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Attention: Treaty Services of Ministries of Foreign Affairs and of international organizations concerned. 

 
 

 
 
 
Reference: C.N.404.2000.TREATIES-12 (Depositary Notification) 
 
 
 

ROME STATUTE OF THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT 
 

ROME, 17 JULY 1998 
 

FRANCE: RATIFICATION 
 
 

The Secretary-General of the United Nations, acting in his capacity as depositary, 
communicates the following: 
 

The above action was effected on 9 June 2000, with: 
 

Declarations (Translation) (Original: French) 
 
I. Interpretative declaration
 

1.  The provisions of the Statute of the International Criminal Court do not preclude France 
from exercising its inherent right of self-defence in conformity with Article 51 of the Charter. 

2.  The provisions of article 8 of the Statute, in particular paragraph 2 (b) thereof, relate solely 
to conventional weapons and can neither regulate nor prohibit the possible use of nuclear weapons nor 
impair the other rules of international law applicable to other weapons necessary to the exercise by 
France of its inherent right of self-defence, unless nuclear weapons or the other weapons referred to 
herein become subject in the future to a comprehensive ban and are specified in an annex to the Statute 
by means of an amendment adopted in accordance with the provisions of articles 121 and 123. 

3.  The Government of the French Republic considers that the term ‘armed conflict’ in article 
8, paragraphs 2 (b) and (c), in and of itself and in its context, refers to a situation of a kind which does 
not include the commission of ordinary crimes, including acts of terrorism, whether collective or 
isolated. 

4.  The situation referred to in article 8, paragraph 2 (b) (xxiii), of the Statute does not preclude 
France from directing attacks against objectives considered as military objectives under international 
humanitarian law. 

5.  The Government of the French Republic declares that the term "military advantage" in 
article 8, paragraph 2 (b) (iv), refers to the advantage anticipated from the attack as a whole and not 
from isolated or specific elements thereof.  

 

 

 

 

 

6.  The Government of the French Republic declares that a specific area may be considered a 
"military objective" as referred to in article 8, paragraph 2 (b) as a whole if, by reason of its situation, 
nature, use, location, total or partial destruction, capture or neutralization, taking into account the 
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circumstances of the moment, it offers a decisive military advantage. 

The Government of the French Republic considers that the provisions of article 8, paragraph 2 
(b) (ii) and (v), do not refer to possible collateral damage resulting from attacks directed against military 
objectives.  

7.  The Government of the French Republic declares that the risk of damage to the natural 
environment as a result of the use of methods and means of warfare, as envisaged in article 8, paragraph 
2 (b) (iv), must be weighed objectively on the basis of the information available at the time of its 
assessment.” 

II. Declaration pursuant to article 87, paragraph 2

“Pursuant to article 87, paragraph 2, of the Statute, the French Republic declares that requests 
for cooperation, and any documents supporting the request, addressed to it by the Court must be in the 
French language.” 

III. Declaration under article 124

“Pursuant to article 124 of the Statute of the International Criminal Court, the French Republic 
declares that it does not accept the jurisdiction of the Court with respect to the category of crimes 
referred to in article 8 when a crime is alleged to have been committed by its nationals or on its 
territory.” 
 
 

21 June 2000 
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