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CONVENTION AGAINST TORTURE AND OTHER CRUEL, INHUMAN OR 
DEGRADING TREATMENT OR PUNISHMENT 

 

NEW YORK, 10 DECEMBER 1984 
 

THAILAND: ACCESSION 
 
 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, acting in his capacity as depositary, 
communicates the following: 
 

The above action was effected on 2 October 2007, with: 
 

Reservation (Original: English) 
 

“The Kingdom of Thailand does not consider itself bound by Article 30, paragraph 1, of the 
Convention.”  
 

Interpretative declaration (Original: English) 
 

“1.  With respect to the term “torture” under Article 1 of the Convention, although there is 
neither a specific definition nor particular offence under the current Thai Penal Code corresponding to 
the term, there are comparable provisions under the aforesaid Thai Penal Code applicable to acts under 
Article 1 of the Convention.  The term “torture” under Article 1 of the Convention shall accordingly be 
interpreted in conformity with the current Thai Penal Code. 

 
The Kingdom of Thailand shall revise its domestic law to be more consistent with Article  1 of 

the Convention at the earliest opportunity. 
 
                2.  For the same reason as stipulated in the preceding paragraph, Article 4 of the Convention 
which stipulates: ‘Each State Party shall ensure that all acts of torture are offences under its criminal 
law.  The same shall apply to an attempt to commit torture and to an act by any person which constitutes 
complicity or participation in torture.’ shall be interpreted in conformity with the current Thai Penal 
Code. 

 
The Kingdom of Thailand shall revise its domestic law to be more consistent with Article 4 of 

the Convention at the earliest opportunity. 
 

3.  Article 5 of the Convention which provides: ‘Each State Party shall take such measures as 
may be necessary to establish its jurisdiction over the offences referred to in Article 4.....’ is interpreted 
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by the Kingdom of Thailand to mean that the jurisdiction referred to in Article 5 shall be established in 
accordance with the current Thai Penal Code. 

 
The Kingdom of Thailand shall revise its domestic law to be more consistent with Article 5 of 

the Convention at the earliest opportunity.” 
 

The Convention will enter into force for Thailand on 1 November 2007 in accordance with its 
article 27 (2) which reads as follows: 
 

"For each State ratifying this Convention or acceding to it after the deposit of the twentieth 
instrument of ratification or accession, the Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the 
date of the deposit of its own instrument of ratification or accession." 
 
 

2 October 2007 
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