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NORWAY: OBJECTION TO THE RESERVATION MADE BY FIJI UPON RATIFICATION !

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, acting in his capacity as depositary,
communicates the following:

The above action was effected on 13 March 2017.

(Original: English)

“The Government of Norway has examined the reservation made by the Government of the
Republic of Fiji in relation to article 1 of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment, in which the Government of the Republic of Fiji declares: ‘The
Government of the Republic of Fiji does not recognize the definition of Torture as provided for in
article 1 of the Convention therefore shall not be bound by these provisions. The definition of Torture in
the Convention is only applicable to the extent as expressed in the Fijian Constitution.’

By declaring itself not bound by an essential provision of the Convention and invoking general
reference to the national Constitution without further description of its content, the Republic of Fiji
exempts the other States Parties to the Convention from the possibility of assessing the full effects of
the reservation. The Government of Norway is of the view that the reservation casts doubts as to the full
commitment of the Government of the Republic of Fiji to the object and purpose of the Convention.
Furthermore, such a reservation may contribute to undermining the basis of international treaty law.

It is in the common interest of States that treaties to which they have chosen to become Parties
are respected, as to their object and purpose, by all Parties. The Government of Norway therefore
objects to the aforesaid reservation.

This objection shall not preclude the entry into force of the Convention between the Kingdom
of Norway and the Republic of Fiji. The Convention thus becomes operative between the Kingdom of
Norway and the Republic of Fiji without the Republic of Fiji benefiting from the aforesaid reservation.”

20 March 2017
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! Refer to depositary notification C.N.93.2016. TREATIES-IV.9 of 16 March 2016
(Ratification: Fiji).

Attention: Treaty Services of Ministries of Foreign Affairs and of international organizations
concerned. Depositary notifications are issued in electronic format only. Depositary notifications are
made available to the Permanent Missions to the United Nations in the United Nations Treaty
Collection at https://treaties.un.org, under "Depositary Notifications (CNs)". In addition, the Permanent
Missions, as well as other interested individuals, can subscribe to receive depositary notifications by e-
mail through the Treaty Section's "Automated Subscription Services", which is also available at
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/Login.aspx?lang=_en.



