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7. ¢) Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol

Doha, 8 December 2012

31 December 2020, in accordance with article 2 which reads as follows: “This
amendment shall enter into force in accordance with Articles 20 and 21 of the Kyoto
Protocol.” Pursuant to Article 20, paragraph 4, and Article 21, paragraph 7 of the Kyoto
Protocol, the Amendment shall enter into force for those Parties having accepted it, on
the ninetieth day after the date of receipt by the Depositary of an instrument of
acceptance by at least three fourths of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol..

31 December 2020, No. 30822.
Parties: 147.

See the text of the Amendment in: C.N.718.2012.TREATIES-XXVIIL.7.c;
C.N.491.2013.Reissued.25112014. TREATIES-XXVIIL.7.c of 7 August 2013 (Proposal of
corrections to the Chinese authentic text of the Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol
and C.N.966.2013.Reissued.25112014. TREATIES-XXVIL.7.c of 27 November 201
Corrections);  C.N.581.2013.Reissued.25112014. TREATIES-XXVIL.7.c  of 18

eptember 2013 (Proposal of corrections to the Chinese authentic text of the Doha
Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol) and C.N.967.2013.Reissued.25112014. TREATIES-
XXVIL.7.c of 27 November 2013 (Corrections); C.N.556.2014. TREATIES-XXVIIL.7.c of
12 September 2014 (Proposal of correction to the Chinese authentic text) and
C.N.811.2014. TREATIES-XXVIL.7.c of 18 December 2014 (Corrections);
C.N.741.2014. TREATIES-XXVII.7.c of 24 November 2014 (Proposal of corrections to
the Arabic, French, Spanish and Russian authentic texts) and C.N.147.2015. TREATIES-
XXVIL7.c o 27 February 2015 (Corrections);
C.N.967.2013.Reissued.25112014. TREATIES-XXVIL.7.c of 25 November 2014
(Corrections to the Chinese authentic text).

Note: On 8 December 2012, at the eighth session of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to
the Kyoto Protocol (CMP), held in Doha, Qatar, the Parties adopted, in accordance with Articles 20 and 21 of the Protocol,
an Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol by Decision 1/CMP.8.
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Declarations and Reservations
(Unless otherwise indicated, the declarations and reservations were made upon acceptance.)

BELIZE

“The Government of Belize declares its understanding
that acceptance of the aforesaid Doha Amendment shall in
no way constitute a renunciation of any rights under
international law concerning State responsibility for the
adverse effects of climate change and that no provision in
the Protocol, as amended, can be interpreted as derogating
from principles of general international law.

The Government of Belize declares that, in light of the
best available scientific information and assessment on
climate change and its impacts, it considers the emissions
reduction ob%igations in Article 3 of the Kyoto Protocol
and the aforesaid Doha Amendment to be inadequate to
prevent a global temperature increase of 1.5 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial levels and, as a consequence,
will have severe implications for our national interest.”

CHINA

In accordance with the Basic Law of the Hong Kong
Sgecial Administrative Region of the People’s Republic
of China and the Basic Law of the Macao Special
Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China,
the Government of the People’s Republic of China
decides that the above-mentioned Amendment applies to
the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region and the
Macao Special Administrative Region of the People’s
Republic of China.

EUROPEAN UNION

“DECLARATION BY THE EUROPEAN UNION
MADE IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE 24 (3) OF
THE KYOTO PROTOCOL

The following are at present Member States of the
European Union: the Kingdom of Belgium, the Republic
of Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, the Kingdom of
Denmark, the Federal Republic of Germany, the Republic
of Estonia, Ireland, the Hellenic Republic, the Kingdom
of Spain, the French Republic, the Republic of Croatia,
the Italian Republic, the Republic of Cyprus, the Republic
of Latvia, the Republic of Lithuania, ﬂ}1’e Grand Duchy of
Luxembourg, Hungary, the Republic of Malta, the
Kingdom of the Netherlands, the Republic of Austria, the
Republic of Poland, the Portuﬁuese Republic, Romania,
the Republic of Slovenia, the Slovak Republic, the
Republic of Finland, the Kingdom of Sweden, and the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

The European Union declares that, in accordance with
the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, and
in particular Article 192 (1) and Article 191 thereof, it is
competent to enter into international agreements, and to

implement the obligations resulting therefrom, which
contribute to the pursuit of the following objectives:

- preserving, protecting and improving the quality of
the environment;

- protecting human health;

- prudent and rational utilisation of natural resources;

- promoting measures at international level to deal
with regional or worldwide environmental problems, and
in particular combating climate change.

The European Union declares that its quantified
emission reduction commitment for the second
commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol (2013-2020)
will be fulﬁﬂ)ed by means of action by the European
Union and its Member States within the respective
competence of each. Thelegally binding instruments to
implement its commitment, covering matters governed by
the Kyoto Protocol as amended by the Doha gmendment,
are already in force.

