
1979 United Nations — Treaty Series • Nations Unies — Recueil des Traités 377

No. 15749. CONVENTION ON THE 
PREVENTION OF MARINE POLLU 
TION BY DUMPING OF WASTES 
AND OTHER MATTER. OPENED FOR 
SIGNATURE AT LONDON, MEXICO 
CITY, MOSCOW AND WASHINGTON 
ON 29 DECEMBER 1972'

N° 15749. CONVENTION SUR LA PRÉ 
VENTION DE LA POLLUTION DES 
MERS RÉSULTANT DE L'IMMER 
SION DE DÉCHETS. OUVERTE À LA 
SIGNATURE À LONDRES, MEXICO, 
MOSCOU ET WASHINGTON LE 
29 DÉCEMBRE 1972'

AMENDMENTS to the annexes to the 
above-mentioned Convention, con 
cerning incineration at sea
The amendments were adopted on 12 Oc 

tober 1978 by resolution LDC Res. 5 (III) of 
the Consultative Meeting of the Contracting 
Parties, in accordance with articles XIV (4) 
(a) and XV (2) of the Convention.

In accordance with article XV (2) and (3) 
of the Convention and taking into account 
that the Meeting resolved that 1 December 
1978 shall be treated as the date of the adop 
tion of the amendments, the amendments 
came into force on 11 March 1979, 100 days 
after the date of their adoption, in respect 
of all States then parties to the Convention, 
with the exception of the Federal Republic 
of Germany and New Zealand from which 
the Secretary-General of the Inter-Govern 
mental Maritime Consultative Organization 
received, on 9 March 1979, notifications, as 
provided for in article XV (2) and (3) of the 
Convention, to the effect that they were not 
in a position to accept the amendments.
Authentic texts of the amendments: English, 

French, Russian and Spanish.
Certified statement was registered by the 

Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative 
Organization on 11 July 1979.

AMENDEMENTS des annexes de la Con 
vention susmentionnée, relatifs à l'inci 
nération en mer
Les amendements ont été adoptés le 12 oc 

tobre 1978 par la résolution LDC Rés. 5 
(III) de la Réunion consultative des Parties 
contractantes, conformément aux paragra 
phes 4, a, de l'article XIV et 2 de l'arti 
cle XV.

Conformément aux paragraphes 2 et 3 de 
l'article XV de la Convention, et compte 
tenu que la Réunion a décidé que les amen 
dements devaient être considérés comme 
adoptés le 1 er décembre 1978, ces amende 
ments sont entrés en vigueur le 11 mars 
1979, 100 jours après la date de leur adop 
tion, à l'égard de tous les Etats alors parties 
à la Convention, à l'exception de la Répu 
blique fédérale d'Allemagne et de la Nou 
velle-Zélande, desquelles le Secrétaire géné 
ral de l'Organisation intergouvernementale 
consultative de la navigation maritime a 
reçu, le 9 mars 1979, des notifications aux 
termes desquelles ces pays n'étaient pas en 
mesure d'accepter les amendements.
Textes authentiques des amendements : 

anglais, français, russe et espagnol.
La déclaration certifiée a été enregistrée 

par l'Organisation intergouvernementale 
consultative de la navigation maritime le 
11 juillet 1979.

The following paragraph shall be added to annex I:
"10. Paragraphs 1 and 5 of this annex do not apply to the disposal of wastes 
or other matter referred to in these paragraphs by means of incineration at sea. 
Incineration of such wastes or other matter at sea requires a prior special permit. 
In the issue of special permits for incineration, the Contracting Parties shall apply 
the regulations for the control of incineration of wastes and other matter at sea set 
forth in the addendum to this annex (which shall constitute an integral part of this 
annex) and take full account of the technical guidelines on the control of incineration 
of wastes and other matter at sea adopted by the Contracting Parties in consultation."

