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UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION AGAINST TRANSNATIONAL 
ORGANIZED CRIME

NEW YORK, 15 NOVEMBER 2000

NETHERLANDS (KINGDOM OF THE): COMMUNICATION RELATING TO THE 
RESERVATIONS MADE BY THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN UPON RATIFICATION1

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, acting in his capacity as depositary, 
communicates the following:

The above action was effected on 19 August 2026.

(Original: English)

“The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands has examined the reservations made by 
the Islamic Republic of Iran upon ratification of the United Nations Convention against Transnational 
Organized Crime.

The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands considers that reservations which seek to 
limit the responsibilities of the Islamic Republic of Iran under the Convention by invoking Sharia laws 
and/or the constitutional and/or national laws may raise doubts as to the commitment of this State to the 
object and purpose of the Convention. It is in the common interest of States that treaties to which they 
have chosen to become parties are respected, as to object and purpose, by all parties and that States are 
prepared to undertake any legislative changes necessary to comply with their obligations under treaties.

The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands considers that reservations of this kind 
must be regarded as incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention and would recall that, 
according to customary international law, as codified in the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, 
reservations incompatible with the object and purpose of a treaty shall not be permitted. This objection 
shall not preclude the entry into force of the Convention between the Kingdom of the Netherlands and 
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands considers that the reservation of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran related to the right to self-determination raises significant doubts as to Iran's 
commitment to the Convention and is therefore incompatible with the object and purpose of the 
Convention. First, the Convention does not contain any provisions that can be interpreted so as to 
conflict with the right to self-determination as a peremptory norm of international law as confirmed by 
the International Court of Justice. As a corollary, it is not necessary for the Islamic Republic of Iran to 
include such reservation to safeguard the right to self-determination. Second, the reservation obfuscates 
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the Islamic Republic of Iran's commitment to provide legal assistance or to accept extradition requests, 
since it is unclear whether it will deny such requests on the premise that the actions of persons or 
structured groups covered by the Convention fall within the scope of the right to self-determination.

This lack of clarity is amplified by the Islamic Republic of Iran's reservation according to 
which it will decide on a case-by-case basis whether to apply the provisions of the Convention 
concerning mutual legal assistance and extradition. Bearing in mind that according to customary 
international law, as codified in the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, reservations 
incompatible with the object and purpose of a treaty shall not be permitted, the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands objects to these reservations. These objections shall not preclude the entry into force of the 
Convention between the Kingdom of the Netherlands and the Islamic Republic of Iran.”
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