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The objection reads as follows:

“The Government of Finland has examined
the contents of the reservations made by
the Government of Maldives upon accession
to the said Convention, by which Maldives
expresses that ‘“The Government of the Re-
public of Maldives will comply with the pro-
visions of the Convention, except those
which the Government may consider contra-
dictory to the principles of the Islamic Sharia
upon which the laws and traditions of the
Maldives is founded. Furthermore, the Re-
public of Maldives does not see itself bound
by any provisions of the Convention which
obliged to change its Constitution and laws in
any manner.’

“In the view of the Government of Finland,
the unlimited and undefined character of the
said reservations create serious doubts about
the commitment of the reserving State to ful-
fil its obligations under the Convention. In
their extensive formulation, they are clearly

1 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1249, p. 13; for
subsequent actions, see references in Cumulative Index
No. 21, as well as annex A in volumes 1252, 1253, 1254,
1256, 1257, 1259, 1261, 1262, 1265, 1272, 1284, 1286, 1287,
1288, 1291, 1299, 1302, 1312, 1314, 1316, 1325, 1332, 1343,
1346, 1348, 1350, 1351, 1357, 1361, 1363, 1368, 1374, 1379,
1387, 1389, 1390, 1394, 1398, 1399, 1400, 1401, 1402, 1403,
1404, 1405, 1406, 1408, 1413, 1416, 1417, 1422, 1423, 1426,
1430, 1433, 1434, 1436, 1437, 1443, 1444, 1457, 1458, 1459,
1460, 1477, 1484, 1501, 1518, 1522, 1523, 1525, 1526, 1527,
1530, 1542, 1549, 1551, 1555, 1566, 1567, 1568, 1569, 1577,
1591, 1598, 1606, 1607, 1639, 1642, 1651, 1653, 1660, 1669,
1671, 1673, 1676, 1678, 1679, 1688, 1690, 1691, 1693, 1696,
1710, 1712, 1714, 1720, 1723, 1725, 1726, 1727, 1732, 1733,
1739, 1747 and 1762.

2 Ibid., vol. 1726, No. A-20378.
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I objection se lit comme suit :

[TRADUCTION — TRANSLATION]

Le Gouvermnement finlandais a examiné
lateneur des réserves faites par le Gouver-
nement maldivien au moment de 1’adhésion
des Maldives a ladite Convention, aux termes
desquelles « le Gouvernement de la Républi-
que des Maldives se conformera aux disposi-
tions de la Convention, sauf a celles qu’il esti-
merait incompatibles avec les principes de la
charia islamique qui fondent les lois et les
traditions des Maldives. En outre, 1a Républi-
que des Maldives ne se considere tenue par
aucune disposition de la Convention 1’obli-
geant a modifier en quoi que ce soit sa Cons-
titution et ses lois ».

Selon le Gouvernement finlandais, le ca-
ractereillimité et vague desdites réserves sus-
cite de sérieux doutes quant a la volonté de
I’Etat qui les a formulées de s’ acquitter de ses
obligations au titre de la Convention. En rai-
son de leur libellé extensif, ces réserves vont

1 Nations Unies, Recueil des Traités, vol. 1249, p. 13;
pour les faits ultérieurs, voir les références données dans
I'Index cumulatif n° 21, ainsi que I’annexe A des volumes
1252, 1253, 1254, 1256, 1257, 1259, 1261, 1262, 1265, 1272,
1284, 1286, 1287, 1288, 1291, 1299, 1302, 1312, 1314, 1316,
1325, 1332, 1343, 1346, 1348, 1350, 1351, 1357, 1361, 1363,
1368, 1374, 1379, 1387, 1389, 1390, 1394, 1398, 1399, 1400,
1401, 1402, 1403, 1404, 1405, 1406, 1408, 1413, 1416, 1417,
1422, 1423, 1426, 1430, 1433, 1434, 1436, 1437, 1443, 1444,
1457, 1458, 1459, 1460, 1477, 1484, 1501, 1518, 1522, 1523,
1525, 1526, 1527, 1530, 1542, 1549, 1551, 1555, 1566, 1567,
1568, 1569, 1577, 1591, 1598, 1606, 1607, 1639, 1642, 1651,
1653, 1660, 1669, 1671, 1673, 1676, 1678, 1679, 1688, 1690,
1691, 1693, 1696, 1710, 1712, 1714, 1720, 1723, 1725, 1726,
1727, 1732, 1733, 1739, 1747 et 1762.

2 1bid., vol. 1726, ne A-20378.
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contrary to the object and purpose of the
Convention. Therefore, the Government of
Finland objects to such reservations.

“The Government of Finland also recalls
that the said reservations are subject to the
general principle of treaty interpretation ac-
cording to which a party may not invoke the
provisions of its domestic law as a justifi-
cation for failure to perform its treaty obli-
gations.

“The Government of Finland does not,
however, consider that this objection consti-
tutes an obstacle to the entry into force of the
Convention between Finland and Maldives.”

Registered ex officio 5 May 1994.

Vol. 1775, A-20378

manifestement a 1’encontre de 1’objet et du
but de la Convention, et le Gouvernement fin-
landais ne peut donc les admettre.

Le Gouvernement finlandais rappelle aussi
que lesdites réserves sont régies par le prin-
cipe général en matiere d’interprétation des
traités selon lequel une partie ne peut invo-
quer les dispostions de sa législation interne
pour se soustraire a ses obligations conven-
tionnelles.

Toutefois, le Gouvernement finlandais ne
considere pas que cette objection constitue
un obstacle a I’entrée en vigueur de la Con-
vention entre la Finlande et les Maldives.

Enregistré d’office le 5 mai 1994.




