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[ ENGLISH TEXT — TEXTE ANGLAIS ]

“The Government of Sweden has examined the declaration made by Libya at the time of its
ratification of the Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities. Libya declared that it interprets
article 25 (a) thereof, concerning the provision of health-care services without discrimination on the basis
of disability, in a manner that does not contravene the Islamic sharia and national legislation. In this
context the Government of Sweden would like to recall, that under well-established international treaty
law, the name assigned to a statement whereby the legal effect of certain provisions of a treaty is excluded
or modified, does not determine its status as a reservation to the treaty. Thus, the Government of Sweden
considers that the declaration made by the Government of Libya, in the absence of further clarification, in
substance constitutes a reservation to the Convention. The Government of Sweden notes that the
reservation would give precedence to Islamic sharia and national legislation. The Government of Sweden
is of the view that such a reservation, which does not clearly specify the extent of the derogation, raises
doubt as to the commitment of Libya to the object and purpose of the Convention.

According to the paragraph 1 of article 46 of the Convention and to customary international law,
as codified in the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, reservations incompatible with the object
and purpose of the Convention shall not be permitted. It is in the common interest of states that treaties to
which they have chosen to become parties are respected, as to their object and purpose, by all parties and
that states are prepared to undertake any legislative changes necessary to comply with their obligations
under the treaties. For this reason, the Government of Sweden objects to the aforementioned reservation
made by the Government of Libya. The Convention shall enter into force in its entirety between the two
States, without Libya benefitting from its reservation.”
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