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GENEVA, 1 MAY 1971
AMENDMENTS PROPOSED BY AUSTRIA

The Secretary-General, acting in his capacity as depositary, communicates the following:
The Government of Austria, in accordance with paragraph 1 of article 6 of the
above-mentioned Agreement, has proposed certain amendments to the Agreement.
A copy of the English, French and Russian texts of the proposed amendments
(doc. ECE/RCTE/CONF.6/FINAL). which were adopted by the Inland Transport Committee of the
Economic Commission for Europe at its sixtieth session is transmitted herewith.
In this connection, it is recalled that the procedure for the amendment of the Agreement is set
forth in articie 6, which in its entirety reads as follows:
"1. After this Agreement has been in force for twelve months, any Contracting Party may
propose one or more amendments to the Agreement. The text of any proposed amendment,
accompanied by an explanatory memorandum, shall be transmitted to the Secretary-General,
whc shall communicate it to all Contracting Parties. The Contracting Parties shall have the
oppjrtunity of informing him within a period of twelve months following the date of its
circulation whether they: (a) accept the amendment; or (b) reject the amendment; or (c) wish
that a conference be convened to consider the amendment. The Secretary-General shall also
transmit the text of the proposed amendment to the other States referred to in article 2 of this
Agreement.
2. (a) Any proposed amendment communicated in accordance with paragraph 1 of this
article shall be deemed to be accepted if within the period of twelve months referred to in the
preceding paragraph less than one-third of the Contracting Parties inform the
Secretary-General that they either reject the amendment or wish that a conference be
convened to consider it. The Secretary-General shall notify all Contracting Parties of each
acceptance or rejection of any proposed amendment and of requests that a conference be
convened. If the total number of such rejections and requests received during the specified
peri ad of twelve months is less than one-third of the total number of Contracting Parties, the
Secretary-General shall notify all Contracting Parties that the amendment will enter into force
six months after the expiry of the period of twelve months referred to in paragraph 1 of this
article for all Contracting Parties except those which, during the period specified, have
rejected the amendment or requested the convening of a conference to consider it.
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(b) Any Contracting Party which, during the said period of twelve months, has rejected
a proposed amendment or requested the convening of a conference to consider it may at any
time after the end of such period notify the Secretary-General that it accepts the amendment,
and the Secretary-General shall communicate such notification to all the other Contracting
Parties. The amendment shall enter into force, with respect to the Contracting Party which
lias notified its acceptance, six months after the date on which the Secretary-General receives
the :iotification.
3. If a proposed amendment has not been accepted in accordance with paragraph 2 of this
article and if within the period of twelve months specified in paragraph 1 of this article less
than half of the total number of the Contracting Parties inform the Secretary-General that they
reject the proposed amendment and if at least one-third of the total number of Contracting
Parties, but not less than five, inform him that they accept it or wish a conference to be
convened to consider it, the Secretary-General shall convene a conference for the purpose of
considering the proposed amendment or any other proposal which may be submitted to him in
accordance with paragraph 4 of this article.
4. If a conference is convened in accordance with paragraph 3 of this article, the
Secretary-General shall invite to it all the Contracting Parties and the other States referred to
in article 2 of this Agreement. He shall request all States invited to the Conference to submit
to him, at least six months before its opening date, any proposals which they may wish the
conference to consider in addition to the proposed amendment and shall communicate such
proposals, at least three months before the opening date of the Conference, to all States
invited to the Conference.
5. (a)
Any amendment to this Agreement shall be deemed to be accepted if it has been
adopted by a two-thirds majority of the States represented at the Conference, provided that
such majority comprises at least two-thirds of the Contracting Parties represented at the
Conference. The Secretary-General shall notify all Contracting Parties of the adoption of the
amendment, and the amendment shall enter into force twelve months after the date of this
notification for all Contracting Parties except those which during that period have notified the
Secretary-General that they reject the amendment.
(b) A Contracting Party which has rejected an amendment during the said period of
twelve months may at any time notify the Secretary-General that it accepts the amendment,
and the Secretary-General shall communicate such notification to all the other Contracting
Parties. The amendment shall enter into force, with respect to the Contracting Party which
has notified its acceptance, six months after receipt by the Secretary-General of the
notification or at the end of the said period of twelve months whichever is later.
6. If the proposed amendment is not deemed to be accepted pursuant to paragraph 2 of this
article and if the conditions prescribed by paragraph 3 of this article for convening a
conference are not fulfilled, the proposed amendment shall be deemed to be rejected.
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7. Independently of the amendment procedure prescribed in paragraphs 1 -6 of this article,
the annex to this Agreement may be amended by Agreement between the competent
administrations of all Contracting Parties. If the administration of a Contracting Party states
that its national law obliges it to subordinate its agreement to the grant of a specific
authorization or to the approval of a legislative body, the competent administration of the
Contracting Party in question shall be considered to have consented to the amendment to the
annex only at such time as it notifies the Secretary-General that it has obtained the required
authorization or approval. The agreement between the competent administrations may
provide that, during a transitional period, the former provisions of the annex shall remain in
foro;, in whole or in part, simultaneously with the new provisions. The Secretary-General
shall appoint the date of entry into force of the new provisions.
8. Each State shall, at the time of signing, ratifying, or acceding to, this Agreement, inform
the Secretary-General of the name and address of its administration competent in the matter
of agreement as contemplated in paragraph 7 of this article."
27 July 1999
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