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ROME STATUTE OF THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT
ROME, 17 JULY 1998

CHAD: WITHDRAWAL1

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, acting in his capacity as depositary, 
communicates the following:

The above action was effected on 27 July 2026, with:

(Translation) (Original: French)

… This decision was made after careful consideration of the experience obtained through the 
objective review of the International Criminal Court’s operations since the Rome Statute entered into 
force on 1 July 2002.

Indeed, in light of the hopes and ideals that guided the creation of this institution, the 
Government of the Republic of Chad notes with regret that its actual operations have gradually strayed 
from the original objectives, given its modest track record and inconsistent effectiveness. Furthermore, 
other factors resulting from the breakdown of the world order have compounded these inherent flaws, 
thereby dealing a fatal blow to the credibility of the International Criminal Court. The statistics 
published by the Court itself are a telling illustration of this. In fact, according to the official data 
published by the Court and updated as at 11 May 2026, the Rome Statute has 125 States Parties, 
including 33 African States. Since it began its work, the Court has opened 13 investigations, the first of 
which successively concerned Uganda, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Darfur (Sudan), the 
Central African Republic, Kenya, Libya, Côte d’Ivoire, Mali and Burundi, before gradually opening 
cases in other regions of the world. As of that same date, nine of the situations under investigation have 
therefore involved African countries, compared with four situations opened in other regions, although 
no significant concrete progress has been made. 

The Office of the Prosecutor is now conducting only one preliminary examination, concerning 
Nigeria, an African country. As of the same date, the Court had only seven detainees, six of whom are 
being prosecuted in cases involving situations in Africa and only one in a case outside the African 
continent. Taken as a whole, these objective factors explain the perception – widely shared within many 
States and their people – that the Court’s judicial activity is persistently concentrated on the African 
continent, giving the plausible impression that the Court is being used for political purposes.

At the same time, the Republic of Chad notes that national judicial systems and African 
judicial mechanisms have reached a level of maturity that enables them to effectively prosecute 
international crimes while respecting African sovereignty and national sovereignty. The experience of 
the Extraordinary African Chambers, which tried former President Hissène Habré; the proceedings 
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brought before Chadian courts against several of his former associates; and the reparations measures 
implemented for the benefit of the victims all serve as concrete examples of this development.

The Government of the Republic of Chad therefore believes that the principle of 
complementarity enshrined in the Rome Statute now calls for greater recognition of the capabilities of 
African national and regional courts. Our future generation deserves to inherit an international justice 
system that is fair, balanced and free from subjective influences.

The withdrawal of the Republic of Chad from the Rome Statute in no way constitutes its 
disengagement from the imperatives of justice and the fight against impunity, in accordance with the 
other international instruments to which it is a Party. It reflects the sovereign decision of Chad to 
prioritize a model based more on strengthening national and African capacities, drawing lessons from 
the limitations and subjectivity revealed by the implementation of the Rome Statute…

***

The action shall take effect for Chad on 27 July 2027 in accordance with its article 127 (1) 
which reads as follows: 

“A State Party may, by written notification addressed to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, withdraw from this Statute. The withdrawal shall take effect one year after the date of receipt 
of the notification, unless the notification specifies a later date.”

31 July 2026


