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DECLARATIONS RECOGNIZING AS COMPULSORY THE JURISDICTION OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE UNDER ARTICLE 36, 

PARAGRAPH 2, OF THE STATUTE OF THE COURT
15 OCTOBER 1946

GREECE: DECLARATION UNDER ARTICLE 36 (2) OF THE STATUTE 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, acting in his capacity as depositary, 
communicates the following:

The above action was effected on 14 January 2015.

In accordance with paragraph 4 of article 36 of the Statute of the International Court of Justice, 
the authentic English text of the declaration and the French translation are transmitted herewith.

15 January 2015

….
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“Declaration by Greece under Article 36, paragraph 2, of the Statute of the
International Court of Justice

Whereas the Government of the Hellenic Republic made a Declaration under paragraph 2 of 
Article 36 of the Statute of the International Court of Justice on the tenth day of January one 
thousand ninety four, in force for a period of five years and effective thereafter until such time as 
notice may be given to terminate that Declaration.

The Government of the Hellenic Republic having considered the said Declaration, hereby 
gives notice effective immediately of the withdrawal of that Declaration and replaces the same with 
the following Declaration:

I have the honour to declare, on behalf of the Government of the Hellenic Republic, that I 
recognize as compulsory ipso facto and without special agreement, in relation to any other State 
accepting the same obligation, that is on condition of reciprocity, the jurisdiction of the International 
Court of Justice with respect to all legal disputes referred to in Article 36, paragraph 2, of the Statute 
of the Court, with the exception of:

a) any dispute relating to military activities and measures taken by the Hellenic Republic for 
the protection of its sovereignty and territorial integrity, for national defense purposes, as 
well as for the protection of its national security;

b) any dispute concerning State boundaries or sovereignty over the territory of the Hellenic 
Republic, including any dispute over the breadth and limits of its territorial sea and its 
airspace;

c) any dispute in respect of which any other party to the dispute has accepted the compulsory 
jurisdiction of the Court only in relation to or for the purpose of that dispute; or where the 
acceptance of the Court's compulsory jurisdiction on behalf of any other party to the dispute 
was deposited or ratified less than twelve months prior to the filing of the application 
bringing the dispute before the Court.

The Government of the Hellenic Republic may however submit before the Court any 
dispute, which is hereby exempted, through the negotiation of a special agreement (compromis).

The Government of the Hellenic Republic further reserves the right at any time, by means 
of a notification addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, and with effect as from 
the moment of such notification, to add to, amend or withdraw this Declaration.

Athens, 13 January 2015
(Signed) Evangelos Venizelos”
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