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Reference: C.N.702.2011.TREATIES-8 (Depositary Notification)

OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS
NEW YORK, 10 DECEMBER 2008
ARGENTINA: RATIFICATION

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, acting in his capacity as depositary,
communicates the following:
The above action was effected on 24 October 2011, with:
Declaration (Translation) (Original: Spanish)
On the occasion of its ratification of the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Argentine Government recalls that on 3 October 1983 the
Argentine Republic rejected the extension of the application of the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights to the Malvinas Islands, South Georgia Islands and South Sandwich Islands.
The Argentine Government recalls that the Malvinas Islands, South Georgia Islands and South
Sandwich Islands and the surrounding maritime areas are an integral part of the Argentine national
territory and, being illegally occupied by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, are
the subject of a sovereignty dispute between the two countries which is recognized by the United
Nations and other international organizations.
In this connection, the General Assembly of the United Nations has adopted resolutions 2065
(XX), 3160 (XXVIII), 31/49, 37/9, 38/12, 39/6, 40/21, 41/40, 42/19 and 43/25, in which the sovereignty
dispute referred to as the “Question of the Malvinas Islands” is recognized and the Governments of the
Argentine Republic and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland are urged to resume
negotiations in order to find as soon as possible a peaceful and lasting solution to the dispute.
Concurrently, the Special Committee on Decolonization of the United Nations has repeatedly affirmed
this view. Also, the General Assembly of the Organization of American States adopted, on 24 June
2010, a new pronouncement, in similar terms, on the question.
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In ratifying the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights, the Argentine Republic does so on the understanding that the system of
communications provided for under that instrument does not apply to the right of peoples to selfdetermination in any context related to sovereignty disputes.

27 October 2011
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