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Reference: C.N.148.2018.TREATIES-IV.15 (Depositary Notification)

CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES
NEW YORK, 13 DECEMBER 2006

IRELAND: RATIFICATION 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, acting in his capacity as depositary, 
communicates the following:

The above action was effected on 20 March 2018, with:

Declarations and reservations (Original: English)

“Reservation: Article 27 (1)

Ireland accepts the provisions of the Convention, subject to the understanding that none of its 
obligations relating to equal treatment in employment and occupation shall apply to the admission into 
or service in any of the Defence Forces, An Garda Síochána (Ireland’s National Police Service), the 
Prison Service, the Fire Brigade, the Irish Coastguard and the Ambulance Service.

Declaration and reservation: Article 12

Ireland recognises that persons with disabilities enjoy legal capacity on an equal basis with 
others in all aspects of life. Ireland declares its understanding that the Convention permits supported 
and substitute decision-making arrangements which provide for decisions to be made on behalf of a 
person, where such arrangements are necessary, in accordance with the law, and subject to appropriate 
and effective safeguards.

To the extent article 12 may be interpreted as requiring the elimination of all substitute 
decision making arrangements, Ireland reserves the right to permit such arrangements in appropriate 
circumstances and subject to appropriate and effective safeguards.

Declaration: Articles 12 and 14

Ireland recognises that all persons with disabilities enjoy the right to liberty and security of 
person, and a right to respect for physical and mental integrity on an equal basis with others. 
Furthermore, Ireland declares its understanding that the Convention allows for compulsory care or 
treatment of persons, including measures to treat mental disorders, when circumstances render 
treatment of this kind necessary as a last resort, and the treatment is subject to legal safeguards.”

***
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The Convention will enter into force for Ireland on 19 April 2018 in accordance with its 
article 45 (2) which reads as follows: 

“For each State or regional integration organization ratifying, formally confirming or acceding 
to the present Convention after the deposit of the twentieth such instrument, the Convention shall enter 
into force on the thirtieth day after the deposit of its own such instrument.”
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