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SOUTH AFRICA: WITHDRAWAL OF NOTIFICATION OF WITHDRAWAL !

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, acting in his capacity as depositary,
communicates the following:

The above action was effected on 7 March 2017, with:

(Original: English)

“Reference is made to the Instrument of Withdrawal from the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court and its Declaratory Statement that was deposited to you by the Permanent
Mission of the Republic of South Africa to the United Nations under cover of Note No. 568/2016 on 19
October 2016.

I wish to inform you that the Gauteng High Court of the Republic of South Africa has on 22
February 2017 issued a judgement in the matter between the Democratic Alliance and the Minister of
International Relations and Cooperation and others and found that the approval of the Parliament of
South Africa had to be obtained before the Instrument of Withdrawal from the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court can be deposited with the United Nations as provided for In Article 127(1)
of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. Consequently, the abovementioned depositing
of the Instrument of Withdrawal was found to be unconstitutional and invalid.

In order to adhere to the said judgement, I hereby revoke the Instrument of Withdrawal from
the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court with immediate effect.”

7 March 2017
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I Refer to depositary notification C.N.786.2016. TREATIES-XVIIIL.10 of 25 October 2016
(Withdrawal: South Africa).

Attention: Treaty Services of Ministries of Foreign Affairs and of international organizations
concerned. Depositary notifications are issued in electronic format only. Depositary notifications are
made available to the Permanent Missions to the United Nations in the United Nations Treaty
Collection at https://treaties.un.org, under "Depositary Notifications (CNs)". In addition, the Permanent
Missions, as well as other interested individuals, can subscribe to receive depositary notifications by e-
mail through the Treaty Section's "Automated Subscription Services", which is also available at
https://treaties.un.org/Pages/Login.aspx?lang=_en.



