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 Attention: Treaty Services of Ministries of Foreign Affairs and of international organizations concerned. 
Depositary notifications are currently issued in both hard copy and electronic format. Depositary  
notifications are made available to the Permanent Missions to the United Nations at the following e-mail 
address: missions@un.int. Such notifications are also available in the United Nations Treaty Collection  on 
the Internet at http://untreaty.un.org, where interested individuals can subscribe to directly receive  
depositary notifications by e-mail through a new automated subscription service. Depositary  notifications 
are available for pick-up by the Permanent Missions in Room NL-300. 

 
 
 
Reference: C.N.2.2009.TREATIES-1 (Depositary Notification) 
 
 

OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON 
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS 

 

NEW YORK, 10 DECEMBER 2008 
 

 ISSUANCE OF CERTIFIED TRUE COPIES 
 
 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, acting in his capacity as depositary, 
communicates the following: 
 

The above Optional Protocol was adopted on 10 December 2008 during the sixty-third session 
of the General Assembly by resolution A/RES/63/435.  In accordance with its provisions, the Optional 
Protocol shall be open for signature by any State that has signed, ratified or acceded to the International 
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.  The Optional Protocol will be open for signature at 
a signing ceremony to be held in 2009.  The Secretary-General will announce as soon as possible the 
date of the signing ceremony. 

 
Two certified true copies of the Optional Protocol, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English,  

…..         French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, are herewith transmitted. 
 
The Secretary-General takes this opportunity to call the attention of the competent authorities 

to the fact that certified true copies are established specifically for the purpose of enabling the 
Governments concerned to complete the internal legislative procedures required for ratification, 
acceptance, approval or accession on the international level.  For budgetary reasons, certified true 
copies are printed in limited numbers, and it is expected that any additional copies that may be required 
could be reproduced by the authorities concerned themselves on the basis of the two copies 
accompanying the present notification.  Electronic copies are also available on the United Nations 
Treaty collection website at the following address:  http://treaties.un.org. 
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