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UMTED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 

International Agreement for the 
Suppression of the White Slave Traffic 
Signed at Paris on 18 May 1904, amended by the Protocol signed at Lake Success, 

New York, 4 May 1949. 

Arrangement international en vue 
d'assurer une protection efficace 

contre Ie trafic criminel connu sous Ie 
nom de "Traite des Blanches" 

Signe Ii Paris Ie 18 mai 1904, et amende par Ie Protocole signe Ii Lake Success, 
New.York, Ie 4 mai 1949. 

Note: The underlined text indieatee the unendmentA introduced. by the Protocol eigned at Lake SueceH, 
New York, 4 May 1949. 

Note: Le lute .!IouUgne indique leI amendementa introdui18 par Ie Protocole .ignlS a Lake Sueceu, 
New-York, Ie 4 mai 1949. 

Lake Success, New York 

1950 



UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS 

Sales No. : 1950.IV.l 



A. Texte revise de I' Arrangement! 

ARRANGEMENT INTERNATIONAL EN VUE 
D'ASSURER UNE PROTECflON EFFl· 
CACE CONTRE LE TRAFlC CRIMINEL 
CONNU SOUS LE NOM DE "TRAlTE DES 
BLANCHES" 

Signe a Pari. Ie 18 mai 1904, et amende par Ie 
Protoeole .igne a Lake Sueeeaa, New.York, Ie 
4 mai 1949. 

(Les Etats representis)2 

· .. desireux d'assurer aux femmes majeures, abusees 
ou contraintes, comme aux femmes et fiUes mineures une 
protection efficace contre Ie trafic criminel connu sous 
Ie nom de "Traite des Blanches", ont resolu de conclure 
un A rrangement a I'effet de concerter des mesures pro­
pres a atteindre ce but, et ont nomme pour leurs PIe­
nipotentiaires, savoir: 

(Noms des Plenipotentiaires) .............. . ..... . 

Lesquels, ayant echange leurs pleins pouvoirs, trouves 
en bonne et due fo rme, sont convenus des dispositions 
suivantes :-

ARTICLE lE1l 
Chacun des Gouvernements contractants s'engage it 

etablir ou a designer une Autonte chargee de centra· 
tiser taus les renseignements sur I'embauchage des fem­
mes et filles en vue de la debauche it l'etranger; cette 
autorite aura la faculte de correspondre directement 
avec Ie service simitaire etabli dans chacun des autres 
Etats contractants. 

ARTICLE 2 

Chacun des Gouvernements s'engage i faire exercer 
une surveillance en vue de rechercher, particulierement 
dans les gares, les ports d'embarquement, et en cours 
de voyage, les conducteurs de femmes et filles destinees 
i la debauche. Des instructions seront adressees dans 
ce but aux fonctionnaires au a toutes autres personnes 
ayant qualite a cet effet, pour procurer, dans les limites 
legales, tous renseignernents de nature it mettre sur 1a 
trace d'un trafic criminel, 

L'arrivee de personnes paraissant evidernment etre 
les auteurs, les complices ou les victimes d'un tel trafic 
sera signalee, Ie cas echeant, soit aux Autorites du lieu 
de destination, soit aux Agents Diplomatiques ou Con­
sulaires interesses, soit it toutes autres Autorites com­
petentes. 

ARTICLE 3 

Les Gouvernements s'engagent a faire recevoir, Ie 
cas ~eant et dans les Iimites legates, les declarations 

• Le texte fran~ais est authentique et Ie texte anglais est une 
traduction. 

• Voir Note. et a:.plications, page 3. 
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A. Revised text of the Agreement! 

INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT FOR THE 
SUPPRESSION OF THE wmIE SLAVE 
TRAFFlC 

Signed at Paria on 18 May 1904 and at amended 
by the Proloeol signed at Lake Succeu, New 
York, 4 May 1949. 

