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UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION AGAINST TRANSNATIONAL 
ORGANIZED CRIME

NEW YORK, 15 NOVEMBER 2000

EUROPEAN UNION: OBJECTION TO THE RESERVATIONS MADE BY THE ISLAMIC 
REPUBLIC OF IRAN UPON RATIFICATION1

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, acting in his capacity as depositary, 
communicates the following:

The above action was effected on 23 July 2026.

(Original: English)

“Having examined the reservations formulated by the Islamic Republic of Iran, the European 
Union takes the view that the reservation according to which the Islamic Republic of Iran will interpret 
and implement the provisions of the Convention , including Articles 2 , 3, 5, 10 and 23, in accordance 
with its domestic laws and regulations, in particular the principles of its Constitution, is of unlimited 
scope and undefined character and seeks to condition the interpretation and implementation of the 
Convention, including some key provisions thereof, on its compatibility with the domestic legislation of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. It therefore considers that this reservation is incompatible with the object 
and purpose of the Convention. The European Union also considers that the reservation concerning 
Article 14 par. 1 is incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention since it contains a 
general reference to Sharia Law and does not specify the extent of the derogation from this Article. In 
addition, customary international law as reflected in Article 27 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of 
Treaties stipulates that a State may not invoke the provisions of its internal law as justification for 
failure to perform a treaty.

The European Union furthermore notes that the reservation of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
according to which the latter will decide, on a case-by-case basis, the application of Articles 15 , 16 and 
18 of the Convention, is also incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention in so far as it 
fails to clearly define the extent of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s obligations under these Articles 
regulating essential aspects of the Convention, such as the extradition and the provision of mutual legal 
assistance, and it aims at granting the Islamic Republic of Iran an excessively broad margin of 
discretion not foreseen by the Convention.

Finally, the European Union considers that the reservation of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
related to the right to self-determination raises significant doubts as to Iran’s commitment to the 
Convention and is therefore incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention. First, the 
Convention does not contain any provisions that can be interpreted so as to conflict with the right to 
self-determination as a peremptory norm of international law as confirmed by the International Court of 
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Justice. As a corollary, it is not necessary for the Islamic Republic of Iran to include such reservation to 
safeguard the right to self-determination. Second, the reservation obfuscates the Islamic Republic of 
Iran’s commitment to provide legal assistance or to accept extradition requests, since it is unclear 
whether it will deny such requests on the premise that the actions of persons or structured groups 
covered by the Convention fall within the scope of the right to self-determination. This lack of clarity is 
amplified by the Islamic Republic of Iran’s reservation according to which it will decide on a case-by-
case basis whether to apply the provisions of the Convention concerning mutual legal assistance and 
extradition.

The European Union therefore objects to the aforesaid reservations formulated by the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. This objection does not preclude the entry into force of the Convention between the 
European Union and the Islamic Republic of Iran.”
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