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No. 521. CONVENTION ON THE PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF THE 
SPECIALIZED AGENCIES. APPROVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS ON 21 NOVEMBER 1947 1

HEVISED ANNEX VII. 2 APPROVED BY THE TENTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

Official texts : English and French. 

Registered ex officio on 22 August 1957.

Annex VII 

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

In their application to the World Health Organization (hereinafter called "the 
Organization") the standard clauses shall operate subject to 'the following modifications :  

1. Article V and section 25, paragraphs 1 and 2 (I) of article VII shall extend to persons 
designated to serve on the Executive Board of the Organization, their alternates and 
advisers, except that any waiver of the immunity of such persons under section 16 shall 
be by the Executive Board.
2. (i) Experts (other than officials coming within the scope of article VI) serving on 
committees of, or performing missions,for, the Organization shall be accorded the following 
privileges and immunities so far as is necessary for the effective exercise of their functions, 
including the time spent on journeys in connexion with service on such committees or 
missions :

(a) Immunity from personal arrest or seizure of their personal baggage ;

(b) In respect of words spoken or written or acts done by them in the performance 
of their official functions, immunity from legal process of every kind, such immunity 
to continue notwithstanding that the persons concerned are no longer serving on commit 
tees of, or employed on missions for, the Organization ;

(c) The same facilities in respect of currency and exchange restrictions apd in respect 
of their personal baggage as are accorded to officials of foreign Governments on temporary 
official missions ;

1 United Nations, Treaty Series, Vol. 33, p. 261 ; Vol. 43, p. 342 ; Vol. 46, p. 355 : Vol. 51, 
p. 330 ; Vol. 71, p. 316 ; Vol. 76, p. 274 ; Vol. 79, p. 326 ; Vol, 81, p. 332 ; Vol. 84, p. 412 ; Vol. 88, 
p. 446 ; Vol. 90, p. 323 ; Vol. 91, p. 376 ; Vol. 92, p. 400 ; Vol. 96, p. 322 ; Vol. 101, p. 288 ; Vol. 102, 
p. 322 ; Vol. 109, p. 319 ; Vol. 110, p. 314 ; Vol. 117, p. 386 ; Vol. 122, p. 335 ; Vol. 127, p. 328 ; 
Vol. 131, p. 309 ; Vol. 136, p. 386 ; Vol. 161, p. 364 ; Vol. 168, p. 322 ; Vol. 171, p. 412 ; Vol. 175, 
p. 364 ; Vol. 183, p. 348 ; Vol. 187, p. 415 ; Vol. 193, p. 342 ; Vol. 199, p. 314 ; Vol. 202, p. 321 ; 
Vol. 207, p. 328 ; Vol. 211, p. 388 ; Vol. 216, p. 367 ; Vol. 221, p. 409, and Vol. 231, p. 350.

2 The text of the Revised Annex VII, transmitted by the World Health. Organization to 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations in accordance with Section 38 of the Convention, 
wasreceivedon 1 July 1957. Pursuant to Section 47 (1) of the Convention, the Revised Annex VII 
became effective as between the World Health Organization and Sweden on 22 August 1957, 
date on which notification of acceptance by the Government of Sweden was received by the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations.
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(d) Inviolability for all papers and documents ;
(e) For the purposes of their communications with the Organization, the right to 

use codes and to receive papers or correspondence by courier or in sealed bags.

(ii) The privileges and immunities set forth in paragraphs (&) and (e) above shall 
be accorded to persons serving on Expert Advisory Panels of the Organization in the 
exercise of their functions as such.

(iii) Privileges and immunities are granted to the experts of the Organization in the 
interests of the Organization and not for the personal benefit of the individuals themselves. 
The Organization shall have the right and the duty to waive the immunity of any expert 
in any case where in its opinion the immunity would impede the course of justice, and 
it can be waived without prejudice to the interests of the Organization.

3. Article V and section 25, paragraphs 1 and 2 (I) of article VII shall extend to the 
representatives of associate members participating in the work of the Organization in 
accordance with articles 8 and 47 of the Constitution.

4. The privileges, immunities, exemptions and facilities referred to in section 21 of 
the standard clauses shall also be accorded to any Deputy Director-General of the Organ 
ization,

ACCEPTANCE OF THE REVISED ANNEX VII

Notification received on: 
22 August 1957 
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