are required to be habitually engaged or employed 
in the trade or occupation with which the trade union is concerned and no person 
may hold office in more than one trade union but these requirements may be modified 
at the discretion of the public authority.

The funds of a trade union may be expended only for objects specified in national 
laws or approved by the public authority.

Amalgamation of registered trade unions is subject to the consent of the public 
authority where either of the trade unions is a member of an organisation established 
outside the territory.

The public authority may in certain circumstances intervene for the purpose of 
supervising the accounts of trade unions and ensuring the application of their rules.

Article 5 The consent of the public authority is required for affiliation of trade unions 
with international organisations.

Federations of trade unions may be established only by registered trade unions 
engaged in the same trade or industry, and membership of federations of trade 
unions is restricted to registered trade unions engaged in the same trade or industry 
as the component trade unions comprising such trade union federations.

Article 6 The modifications on Article 3 relating to primary trade unions apply also to 
federations of trade unions, except that the consent of the public authority is required 
for a person to be at the same time an officer of a trade union and an officer of a
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federation of which the union is a member only if he is not habitually engaged in 
a trade or occupation with which the union is directly concerned.

This declaration supersedes the declaration made by the Government of the United 
Kingdom, which was registered on 29 December 1958.1
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