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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF ALL PERSONS 
FROM ENFORCED DISAPPEARANCE

NEW YORK, 20 DECEMBER 2006

FRANCE: OBJECTION TO THE RESERVATION MADE BY OMAN TO ARTICLE 33 OF THE 
CONVENTION UPON ACCESSION 1

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, acting in his capacity as depositary, 
communicates the following:

The above action was effected on 15 June 2021.

(Translation) (Original: French)

... the Government of the French Republic has carefully examined the reservation made by the 
Sultanate of Oman upon its accession to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons 
from Enforced Disappearance, expressed as follows: “the Government of the Sultanate of Oman does 
not recognize the competence of the Committee in cases of enforced disappearances provided in article 
33 of the aforementioned Convention.”

The object and purpose of the Convention is to prevent enforced disappearances and to combat 
impunity for the crime of enforced disappearance. By virtue of article 26 of the Convention, a 
Committee on Enforced Disappearances, consisting of 10 experts elected by the States Parties, is 
established to implement the provisions of the Convention. The Committee is a core mechanism of the 
Convention.

The reservation made by the Sultanate of Oman thus relates to a core function of the 
Committee – indeed, one that is operational and practical in nature– in preventing and combatting 
impunity for the crime of enforced disappearance. Moreover, States Parties that are to be visited by the 
Committee retain the option of asking the Committee to postpone or cancel the visit. There are therefore 
no grounds for rejecting, by means of the reservation, a cooperation mechanism intended to fulfil the 
purposes of the Convention.

The Government of the French Republic recalls that, according to customary international law 
as codified in the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties of 23 May 1969, a reservation 
incompatible with the object and purpose of the Convention shall not be permitted.

______________
1 Refer to depositary notification C.N.201.2020.TREATIES-IV.16 of 15 June 2020 
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The Government of the French Republic therefore objects to the reservation made by the 
Sultanate of Oman. The present objection does not, however, prevent the entry into force of the 
Convention between the French Republic and the Sultanate of Oman.

***
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