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Participant Ratification and Provisional application (n)
Algeria 5 Dec 2016 n

Argentina (with interpretative declaration) 28 Sep 2017 n

European Union 1 Dec 2016 n

Morocco 23 Dec 2016 n

Tunisia 23 Sep 2016

Participant Ratification et Application provisoire (n)
Algérie 5 déc 2016 n

Argentine (avec déclaration interprétative) 28 sept 2017 n

Maroc 23 déc 2016 n

Tunisie 23 sept 2016

Union européenne 1°" déc 2016 n

Note: The texts of the declarations and reservations are published after the list of Parties — Les
textes des déclarations et réserves sont reproduits apres la liste des Parties.
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Interpretative declaration made upon Déclaration interprétative faite lors de
provisional application l’application provisoire
ARGENTINA ARGENTINE

[ TEXT IN SPANISH — TEXTE EN ESPAGNOL ]

"La Republica Argentina manifiesta que la proteccién de indicaciones
geograficas es la que establece el Acuerdo sobre los Derechos de Propiedad Intelectual
relacionados con el Comercio (ADPIC) de la Organizacién Mundial del Comercio
(OMC), y que no implica compromisos vinculantes de extender a otros productos la
proteccién ampliada que el ADPIC establece para los vinos y bebidas espirituosas.

La Republica Argentina sefiala que ninguna obligacién que pueda adquirir
en virtud de la aplicacién del Convenio, o ulteriormente, prejuzgard respecto de su
posicion en esta materia en diversos foros multilaterales, en particular en la OMC, y en
otras negociaciones cometciales.

Asimismo, la Republica Argentina entiende que las disposiciones del
articulo 20 del Convenio 2015, relativas a las indicaciones geograficas, deben interpretarse
conforme lo normado en el ADPIC, en el sentido de que cada Miembro debera arbitrar
los medios legales pata impedir la utilizaciéon de cualquier medio que, en la designacién o
presentacién del producto, indique o sugiera que proviene de una regién geogrifica
distinta del verdadero lugar de origen, induciendo al piblico a etror en cuanto a su origen
geogrifico.

Por otra parte, la Republica Argentina interpreta que las disposiciones del
Articulo 20 del COI 2015 no menoscaban los derechos de los Miembros a proteger las
indicaciones geograficas de acuerdo a sus respectivos sistemas o practicas juridicas, ni
prejuzga o altera derechos ya adquiridos.

La Republica Argentina manifiesta que las negociaciones que se entablen en
virtud de este Convenio, con el fin de establecer un mecanismo de proteccién de las
indicaciones geograficas para los productos por éste abarcados, deberin garantizar un
resultado comercialmente equitativo y equilibrado que beneficie a todos los Miembros del
COI y que se compromete a participar en ese sentido.”
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[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

Interpretative declaration (Translation) (Original: Spanish)

The Argentine Republic declares that protection for geographical indications is established in
the Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement of the World Trade
Organization (WTO). This does not imply binding commitments to extend to other products the broad
protection that TRIPS provides for wines and spirits.

The Argentine Republic notes that no obligation that it may assume pursuant to the
implementation of the Agreement, or subsequently, will prejudice its position on this matter in various
multilateral forums, in particular WTO, or in other trade negotiations.

The Argentine Republic also understands that the provisions of article 20 of the 2015
Agreement, regarding geographical indications, should be interpreted in accordance with the standards
in the TRIPS Agreement to mean that each member shall provide the legal means to prevent the use of
any means in the designation or presentation of a good that indicates or suggests that it originates in a
geographical area other than the true place of origin in a manner which misleads the public as to the
geographical origin of the good.

Furthermore, the Argentine Republic interprets that the provisions of article 20 of the 2015
Agreement do not detract from the rights of members of the International Olive Council to protect
geographical indications in accordance with their respective legal systems or practices, or prejudice or
impair rights already acquired.

The Argentine Republic declares that the negotiations held pursuant to this Agreement, in
order to establish a mechanism for the protection of geographical indications for products covered by
the Agreement, should guarantee a commercially fair and balanced outcome that benefits all members
of the International Olive Council. It undertakes to participate on that basis.
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[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

Déclaration interprétative (Traduction) (Original : espagnol)

La République argentine déclare que la protection conférée par les indications géographiques
est celle que prévoit I’ Accord sur les aspects des droits de propriété intellectuelle qui touchent au
commerce (ADPIC) de I’Organisation mondiale du commerce (OMC), et qu’elle n’implique aucun
engagement contraignant a étendre a d’autres produits la protection que I’ Accord sur les ADPIC
prévoit pour les vins et les spiritueux.

La République argentine déclare qu’aucune obligation qu’elle pourrait contracter dans le
cadre de I’application de I’ Accord susmentionné ou ultérieurement ne préjugera de sa position en la
matiére dans les instances multilatérales, en particulier ’OMC, et dans d’autres négociations
commerciales.

