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CONVENTION ON THE LAW OF THE NON-NAVIGATIONAL USES OF 
INTERNATIONAL WATERCOURSES

NEW YORK, 21 MAY 1997

MALAWI: ACCESSION

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, acting in his capacity as depositary, 
communicates the following:

The above action was effected on 26 August 2026, with:

Declaration (Original: English)

“1. The Republic of Malawi understands and declares that the provisions of the Convention, 
including those concerning equitable and reasonable utilisation (Articles 5–6), the no-harm rule (Article 
7), the obligation to notify (Article 12), and the duty to cooperate (Article 8), are procedural and 
substantive obligations that govern the exercise of Malawi’s sovereign rights over its internationally 
shared watercourses. These obligations shall not be construed as qualifying, diminishing, or otherwise 
affecting the territorial sovereignty of Malawi over any watercourse, lake, or water body situated within 
Malawian territory, including Lake Malawi.

2. The Republic of Malawi declares that nothing in the Convention, including the definition of 
‘international watercourse’ in Article 2, shall be interpreted as implying any determination on the 
question of boundary delimitation of Lake Malawi or any other water body adjacent to an international 
boundary. Malawi’s participation in any notification, consultation, or data-sharing process under the 
Convention with respect to Lake Malawi shall be without prejudice to its territorial and boundary 
positions in relation to that lake, and shall not constitute an admission or waiver of any kind in respect 
of those positions.

3. The Republic of Malawi further declares that the reference in Article 5(2) of the Convention to 
‘participation’ of watercourse States in the use, development, and protection of an international 
watercourse shall be understood as participation on the basis of Malawi’s sovereignty and sovereign 
rights within its territory, and shall not be construed as conferring on any other State any rights over 
waters, the bed, or the subsoil of Lake Malawi beyond what is recognised under applicable bilateral 
arrangements and international law.

4. The Republic of Malawi notes that, in accordance with Article 3 of the Convention, this 
Declaration supplements and is consistent with any applicable bilateral watercourse agreement to which 
Malawi is or may become a party, and that the principles of this Declaration shall apply mutatis 
mutandis to any framework agreement or joint management mechanism established pursuant to the 
Convention in relation to Lake Malawi or any other internationally shared water body.
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5. This Declaration is made in a spirit of cooperation and in recognition of Malawi’s commitment 
to the peaceful, equitable, and sustainable management of its shared water resources, and shall in no 
way be construed as a hostile or contentious act towards any co-riparian State. Malawi affirms its 
readiness to engage constructively with all co-riparian States under the Convention, on the basis of 
mutual respect for territorial integrity and sovereign equality.”

***

The Convention shall enter into force for Malawi on 24 November 2026 in accordance with 
article 36 (2) of the Convention which reads as follows: 

“For each State or regional economic integration organization that ratifies, accepts or approves 
the Convention or accedes thereto after the deposit of the thirty-fifth instrument of ratification, 
acceptance, approval or accession, the Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth day after the 
deposit by such State or regional economic integration organization of its instrument of ratification, 
acceptance, approval or accession.”
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