(Tile States represented)2 

... being desirous of securing to women of full age 
who have suffered abuse or compulsion, as also to 
women and girls under age, effective protection against 
the criminal traffic known as the "White Slave Traffic", 
have decided to conclude an Agreement with a view to 
concerting measures calculated to attain this object, and 
have appointed as their Plenipotentiaries, that is to say: 

(Names of Plenipotentiaries), ...... , ... , ...... , . . . 

Who, having exchanged their full powers, found in 
good and due fonn, have agreed upon the following 
provisions: 

ARTICLE 1 

Each of the Contracting Governments undertakes to 
establish or name some authority charged with the co­
ordination of all information relative to the procuring 
of women or girls for immoral purposes abroad; this 
authority shall be empowered to correspond direct with 
the similar department established in each of the Con­
tracting States. 

ARTICLE 2 
Each of the Governments undertakes to have a watch 

kept, especially in railway stations, ports of embarka­
tion, and en route, fo r persons in charge of women and 
girls destined for an immoral life. With this object in­
structions shall be given to the officials, and all other 
qualified persons, to obtain, within legal limits. all in­
formation likely to lead to the detection of criminal 
traffic. 

The arrival of persons who clearly appear to be the 
principals, accomplices in, or victims of, such traffic 
shall be notified, when it occurs, either to the author­
ities of the place of destination, or to the Diplomatic or 
Consular Agents interested, or to any other competent 
authorities. 

AIlTtCLE 3 

The Governments undertake, when the case arises, 
and within legal limits, to have the declarations taken 

'The French text is authentic and rhe English text is a 
translation. 

• See Notes and explanations, page 3. 



des f~mes ou filles de nationalite etrangere qui se li­
vrent a la prostitution, en vue d'etablir leur identite et 
leur etat civil, et de rechercher qui les a determinees 
a quitter leur pays. Les renseignements recueillis seront 
communiques awe Autorites du pays d'origine desdites 
femmes ou tilles, en vue de leur rapatriemeqt eventueI. 

Les Gouvemements s'engagent, dans les limites le­
gales et autant que faire se f>e ut, a contier, a titre pro­
visoire et en vue d'un rapatriement eventuel, Ies vic­
times d'un trafu:: criminel, Iorsqu'elIes sont depourvues 
de ressourccs, a des institutions d'assistance publique 
ou privC:e ou a des particuliers offrant les gamnties 
neeessaires. 

Les Gouvernements s'engagent aussi, dans les limites 
legales et autant que possible, a renvoyer dans leur pays 
d'origine celles de ces femmes ou filles qui demandent 
leur rapatriement ou qui seraient reclamees par Ies per­
sonnes ayant autorite sur eIles. Le rapatriement ne sera 
effectue qu'apres entente sur I'identite et la nationalite, 
ainsi que sur Ie lieu et la date de l'arrivee awe fmn­
tieres. Chacun des Pays contractants facilitera Ie transit 
sur son territoire. 

La correspondance relative aux rapatriements se fera , 
autant que possible, par la voie directe. 

ARTICLE 4 

Au cas ou la femme ou fille a rapatrier ne pourrait 
rembourser elle-meme les frais de son transfert et ou 
elle n'aurait ni marl, ni parents, ni tuteur qui payeraient 
pour dIe, Ies frais occ.asionnes par Ie rapatriement se­
ront a la charge du pays sur Ie terrltoire duquel elIe 
reside. jusqu'a la prochaine frontiere ou port d'em­
barquement dans la direction du pays d'origine, et a 
la charge du pays d'origine pour Ie surplus. 

ARTICLE 5 

It n'est pas deroge, par les dispositions des articles 3 
et 4 ci-dessus, awe Conventions particulieres qui pour­
raient exister entre les Gouvernements contractants. 

ARTICLE 6 

Les Gouvernements contractants s'engagent, dans les 
limites legales, a exercer, autant que possible, une sur­
veillance sur les bureaux ou agences qui s'occupent du 
placement de femmes ou filles a I'etranger. 

