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Reference: C.N.550.2015.TREATIES-XI.B.1 (Depositary Notification)

CONVENTION ON ROAD TRAFFIC
GENEVA, 19 SEPTEMBER 1949

 PROPOSAL OF AMENDMENTS TO PARAGRAPH 1 OF ANNEX 3 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, acting in his capacity as depositary, 
communicates the following:

On 20 October 2015, the text of a proposal of amendments to paragraph 1 of annex 3 to the 
Convention, proposed by the Government of Belgium, was transmitted to the Secretary-General by the 
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe.

The text of the proposal of amendments in the authentic English and French languages, as well 
as translations into Russian and Spanish can be accessed on the website of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe at the following address:

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2015/wp1/ECE-TRANS-WP1-149-Aadd-1e.pdf 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2015/wp1/ECE-TRANS-WP1-149-Aadd-1f.pdf 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2015/wp1/ECE-TRANS-WP1-149-Aadd-1r.pdf 
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2015/wp1/ECE-TRANS-WP1-149-Aadd-1s.pdf 

In this connection, it is recalled that the procedure for the amendment of the Convention is set 
forth in its article 31 which reads as follows:

“1. Any amendment to this Convention may be proposed by any Contracting State. The text of 
such proposed amendment shall be communicated to the Secretary-General of the United Nations who 
shall transmit it to each Contracting State with a request that such State reply within four months stating 
whether it:

(а) Desires that a conference be convented to consider the proposed amendment; or 
(b) Favours the acceptance of the proposed amendment without a conference; or
(c) Favours the rejection of the proposed amendment without a conference.

The proposed amendment shall also be transmitted by the Secretary-General to all States, other 
than Contracting States, invited to attend the United Nations Conference on Road and Motor Transport.

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2015/wp1/ECE-TRANS-WP1-149-Aadd-1e.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2015/wp1/ECE-TRANS-WP1-149-Aadd-1f.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2015/wp1/ECE-TRANS-WP1-149-Aadd-1r.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2015/wp1/ECE-TRANS-WP1-149-Aadd-1s.pdf
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2. The Secretary-General shall convene a conference of the Contracting States to consider the 
proposed amendment, if the convening of a conference is requested:

(а) By at least one-quarter of the Contracting States in the case of a proposed amendment to 
any part of the Convention other than the annexes;
(b) By at least one-third of the Contracting States in the case of a proposed amendment to an 
annex other than annexes 1 and 2;
(c) In the case of annexes 1 and 2 by at least one-third of the States bound by the annex to 
which an amendment has been proposed.

The Secretary-General shall invite to the Conference such States, other than Contracting 
States, invited to attend the United Nations Conference on Road and Motor Transport or whose 
participation would, in the opinion of the Economic and Social Council, be desirable.

The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply in cases where an amendment to the 
Convention has been adopted in accordance with paragraph 5 of this article.

3. Any amendment to this Convention which shall be adopted by a two-thirds majority vote of 
a conference shall be communicated to all Contracting States for acceptance. Ninety days after its 
acceptance by two-thirds of the Contracting States each amendment to the Convention, except for those 
to annexes 1 and 2, shall enter into force for all the Contracting States except those which, before it 
enters into force, make a declaration that they do not adopt the amendment.

For the entry into force of any amendment to annexes 1 and 2 the majority shall be two-thirds 
of the States bound by the amended annex.

4. The Conference may by a two-thirds majority vote determine at the time of the adoption of 
an amendment to this Convention, except for those to annexes 1 and 2, that the amendment is of such a 
nature that any Contracting State which has made a declaration that it does not accept the amendment 
and which then does not accept the amendment within a period of twelve months after the amendment 
enters into force shall, upon the expiration of this period, cease to be a party to the Convention.

5. In the event of a two-thirds majority of the Contracting States informing the Secretary-
General pursuant to paragraph 1 (b) of this article that they favour the acceptance of the amendment 
without a conference, notification of their decision shall be communicated by the Secretary-General to 
all the Contracting States. The amendment shall upon the expiration of ninety days from the date of 
such notification become effective as regards all the Contracting States except those States which notify 
the Secretary-General that they object to such an amendment within that period. 

6. As regards amendments to annexes 1 and 2, and any amendment not within the scope of 
paragraph 4 of this article, the existing provisions shall remain in force in respect of any Contracting 
State which has made a declaration or lodged an objection with respect to such an amendment.
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7. A Contracting State which has made a declaration in accordance with the provisions of 
paragraph 3 of this article, or has lodged an objection in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 5 
of this article to an amendment, may withdraw such declaration or objection at any time by notification 
addressed to the Secretary-General. The amendment shall be effective as regards that State upon receipt 
of such notification by the Secretary-General.”

3 November 2015


