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GENEVA, 10 OCTOBER 1980
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: CONSENT TO BE BOUND BY PrROTOCOL |11
The Secretary-General of the United Nations, acting in his capacity as depositary,
communicates the following:
The above action was effected on 21 January 2009, with:

Reservation (Original: English)

“The United States of America, with referenceto Article 2, paragraphs 2 and 3, reservesthe
right to use incendiary weapons against military objectives located in concentrations of civilians where
it isjudged that such use would cause fewer casualties and/or less collatera damage than alternative
weapons, but in so doing will take all feasible precautions with aview to limiting the incendiary effects
to the military objective and to avoiding, and in any event to minimizing, incidental loss of civilian life,
injury to civilians and damage to civilian objects.”

Understanding (Original: English)

“It isthe understanding of the United States of Americathat any decision by any military
commander, military personnel, or any other person responsible for planning, authorizing or executing
military action shall only be judged on the basis of that person’s assessment of the information
reasonably available to the person at the time the person planned, authorized, or executed the action
under review, and shall not be judged on the basis of information that comes to light after the action
under review was taken.”
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The Protocol I11 will enter into force for the United States of Americaon 21 July 2009 in
accordance with article 5 (4) of the Convention which reads as follows:

“For any State which notifiesits consent to be bound by a Protocol annexed to this Convention
after the date by which twenty States have notified their consent to be bound by it, the Protocol shall
enter into force six months after the date on which that State has notified its consent to be bound.
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