ARTICLE 7 

Les Etats non signataires sont admis a adherer au 
present Arrangement. A cd effd, ils notifieront leur 
intention au Secretaire general de l'Organisation des 
Nations Unles, ui en donnera oonnaissance i tous les 
Etats contractants ainsi qu'a tous les Etats embres 
de I'Orenisation des Nations Unies. 
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of women or girls of foreign nationality who are prosti­
tutes, in order to establish their identity and civil status, 
and to discover who has caused them to leave their coun­
try. The information obtained shall be communicated 
to the authorities of the country of origin of the said 
women or girls, with a view to their eventua1 repa_ 
triation. 

The Governments undertake, within legal limits, and 
as far as can be done, to entrust temporarily, and with 
a view to their eventua1 repatriation, the victims of a 
criminal traffic when destitute to public or private 
charitable institutions, or to private individuals offering 
the necessary security. 

The Governments also undertake, within legal limits, 
and as far as possible, to send back to their country of 
origin those women and girls who desire it, or who may 
be claimed by persons exercising authority over them. 
Repatriation shall only take place after agreement as 
to identity and nationality, as weD as place and date of 
arrival at the frontiers. Each o f the Contracting (Qun­
tries shaJl facilitate transit through its territory. 

Correspondence relative to repatriation shall be direct 
as far as possible. 

ARTICLE 4 

Where the woman or girl to be repatriated cannot 
herself repay the cost of transfer, and has neither hus­
band, relations, nor guardian to pay for her, the cost of 
repatriation shall be borne by the country where she 
is in residence as far as the nearest frontier or port of 
embarkation in the direction of the country of origin, 
and by the country of origin as regards the rest. 

ARTICLE 5 

The provisions of the foregoing articles 3 and 4 shall 
nOt affect any private Conventions existing between the 
Contracting Governments. 

ARnCL£ 6 

The COntracting Governments undertake, within legal 
limits, to exercise supervision, as far as possible, over 
the offices 01" agencies engaged in finding employment 
for women or girls abroad. 

ARTICLE 7 

Non-signatory States may adhere to the present 
Agreement. For this purpose they shaH notify their 
intention to the Secretary-General of the U nited Na­
tions, who shall a uaint all the Contractln States and 
aU the Members of the nited Nations. 



Alt.TICLE 8 
Le present Arrangement entrera en vigueur six mois 

apres la date de I'echange des ratifications. Dans Ie cas 
ou I'une des Parties contractantes Ie denoncerait, cette 
dUlOnciation n'aurait d'dfet qu';i I'egard de cette Par­
tie, et cela douze mois seulement a dater du jour de 
tadite denonciation. 

ARTICLE 9 
Le present Arrangtment sera ratifie, et les ratifica­

tions seront echangees, a Paris dans Ie plus bref delai 
possible. 

En foi de quoi les Plenipotentiaires respectifs ont 
signe Ie present Arrangement et y ont appose leurs 
cachets. 

Fait a Paris, Ie 18 mai 1904, en un seul exemplaire, 
qui restera depose dans les archives du Ministere des 
Affaires etrangeres de la Republique Fran~aise, et dont 
une copie, certifiee confonne, sera remise a chaque 
Puissance contractante.1 

(S ujvent les signatures) I 

B. Notes et explications 
a) LUle de. Houle. Partie. conlraclanle. repre­

.enlee. d la Conference de 1904: 

Sa Majeste Ie Roi du Royaume-Uni de la Grande­
Bretagne et d'lriande et des Possessions Britanniques 
au dela des Mers, Empereur des Indes; 

Sa Majeste l'Empereur d 'Allemagne, Roi de Prusse, 
au nom de l'Empire Allemand; 

Sa Majeste Ie Roi des Belges; 

I Let modifications effectuEes dans Ie tate de l'Arrangement 
international du 18 mai 1904 et inco rpor~ ci-dessus en 
caracteres .ooligTI~s ( voi r article 7) figurent en annexe au 
Protocole du 4 mai 1949, dont I'art icle 8 a la tenalT suivante; 

Fait i Lake Success. New-York, Ie 4 mai 1949. 
( D'aot~e part, Ie prbmbule do meme Pro~ocC?l e. rappel!e que 

les fonchons donI Ie Goovernement fran!;alS etalt mvesti en 
' ·erto de l'Arrangement de 1904 ont ete transferees a l'Organi­
sation du Nations Unlet.) 