1 United Nations, Treaty Scries, vol. 1046, p, 120, 
and annex A in volumes 1090, 1098, 1102, 1126 and 1128,

' Nations Unies, Recueil de s Traités, vol. 1046, p. 120,
et annexe A des volumes 1090,1098,1102,1126 et ! J28.
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The following paragraph shall be added to annex II:
"E. In the issue of special permits for the incineration of substances and materials 

listed in this annex, the Contracting Parties shall apply the regulations for 
the control of incineration of wastes and other matter at sea set forth in the 
addendum to annex I and take full account of the technical guidelines on the 
control of incineration of wastes and other matter at sea adopted by the 
Contracting Parties in consultation, to the extent specified in these regulations 
and guidelines".

Addendum

REGULATIONS FOR THE CONTROL OF INCINERATION OF WASTES 
AND OTHER MATTER AT SEA

PART I

Regulation 1. DEFINITIONS 
For the purposes of this addendum:
(1) "Marine incineration facility" means a vessel, platform, or other man-made 

structure operating for the purpose of incineration at sea.
(2) "Incineration at sea" means the deliberate combustion of wastes or other 

matter on marine incineration facilities for the purpose of their thermal destruction. 
Activities incidental to the normal operation of vessels, platforms or other man-made 
structures are excluded from the scope of this definition.

Regulation 2. APPLICATION
(1) Part II of these regulations shall apply to the following wastes or other matter:

(a) Those referred to in paragraph 1 of annex I;
(b) Pesticides and their by-products not covered in annex I.

(2) Contracting Parties shall first consider the practical availability of alternative 
land-based methods of treatment, disposal or elimination, or of treatment to render the 
wastes or other matter less harmful, before issuing a permit for incineration at sea in 
accordance with these regulations. Incineration at sea shall in no way be interpreted as 
discouraging progress towards environmentally better solutions including the development 
of new techniques.

(3) Incineration at sea of wastes or other matter referred to in paragraph 10 of 
annex 1 and paragraph E of annex II, other than those referred to in paragraph (1) of 
this regulation, shall be controlled to the satisfaction of the Contracting Party issuing the 
special permit.

(4) Incineration at sea of wastes or other matter not referred to in paragraphs (1) 
and (3) of this regulation shall be subject to a general permit.

(5) In the issue of permits referred to in paragraphs (3) and (4) of this regulation, 
the Contracting Parties shall take full account of all applicable provisions of these 
regulations and the technical guidelines on the control of incineration of waste and other 
matter at sea for the waste in question.

PART II

Regulation 3. APPROVAL AND SURVEYS OF THE INCINERATION SYSTEM
(1) The incineration system for every proposed marine incineration facility shall 

be subject to the surveys specified below. In accordance with article VII(l) of the Con-
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vention, the Contracting Party which proposes to issue an incineration permit shall 
ensure that the surveys of the marine incineration facility to be used have been completed 
and the incineration system complies with the provisions of these regulations. If the initial 
survey is carried out under the direction of a Contracting Party a special permit, whfch 
specifies the testing requirements, shall be issued by the Party. The results of each 
survey shall be recorded in a survey report.
(a) An initial survey shall be carried out in order to ensure that during the incineration 

of waste and other matter combustion and destruction efficiencies are in excess of 
99.9 per cent.

(b) As a part of the initial survey the State under whose direction the survey is being 
carried out shall:

(i) Approve the siting, type and manner of use of temperature measuring devices;
(ii) Approve the gas sampling system including probe locations, analytical devices, 

and the manner of recording;
(iii) Ensure that approved devices have been installed to automatically shut off the 

feed of waste to the incinerator if the temperature drops below approved minimum 
temperatures;

(iv) Ensure that there are no means of disposing of wastes or other matter from 
the marine incineration facility except by means of the incinerator during normal 
operations;

(v) Approve the devices by which feed rates of waste and fuel are controlled and 
recorded;

(vi) Confirm the performance of the incineration system by testing under intensive 
stack monitoring, including the measurements of Ch, CO, CCh, halogenated 
organic content, and total hydrocarbon content using wastes typical of those 
expected to be incinerated.

(c) The incineration system shall be surveyed at least every two years to ensure that 
the incinerator continues to comply with these regulations. The scope of the biennial 
survey shall be based upon an evaluation of operating data and maintenance records 
for the previous two years.
(2) Following the satisfactory completion of a survey, a form of approval shall be 

issued by a Contracting Party if the incineration system is found to be in compliance 
with these regulations. A copy of the survey report shall be attached to the form of 
approval. A form of approval issued by a Contracting Party shall be recognized by other 
Contracting Parties unless there are clear grounds for believing that the incineration 
system is not in compliance with these regulations. A copy of each form of approval 
and survey report shall be submitted to the Organization.