The European Union will continue to provide
information, on a regular basis, on relevant European
Union legal instruments within the framework of the
supplementary information incorporated in its National
Communication submitted under Article 12 of the
Convention for the purpose of demonstrating compliance
with its commitments under the Kyoto Protocol in
accordance with Article 7 (2) thereof and the guidelines
thereunder.”

FRANCE

The ratification by the French Republic of the
amendment to the Kyoto Protocol, adopted in Doha on 8
December 2012, should be interpreted in the context of
the commitment assumed under article 4 of the Protocol
by the European Union, from which it is indissociable.
The ratification does not therefore apply to the Territories
of the French Republic to which the Treaty on European
Union is not applicable.

ITALY

“With regard to the instrument of acceptance of the
Doha Amendment to the Kyoto Protocol deposited on 18
July 2016, the Government of Italy would like to point
out that given the nature of the rights and obligations
provided for therein and taking into account the legal
system of the European Union (the EU) and its Member
States, implementation will only be possible and
obligations will come into effect once the EU and all its
Member States will have deposited their relevant
instruments of acceptance.”
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MARSHALL ISLANDS

“... the Government of the Republic of the Marshall
Islands declares its understanding that ratification of the
Doha Amendment shall in no way constitute a
renunciation of any rights under the international law
concerning State responsibility for the adverse of climate
change and that no provision in the Protocol, as amended,
can %)e interpreted as derogating from principles of
general international law.

Furthermore, the Government of the Republic of the
Marshall Islands declares that, in light of best scientific
information and assessment on climate change and its
impacts, it considers the emission reduction obligations in
Article 3 of the Kyoto Protocol and aforesaid Doha
Amendment to be inadequate to prevent a global
temperature increase of 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-
Industrial levels and as a consequence, will have severe
implications for our national interests.”

MICRONESIA (FEDERATED STATES OF)

“[Tlhe Government of the Federated States of
Micronesia declares its understanding that ratification of
the aforesaid Doha Amendment shall in no way constitute
a renunciation of any rights under international law
concerning State responsibility for the adverse effects of
climate change and that no provision in the Protocol, as
amended, can be interpreted as derogating from principles
of general international law.

[TThe Government of the Federated States of
Micronesia declares that, in light of the best available
scientific information and assessment on climate change
and its impacts, it considers the emissions reduction
obligations in Article 3 of the Kyoto Protocol and the
aforesaid Doha Amendment to be inadequate to prevent a
global temperature increase of 1.5 degrees Celsius above
pre-industrial levels and, as a consequence, will have
severe implications for our national interests.”

NAURU

“[TThe Government of the Republic of Nauru declares
its understanding that ratification of the aforesaid Doha
Amendment shall in no way constitute a renunciation of
any rights under international law concerning State
res&)onsibility for the adverse effects of climate Change
and that no provision in the Protocol, as amended, can be
interpreted as derogating from principles of general
international law.

[TThe Government of Nauru declares that, in light of
the best available scientific information and assessment
on climate change and its impacts, it considers the
emissions reduction obligations in Article 3 of the Kyoto
Protocol and the aforesaid Doha Amendment to be
inadequate to prevent a global temperature increase of 1.5
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels and, as a
consequence, will have severe implications for our
national interest.”

POLAND

1) in the light of the content of the Doha
Amendment and given the fact that the European Union
and its Member States share competences in the areas
covered by the Amendment, performance of the
obligations arising under it will only be possible once the
European Union and all its Member States have deposited
their relevant instruments of acceptance;

2) given that the areas regulated by the Doha
Amendment fall within respective scope of competence of
the European Union and the Member Iétates and having in
mind the Agreement between the European Union and its
Member States, of the one part, and Iceland, of the other
gart, concerning Iceland 's partici%ation in the joint

ulfilment of the commitments of the European Union , its
Member States and Iceland for the second commitment
period of the Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations

Framework Convention on Climate Change, the exercise
of rights and obligations arising from the Doha
Amendment by the European Union, its Member States
and Iceland requires close and consistent cooperation
betfvegn the European Union, its Member States and
Iceland;

3) in particular the performance of the obligations
arising from the Doha Amendment by the European
Union and its Member States, which have significant
implications for Member States in terms of their choice
between different energy sources or the general structure
of their energy supply, requires consistent cooperation of
the European Union and a?l its Member States;

4)  the acceptance of the Doha Amendment does not
restrict rights of the Republic of Poland as a sovereign
state having freedom to act on the international scene, to
take necessary measures with a view to protecting its
rights resulting from treaties concluded in the area of
climate change, including the Kyoto Protocol to the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change, done on 11 December 1997, and Paris
Agreement to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change, done on 12 December 2015.