• Voir page 4. 
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ARTICLE 8 
The present Agret:ment shall come into force six 

months after the exchange of ratifications. If one of 
the Contracting Parties denounces it, this d~unciation 
shall only have effect as regards that party, and that 
only twelve months after the date of denunciation. 

Ai.TICL£ 9 
The present Agreement shall be ratified, and the rati­

fications shall be exchanged, at Paris with the least pos­
sible delay. 

In faith whereof the respective: Plenipotentiaries have 
signed the present Agreement, and thereunto affixed 
their seals. 

Done at Paris, the: 18 May l~, in single: copy, which 
shall be deposited in the archives of the Ministry of 
Fore:ign Affairs of the Fre:nch Republic, and of which 
one copy, certified correct, shall be se:nt to each Con­
tracting Party. I 

(Signatures follow)' 

B. Notes and explanations 

(a) LUt oj the Hilh Contracting Partie. repre­
.enled at the Conference of 1904: 

His Majesty the King of the: United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland and of the British Dominions 
be:yond the: Se:as, Emperor of India; 

His Majesty the Gennan Emperor, King of Prussia, 
in the name of the Gennan Empire; 

His Majesty the King of the Belgians; 

'The amendments introduced in the text of the International 
Agreement of 18 May 1904 and which are incorporated above, 
where underlined (see article 7) appear in the annex to the 
Protocol of 4 May 1949, article S of which reads as follows; 
Article 8 

Done at Lake Success. New York. 4 May 1949. 
(On the other hand. the Preamble to this Protocol recalls 

that the functions exercised by the French Government, under 
the terms of the A,reement of 1904. have now been transferred 
to the United N ahonl.) 

• See page 4. 



Sa Majeste Ie Roi de Danemark ; 

Sa Majeste Ie Roi d'Espagne; 

Le P resident de Ia Republique Fran~se; 

Sa Majeste Ie Roi d'Italie; 

Sa Majeste la Reine des Pays-Bas; 

Sa Majeste Ie Roi du Portugal et des Algarves; 

Sa Majeste l'Empereur de Toutes les Russies; 

Sa Majeste Ie Roi de Suede et de Norvege; 

Le Conseil Federal Suisse. 

b) LUte de. . i,nGlure. d la dale de la ceremome 
de .i,rtature de l' Arran,ement international 
du 18 mai 1904: 

ROYAUME-UN I DE LA GRANDE­
BRETAGNE ET D'IRLANDE 

His Majesty the King of Denmark; 

His Majesty the King of Spain; 

The President of the French Republic; 

H is Majesty the King of Italy; 

H er Majesty the Queen of the Netherlands; 

His Majesty the King of Portugal and of the AI-
garves; 

His Majesty the Emperor of all the R ussias; 

His Majesty the King of Sweden and Norway; 

The Swiss Federal Council. 

(b) LU, oJ d , rtaturu Oil the day oj the ceremony 
oj d,,",,ure oj the Internalional A, reem ent 
0/18 May 1904, 

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND IRELAND 

(L.S.) (signe) Edmund MONSON 

ALLEMAGNE GERMANY 

(L.S.) (signe) RADOLIN 

BELGIQUE BELGIUM 

(L.S.) (signe) A. LEGHAIT 

DANEMARK DENMARK 
(L.S.) (signe) F. REVENTLOW 

ESPAGNE SPAIN 
(L.S.) (sign/!) F. DE LEON Y CASTILLO 

FRANCE 
(LoS.) (signe) DELCASSt 

ITALIE 
(L.S.) (signe) G. TORNIELLI 

PAYS-BAS 

(L.S.) (signe) A. DE STUERS 

PORTUGAL 

(L .S.) (signe) T. DE SOUZA ROZA 

RUSSIE 
(L.S.) (sign,:) NELIDOW 

POUR LA SUEDE ET POUR LA NORVEGE 

SUISSE 

• 
(L.S.) (signe) A KERMAN 

(L.S.) (signe) LARDY 
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FRANCE 