De méme, la République argentine entend que les dispositions de ’article 20 de I’ Accord
de 2015 relatives aux indications géographiques s’ interprétent conformément aux dispositions de
I’ Accord sur les ADPIC, a savoir que ¢’est a chaque membre qu’il appartient de prévoir les moyens
juridiques permettant d’empécher I’ utilisation, dans la désignation ou la présentation d’un produit, de
tout moyen qui indique ou suggere que le produit en question est originaire d’une région géographique
autre que le véritable lieu d’origine d’une maniére qui induit le public en erreur quant a ’origine
géographique du produit.

De plus, 1a République argentine interprete les dispositions de 1article 20 de 1’ Accord de
2015 comme ne portant pas atteinte aux droits des membres de protéger leurs indications
géographiques conformément a leurs systemes ou pratiques juridiques respectifs, et n’emportant ni
préjudice ni modification de droits acquis.

La République argentine déclare que les négociations engagées en application de I’ Accord
de 2015 en vue de mettre en place un mécanisme de protection des indications géographiques pour les
produits visés par ledit Accord devront garantir un résultat juste et équilibré sur le plan commercial, et
avantageux pour toutes les parties a I’ Accord, et qu’elle s’engage a participer dans cet esprit a ces
négociations.
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International Agreement on Olive Oil and Table Olives, 2015

Chapter I
General objectives

Article 1
Objectives of the Agreement

1. With respect to standardization and research
»To seek to achieve uniformity in national and international legislation
relating to the physico-chemical and organoleptic characteristics of

olive oils, olive pomace oils and table olives in order to prevent any
obstacle to trade;

* To conduct activities in the area of physico-chemical and organoleptic
testing in order to add to the knowledge of the composition and quality
characteristics of olive products, with a view to consolidating
international standards and so enabling:

— Product quality control,
— International trade and its development;
— Protection of consumer rights;

— Prevention of fraudulent and misleading practices and adulteration;

» To strengthen the role of the International Olive Council as a forum of
excellence for the international scientific community in the area of
olives and olive oil;

« To coordinate studies and research on the nutritional qualities and other
intrinsic properties of olive oil and table olives;

- To facilitate the exchange of information on international trade flows.

2. With respect to olive growing, olive oil technology and
technical cooperation

» To promote technical cooperation and research and development in the

olive sector by encouraging the cooperation of public or private bodies
and/or entities, whether national or international;
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» To conduct activities for the identification, preservation and utilization
of the gene sources of olive trees;

* To study the interaction between olive growing and the environment,
particularly with a view to promoting environmental conservation and
sustainable production, and to ensure the integrated and sustainable
development of the sector;

= To foster the transfer of technology through training activities in the
fields connected with the olive sector by organizing international,
regional and national activities;

» To promote the protection of geographical indications of olive products
in compliance with the corresponding international agreements to which
a member may be a party;

*To encourage the exchange of information and experience in the
phytosanitary field on olive growing.

With respect to the promotion of olive products, dissemination of
information and the olive economy

= To enhance the role of the International Olive Council as a world
documentation and information centre about the olive tree and its
products and as a meeting point for all the operators in the sector;

*To promote the consumption of olive products, the expansion of
international trade of olive oil and table olives and information in
relation to the trade standards of the International Olive Council;

«To support international and regional activities encouraging the
dissemination of generic scientific information on the nutritional, health
and other properties of olive oil and table olives with a view to
improving consumer information;

» To examine the world balances for olive oil, olive pomace oils and table
olives, undertake studies and propose appropriate measures;

- To disseminate economic data and analyses on olive oil and table olives

and provide members with the indicators necessary to contribute to the
smooth functioning of the olive products markets;
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*To disseminate and use the results of research and development
programmes linked to olive growing and study their applicability in
increasing production efficiency.

Chapter II
Definitions

Article 2
Definitions for the purposes of this Agreement

1. “International Olive Council” means the international organization
referred to in article 3, paragraph 1, established for the purpose of applying the
provisions of this Agreement.

2. “Council of Members” means the decision-making organ of the
International Olive Council.

3. “Contracting Party” means a State, a Permanent Observer in the General
Assembly of the United Nations, the European Union or an intergovernmental
organization as provided for in article 4, paragraph 3, which has consented to
be bound by this Agreement.

4. “Member” means a Contracting Party as defined above.

5. “Olive oil” means the oil obtained solely from the fruit of the olive tree
(Olea europaea L.), to the exclusion of oil obtained by solvent or
re-esterification processes and of any mixture with oils of other kinds. It shall
encompass the following designations: extra virgin olive oil, virgin olive oil,
ordinary virgin olive oil, lampante virgin olive oil, refined olive oil and olive
oil composed of refined olive oil and virgin olive oils.

6. “Olive pomace oil” means the oil obtained by treating olive pomace
with solvents or other physical treatments, to the exclusion of oils obtained by
re-esterification processes and of any mixture with oils of other kinds. It shall
encompass the following designations: crude olive pomace oil, refined olive
pomace oil and olive pomace oil composed of refined olive pomace oil and
virgin olive oils.