(3) After any survey has been completed, no significant changes which could 
affect the performance of the incineration system shall be made without approval of the 
Contracting Party which has issued the form of approval.

Regulation 4. WASTES REQUIRING SPECIAL STUDIES
(1) Where a Contracting Party has doubts as to the thermal destructibility of 

the wastes or other matter proposed for incineration, pilot scale tests shall be undertaken.
(2) Where a Contracting Party proposes to permit incineration of wastes or other 

matter over which doubts as to the efficiency of combustion exist, the incineration system 
shall be subject to the same intensive stack monitoring as required for the initial incineration 
system survey. Consideration shall be given to the sampling of particulates, taking into 
account the solid content of the wastes.
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(3) The minimum approved flame temperature shall be that specified in regulation 
5 unless the results of tests on the marine incineration facility demonstrate that the 
required combustion and destruction efficiency can be achieved at a lower temperature.

(4) The results of special studies referred to in paragraphs (1), (2) and (3) of this 
regulation shall be recorded and attached to the survey report. A copy shall be sent to 
the Organization.

Regulation 5. OPERATIONAL REQUIREMENTS
(1) The operation of the incineration system shall be controlled so as to ensure 

that the incineration of wastes or other matter does not take place at a flame temperature 
less than 1,250 degrees centigrade, except as provided for in regulation 4.

(2) The combustion efficiency shall be at least 99.95 ± 0.05% based on:
CçQ2 — CCQ

Combustion efficiency = ———————— x 100
C<:o2 

where CCO; = concentration of carbon dioxide in the combustion gases
CCQ = concentration of carbon monoxide in the combustion gases.

(3) There shall be no black smoke nor flame extension above the plane of the 
stack.

(4) The marine incineration facility shall reply promptly to radio calls at all times 
during the incineration.

Regulation 6. RECORDING DEVICES AND RECORDS
(1) Marine incineration facilities shall utilize recording devices or methods as 

approved under regulation 3. As a minimum, the following data shall be recorded during 
each incineration operation and retained for inspection by the Contracting Party who has 
issued the permit:
(a) Continuous temperature measurements by approved temperature measuring devices;
(b) Date and time during incineration and record of waste being incinerated;
(c) Vessel position by appropriate navigational means;
(d) Feed rates of waste and fuel—for liquid wastes and fuel the flow rate shall be con 

tinuously recorded; the latter requirement does not apply to vessels operating ori or 
before 1 January 1979;

(e) CO and CO2 concentration in combustion gases; 
(/) Vessel's course and speed.

(2) Approval forms issued, copies of survey reports prepared in accordance with 
regulation 3 and copies of incineration permits issued for the wastes or other matter 
to be incinerated on the facility by a Contracting Party shall be kept at the marine 
incineration facility.

Regulation 7. CONTROL OVER THE NATURE OF WASTES INCINERATED
A permit application for the incineration of wastes or other matter at sea shall include 

information on the characteristics of wastes or other matter sufficient to comply with the 
requirements of regulation 9.

Regulation 8. INCINERATION SITES
(1) Provisions to be considered in establishing criteria governing the selection of 

incineration sites shall include, in addition to those listed in annex III to the Convention, 
the following:
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(a) The atmospheric dispersal characteristics of the area—including wind speed and 
direction, atmospheric stability, frequency of inversions and fog, precipitation types 
and amounts, humidity—in order to determine the potential impact on the surrounding 
environment of pollutants released from the marine incineration facility, giving 
particular attention to the possibility of atmospheric transport of pollutants to coastal 
areas;

(b) Oceanic dispersal characteristics of the area in order to evaluate the potential impact 
of plume interaction with the water surface;

(c) Availability of navigational aids.
(2) The coordinates of permanently designated incineration zones shall be widely 

disseminated and communicated to the Organization.

Regulation 9. NOTIFICATION
Contracting Parties shall comply with notification procedures adopted by the Parties 

in consultation.
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