ITALY 

NETHERLANDS 

PORTUGAL 

RUSS IA 

FOR SWEDEN AND NORWAY 

SWITZERLAND 



e) Llau de. Eum ayam ."nAl. Pro'oeole "'amen­
demen' du 4 mal 1949:1 

Austra1ie 

Belgique 

Bresil 

Canada 

Ceylan 

Chili 

Chine 

Cuba 

Danernark 

Egypte 

Etats-Unis d 'Amerique 

Finlande 

France 

Inde 

I",k 

han 

Luxembourg 

Norvege 

Pakistan 

Payg.-Bas 

Royaume-Uni de Grande-Bretagne et 
d 'Irlande du .Nord 

Suisse 

Tchecoslovaquie 

Turquie 

Yougoslavie 

d) A I'Arrangement internationa1 du 18 rnai 1904 
se rattachent divers documents publies dans Ie Recueil 
dn Trait ts de la Societe des Nations et notamment un 
proces-verbal de signature de meme date ayant trait 
a "application dudit arrangement aux Colonies respec­
tives des Etats oontractants (Sociitt des Nations, Re­
cweil des Traites, voU. 1-33, p.88). 

'A la date du 23 juin 1950. En u qui concerne Ies Bats 
ayant lipe "IOUI n!serve d'ac:ceptation", voir "Signatures, 
ratifications, aettptatiom, adhbions, d:c. aux conventions et 
accords multilate~ ~r le"ludl Ie Secretaire_cmem exen:c 
In fonctionl de dq,oSltaire.... PublicationJ des Nations Unies, 
Numero de vente : 1949.V.9.-1S novembre 1949.) 
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(e) LU, 01 S".. IIIIakIt I..aDe .",.. ,Ite Protoeol 0' A ..... nd""' .... dmed 4 May 1949,' 
Australia 

Be1gium 

Brazil 

Canada 

Ceylon 

Chile 

China 

Cuba 

Czechoslovakia 

Denmark 

Egypt 

Finland 

France 

India 

han 

I"", 

Luxembourg 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Pakistan 

Switzerland 

Turkey 

United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland 

United States of America 

Yugoslavia 

(d) To the Intemationa1 Agreement of 18 May 1904 
are annexed several documents, which are published in 
the League of Nations TreaJy Series, particularly a 
prods-verbal de ngnalur. of the same date, respect­
ing the application of the said Agreement to the respec­
tive Colonies of the Contracting States. (Leagn of 
Naiwns Treaty Serns, voL I. 1-33, p.88) 

'Up to 23 June 19SO. With rqard to those States which have 
liped with "reservation as to atteptane:e", see "Signatures, 
Ratifications. AcceptanceS. Accessions, etc. CODcernmg the Mut­
tilateral Convention. and Agreements in respect of which the 
Secretary-GenenJ actI at Depository." (Publications of the 
Ullited Nations, Sales No. :1949.V.9.-1S November 1949.) 
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       I hereby certify that the attached 
document is a true copy of the English 
and French texts of the International 
Agreement for the Suppression of the 
White Slave Traffic, signed at Paris on 
18 May 1904, amended by the Protocol 
signed at Lake Success, New York, 
4 May 1949, done at Lake Success, 
New York on 4 May 1949, the original 
of which is deposited with the Secretary-
General of the United Nations. 
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nom de "Traite des Blanches", signé à 
Paris le 18 mai 1904, et amendé par le 
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(New York), le 4 mai 1949, Lake Success 
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