SOLOMON ISLANDS

“The Government of Solomon Islands declares its
understanding  that acceptance of the aforesaid
Amendment shall in no way constitute a renunciation of
any rights under international law concerning State
res&)onsibility for the adverse effects of the climate change
and that no provision in the Protocol, as amended, can be
interpreted as derogating from principles of general
international law.

The Government of Solomon Islands further declares
that, in light of the best available scientific information
and assessment on climate change and its impacts, it
considers the emissions reduction obligations in Article 3
of the Kyoto Protocol and the aforesaid Amendment to be
inadequate to prevent a global temperature increase of 1.5
degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels and as a
consequence, will have severe implications for our
national interests.”

St. Lucia

“The Government of Saint Lucia declares its
understanding that ratification of the Doha Amendment
shall in no way constitute a renunciation of any rights
under the international law concerning State responsibility
for the adverse effects of climate change and that no
provision in the Protocol, as amended, can be interpreted
as derogating from principles of general international law.

Furthermore, the Government of Saint Lucia declares
that, in light of best scientific information and assessment
on climate change and its impacts, it considers the
emission reduction obligations in Article 3 of the Kyoto
Protocol and aforesaid Doha Amendment to be
inadequate to prevent a global temperature increase of 1.5
degrees Celsius above pre-Industrial levels and as a
consequence, will have severe implications for our
national interests.”

VENEZUELA (BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF)

The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela does not accept
the implementation of carbon market mechanisms or
mechanisms for the trading of emission rights or units
under schemes or arrangements that transgress the rules
and norms established in the Convention and
environmental integrity, nor does it accept the
continuation, proliferation and strengthening of the
aforesaid mechanisms through future alﬁances with other
mechanisms of a similar nature that may be established in
other international instruments or treaties adopted by the
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Conference of the Parties to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change.

For the Bolivarian Reﬁublic of Venezuela, this
acceptance also involves the strict interpretation and
application of the principle of common but differentiated
responsibilities, in that the greenhouse gas emission
limitation and reduction commitments are exclusive
obligations of Annex I countries, in accordance with the
principles established in the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, which constitute the
basis of the Kyoto Protocol, and any other future
agreement regulating the subject.

For the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, no
provision of this Amendment, nor subsequent applications
thereof through decisions of the Conference of the Parties,
shall constitute a renunciation of any of its rights under
international law, nor shall the application thereof be
interpreted as a renunciation of or derogation from the
general principles of international Jaw, it bein
understood that all the provisions of article 2, paragrap
3, of the Kyoto Protocol and of articles 2 and 3 as well as
article 4, paragraphs 8 and 10, of the United Nations
Framework Agreement on Climate Change are in the
national interest.

Notes:

! On 1 October 2020, the Secretary-General received a
communication from the Argentine Republic relating to the
territorial application by the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland in respect of Falkland Islands (Malvinas).

See C.N.429.2020.TREATIES-XXVIIL.7.c dated 6 October
2020 for the text of the above-mentioned communication.

2 With territorial exclusion in respect of the Faroe Islands
and Greenland. See C.N.773.2017.TREATIES-XXVIL.7.c of 21
December 2017.

3 For the European Part of the Netherlands.

4 Upon its acceptation of the Amendment, the Government
of New Zealand notified the Secretary-General of the following:

“... consistent with the constitutional status of Tokelau and
taking into account the commitment of the Government of New
Zealand to the development of self-government for Tokelau
through an act of self-determination under the Charter of the
United Nations, [the acceptance by New Zealand of the Doha
Amendment] shall not extend to Tokelau unless and until a
Declaration to this effect is lodged by the Government of New
Zealand with the Depositary on the basis of appropriate
consultation with that territory...”

5 On 1 September 2020, the Government of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland notified the
Secretary-General that its acceptance of the Amendment is
extended to the following territories as follows :

“... the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland hereby extends the application of the
United Kingdom's acceptance of the Amendment to the
following territories for the international relations of which the
United Kingdom is responsible:

Falkland Islands

Gibraltar

Isle of Man

Bailiwick of Guernsey

Bailiwick of Jersey

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland considers the extension of the Amendment to
the above territories will come into effect upon the entry into
force of the Amendment for the United Kingdom. In the
meantime, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland and the above territories will continue to comply
voluntarily.”

On 14 December 2020, the Government of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland notified the
Secretary-General that its acceptance of the Amendment is
extended to the Cayman Islands.

See C.N.561.2020.TREATIES-XXVIIL.7.c of 16 December
2020 for the notification.

6 On 2 December 2020, the Secretary-General received a
communication from the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland regarding the communication of the Argentine
Republic relating to the territorial application by the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland in respect of the
Falkland Islands.

See C.N.543.2020.TREATIES-XXVIL.7.c of 4 December
2020 for the text of the communication.
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