7. “Table olives” means the product prepared from the sound fruits of
varieties of the cultivated olive tree which are chosen for their production of
olives particularly suited to curing, and which are suitably treated or processed
and offered for trade and for final consumption.
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8. “Olive products” means all edible olive products, in particular olive oils,
olive pomace oils and table olives.

9. “Olive by-products” means, in particular, the products derived from
olive pruning and the olive products industry and the products resulting from
alternative uses of the products of the sector.

10. “Olive crop year” means the period from 1 September of year n to
31 August of year n+1 for table olives and the period from 1 October of year n

to 30 September of year n+1 for olive oil. For the southern hemisphere this
period corresponds to the calendar year n for table olives and olive oil.

11.  “Trade standards” means the standards adopted by the International

Olive Council acting through its Council of Members which apply to olive
oils, olive pomace oils and table olives.

Chapter 111
Institutional provisions

Section 1
Establishment, organs, functions, privileges and immunities

Article 3
Structure and headquarters of the International Olive Council

1. The International Olive Council shall carry out its functions through the
following organs:

(a) The Council of Members;
(b)  The Chair and Vice-Chair;

(¢) The Administrative and Financial Affairs Committee, and any
other committees and subcommittees;

(d) The executive secretariat.
2. The headquarters of the International Olive Council shall be established

in Madrid, Spain, for the duration of this Agreement unless the Council of
Members decides otherwise.
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Article 4
Members in the International Olive Council

1. Each Contracting Party which accedes shall be a member of the
International Olive Council in that it has accepted to be bound by this
Agreement.

2. Each member contributes to the objectives referred to in article ! of this
Agreement.
3. In this Agreement, the term “Government” shall be construed as

including the representative of any State, a Permanent Observer in the General
Assembly of the United Nations, the European Union and any
intergovernmental organization having comparable responsibilities in respect
of the negotiation, signature, conclusion, ratification and implementation of
international agreements, in particular commodity agreements.

Article §
Privileges and immunities

1. The International Olive Council shall have legal personality. It shall, in
particular, have the capacity to contract, to acquire and to dispose of movable
and immovable property and to institute legal proceedings. It shall not have the
power to borrow money.

2. The status, privileges and immunities of the International Olive Council
as well as of its Executive Director, senior officials and staff, and of the
experts and delegates of the members who are in the territory of the host
Government for the performance of their functions shall be governed by the
headquarters agreement concluded between the host Government and the
International Olive Council.

3. The Government of the State in which the headquarters of the
International Olive Council is situated shall, in so far as the legislation of that
State allows, exempt the remuneration paid by the International Olive Council
to its employees and the assets, income and other property of the International
Olive Council from taxation.

4. The International Olive Council may conclude agreements with one or

more members relating to such privileges and immunities as may be necessary
for the proper application of this Agreement.
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Article 6
Composition of the International Olive Council

1. The International Olive Council shall be composed of all the members
of the International Olive Council.

2. Each member shall designate its representative in the International Olive
Council.

Article 7
Powers and functions of the organs

1. The Council of Members

(a) The Council of Members shall be composed of one delegate per
member. Furthermore, each member may appoint one or more alternates
and one or more advisers to its delegate.

The Council of Members is the highest authority and decision-
making organ of the International Olive Council and shall exercise all
such powers and functions as are necessary to achieve the objectives of
this Agreement.

(b) The Council of Members shall be responsible for applying the
provisions of this Agreement. To do so, it shall take decisions and adopt
recommendations provided the powers or functions concerned are not
explicitly vested in the Executive Director.

Any decision or recommendation adopted in accordance with the
International Agreement that preceded this Agreement and that is still in
force at the time of the entry into force of this Agreement shall continue
to apply unless it is contrary to this Agreement or it is repealed by the
Council of Members.

(¢) In order to implement this Agreement, the Council of Members
shall, in accordance with the provisions of this Agreement, adopt:

) Rules of Procedure;
(ii) A financial regulation;

(iii)  Staff regulations having regard to those applying to

officials of similar intergovernmental organizations;
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(iv) An organization chart and job descriptions;

(v)  Other procedures required for the functioning of the
International Olive Council.

(d) The Council of Members shall adopt and make public an annual
report.on its activities and on the operation of this Agreement as well as
such reports, studies and other documents as it deems useful and
necessary.

Chair and Vice-Chair

(a)  The Council of Members shall nominate a Chair and a Vice-Chair
for one year from among the delegations of the members. In the event of
the Chair or the Vice-Chair being the Head of Delegation when
presiding at meetings, his/her right of participation in decisions of the
Council of Members shall be exercised by another member of his/her
delegation.

(b)  Without prejudice to the powers or functions vested in the
Executive Director in, or in accordance with, this Agreement, the Chair
shall preside over the sessions of the Council of Members, direct
discussions with a view to facilitating the decision-making process and
exercise any other related responsibilities and functions set out in this
Agreement and/or further specified in the Rules of Procedure.

(¢)  The Chair shall be accountable to the Council of Members in the
exercise of his/her functions.

(d) The Vice-Chair shall replace the Chair in the event of his/